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About the Plan

The exercise of carrying out a Parish Plan for Chale has revealed
much about the character of the community. It is a community
that appreciates its quiet and rural setting. It shows no desire for
substantial change but wishes to preserve the character of the
village. Chale has many valuable amenities for a small village and

the community is fierce in its desire to hold on to them.

Looking deeper into the development of the parish over time
shows a wealth of historic inheritance which is under-appreciated
by the majority of today’s residents. Examination of the activities

in the village shows the potential for a strong and strengthening

comimunity that again many have not perceived.

During the preparation of this Plan some remarkable progress has
been made, perhaps in some small way encouraged by the Plan

exercise itself. The Women's Institute hall. on the verge of closure

because ol lack ol disabled facilities, has been relurbished after a
successtul fund raising campaign involving many local people.
It is now ready to serve as Chale’s Village Hall, providing an
invaluable resource. lImaginative thinking and working with the
loducation Department has ensured the immediate future for the
tiny village school which was vulnerable to closure. The village
shop, put up for sale by its long-serving family owners has been
bought by a local resident and is being refurbished and upgraded
when it could so easily have been lost. The Chale Village
Partnership has been revitalised and is about to launch a monthly
news letter. “The Chale Mail” which will keep every resident in

touch with activities in the village.

All these projects demonstrate the potential of Chale to achieve
and will strengthen the community spirit which is already showing
signs of growing. A clear message emerging is that Chale must
work together to preserve its facilities by firstly making full use of
them itself and also developing them so that they have wider use

than just the residents of Chale themselves.

David Overton. Chairman
Parish Plan Steering Group
March 2005




R gy —

Chale. situated on the south
coast of the Isle of Wight, is.
and always has been, a
small community Despite
its long boundary with the
sea and stunning views, it is
not a significant tourist
centre. With no natural bay
to give shelter, and unstable
cliffs discouraging
development on the
shoreline. it does not lend

itself to the types of
development that characterise the numerous resorts on the Island.
The Victorian development which sprang up in the boom years of
seaside development around the village of Blackgang has now largely
been lost to the encroaching sea. Blackgang Chine, although having
virtually lost the gorge-like feature which gave it its name, has
continually adapted itselt to remain a popular theme park, attracting
visitors from many parts of the UK. With the rise in car travel it has
not been necessary to replace the lost hotel and housing infrastructure

which were vital to its success in Victorian times.

Neither is Chale a fashionable village, displayed in pictures and postcards. As a result, Chale
has maintained itself as a real” community. It is not diluted by empty second homes™ or
stressed by tourist facilities. It has a complete range of ages and social classes and a range of
housing stock from modern housing association terraces to manor houses with histories going
back to mediaeval times.

For a small community, with 285 households and 511 electors in the parish, it has a good range
of amenities. It has a parish church, a primary school, a garage (with repair and servicing
facilities) a public house and hotel and a shop and post office. It has a regular [if infrequent]
bus service and several mobile facilities including a mobile library and a mobile fish and chip
van.

Given the size and layout of the village, all these amenities are potentially at risk. Not only Is
the number of residents small but the way the main development has occurred lnearly
between Chale and Chale Green over a distance of over one and a half miles, many residents
are not within the easy walking distance of the local school, shop or pub which would maximise
their use. Their continued availability relies on them being used, as well as being appreciated,
by the community.
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'rom the crumbling chalk and
clay clitts of Blackeang and

W hale (hine the Parish of
Chale extends over 3 miles
north terminating in a narrow
ridge between Appleford and
the Medina Valley. The east
and west boundaries are
marked Ii}.' the distinet

sandstone and chalk ridges of

St Catherine's down extending
to over 250 metres in height and the lower sandstone ridge line of
Chale Lane. St Catherine's Oratory and Hoy's Monument serve as
;_:‘I‘;tlil| markers to the eastern |1:l|‘i-—~|1 limits. H} contrast to the west
the area spills over the ridge and extends to the edge of the Atherfield
plain. This is a landscape of considerable contrast in elevation. land
use. lield patterns and settlement and as a result falls within three

distinct character areas.

1. The Medina river rises in the north east corner of the parish and as a result this area
typities the features found within the Medina Valley Corridor which extends from
Newport through to Chale and Niton. Itis an enclosed valley landscape with dispersed
farmsteads and a clear historic agricultural pattern. There is a wide variety of land use
both arable and pasture and there are extensive areas of wetland, woodland copses and
hedgerows. [he western flank is a unique landscape of downland and woodland and is
managed by the National Trust to retain its historic and natural character

Below the downs and extending west, the original small field boundaries of banks,
ditches and hedgerows remain leaving a landscape little changed since the time of
enclosure. The continuity of this landscape should be no surprise as Chale is the
source of the Medina. As the head of the valley it remains more isolated and resistant
to agricultural changes.

2. To the east of Chale Lane there is a marked change in character. The Back of the Wight
and Downland Fringe extends from Brook to Chale occupying the lower slopes of the
downs and extending to the sea. This is an expansive landscape of sparse dispersed
settlement and extensive agricultural change. The largely arable landscape is marked
by few trees or hedgerows creating the feel of a large open plain.

3. 'he Coastal Fringe is an area of magnificent, dynamic and ever changing topography.
Ihis Is a dramatic landscape in a constant state of flux bearing little similarity to the
wooded almost tranquil treed haven seen on the early Victorian paintings and
engravings of Chale and Blackgang. The massive movements of sandstone and clay
create a hostile almost lunar landscape and it is difficult to imagine a period of calm
and regeneration of natural cover in the future.
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The nature of the topography creates a sheltered central valley affording considerable
protection from the elements. It is therefore not surprising that the area has evidence of early
occupation.

The Parish has a medieval pattern of dispersed farmsteads with clear nucleated early centres
at Chale and Stroud Green (now Chale Green, identified as Stroude Green in 1345*).

By the 18th Century the centres of settlement were established largely in the form seen today
with outlying hamlets clustered around the two centres and the major outlying farmsteads of
Pyle and Walpen.

A major period of change and growth took place during the 19th and early 20th century when
the new settlements growing outward from the Methodist church at Newman Lane and Chale
Street created a built infill between the two hamlets forming the linear settlement recognised
today.

A further surge in growth took place on the seaward side of Chale and at Blackgang as part of
the gentrification of the countryside and the coastal fringe with development for pleasure and
status. This mixture of fine country houses, villas and terraces along the Chale to Niton road
was part of the then new Victorian seaside retreat which gave Blackgang fine hotels, grand
houses and a golf course. Sadly much of this magnificent and fanciful building has been
claimed by the sea leaving only incongruous remnants at Blackgang.

Development in the 20th century tended to reinforce the nucleated centres of Chale and Chale
Green which has served to dissipate the impact of modern growth. This evolution resulted In
the two separate centres developing their individual local amenities and services. Over time,
these amenities have reduced in number with the loss of churches, meeting room, the shop In
Chale and two public houses in Chale Green. This has left the remaining facilities of school,
community buildings, shop, pub and church relatively remote from a considerable number of
residents through the distribution of development in the parish of Chale.

The Parish has a predominantly agricultural past and future. There are however clear
changes in emphasis and the impact of agricultural practice. Though originally almost entirely
a pastoral landscape as seen on the 1844 tithe map, consisting of small fields flanked by
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buildings can be seen by changes in style and material reflecting the period of the
change and reconstruction.

(il  Through the 18th and 19th century the introduction of brick into the traditional
stone cottage is widely evident. Quoins, chimneys, doors and window openings coupled
with tiled roofs show the advance of clay products. There is a reduction in roof pitches
on the buildings no longer thatched. the introduction of slate roofing originates during
this period

liii)  With advent of the 20th century and the arrival of national house building styles
there is a loss in local distinctiveness and harmony. Almost all of the later interventions
are in brick and tile and are built of national rather than local materials. The impact of
individual plots i1s very high.

It is worthy of note that the Spanners Close development despite its comparatively
large size demonstrates remarkable low impact. The results of the siting, layout,
materials and scale serving to greatly reduce its potential impact compared to
contemporary speculative private developments.

Commercial development has been a limited feature of the parish since the 19th
century. The scale and extent of residential and hotel development associated with
Victorian tourism at Blackgang now seems almost to complement the landscape and
environment compared to modern developments with the large scale of associated
parking and lighting provision. Itis clear that the Chale landscape can absorb domestic
scale interventions of appropriate form and materials, however, its sensitivity to large
commercial change is exacerbated by the open high visibility typified by the Back of the
Wight and the transparency of any change when viewed from St Catherine’'s Down.

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - retains a unique character within the adjacent
countryside. The nature of the land and its topography has led to the retention of much
of the early enclosure landscape. In consequence, the parish retains an historic rural
character now frequently lost throughout the Isle of Wight.

The drama of the land form, the contrast between the enclosed valley and the extensive
downland ridges creates a landscape of considerable value reflected in its Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty [AONBJ], Heritage Coast status and Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is both a vantage point to appreciate the whole island and
an enduring example of the early island settlement.

The coastal fringe remains one of the most stunning features of the island coastline.
lts capacity for change, its scale and history remain features of compelling interest and
mystery not widely appreciated by those viewing the island from the viewpoint car park
or the Military Road.

The area is one of the few locations within the South of England to benefit from truly
dark skies and is protected through an identified Isle of Wight Council policy within the
Unitary Development Plan. Despite a number of regrettable interventions the clarity
and quantity of stars visible remains high. The control of light pollution is of paramount
importance if this valuable resource is to be protected and to limit the perceived spread
of urbanisation within the countryside.

Despite its contrasts and high levels of visibility, its history and landmark features and
the unspoilt rural character, Chale remains one of the little-appreciated gems of the
Isle of Wight landscape.
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Chale Wl was founded in 1929. Its hall, located near
the school, was given to the WI in 1956 by the
Working Men’s Club. The 13 members have
recently raised over £13,000 to enable the hall to be
refurbished with disabled access and disabled toilet
ensuring its continued availability for public
meetings and providing an invaluable Village Hall
e abineal (TR 2 facility. It i1s used, amongst many other things, for
' Parish Council meetings and as a Polling Station
for elections. Both these uses require public
accessibility and since October 2004 this has
involved a requirement for disabled access.
Without the recent improvements to the Hall, the
Polling Station would have had to be located in the
school involving a days closure.

Ihe arts and crafts group was founded relatively recently and meets weekly to undertake anything
creative. To date, projects have involved flower arranging, art, clay and patchwork.

The Chale Horticultural Society is a long-founded organisation of huge importance to the village. Its
enormously successful two-day summer Chale Show held each August attracts thousands from all
over the island as well as numerous holidaymakers for arena events, sideshows, fairground
attractions, commercial stands as well as the wide range of traditional class competitions for arts,
crafts and produce. The Autumn show is a more modest affair but provides opportunities for villagers
to show their produce in competition.

Ihe recreation ground committee is responsible for administering the recreation ground, a large,
relatively flat piece of grassland between the Military Road and the cliff top which is leased from the

iste of Wight Council. It raises income from the Chale Show and other events such as kite flying for
which it is the perfect venue.

The large Victorian Wesleyan Methodist chapel on Chale Street, towards the Chale Green end of the
village closed in 2002 when membership fell below the level needed to maintain it. Nevertheless, the
Methodists retain a presence in the village and are supporters of the Chale Village Partnership.



]
i
-
e
[
[
=
-
"
=
i=
-

-
—
—-—

...
-
i
=
1
L
x
1
i
4
-

P

i
e
e
=
L

s

-
=
=SS
"
—
—=y
.
es
.
-
=
T
P
e -
.
=
" —
o«
- -
- =
= =
—
e e
= 4
-
e
= T =
P |
S . ot

= S
—
n
-
=
= -
= =N
= =
=
i
'
d
=
[}
|
%
'
L
—
-
= a
x
-
-
- e
T
e

i
.
i
=
i ke
P
=
-
-
e
e
!
I
-
!
el [R— .
| i ey
. 1
S &
= i
.
o e

LN b
T
! ] llu

. -..-
. e L
— - —

i

-

L ke
T ] ]
| S|
[

1 —
"
S L
~ sha=
& -
— o
| L
— .
1 -.
- | -
f =
- —_— -
i -
r
— -
e
= [
-
s
- -——
s I e
-
r
‘
= .
-
f
- .
=
I 3
—
e -
e =
a
=
.I1.-. 1 -
[
—
J &
1 - 3
n
-
S - .
-
i
"
. 1
4
']
* L
-+
F i=
|
- =

l|| .lI|
L]
"
- =
=
'
[
— 13
—= -
E
a
=
=
ey

ke
-
=
" [
r
i -
.
. ey
-
&
-
-
.
e
i
i
L k
- . 1
.
'
L
f
ik
»

—

i
—
aliezre
1
=k

.
-
- - il
-
— -
- i
4 . -
- o
&
- =
< .
e =
—
ik -
- g
—_— -
» 5
g
i - -
g —— -
-
L
-
e
-
- |
J
p—
- -
n
— -
—
L
—
- i i -
e -

- F .
L’ -
- i
r— 4
.
|
| 4 e
L
1 -
— - i
o
- —
)
- 4
- %
o L’ - | |
14 ’
L ;
| nc? '
- il ")
L oy
- .
-
- o
-
1 !
-
4
o = =
*
=i .
=5 —
= il
= -
¥ e e
= -
- =
AT i
.
— =
1. it - L
e
- - =
.
" - —
-
o —
-— =
. -
.
)
L -
-
- - +
e — "’
—
ke
= el
P—
s i
ol
— —
; |
_ —
e e
. - L
P o =
HEF T
'} i §
T
-




!
1

According the Electoral Roll. Chale Parish has some 285 inhabited
properties with 511 electors. This is a small village by any vardstick
and probably one of the smallest to attempt to produce a Parish Plan.
In order to assess village opinion it was decided to invite all
inhabitants. of all ages, to complete individual surveys.

Survey forms were distributed to every household, where possible by hand delivery with the
remainder by post. Additional forms were available from the shop, garage and school. It was
originally intended that all forms should be collected by hand to maximise the response rate,
with the opportunity to return forms to the shop, garage or school if they were uncollected. In
the event, it was not found possible to recruit sufficient volunteers to collect all forms so the
response had to rely to some extent on forms being returned to the collection centres. An
envelope was provided for the returned forms to preserve privacy of the opinions expressed.

In all, 124 valid forms were returned. Two forms were returned with no questions answered.
The responses came from a wide range of ages reflecting a good cross-section of residents.
Although in one sense it was disappointing that only some 20% of residents responded, this is
more than enough to represent a statistically significant sample. In strictly statistical terms,
the sample can be interpreted as biased as it was limited to the self-selecting minority who
were prepared to complete and return the form. On the other hand, in democratic terms, it is
the opinions of those prepared to express them (when everyone has the opportunity to
contribute} which are considered in making community decisions.

Desien of the survey

The survey form as sent out is included as Appendix 1. It was decided that two pages of
questions is probably the maximum that can be attempted before the task becomes daunting
enough to seriously discourage response. The survey was constructed in several sections.

li) VIEW OF VILLAGE FACILITIES

To assess how strong the support is for the various existing facilities within the village
liil LONG TERM STRATEGY

To elicit the opinions of residents about they would like to see the village develop over the next
few years or so. This was broken down into several topic areas.

liij PROJECTS

Respondents were invited to give opinions on a range of suggested projects, all of which had
been suggested by one or more people in the preparation of the survey. Some of the projects
are probably not feasible and others were always unlikely to receive much support but it was
hoped that the responses would reveal the underlying feelings of residents towards the types
of project they would like to see. From this it should be possible to bring forward projects
which are eminently achievable and likely to draw widespread support.

liv] PERCEPTION OF THE VILLAGE

Respondents were invited to identify words which encapsulate for them their perception of the
village by selecting one or more adjectives from a list with the opportunity to write in their own
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words in addition. This was intended not only to identify the strong points but also, from those

words which received little support, to identify those less positive aspects of the village
perceived by residents.

lv] PERSONAL DETAILS

It was decided that the survey should be kept completely anonymous. No names were asked
for and the forms could not be traced back to the respondent by any numbering system. It was
felt that this would improve response and not discourage the expression of any negative
opinion that respondents might have. Respondents were asked to say if they were male or

female and to indicate their age group. A choice of eight different age groups were offered with
one for each ten-year period between 15 and 75.

Further questions were asked about availability of motor vehicles for personal use and access

to the internet. No questions were asked about employment status or income levels as being
unnecessarily intrusive for the purposes of this survey.

STRUCTURE OF QUESTIONS

The questions in the first three sections offered five possible responses from strong support to

strong opposition with a neutral central response. This helps to prevent bias and is in keeping
with good market research practice.

Analysis of the Survey
The survey was coded by hand and copied into an Excel spreadsheet. Using the sorting
facilities available in Excel, the responses to each question could be quickly listed to show how
many respondents chose each of the available responses. An average score was calculated
from those responding and converted to a rating in the range +10 to -10, where +10 would
represent strong support from all respondents and -10 strong opposition from all.

The numerical analysis of the survey is presented in Appendix 2. The numbers for individual
questions do not always add up to the number of forms received as some respondents did not

answer all the questions. In each case, the ratings were based on the responses received and
blank responses were discounted.

Although the rating score gives an overall indication of the level of support for a question, the
detailed distribution of responses is also important. A neutral rating score may represent an
issue where there are no strong feeling for or against. Or it may represent an issue for which
strong support and strong opposition are equally balanced.

Commentary on the analysis
Figures in brackets represent the support rating (positive unless preceded by a minus sign)

FACILITIES

All the facilities mentioned in the questionnaire provoked strong support. The general shop (9)
and the post office (9] followed by the primary school (8) produced the strongest support. The
filling station (which also provides repair and servicing facilities) was also well supported (7).
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The response to the pub (6] is a little more difficult to interpret. The Wight Mouse Inn has an
island-wide reputation for its food and facilities and has recently completed a major
refurbishment. At the same time, there is some feeling in the community that it does not fulfil
the role of a village pub. Recently a planning application for a smaller pub-type development
in the village was granted by the Isle of Wight Council against the advice of planning officers as
councillors perceived strong local support for it. Overall there is strong support for retaining a
pub in the village and the survey response which is related to existing facilities must be
considered as support for the Wight Mouse. At the same time, had a question been asked

about the importance of having a more intimate local”, there might have been support for an
additional alternative facility.

The support expressed for the parish church (7] might depend on how the question was
interpreted. Preserving the church as a community organisation is a different concept from
preserving the church as an historic building. The question was intended to refer to the value
of the church in the community and that would seem to be how the respondents interpreted it.
It would be difficult to imagine that anyone would think it not at all important to preserve the
14th century building. If this is a correct interpretation of the response, this represents a very

strong endorsement of the value of the church to village life in these days when church
attendance i1s declining.

The Women’s Institute Hall also received considerable support (5) but in retrospect it might
have been higher had respondents understood its function better. Although the WI Hall is
owned by the local Wl and is used for their meetings, it is also performs the function of a village
hall. In the "projects” section of the questionnaire, a village hall received one of the highest
responses (6). It may be that in responding the question about the WI Hall, some respondents

who were not interested in the WI itself therefore considered the hall to be relatively
unimportant.

POPULATION

Overall, the respondents seem to think that Chale is fine the size it is. There is a very small
support (1) for modest growth. Whatever growth there is to be, respondents are positive that
is should be amongst families (4], and young people (2] are preferred to older people (0]. This
suggests that the underlying concern for the village is that younger people and families will

move out [due to lack of employment and affordable housing?) leaving an ageing population
supplemented by incoming retirees.

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT

The standard responses offered of "a lot more” to "a lot less/fewer” may have provided some
difficulty in interpretation for respondents because it is not realistic to think in terms of
reducing the actual numbers of existing buildings. At the same time, some respondents have
clearly used the two negative boxes to express opposition to that form of development

Reflecting the views expressed on population, respondents see the need for some new housing
in the village but that it should be affordable housing. This would enable more young families
to stay in the village and other young families to come in. The preference is for Affordable
Housing to buy (3) rather than Affordable Housing to rent (1) or Free Market housing (0). The
village already has social housing developments provided by Housing Associations. A feature
of this type of housing is that there is no right-to-buy. Consequently, there is no easy path to
home ownership for tenants. There is little support for Free-Market housing although this is
the only type of housing development which has occurred recently in the village.
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The opposition to flats (-2} and the modest support for barn conversions (1) suggests that
respondents are concerned for the appearance of the village and this is confirmed by some of
the written-in comments such as "too many ugly bungalow’s”.

There is no support at all for Chale developing into a holiday centre with mobile home parks (-
3) and “second homes” [-4]) receiving a very negative reaction.

EMPLOYMENT

There is strong support for more employment opportunities in the village with equal support

for more full-time jobs (5] and more part-time jobs (5]. There is no clue in responses to other
questions in the survey as to where these jobs might be found.

TRANSPORT/ROADS

The highest support in this area is for better public transport (6). Apart from special school
and college services, there is a reliable bus service provided by Southern Vectis through the
village to Ventnor and Newport but with very few buses during the day. This service falls very
far short of the Isle of Wight Council's aim of a once an hour service and significantly restricts
access to employment opportunities for those dependent on public transport.

There is some support for more cycleways (4] and off-road footpaths (3). Also scoring 3 is the
introduction of more speed limits. At present, there are 30mph limits through Chale village
and Chale Green with 40mph along Chale Street which links them. Reducing this limit to
30mph throughout is one possibility that respondents may have in mind. Otherwise, the only
other road in the parish where a reduced speed limit might be appropriate is parts of the coast
road (Blythe Shute and the Military Road) where it passes through the parish.

There is support at a lower level (2) for more road signs. Currently there are no signs at the
transition between Chale and Chale Green and no signs at all indicating the boundaries of
Blackgang. Also there is no advanced direction sign for northbound traffic approaching the
junction between Chale Green, Town Lane and Appleford Road. It may be that the results of the

residents’ survey underestimate the need for more signs as these are more required by visitors
than by residents.

More parking spaces also has a support of 2. This support is probably centred on areas where
houses have little opportunity for off-road parking.

The support for more street lighting is fairly neutral (1) but the rating obscures the range of
opinions between those who are strongly in favour and those strongly against (who presumably

favour a “"dark skies” approach). There is certainly no consensus which would recommend an
increase In street lighting provision.

RECREATION

All three categories (Recreation Areas, Sports facilities and Cultural facilities) attract support
at level 4. These are categories where respondents are unlikely to have strong opinions that
there should be fewer facilities than at present and some level of support is virtually
guaranteed. While this level of support suggests that any opportunity to introduce more
recreational facilities would be welcome it is not sufficiently strong to indicate that major

iInvestment is justified. At the same time, there is an evident lack of recreational facilities in
the Chale Green area.
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CONSERVATION

The support for the categories in this section are higher than any other section in the survey.
More coastal protection achieves a high support level of 6. This suggests that residents are
generally not in sympathy with the current established policy of allowing this section of coast
to erode naturally. This may mean that residents have not been sufficiently consulted on
coastal protection issues or had their questions answered adequately. It may also reflect

concern that the effects of constant erosion (such as regular temporary loss of beach access)
have not been addressed in an acceptable way.

"Preserving old buildings” also has a high support rating of 6. This suggests that there is a
strong feeling that more should be done to maintain and improve the traditional appearance of
the buildings in the village. Many old buildings have been lost over the years and the
architecture of new buildings over recent decades has tended to follow current suburban
fashion rather than a style which would complement a traditional rural village.

The support for more drainage works (5] may have been interpreted in two different ways.
There are drainage issues on some sections of road which are prone to standing water or flash
flooding after heavy rain. On the other hand, improved drainage might be effective in delaying
coastal erosion where properties are under threat. On the assumption that each respondent
who has voted for more drainage works has some drainage problem in mind, more should be

done to investigate what problems village residents are aware of and what measures could be
taken to alleviate them.

The support for more nature reserves (4] shows there is strong interest in the rural

environment in which Chale is situated and indicates the likely support from residents for
projects to promote and preserve wild-life.

COMMERCE/BUSINESS

There is no strong support for a major growth in commerce and business in the village. More
shopping facilities (3], craft industries (3) and agriculture (3) have modest support but more
light industry (1) has little There is opposition to having more offices (-1). The implication is
that, although respondents have expressed support for more employment opportunities in the
village they are not in favour of anything that would threaten the rural nature of the village.
"More teleworking” (1) is not supported although this form of working could provide
employment with little threat to the appearance of the village. It may be that the concept is not
understood by many of the respondents.

TOURISM

The responses to this section indicate there is no general support for developing Chale as a
tourist centre. Growth in hotel accommodation (0) or camping sites (0} has no support and the
idea of sites for touring caravans (-1} is opposed. More unobtrusive holiday accommodation

such as self catering (2] and bread-and-breakfast (3] have very modest support as has the idea
of more tourist attractions (2).

CRIME AND DISORDER

There was no question in the survey about crime and disorder and in retrospect, this was an
omission. By Island standards, Chale is a low crime area and the Island itself is a low crime
area by national standards. Consequently it would be surprising if crime were a major issue
for Chale residents. Even so, the written-in comments on the questionnaires do include




references to vandalism, graffiti and litter. These are most evident around Chale Green and
centred on the bus shelter. This is an issue which can be addressed and may be linked with the

lack of recreation opportunities in the village, and particularly in the Chale Green area.

PROJECTS

The list of projects in the questionnaire was compiled from some ideas which have been widely
proposed and others which are individual suggestions. It was not intended to imply that all are
feasible or expected that all would receive widespread support. It was hoped that the
responses would identify some projects which could be taken forward and also, together with

other responses in the questionnaire show what types of project would be likely to be popular
with residents.

Support levels for various ideas ranged from 6 to - 4. Those that have a support rating of 3 or
more were:

SUPPORT RATING 6:

e Village Hall in Chale

* Safe route to school
 Footway outside school
e Evening classes (school]
* Better public transport
 Doctor's surgery

SUPPORT RATING 5
e Beach access from Chale

SUPPORT RATING 4

e Community minibus

e Playing field at Chale Green
 Nature reserve

« WI Hall improvement

e Village newsletter

e Cycle track to Newport

SUPPORT RATING 3

e More activities on the Green

e Pavilion at recreation ground

* Purchase of recreation ground

* Broadband internet access

* Saleable village history

* Creche facilities

e Save the Terrace from falling into the sea

Twelve further projects received lower levels of support or a level of opposition. The least
popular were:

Twinning with a French village (-3) and
Motor Sport on Military Road (-4)




CHARACTER OF CHALE

Of the 118 respondents who answered the question, 108 thought that Chale had a character
worth preserving. |

Asked to identify words which respondents thought characterised Chale the results were:
Rural 95

Quiet 77
Friendly 62
Peaceful 61
Relaxed o8
Picturesque 42
Historic 40
Pretty 29
Strong community 17

It is not surprising that on the Isle of Wight with so many village views immortalised in post
cards and chocolate boxes that Chale does not rate itself as a “pretty” village, although it has
many attractive old buildings, several of them listed. The higher rating for "picturesque” is
probably in recognition of the many stunning views which can be seen from points within the
parish. It is more surprising that only a minority regard Chale as being historic, although the
village can trace its roots back over more than a 1000 years, longer than many better known
settlements on the Island.

What is of more concern is that so very few think that Chale is a strong community and there
is no way that it can be argued that there is a strong community in Chale if so few of its
residents are aware of it. At the same time, there is strong support for community projects.
The community facilities are considered very important and there is good support for projects
which would improve the strength of the community including a Village Hall and a village
newsletter.

GENDER/AGE DISTRIBUTION

The question on gender and age group shows a wide distribution which underlines the validity
of the survey.

VEHICLE AVAILABILITY

The overwhelming majority (108) of respondents have access to a motor vehicle. Of those
reporting no vehicle available for their private use (16} eight are under 15, three are 15-24, one
is 55-64 and four are over 75. This means that no more than four respondents of
driving/working age have no access to a vehicle. Significantly, all 17 respondents aged 65-74
and 12 of the 16 aged over 75 do have access to a vehicle.

It would appear that a very small proportion of the population is dependent on public transport.
This does not necessarily mean that improvement in public transport is unnecessary. It may
very well be due to the low level of public transport available that residents are forced to obtain
their own vehicles and the lack of public transport may well discourage people from coming to
live in the village.




ACCESS TO THE INTERNET

Access to the internet was reported by 64 out of 123 respondents (52%). This compares with a
national average of 58% for the period April 2003 - March 2004 quoted in government statistics.
It is interesting that only 16 respondents were prepared to give their e-mail addresses. This

may be due to concerns about confidentiality of the survey information and tends to confirm the
decision to make the forms anonymous.

Written-in comments
There were one or more comments on the following:

TRANSPORT AND ROADS

Need for speed ramps along Terrace
Badger warning signs needed
Need for regular clearing and maintenance of drains

Need for affordable transport at more frequent and convenient times (that would allow people
to get to and from work]

Need for a cycle track
Need for a pathway to school

Repair of roads rather than investment in new road schemes

COMMUNITY

Feeling of lethargy in the community

Need for games room for youths/ youth/ community centre - several comments
Need for affordable housing for local people

Need for football team and pitch

Get rid of recreation ground - waste of money

Need for a playground - several comments

Not pleasant at night

Need for a stronger community and respect for others

THE SCHOOL

Retain the school - several comments
Extend the school hall for community use

THE ENVIRONMENT

Desire for beach access

Need for dog poo bins at the Terrace

Suggestion of refurbishment of shop forecourt - several comments plus comments about
updating / upgrading the shop

Awareness of the presence of vandals

Disgraceful state of bus shelter on the green

_ack of lighting - comments on dark areas

_ight pollution - several comments, the south of the Island is valued for its dark unpolluted
skies plus comments about poorly sited and aimed floodlights

Need for a village map

Reinstatement of hedges needed
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THE COUNCIL/PARISH COUNCIL

High council tax
Double standards of planning decisions

Hlllllll_]é"ll'\‘ nl' SULrvey E'llli!l}HiH

From the analysis of the survey a picture emerges of how the residents of Chale view their
village.

They enjoy its quiet, rural character and wish to preserve it.

They do not see the village as particularly pretty or historic.

They value the facilities they have but would appreciate improvements.

They have no desire for major growth in population or to see Chale develop into tourist
destination.

They would like to see more families with children in the village.

They would not wish to have major building development but what building is undertaken
should be unobtrusive and in character with its surroundings.

They are supportive of community projects but generally do not yet see a strong community
spirit.

This picture gives clear guidance of what sort of village Chale is and what sort of Parish Plan
it needs to support it.

The main indicators are:

» To preserve the character of village
e No major growth

 Preserve old buildings

 New buildings in sympathy with old
 To maintain and improve facilities

e To strengthen the community

e To improve the environment
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Village Hall

Village School

Village Shop and
Post Office

Evening Classes
(School)

Safe Route to
School; Footpath/

cycleway linking Chale &
Chale Green

Footway outside
School

Beach access

Public transport

Road safety

Graffiti - Chale Green

Litter - Chale Green

Development

Affordable Housing

To provide and maintain an accessible hall
for community use [The Chale Women's

Institute has now raised .I._.'."'..'_-..T"_ ana
improved 1 the WI Hall to provide e disabled
access and -"ct.’e:?‘_ﬂg 1ated it -";"."'-.-3:"-'_3 Village
Hall". It now requires village
organisations and residents to use It [i

To ensure the retention of the Village
School

To ensure the retention of a Village Shop
[The Village Shop and Post Office has now
been acquired by a local resident and is
being refurbished and improved which will
ensure its retention for the foreseeable
future)

To maintain and improve use of school for
adult education [The School has recently
been awarded lead status’ for extended
school status)

To investigate the possibility of improving
safety for walking and cycling between
Chale Green and Chale

To improve safety by allocating part of
carriageway for pedestrians

To investigate the possibility of improved
access to beach from Chale

li] To provide a service better coordinated
to village school needs & working hours in
Newport & Ventnor

[ii) to improve bus service tot he IW
Council’s target of an hourly service

To reduce the speed limit between Chale
and Chale Green from 40mph to 30mph

To discourage and remove graffiti from bus
shelter at Chale Green

To discourage and remove litter from

Chale Green

To discourage major development in the
Parish

To encourage any permitted development
to include affordable housing to buy

Women’s Institute/all
Village organisations

School governors/
' Friends of Chale School

All residents

School governors/
Friends of Chale School/
Village Partnership

| Parish Council (to liaise
- with IW Council]/Village

Partnership

Parish Council (to liaise

- with IW Council)/Village
- Partnership

. Parish Council (to liaise
- with IW Council)

. Parish Council/Southern
- Vectis

Parish Council [to Liaise

. with IW Council)

. Parish Council/Village
. Partnership

" Parish Council/Village
. Partnership/Chale
. Green Stores

Parish Council (to liaise
with IW Council)

Parish Council [to liaise
with IW Council]

B | fesuan

On-going

On-going

On-going

On-going

2005*

2005*

2005

2005*

2005

2005*

2005*

On-going

On-going

**achievable immediately

*achieveable soon




——

Village Newsletter

Village history

Doctor’s surgery

Recreational
Facilities

Light pollution

Outdoor map

Light in council Car
Park

Event on the green

Signs

Drainage

To develop a community newsletter
[already underway]

To develop a written history of Chale

Consult with the Niton Practice to see if a
surgery could be provided in Chale

Investigate the provision of more
recreational facilities, particularly for
young people, accessible from all areas of
the Parish

lo press the IWC to enforce its own
planning requlation on unnecessary light
pollution for new and existing
developments, especially those near the
coast

To provide a weatherproof map showing
local walks, etc for the benefit of visitors

To Provide a light to assist people using
the car park near the village hall

To arrange a community event on Chale
Green

To investigate the need for more place and
direction signs

To investigate drainage problems

Responsibility

Village Partnership

Parish Council

| Parish Council

Parish Council/Village
Partnership

Parish Council

Village Partnership

| Parish Council/Village

Partnership

. Village Partnership

Parish Council/lsle of

- Wight Council

Parish Council/lsle of

- Wight Council

2005**

2005

2005

2005

2005*

2005*
2005*
2005*
2005/6

2005/6

**achievable immediately
*achieveable soon




Chale Parish Plan

Your chance to influence the future of Chale

What is a Parish Plan?

The Government’'s Rural White Paper “Our
Countryside — The Future” (November 2000)
launched the idea of Parish Plans and set out
their purpose as:

“... to set out a vision of what is important,
how new development can best be fitted in,
the design and quality standards it should
meet, how to preserve valued local features
and to map out the facilities which the
community needs to safeguard for the future.”

Plans should “identify key facilities and
services, set out the problems that need to be
tackled and demonstrate how distinctive
character and features can be preserved.”

The structure of planning changes radically next
year. Out goes the old “Unitary Development
Plan” and in comes the “Local Development
Framework”. The Isle of Wight Council will be
among the first authorities to develop an LDF.
They are required to consult local communities on
how they themselves want planning guidelines to
be developed. The Chale Parish Plan is an
opportunity for everyone to have an input into that
process. This survey will provide the basis for
drafting the Plan and it is very important that as
many people as possible contribute their views.

If you feel that the questions have missed

important points there is the opportunity to write in
your own comments.

What is Chale Parish?

The Parish Plan is based on the Civil Parish of
Chale which is the area used for electoral rolls
and censuses and the area covered by Chale
Parish Council. It stretches from Blackgang in the
West to Whale Chine in the east and just beyond
Chale Green in the north. There are 511 people
on the electoral roll in the parish.

Who is the survey for?

The survey is for anyone who is resident in Chale,
of any age. You can have a form for every person
in your household. Additional forms can be
obtained from Chale Green Stores or from Chale
Service Station.

What do | do with the completed form?

We will try to collect your form during the next two
weeks. If your form isn’t collected, you can leave

it at Chale Green Stores, Chale Service Station or
Chale School.

What happens next?

When the survey forms have been analysed, the
Parish Plan Steering Group will incorporate the
conclusions in a draft plan. There will then be

opportunity for anyone to make further comments
before the Plan is published.

Will there be any other consultation?

If you represent an organisation or business
based in Chale you are invited to contribute
directly any thoughts on problems or opportunities
for that organisation or business which might be
relevant to the Plan. See contact details at the
end of the questionnaire

Will it make any difference?

Planning authorities are obliged to take parish
plans into account when preparing their own
planning priorities. The Chale Parish Plan can
have a significant effect on the future of Chale
provided that it is soundly based on substantial
local opinion — which is why it is vital that as many
residents as possible take part in this survey. Any
project which has strong local support has much
more chance of being implemented and the
Parish Plan is the recognised way in which that
support can be demonstrated.

Someone will call to collect your completed forms
during the next two weeks

If it is not collected, please leave it at Chale Green Stores, Chale Service Station or Chale School
Extra forms can also be collected from these places

Everyone is invited to complete a form — no age limits!



1. How important is it to you that Chale should
keep the following?:

. § 3
§ = g &
£ 5. F E
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> & 3% = @
2 & 52 2 2
Primary School ENEEERSE s
General Shop D D D D D
Post Office [J L) & Ul L[]
Filling Station O O 0O 0O O
Pub D D El D D
Parish Church D D j D D
Wi Hall O O 0 0O O

2. Long term strategy (next 10 years or so) How
would you like to see Chale develop?

(if an item would be new to Chale and you wouldn’t want
it, tick “no change”)

A lot more
A little more
No change
A little
less/fewer
A lot
less/fewer

Building Development
Affordable housing (to rent)

Affordable housing (to buy)
Free-market housing

Flats

Second homes

Mobile home parks

O000000

A0 OOBCh SSREaElL]
G0 D000 OORaae
OO TOOd BoOBRsEs
A8 OO0 'Doouoo

Barn conversions

Population
Total population

Young people
Older people

Families

Employment
Part-time jobs

OO0 BB

Full-time jobs

Transport/Roads
Cycleways

Parking spaces
Footpaths (off-road)
Street Lighting

Public Transport
Road (direction) signs

Speed limits

Recreation
Recreation areas

Sports facilities

Cultural facilities

Conservation
Coastal protection

Drainage works

MNature reserves

Preserving old buildings

Commerce/Business

Shopping facilities
Light industry

Craft industries
Agriculture
Teleworking facilities
Offices

Tourism
Self catering
accommodation

Bed and Breakfast
Hotel accommodation
Touring caravan sites
Camping sites

Tourist attractions

A lot more

o000 000 O00o0ood

mimimEmynin

OO0000 O
miEimiimingn
mimjoimimyn

A little more

O0O00000o
mimiulmininy
O0O000000
DE L DG
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O0O0000

No change

less/fewer

A little
A lot

OO0 BIUE]

1 B 51 E ]

less/fewer

OO0 BEd

O0O00000

WimlalEmE N

Please write in any other topics you feel are important




S e

3. All these ideas for projects have been suggested
by one or more people. What do you think?

Neither good
nor bad

Village hall in Chale

Cycleway along main road
Safe route to school
Footway outside school
Evening classes (school)
Community minibus

Better public transport

Licensed community centre

Playing field at Chale
Green

More activities on the
Green

Pavilion at recreation
ground

Purchase of recreation
ground (currently rented)

Nature reserve

Theatre facility

WI Hall improvement

Nature reserve

Duck pond

Swimming pool

Bowling green

Broadband internet access
Village newsletter

Revive village website

Saleable village history

Twinning with French
village

Creche facilities

Adult activity trail

“Art Hut” reqularly
repainted

Motor sport on Military
Road

Additional paragliding sites

Doctors’ surgery
Cycle track to Newport

Beach access from Chale

Save The Terrace from
falling into the sea

O0000000000000000000000000000000A0 very good idea
O00000000000000000000000000000000 ceod idea
OO0000000000000O0OoOo0ooo0ooo0oo0ooooooooo
O0000000000000000000000000000000A0 sadidea
O00000O000000000000000000000000000 verybad ides

4. The Parish Plan will identify those characteristics
of Chale that the residents would like to preserve.

Do you think Chale has a character worth
preserving?

Yes D No D

Circle any of the words below which you think are
characteristic of Chale (please write in any other
words you think appropriate)

Quiet Relaxed Friendly
Peaceful Pretty Picturesque
Historic Strong community Rural

5. About yourself. To help the analysis of the
results, please answer the following:

Q@
O ]
g 8
Are you male or female? (1 O
o ©
o X 3 O S
F2 231235}
5 v+ & ® < v © O
Your age group LB angoiln B
& o
> Z
Do you have a motor
vehicle available for your Ly )

personal use?

o
-

Yes

Do you have access to the
internet? D m

If you would like to be included in a village e-mail
database to receive progress reports on the Parish
Plan, village news and information on other village
events please write in your e-mail address. It will
not be given to any third parties.

E-mail address (optional)

If you have any queries on this survey or need more
forms please contact:

David Overton

Tel 551475

E-mail: dtoverton@compuserve.com




Chale Parish Plan - Survey Questionnaire Results (124 valid forms received)
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5| E|S|Ealsg g

< | < | 2 |<8|<2| &
Transport/Roads
Cycleways 40 (29 (47| 0 | 4 | 4
Parking spaces 11130(75| 0| 3 | 2
Footpaths (off-road) 30 12565 0 | 1 3
Street Lighting 16 | 34 [ 53| 4 |17 | 1
Public Transport 47 |44 | 31| 0 | O | 6
Road (direction) signs 13136567 317 | 2
Speed limits 311231571 5 4 3
Recreation
Recreation areas 27 139|154| 0| 0| 4
Sports facilities 30[(37(41[ 121 4
Cultural facilities 23 143|149 | 1 : I
Conservation
Coastal protection 54 141 (26| 0| 3 | 6
Drainage works 4113813112 1618
Nature reserves 3240|142 | 1 11 4
Preserving old buildings | 45 (42 | 30| O | 1 | 6
Commerce/Business
Shopping facilities 14142162 0 | 1| 3
Light industry 5 134|61| 4 |13 | 1
Craft industries 17144 | 51| 0 | 4 | 3
Agriculture 24 128(60| 2 | 3 | 3
Teleworking facilities 10120(74| 3 | 8 | 1
Offices 3 (13|75 6 | 14| -1
Tourism
gsgnrc::::gtinn 4 34 160 | 6 14 £
Bed and Breakfast 10 | 45 | 63 | 1 1 3
Hotel accommodation 3 (17{90| 3 | 5| 0
Touring caravan sites 3 11218412 | 16| 1
Camping sites 5114|184 | 5 12| 0
Tourist attractions 8 |33|73] 1 5 | 2

y o €
" = IR
S | 8 g | g
> 2|88 2| 3| €
Q = E O =] =] 0
> o ISEl X 1 ZE ]
Primary School 99 15| 6 | 2 | 1| 8
General Shop 104 14 | 5 1 01| 9
Post Office 109 9 | 5 1 019
Filling Station 79 30| 8> ]| 217
Pub 61 34 (15| 7 | 5 | 6
Parish Church 86 19110 & | 3 | 7
WI Hall 61 24 ({21110 6 | §
e @ - -
5| 2|0 |2%(s% =
- = o |=a|l=wv
< | < | 2 |<2|<2| &
Building
Development
Affordable housing (to
— 18|26 |53 | 7 |18 1
Affordable housing (to
buy) 24 |43 |42 | 6 | 7 | 3
Free-market housing 8 1171741 6 1111 ©
Flats 3 (14|67 |12 | 23| -2
Second homes 3| 5 (531344 | 4
Mobile home parks 4 | 5 |160| 6 |44 | -3
Barn conversions 9 |31|158] 9 |13 ] 1
Population
Total population 2 | R17TT1 21211
Young people 1013567 4 | 0| 2
Older people 2 117180113131 0
Families 21143 |53, 0| 0 | 4
Employment
Part-time jobs 37 | 51 | 28 | 1 118
Full-time jobs 38(48|133| 1 (0| &




Do you think Chale has a character worth

preserving?
108 No 10

Yes

m
O ©
O L'
glgld | |2,
> | 5 |88 8| 8|S Circle any of the words below which you think are
- E 25/ 8| & | § characteristic of Chale (please write in any other
S|lo|2€|la |3 | & words you think appropriate)
Village hall in Chale 5113951211 4 | 1 6 ;
Cycleway along main 34126127120 9 | 2 ?;"“t gglaxed ;;E“dlﬁ'
road
Safe route to school 52142 (20| 2 | 0O | 6 :
Footway outside school | 51 [ 45 | 20 | 1 1 6 E?!aceful ;gﬁy :;:turesque
Evening classes (school) | 39 | 44 | 23 | 2 0 6
Community minibus 34 (381 39| 3 3 4 Historic Strong community Rural
Better public transport 49 | 42 |1 25| 3 1 6 40 17 95
Licensed community
it 19/19 (48 |14 | 16 | 1
Playing field at Chale
oot 42 1 2 |21 111 | 7 | & B 2
gtr:;r:nactwmaa on the w38 1261 7 1111 3 S22
Pavilion at recreation
ground 341361311107 |3 Are you male or female? 59 | 65
Purchase of recreation
_ground (currently rented) s4j2r|drj12|1 713
Nature reserve 28142]140] 5 { 1] 4 - 0
Theatre facilly 10 (215125 7 | 0 §333|2/3]|% 5
WI Hall improvement 26148 32| 9| 3 | 4 S§5998|2(8|8|38
Duck pond 26 | 31 |40 [ 13| 8 | 2 e er— 9
5611|124 |135|17 | 16
Swimming pool 14 126 |32 128 |14 | 0 S [
Bowling green B |23 1082121111 8 E 9
Etf;:and memet 39125 (32|14 | 6 3 Do you have a motor
Village newsletter 28153133 4| 1| 4 vehicle avaiia?hla foryour | 108 | 16
Revive village website 17129149 |10 | 8 | 2 PRESDN Use!
Saleable village history 24 |35 |47 | 5 | 6 | 3 o o
Twinning with French 5 111147115 | 36 | -3 & ”
village
e Do you have access to
Créche facilities 131531456 3 | 2| 3 o 64 | 59
Adult activity trail 6 129|169 3 | 8 | 1
otk 19 (19 (48 [ 14 | 11| 1
repain
:U;r sport on Military 14115115122 151 | 4 E-mail address (optional)
0
:ﬁ;ﬁﬂnﬂl paragliding 8 |13 /54|14 | 25| -2 16 e-mail addresses provided
Doctors’ surgery 48 146 | 23| O 1 6
Cycle track to Newport 23 139]133| 6 | 7| 4
Beach access from
Chale 55140118 | 5 | 6 | §
Save The Terrace from
falling into the sea 4212512719 |15] 3
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PAR

SH PLAN STEERING GROUP

David Botha
Melanie Danaford
David Overton
Sue Starke

PARISH PLAN DOCUMENT

Editor - David Overton®*

[_h.

Landscape Assessment - David Whitehurst®* M.L.I., Consultant Landscape Archi

History - Sue Starke*®
Uuestionnaire design and analysis - David Overton

Additional analysis - Melanie Danaford?®

| - e A b, > S e e TR L Pl Ll 1w # n T RNLY
Graphic design and Illustration - Simone Whitehurst®, Coco Design Co

Additional historical information - Derek ‘F'.'-[Jr-_ﬁkr'f‘

Ihanks also to Chale Village Partnership

[Chairman Vern Tyerman*| for their enthusiastic support
[*Chale residents])

ALSO FOR HELP AND ADVICE FROM
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AND, OF COURSE, THE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM
I'he Countryside Agency
[he Rural Community Council

The Parish Council |Clerk: John Whitney]

and the residents of Chale
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