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4 DEFINITIONS 
 
4.1 “The Act” 
 
 refers to the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (as amended 
 by the Policing and Crime Act 2009). 
 
4.2 “The Policy” 
 
 refers to Isle of Wight Council’s Sex Establishment Licensing Policy. 
 
4.3 “Relevant Locality” 
 

refers to the locality where premises are situated or where the vehicle, vessel or stall is 
going to be used. The locality and the area that this covers is a matter for the local 
authority to decide. This council has determined that relevant locality will be determined 
on a case by case basis for the purpose of decision making. 
 

4.5 “Character of the Relevant Locality” 
 The character or characteristics of the locality where the premises are situated will be 
 instrumental in determining whether or not the granting of a licence will be appropriate. 
 This council has not defined what type of area would or would not be acceptable in terms 
 of character. The council will consider the character of the area on a case by case basis 
 and will take into account such factors as the uses and users of the area, how the area is 
 perceived, the vision/plan for the area and the views of the planning authority. 
 
4.6 “The Council” means; 
 the Isle of Wight Council 
 
4.7 “The Police” means; 
 
 the Hampshire Constabulary 
 
4.8 “The Licensing Authority” means 
 
 the Isle of Wight Council’s Licensing Section as defined in Section 5.1.1 of this policy. 
 
4.9 “Display of Nudity” means; 
 
 In the case of a female: exposure of her nipples, pubic area, genitals or anus. 
 
 In the case of a male: exposure of his pubic area, genitals or anus. 
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5 APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

5.1 New Application 
 
5.1.1 An application should be made in writing to: The Licensing Authority, Isle of Wight 
 Council, Jubilee Stores, The Quay, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 2EH. Telephone 01983 
 823159 or email licensing@iow.gov.uk. 
 
5.1.2 Applications may also be made electronically via the council’s website at 
 www.iwight.com/licensing. 
 
5.1.3 Each applicant must supply their full name and address, any alternative names used by 

that person together with their date of birth, and full contact details including where 
possible an email address. 

 
5.1.4 Applicants for a licence must complete the application form and submit it to the licensing 

section together with: 
 

a) floor plan(s), drawn to scale and showing all means of entry and exit, any parts 
used in common with any other building and indicating how the premises are 
situated in relation to the street, 

 
b) plan(s) showing the existing and front elevation of the premises depicting all 

signage, 
 

c) plan(s) (scale 1:100) showing the sex establishment in relation to other premises 
within 100 metres, 

 
d) plan(s) (scale 1:100) showing the layout of the sex establishment,  

 
e) the correct fee as set by the council. 

 
5.1.5 As part of the application process, applicants are required to post an A4 notice 

prominently at the proposed site for 28 days from the first working day after the date the 
application is lodged with the Licensing Authority, setting out the application details.  

 
5.1.6 The notice must also be published by the applicant in a local paper within 7 days of the 

application being lodged. 
 
5.2 Application for Renewal 
 
5.2.1 Where a licence is in existence, an application to renew the licence shall be made no 

later than two calendar months before the expiry date of the existing licence. 
 
5.2.2 The application form, together with relevant plans and the fee should be sent to the 

Licensing Authority. Applications to renew licences are subject to the same consultation 
process (including the site and newspaper notice requirements) set out in paragraph 
5.1.4 and 5.1.5. 
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5.3 Variation Application 
 
5.3.1 Variation applications relate only to proposed changes to such matters as the hours of 

opening and the area of the premises covered by the licence. 
 
5.3.2 A completed application form, together with relevant plans and the fee should be sent to 

the Licensing Authority. Applications for variation of the licence are also subject to the 
site and newspaper notice requirements set out in paragraphs 5.1.4 and 5.1.5. 

 
5.4 Application to Transfer 
 
5.4.1 A completed application form and the fee should be sent to the Licensing Authority if the 
 holder of the licence is to be changed. 
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6 FEES 
 
6.1 The appropriate fees for applications can be found on the Council’s website. Application 

fees must be paid in full at the time of submission of the application. 
 
6.2 Any refused or unsuccessful application will qualify for a refund of 25% of the application 

fee.  
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frivolous or vexatious will be made objectively by licensing officers and not on the basis 
of any political judgement. 

 
7.9 A vexatious objection generally means one that is repetitive, without foundation or made 

for some other reason such as malice. A frivolous objection is generally taken to be one 
that is lacking in seriousness. 

 
7.10 During the consultation period for all applications, the applicant shall on request of any of 

the organisations detailed in 7.4.3 to 7.4.8 allow an authorised officer a reasonable 
opportunity to enter the proposed sex establishment to make such examination and 
enquiries as may be necessary to determine the suitability of the applicant and of the 
premises. 
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9 CONDITIONS 
 
9.1 When granting a Sex Establishment licence, the council is permitted to attach 
 conditions and restrictions to that licence in the form of conditions specific to the 
 individual licence under paragraph 8 of Schedule 3 of the Act. 
 
9.2 In addition the council may make regulations under paragraph 13 of schedule 3 of the 
 Act, prescribing standard conditions applicable to all licences for sex establishments, that 
 is to say, terms, conditions and restrictions on or subject to which licences under this 
 Schedule are in general to be granted, renewed or transferred by them. 
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10 DURATION OF LICENCE 
 
10.1 Sex establishment licences will normally be issued for one year, but may be issued for a 
 shorter period if deemed appropriate by the council. 
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13 Schedule of Delegations         
 

Matter to be dealt with Sub-
Committee 

Authorised 
Officer 

Application for sex establishment licence     If an objection If no objection 
made 

Application to vary sex establishment licence If an objection All other cases 

Application for transfer of sex establishment licence If an objection All other cases 

Decision on whether an objection is irrelevant, frivolous, 
repetitious or vexatious etc 

 All cases 
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This information is available on request as an audiotape, 

in large print, in Braille and in other languages. 
For further details please contact Environmental Health on (01983) 

821000 
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