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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 1


I. Improving Air Quality 
& The Environment


Objective
O4 To improve local air quality and the environment


Key Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T15 To have no designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA).


T18 To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T1 To achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys.


T2 To achieve 76.3% bus punctuality.


T3 To increase bus satisfaction to 65%. 


T4 To achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys.


T5 To maintain train punctuality at 97.2% or better.


T6 To maintain train reliability at 99.5% or better.


T7 To achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys.


T8 To triple the number of cycling trips.


T10 To increase by 5% the number of households able to access Newport within 30 minutes by


walking, cycling or public transport.


T14 To increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training.


T16 Modal share of journeys to school – target to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T17 To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


I.1 Introduction


Everything we do has an impact on our environment. Every element of our lives,


from how we source our food, buy our clothing; to our homes, how we heat 


them, light them and travel all contribute to the global impact that we make. 


It is recognised that transport can be a significant cause of air and noise pollution. Our local air quality


monitoring has indicted that although pollutant levels associated with transport are currently generally 


acceptable on the Island, monitoring at key points has indicated a rise in some areas and it is 


important that we continue our monitoring regime and ensure that these levels do not rise further.


The bigger picture


Current predictions on climate change would suggest that our activities are now having a real impact


on our planet and its weather. It is considered that rising average temperatures with the resulting 


loss of polar ice, changes to global sea patterns, and increased rainfall, will result in sea level rise, 


increased wave height, flooding and more frequent storm events. Experts agree that we are already 
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Undercliff Drive and accelerated erosion of our coastline can be attributed in some part to these 


climatic changes. 


Potential conflict can occur at the coast when attempting to integrate human activities, such as 


travel and recreation, and natural processes and ecosystems. Coastal habitats on the Island are 


very sensitive but the coast is important for transport infrastructure and many people live and work 


at the coast. The effects of climate change could mean that we have to work harder to integrate all 


of these land uses and activities. 


Local impact


An “ecological footprint” carried out for the Council in 2005, has indicated that although the demands


we place on the world’s resources are below the national figure, the demands of the Island are 


higher than some other areas and have increased over the last four years. Transport is a major 


contributor to CO2 (the main greenhouse gas) emissions and even on the Island car journeys 


contribute in excess of 200,000 tonnes of CO2 per year.


The Island has two small airstrips, one grass the other concrete. It is not anticipated that the Island 


will see major expansion of air travel and any plans to increase travel by this means will have to 


balance the desire to increase travel choice and encourage car free travel against any possible 


environmental consequences. 


Protection and enhancement


The Council places a strong premium on the responsible protection and use of our natural resources,


particularly the use of non-renewable energy and the consumption of water. The Island has seen 


increasing demands placed on all its natural resources and with significant development and future 


growth planned, it is essential that adequate measures for protection and where possible reduction 


in natural resources consumption are put in place.


The Isle of Wight is a special place and a microcosm of the South East of England. The quality and 


attractiveness of its built, natural and historic environment is a major factor when considering why 


people chose to live and stay here. It is also one of the prime reasons why people visit the Island 


and as such directly contributes to our local economy and employment. 


Consultation carried out as part of the 


production of the first LTP, our LA21 


strategy the Community Plan “Island 


Futures”, the Provisional LTP, emerging 


LDF and SEA of both Plans have indicated 


that those questioned considered the 


local environment to be one of the Island’s 


most important assets. (See www.iwight.com).


2 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 3


I.1.1 Embracing the SEA process


The Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA) undertaken during the development of this Plan 


and the emerging “Island Plan,” are an essential part of the plan process and will help to ensure 


that effective environmental protection is given when considering proposals in the Plan and in any 


future development proposals. We will now monitor both plans as part of the SEA process, so as to 


ensure that any significant environmental effects can be identified and appropriate remedial action 


taken early on. 


I.2 Reducing the global impact


In common with all other LAs, the Council has developed its own local Agenda 21


Strategy for the Island. The purpose of which is to bring social, environmental 


and economic well-being whilst at the same time ensuring that we leave the 


world at least as good a place as we found it. 


The LA21 Strategy used a series of road shows to ask people what they liked and disliked about the 


Island’s environment, transport, resources, economy, and quality of life and what they wished to change. 


The consultation showed that the majority of respondants liked the Island’s environment and lifestyle;


the biggest area of dislike was transport – cost of ferries and public transport. The LA21 Strategy 


established a framework for change and this has in turn influenced the Community Plan “Island 


Futures” and informed this LTP process. 


I.2.1 Our ecological footprint


As part of the LA21 process, in 2003 the Council commissioned the first ecological footprint analysis


to be carried out for the Island. This award winning study investigated a broad range of environmental 


trends and indicators between 1999 and 2003. By taking into consideration the local and global 


biocapacity of the Island it measured the amount of resources consumed by residents and visitors 


and the size of the resulting mark, or “footprint” this leaves on our global environment.  


A repeat study was carried out in 2005 to show any changes in this area. This study also looked at:


• Direct energy.


• Materials and waste.


• Food.


• Land use.


• Personal transport.


The study showed that although the demands local residents and visitors place on the world’s 


resources are below the national figure, our demands are high and have increased over the last 


four years. (See www.bestfootforward.com) 


The future regeneration of the Island should be mindful of the need to stabilise our ecological 


footprint and it is important that transport contributes to this goal.
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4 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


I.3 Our landscape, natural, built and historic environment 


The Isle of Wight is roughly diamond in shape, with 92 km (57 miles) of coastline


and a land area of 38014 hectares (147 square miles). The Island is divided into 


two distinct areas by a large chalk ridge running approximately east to west. 


The underlying geology is an important feature of the Island and has a direct impact on the condition 


and therefore the maintenance requirements of our roads, buildings and other infrastructure. The 


land to the north of the chalk ridge is largely made up of clay with heavily wooded areas and a number


of inlets and harbours. The area to the south of the ridge is generally flatter in nature, with the 


underlying geology predominately greensand with small areas of clay in the south-eastern tip with 


Ventnor (map ref M9) located on the periphery of the clay beds. Some areas of the Island are 


particularly sensitive to climatic change and the occurrence of wet and dry weather can result 


in subsidence or cracking. 


The Island exhibits a great diversity of geology within a comparatively small area and is considered 


to be of outstanding geological significance. This factor is reflected that the Island has 15 Sites of 


Special Scientific Interest, which have nationally important geological and / or geomorphological 


features of interest, and the Council is currently considering making an application for EU “Geopark” 


Status or as a World Heritage Site, because of the international importance of the Islands geology.


The chalk grasslands, maritime cliffs, estuaries, heathland, semi natural habitats, shingle habitats, 


coastal grazing marsh, saline lagoons, saltmarshes, intertidal and subtidal reefs and sea caves, 


intertidal mudflats and sandflats are particularly important, not only in a regional context, but on a 


national and international scale. The complex diversity of the landscape supports a wide range of 


species, including at least 54 national priority species. In the absence of grey squirrels, the Island is


one of the country’s most significant areas for red squirrels. 


This Plan must relate to and take account of a number of key overarching documents, these include:


• Unitary Development Plan (UDP) - current statutory plan.


• Emerging “Island Plan” (LDF).


• Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan.


• Shoreline Management Plan.


• Coastal / Fluvial Defence Strategies.


• Biodiversity Action Plan and Species Action Plans.


• Relevant Estuary Plans.


• Historic Environment Action Plan (currently being prepared).


Humans have shaped the Island’s historic environment over the last 450,000 years. Every landscape 


and townscape, which we see today, has been formed by the actions of our ancestors. The value and


importance of our historic environment remains are enormous and help contribute to our sense of 


place and local identity, as well as acting as attractions for visitors. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 5


I.3.1 Natural environment and landscape 


Much of the Island is covered by nature conservation and landscape designations. These include a 


number, which are of national and international significance.


• The Island has five SACs (Special Areas of Conservation). Only parts of some SACs 


i.e. Solent Maritime and Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SACs are within the IOW.


• A SPA (Special Protection Area), which covers part of the Island.


• A Ramsar site which covers part of the Island.


Taken collectively the above cover 6.2% of the land mass and much of the intertidal and inshore 


waters. Some 97.3% of the inshore waters are covered by SPA, SAC and Ramsar designations.


• Over half of the Island is designated as an Area of outstanding Natural beauty 


(AONB) (191km2) Recognition of the national importance of the quality of its landscape.


• 11% of the Island is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).


• 10% has been designated as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).


• Half of the Island’s coastline has been defined as Heritage Coast, with the Tennyson 


Heritage Coast running for 34km and the Hamstead Heritage Coast for 11km.


• The Island has more than 10% of the South East region’s chalk grassland.


• The Island has some of the best examples of undeveloped estuaries 


in the South East region.


• The Island has some of the best examples of intertidal and offshore reefs in the South 


East region.


• The Island is the national stronghold for species such as red squirrel and is of national 


significance for dormouse, water vole and barn owl and the butterfly, Glanville Fritillary. 


It is also of international importance for species such as the rare plant early gentian 


and Bechstein and Barbastelle bats. 


I.3.2 The built environment 


The Island contains over 2,000 buildings, which are listed of architectural or historic interest, most 


of which are designated grade II - “buildings of special interest, which warrant every effort being 


made to preserve them”. The Island has 27 Conservation Areas - an “area of special architectural 


or historic interest of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”. 


Many of our Conservation Areas include villages and settlements, which are rural in character and 


the predominately rural character of our highway network adds to the charm of the Island. The 


physical remnants of our past are valued by locals and visitors as an essential part of our culture 


and heritage and contribute to our sense of identity. The presence of historic buildings, historic areas, 


ancient street patterns and rural roads no doubt adds to the local quality of life and attractiveness 


of the Island. 
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6 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


I.3.3 The historic environment


The Isle of Wight's historic environment consists of a much greater range of archaeological remains, 


sites and structures than many places on the mainland. Human activity on the Island dates back to 


450,000 years ago and the landscapes of ceremonial monuments such as Bronze Age barrows and 


humps and bumps of Saxon and Medieval villages survive within the fabric of the existing landscapes. 


Historic structures such as churches and wartime defences survive, as well as landscaped parks 


and gardens or historic woodlands. Even our modern towns and buildings lie on top of structures 


and deposits that can reveal unique and valuable information about our past.


• 221 sites are of national importance by being designated as Scheduled Monuments.


• 4293 sites are designated as being of archaeological importance by being recorded 


on the Isle of Wight Historic Environment Record.


• Several sites are designated as protected wrecks in IW Coastal waters.


• 8 sites are designated as being of historic importance by being included on English 


Heritage’s Register of Historic Parks and Gardens and a further 29 are included in the Local 


Register as part of the Council’s Unitary Development Plan.


• Six areas are designated as being of Archaeological Importance by English Heritage’s 


Extensive Urban Survey.


I.4 Management & protection


Our roads and transport routes can help play an important role in nature 


conservation and have acted as communication routes for thousands of years. 


The Island’s roads are a very significant public landholding, which need to be 


managed in the long-term. 


Whilst roads may be seen on one hand simply as a route or connection between people and a method


of getting from A to B, the entire land holding, supplemented by over 827 km (500 miles) of public 


rights of way, should also be recognised as an enormously environmentally diverse network of links 


and wildlife corridors as well as historic and natural landscapes in their own right. The Council is 


taking a proactive approach to landscape management and countryside activities and is seeking to 


ensure that transport and the use and management of transport routes are, as far as possible, in 


harmony with one another. 


The Isle of Wight Council has prepared a number of management plans and studies to assist and 


guide the preservation and management of the Island’s many environmentally sensitive and protected 


areas. These include Biodiversity Action Plans and Species Action Plans, Isle of Wight Area of 


Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan, Shoreline Management Plan, Coastal Defence 


Strategies and Historic Environment Action Plan - currently under preparation.


I.4.1 Biodiversity Action Plan


The Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan has been produced by the Council in collaboration with key


statutory bodies and non-governmental organisations to assess the biodiversity resource of the 
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Island within a national framework and to agree ways of conserving and enhancing the key habitats 


and species. This Plan will be used to inform any future transport projects and proposals.


I.4.2 Isle of Wight AONB Management Plan


The statutory Isle of Wight Area of Natural Beauty Management Plan (www.wightaonb.org.uk) 


identifies the special characteristics of the designated landscape, lists the threats and challenges 


facing its future management and provides policies and policy objectives for its conservation and 


enhancement. The Plan is based upon an analysis of the AONB’s landscape provided by a Landscape 


Character assessment, which identifies 11 distinct Landscape Character Types and suggests 


actions for their long-term management, protection and enhancement of their key features. The Isle


of Wight AONB Management Plan is also a guide for public bodies who now have a duty of regard to 


the process of the AONB designation. 


As such a public body the Council has a statutory duty to have regard to the purposes of the AONB 


designation in respect of all its activities and we have established a process under which we consult


with the AONB Unit as part of the development of any planned engineering works. This has included


the design of new road and bridge schemes, location and design of bus shelters, changes to the Rights 


of Way Network and requests for brown tourist signs. Other issues include:


• Proactive signage / furniture rationalisation. (Brown signs and others).


• Proactive traditional highway furniture/ signage restoration.


• Highway design guidance.


• Consideration of noise and light pollution. 


This process provides for a check and balance on the potential highway impacts on the landscape, 


natural, historic and built environment.


I.4.3 Shoreline Management Plan


The Isle of Wight Coast Shoreline Management Plan (www.iwight.com) provides the framework for 


managing risks around the Isle of Wight coastline. It sets out policy for coastal defence in those 


areas where coastal defence is appropriate and identifies areas where defences may no longer be 


required now or in the future.


The Shoreline Management Plan provides the risk framework for management of the coast and a 


number of associated strategy studies provide a more detailed assessment of particular frontages 


in order to identify the most suitable type of coastal defence schemes that may be required, or other


coastal defence options along the particular frontage concerned. 
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• North East Coastal Defence Strategy Study. 


• Sandown Bay and Undercliff Coastal Defence Strategy Study. 


• West Wight Coastal Defence strategy Study. 


• Eastern Yar Coastal / Fluvial Strategy Study (underway Feb 2006)


(Further information on these studies can be found at www.coastalwight.gov.uk)


It is important to ensure that transport engineering works take account of and are undertaken in 


accordance with the Shoreline Management Plan and the associated studies. Theses documents 


will therefore be used to guide our approach to the maintenance and improvement of any affected 


highways and routes.


I.4.4 Historic Environment Action Plan


The Isle of Wight Council’s Archaeology and Historic Environment Service hopes to launch a Historic


Environment Action Plan (HEAP) Project in April 2006. This will be based on the newly completed 


Isle of Wight Historic Landscape Characterisation Report and Historic Landscape Character Map. 


This work will help identify areas of archaeological interest and historic landscapes and develop 


local management strategies.


A HEAP Steering Group will be established to manage the two-year project. Discussions will include a


range of partners including conservation, planning, engineering, environmental and countryside bodies.


The aim of the group will be to promote collaborative working in managing the historic environment,


including those historic routeways, which may also form part of the modern highway network.


I.4.5 Rights of Way Improvement Plan


We have continued our strategic approach to rights of way development and in 1994 following a 


complete survey of the rights of way network, published a “Milestone Statement” aimed at achieving


the National Target for Rights of Way within four years.


In 1998 the Isle of Wight Council was the first and remains the only, local authority to achieve this


national target and we have continued this strategic approach by drawing up a Rights of Way


Improvement Plan (ROWIP), a copy of which is included


as a Annex to this document. 


Prepared under sections 60-62 of the Countryside and


Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW), the ROWIP includes an


assessment of how well the current network can meet


the present and future needs of the public in terms of


transport accessibility and the ability to help link


communities and give easy access into and from rural


areas.


8 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 9


I.4.6 Preserving our listed structures


The Council attaches the utmost importance to the preservation and protection of the listed structures


and as well as planning approval, Listed Building Consent is required in respect of any works, 


including alterations, both internal and external or demolition of a listed building or within the curtilage 


or setting of a listed building.


The Council recognises the importance of protecting and managing designated and non-designated 


sites of archaeological and historic environment importance. Scheduled Monument Consent is 


required for any works to the structure or setting of a Scheduled Monument and the impact of all 


transport works on sites and structures recorded as being of Importance on the Historic Environment 


Record will be avoided or mitigated where appropriate.


I.5 Adopting a proactive approach to the management of
our natural, historic, built environment and landscape


I.5.1 Working together


The effects of climate change and sea level rise and resulting changes to wave pattern and flooding 


could have dramatic effects on the Island, in particular its coast and areas liable to flood. The Council 


will therefore be working with a broad range of internal and external partners, including English 


Nature and other appropriate statutory organisations, to address the long-term strategic implications 


for our coastal road system, much of which passes through land of high ecological value. 


Excellent communication already exists between officers in Engineering Services and Planning and 


our two joint liaison groups meet regularly to discuss a broad range of topics. A strategic group 


includes officers from Planning Policy, Conservation and Design, Rights of Way, Countryside, 


Ecology, AONB, Archaeology, Transport Policy and Design, whilst the other development group 


includes predominately operational and engineering staff from our Traffic Section and 


Development Control. 


We will continue to use this collaborative approach to ensure that any highway or developments 


take full account of the historic, built and natural landscape and that every effort is made to remove 


or reduce as far as possible any harmful impact.


I.5.2 Improvement by design


The Council is working with partners across the authority and elsewhere to develop guidance to 


assist engineers, developers, the general public and others to achieve the best possible standards 


when carrying out work on our highways and in the public realm. This guidance is currently in an 


early draft form and will be subject to further consultation and revision as part of its development. 


I.5.3 Protecting and enhancing the Island’s special character and interest


Consideration is also being given to the production of additional guidance, which will use the principles 


of good design and management to help protect and enhance the rural character of our countryside. 


This work, which is currently in its infancy, will build on the approach established in this Plan, the 


AONB Management Plan and other existing plans and strategies.
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10 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


As well as the above our Conservation and Design Team are also in the process of developing 


Conservation Area appraisals and other guidance including Development Briefs and guidance 


for specific areas or sites, which could be relevant and consideration will be given to this work 


once adopted. 


This will feed into our own design guidance and help with issues such as:


• Coordinating the approach to street furniture, bus stops etc.


• Signing and lighting – retention of historically interesting features.


• Reducing clutter to improve the visual environment.


• Improvements for those with mobility / sight issues. 


• Link to guidance regarding design within the AONB, designated nature conservation sites 


and Conservation areas.


I.5.4 Taking an innovative approach


The Island has seen changes to its countryside, towns and villages. Increasing human activity, such 


as changes in agricultural practices and increasing pressure for countryside access, development 


and building, has in some cases had a detrimental impact on what is a very special natural, historic 


and built environment. 


Initiatives contained in this Plan will help reduce the impact on the environment and the way in which


we design and construct our roads and other transport infrastructure can all play a part in reducing


any adverse impacts. The Island does not have many of the natural materials required for highway 


construction and our contractors have to import much of the material required for work on the 


Island. This has an impact in terms of cost, transport and environmental impact. 


I.5.5 Applying modern maintenance techniques


The Council is aware of this issue and is already specifying the use of modern road construction 


techniques that involve the insitu recycling of road materials. We are also looking to use other 


recycling techniques and are currently considering using other structural materials for reinstatement, 


by which trench soil can be reused by adding a stabiliser, which then transforms the spoil into a 


material that can be used for the reconstruction of the road base. It may also be possible to reuse 


soil associated with the highway scheme rather than importing soil from elsewhere. This method 


is beneficial to the local environment and also saves money. It reduces landfill and tipping charge, 


plus the costs of removing the spoil and the transport and environmental costs of bringing in new 


materials to the site. 


The Council will be looking at the possibility of using soil stabiliser and other recycling methods as 


a method of reducing environmental impact and highway costs and may consider setting a target for


using recycled materials later in the plan period. This issue is one of a number of other indicators 


being considered and is discussed further in Section N - “Performance Indicators”.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 11


I.5.6 Highway maintenance


The Council is committed to maintaining and enhancing biodiversity on the Island and we realise 


that some areas, in particular verges, can be important for wildlife. Where possible we manage the 


cutting regime of such areas to encourage wildflower growth, however in some areas, safety must 


take precedence. 


In conjunction with the Council’s Countryside Section, 25 stretches of verge have been identified as 


being of special biological interest. The cutting regime in these specific areas is tailored to suit the 


species and the contractor is instructed to avoid patches of flowers where possible, whilst cutting 


a verge. The areas are regularly reviewed and new areas can be added as they become established. 


Some survey work may be desirable to monitor the effectiveness of this approach and identify other 


verges that should be managed so as to maintain / enhance biodiversity.


I.5.7 Transport, tourism access and the economy


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and improving access to the countryside, 


both in term of transport, but also for recreation, health and leisure and as part of the Island’s 


attraction as a tourist destination. 


The opportunity exists to reinforce the attraction of the Island as a car free tourist destination and 


the LTP investment programme seeks to support the Tourism Development Plan by targeting 


investment in the Bay Area, which is easily accessed by our rail route which links Ryde (map ref O2) 


to Brading (map ref O5) and the coastal resorts of Sandown (map ref O6) and Shanklin (map ref N8) 


and via dedicated bus, to Ventnor (map ref M9). Such improvements will be supported by our Community


Rail Partnership and through our own Green Island Awards.


I.5.8 Developing our Rights of Way network 


The ROWIP seeks to make the best use of this important asset. It suggests methods by which we 


can further promote the correct use of the byway network, increase its accessibility for blind and 


partially sighted people and others with mobility problems, as well as maximising the opportunities 


for healthy exercise and other forms of open-air recreation.  


The use of the network by motorised vehicles has increased over recent years. The recent problems 


associated with instances of anti social use of 4x4 vehicles, has highlighted the need to ensure that 


we work with the users, police, landowners and others to ensure those who use the routes have due


regard for the Countryside Code, including the need to protect the landscape and livestock.  


I.5.9 Improving management 


During this assessment the authority has also looked at its own management systems, including 


the maintenance of paths and the potential benefits that the creation of new routes could have on 


users. The Plan also seeks to promote the use of the rights of way network to current “non-users”. 


This may include people who are currently not aware of the rights of way network, or those who have 


little knowledge of where they may walk or cycle. Increasing accessibility and information and 


promoting, walking and cycling for transport, health and leisure are major parts of the improvement plan.
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12 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The principal elements of the ROWIP are therefore as follows:


• Promote the network as an option for sustainable journeys.


• Strengthen links between communities and rural and urban areas. 


• Identify a programme of achievable improvements.


• Recognise the importance of the network in terms of health, employment and leisure.


• Improve access for those with mobility problems.


A copy of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan is included as an Annex to this Plan. 


I.6 Transport and air quality


Transport can be a significant cause of air and noise pollution. The Environment


Act 1995 required local authorities to assess air quality problems in accordance 


with a clearly defined set of government standards and to produce Air Quality 


Action Plans where problems are identified. Transport is closely linked to the 


environment and the LTP must take account of any identified problems areas 


and where appropriate include measures to address any problems raised. 


I.6.1 Monitoring 


The Council is continuing it’s programme of monitoring air pollution at points across the Island. 


This updating and screening assessment has concluded that:


Carbon monoxide


There are no roads on the Island, which can be classified as “very busy” with receptors within 20m. 


The Island does not have any Air Quality Management Areas and this Plan includes a target to ensure


none are required. 


Benzene


There are no roads on the Island, which can be classified as “very busy” with receptors within 20m. 


There are no petrol stations with a throughput greater than 2 million litres however the final report 


identified two sources of such local pollution these are the BP Oils depot in East Cowes, which has 


a throughput of 50 million litres of petrol per annum, and ferries operating in East Cowes, Yarmouth


and Fishbourne ports. We have been required to carry out a detailed assessment for benzene. These 


levels may rise if car ownership and use continues to increase over the period of the Plan.


1,3 - Butadiene


There are no industrial processes, current or proposed on the Island, which have the potential to 


emit 1,3 - Butadiene and we are as a result not required to carry out a detailed assessment for 


this pollutant.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 12







Im
p


ro
vi


n
g


 a
ir


 q
u


a
li


ty
 &


 t
h


e
 e


n
vi


ro
n


m
e


n
t


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 13


Lead


Emissions of lead from industrial process are not likely to exceed the objectives for lead and we are 


not required to carry out a detailed assessment for lead. 


Nitrogen dioxide


The DMRB screening model indicates that the 2005 annual mean objective for NO2 is unlikely to be 


exceeded at receptors near roads on the Island and we are currently not required to carry out a 


detailed assessment for nitrogen oxide on the Island.


Sulphur dioxide


Whilst there are no significant industrial sources of Sulphur Dioxide on the Island it is recognised 


that cross Solent ferries are a significant source of this pollutant. There are currently more than 


5000 ferry movements and with this figure liable to grow there are concerns regarding this issue 


particularly at the ferry ports of Cowes, Fishbourne and Ryde. 


PM10


The DMRB screening model indicates that the annual mean objective will be met and unlikely to be 


exceeded at locations near roads on the Island. We are not required to carry out a detailed assessment


for PM10 on the Island. 


I.6.2 Air quality - future trends, monitoring and actions


Although pollutant levels associated with transport are currently acceptable on the Island, 


monitoring at key points has indicated a rise in some areas and we are looking to ensure that 


these levels do not rise further. 


I.6.3 Increasing travel choice 


Our transport strategy seeks to make the best possible use of existing transport infrastructure and 


increase travel choice by working in partnership with the operators, seeking value for money options,


increasing options to walk and cycle and the development of school and workplace travel plans. 


I.7 Our Five Year Strategy


Using the SEA


The Council will use the outcome of the development of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 


(SEA) to guide the implementation and monitoring of this Plan. Where possible this will be done in 


partnership with the “Island Plan” 


The following table indicates issues and range of options, which will now form our five-year strategy.


Specific improvements and interventions are included in Section M - “Investment Programme”. Our 


targets are included in Section N - “Performance Indicators”.
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14 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


I.7.1 Summary of key actions


Issue Method


Air Quality


Reducing the impact on Traffic growth - taking into account the agreed aim to regenerate


the global environment. the Island, restrict our traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


CO2 emission - stabilise CO2 emissions from transport by 


promoting alternative fuels.


Improve travel choice - increase travel options through the 


development of workplace and school travel plans.


Public transport - embrace pricing options that will help 


make travelling by public transport more attractive.


Walking and cycling - put in place measures that will help make 


walking and cycling safer and more attractive and taking into 


account the SEA. Extend cycle routes, including Newport to 


Yarmouth, East Cowes to Newport, East Cowes to Wootton and 


Shanklin to Ventnor.


Local air quality


Air pollution. Need to establish AQMAs - the Plan includes a target not to have


an AQMA and we will continue our programme of monitoring and 


evaluation and will report on the situation in subsequent APRs.


Help reduce traffic related Improved traffic management - using traffic management


pollution at Coppins Bridge. techniques to help keep traffic moving and reduce congestion.


(SCOOT)


Alternatives - increase travel options through the development 


of workplace and school travel plans.


Public transport - embrace pricing options that will help 


make travelling by public transport more attractive.


Walking and cycling - put in place measures that will help make


walking and cycling safer and more attractive.


Help reduce traffic related Public transport - work in partnership with transport operators


problems at Lake. to put in place funding options that will help make travelling by 


public transport, bus and rail cheaper and more attractive.


Rail - work with operator to ensure that this traffic free option 


remains a popular alternative to car use. (Community Rail 


Partnership. Park and ride )


General traffic related problems. Help increase travel choice - through the introduction of 


workplace and school travel plans. 


Partnerships and communication - continue working in 


partnership with town and Parish Councils. 


Alternative fuel - where possible support and encourage the 


use of alternative fuels. LPG, electric power, biomass, fuel 


cells etc.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section I: Improving air quality & the environment 15


Issue Method


Fleet use - working with the Hospital and others actively pursue 


the purchase and use of vehicles powered by more environmentally 


friendly fuels (low sulphur diesel, Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG), 


electric vehicles, bikes and electric bikes and powered two 


wheelers (PTWs) etc.


As part of construction - consider night working where this will 


reduce congestion and pollution.


Oil depot. Monitoring - continue monitoring levels and consider options 


as required.


Other Environmental issues


Maintain and enhance the SEA - take full account of the SEA as part of the delivery of the Plan


quality of the built, historic and its proposals and by working with colleagues in planning and


and natural environment. elsewhere establish and use a detailed and robust SEA 


monitoring regime.


Partnerships and communication - work with English Nature, 


and its successor organisation Natural England, the Environment 


Agency, AONB and all other relevant agencies and partners to 


ensure that schemes and proposals have due regard to all existing 


plans, policies and relevant designations. 


Have due regard - ensure that the proposals and actions within 


the AONB have due regard to the purpose of the AONB designation 


in line with the AONB Management Plan.


Strategic Partnerships and communication - work with English 


Heritage and other external partners to ensure that schemes 


are sustainable and proposals mitigate and where possible avoid 


any possible effects on the built environment. 


Internal partnerships and communication - ensure joint working


with the IOW Planning Liaison Group Council colleagues and others.


Ensure synergy with the LDF - ensure that the design and location 


of new buildings and spaces helps reduce noise and air pollution. 


Minimise use of natural resources - this will be done by the 


insitu recycling of road materials. 


Biodiversity enhancements - ensure measures to integrate 


biodiversity enhancements into final scheme designs e.g. trees 


and hedges are replaced and maintained as part of highway 


works (Using appropriate native species of local provenance).


Flooding and pollution - investigate the use of sustainable urban


drainage systems to limit surface water runoff and pollution 


from roads and other transport infrastructure such as car parks.


Road schemes and proposals should avoid as far as possible 


areas, which are at risk from coastal and fluvial flooding. 


Instability - avoid instable areas for new infrastructure as far as 


possible, however if avoidance is not possible, work with partners 


to avoid associated environmental impacts at an early stage in 


the scheme and to work towards achieving a sustainable 


transport network on the Island.
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16 Section I: Improving air quality & the environment - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Issue Method


Ferry related issues. Partnership working - continue working with ferry operators 


and others to help reduce possible noise and air pollution 


caused by cross Solent ferries. 


Reducing traffic-related noise. Engineering solutions - Use noise reducing surfaces and 


design as part of highway and planning process. 


Reduce noise as part of construction - consider routes and 


diversion as part of maintenance process. 


Lighting. Night skies - ensure new and replacement lighting technology 


limits overspill to protect the darkness of night skies and be 


sensitive to species such as bats.


Social issues


Rights of Way. Making the best use of the network - increase opportunities 


to walk and cycle as part of ROWIP - signing information, 


promotion and management. Any new signs should take into 


account any potential impacts on sites of designated nature 


conservation, the landscape AONB and historic sites.
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The LTP2 
Long Term 
Strategy: 4 
Key Transport 
Priorities for 
2020 (p53) 
 


Compatibility: X (potential conflict) , � (compatible), � (either potential conflict or compatible depending on how it is implemented, - 
(neutral) or ? (uncertain) 


Comments / 
mitigation 


���� / ? ���� / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? ���� / ? - ���� ���� / ? We want to 
achieve a 
transport 
strategy that 
enhances the 
quality of Island 
Life. Helps 
ensure 
economic 
prosperity by 
connecting 
people, 
improving 
access for all. 


Could 
increase 
traffic and 
cause 
greater 
emissions 
to air, or 
increase 
public 
transport 
use, 
walking and 
cycling 


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
soils e.g. 
compaction, 
erosion, 
loss of 
agricultural 
function, 
devt. In 
instable 
areas?  


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
water 
courses in 
construction 
e.g. surface 
water run-
off, siltation 


Greater 
movement 
across 
Island 
incompatible 
with 
protecting 
landscape? 
i.e. affect 
tranquillity, 
visual 
impacts 
from new 
paths etc.  


Greater 
movement 
across Island 
– disturbance, 
air pollution, 
transport 
development 
risk to sites 
causing 
fragmentation 
etc. 


Greater 
movement 
across Island 
– disturbance 
of sites, traffic 
impacts on 
settings of 
sites and 
conservation 
areas 


Could 
increase 
traffic and 
cause 
greater 
emissions to 
air. 
Transport 
development 
in flood 
plains etc 


Increase 
physical 
activity or 
increase 
emissions 
from traffic 
growth – 
impact on 
health 


Not likely 
to affect 
noise and 
vibration 
levels. 


Improves 
access 


Could 
improve 
infra-
structure 


Assume ‘Enhancing 
quality of life’ is in 
line with central 
Government 
definition of ‘quality 
of life’ which is 
compatible with 
sustainable 
development. This 
first priority could be 
amended to ensure 
that quality of life is 
enhanced in ways 
compatible with 
environmental 
issues. 


����  X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? X  ���� / ? - ���� ���� We will achieve 
this by the 
effective 
provision, 
coordination and 
management of 
transport 
networks for all 
modes of 
transport and 
transport users, 
minimising 
delays and 


Reduce 
congestion 


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
soils e.g. 
compaction, 
erosion, 
loss of 
agricultural 
function, 
devt. In 
instable 
areas?  


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
water 
courses in 
construction 
e.g. surface 
water run-
off, siltation 


Facilitates  
movement 
across 
Island – 
impact on 
landscape 


Facilitates 
movement 
across Island 
– disturbance, 
air pollution, 
transport 
development 
risk to sites 
causing 
fragmentation 
etc. 


Facilitates  
movement 
across Island 
– disturbance 
of sites, traffic 
impacts on 
settings of 
sites and 
conservation 
areas 


Does not 
reduce 
emissions,  


Improve 
condition 
and safety 
of roads? 


Not likely 
to affect 
noise and 
vibration 
levels 


Increase 
access 


Provision 
and 
management 
of transport 
networks – 
improve 
condition 


‘Effective 
management’ could 
be compatible with 
more of the SEA 
Criteria e.g. air 
quality, landscape. 
Do the next 
priorities follow on 
from this one or are 
they separate?  







 SEA Headline Criteria (see key below for criteria) 
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The LTP2 
Long Term 
Strategy: 4 
Key Transport 
Priorities for 
2020 (p53) 
 


Compatibility: X (potential conflict) , � (compatible), � (either potential conflict or compatible depending on how it is implemented, - 
(neutral) or ? (uncertain) 


Comments / 
mitigation 


disruption. 
- X / - / ? X / - / ? ���� / ? X / - / ? X / - / ? - / ? ���� - ���� ���� We want to 


minimise the 
number of 
casualties and 
fatalities caused 
by the operation 
or use of the 
transport 
networks, with 
an emphasis on 
the safety of 
vulnerable 
groups. 
 
 
 
 


Unlikely to 
affect air 
quality 


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
soils e.g. 
compaction, 
erosion, 
loss of 
agricultural 
function, 
devt. In 
instable 
areas?  


Could mean 
engineering 
works – 
impacts on 
water 
courses in 
construction 
e.g. surface 
water run-
off, siltation 


Reduce 
speeds in 
tranquil 
areas. 
Traffic 
calming 
impact on 
townscapes. 


Engineering 
works (e.g. 
junction 
improvements 
etc) could 
impact on 
wildlife sites 
etc (e.g. 
hedges) 


Engineering 
works (e.g. 
junction 
improvements 
etc) could 
impact on 
historic sites. 


Unlikely to 
affect 
emissions of 
greenhouse 
gases. 
Engineering 
works in 
areas at risk 
from 
flooding? 


Clear 
compatibility 


Not likely 
to affect 
noise and 
vibration 
levels 


Increased 
safety 
could make 
transport 
more 
accessible  


Should 
improve 
condition of 
roads 


Could be more 
explicitly aiming to 
improve condition of 
infrastructure. 
Needs to be ore 
closely linked with 
the other priorities, 
i.e. all should be 
improving safety but 
also protecting 
people, 
communities and 
the environment. 


���� - / ? - / ? - / ? ���� / ? - / ? ���� ���� - / ? - - We want to 
protect the 
people, 
communities 
and 
environments 
that could be 
adversely 
affected by poor 
air quality, in 
particular where 
transport can be 
a significant 
factor. 


 Uncertain 
relationship 


Uncertain 
relationship 


Uncertain 
relationship 


Decrease air 
pollution – 
benefit 
biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora 


Uncertain 
relationship 


Should 
reduce 
emissions to 
air.  


Improve 
health in 
those 
vulnerable 
to 
respiratory 
problems 
resulting 
from poor 
air quality 


Uncertain 
relationship 


Not likely to 
affect 
access 


Not likely to 
affect 
physical 
quality of 
infra-
structure 


Priority should also 
include noise and 
vibration effects, 
and should be 
expanded to 
include other 
environmental 
impacts of transport 
e.g. townscape, 
biodiversity  







 







Key:  
SEA Headline criteria 


1. Air Quality: To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 
2. Soil and geology: To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and 


instability due to human activity. 
3. Water: To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding 
4. Landscape and townscape: To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character.  
5. Biodiversity, fauna and flora: To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 
6. Archaeology and cultural heritage:  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 
7. Climatic factors: To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit engineering works at risk from flooding and the effects of climate 


change 
8. Human health and safety: To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 
9. Noise and Vibration: To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 
10. Population: To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea.  
11. Material assets: To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 


 
General notes/recommendations on compatibility analysis: 


- Are the priorities meant to be read as a whole? If so, this could be made clearer and this would improve the compatibility with the SEA criteria. 
Recommend the priorities are amended to strengthen the relationship with the vision and that they are mutually supportive. 


- The priorities are narrow in coverage and could be broadened out to better reflect the sustainable development agenda, e.g. to include reducing 
vulnerability to climate change, biodiversity, heritage, noise etc. The priorities ought to tie in with the SEA Framework. 


- There is no mention of improving modal choice or mobility. Should these feature within the priorities? 
- Should more rural communities be more specifically mentioned?  
- Should the priorities include creating better links between towns, by means other than the private car? 
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J. Tackling Congestion


Objective
O5 To tackle congestion


Key Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T17 To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T1 To achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys.


T2 To achieve 76.3% bus punctuality.


T3 To increase bus satisfaction to 65%. 


T4 To achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys.


T5 To maintain train punctuality at 97.2% or better.


T6 To maintain train reliability at 99.5% or better.


T7 To achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys.


T8 To triple the number of cycling trips.


T10 To increase by 5% the number of households able to access Newport 


within 30 minutes by walking, cycling or public transport.


T14 To increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training.


T16 Modal share of journeys to school - target to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


J.1 Introduction


Traffic congestion impacts on us all. Whether it occurs on the journey to work, 


to school, shopping or leisure. It is recognised at a national level that in many 


towns and cities, congestion is already having a negative impact on economic 


performance, accessibility and quality of life. The local perception is that things 


are getting worse here too.


The Government has stated1, “Measures to deal with congestion are at the heart of the Government’s 


transport strategy. Together with the new traffic management duty place on local authorities, these 


measures to tackle congestion will aim to deliver freer flowing local roads and associated economic 


and quality of life benefits.”


The Government has asked that major urban areas with a population of 250,000 as well as smaller 


towns and cities with localised congestion problems consider local issues and set targets to address


congestion issues for the period to 2011, which are “both realistic and stretching”. The Government 


guidance is clear that it will “take a close interest in the development of theses targets” and with 


large urban areas, take the opportunity to discuss each authority’s approach through direct engagement.


1 DFT - Full Guidance on Local Transport Plans, December 2004.
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2 Section J: Tackling congestion - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Although at 133,000, the population of the Island falls well below the 250,000 threshold our local 


situation, the fact we are an Island, the location of our towns, limited highway network, radial routes


and significance of Newport as the highway hub, means that congestion is an issue for us. We will 


continue to make the best use of our transport infrastructure, put in place measures to help reduce 


congestion and use our traffic growth target to measure our performance in this area.


J.2 Background and issues


J.2.1 Local issues


The DfT recognise that “congestion is not an important issue for every authority, but nationally the 


trend, if effective action were not taken, would remain upwards”. The LTP Guidance is clear that 


“many towns and cities that do not currently have serious congestion problems will face problems in


the future, as road traffic nationally continues to grow”.


Discussions and consultation


Local discussions and consultation indicates that, whilst congestion is not a major problem on the 


Island, particularly when compared with nearby mainland roads and locations in Portsmouth and 


Southampton. It is however an issue of concern, particularly where we have a dispersed population 


and the radial layout of our roads, means that, all roads lead to Newport.  


The feedback from the discussion groups and workshops used to develop the LTP and “Island Plan” 


would seem to indicate that congestion is getting worse and queuing lengths are increasing on our 


strategic routes particularly as they approach Newport (map ref K4) and on the A3055, through 


Sandown (map ref O6), Lake (map ref O7) and Shanklin (map ref N8). Problems tend to be worse 


during inclement weather, when a visit to a local town and its undercover attractions is preferable 


to a day in the countryside or at the seaside.


J.2.2 Cross Solent issues


A recent survey carried out by consultants on behalf of the Council as part of the preparation of the 


“Island Plan” indicates that congestion occurs at peak times at our ferry terminals and, if ferry traffic


continues to grow and measures are not put in place to help provide solutions for the longer term, 


these problems will only get worse. These problems are exacerbated during the summer months 


when traffic numbers are increased due to holiday traffic. .


Commuting to the mainland


The continuing growth and attraction of our faster crossings from Ryde (map ref O2), Cowes (map 


ref J1) and Yarmouth (map ref D4) has helped to make commuting to the mainland for work or 


school more attractive. This brings with it a range of problems, primarily associated with the method 


by which commuters arrive at the port and issues in terms of car parking and in may instances the 


impact on the availability of parking for those who live in or want to visit the area.


J.2.3 Car use


Section C of this Plan gives details of the local situation with regards to growing car ownership and 


car use. We know from the information gained through the Census that car ownership levels are 


rising on the Island and monitoring carried out as part of the LTP process and reported every year in


the APR, shows that at peak times nearly 80% of cars entering Newport are single occupancy vehicles.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section J: Tackling congestion 3


Add that to the fact that nearly 60% of journeys on the Island are less than 3.2 km (2 miles) long and


the picture is one of a large number of short journeys undertaken in the car on their own.


J.2.4 Delivering the goods


The increase in population, demand for housing, retail development and demand has helped fuel 


the continuing growth in the numbers of large delivery vehicles coming to and travelling round the 


Island. Issues exist, not only in terms of the size and number of vehicles, particularly where these 


must use our narrow roads, but also in terms of adding to the congestion at the port areas in 


particular the required delivery and the method by which and time they are loaded. 


The increased use of drop and load and night time sailings has advantages in terms of reducing 


pressure on daytime capacity, but can add to the problems associated with storage, marshalling 


and potential for night time noise at terminals. This can be an issue for local residents in particular 


those who live near the ferry terminals. Further consideration is given to this issue in Section I - 


“Air Quality and the Environment “.


J.3 Our Five Year Strategy


The Isle of Wight is changing. Our vision is now to establish a strong focus on 


regeneration using economic growth, new employment and the development of new


skills to drive our economy. This will no doubt bring issues and opportunities and


the goal we have to achieve will be to do this without having a detrimental impact


on the area where we live and adding to existing levels of local traffic congestion.


There can be no doubt that traffic congestion will rise unless we consider measures to address the 


issue. These measures will include a number of longer term, land use related measures secured 


through the emerging “Island Plan” plus more immediate measures and initiatives, put in place 


through this Plan. It is essential that both Plans work together. 


J.3.1 Ensuring Regeneration


The emerging “Island Plan” is driven by the need for economic regeneration and is guided by the 


emerging Regional Spatial Strategy, which indicates that the Island should maintain its current 


average housing construction levels of 520 houses built per annum until 2026. 


The development of the Island Plan’s Core Strategy has used extensive consultation to help establish 


the approach to development, including:


• The provision of employment and supporting economic regeneration.


• Establishing where development will take place. 


These issues are key to the development of the Island and are a major factor when considering 


issues of sustainability and how we can address the future demands on our local transport system. 


Future economic regeneration and enhancements to quality of life requires the provision of efficient 


and sustainable transport connections between our towns and villages and if we are to regenerate 


the Island, also between the mainland and the Island. 
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4 Section J: Tackling congestion - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Increasing the availability of transport and transport choice is a key element of the core strategy and


where people live in the future and how easy it is for them to access means other than just the private 


car, are essential if we are to regenerate the Island, retain its attractiveness as a holiday destination


and address congestion issues. 


J.3.2 Balancing the need


This Plan seeks to improve accessibility for all and it is important that the measures we put in place


to reduce congestion help to increase travel options and encourage travel by sustainable means, 


whilst taking into consideration the needs of those whom use of the private car is a necessity. 


J.4 Measures to reduce congestion


If we are to deal effectively with the effects of congestion, a number of specific 


measures are likely to be employed as our local circumstances permit. These 


include an analysis of exiting travel patterns - understanding the current situation, 


using census information, local surveys and information including journey times, 


bus punctuality and changes in peak traffic flows on key corridors. 


We will be looking at the opportunities and advantages of 


developing additional Park and Ride sites, not just to help 


address issues associated with cross Solent commuting, 


but whether such facilities are relevant on the Island where 


journey distances are comparatively short and where parking 


capacity currently exists in most towns. We will as part of 


this process continue our car occupancy counts, which take 


place on Newport approach roads; monitor public transport 


use and modal split information achieved through School 


Travel Plans and Workplace Travel Plans.


J.4.1 Making the best of what we have


The Traffic Management Act (2004) helps provide the legislative framework under which the country’s


road network can be better managed for the benefit of all road users. The aims of the Act is to ensure 


that local authorities establish managerial and organisational structures and adopt specific policies 


and objectives under which effectiveness of different roads within their network can be monitored. 


The Act requires that we demonstrate that we have delivered a planned response across the whole 


organisation and that agreed actions have been implemented. It is important that the authority 


leads by example and applies the same standards and principles to their own activities, as it requires 


from others.


Keeping the traffic moving


The Council has identified the role of Traffic Manager and by adopting a more coordinated and 


structured approach are ensuring that we make the best use of the existing transport network. 


Through this process works are planned and scheduled so as to help keep traffic moving, reduce 


congestion and air pollution and address our targets and shared priorities. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section J: Tackling congestion 5


In those circumstances where road diversions and closures are inevitable we are putting in place 


measures to reduce the impact on the travelling public. Our Investment Programme includes 


measures under which we will improve travel information and signing for road users and those 


using public transport.


Improving signing and information


Variable message signing at our ferry ports and town centre approach roads will be used to inform 


motorists of possible hold ups and delays, events, destinations, car park locations and capacity. 


We will also consider interventions which will improve traffic flows and reduce congestion.


Real time information can also be used to inform and keep up to date those people who travel by 


public transport. Further details of these specific options are included the Bus Information Strategy 


and Rail Strategy, which are included as an Annex to this Plan. We are also exploring the possibility 


of including real time information within the new transport interchange at Ryde Esplanade.


J.4.2 Working in partnership


By working in partnership with the QTP, Community Rail Partnership (CRP) and other transport 


operators’ boost the attractiveness of public transport by marketing, promotion, and the reduction 


of travel costs where possible. Walking and cycling can be attractive for shorter journeys and will 


be encouraged as part of the development of travel plans and by improving safety, signage, training,


publicity and route maintenance.


J.4.3 Developing travel plans


If developed properly, Workplace and School Travel Plans can help increase travel choice and reduce 


the number of vehicles on the road at peak times. We all notice the difference at holiday times, when 


the numbers involved in the “school run” and travel to work are reduced. Initiatives introduced as 


part of the development of these plans, such as car sharing, incentives to use public transport, walk


and cycle can all make a difference to congestion on our roads.


Workplace travel plans


As one of the largest employers we will work in partnership with others in the business community 


and elsewhere to put in place workplace travel plans where these seek to increase travel choice and


using new technology and other methods reduce the need to travel, the number of journeys and 


journey length. The use of new technology and the ability to work and network from home can reduce


the number of journeys. Working flexi time can help to stagger journeys to work, help shift the peak 


and reduce congestion. 


School travel plans


The Council has been very successful in developing School Travel Plans and by working with the 


DfES, Local Education Authority, schools - pupils, parents and Governors, is helping to make a real 


difference on the ground. It is recognised that the success of any such travel plan is through a 


combination of “hearts and minds” and engineering and safety measures, where these make the 


shift from car use seem both desirable and possible. 
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6 Section J: Tackling congestion - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


We will continue to use a partnership approach to the development of STPs and will build on the 


“best practice” approach where schemes are developed through a small team which led by our 


School Travel Plan Officer calls on expertise from Planning, Road Safety, Education, Property 


Services, Healthy Schools Initiative, Cycling Officer, as well as the professional staff who put hard 


engineering measures in place.  


This team approach, which has been nominated for the 2006 National Transport Awards will be used 


to deliver our first Local Accessibility Action Plan, which seeks to improve accessibility, safety and 


reduce congestion around a cluster of schools located in a densely populated residential area at 


Carisbrooke just to the west of Newport. Further details of this are included in Section F - 


“Increasing Accessibility.”


J.4.4 Parking measures 


The Council has recently reviewed its approach to on and off street


parking, particularly in terms of cost and duration of stay. Under 


the approved scheme, a parking permit will be available at a cost


to local residents, but for those without a permit the cost to park


in Council Car Parks will increase on a “longer you stay, the more


you pay basis.” Charging will be introduced in new locations. 


Residents parking areas increased and the duration of stay reduced


in town centre car parks so as to reduce congestion in these areas. 


The Council is also currently looking to introduce decriminalised 


parking where this will lead to greater efficiency and improved 


enforcement. 


Car parking as part of development proposals are currently considered using the parking guidance 


included in our existing Unitary Development Plan. This guidance takes account of national guidance 


set out in the Planning Policy Guidance note 13 (PPG13) produced by the Government in March 1994. 


Our own guidance uses a zonal approach, based on the size of existing settlements and takes account 


of local circumstances, including accessibility and the availability of public transport. Already included 


as an issue in the LDF Core Strategy, our parking guidance will be reviewed as part of the development 


of the LDF and updated to take into consideration more recent revisions and our requirements for 


regeneration.  


J.5 Increasing travel choice


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and improving transport 


choice and is looking to improve travel by public transport.


J.5.1 Increasing the numbers travelling by public transport 


The Council recognises that reducing the cost of travel by public transport will help achieve a number 


of our aims, including increasing travel choice, reducing congestion and pollution. The Council has 


brought this about by extending a planned Government initiative and through close working with 


partners in the local bus and rail industry. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section J: Tackling congestion 7


The local bus operator (Go Ahead - Southern Vectis) is also looking to roll out network and timetabling


changes that will help the bus to compete with the car. It is considered that this, together with 


reducing the cost of travel, will help increase the number travelling by bus. The Council will also 


continue to support those non commercial bus routes that are of benefit in terms of improving and 


maintaining accessibility.


Free travel for over 60s


The Council has agreed to introduce from 1 April 2006 free bus and rail travel on the Island for 


residents with certain disabilities and those age 60 and over. Under the scheme travel will be free 


24 hours a day, seven days a week 365 days a year. Replacing the current “Islander Card” discount 


travel scheme, this initiative seeks to build on and further enhance the Government’s own initiative, 


and by removing any limitations placed on time of travel and extending the scheme to rail services, 


this will help provide a realistic alternative method of car free travel for those age over 60 who are 


still in employment. 


The Council is looking to introduce a possible £1.00 flat fare in 2007, for those people not covered by


the above scheme.


Student Rider scheme


The Council has looked at ways in which it can further improve our existing “Youth Mover” scheme 


under which scholars can, for a small charge (maximum £15.00 per academic year), obtain a Youth 


Mover Ticket, which in simple terms entitles them to free travel by bus and rail after 17:00 hrs. The 


“Student Rider Scheme” developed with the operators and Youth Trust and also to be introduced on 


1 April 2006, will be open to scholars aged 5-19 years of age and will allow a single journey, by rail 


or bus anywhere on the Island, for 50 pence. 


This scheme builds on the innovative Youth Mover card, and by extending the age range and removing


any previous time barriers, offers those in full time education a tangible alternative to car ownership.


The Council believes that both of the above schemes will help offer a realistic alternative to car use 


and in doing so help us achieve a range of targets contained in this Plan.


J.5.2 Developing our railway 


The Council recognises the importance of the railway which runs from Ryde Pier head (map ref O2) 


to Shanklin (map ref N8), in particularly its ability to offer a reliable and traffic free route linking the 


Islands key tourist towns. The importance of the route was considered during the preparation of the 


“Island Plan“ and with its dedicated and timetabled rail bus connection to Ventnor, was an influencing 


factor when selecting the final option to be included in the LDF core strategy.


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and improving the railway and will continue 


to work in partnership with the rail operators to examine methods by which funding can be achieved


to improve facilities and infrastructure which will help increase the numbers travelling by train. The 


Council values the partnership working delivered through the QTP and local Community Rail Partnership


(CRP) and will look to deliver schemes to further enhance rail travel, by working with a range of 


partners including local Town and Parish Councils. 
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8 Section J: Tackling congestion - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


J.5.3 Making the best use of our Rights of Way network


Our Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) identifies the 


advantages of using our 800 km (500 miles) of existing ROW as 


sustainable links into and between settlements. It is recognised 


the positive benefits that using our rights of way network can 


have on reducing congestion. The measures contained in our 


Investment Programme (Section M) will help support the 


necessary improvement of routes and initiatives. Any extensions 


and improvements will take account of the SEA process.


J.5.4 Walking and cycling


The Council recognise that travel by foot and cycle can be quicker, healthier and more convenient 


especially for shorter journeys and will continue to develop and support sustainable travel where 


this will help increase travel choice. 


The Council is one of only a few LA’s to attempt to achieve the (now abandoned) national cycling target,


to triple the numbers cycling. Our successes achieved through a Public Service Agreement (PSA) 


with Government, have seen the numbers cycling increase and the profile of cycling raised - both for 


transport, fitness and as part of School Travel Plans. Cycling is now embraced within the school 


curriculum at many local schools and working in partnership with SUSTRANS has enabled us to 


make great progress both in terms of joint investment and a number of exciting sustainable transport 


initiatives. This collaborative work will continue in the development of STPs, our Local Accessibility 


Action Plan, (see above and elsewhere in this section) and in the development and extension of a 


number of attractive and convenient, congestion beating, cycle routes. (See “Smarter Choices Annex


for more details).


J.5.5 Powered two wheelers


The Council recognise the benefits of travel by powered two wheelers, 


particularly where these help improve accessibility and reduce congestion. 


Our local riders are represented on our QTP and efforts have been made 


to ensure that free parking is provided both on street and off street in suitable


locations. It is recognised that further work could be done in this area to 


improve facilities and it is hoped that this will encourage their use as an 


everyday form of transport rather than just a leisure sport. 


J.5.6 Improving water transport 


The Island is well placed to make the best of transport by water and we have been talking to our 


partners in Solent Transport, regarding the potential to develop new cross Solent commuter links, 


where this will help reduce congestion, by operating new services between the Island and ports s


uch as Portsmouth, Southampton and possibly Lymington. 


The IW Tourism Strategy (www.islandbreaks.co.uk) identifies the opportunity to develop links from 


the mainland directly to the Bay Area and the development of the waterbus service between Cowes 


(map ref J1) and Newport (map ref K4) may offer a congestion-beating alternative. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section J: Tackling congestion 9


The opportunity exists to develop the use of coastal shipping for the delivery of bulk materials. This 


will be an important issue if our PFI bid is successful and could offer an alternative to the use of 


existing car ferries for the delivery of the bulk materials required for the reconstruction of our highways. 


Such a scheme would help reduce congestion at our existing port areas. 


J.6 Interventions and improvements


The Council will continue its dialogue with freight operators and ferry companies


to ensure the effective use of our road network, so as to reduce as far as possible


congestion and any harmful impact.


In those situations where it is feasible, measures to increase capacity and traffic flow will be put in 


place, these include improvements to traffic lights, traffic control and travel and other information. 


Other measures will include improvements to road junctions, public transport infrastructure, better 


footways and cycleways.


J.6.1 Supporting regeneration


The Island is well placed to utilise water transport, both on the River Medina and cross Solent. The 


transport of bulk freight to the Island by barge may be appropriate in certain circumstances and the 


retention and improvement of local facilities and routes could help reduce the size and number of 


lorries on our local roads. 


This issue has been highlighted during the preparation of the “Island Plan“ and Core Policy 15 


included in T1 - Transport and Accessibility, explains we will work with our partners to:


“Establish effective bulk material handling infrastructure at suitable locations to improve capacity 


and support economic regeneration”. This facility will be of particular importance if our PFI bid is 


approved and we need to import bulk materials to reconstruct our transport infrastructure. Whilst 


the precise implications are not known at present, the development of our PFI bid will require the 


submission of a full New Approach to Appraisal assessment (NATA) which will examine a wide range 


of issues including the social, environmental and economic consequences of our proposal.


J.7 Reducing congestion through a major bid for Newport 


The Council is looking to reduce congestion and improve accessibility and safety 


in our major town Newport (map ref K4) as part of the submission of a major bid.


Currently in its very early stages of development, part of this £10+m project will 


be to help to improve traffic flow and reduce congestion at key locations around 


the town, including Coppins Bridge the gyratory system that acts as the “hub” of


our radial highway network. The opportunity exists to improve the capacity of the


current highway network for all traffic, whilst at the same time allowing easier 


access by bus and improving safety for pedestrians and cyclists. 


We will be developing this bid through the early part of this plan period and are already in discussion 


with the Regional Transport Board at SEERA to ensure that the scheme is likely to attract the necessary 
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10 Section J: Tackling congestion - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


funding before spending the time or money developing the bid. The final bid process will require the 


development of a detailed design for each element of the proposal, plus extensive consultation and 


consideration of the environmental consequences as part of the SEA process. We will also have to 


produce a NATA appraisal, which will consider in depth a wide range of issues including the social, 


environmental and economic consequences of our proposal. Details of NATA appraisals can be 


found at www.webtag.org.uk


J.7.1 Summary of key actions


Our 5-year strategy therefore includes the following 


indirect and direct measures so as to help reduce 


congestion on local roads.


Any engineering works will be delivered through our 


priority ranking process and will take full account of 


the SEA process. 


Issue Method


Reduce number and Working practices - facilitate working from home, internet 


length of journeys links, broadband.


Meetings - locate with easy access, encourage video 


conferencing


Planning - short-term - reuse buildings in urban areas, 


upper floors.


Planning - longer-term - land use planning to ensure 


sustainability and ease of access by all modes. As part of 


LDF proposals locate development to reduce the need to travel.


Encourage and retain mobile services - take the services to 


the people i.e. mobile library, home deliveries etc.


Encourage modal shift Workplace Travel Plans - car sharing, encourage walking, 


cycling, travel by bus and train.


School Travel Plans - car sharing, encourage walking, 


cycling, travel by bus and train.


Planning process - ensure new developments allow for 


easy access by all modes


Powered two wheelers - encourage travel by PTWs. 


Provide safe convenient parking and help improve rider 


training and safety.


Partnership working Work with others - including the QTP, freight partnership, 


transport operators, business community and others to ensure 


best possible operation and interchange between modes.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section J: Tackling congestion 11


Issue Method


Solent Transport - work with neighbours to consider wider 


transport issues. Links to and from mainland.


Promotion - encourage and facilitate transport options.


Solent Transport - work with our Solent Transport partners 


to improve cross Solent and cross boundary travel.


Make the best use of the Traffic flows - improve traffic flows at key locations


existing transport infrastructure - i.e. Coppins Bridge.


Information - Introduce variable message signing at key 


locations to inform of hold ups, car park locations, capacity etc.


Public Transport - facilitate access by and access to public 


transport - bus and rail. Reduce travel costs where possible. 


Work with operators to introduce “real time information” 


- buses, trains and at ferry ports.


Ferry ports - work with operators and others to make the 


best use of existing infrastructure to help ease congestion. 


Work with schools and employers - to reduce peak time 


congestion, by where possible staggering opening times 


and offering flexible working hours.


Freight - establish a QFP and work with our partners to 


make the best use of the infrastructure, so as to improve 


services and reduce impact on the environment.


Walking and cycling - improve extend and sign existing routes


Rights of Way - work with our partners to deliver our Rights 


of Way Improvement Plan.


Traffic management Ensure effective traffic management - through liaison with 


the utilities and others, wherever possible reduce hold ups 


and maintain the free flow of traffic. 


Water transport Retain and improve facilities for water transport - cross Solent, 


in terms of links to the mainland. Internal - where this will 


improve links between towns e.g. Cowes and Newport.


Freight - Maximise the opportunity to transport bulk freight 


by water. This is particularly relevant in terms of regeneration 


and our PFI bid.
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Matrix Schemes Within the Ryde area  
 
Town Ryde Ryde Ryde Ryde 
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Implementation Year 1 3 3 4 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor 


positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or negative depending on how sch eme is implemented 
Air Quality  To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 


To reduce congestion in Newport  0 + / ? 0 0 
To limit traffic growth. + 0 0 + 


To increase travel choice and the proportion of people using public transport, 
cycling and walking 


+ 0 0 + 


To reduce number of car trips + 0 0 + 
To improve air quality   + 0 0 + 


Soil and geology To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and instability due to human activity. 


To reduce the risk to property and people from erosion and instability  0  ? ? ? 
Avoid damage to the coastline or the loss of amenity as a result of human activity. 0  ? ? ? 
To avoid contamination of land 0  ? ? ? 
To protect areas important for geological processes 0  ? ? ? 
Water  To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding. 
To ensure that highways works do not give rise to increases in surface run-off.  0  ? ? ? 
To protect the quality of water by controlling transport related development likely 
to adversely affect groundwater, surface water, bathing water, and estuaries 
quality. 


0  ? ? ? 


Landscape and townscape  To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character. 


To protect the landscape and settlement character of the Island and ensure that 
transport and its associated infrastructure does not negatively impact on the 
existing character of the area. 


0 - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 


Positively enhance landscape and settlement character. 0 / ? - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 







Conserve and enhance the AONB in line with its designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


0 / ? 0 0 ? 


Conserve and enhance the Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB management plan. 


0 0 0 0 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


To avoid net loss (direct and indirect), damage to, or fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying habitats and species on which they depend 
(Marine, estuarine, terrestrial and freshwater).  


- / 0 / ? ? ?  - / 0 / ? 


To maintain biodiversity and the variety of habitats on the Island - / 0 / ? ? ?  - / 0 / ? 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 
To protect  the fabric and setting of designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, historic parks and gardens, maritime heritage 
and listed buildings locally important historic buildings  and conservation areas 


- / 0 / ? � � � 


Climatic factors  To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit transport development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change 
To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions on the Island + 0 0 + 
To increase the amount of renewable fuels / technology used to power vehicles 0 0 0 0 
To limit development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change - / ? ? ? ? 
Human health and safety To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 


To make the Island’s roads safer and reduce accidents 0 + + + + 0 / ? 
To increase opportunities for walking and cycling + + + / ? + / ? + + 
Noise and Vibration  To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and vibration effects of vehicle 
movements at the ferry ports  


0 0 0 / ? 0 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and vibration effects of transport 
movement in the urban centres 


0 0 0 0 


To protect tranquil areas on the Island and avoid risk to them from light and noise 
pollution due to increases in traffic 


0 0 0 + / 0 / ? 


Population  To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea. 


To minimise the impact of severance by sea  0 0 0 0 
To ensure transport is accessible for all sectors of the community regardless of 
age, income and mobility  


0 0 0 0 


To improve access to services and facilities (e.g. retail, education, employment, 
health, leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


+ + / 0 / ? 0 / ? + + 


To increase access to the countryside + 0 0 + / ? 


Material assets  To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 
To ensure the use of recycled materials for road repair and construction. 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 


To improve the physical quality of the island’s transport infrastructure network 
through appropriate investment 


0 + 0 0 


 
Accompanying notes: 
 
Cycle Routes 







Key assumptions / uncertainty 
Uncertain potential to increase surface water run-off; effect on townscape, conservation area, flood risk, biodiversity due to lack of info. re. locations of tracks. 
Key comments 
Will help create east-west cross-Island cycle track. Will provide increased opportunities for walking and cycling. SINCS located adjacent to old railway line 
between Wootton and Newport but works are likely to be of a minor nature. 
Mitigation proposed 
Avoid damage to SINCs between Wootton and Newport through development of Route 22 cross-Island cycle track. Maximise use of existing railway route to 
minimise impacts to countryside.  Ensure pollution during construction/surface run-off. Ensure routes enhance conservation area and townscape such as 
through reflecting historic street patterns and increase permeability. Use recycled materials in path construction if practicable. 
 
Traffic management & safety Improvements 
Key assumptions / uncertainty 
Locations unknown therefore potential effects on biodiversity, water quality, instability, heritage sites and conservation areas etc unknown. 
Key comments 
Will predominantly improve safety for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists. 
Mitigation proposed 
Ensure enhancements of conservation area through traffic management measures rather than adverse impacts of e.g. signs etc. Use recycled materials in 
construction where practicable. 
 
Urban Traffic Calming 
Key assumptions / uncertainty 
Uncertainty over nature of works and locations therefore unknown potential impacts with relation to flood risk, surface run-off, biodiversity, heritage etc. 
Potential for calming to affect noise and vibration levels? 
Key comments  
Will predominantly improve safety and access for all road users. 
Mitigation proposed 
Ensure townscape particularly conservation areas are not adversely effected by traffic calming – ensure fit in with design guides for the area. 
 
Pedestrian Improvements & Links to Smallbrook Stadi um 
Key assumptions / uncertainty 
Little detail regarding proposed scheme therefore uncertain impacts with respect to soils and geology, water quality, heritage resources, flood risk etc 
Key comments  
Will provide increased opportunities for walking and cycling. SINCS located near to stadium.. 
Mitigation proposed 
Avoid adverse effects on the nearby SINC and to wider countryside. Have consideration for impacts relating to surface water run-off, soil and geology, water, 
and heritage resources when planning scheme. 
 
General Notes 
Proposed schemes are not well defined with respect to location or extent of works. 
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K. Ensuring Effective Management


Objectives


O6 To ensure effective management of the highway network


O7 To achieve value for money solutions


Key Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T9 To achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled.


K.1 Delivering our strategic vision


Discussed earlier in the Plan under Section D -“Transport in the Wider Context,” 


the Isle of Wight is using the Community Plan and Local Strategic Partnership to 


help deliver the longer-term strategic vision that will provide a sense of purpose 


and direction to inspire and motivate partners to a common longer-term end. 


K.1.1 Mechanism for change


Explained in detail in Section B of this plan, the headline statement from the Community Plan’s 


2020 Vision shows us to be: “A progressive Island, built on economic success, high standards and 


aspirations and a better quality of life for all”


The mechanism for enabling this change is the Community Plan, the Council’s own Aim High - Change 


Management Plan and Plans and strategies such as the LDF “Island Plan” and this Local Transport Plan. 


K.1.2 Transport as key element 


There is clear recognition that much of the 2020 Vision and the delivery of the Community Strategy 


will be dependent on a transport infrastructure that is fit for purpose and capable of supporting and 


sustaining regeneration. This Plan is therefore an important component in the hierarchy of strategic


and statutory plans that support the Community Strategy “Island Futures” and the LDF “Island Plan“ 


and in doing so, enables the delivery of essential transport schemes. 


Section B of this Plan includes a diagram illustrating the framework and hierarchy of plans that 


support the Community Strategy and LDF and LTP our delivery process. The diagram below illustrates


our delivery process. How the LTP links to the priorities identified in the Community Strategy, Island


Plan (LDF), Local Area Agreement and how it will be delivered through our priority ranking system 


and Area Investment Framework. 
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2 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Local Transport Plan Delivery


Community Strategy
‘Island Futures’


• Safer Island
• Healthy Island
• Skilled & Educated Island
• Thriving Island (includes Transport)


Local Transport Plan
Transport Priorities


• Accessibility
• Road Safety & Health
• Reduce Congestion
• Air Quality & Environment
• Economic Regeneration
• Effective Management
Priority Ranking


Area Investment Framework
Priority Areas


LTP Improvements


LTP Targets


APR
(Monitoring)


Local Development Framework (LDF)


Local Area 
Agreement


• Children & Young People
• Safer & Stronger 
Communities


• Healthier Communities 
& Older People


• Economic Development
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 3


K.2 Efficiency in local transport


Our Service Plan, which is produced annually, identifies how LTP policy and 


strategy will be delivered on the ground. This process is supplemented where 


appropriate by detailed work programmes. Individual staff members are linked 


to the delivery of schemes through Personal Development Plans (PDP), which 


contain clear and agreed targets, and levels of performance. PDP’s are 


undertaken annually with a midway review to track progress against targets. 


These activities are supported by a thorough and robust budget management 


strategy, which ensures compliance with Council Standing Orders and Financial 


Regulations. 


K.2.1 Investors in People 


Engineering Services also benefits from Investors in People (IIP) 


status, which was achieved in August 2003, and all of the 


department’s activities are covered by BSEN ISO 9001 2000 


registration. This ensures the best possible management systems 


are in place, followed, monitored and value for money achieved.


K.2.2 Quality Management Systems


The introduction of Quality Management Systems (QMS) has brought an improved focus on performance 


management and in particular the use of performance indicator information to drive continuous 


improvement. There are direct linkages between Engineering Services QMS system and the corporate 


performance management reporting system, which provides information on a range of key performance 


indicators across all Council departments on a quarterly basis. This information is reported to all 


Elected Members and supports the process of target setting and resource allocation.


Good project programming and management skills are essential to deliver a diverse range of LTP 


transport schemes and a skills and training matrix has been developed to identify staff training and 


development requirements. A roll out of project management training has taken place and this 


process will continue as part of the staff development scheme.


K.2.3 Hitting our targets and objectives


It is essential that LTP funding is properly allocated to appropriate schemes so as to ensure compliance


with targets and objectives. This process is undertaken within a quality management framework 


using a robust priority ranking system that fully reflects our shared priorities. 


These include improving accessibility, road safety, reducing congestion, pollution, impact on the 


environment, economic prosperity and ensuring the best possible value for money. It also takes 


account of our LTP targets, the AIF priority areas and scores how the measure will be of benefit to 


our partners. It also ensures any works fits with other plans and policies. A copy of this form is 


included within Section M - “Investment Programme”. 
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4 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


K.2.4 Efficiency review


Following the Gershon Efficiency Review, the Council is looking to achieve the Government’s target of


achieving 2.5% efficiency and productivity improvements each year until 2007/08. As part of this review


Engineering Services are continuing to consider all areas of potential saving and areas of commonality


between the LTP and LDF, such as joint working on accessibility planning and the preparation of an 


SEA for both documents, which will show savings in this area. Other areas of potential saving are 


currently being considered and the production of our Transport Asset Management Plan and plans to 


focus on the delivery of regeneration will no doubt produce efficiency and productivity savings.


K.2.5 Plan delivery and monitoring


It is essential that we manage our spending and delivery programmes so as to improve local transport


and achieve our targets. The Investment Programme included in Section M of this Plan, sets out the


transport schemes and broad areas of spend and we will be using the detailed work that sits behind


this to put in place the schemes on the ground. The Investment Programme has been developed 


using our priority ranking system and our internal budget meetings will ensure spending and delivery


match and our targets are achieved and reported in the Annual Progress Report.


K.2.6 Addressing the Traffic Management Act


The Council has embraced the implications of the Traffic Management Act (2004), identified the role 


of Traffic Manager and is now adopting a more coordinated and structured approach so as ensure 


that we make the best use of the existing transport network. Works affecting the highway are now 


planned and scheduled more effectively so as to help keep traffic moving, reduce congestion and air


pollution and address our targets and shared priorities. 


In those circumstances where road diversions and closures are inevitable we are putting in place 


measures to reduce the impact on the travelling public. Our Implementation Plan includes measures


under which we will improve travel information and signing for road users and those using public 


transport. Further details of these initiatives are included in Section J - “Tackling Congestion”.


K.2.7 Cuts in Government funding


As a comparatively small Unitary Authority, the Council was enormously disappointed to note the 


result of the Government’s revised method of calculating the amount of money this authority would 


have available to spend on integrated transport schemes. These schemes, which include methods 


to improve road safety, traffic calming, safe routes to schools, cycling, walking and public transport 


initiatives are an important part of our delivery programme and there can be no doubt that these 


changes, which over a five year period amount to an almost 50% cut in spending in this area, will 


have a detrimental impact on this Council ability improve local transport and hit our desired targets. 


K.2.8 Making the most of the funding available


The Council will therefore have to maximise alternative funding streams and make the most of the 


funding that is available to support our transport improvements. This includes making the most of 


the available revenue funding, plus developer contributions achieved through planning applications 


and Section 106 Agreements. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 5


Major Bids


The Council is looking to develop a Major Bid to reduce congestion and improve accessibility in 


Newport (map ref K4) and is currently, (Spring 2006) discussing with SEERA and the Regional 


Transport Board the methods by which we can target our resources so at to achieve the necessary 


funding through this process. Under the current allocation process priority is given to schemes that 


are of regional significance. With the notable exception of the Ryde Interchange development, which 


is of regional importance, this process would appear to place the Island at a major disadvantage. 


Highways element of FSS


The Council spends 110% highways element of FSS on roads and highways. This amounts to slightly


over £4.5million in 2005/06 and the Council currently uses some of the income generated from car 


parking to help support its highway service. 


K.2.9 Maximising external contributions


The Council recognises the importance of securing additional funds to help support transport 


improvements and in 2004/05 received some additional £243,000 through additional contributions. 


These include some £64,000 to support economic regeneration, £128,000 to put in place safety 


initiatives, £35,000 to support specific schemes and to support Market Towns Initiatives and £17,000 


developer contributions (S106 contributions). These contributions are specifically used to support 


transport improvements, which will improve access and includes improvements to public transport, 


walking and cycling initiatives. It is recognised that developments can have a large impact on our 


transport infrastructure and we are looking to ensure that contributions achieved in this way match 


the transport implications of any proposal. 


We are continuing our programme of extending and improving our cycle network and welcome the 


advice and financial support offered by SUSTRANS and others. 


K.3 Helping to deliver our local area agreement


In June 2005, the Council was formally notified that the Island had been 


successful in its bid to be included in the second round of the Local Area 


Agreement (LAA) programme. The Government sees LAA’s as a new way of 


improving local delivery and achieving stretched targets though a partnership 


approach including central government, LA’s and key local and regional agencies. 


In return, the Council and its partners will be able to bring together existing 


resources and use them more flexibly to achieve their joint goals. 


As discussed earlier in this Plan under the Section D - Long Term Strategy the LAA programme 


will be structured around 4 key themes - children and young people, safer and stronger communities, 


health and older people and economic development. The LAA process is an evolving one, but the 


ultimate aim is to make better use of limited resources through public sector bodies working together


to achieve key jointly agreed priorities. Our draft LAA has been submitted to Government and we look


forward to delivering a range of improvements in partnership with Government.
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6 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


K.4 Adopting a partnership approach


It is recognised that the Council cannot deliver transport improvements in 


isolation and we are working with our QTP partners and others to put in place 


a range of infrastructure improvements across the Island. 


K.4.1 Working with others


Ongoing improvements include working with Network Rail, the transport operators, DfT, GOSE and 


others to develop the new Interchange and Park and Ride schemes at Ryde (map ref O2). We are 


also continuing to deliver station improvements at Sandown and Shanklin, through our Community 


Rail Partnership (CRP) and it is hoped that the current rail refranchising process (Spring 2006) will 


allow us the opportunity to make the most of these opportunities. 


The extensive infrastructure improvements at East Cowes (map ref K2) are being developed in 


partnership with SEEDA and the IW Economic Partnership. Our innovative public transport fares and 


promotions are being put in place in partnership with the transport operators, Youth Trust and others. 


K.4.2 Helping to deliver our part of the Island Plan


The Island Plan recognises that the future economic regeneration of the Island requires efficient 


and sustainable connections between our settlements and the Island and mainland. The integration 


and effective management of our transport infrastructure will assist this aim. 


K.4.3 Taking account of the environment


It is essential that as part of effective management we take account of the environmental 


consequences of any work and that measures are put in place to mitigate any possible impact 


this work may have. 


The SEA process and our effective management systems will help ensure that the fullest possible 


discussions and consultations take place as part of the planning process and before work takes 


place. Planned studies to look at future transport needs, in particular how this will impact on Newport 


(map ref K4), plus studies to look at the impact of climate change and coastal erosion, will help us 


understand the problems and assist the formulation of any possible solutions.


K.4.4 Scheme consultation


The Council have adopted a 3-stage formal consultation process for all highway, bridge and related 


schemes. Consulting at:


• Initial design.


• Detailed design.


• Notification before works.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 7


Additional consultation is also undertaken where schemes are amended or have specific issues. 


Consultees currently include:


• Southern Electric.


• Southern Water.


• British Telecom.


• British Gas Transco.


• Wight Cable.


• IW Fire Service.


• IW Ambulance.


• Highway Design, Maintenance & Traffic sections.


• Rights of Way Section.


• Street Lighting.


• Parks, Gardens and Beaches Section.


• Portfolio Holder for Environment, Transport and Planning.


• AONB Unit.


• County Archaeological Officer.


• Countryside Section.


• Conservation Officer.


• Trees Officer.


• Ecology Officer.


The LTP2 SEA process has highlighted the importance of regular consultation with English Nature, 


Environment Agency and the IW Planning Liaison Group (who are all currently consulted on an ad-hoc,


scheme-by-scheme basis). The Council are now planning to include these consultees in our 3 stage


(all works) consultation process.


K.5 Bringing our roar network up to an acceptable standard


Notwithstanding current short-term increases in highway maintenance spending, 


the condition of the Island’s road network remains well below standard. Routine


inspections and various structural condition surveys indicate that urgent and 


substantial investment is needed to improve and maintain the highway network 


asset. This dire situation has necessitated the development of our PFI bid and is 


reflected in the approach we have taken in setting our maintenance targets, 


included in Section M - Investment Programme. 


K.5.1 Understanding the problem


The Council recognises the Island’s highway network and associated transport infrastructure is one 


of our most important assets and that good quality asset management is fundamental to establishing 


and delivering good financial and operational management. 
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8 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council considers that improving our transport infrastructure is key to the delivery of our locally


established goals and objectives and most importantly, regeneration on which our future is based. 


Our long-term goal is therefore to bring our network up to such a condition that fulfils the demands


of the existing population and is able to support and assist our plans for the future.


Currently being prepared our Transport Asset Management Plan (TAMP) will assist, both the delivery 


of this Plan and its objectives. It will also inform and enable the development and delivery of the LDF 


and will form an essential part of our PFI bid. 


K.6 Developing our Transport Asset Management


The importance of the local road network in integrated transport planning and 


the benefits it brings to the wider community has been recognised in developing


national policy. The Government has set local authorities the target of arresting 


decay in the highway assets by 2005 and removing the backlog of repairs by 2011.


The Council recognises that the Island’s highway network and associated infrastructure is a 


fundamentally important physical asset. Good quality highway asset management is therefore a 


key priority on the Island. It has a major impact on the delivery of regeneration, environmental and 


transport policy objectives. 


K.6.1 Links to our aims & goals


Our long-term goal is to have highway assets in fair condition, such that our infrastructure is suitable


for the demands of regeneration of the Island’s economy and the delivery of our core vision and shared


priorities. Currently, our road network has deteriorated due to lack of investment, to such an extent 


that it will fall into disrepair during a period of what should be planned economic growth for the Island.


It is important therefore that we know the condition of our transport infrastructure and will be using


this information both as as part of the delivery of this Plan and also for our Highways Asset Management


PFI Expression of Interest, which is currently being prepared for submission in September 2006


K.7 Strategic plan for asset management


Work is progressing well towards preparing our Transport Asset Management 


Plan (TAMP) and we anticipate having this in place by August 2006. This work is 


based on the business model illustrated over. Our programme has involved: 


• On site collection of asset data allowing the completion of a comprehensive asset register.


• An examination of information we have in our asset registers, covering all our Highway Assets.


• An asset management process assessment, comparing the Council with other Local Authorities.


• A re-examination of our condition survey information, against demand aspirations and 


levels of service.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 9


We already have the bulk of the information required and once collated this information will help 


give a more accurate picture of our highway assets and their condition. The information will assist:


• The development of performance gaps and options for Transport Asset Management.


• The evaluation of these options and associated risks.


• The development of the desired option for highway assets.


• The ongoing development and delivery of the LTP.


• The development of our outline business case for PFI, showing investment needed, 


risk management, performance targets and review mechanism.


• Help inform spending and target setting for the first APR (07/08)


K.8 Taking a structured approach


We are now using the following model for asset management of our transport 


network. Using this method is helping to provide a knowledge based decision 


making process with the following benefits:


• An enhanced ability to demonstrate the value of the service provided.


• Shows the investment to the greatest need, through better-informed options.


• Helps identify how maintenance improvements fit with our corporate goals and objectives.


• Supports budget requests through fact based assessment of need.


• A better understanding of the levels of service required from highways.


• Assist in the identification of any possible Gershon savings.


• A better understanding of the risks associated with investment decisions.


• Help target investment and delivery through our PFI bid.


• A better use of available funding and value for money.


• Help deliver the “Island Plan” - LDF.


K.8.1 Timescale


This work is well underway and will be completed during the next few months with an August 2006 


target for completion. 


The following illustration shows the approach have adopted to the preparation of the TAMP.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 9







E
n


s
u


ri
n


g
 e


ff
e


c
ti


ve
 m


a
n


a
g


e
m


e
n


t


10 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Asset Management Business Model


Goals, Objectives 
& Policies


Inventory


Starting Point


Condition Assessment Demand Aspirations


Levels of Service


Performance Gaps Lifecycle Planning


Optional Identification


Optimisation & Budget
Considerations


Risk Assessment


Decision Making


Forward Work Programme
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& Service Delivery


Implementation
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 11


K.9 Halting the decline in local road condition


The decline in road condition is accompanied by a decline in asset value and 


increased highway maintenance costs in restoring roads to a good condition. 


The backlog of highway maintenance on the Island is estimated to be valued in 


excess of £160 million. There is a high national 


demand for conventional capital funding for 


highway maintenance as all responsible local 


authorities endeavour to address their 


maintenance backlog. The Government has 


set local authorities the target of arresting 


decay in the highway asset by 2005 and 


removing the backlog of repairs by 2011.


K.9.1 Identifying the additional funding required through a PFI bid


The needs of the highway network on the Island are therefore considered to be beyond the current 


financial resources of the Council, particularly when viewed against the traditional funding competition


from other service areas. To enable an acceptable highway asset management programme to be 


delivered, it is essential that alternative funding resources are identified and utilised. Many local 


authorities are now exploring areas of additional funding for highway asset management projects.


The Council has considered various funding methods for this project including:


• Increased capital borrowing.


• Capital borrowing under the prudential code.


• Road / infrastructure bond.


• PPP arrangements such as a joint venture.


• Private Finance Initiative (PFI). 


The Council has undertaken the Initial Financial Appraisal etc in line with the requirements of the 


HM Treasury’s Green Book. 


The PFI credits required therefore will take into account both the funds required to deal with the 


backlog and future life cycle intervention. This is on the basis of no LTP funding for the services 


covered by the scope of the proposed project over the period of the project. 


K.9.2 Ensuring value for money


A provisional Public Sector Comparator for the reference project has been calculated in accordance 


with HM treasury, Value for Money Assessment and standard model.


An initial GOMMMS (Government Guidance on Methodology for Multi Modal Studies (See www.dft.gov.uk) 


appraisal has been undertaken and the preferred option provides a Benefit Cost Ratio significantly 


in excess of 3.5.
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12 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


K.9.3 Seeking the funding


The benefits of improved funding will ensure that maintenance backlogs are properly addressed and


life cycle asset management techniques and strategies implemented to ensure that the restored 


highway network is maintained in a good condition. Failure to secure the necessary levels of investment


will result in continued and accelerated deterioration of the highway network. Restrictions on the use


of road space will increase through safety considerations with attendant reductions in accessibility. 


There will follow inevitable consequences for economic activities and transport in general. 


K.9.4 Helping to deliver the vision


Effective highway asset management and the Community Strategy are wholly consistent with the 


2020 Vision (see Section D - “Long Term Strategy”). The Government supports and encourages all 


local authorities to maximise the opportunities afforded by Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) 


including the use of PFIs.


K.9.5 Our PFI timetable


The term of the PFI Project would be between 25 to 30 years with major capital investment of £160 


million being undertaken in the first 5 to 7 years to rehabilitate the network to a sustainable level. 


Whole life cycle maintenance strategies would then be implemented for the remainder of the term.


Key milestones for the Highway Asset Management PFI contract are set out below:


K.9.6 What if?


This timetable reflects the latest situation and is subject to the Council being successful with its 


expression of interest. This LTP and its investment programme has been prepared on the basis of 


delivering the Plan solely relying on LTP funding, if our PFI bid is successful this will dramatically 


Milestones Date


Deadline for the submission of expressions of interest. 10th Sept 2006


Anticipated date to proceed with Outline Business Case (OBC). Dec 2006


Anticipated date for the submission of OBC. March 2007


Treasury Programme Review Group (PRG) approval. May 2007


Appointment of financial, legal and technical advisors. June 2007


Publication of Official Journal European Union Notice. June 2007


Issue of Pre Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ) Sept 2007


and Invitation to submit Outline Proposal (ISOP) documents.


Issue of Invitation To Negotiate document. Jan 2008


Submission of tenders. May 2008


Issue of best and final offer. July 2008


Selection of preferred bidder. Oct 2008


Financial close. Jan2009


Contract commencement date. Feb 2009
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section K: Ensuring Effective Management 13


change our ability to deliver improvements to our transport infrastructure and delivery of targets. 


If the initial expression of interest is unsuccessful we will have to consider amending the scope of 


the bid together with a number of other ideas and initiatives, these will include making the best of 


what we have, investigating other revenue streams, targeting maintenance investment towards the 


worst affected areas, consideration of possible road closures and resulting diversions and other 


consequences. We will also talk to GOSE and DfT regarding the merit of submitting a Major Bid for 


highway maintenance. 


K.9.7 Next steps


The Council is currently undertaking a strategic review of the opportunities that will be afforded by 


the scale of investment associated with the highway Asset Management PFI. Following this review 


a comprehensive programme of projects that can “piggy back” off the PFI will be developed and 


implemented to assist delivery of the community strategy objectives. 


K.9.8 Discussions and updates


The Council recognise the importance of working with Government to achieve this bid and will be 


pleased to keep GOSE up to date with all aspects of its development and outcomes.


K.9.9 Summary of key actions


Our 5-year strategy therefore includes the following indirect and direct measures so as to help 


ensure effective management.


Any engineering works will be delivered through our priority ranking process and will take full 


account of the SEA process. 


Issue Method


National and Regional policies National plans and policies - ensure that the LTP reflects 


national and regional policies and is based around shared 


priorities agreed between LGA and Government. 


Local policies Delivery of local plans - ensure that the LTP is based upon 


Community Plan and emerging LDF.


Synergy – ensure compatibility between policies and approach 


in LDF and LTP. Accessibility planning and SEA are also 


common to both plans. 


Land use and transport – Land use proposals will have impact 


on transport. LTP and LDF will work together. 


Local management Ensure effective management - by applying our 


quality management systems. 


Support regeneration - by ensuring that economic regeneration 


is seen as a priority and recognise the key role that transport plays.


Traffic management Ensure the effective management of our highways infrastructure


- through better coordination, information and liaison. 
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14 Section K: Ensuring Effective Management - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Issue Method


Partnership working Work with others – including the QTP, freight partnership, 


transport operators and others to ensure the best possible use, 


management and integration of our transport Infrastructure. 


Take account of the environment - work with others and as 


part of the SEA process to ensure full consideration is given 


to the environment.


Targets Use the LTP, SEA - to ensure delivery against national 


and local targets.


Ensuring value for money Use the LTP – priority-ranking system to help identify spending 


priorities and deliver against targets and within budget. 


Spending and funding Use PFI, LA, AIF and RTB process and other methods 


- to achieve additional funding to support and help remedy 


poor condition of transport infrastructure. 


Monitoring LTP, LDF and SEA process – ensure synergy as part of 


a rigorous monitoring regime.
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Matrix Features of the Long Term Vision 
 


Features of the Long Term Vision (see key below) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 


Transport Organisation and Planning Public Transport, including services across the Solent Roads & use of roads 


SEA 
Headline 
Criteria 


Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty), or � (could be compatible of potential conflict depending on how it is implemented) 
- - X - - ���� ���� X / ? ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� - - ���� ���� ���� Air Quality 


To develop 
the transport 
network to 
maximise 
access whilst 
minimising 
detrimental 
impacts on air 
quality. 


  High 
emissions 
to air from 
air craft 


  Less 
travelling, 
less 
emissions 


Reduce 
tourists’ 
reliance on 
car 


More trips? Limit 
emissions 


Limits 
emissions 
to air, 
modal shift 


Limits 
emissions 
to air, 
modal shift 


Limits 
emissions 
to air by 
facilitating 
modal shift 
and 
providing 
alternative
s to private 
car 


Limits 
emissions 
to air by 
facilitating 
modal shift 
and 
providing 
alternative
s to private 
car 


Facilitate 
tourists 
change of 
mode, 
limits 
emissions 
by making 
PT more 
attractive 


Facilitate 
change of  
mode limits 
emissions 
by making 
PT more 
attractive 


Facilitate 
change of  
mode limits 
emissions 
by making 
PT more 
attractive 


Facilitate 
change of  
mode limits 
emissions 
by making 
PT more 
attractive 


Less 
reliance on 
private car, 
limits 
emissions 
Fewer car 
trips 


Improve 
local air 
quality 


  Alternative 
fuels, 
improve 
local air 
quality 


Modal 
shift, 
fewer 
emission
s to air 


Less 
reliance 
on car, 
less 
travelling
, less 
emission
s 


- - - - - ���� - X / ? ���� - - - - - - - - - - - X / - / ? - X / - / ? - Soil and 
geology To 
ensure the 
transport 
network does 
not adversely 
impact upon 
geology and 
soils, and 
which 
reduces the 
risk of erosion 
and instability 
due to human 
activity. 


     Develop-
ment 
impacts on 
soil but in 
urban 
areas 
could bring 
previously 
developed 
land back 
into use. 


 Develop-
ment? 
Distribution 
centre? 
Could 
affect soil 
and 
geology 
function 


Industries 
not likely to 
pollute 
land e.g. 
not likely to 
store large 
amounts of 
fuel or 
hazardous 
materials 


           Maintenan
ce 
could 
affect soil 
& geol. 
function 


 Develop-
ment of 
paths? 
Could 
affect soil 
& geol 
function. 
Low risk 


 


- - - - - X / ? - X / ? ���� - - - - - - - - - - - X / - / ? - X / - / ? - Water To 
maintain and 
improve the 
quality of the 
Island’s 
watercourses, 
groundwater 
systems and 
to prevent an 
increase in 
risk from 
flooding. 


     Develop-
ment? 
Could 
affect 
water 
quality 


 Develop-
ment? 
Could 
affect water 
quality 


Industries 
not likely to 
pollute e.g. 
not likely to 
discharge 
effluent 
into water-
courses. 
Conflict 
with 
leisure? 


           Maintenan
ce could 
affect 
water 
quality 


 Develop-
ment of 
paths? 
could 
affect 
water 
quality. 
Low risk 


 


- - X - - X / ? ���� / ? X / ? - / ? - - - - - - - - - ���� - - - ����  - Landscape 
and 
townscape 
To protect 
and enhance 
the Island’s 
landscape 
and 
settlement 
character 


  Could 
adversely 
affect 
tranquil 
areas 


  Develop-
ment? 
Could  
impact on 
landscape 
& 
townscape 


More 
tranquil 
areas if 
fewer 
cars? 


Develop-
ment? 
Could 
result in 
adverse 
affects on 
landscape 
and 
townscape 


Not likely 
to have 
major 
impact on 
landscape. 
Not 
proposing 
heavy 
industry 
needing 
large-scale 
plant 


         Less 
congestion 
benefits 
townscape 
character 


   More 
walking 
and cycling 
compatible 
with 
enhancing 
landscape 
and 
townscape 


 


- - - - - X / ? - X / ? X / - / ? ���� / ? - - - - - - - - ���� - X / - / ? ���� - ���� Biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
Islands 
biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora. 
 
 
 


     Develop-
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
biodiversity 


 Develop-
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
biodiversity
. 


Develop-
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
biodiversity
. Potential 
conflict 
with leisure 
activities. 


Limits 
emissions 
which 
could harm 
some 
sensitive 
species 


        Improves 
local air 
quality, 
reduces 
emissions 
which 
could harm 
some 
sensitive 
species 


 Maintenan
ce could 
affect 
biodiversity
/wildlife 
sites 


Improved 
local air 
quality 
compatible 
with 
biodiversity
, fauna and 
flora 


 Improved 
local air 
quality 
compatible 
with 
biodiversit
y, fauna 
and flora 


Archaeology - - - - - ���� - X / ? X / - / ? - - - - - - - - - ���� - X / - / ? ���� ���� - 







Features of the Long Term Vision (see key below) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 


Transport Organisation and Planning Public Transport, including services across the Solent Roads & use of roads 


SEA 
Headline 
Criteria 


Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty), or � (could be compatible of potential conflict depending on how it is implemented) 
and cultural 
heritage  To 
protect the 
Islands 
historic 
environment 
and cultural 
resource 


     Develop-
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
arch. & 
cult. 
heritage 


 Develop
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
arch. & 
cult. 
heritage. 


Develop
ment? 
Could 
impact on 
arch. & 
cult. 
heritage. 
Potential 
conflict 
with 
leisure 
activities. 


         Benefits 
historic 
buildings 


 Maintena
nce could 
affect 
arch. / 
heritage 
sites? 
Low risk. 


Improved 
local air 
quality 
compatibl
e with 
protectin
g built 
heritage 


Develop-
ment of 
paths? 
Could 
adversely 
affect 
arch. & 
cultural 
heritage 
or could 
increase 
access to 
sites. 


 


- - X - - ���� ���� X / ? ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� - - - ���� ���� ���� Climatic 
factors To 
reduce the 
Islands 
contribution 
to climate 
change and 
to limit 
transport 
development 
at risk from 
flooding and 
the effects of 
climate 
change 


  High 
emissions 
of GHG to 
air from air 
craft 


  Less 
travel, 
reduce 
emissions 
of GHG to 
air 


Less 
reliance on 
private car 
– less 
emissions 


Could 
result in 
more 
journeys? 


Limits 
travel, 
limits GHG 
emissions 
to air not 
particularly 
polluting 
industry. 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 
by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternative
s to the 
private car 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 
by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternative
s to the 
private car 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 
by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternative
s to the 
private car 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 
by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternative
s to the 
private car 


Limits GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternatives 
to the 
private car 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
transport 
by 
encouragin
g modal 
shift and 
providing 
alternatives 
to the 
private car 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
private 
cars 


   Limits / 
reduces 
GHG 
emissions 
on Island 


Limits 
GHG 
emissions 
by 
providing 
better 
opportuniti
es for 
walking 
and cycling 


Less 
reliance on 
car, less 
travelling, 
less 
emissions 
of GHG 


- - - - ���� / ? - - - - ���� - - - - - - - - ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� Human 
health and 
safety To 
protect and 
improve the 
safety and 
health of the 
population. 


    Improve 
access to 
medical 
facilities on 
the 
mainland 


    Benefits to 
health and 
safety from 
reduced 
traffic and 
more 
walking / 
cycling 


        Improve 
local air 
quality, 
benefit 
people 
vulnerable 
to 
breathing 
problems 


Improved 
safety 
through 
reduction 
in 
accidents 


Improved 
safety 
through 
improved 
road 
condition 


Improves 
local air 
quality 
compatible 
with 
improving 
health.  


Encourage
s walking 
and cycling 


Improves 
local air 
quality 
compatible 
with 
improving 
health. 


- - X - - ���� / ? ���� / ? - ���� ���� / ? - - - - - - - - -  - ���� - - ���� / ? Noise and 
Vibration To 
limit the risk 
of adverse 
noise and 
vibration 
effects and 
protect 
tranquil 
areas. 


  Increased 
noise from 
air craft 


  Fewer 
journeys, 
potential 
for less 
noise & 
vibration? 


Fewer 
journeys, 
potential 
for less 
noise & 
vibration? 


 Industry 
not 
particularly 
noise e.g. 
not heavy 
industry 
like oil 
refining, 
manufactur
ing. 


Less 
motorised 
traffic, 
potential 
for less 
noise? 


          Maintenan
ce / 
constructio
n could 
cause 
noise & 
vibration 
impacts 


  Less 
travelling 
could 
reduce 
noise and 
vibration? 


���� ���� ���� - ���� ���� - ���� - ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� - ���� - ���� ���� Population 
To improve 
accessibility 
for all sectors 
of the 
community, 
and minimise 
severance by 
sea. 


    Reduces 
effect of 
severance 
by sea 


Locate 
develop-
ment close 
to existing 
services/ 
facilities 


 Reduces 
effect of 
severance 
by sea 


 Increases 
access to 
PT, cycling  
/ walking 


Increases 
access to 
PT, cycling  
/ walking 


Improves 
access to 
PT, 
walking 
and cycling 
and 
change of 
mode 
which 
includes 
the car. 


Improves 
PT making 
it more 
attractive 
and 
therefore 
increasing 
access to it 


Improves 
PT making 
it more 
attractive 
and 
therefore 
increasing 
access to it 


Improves 
PT making 
it more 
attractive 
and 
therefore 
increasing 
access to it 


Improves 
PT making 
it more 
attractive 
and 
therefore 
increasing 
access to it 


Improves 
PT making 
it more 
attractive 
and 
therefore 
increasing 
access to it 


Increases 
access to 
alternative 
modes of 
travel to 
the private 
car. 


Improved 
access, 
fewer 
delays 


 Ensure 
access for 
PT 
services 
using road 
network. 


 Improves 
access for 
pedestrian
s and 
cyclists 


Locate 
develop-
ment close 
to existing 
services/ 
facilities 


- - - - - - - - - - - ���� - - - - - - - - ���� - ���� - Material 
assets To 
improve and 
maintain the 
physical 
quality of the 
Island’s 
transport 
infrastructure 
network 


           New 
facilities 
improves 
transport 
infrastructu
re 


        Improves 
and 
maintains 
physical 
quality of 
infrastructu
re 


 Improves 
footpaths 
and 
cyclepaths 


 







 


Key to Features of the Long Term Vision 
Transport Organisation and Planning 


1. The Council will play a leading role in ensuring that the benefits of an interlinked transport network are maximised for the users.  
2. The Council will play a leading role in coordinating and planning improvements in transport on the Island and across the Solent, ensuring partnerships between users and providers, encouraging investment in transport and its 


infrastructure.   
3. Air transport to and from the island will form part of the transport network.  
4. The Council will be open and accountable for it s decisions and actions. The Council will react to changing circumstances by regularly updating its plans for the benefit of users.  
5. The transport network on the Island will link to travel across the Solent and beyond in a seamless manner.  
6. Economic regeneration of urban and village centres through development will lessen the need for travel.  
7. Tourism development will attract high quality tourism markets, and promote access to the Island by public transport.  
8. Freight handling and distribution systems will enable goods to be available on time for companies and people on or off the Island.  
9. Industries will be encouraged to the Island, which do not have significant transport needs or costs, such as research, high value goods and leisure.  
 
Public Transport, including services across the Solent 
10. Increasing numbers of people will choose walking, cycling and public transport on the island (bus, train, taxi for journeys), because it will be an attractive alternative to car use and is cheaper. This will be particularly true in urban 


areas and for short journeys.  
11. Public transport will be affordable, convenient, safe, sociable, frequent, punctual, comfortable, reliable and accessible to all.  
12. There will be modern user-friendly facilities, which will assist the transfer from one form of travel to another.  
13. On-board information services will be in place on tourist routes. 
14. There will be excellent real time information available for residents and visitors at points of access, so they are aware of the transport options, and be able to make informed decisions.  
15. Tickets will be able to be purchased to our final destination, from all transport providers.  
16. Payment of fares can be achieved electronically before or during travel.  
17. The needs of families and people with wheelchairs will be accommodated on public transport.  
 
Roads & used of roads  
18. The need to rely on the car will be reduced though increasing travel choice. 
19. There will be reduced congestion particularly at peak times on highways.  
20. As a result of reduced car use and congestion there will be less traffic accidents.  
21. The road infrastructure on the Island will be maintained to good standards, and will assist the public transport network using it.  
22. Technology will provide vehicles which are less damaging to the environment 
23. Increased numbers of people will walk or cycle using improved urban paths and pavements.  
24. Visitors will have a choice as to whether to bring a car to the Island. People won’t have to travel if they don’t need to, as the need will be minimised through development identified in the Island Plan. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 1


L. Delivering the Strategy


L.1 Introduction


The Council is looking to deliver this five-year strategy in line with the emerging


“Island Plan” (LDF) and the regeneration areas identified through the Area 


Investment Framework (AIF).


This section therefore explains how the LTP will be delivered in synergy with the LDF and AIF and 


how we will use our Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) to make the best use of our extensive


rights of way network to help achieve our shared priorities. 


L.2 Supporting the Island Plan


The development of the Island Plan is continuing on target and when adopted 


will by the strategic vision for the Island to 2026. This Transport Plan will be one 


of a number of plans and policies supporting the emerging spatial strategy and 


it is important that these two plans dovetail together as far as timetables allow. 


The Island Plan - delivery timetable


L.2.1 The LDF – Issues and opportunities


The development of the LDF core strategy has been influenced by the wide-ranging consultation 


process, carried out as part of the development of the Plan. The Consultation findings have 


indicated that:


• Regeneration – growth must be regeneration led.


• Infrastructure – growth must be linked to infrastructure needed.


• Sustainability – must respect the Island’s environment and minimise impact.


• Quality – growth must be attractive, high quality and integrated.


• Local needs – growth shaped to meet the Island’s diversity of needs.


• Delivery – public, private and community sectors focussed on implementation. 


Proposed Action Date


Local Development Scheme Approved by GOSE April 2005


Ryde Public Realm Strategy Adopted July 2005


Statement of Community Involvement Adopted October 2005


Core strategy Adopt August 2007


Housing and employment sites Adopt October 2009


Area Action Plans 


Medina Valley Adopt Sept 2008


Sandown Bay Adopt April 2008


Proposals Map Ongoing


Minerals and Waste Adopt Sept 2009


Development Control Policies Adopt April 2009


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 1
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2 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The LDF – emerging emphasis.


• Continued existing focus on the Medina Valley.


• Growing emphasis on Ryde and The Bay Area (Sandown, Shanklin and Lake)


• West Wight- to see new growth to sustain communities.


• Smaller communities – to grow modestly.


• Protection of the countryside, coastline and environmentally sensitive areas.


Emerging Plan focuses development on main towns with:


• Greatest concentration of jobs, services and facilities.


• Best opportunities for reusing brownfield sites.


• Best public transport links or where there is greatest potential for improvement.


• Low levels of environmental or heritage constraint. 


LDF: Key Diagram 


The sequence of development


2
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1
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2
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 3


1. Medina Focus - 2006 -2011


• Complete existing regeneration in East Cowes, Cowes and Newport.


• Early policy and regeneration initiatives in the Bay Area.


2. Ryde and the Bay - 2011-2015


• Housing growth and repositioning of visitor offer focussed in the Bay Area.


• Economic and housing growth in Ryde.


• Continued investment in West Wight.


• Further investment in public transport and port infrastructure.


3. Rounding out - 2016 - 2025


• Slight increase in growth and investment in West Wight.


• Investment in viability of smaller communities.


L.3 Working with the AIF


The development of the Island is being delivered in tandem with the approach 


developed as part of the Area Investment Framework programme, which identifies 


the following areas for development:


• CowesWaterfront - which includes the settlements of Cowes, East Cowes, the Medina Valley,


Newport and the Quay area.


• Pan development - the mixed-use development, identified in the UDP.


• Sandown Bay - which includes the coastal resorts of Sandown, Shanklin, Lake and Ventnor.


• Ryde - the town of Ryde and hinterland.


• Rural Areas – including the central southern and western part of the Island.


L.4 Cowes Waterfront


The Cowes Waterfront area is a holistic regeneration project, covering the 


Medina Valley as it stretches from Cowes and East Cowes in the north to Newport 


and the Quay in the south. The aim of the project is to attract investment, create 


jobs and bring new facilities to these communities. 


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 3
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4 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The main aim of the Cowes Waterfront project is to


strengthen the Island’s position as a centre of excellence


for the composites and specialist marine sectors. It works


with land allocations identified in the UDP and seeks to


build on the wealth of local technical expertise and skills


and provide the resources and infrastructure that cutting


edge business requires.


The project, which makes the best use of the waterfront


access, was inspired by the vision to make the Solent the


global centre for yacht racing technology, promoting the


area as “the home of world yachting”. Cowes is already


home to some of the world’s most prestigious sailing teams,


including GBR Challenge and Offshore Challenges, hosts


such events as Skandia Cowes Week and is the operational


base for Ellen MacArthur. 


L.4.1 Inward investment and regeneration


Cowes Waterfront will seek to attract new business opportunities, modern leisure and recreational 


facilities, including hotels, restaurants, café and the opportunity to remodel the existing Red Funnel 


ferry terminal and marshalling facilities. It is anticipated that this mixed-use development will bring 


new life and visitors to the town centres and will help support existing businesses and retailers and 


secure better sustainable facilities for the local communities. 


Considerable sums have already been invested by SEEDA in the Cowes Waterfront project and work 


is already underway purchasing and clearing key redundant sites as part of the overall project 


development. It is expected the £10 million pump priming money will lever in a further £40 million 


of private investment. 


L.4.2 Delivering the project


The project has four key themes delivered across the four zones.


The project has four key elements are:


• Business - providing resources and infrastructure for business to grow and expand.


• Communities - cresting job opportunities and enhancing community living with improved 


amenities.


• Environment - maintaining and enhancing the unique environmental resources of the 


Medina Valley.


• Infrastructure - bringing under used and derelict sites and premises back into productive use.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 5


The framework establishes five “themed zones” for the whole Medina Valley, encompassing around 


50ha of land, some of which is currently in use, vacant or derelict. Each zone focuses on a particular


aspect of the “economic mix”. Improving access will be key to the success of this development. 


L.4.3 Five Zones for development 


The five Zones for development are:


Zone 1 - Town centres leisure and events


Zone 1 covers the mouth of the river, encompassing the towns of Cowes and East Cowes. It will be 


the key location for yachting events and support facilities.


Improvements in this area include:


• New mixed development including hotels, shops, homes, restaurants and cafes.


• New marina facilities.


The development has specific transport implications, notably:


• New development to strengthen East Cowes town centre - including improved roads, 


associated car parking, pedestrian and cycle routes developed in association with SUSTRANS.


• Creating new waterfront access.


• Allow for the relocation and expansion of Red Funnels terminal and associated marshalling 


areas. 


Zone 2 - Marine industries


Situated upstream of the main harbour area and floating bridge. The bulk of this area is used for 


marine industries with important access to the water frontage.


Improvements in this area include:


• New waterfront employment uses and marine facilities, including specialised marine 


business park.


• Restoration of the listed dry dock.


The development has specific transport implications, notably:


• Possible improvements to cross Medina links via a new river bus. 


• Improved public access to the waterfront. 
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6 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Zone 3 - Commercial shipping


The ability to transfer bulk freight to the Island by barge will help reduce the number and size of 


lorries on our local roads. The Project suggests maximising the efficiency of the existing wharf 


and dock facilities in this area.


Planned improvements in this area include:


• Retain and improve existing aggregates and grain storage facilities.


• Rationalises aggregate facilities elsewhere to free up other potential development 


opportunities.


• Create additional employment opportunities.


• Provide land for boat storage.


Zone 4 - Environmental priority area


This area takes in the most of the environmentally sensitive areas of the Medina valley. It is not 


intended that this area be subject to significant development, but opportunities exist to enhance 


the environmental value and bio-diversity of the river valley and estuary. 


National cycle route 23 runs along the western side of the river on the disused railway line. This 


route provides an easy, flat and traffic free cycle route between Newport and Cowes and the Council


has recently created a new cycle route linking the main route and the residential and employment 


area of Northwood to the west. The opportunity exists to further improve this important national 


cycle route. 


Plans for this area recognise the advantage of creating and improving access by river and the 


proposals include the possibilities of introducing a new river bus and increasing waterside access.


The opportunity to create a new cycleway on the eastern bank of the river is also under consideration. 


This proposal was included in the UDP and was one of the proposals agreed following consideration


at the Public Inquiry into the draft plan.


Recent developments at St Cross Business Park have made the best of easy river access and the 


large wind turbine blades constructed at the Vestas site are loaded onto a purpose built barge, for 


onward shipping down river and into the Solent. This type of development places the Island at an 


advantage over other areas and it is likely that proposals for other similar uses will be considered 


during the Plan period 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 7


Improvements in this area include: 


• Provision of new employment workspace at West Medina Mills, particularly for uses 


requiring waterfront access.


• Continued development of the successful St Cross Business park for offices, high tech 


manufacturing and employment facilities.


• A low cost / low intensity facility for boat maintenance, repair and storage at the SARO site 


on the eastern bank of the river near the Folly public house. 


• Improved access to the sites via a new river bus.


• Enhancements to the environmentally sensitive areas. 


Zone 5 – Newport Harbour


Development of this area for mixed uses follows a comprehensive study, design brief and consultation 


process undertaken by the Council. 


Improvements in this area include: 


• New mixed use “quarter”, with residential, cultural and employment uses and evening 


uses, in an attractive high quality quayside environment.


• Additional moorings and berths.


• Improved access to the harbour via a new river bus service.


This area has the potential to provide improved waterside access as well as foot and cycle links 


on both sides of the river. 


L.5 Pan urban extension


The Pan Urban Extension (map ref. K-4) was allocated for housing and employment 


in the UDP, which was subject to extensive consultation and a Public Inquiry. 


The majority of the site is owned by the Council who have taken a positive lead 


to ensure that the development of the site demonstrates best practice in terms of:


• The process of formulating development proposals.


• The quality of design.


• The potential contribution towards a sustainable form of development.


• Integrating new development into the existing Pan estate so that it contributes to the 


on-going regeneration of the Pan area; and also


• Meeting the Councils housing requirement as set out in the UDP and Regional Planning 


Guidance.
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8 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The masterplan proposals were developed taking into consideration extensive and wide ranging 


consultation. A two-week local public consultation exercise was carried out at Downside Middle 


School, with an exhibition explaining the draft development framework with an illustrative masterplan.


Comments were received and the proposals amended as appropriate.


L.5.1 Development framework principles


The vision for Pan extension is based on creating a new area to the west of Newport, that is seen to 


be an integral part of the town, rather than a new unconnected estate. 


L.5.2 Establishing the vision 


The proposals seek to ensure that the new development links to the existing residential area and 


transport links including pedestrian, cycle and bus routes will ensure easy access between the new 


development, the existing area and the town. 


It is proposed that the new area will have a spine road that is designed to be the “main street”. 


The proposal indicates that along this route there will be a series of open spaces and links which 


will make it easy for people move around and access facilities. The opportunity for crime will be 


reduced by design and the new buildings will be arranged to create urban spaces that are safe and 


naturally “policed”.


The site has the capacity for approximately 800 homes, it is proposed that these will include market 


housing, units for rent and shared ownership. There will be a range unit sizes from small flats, 


to large family houses. The affordable housing will provide a range of units that will help meet 


local need. Details of the Pan Urban Extension and the Masterplan can be viewed at 


www.iwight.com/living_here/planning


L.5.3 Creating good transport links


It is important that good transport links are created between the two residential areas and these 


areas in turn are linked into the town. These issues have been identified as part of the development 


of this plan and the investment plan includes proposals to ensure that the best possible access is 


secured for all users. 


L.6 Sandown Bay regeneration


Sandown, Shanklin and Ventnor are important seaside resort towns on the 


southeastern coast of the Island (map ref. N-8). Ways in which the area can be 


improved have been highlighted in two recent plans.


L.6.1 Tourism Development Plan


The Isle of Wight Tourism Development Plan (TDP), “Working smarter towards a Sustainable future”


(April 2005) recognises that “ the island should be part of a global tourism market place and identifies 


the necessary developments required.” 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 9


The TDP recognises that “currently the majority of the accommodation stock on the Island is in the 


Sandown Bay area, so the transport infrastructure feeding that particular part of the Island is vital 


and access by road, cycle, rail, air and the sea needs to be addressed in the Bay Regeneration 


Programme and LTP2.” 


The TDP acknowledges, “the proposed bid for a PFI is intended to 


resolve problems with the maintenance and quality of the roads on 


the Island”. It recognises the importance of maintaining and improving 


the Island Line connection between Ryde Pier Head and Shanklin and 


the rail/bus connection to Ventnor. The TDP values the establishment


of the Community Rail Partnership and the development of Ryde 


Interchange, which should support the development of the line as 


well as the integration of transport generally.


The TDP includes a number of short-term actions relating to transport in this area. These include:


Short term actions


• To support and encourage the provision for car free travel on the Island.


• To support the Councils application for a PFI bid to upgrade the road and other infrastructure


on the Island.


• To support the Ryde Interchange project.


• To support rail development and promote use by visitors.


• To put in place a sustainable Tourism Brown Signing policy, process and bi-annual audit.


Medium term objectives


• Investigate access to Sandown/Shanklin by sea as part of the regeneration projects 


– marina/pier head development.


• To support further interchanges at gateways to the Island.


• To investigate the development of the most effective use of the Island’s airports, 


including the potential for a heliport at Sandown Airport.


• To investigate the concept of “route branding” for the main tourist routes around the Island. 


Longer term 2020 vision


To have a fully integrated and viable transport system that enables visitors to travel with safety, 


reliability, comfort and convenience.


Further details of tourism and tourism development can be found at 


www.islandbreaks.co.uk/tourism_services
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10 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


L.6.2 The Sandown Bay Regeneration Strategy


A draft regeneration strategy to improve the “bay area” has been produced by consultants. Available 


at www.iwight.com/sandownBayPlans.asp. The strategy focuses on the range of problems that 


together are unique to such a seaside conurbation and proposes a number of solutions, which will 


reinforce the regeneration objectives for the wider Island area. 


The vision recognises the diversity of the resorts within the Bay area and identifies that regeneration


will be achieved through the creation and promotion of new tourism markets and opportunities and 


securing quality new developments which reflect the “differing seaside character of the Bay.” The 


strategy recognises the importance of developing a more sustainable and integrated transport system.


The strategy identifies a number of transport proposals and it is important that our transport spending


supports these aims and objectives.


L.7 Ryde regeneration


Ryde is located on the north east coast of the Island (map ref. O-2). It has a 


population of 20,400, is principally residential in nature and is considered as 


the Island’s second town in terms of shopping and commerce. Ryde has two 


passenger carrying cross Solent operations - Fast Cat which operates from Ryde 


Pier Head, and Hovercraft from Ryde to Southsea. The current transport facilities 


at Ryde Esplanade cater for some where in the region of 2 million passengers 


per year. It is a popular tourist area and has extensive leisure and recreation 


facilities many of which are based around the Esplanade. As with Cowes, there 


is a busy mainland commuter population who live in or around the area. 


L.7.1 Supporting economic regeneration and community involvement 


Funding achieved through a successful Single Regeneration Budget Bid (SRB) for the town has 


assisted recent and ongoing improvements for the area. 


Over the last three years considerable activity has been focussed on putting in place physical 


improvements, supporting economic activity and community involvement. 


Over the last eighteen months the development of the Ryde Public Realm Strategy has taken place. 


This strategy, which will become Supplementary Planning Guidance, provides a framework for the 


development and refurbishment of Ryde as a whole. In addition it provides an investment framework


for the private sector. 


The development of this master plan has strengthened the linkages between the town’s heritage, 


the learning, training and community involvement, the creation of new jobs and businesses and the 


arts festival.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 11


Transport and infrastructure improvements 


Improving transport and the built environment has been at the heart of the improvements at Ryde. 


Considerable investment has been made improving the visual appearance of the whole area. New 


“Welcome to Ryde gateway treatments” have been put in place at key entry points areas on the 


outskirts of the town and improvements to the Esplanade, North Walk and the Canoe Lake area 


has included the creation new paved areas, seating and public facilities. 


Ryde Interchange


Money from the project was used to help fund the initial designs and reports required for the 


submission of the Major Bid for the funding required to replace the Interchange at Ryde Esplanade 


and associated Park and Ride facilities at Ryde St Johns Station. When constructed the new 


interchange will stand as a landmark building - a destination in its own right. It is planned to include 


within it, a restaurant plus facilities for recreation, leisure and possibly arts as well as the primary 


transport facilities, including ticketing, waiting facilities and tourist and travel information. 


Our planned transport spending will continue to support work in Ryde including plans to improve 


public areas, seating, roads and pavements.


L.8 Rural Areas


The remainder of the Island is essentially very rural in nature. There are some 


small towns, but the general appearance is one of an area which is typically a 


mix of countryside and villages. The settlements are linked by a network of what 


are predominately minor roads with a few principal roads, most of which connect 


with Newport at the centre of the Island. 


This minor road network is important in terms of accessibility for those who live in these areas. But 


many of these roads are narrow and of a poor standard and condition. 


Transport can be a particular problem for those who live in the more remote areas of the Island. For 


many there is little choice about the way in which they travel and the car is the main form of transport.


The most recent Census suggests that car use and ownership is higher in rural areas. Many tourists 


use their cars to access the Islands countryside and for those living in rural areas the car is the first


choice of travel. The Island benefits from a better than average rural bus service and travel by bus 


is easier on the Island by comparison with other similar areas.


L.8.1 Rural investment programme


A number of opportunities exist to improve transport and accessibility in the countryside and the Island 


has been successful in attracting valuable funding to support a range of rural transport initiatives. 
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12 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Additional funding has been achieved through:


• The Rural Development Programme


• Leader + 


• Market towns initiative.


• Small rural towns. 


L.8.2 Adding value


Some of these initiates have been now been completed and the bulk of future funding for schemes 


in these areas will come through AIF. It is therefore important that transport spending is targeted to


support any additional funding the Island can achieve. 


L.9 Making the best of our transport infrastructure 


The Government has asked that local transport planning makes “the most effective


use of the rights of way network in both urban and rural areas – particularly in 


delivering better networks for walkers and cyclists”
1


. 


The Isle of Wight has an extensive Rights of Way network, extending across the Island. These routes


can help address the LGA shared priorities by offering the opportunity to access rural and urban areas


as transport links, not just for recreation and leisure.


The Government have recognised the importance of maintaining and improving these important links


and the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 introduced a duty that all highway authorities 


publish a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) covering their geographical area. 


These plans are intended to be the prime means by which local highway authorities will identify the 


changes to be made, in respect of the management and improvements to their local rights of way 


network in order to meet the Government’s aims for better provision for walkers, cyclists, equestrians 


and people with mobility problems.


L.10 Developing our rights of way improvement plan


The Government recognise that it would be unrealistic to expect authorities to 


fully integrate the LTP and ROWIP by March 2006, particularly as the first ROWIP 


do not have to be completed until November 2007. However the Council recognises


the valuable role that the rights of way network can play in assisting the LTP to 


achieved the shared priority and the wider quality of life objectives and chose to 


produce a Draft ROWIP for the Island and make this available for consultation as


an Annex to the PLTP. The response to this early consultation has helped shape 


the final ROWIP and this document.


1 Full guidance on LTPs: second Edition (section 5) available at www.dft.gov
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 13


L.10.1 Our Public Rights of Way Network


The Isle of Wight has 827 kilometres of public 


rights of way recorded on the definitive map; 


the most concentrated network of any county 


in England. The extent of each of the three 


categories is illustrated to the right: 


L.10.2 Achieving the national target


The Isle of Wight Council has been adopting a strategic approach to rights of way development since


1994. In that year, following a complete survey of the condition of the Island’s rights of way network, 


the Council published a ‘Milestones Statement’ aimed at achieving the National Target for Rights of 


Way within four years. This target had been defined by the Countryside Commission and challenged 


local authorities to bring their rights of way networks up to the standard of being “legally defined, 


properly maintained and well publicised by the year 2000”.


L.10.3 Building on our success


In 1998 the Isle of Wight Council was the first and to date, remains the only local authority to achieve 


the National Target for Rights of Way. The strategic approach to rights of way improvement having 


proved its worth, the Council set about drawing up a new five year strategy to maintain its rights of 


way network in excellent condition and develop it further for the benefit of the local population and 


visitors to the Island.


L.10.4 Research and consultation


Extensive research and public consultation was funded by a European Union project, leading to the 


publication of the Rights of Way Strategy 2001 - 2006. This document has guided the development 


of the Rights of Way Network for the last four years and must now be replaced by a statutory Rights 


of Way Improvement plan under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act.


The Isle of Wight Walking Festival was the largest of its kind in the UK when the 2001 Strategy was 


being produced. It has continued to grow, drawing many visitors to the Island annually, and has 


retained its pre-eminent position. The consultation carried out during the Walking Festivals has 


helped inform the development of our ROWIP.


An earlier but still valid bridleway study showed that there was a North / South divide in the network


of bridleways. Most horse riders and stables are in the northern half of the Island, while most 


bridleways are in the south. Access from the north to the south is relatively poor and main roads 


have to be negotiated by riders wanting to reach the good riding country of the central downland ridge. 


L.10.5 Making the link between transport, health and fitness 


The Isle of Wight was an early popular location for mountain biking using the bridleway network and 


has also been identified as an ideal location for family off road cycling. This has led to an increase in 


use of the bridleway network for off road cycling, which is expected to continue. 


47km


266km


Footpaths


Bridleways


Byways514km
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14 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Countryside recreation has grown dramatically in the last 30 years due to a more mobile population 


with increased leisure time and a greater general emphasis on health and fitness. This interest has 


been fostered by the development of the Internet. Countryside recreation is now a major industry 


supporting many local businesses and green tourism is likely to be an important growth area on the


Isle of Wight in the immediate future, generating increasing and sometimes conflicting demands on 


the rights of way infrastructure. 


L.11 Background to the rights of way improvement plan


This Plan is prepared under Sections 60 - 62 of the Countryside and Rights of 


Way Act 2000, which requires every Highway Authority in England to prepare 


and publish a plan containing the authority’s assessment of:


• The extent to which local rights of way meet present and likely future needs of the public. 


• The opportunities provided by local rights of way for exercise and other forms of open-air 


recreation. 


• The accessibility of local rights of way to blind and partially sighted persons.


Plus a statement of the action the authority proposes to take for the management of rights of way, 


and for securing an improved network of rights of way, with particular regard to the matters dealt 


with in the assessment.


L.12 Ensuring the integration of the network


Although the CROW Act does not require the ROWIP 


to be completed until 2007, the development of the 


Isle of Wight ROWIP is being brought forward so that 


it can benefit from early integration with the Local 


Transport Plan. 


This will ensure the Council makes the most effective use of 


the rights of way network in its transport planning, and that the 


significant contribution the Island’s 520 miles of non-vehicular 


highways can make to sustainable transport aims is recognised. 


It will also ensure the rights of way network continues to be 


managed as an important sector of the overall highway network. 


L.12.1 Noted as best practice


The early integration of our draft ROWIP into the PLTP and the plan process was recognised as best 


practise by consultants who were asked to review PLTPs on behalf of DEFRA. The consultants noted


the efforts we had made to integrate our ROWIP into the PLTP and how by doing that we had achieved


strong links to the delivery of a number of our transport objectives in particular congestion and 


accessibility.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 15


DEFRA noted that our Provisional LTP identified that the ROWIP would help to combat congestion by:


• Improved signing and maintenance of urban paths.


• Tailoring signage in towns.


• Increased promotion of the ROW network in general.


• Establishment of a strategic non - vehicular network.


With regard to accessibility DEFRA noted that our ROWIP would help increase accessibility by:


• Raising community awareness of the local network and its potential uses.


• Introduce urban signage improvement to show routes to local amenities and services.


• Put in place a project to provide local circular routes to include an assessment of path 


security, safety, risk of crime and inherent attraction.


L.12.2 Improving quality of life objectives


The Rights of Way Improvement Plan is wholly concerned with improving facilities for walking and 


cycling of all kinds away from road traffic and will therefore assist in delivering the quality of life 


objectives of the LTP. Public rights of way are healthy, safe and often beautiful. While their value for 


leisure and the tourist economy is well recognised, the potential for combining this with functional 


uses, and for providing health benefits as part of daily routines, has yet to be fully exploited. 


This positive approach was noted by DEFRA who commented “the Isle of Wight Council propose to 


provide a central trunk network of chosen routes directly linking settlements, using the best path to 


aid all users, as an alternative to road connections. Although its main purpose is to promote and aid


tourism it will also benefit local people as they go about their business”.


L.13 Developing our network


The broad strategy of the Improvement Plan is to continue to develop public rights


of way as a well-functioning network with good continuity, both on the ground and


in the public mind. This development will be achieved through a combination of 


route improvement, signing and publicity, equally important elements in achieving


this overall aim. It will build on the efficiencies in maintenance and protection 


delivered by the two previous strategic plans and will depend on maintaining 


this firm foundation.


Three types of network have been identified for specific projects to enhance the varied character of the


network as a whole and increase its capacity to cater to a wide range of user needs and purposes. 


These are as follows:


L.13.1 Strategic rights of way network


On the Island people commonly visit two or more settlements in one day as they would visit different


areas of a larger town or city. The Island can be visualised as a single town with an unusually large 


amount of green space, with country journeys providing a respite from continuous built-up space in 


the daily experience. 
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16 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The relative density of paths and the distribution of destinations throughout the green matrix at 


distances conducive to walking and cycling provides an opportunity to identify a primary non-vehicular 


cross-country network so that many more of these journeys can be made sustainably, healthily and 


enjoyably as part of a day’s programme instead of by immediately taking to the road. 


This geographical advantage should be exploited to a greater extent than it is at present for the double


benefit to the environment and to personal physical and mental health. This can be achieved by, 


improving the available infrastructure and increasing its visibility at the centre of settlements where 


most journeys originate. This main greenline network will include existing long distance paths 


and cycleways. 


L.13.2 Parish networks


The country paths surrounding villages provide the opportunity for short and medium length circular 


routes ideal for regular leisure and health walks and for quiet exploration and enjoyment of the 


countryside. Conservation and enhancement of the local landscape character is the important priority 


for both residents and visitors. 


L.13.3 Town and village paths


The third network identified is the well-used but sometimes unlovely paths and alleys in towns and 


villages which provide a means of access to school and shops avoiding traffic. These networks are 


particularly valuable to older people and families with young children. Improvements in their condition 


and extent can greatly enhance the quality of everyday life and significantly contribute to our LTP 


targets. In rural environments public rights of way may be preferred as new paths wherever possible,


as more sympathetic and less urbanising than standard footways, as well as offering greater protection 


from motor traffic.


These sub-networks are not mutually exclusive. They are not intended to form a hierarchy and many


paths will participate in more than one aspect. This three-way approach will however draw out more


effectively the structural qualities of the rich network of minor highways, largely free from motor traffic,


which overlays and interconnects with the road network across the Island, and will encourage much


more use of it.


L.13.4 Principal aims of our ROWIP


The principal aims of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan are therefore to:


• Continue to maintain a high quality rights of way network.


• Develop the network to benefit as wide a range of users as possible.


• Identify a programme of achievable improvements.


• Improve access for those with mobility difficulties.


• Promote the network and countryside to non-users.


• Promote the network for health and leisure.


• Promote the network as an option for sustainable journeys.


The final ROWIP is included as a Annex to this document.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section L: Delivering the strategy 17


L.14 Delivering our Five Year Strategy


The Council is looking to target its transport spending to support the delivery 


of the Island Plan and our core policies including regeneration. 


Targeting our investment


The Investment Programme included in Section M of this Plan sets out in detail the proposed schemes 


to for delivery and the table below indicates the broad areas of spend over the Plan period, split into 


integrated transport and maintenance spend.


*Indicative settlement only


L.14.1 Addressing the reduction in funding for integrated transport schemes


The Council is enormously disappointed with the implications of the change to a formulaic method 


of calculating the amount of money we will achieve from Government to spend on Integrated Transport 


schemes. This change will severely disadvantage the Island and by the end of the Plan period will 


result in an almost 50% reduction in the amount of money we have to spend locally on a range of 


important schemes such as road safety, improving public transport, walking and cycling. 


Increasing the stretch


We have taken this reduction into consideration when setting the relevant targets and after discussion 


have chosen to retain those identified in the PLTP for delivery over the Plan period. It should therefore 


be recognised that the delivery of these targets, using reduced funding, will mean that we will have 


to work smarter to achieve these targets in effect resulting in increased “stretch” in delivery for 


this Council. 


L.14.2 Supporting the Island Plan and regeneration 


We have chosen to target our IT spending to support the sequence of development identified in the 


Island Plan and the table included below illustrates how our integrated transport (IT) spend fits with


the Island Plan and AIF / regeneration areas. 


Achieving our performance indicators 


Our maintenance spend will be allocated on a needs basis using our priority ranking system and new


bridge maintenance ranking system. Our scrim tests are helping to identify skid resistance and we 


will seek to address the following Best Value performance indicators as part of the delivery of this 


programme - BV223, BV224A, BV224B and BV187.


Finance 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 TOTAL


Integrated Transport 2,491 2,289 2,126 1,941 1,732 10,579


Maintenance 2,032 2,073* 2,176* 2,285* 2,399* 10,965*


TOTAL 4,523 4,362 4,302 4,226 4,131 21,544
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18 Section L: Delivering the strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Integrated transport spend by Island Plan / Regeneration Area 2006/07


Note: Further details of the Island Plan areas and sequence of development are included earlier in this Section in L.2.2


L.14.3 The importance of TAMP and PFI 


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and improving our transport asset and will be


using the Transport Asset Management Plan (TAMP) to identify those areas of most need and where


potential efficiency savings and improvements could be made. 


We are fully aware of the very poor condition of much of our highway infrastructure and will be using 


the TAMP to assist and inform the development of our PFI bid, which if successful will allow us to 


bring the condition of our roads up to an acceptable standard. This is a very important issue for the 


Island, not only in terms of asset management but also as fundamentally important part of the delivery 


of the Island Plan and regeneration. The issue is discussed further in Section K - Effective Management. 


The Condition of our roads and ability to hit our maintenance targets with and without our PFI bid is 


included in Section N - Performance Indicators.


Island Plan Area LDF Focus (Years) Regeneration Area LTP Spend (£000)


1 Medina Focus 2006/11 Cowes/Newport/Pan 1,049


2 Ryde and the Bay 2011/15 Ryde Area 251


Bay Area 167


3 Rounding out 2016/25 Rural Area 520


Islandwide 504


TOTAL 2,491
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
Air Quality  To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 


To reduce congestion in Newport 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To limit traffic growth. + + + 0 0 0 0 


To increase travel choice and the 
proportion of people using public 
transport, cycling and walking 


+ + + 0 0 0 + 


To reduce number of car trips + + + 0  0 0 0 


To improve air quality   + + + 0 0 0 0 
Soil and geology To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and instability due to human activity.  


To reduce the risk to property and 
people from erosion and instability  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 


Avoid damage to the coastline or the 
loss of amenity as a result of human 
activity. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To avoid contamination of land 
through construction and operation 
of the transport network 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To protect areas important for 
geological processes 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
Water  To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding. 


To ensure that highways works do 
not give rise to increases in surface 
run-off.  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To protect the quality of water by 
controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface water, 
bathing water, and estuaries quality. 


0 0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 0 0  


Landscape and townscape  To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character.  


To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the Island 
and ensure that transport and its 
associated infrastructure does not 
negatively impact on the existing 
character of the area. 


0 0 0 - / ? - / 0 / ? ? 0 


Positively enhance landscape and 
settlement character. 


0 0 0 - / ? - / 0 / ? ? 0 


Conserve and enhance the AONB 
in line with its designated status, 
purpose and the AONB 
Management Plan. 


0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage 
Coasts in line with their status, 
purpose and AONB management 
plan. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated wildlife 
sites and the qualifying habitats and 
species on which they depend 
(Marine, estuarine, terrestrial and 
freshwater).  


0 / ? 0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 


To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


0 / ? 0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 


To protect  the fabric and setting of 
designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, 
historic parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings locally 
important historic buildings  and 
conservation areas 


� 0 0 � � ? 0 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
Climatic factors  To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit transport development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change 


To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on the 
Island 


+ + + 0 0 0 + 


To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology used 
to power vehicles 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To limit development at risk from 
flooding and the effects of climate 
change 


0 / ? 0 0 0  0 0 / ? 0 


Human health and safety To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 


To make the Island’s roads safer 
and reduce accidents 


+ 0 0 + + + + + 


To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


0 0 + 0 + / ? 0 + 


Noise and Vibration  To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 


To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration effects 
of vehicle movements at the ferry 
ports  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration effects 
of transport movement in the urban 
centres 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them from 
light and noise pollution due to 
increases in traffic 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Population  To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea.  
To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To ensure transport is accessible for 
all sectors of the community 
regardless of age, income and 
mobility  


+ + + 0 0 0 0 


To improve access to services and 
facilities (e.g. retail, education, 
employment, health, leisure, 
sporting, cultural etc)   


+ + +  0 0 + + 


To increase access to the 
countryside 


0 + + 0 0 0 0 


Material assets  To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


0 / ? 0 0 / ? ? ? 0  ? 


To improve the physical quality of 
the island’s transport infrastructure 
network through appropriate 
investment 


0 0 + / ?  + 0 0 0  


Key assumptions / uncertainty Not likely to 
improve access to 
the countryside.   


Assume this will 
involve improving 
services and 
frequency and will 
not involve 
development. 
Scheme likely to 
improve access to 
the countryside 
linking rural areas 
to railway stations.   


Locations of paths to 
be upgraded and 
cycleways to be 
created on existing 
roads unknown. 


Uncertainty over 
potential impacts to 
biodiversity 
heritage, soil and 
geology and water 
quality.  


 Locations of car 
parks to be 
improved unknown. 
Uncertainty over 
potential for lighting 
to affect tranquil 
areas although 
installations will 
comply with dark 
skies 
requirements.. 
Depends on 
location of car park 
and topography. 
Setting of part of 
AONB could be 
affected? 


Uncertain potential 
to negatively affect 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora, to affect 
stability, and to use 
recycled materials. 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
Key comments  Scheme is likely to 


make public 
transport more 
attractive and 
therefore performs 
well with respect to 
air quality. Bus 
shelters should 
provide some 
protection for 
people waiting for 
buses and 
therefore improves 
safety. Schemes 
are likely to be 
predominantly in 
urban areas. 
Council has 
considered bus 
shelter design in 
consultation with 
AONB office and 
conservation 
officer so 
landscape impact 


Scheme liable to 
increase access 
within the area. 
Scheme is likely to 
make using public 
transport more 
attractive and 
therefore performs 
well with respect to 
air quality. 
Improvements in 
services is also 
likely to improve 
access to transport 
and access to 
services and 
facilities etc.  


Predominantly 
improves 
opportunities for 
cycling and therefore 
performs well with 
respect to air quality 
and access.  
 
 


Predominantly 
increases access, 
increases safety 
and decrease 
congestion within 
the Bay area. 


Traffic calming 
should 
predominately 
improve safety for 
pedestrians, 
cyclists and 
motorists. 
 
 


Predominantly 
improves safety. 
 
 


Bridge spans a 
railway line 
Predominately 
improves safety for 
pedestrians and 
therefore improves 
access and makes 
walking more 
attractive. 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or 


negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
not likely. 


Mitigation proposed Any potential to 
use recycled 
materials in works 
should be 
maximised.  


None Ensure 
townscape/landscape 
is enhanced such as 
through the re-
establishment of 
historic street 
patterns and 
increasing 
permeability. Use of 
recycled materials 
should be 
maximised. 


Ensure impacts to 
biodiversity, 
heritage, soils and 
geology and water 
are considered and 
avoided. Any 
potential to use 
recycled materials 
in works should be 
maximised. 


Any potential to 
use recycled 
materials in works 
should be 
maximised. Ensure 
that traffic calming 
complies with local 
design statements.  


Ensure low-spill 
lighting is installed. 


Ensure maximise 
use of recycled 
materials in 
construction. 
Ensure consider 
biodiversity, 
stability and avoid 
or minimise any 
negative impacts.  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 1


M. Investment Programme


M.1 Introduction


This section gives details of the method by which our transport strategy will be 


delivered across the Island. The timing of this Plan means that we now have the 


opportunity to use this process to help support the delivery of the emerging 


Island Plan, as well as maximising the opportunities to generate inward 


investment through the Local Area Agreement (LAA) and Area Investment 


Framework (AIF) process. 


We are aware that the Integrated Transport element of Government funding has been reduced and 


we will have to make the very best use of any funding that is available to us. 


M.2 Targeting our investment


Our transport spending will:


• Help maintain our transport infrastructure.


• Help deliver the shared priorities and achieve our LTP targets.


• Support regeneration through the “Island Plan” and other strategies. 


• Help deliver our local priorities.


M.2.1 Developing our PFI bid


We will be using our maintenance money to help maintain our highways as best we can. The Council 


recognises that the funding available through this process is insufficient to address the backlog in 


maintenance and are currently preparing a PFI bid to secure the necessary funding to help provide 


a permanent solution to the problem. 


M.2.2 Major bids


The Council is looking to support regeneration by improving accessibility and reducing congestion in


Newport, which acts as the hub of our transport network. We are hoping to discuss the broad principles


of the bid with the SEERA and the Regional Transport Board before so as to gauge the likely success 


of any bid before spending any money on developing and preparing the scheme. 


M.2.3 Transport Asset Management Plan


Our Transport Asset Management Plan, currently under preparation, will help identify the size and 


nature of the problem and when completed will be used to assist the delivery of this plan as part of 


the submission of our PFI and Major bids and as a method of identifying potential efficiency savings.
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2 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.3 Helping to deliver our core objectives


Transport should not be seen in isolation, but rather as the common thread, 


which connects people and places together. 


The Council will seek to ensure that transport spending helps support the delivery of the LDF and 


regeneration of the Island by improving accessibility between our main population areas and areas 


for regeneration - the Cowes (map ref J1), East Cowes (map ref J1), Newport (map ref K4), Ryde 


triangle (map ref O2). 


It has been recognised that if the Island is to attract the necessary inward investment and successfully


address our main areas of need, there needs to be better coordination and targeting of investment 


across different policy areas, funding programmes and mainstream services. We will therefore be 


looking to deliver these improvements in partnership with a range of agencies, the transport operators


and others.


M.3.1 Delivering the vision 


Improving our transport infrastructure has key role to play in delivering the vision for the Island as 


established in the Community Plan and expressed in the core objectives contained in Aim High and 


the Local Area Agreement. 


The emerging Island Plan core strategy is set firmly within this context and is based upon and 


structured around the four core themes, namely:


• Safer Island.


• Healthy Island.


• Thriving Island.


• Skilled and educated Island.


The South East Plan Regional Spatial Strategy identifies the Island as a Special Policy Area, guiding 


the location of future development and investment to focus on existing urban settlements and 


brownfield sites, transport corridors, urban extensions and lastly undeveloped greenfield sites. 


The emerging Island Plan (LDF) and AIF both support:


• The development of infrastructure and inward investment opportunities in the Medina Valley.


• Support for inward investment and development to regenerate the key areas identified in 


Ryde, Sandown Bay (map ref O7), Ventnor (map ref N9) and West Wight (map ref C5).


• Support for urban renewal and intensification.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 3


The emerging Island Plan focuses development on main towns with:


• Greatest concentration of jobs, services and facilities.


• Best opportunities for reusing brownfield sites.


• Best public transport links or where there is greatest potential for improvement.


• Low levels of environmental or heritage constraint.


M.3.2 We will be making the best of inward investment


It is important that we work with our partners to deliver improvements on the ground. This will be done:


• With SEEDA – AIF / regeneration -improvements in the Medina Valley.


• As part of the Pan Urban extension.


• Ongoing improvements as part of Ryde regeneration.


• In the Bay area – in line with the Tourism Development Strategy.


• In partnership with transport operators, including improvements at ferry terminals. 


Newport Bus Station, Ryde Interchange, plus park and ride sites along the rail line 


between Ryde Pier and Shanklin. Potential extension to Cowes Park and Ride.


• Working with national transport charity SUSTRANS and the CTC.


M.3.3 Major bids


Our two major bids seek to address particular local issues - congestion 


and accessibility in Newport (map ref K4) and the potential collapse of 


one of our key roads A3054 east of Yarmouth (map ref D4). The additional 


funding achieved through this process is essential if we are to improve 


the local situation and, particularly with regard to the Newport bid, 


support our LDF and plans for regeneration.


We are discussing the development of these bids with SEERA (the Regional Transport Board). The 


outcome of these discussions will help us decide whether additional money should be spent developing 


these bids further.


M.4 Transport spending


The Council welcomes the transport settlements achieved through the first Local


Transport Plan (LTP1) and has used this funding to successfully achieve a set of 


challenging targets to improve local infrastructure and facilities. 


This transport funding, which comes in two parts - integrated transport and maintenance has recently 


been revised and the change to a formulaic method of calculating the amount of money we will get 


to spend on Integrated Transport schemes such as improving road safety, public transport, walking 


and cycling will result in a cut by almost 50% over the five year plan period. 
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4 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Finance 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 TOTAL


Integrated Transport 2,491 2,289 2,126 1,941 1,732 10,579


Maintenance 2,032 2,073* 2,176* 2,285* 2,399* 10,965*


TOTAL 4,523 4,362 4,302 4,226 4,131 21,544


M.4.1 Addressing a reduction in funds


The table reproduced below indicate the revised LTP spending programme. 


* Indicative Only


The bar chart below indicates the amount of Government money available to spend on transport 


over the five-year plan period and graphically illustrates the decline in the amount of money available 


to spend on integrated transport schemes.


It is regrettable that these cuts will have a detrimental impact on the type and number of integrated


transport schemes that we will be able to deliver over the Plan.


This cut is bound to have a dramatic and adverse impact on our ability to deliver schemes in this 


area and it is necessary to make the best possible use of any additional funds that may be available.


We will therefore be making the best use of any additional funding, such as:


• Revenue funding to improve transport infrastructure and facilities.


• Developer contributions, Section 106 money.


• Improvements through the Planning process.


Proposed LTP2 spend


£1,500,000


£1,750,000


£2,000,000


£2,250,000


£2,500,000


2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11


Integrated
Transport


Maintenance
(indicative) *


* Excludes money from possible Highway PFI
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 5


M.5 Integrated transport - planned spend


The tables below sets out our planned Integrated Transport spending for the 


five year Plan period, showing links to the AIF areas and priorities identified 


through that process. The works will help achieve our shared priority, improve 


accessibly and support economic regeneration. 


M.5.1 LTP2 Capital Spend (excluding Major Bids and PFI) - £ 000s


M.5.2 How Integrated Transport Schemes Assist 
with Delivery of Shared Priorities and Objectives


Integrated 
Transport Schemes 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 TOTAL


Public Transport BL, BG, 


Infrastructure Schemes IN, PR, BI 376 345 321 292 261 1,596


Cycling Schemes CY 120 111 102 93 83 509


Walking WA 376 362 337 308 275 1,658


Safe Routes to Schools LS 1 & 2 208 191 178 162 145 884


Local Safety Schemes LS 3, 


4 & 5 778 684 635 580 518 3,195


Traffic Management 


& Calming Schemes TM 565 538 500 456 407 2,466


Road Crossings RC 68 58 53 50 43 272


Total Integrated Transport 2,491 2,289 2,126 1,941 1,732 10,579


LTP
Codes


Shared Priority/ 


Local Priority/ 


Objective Number


Proposed LTP2


Integrated Transport


Capital Spend £000s A
cc


e
ss


ib
il


it
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E
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ic


 P
ro
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ty
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y


Public Transport 


Infrastructure Schemes 1,596 ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓


Cycling Schemes 509 ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓


Walking 1,658 ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓


Safe Routes to Schools 884 ✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓ ✓✓


Local Safety Schemes 3,195 ✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓✓


Traffic Management 


& Calming Schemes 2,466 ✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓✓


Road Crossings 272 ✓✓ ✓ ✓✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓✓


✓ Impact  ✓✓ Significant Impact


01 02 03 04 05 06 07
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6 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.5.3 2006/07 IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME


The table below indicates the overall spend for 2006/07 by LDF/ AIF regeneration area. The subsequent 


tables set out the detailed spend for this first year. 


M.5.4 Proposed Integrated Transport Spend by LDF / AIF Regeneration Area


Regeneration Area Cost (£000)


Cowes/Newport/Pan 1,049


Ryde Area 251


Bay Area 167


Rural Area 520


Islandwide 504


TOTAL 2,491
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility


Shared Priority (02) - Economic R&P


Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion


Shared Priority (06) - Effect Man


Shared Priority (07) - Val for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage


T5 - Train Punctuality


T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility


Shared Priority (02) - Economic R&P


Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion


Shared Priority (06) - Effect Man


Shared Priority (07) - Val for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage


T5 - Train Punctuality


T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility
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Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion
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Shared Priority (07) - Val for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage
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T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility


Shared Priority (02) - Economic R&P


Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion


Shared Priority (06) - Effect Man


Shared Priority (07) - Val for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage


T5 - Train Punctuality


T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility


Shared Priority (02) - Economic R&P


Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion


Shared Priority (06) - Effect Man


Shared Priority (07) - Val for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage


T5 - Train Punctuality


T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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Shared Priority (01) - Accessibility


Shared Priority (02) - Economic R&P


Shared Priority (03) - Safety & Health


Shared Priority (04) - Air Qual & Env


Shared Priority (05) - Congestion


Shared Priority (06) - Effect Man


Shared Priority (07) - Value for Money


T1 - Bus Patronage


T2 - Bus Punctuality


T3 - Bus Satisfaction


T4 - Train Patronage


T5 - Train Punctuality


T6 - Train Reliability


T7 - Ferry Patronage


T8 - Cycle Trips


T9 - Pedestrian Crossings


T10 - Access to Newport


T11 - Killed or Seriously Injured


T12 - Child Killed or Seriously Injured


T13 - Slight Casualties


T14 - Cycle Training


T15 - Air Quality


T16 - School Travel


T17 - Traffic Levels


T18 - Principal Road Condition


T19 - Non Principal Road Condition


T20 - Unclassified Road Condition


T21 - Footway Condition
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M.7 Highway maintenance - planned spend


Historically highway maintenance has been programmed annually based upon a


needs basis; and very reactive rather than proactive. Since 1999, the Authority 


has had access to UKPMS and has used the results of surveys to support the 


works programme. 


During 2004 a full PMS package has been procured and data held within that system, will for the first


time be utilised to its full potential to produce a five-year rolling programme of maintenance works.


Historic survey data is held dating back to 1999. During 2004, the Principal network was surveyed 


using TTS (TRACS type surveys); the non-principal classified network (Class B & C) and 25% of 


non-principal unclassified was surveyed by CVI (Course Visual Inspection). DVI (Detailed Visual 


Inspections) were carried out of 50% of Class 1 and 2 footways and all Principal and non-principal 


carriageways were surveyed to measure skidding resistance using SCRIM (Sideward Coefficient 


Resistant Investigation Machine)  


The above surveys have provided a comprehensive indication of the network condition enabling initial 


priorities to be set. This data is used in conjunction with other factors relating to the network and 


priorities are further refined utilising an internal priority assessment system taking into account the


targets as set for this Plan.


M.7.1 Road condition surveys


The results of the SCRIM survey of principal and non principal (Class B) roads carried out in June 


2005, would seem to indicate that 75% of these roads fall below the investagatory level. This 


assessment has been based upon “single carriageway non-event category” and will be subject to 


further assessments. Also seasonal corrections have to be made,. based upon sample surveys yet 


to be undertaken. If with these corrections the condition of our roads is better than initial indications,


the overall condition will still be below acceptable levels. It is therefore envisaged that the bulk of 


the maintenance element of the capital allocation over the next few years will be utilised to remedy 


this situation.


M.7.2 Highway maintenance planned spending programme 


Set out in the table over are the broad headings 


indicating areas of maintenance spend as per LTPF3. 


This is currently indicative only and may change 


subject to the results of subsequent surveys still 


to be carried out. 
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18 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.7.3 Maintenance schemes – Islandwide


LTP2 Capital Spend (excluding Major Bids and PFI) - £ 000s


* Indicative


M.8 Revenue support


The Council is making the most of funding available and is using all available 


funding streams to support transport improvements. This includes revenue 


funding and developer contributions achieved through planning applications 


and Section 106 agreements. 


The Council spends 110% highways element of FSS on roads and highways. This amounts to slightly


over £4.5million 2005/06. 


The table over illustrates the typical level of revenue support (2005/06). This money is used to support 


capital spend and delivery costs.


Maintenance 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 TOTAL


New Road & 


Local Road Schemes RD 31 0 0 0 0 31


Maintenance - MM1,


Carriageway & Footway 3, 5 1,348 1,573 1,672 1,750 1,838 8,181


Undercliff Drive MM1, 3, 5 230 0 0 0 0 230


Maintenance - 


Bridge Strengthening MM7 160 271 274 200 200 1,105


Structural Maintenance MM8 180 155 156 257 279 1,027


Other Maintenance 


Schemes MM9 83 74 74 78 82 391


TOTAL 2,032 2,073* 2,176* 2,285* 2,399* 10,965


LTP
Codes
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 19


M.8.1 Revenue support table


Description Spending (000s)


Transport Planning Policy and Strategy 651


Formulating highways, road plans & policy.


Traffic regulation orders & road closures.


Formal adoption of highways & roads.


Research to inform policy making e.g. accident surveys.


Structural maintenance 1,649


Reconstruction.


Overlay.


Resurfacing & surface dressing (incl: integral patching & minor repairs).


Remedial earthworks.


Drainage structures


Repair of fencing, walls & barriers


Environmental, safety & routine maintenance 1,559


Tree & verge maintenance (incl: cutting & clearing)


Carriageway sweeping, litter removal, abandoned vehicles & other hazards.


Maintenance & replacement of existing road markings & studs.


Cleaning, repair, replacement & energy costs e.g. traffic signals, 


signal gantries, signs, crossings & illuminated bollards.


Winter maintenance 123


Keeping roads free from snow & ice, (incl: salting, urea treatment, 


snowploughing, snow fencing & standby arrangements.


Weather forecasting costs.


Maintenance & energy for under-road heating.


Maintenance & operation of ice detecting equipment.


Street lighting 614


Maintenance, inspection & energy costs of street lighting equipment.


Extra seasonal lighting, e.g. Christmas light.


Lighting pedestrian subways & highway tunnels.


Traffic Management & Road safety inc school crossings 115


Safe routes schemes (to school, to work, etc)


School crossing patrols.


Traffic management & road safety and other 414


Publicity, training & other initiatives to improve road safety.


School liaison.


Cycling & motorcycle training.


Road safety literature.


Rehabilitation courses for motor offenders.


Planning & scheme design ( e.g. urban safety management schemes, 


home zones, new pedestrian crossings & traffic calming methods).


Traffic monitoring, including CCTV cameras.


Administration & enforcement of lorry ban schemes.


Above expenditure met from specific grants, external funding streams. -580


Total spend 4,545
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22 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.10.1Priority ranking form


This form is used by the Council to assist with scheme prioritisation.


Shared or Other Priority
Links to 


LTP Targets No x Weight = Score


ROAD SAFETY: Does the scheme deliver road safety improvements?


How many accidents resulting 
in KSIs have occurred during 
the last 3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 25 =


How many accidents resulting 
in slight casualties have 
occurred during the last 
3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 5 =


How many pedestrian KSIs 
have occurred during the last 
3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 25 =


How many pedestrian slight 
casualties have occurred 
during the last 3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 15 =


How many cycling KSIs have 
occurred during the last 
3 years? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 25 =


How many cycling slight 
casualties have occurred 
during the last 3 years? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 5 =


How many equestrian KSIs 
have occurred during the last 
3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 25 =


How many equestrian slight 
injuries have occurred during 
the last 3 years? T11, T12, T13 X 5 =


Will the scheme 
improve visibility? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Will the scheme improve 
horizontal alignment? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Will the scheme improve 
vertical alignment? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Does the scheme 
improve drainage? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Does the scheme 
improve skid resistance? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Does the scheme benefit from 
new/improved street lighting? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Is the site subject to 
excessive speeds? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


Is the highway structure T8, T10, T11,
safe, serviceable and fit T12, T13, T18,
for the purpose? (Score if no) T19, T20, T21 X 100 =


Will the scheme remove 
standing water/ice? T8, T11, T12, T13 X 10 =


ROAD SAFETY SCORE
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Shared or Other Priority
Links to 


LTP Targets No x Weight = Score


ACCESSIBILITY: Does the scheme increase accessibility?


Does the scheme provide 
footway/cycleway where 
none currently exists T8, T10, T11, 
(new on both sides)? T12, T13, T21 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
footway/cycleway where 
none currently exists T8, T10, T11, 
(new on one side)? T12, T13, T21 X 10 =


Does the scheme 
provide/improve 
cycling facilities? T8 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for those 
with mobility impairments? T9, T10 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for bus travel? T1, T2, T3, T10 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for train travel? T4, T5, T6, T10 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for ferry travel? T7, T10 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for taxi travel? T10 X 15 =


Does the scheme provide 
improvements for travel by 
powered two wheelers? T10 X 15 =


Is the scheme on a bus route? T1, T2, T3, T10 X 10 =


Is the scheme on an HGV route? T10, T17 X 5 =


Does the scheme affect 
a primary shopping area? T10 X 10 =


Does the scheme affect 
a leisure or tourism area? T10 X 10 =


Does the scheme affect 
an education site? T10, T16 X 10 =


Does the scheme affect 
a major employment area? T10 X 10 =


Does the scheme affect a health
site? (i.e. doctors surgery, 
health centre, hospital) T10 X 10 =


ACCESSIBILITY SCORE


CONGESTION : Does the scheme address congestion?


Does the scheme improve 
traffic flow? T10, T15, T17 X 15 =


Is the scheme on the strategic
road network (A roads)? T10, T15, T17, T18 X 20 =


Is the scheme on 
a B classified road? T10, T15, T17, T19 X 15 =


Is the scheme on 
a C classified road? T10, T15, T17, T19 X 10 =


CONGESTION SCORE
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Shared or Other Priority
Links to 


LTP Targets No x Weight = Score


AIR QUALITY & THE ENVIRONMENT: Does the scheme improve air quality & the built environment?


Does the scheme offer 
environmental improvements? T10, T17 X 5 =


Does the scheme relate to 
a property suffering from 
internal flooding? X 10 =


Does the scheme relate to 
a property suffering from 
external flooding? X 10 =


AIR QUALITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT SCORE


PARTNERSHIPS: Is the scheme supported by others?


Is the scheme supported 
by Elected Members? X 10 =


Is the scheme supported 
by the Parish Council/
Community Forum? X 10 =


Is the scheme supported by 
any relevant Strategic Partners?
(eg police, health authority, 
education, chamber of commerce) X 10 =


Is the scheme generally 
supported by the public? X 5 =


PARTNERSHIP SCORE


TRANSPORT IN THE WIDER CONTEXT: Does the scheme fit in with other local priorities?


Is the scheme in the Cowes 
Waterfront area (ie Cowes, 
East Cowes, Newport)? X 30 =


Is the scheme in the Bay 
Regeneration Area 
(ie Sandown, Shanklin, 
Lake, Ventnor)? X 20 =


Is the scheme in Ryde 
Regeneration Area (ie Ryde)? X 10 =


Is the scheme in a rural area? X 5 =


Is the scheme in an area 
of multiple deprivation? X 10 =


TOTALS


Road Safety


Accessibility


Congestion


Air Quality & the Environment


Partnerships


Transport in the Wider Context


TOTAL SCORE


24 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 24







In
ve


s
tm


e
n


t 
p


ro
g


ra
m


m
e


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 25


M.11 Major Bids


M.11.1Introduction


This section sets out two Major Bids for additional funds to help improve our local transport and 


assist meeting targets and indicators set out in this Plan.


These bids have been assessed against a number of factors including the our shared priorities for 


transport, in particular how the schemes will improve accessibility, reduce congestion, local pollution, 


improve health and safety, add to effective management, support economic regeneration and help 


reduce the impact on the environment. 


The development of these bids will necessitate extensive and wide-ranging consultation, detailed 


design and development, plus consideration as part of our SEA process and the submission of a full


new approach to appraisal (NATA) bid. The NATA process will, in itself, involve the fullest consideration 


of a range of issues including the environmental, social and economic analysis of the project.


Regional Transport Board


Any Major bids must now be submitted to and agreed by the Regional Transport Board (RTB). This 


process involves the consideration of any proposals against a set of criteria, including the benefits 


of the scheme in terms of improving accessibility, economy, environment and regional significance. 


It is not currently possible for our major bids to score well, using this process, due primarily to our 


Island location and the lack of regional significance in terms of any schemes we may propose. The 


Council has made representations to SEERA and the RTB regarding this issue (February 2006) and 


has been invited to participate in forthcoming discussions where possible revisions will be considered.


M.11.2Our major bids


The first bid relates to traffic improvements in Newport (map ref. K-4), the Island’s capital town. The


second relates to costal management and stability issues on the strategic corridor (A3054) to the east 


of Yarmouth (map ref. E-4).


M.11.3Ranking the bids


The Council considers both bids to be enormously important, but is required by Government Guidance 


to indicate which of the bids is the most important. The Council has therefore applied its own priority


ranking system and bearing in mind the strategic importance of Newport and Coppins Bridge in terms


of delivering our key priorities, we have chose to improve traffic management in the Newport area 


as a priority. 


PFI bid


The Councils PFI bid seeks to improve the condition of the exiting road network and in doing so help


address the maintenance backlog. It is considered that these bids will help tackle the broader transport


issues relating to accessibility, public transport, reducing congestion and pollution and as a result 


fall outside the scope of our PFI road maintenance bid. 


M.11.4Issues at Ventnor


We have also included an update and outline with regard to infrastructure problems at Ventnor, on 


the southeast cost of the Island, where landslip and instability problems currently threaten parts of 


the town and main access roads into the town from the east and north. 
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26 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.12 Newport traffic improvements


M.12.1All roads lead to Newport


Described earlier in the Plan under “transport in the wider context” and “transport issues and 


opportunities”, the shape of the Island and location of settlements on the coast with the capital 


Newport in the centre, has resulted in a road network, which radiates out from the Newport, in a 


somewhat similar fashion to the spokes on a wheel. 


Newport is the Island’s capital town and main retail and primary employment area. A number of the


Island’s largest employers are based in Newport, namely the Hospital the main Isle of Wight Council 


offices and Prisons - Parkhurst, Albany and Camp Hill. St Cross, Dodnor and Riverway Business 


Parks are also located at Newport. 


The town is the location of many of the Island’s larger multiple stores and the single Island location 


of shops like Marks and Spencer, BHS, Laura Ashley, B&Q, Next, Halfords, Sainsbury’s etc. The town


is also the location of two of the Island’s High Schools, Further Education College, waterside locations,


harbour activities and the Roman Villa. Carisbrooke Castle, situated on the western boundary of the


town is also a popular tourist destination.


Newport is a destination and traffic generator in its own right and because of the limitations of our 


road network and situation of the River Medina, with its limited crossing point at Cowes, many 


cross-Island journeys must pass through Newport and in particular Coppins Bridge. The resulting 


traffic flows mean that congestion occurs on the Newport approach roads, particularly at peak times,


including morning and evening travel to work and school and the summer holidays, when the Island’s 


population almost doubles. 


M.12.2Making the most of the existing network


The Council has been aware of growing problems associated with Newport, in particular the lack of 


opportunity to cross the river without using the Coppins Bridge gyratory system. In 1992 a short 


section of road was constructed linking Fairlee Road and Medina Way, thereby allowing traffic from 


the north east of the Island (primarily the Ryde, East Cowes, Wootton areas) to travel north to Cowes,


St Mary’s Hospital and employment and other uses north of the town without having to use the 


Coppins Bridge roundabout. 


This intervention helped reduce traffic using the roundabout with resulting improvements in 


accessibility and reduced journey times, less congestion and reduced emissions.


However, car use has continued to increase and despite the introduction of measures and initiatives


to increase travel by sustainable means, the previous advantages afforded by the Fairlee Road / 


Medina Way link has been eroded. 


M.12.3Optimising traffic flow


The Council recognises the need to make the best of the existing transport network and has used 


developer contributions received as part of the development of an edge of town B&Q store near St 


Mary’s Hospital on the north of the town, to install a SCOOT system on Coppins Bridge roundabout. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 27


This system has links to other traffic light controlled junctions around the town and using road sensors 


and controlling computer technology SCOOT optimises traffic flow at Coppins Bridge and at other 


junctions, so as to help keep traffic flowing and reduce as far as possible traffic congestion and pollution. 


M.12.4Other planned initiatives


The Council is looking to put in place measures which will help reduce travel demand and increase 


travel choice. The development of workplace and school travel plans will no doubt assist in reducing


the need to travel, help increase travel choice and help reduce traffic at peak times. Planned 


improvements to our foot and cycle routes will also allow and encourage travel by these means. 


M.13 Supporting the regeneration agenda


The current UDP indicates somewhere in the region of 35 hectares of land for 


development in the Newport area. This includes 18.8 hectares for residential 


purposes and 2.8 hectares of employment land at Pan to the west of the town. 


6.7 hectares for residential development south of Worsley Road, north west of 


the town centre and 7.28 hectares of land to the west of Newport south of Sylvan 


Drive Estate north of Westminster lane, some of which remains undeveloped. 


The development of these sites and land in Cowes and other areas will no doubt


add additional burden onto the already busy transport infrastructure.


The Island Plan (LDF) which when adopted will replace the existing UDP is predicated on an economic


regeneration approach. The preferred option (out for consultation at the time of writing, February 2006) 


is seeking to focus development proposals within the, Newport, Cowes and Ryde area with strong 


links to the Bay Area. This will inevitably place additional pressures on our transport infrastructure, 


with obvious implications for the town.


M.13.1Delivering the shared priorities


The Council is looking to address our shared priorities including improving accessibility and reducing


congestion and pollution. Key to delivering these aims on the Island is how we improve traffic 


management in Newport and in particular at Coppins Bridge. 


The Council is looking to prepare a Major Bid for submission to improve traffic management in Newport 


so as to improve accessibility and address the shared priorities.


M.14 Elements of the bid for Newport


The scheme will include a number of elements, which together form a package of 


integrated solutions. These include:


• Improvements at Coppins Bridge.


• Improving access by public transport.


• Town centre improvements.


• Walking and cycling improvements.


• Travel and transport information. 
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28 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Improvements at Coppins Bridge


The scheme will involve revisions to the existing road layout and junction improvements to improve 


access, traffic flow thereby reducing congestion and improve air quality. It is recognised that pedestrian 


facilities can be improved and improvements will also be put in place to aid cycle safety, links and 


access. 


Improving access by public transport


The scheme will include elements to improve the speed and reliability of public transport throughout 


the town. Methods will be considered as to how transport links can be improved particularly into 


outlying residential areas where this will help people access the town and facilities. 


The PLTP discussed the opportunity of strengthening public transport links to Pan Estate a large 


residential area to the east of the town centre. This element of the Plan attracted the single largest 


number of objections and 22 residents objected to the idea on the basis that that this work would 


result in “rat running” through the area. As a result of these concerns this element of the proposal 


has been withdrawn. 


Town centre improvements


The planned traffic management improvements include investigating opportunities to create a 


cross-town link, allowing easier connections from the west of the town, avoiding the High Street 


and town centre area. This will be carried out as part of a planned redevelopment and will as far as 


possible utilise existing road layout.


Travel and transport information


Other measures include the installation of new and improved signing to encourage through traffic to


divert round the town using the existing road network, plus variable message signing (VMS), which 


will make the best use of the existing transport infrastructure, give travel and transport information,


indicate the location and availability of car parks, any traffic problems possible hold ups and delays.


Walking and cycling improvements


The opportunity will be taken to make travel by foot and cycle safer, easier and more convenient. 


The Council is continuing to improve links into existing outlying areas and the 2001 census shows 


that the % of people walking or cycling to work in Newport wards are already somewhere between 


17 and 36%. Partially completed National Cycle Route 22, linking Ryde to Yarmouth and NCR 23 


linking Cowes to Sandown pass through Newport and the opportunity exists to improve cross-town 


links as part of this scheme.


M.14.1Addressing the shared priorities


The scheme will address the shared priority and help assist the targets contained in this Plan. 


The traffic management schemes will help improve accessibility, reduce congestion and pollution at


Coppins Bridge one of our most heavily used parts of the road network. Improving access for all road


users, including travel by bus on foot and cycle will help increase travel by these modes and our 


efforts to reach targets in these areas.
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M.14.2Supporting the LDF and AIF priorities


As part of Cowes Waterfront area


The Newport area and planned Pan development are included within the Cowes Waterfront AIF area. 


The Cowes Waterfront area is a “holistic” regeneration project, covering the Medina Valley as it 


stretches from Cowes and East Cowes in the north to Newport and the Quay in the south. The aim 


of the project is to attract investment, create jobs and bring new facilities to these communities. 


The Cowes Waterfront project will seek to attract new business opportunities, and will help support 


existing businesses and retailers and secure better sustainable facilities for the local communities. 


£10 million has been pledged by SEEDA to the Cowes Waterfront project and work is already underway 


purchasing and clearing key redundant sites in East Cowes as part of the overall project development. 


It is expected this pump priming money will lever in a further £40 million of private investment into 


the area.


Supporting the Pan urban extension


The Pan Urban Extension (map ref. K-4) was allocated for housing and employment in the UDP, 


which was itself subject to extensive consultation and a Public Inquiry. The majority of the site is 


owned by the Council who have taken a positive lead to ensure that the development of the site 


demonstrates best practice in terms of:


• The process of formulating development proposals.


• The quality of design.


• The potential contribution towards a sustainable form of development.


• Integrating new development into the existing Pan estate so that it contributes to the 


on-going regeneration of the Pan area; and also


• Meeting the Councils housing requirement as set out in the UDP and Regional Planning 


Guidance.


Solution


Improvements at Coppins Bridge ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


Improving access by public transport ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


Town centre improvements ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


Travel and transport information ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


Walking and cycling improvements ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Im
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30 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Helping to deliver the vision for Pan


The vision for Pan extension is based on creating a new area to the west of Newport, that is seen to 


be an integral part of the town, rather than a new unconnected estate. 


The proposals seek to ensure that the new development links to the existing residential area and 


transport links including pedestrian, cycle and bus routes will ensure easy access between the new 


development, the existing area and the town. 


Improving accessibility


It is important that good transport links are created between the two residential areas and these 


areas in turn are linked into the town. These issues have been identified as part of the development 


of this plan and the implementation plan includes proposals to ensure that the best possible access


is secured for all users. 


M.14.3Consideration as part of the SEA process


The TAG guidance for SEA Guidance by the Department for Transport in England on SEA’s for 


Transport Plans and Programmes (Transport Analysis Guidance, December 2004) recommends that


SEA assessments are undertaken on LTPs with bids and without bids. 


Our SEA process therefore looked at the way in which this proposal would impact on a broad range 


of social and environmental aspects and considered that the ‘Plan with bids’ option is “likely to 


result in significant positive impacts within Newport with respect to congestion and local air quality. 


The option is also likely to improve accessibility to services and facilities for people within Newport 


and for people travelling to Newport from across the Island.” (See www.iwight.com/transport for 


details of our SEA)


M.14.4The do nothing option


The Council considers that doing nothing is not an option. The realisation of our 2020 vision, 


implications of the “Island Plan”, the desire to regenerate the Island, plus natural growth, will add 


further to our existing problems in Newport. The nature and extent of our highway network means 


that Newport is the hub of our highway network. The SEA analysis has shown that delivering the 


major bid will have positive benefits in terms of reducing congestion and improving local air quality. 


M.14.5Reasons for submitting the bid


The Council is committed to improving transport on the Island and has prepared this LTP and its 


proposals, initiatives and measures so as to deliver the shared priorities and reach the targets the 


Plan contains. The Plan outlines our programme and concerns with regard to a range of issues and 


the work undertaken during LTP1 to improve our failing road network. 


If successful this bid will secure the funds necessary to put in place a range of traffic management 


and improvement measures that will vastly improve accessibility, road safety and reduce congestion


and pollution at one of our busiest and most important sections of our road network. 


Value for money


The Council is clear that, because of the location and extent of the work and the implications in terms 


of the whole of the Island’s highway network, this project represents excellent value for money. It will


greatly assist in the achievement of our targets – in particular, reducing congestion, maintaining our 


air quality standards. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 31


We anticipate that the scheme will cost in excess of £10m and the Council does not have sufficient 


money available to fund this scheme from our allocated funds. The scheme has been proposed as a


whole and it is likely that even funding one element will have a detrimental impact on our spending 


programme and the ability to hit our LTP targets for integrated transport and maintenance.


M.14.6Discussions with GOSE and SEERA


Early discussions with Government Office have highlighted the need to clarify the likelihood of 


achieving the necessary funding with the SEERA, the organising agency for the Regional Transport 


Board (RTB) before committing unnecessary time or money to the process. SEERA are currently 


consulting on the methodology and weightings applied through the RTB process. The Council has 


already been involved in these discussions and made representations to support our bids. 


M.14.7Provisional timetable and submission


The development of this bid is reliant on the outcome of these discussions. It would be foolish to 


expend time and money developing a locally worthy scheme that nevertheless has no chance of 


funding through the RTB. We will therefore continue our dialogue with SEERA and GOSE and report 


progress in the APR and by other means.


M.15 Maintaining accessibility (A3054) east of Yarmouth


M.15.1Introduction


The shape of the Island and location of settlements has meant that many of our roads run close to 


and alongside the coast. Recent climatic changes have had a dramatic impact on some of the key 


sections of our “round the Island” coastal routes. Undercliff Drive to the west of Ventnor has suffered 


a catastrophic collapse and money is currently being sought through a major bid to put in place a 


stabilised route which will offer a permanent solution to that problem.


M.15.2Strategic corridor


The A3054 is the main road linking Newport and towns and villages on the western side of the Island.


This strategic corridor gives access to the settlements of Yarmouth, Freshwater and Totland, which 


together give a total population of some 11,000 people. The A3054 is also the main access route to 


the Wightlink car and pedestrian ferry operating between Yarmouth and Lymington. The southern 


side of the road is lined with residential properties. 


M.15.3Issues 


As the road enters Yarmouth from the east it runs right on the edge of an escarpment within a few 


metres of the beach. The narrow undeveloped strip of land to the north of the road, between the 


highway and the beach is slumping towards the sea with the result that the carriageway is suffering


deep rooted cracking and distortion. The length of road currently under consideration is some 500 


metres in length and extends from east of the viewpoint car park into Yarmouth on the west. 


The seaward side of the road suffered a catastrophic failure in 1986 and substantial engineering 


works were carried out to reinforce and reinstate the road. This work included excavating the coastal 


slope, installing a linear retaining structure to stabilise the foot of the slope, putting in a new drainage,


re profiling and reinstating the slope. The entire road width was then excavated, reinforced and 


reconstructed. This work was successful in helping to slow the deterioration and cracking and additional


and regular work has had to be carried out since, to deal with reoccurring problems. For financial 
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32 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


reasons we have not been able to carry out any further extensive stabilisation works and work in the


area has been limited to partial excavation of the carriageway and the installation of geogrid to help


bind and stabilise the carriageway.


M.15.4Seeking a permanent solution


The Council recognises the importance of this road as a key element of our strategic road network 


and is looking to put in place a permanent solution. It is anticipated that this work will necessitate 


extensive ground stabilisation and drainage works and possibly require the reinforcement of the 


existing sea defences to ensure that the ground instability is not due to the sea actually undermining 


the current sea wall. 


Some initial considerations have already been undertaken, but further work will be required to more


fully understand the extent of the problems and the measures required. This work would involve a 


detailed study, a number of bore holes and ground investigation work. 


M.15.5The “do nothing” option


Closing the road will have a detrimental effect on access to the “West Wight” and with the road closed,


people travelling into Yarmouth or settlements in the western part of the Island would have to take 


a lengthy diversionary route using often narrow and unsuitable roads passing through small villages


and urban areas. 


This route would necessitate crossing the Western Yar at its southern most point and then, using 


narrow unsuitable roads on the western side of the river to enter Yarmouth via the swing bridge to 


the west of the town. Permanently diverting traffic onto this route would no doubt reduce accessibility


in the Yarmouth area, have a detrimental impact on the built and natural environment and result in 


congestion in a number of locations on route. 


M.15.6Addressing the shared priorities


The scheme will address the shared priority and help assist the targets contained in this Plan. 


Reinstating the (A3054) will maintain accessibility, reduce congestion and pollution on the 


alternative route. 


M.15.7Supporting the AIF priorities


It is recognised that transport can be a particular problem for those who live in the more remote 


areas of the Island. The most recent Census indicates that car use is higher in rural areas. Many 


tourists use their cars to access the Islands countryside and for those living in rural areas the car 


may be the first choice of travel. 


Solution


Reinstatement of (A3054) 
strategic corridor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


Walking and cycling improvements ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section M: Investment programme 33


Our economic strategies acknowledge that opportunities exist to improve transport and accessibility


in the countryside and closing this road will impact on our road network, bus links and accessibility 


to one of our key cross-Solent ports.


M.15.8Consideration as part of the SEA process


Our SEA process has considered the LTP with and without this bid. The SEA has considered the way


in which this proposal would impact on a broad range of social and environmental aspects and 


considered that the two options. 


The process considered that the east of Yarmouth bid “should reduce the risk to people and property 


from erosion and instability and should avoid damage to the coastline or loss of amenity through 


reinforcement of the existing sea defences and by not constructing new defences. This bid will also 


maintain current levels of access (after construction) but could potentially be associated with affects


on a nearby designated nature conservation site and the location of this road on the coast could be 


vulnerable to the effects of climate change”. It is therefore essential that any works take into 


consideration the environmental impact of this work and the necessary mitigating measures are 


put in place.


M.15.9 The “do nothing” option


The Council considers that doing nothing is not a realistic option for the longer-term. The A3054 


provides an essential link to the ferry terminal at Yarmouth and settlements in the West Wight 


identified in the LDF for future investment.


The SEA considered that “without the east of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse impacts 


with respect to coastal instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails. 


Therefore, in conclusion, the ‘Plan with bids’ option is associated with more environmental benefits 


than the ‘Plan without bids’ option”. (See www.iwight.com/transport for details of our SEA)


M.15.10Reasons for submitting the bid


The Council is committed to improving transport on the Island and has prepared this LTP and 


its proposals, initiatives and measures so as to deliver the shared priorities and to reach its 


transport targets. 


The Council anticipates that delivering this bid will cost in the region of £10.5m although the final 


costs will not be known until preparatory investigation work has been carried out. The Council does 


not have sufficient money available to fund this scheme from our existing funds and welcomes early


discussions with SEERA, prior to any detailed development work. 


Value for money


It is clear that the closure of this road as a result of a catastrophic failure would adversely impact 


on the Island’s highway network in particular the route to the West Wight and Yarmouth Ferry Terminal.


The Council considers that this project represents excellent value for money and will greatly assist 


in the achievement of our targets - in particular, to maintain and improve accessibility.


M.15.11Discussions with GOSE and SEERA


Early discussions with GOSE have highlighted the need to identify the necessary funding with the 


SEERA and the RTB, before committing unnecessary time or money to the process. We will therefore 


continue our dialogue with SEERA and GOSE and report progress in the APR and by other means. 
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34 Section M: Investment programme - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


M.16 Ventnor, land stabilisation update


The town of Ventnor (map ref. M-9) on the south coast of the Isle of Wight is 


located within a particularly unstable geological location and faces significant 


challenges, particularly in the context of climate change. Such is the severity of 


the damage historically caused by ground movement that a large amount of 


investment has been made in developing a detailed understanding of the causes


of instability, with the aim of achieving long term, sustainable solutions to the 


ground movement problems. 


With the assistance of funding from the Department for Transport, deep ground investigation boreholes


have been sunk in central Ventnor, which have allowed, for the first time, the development of a detailed 


understanding of landsliding mechanisms and a quantitative assessment of the future risks. The 


study has confirmed that there are considerable risks arising from ground movements and landslide 


reactivation and that these risks will increase with time as a result of predicted changes in climate. 


M.16.1 Landslide Management Strategy


The Isle of Wight Council, implements a ‘Landslide Management Strategy’, which has been effective


in reducing the likelihood and impacts of ground movements, to some degree. However, in order to 


reduce the risk substantially, the only realistic management option is the implementation of landslide 


stabilisation measures. A preliminary analysis has indicated that such a scheme would be economically


viable and would have enormous benefits for the town.


M.16.2 Reducing the risk


In assessing the risk of future landslide movement a range of risk scenarios have been developed 


drawing on the results of the ground investigation and reflecting the complex range of landslide 


behaviour that might occur. The consequences of a particular landslide scenario taking place may 


be estimated by considering the predicted ground behaviour over different parts of the landslide 


system together with the nature of assets at risk, the exposure of the assets and their vulnerability 


to damage. Combining these factors enables landslide consequence models to be developed that 


reflect the damage signature or possible landslide scenarios. The study demonstrates that landslide 


risk could be reduced very significantly by improving the overall stability of the landslide complex 


within central Ventnor through the provision of deep drainage and other measures. It is believed that 


an economically justifiable, technically sound and sustainable solution can be developed in order to 


safeguard the town looking ahead for the next one hundred years. 


M.16.3 Working together


A technical workshop involving the key government departments will be arranged for spring 2006. 


The consequences of any work will be fully appraised as part of the SEA and NATA process.
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Compatibility Analysis: SEA headline criteria vs LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


� X / - �  � � � / ? X / ? Air Quality To develop the transport 
network to maximise access whilst 
minimising detrimental impacts on air 
quality. 
 
 


Could result in an 
increase in the 
number of journeys 
made on foot and by 
cycle or public 
transport which is 
compatible with air 
quality. However, 
increasing 
accessibility could 
also mean an 
increase in motorised 
journeys, some traffic 
growth (3%), 
increased car trips 
and therefore 
increased emissions 
to air 


Economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity may mean 
increased motorised 
journeys, traffic 
growth and therefore 
increased emissions 
to air. Clear policy will 
be needed to steer 
engineering work to 
areas well served by 
public transport 


Reducing congestion, 
limiting traffic growth, 
reducing car trips and 
improving air quality is 
compatible with 
making roads safer. 


Clear compatibility  Clear compatibility Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
tackling congestion, 
limiting traffic growth, 
increasing travel 
choice and reducing 
car trips are  
compatible  


Uncertainty and 
potential conflict 
because it is unknown 
as to whether 
improving air quality 
will achieve value for 
money? 
 
Value for money has 
not been defined. 
 


X / ? � � � / ? X / -/? � / ? ? Soil and geology To ensure a transport 
network which does not adversely impact 
upon geology and soils, and which reduces 
the risk of erosion and instability due to 
human activity.  
 
 


May result in 
engineering work (e.g. 
new junctions, new 
roads, car parks) 
which could have a 
negative impact on 
soils and geology 
quality and stability 


Economic and 
regeneration 
prosperity could mean 
engineering work 
which could 
negatively impact on 
soils and geology, 
stability. However, 
reengineering work of 
previously developed 
land for transport 
infrastructure would 
be positive with 


Making roads safer 
could mean reducing 
risk from instability, 
however it could also 
mean engineering 
works, new junctions 
etc) which could have 
a negative impact on 
soils and geology but 
only in areas of 
specific geological 
sensitivity. 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Improved air quality 
should benefit soil 
quality, and integrity 
of geological 
outcrops.  


Tackling congestion 
could involve 
engineering work 
which may result in 
negative impacts on 
soil quality, instability 
and geological 
processes. 


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
protecting geology 
and soils, and 
reducing the risk of 
erosion and instability 
due to human activity 
are  compatible 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with protecting soil 
and geology 
compatibility and risks 
of erosion and 
instability 







LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


respect to land 
contamination. 


X / ? � X / ? � / ? X /? � / ? ? Water To maintain and improve the quality 
of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater 
systems and to prevent an increase in risk 
from flooding. 
 
Sub-criteria: 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality 


 


May result in 
engineering work (e.g. 
new junctions, new 
roads, car parks) 
which could have a 
negative impact on 
water and increase 
risk from flooding 
depending on the net 
increase in hard 
surface and the 
drainage 
management 


Economic and 
regeneration 
prosperity could mean 
engineering work 
which could 
negatively impact on 
water quality and 
increase risk from 
flooding. However, 
engineering work on 
brownfield land would 
be positive with 
respect to land 
contamination which 
can result in 
groundwater 
contamination. 


Making roads safer 
could involve 
engineering work 
which could have a 
negative impact on 
water quality and 
increase risk of 
flooding, although 
effects are unlikely to 
be significant 
provided best 
environmental 
practices are 
implemented during 
new road works. Well 
maintained road 
drainage can reduce 
incidences of local 
flooding. 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Improved air quality 
should benefit water 
quality. 


Tackling congestion 
could involve 
engineering work 
which may result in 
negative impacts on 
water quality, and 
increase risk of 
flooding. 


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
maintaining and 
improving the quality 
of the Island’s 
watercourses, 
groundwater systems 
and preventing an 
increase in risk from 
flooding are 
compatible. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with protecting water 
quality and limiting 
risk of flooding. 


� � � � /? �  � / ? ? Landscape and townscape To protect and 
enhance the Island’s landscape and 
settlement character.  
 


Could mean an 
increase in the 
number of journeys 
made on foot and by 
cycle or public 
transport which is 
positively compatible 
with protecting and 
enhancing landscape 
and townscape. 
However it could also 
mean new 
infrastructure  


Economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity could result 
in new engineering 
work which could 
have the potential to 
impact upon 
landscape, townscape 
and settlement 
character in both 
negative and positive 
ways. 


Making roads safer 
could involve 
engineering work 
which could have a 
negative or positive 
impact on landscape 
and townscape such 
as through junction 
alterations or 
pedestrianisation. 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Improved air quality 
should benefit 
settlement character. 


Tackling congestion 
should be compatible 
with enhancing 
landscape and 
townscape quality and 
improving settlement 
character. 


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
protecting and 
enhancing the 
Island’s landscape 
and settlement 
character are 
compatible. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with protecting and 
enhancing landscape, 
townscape and 
settlement character. 







LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


increased motorised 
journeys across the 
Island which could 
have a negative 
impact on landscape.. 


� X / ? X / ? � /? � � / ? ? Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve 
and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna 
and flora. 


 Will result in an 
increase the number 
of journeys made on 
foot and by cycle or 
public transport which 
is compatible with 
protecting wildlife 
sites and enhancing 
biodiversity. 
Increasing access to 
robust wildlife places 
is also compatible 
with the SEA criterion. 
However, there could 
be conflict if 
increasing 
accessibility results in 
an increase in travel 
across the Island, 
increased motorised 
trips, traffic growth, 
increased emissions 
to air and engineering 
works such as 
junction 
improvements..  


Economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity could result 
in new engineering 
work which could 
have the potential to 
negatively impact 
upon biodiversity and 
wildlife sites. The 
effects of new 
transport projects on 
ecological resources 
would need to be 
assessed, mitigation 
proposed and 
opportunities to 
enhance local 
biodiversity sought 
wherever possible  


Making roads safer 
could involve 
engineering work 
which might have a 
negative impact on 
wildlife sites, species 
and other greenfield 
areas. The effects of 
new transport projects 
on ecological 
resources would need 
to be assessed, 
mitigation proposed 
and opportunities to 
enhance local 
biodiversity sought 
wherever possible 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Improved air quality 
would benefit 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora by reducing 
impacts caused by air 
pollution on habitats 
and species and the 
more sensitive 
ecosystems on the 
Island.  


Tackling congestion 
could minimise 
localised air quality 
impacts on sensitive 
habitats (although 
congestion is at 
present a problem in 
Newport and the most 
sensitive habitats are 
not within existing 
urban areas). 
However, it could 
mean engineering 
work which has the 
potential to negatively 
affect wildlife sites 
and species. 


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
is compatible with 
conserving and 
enhancing the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora.  


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with biodiversity, 
fauna and flora. 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  
To protect the Islands historic 


� � X / ? � / ? � / ? � / ? ? 







LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


environment and cultural resource 
 


Increasing access is 
in potential conflict 
with protecting the 
Island’s historic 
environment and 
cultural resource if it 
were to involve 
engineering work 
such as junction 
alterations, crossings, 
transport 
interchanges etc. The 
broad geographical 
coverage of 
archaeology and 
cultural heritage is 
likely to mean that 
increased movements 
may increasing the 
risk of damage to 
protected sites. 
Access to sites may 
improve education 
and awareness.   


Economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity could result 
in new engineering 
work which could 
have the potential to 
negatively or 
positively impact upon 
the fabric and setting 
of sites, parks and 
gardens and 
important buildings 
etc on the Island. The 
effects of new 
transport projects on 
cultural heritage 
would need to be 
assessed, and 
mitigation proposed 
where relevant. 


Undertaking structural 
maintenance on roads 
and improving 
crossings may cause 
adverse impact to 
sites important for 
their heritage value, 
particularly 
archaeological sites. 
The effects of new 
transport projects on 
cultural heritage 
would need to be 
assessed, and 
mitigation proposed 
where relevant. 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Improved air quality 
would benefit 
buildings within urban 
areas 


Tackling congestion 
should result in 
improvements to the 
settings of sites, 
monuments and 
important historical 
buildings within urban 
areas.  


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
protecting the historic 
environment and 
cultural resource are 
compatible. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with archaeology and 
cultural heritage 


X / ? X / ? X / - / ? �  ? X / ? ? Climatic factors To reduce the Islands 
contribution to climate change and to limit 
transport development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 
 


Increasing 
accessibility may 
result in an increase 
in motorised journeys, 
some traffic growth 
(3%), increased car 
trips and therefore 
increased emissions 
of greenhouse gases 
to air.  


Economic and 
regeneration 
prosperity may mean 
increased motorised 
journeys, traffic 
growth (up to 3%) and 
therefore increased 
emissions of 
greenhouse gases to 
air. Clear policy will 
be needed to steer 
engineering work to 
areas well served by 


Maintenance of roads 
is a target associated 
with this objective and 
this is likely to require 
the use of non-
renewable resources 
(such as aggregate 
and asphalt). 


Generally compatible Reducing congestion 
does not address 
overall emissions of 
greenhouse gases 
from vehicles. Could 
involve engineering 
work which has the 
potential to affect 
flood risk but 
uncertain. 


Presume effective 
management of the 
highway network and 
is compatible with 
climatic factors in that 
non-renewable 
resources will be used 
with careful 
consideration, and 
any new engineering 
work or maintenance 
will be considered 
with due regard for 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with climatic factors 
criteria 







LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


public transport flood risk.   


�  � � � � � / ? ? Human health and safety To protect and 
improve the safety and health of the 
population. 
 
 


Compatibility with 
respect to reducing 
congestion, and 
increasing 
opportunities for 
walking and cycling. 


Prosperity and 
regeneration should 
be compatible with 
improving the health 
of the population. Well 
planned transport 
infrastructure and 
services can 
contribute to safer 
communities, reduced 
congestion and better 
facilities for non 
motorised modes. 


Improved condition of 
roads compatible with 
increasing safety on 
roads for all road 
users.. 


Improving local air 
quality is compatible 
with improving the 
health of the 
population. 


Tackling congestion 
should be compatible 
with improving safety 
assuming that it is 
achieved through 
suitable and safe 
traffic management 
methods. Reduced 
urban congestion 
should lower 
concentrations of 
roadside local air 
pollutants. 


Effective 
management of the 
highway network 
should help improve 
safety of roads. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with human health 
and safety criteria. 


� X / ? ?/ - � / ? � ?  ? Noise and Vibration To limit the risk of 
adverse noise and vibration effects and 
protect tranquil areas. 
 


 


If traffic growth is 
restricted and 
walking, cycling and 
use of public transport 
increases then this 
objective should be 
compatible with 
protecting tranquil 
areas and improving 
settlement character. 
 
 
 


Economic and 
regeneration 
prosperity may mean 
increased motorised 
journeys, traffic 
growth (up to 3%) and 
therefore may be in 
potential conflict with 
limiting adverse noise 
and vibration effects 
and protecting tranquil 
areas. Measures to 
reduce noise from 
transport should be 
sought in all new 
engineering works. 
 
 
 
 


Uncertainty over 
whether improving 
safety through 
improving road 
condition will affect 
noise and vibration 
levels. Speed 
reduction measures 
could reduce roadside 
noise in residential 
areas. Effect likely to 
be neutral overall. 


Uncertain definition of 
the environment. 
Potential to be 
compatible with SEA 
criteria but uncertain.  


Not likely to affect 
background noise 
levels by reducing 
congestion 


Uncertain relationship 
between effective 
management and 
noise and vibration 
although 
management of the 
highways network 
should ensure that 
noise and vibration 
impacts are 
minimised. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with noise and 
vibration criteria. 







LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives 
 


SEA CRITERIA 


1. To Increase 
accessibility for 
all 


2. To encourage 
and support 
economic 
regeneration and 
prosperity 


3. To make Island 
roads safer 


4. To improve 
local air quality 
and the 
environment 


5. To tackle 
congestion 


6. To ensure 
effective 
management of 
the highway 
network 


7. To achieve 
value for money 
solutions 


 Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict depending on how it is implemented)  


� � / ? - / ? � � � / ? ? Population To improve accessibility for all 
sectors of the community, and minimise 
severance by sea.  
 


 


Compatible although 
targets do not 
explicitly address 
ensuring access to 
public transport for all, 
increasing access to 
open space and 
biodiversity, and 
minimising severance 
to sea. 


Targets associated 
with objective are 
compatible with 
improving access via 
public transport and 
walking and cycling 
improvements. New 
engineering work 
should be planned 
around high levels of 
accessibility via public 
transport, walking and 
cycling  


Uncertain relationship 
between accessibility 
and safety of roads. 
Safer roads for non 
motorised modes 
should increase 
attractiveness of 
walking and cycling. 


Potential compatibility 
between improving 
accessibility and 
improving air quality.  


Tackling congestion is 
compatible with 
improving 
accessibility  


Effective 
management of the 
highway network 
should help reduce 
congestion and 
therefore ensure 
access between 
settlements on the 
Island, particularly by 
public transport. 


Uncertainty over 
whether value for 
money is compatible 
with population 
criteria. 


� / ? � � - / X / ? � / ? � / ? � / ? Material assets To improve and maintain 
the physical quality of the Island’s transport 
infrastructure network 
 
 


Compatible because 
the associated targets 
relate to improving 
physical condition of 
road infrastructure. 


Compatible with 
maintaining the 
physical quality of 
transport 
infrastructure 


Compatibility because 
increasing road safety 
will involve improving 
road condition 


Relationship uncertain 
but could 
improvements to the 
road infrastructure 
may increase car use 
and therefore 
emissions to air? 
However, 
improvements to 
transport 
infrastructure could 
facilitate transfers 
onto public transport 
i.e. park and ride 
facilities or 
interchanges which is 
compatible with 
improving air quality. 


Tackling congestion 
should be compatible 
with maintaining the 
physical quality of the 
transport 
infrastructure. 


Effective 
management would 
involve maintenance 
of the transport 
network, therefore 
compatible. 


Value for money 
should be compatible 
with maintaining the 
physical quality of the 
Island’s transport 
infrastructure network 


 
 








Matrix Schemes Within the Rural area  
 
Town    Wootton  


Plan Option/ Measure Highway Safety Improvements 
(safe routes to schools, pedestrian 
crossings, footways etc) 


Route 22 (New cycle route from 
Freshwater/Yarmouth to Ryde) 


Partnership/Vehicles/Driver 
Training/Cycle parking at Stops 


Park Road – Briddlesford Road 
Upgrade (strengthen/widen road 
to better accommodate 40 tonne 
vehicles and create strategic 
heavy vehicle route) 


PRoW network Extension (in line 
with PRoW improvement plan, 
improve circular routes, link some 
routes, surfacing, gates, stiles etc) 


Implementation Year 1 1 1 2 3 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or negative depending on how sch eme is implemented  


Air Quality  To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 


To reduce congestion in Newport 0 + / ? 0 0 0 


To limit traffic growth. 0 + / ? 0 - 0 


To increase travel choice and the proportion 
of people using public transport, cycling and 
walking 


0 + + + 0 + 


To reduce number of car trips 0 + + - 0 


To improve air quality   0 + / ? + / ? - 0 


Soil and geology To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and instability due to human activity. 0 / ? 


To reduce the risk to property and people 
from erosion and instability  


0 0 / ? 0 ? ? 


Avoid damage to the coastline or the loss of 
amenity as a result of human activity. 


0 0 0 0 ? 


To avoid contamination of land 0 0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 


To protect areas important for geological 
processes 


0 0 0 0 / ? ? 


Water  To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding. 


To ensure that highways works do not give 
rise to increases in surface run-off.  


0 0 0 - / 0 / ?  


To protect the quality of water by controlling 
transport related development likely to 
adversely affect groundwater, surface water, 
bathing water, and estuaries quality. 


0 0 0 - / ? 0 


Landscape and townscape  To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character.  


To protect the landscape and settlement 
character of the Island and ensure that 
transport and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on the existing 
character of the area. 


- / 0 / ? 0 0 - / ? � 


Positively enhance landscape and 
settlement character. 


- / 0 / ? 0 0 - / ? � 


Conserve and enhance the AONB in line 
with its designated status, purpose and the 
AONB Management Plan. 


0 0 0 -  � 


Conserve and enhance the Tennyson and 
Hamstead Heritage Coasts in line with their 
status, purpose and AONB management 
plan. 


0 0 0 0 � 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


To avoid net loss (direct and indirect), 
damage to, or fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying habitats and 
species on which they depend (Marine, 
estuarine, terrestrial and freshwater).  


0 - - / ? 0 - / ? - - / 0 / ? 







Town    Wootton  


Plan Option/ Measure Highway Safety Improvements 
(safe routes to schools, pedestrian 
crossings, footways etc) 


Route 22 (New cycle route from 
Freshwater/Yarmouth to Ryde) 


Partnership/Vehicles/Driver 
Training/Cycle parking at Stops 


Park Road – Briddlesford Road 
Upgrade (strengthen/widen road 
to better accommodate 40 tonne 
vehicles and create strategic 
heavy vehicle route) 


PRoW network Extension (in line 
with PRoW improvement plan, 
improve circular routes, link some 
routes, surfacing, gates, stiles etc) 


Implementation Year 1 1 1 2 3 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or negative depending on how sch eme is implemented  


To maintain biodiversity and the variety of 
habitats on the Island 


0 - - / ? 0 - / 0 - - / o / ? 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 


To protect  the fabric and setting of 
designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime heritage and 
listed buildings locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation areas 


0 - - / 0 / ? 0 ? - - / 0 / ? 


Climatic factors  To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit transport development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change 


To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island 


0 + / ? 0 - + / ? 


To increase the amount of renewable fuels / 
technology used to power vehicles 


0 0 0 0 0 


To limit development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


0 0 0 0 0 / ? 


Human health and safety To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 


To make the Island’s roads safer and 
reduce accidents 


+ 0 + 0 0 


To increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling 


+ + + + 0 + 


Noise and Vibration  To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse 
noise and vibration effects of vehicle 
movements at the ferry ports  


0 0 0 0 0 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse 
noise and vibration effects of transport 
movement in the urban centres 


0 0 0 0 0 


To protect tranquil areas on the Island and 
avoid risk to them from light and noise 
pollution due to increases in traffic 


0 0 0 - - 0 


Population  To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea.  
 
To minimise the impact of severance by sea  0 0 0 0 0 


To ensure transport is accessible for all 
sectors of the community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


+ / ? 0 0 / ? 0 0 


To improve access to services and facilities 
(e.g. retail, education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


+ / ? 0 0 / ? 0 0 


To increase access to the countryside + / ? + + 0 0 + + 


Material assets  To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 


To ensure the use of recycled materials for 
road repair and construction. 


? 0 0 + / ? 0 







Town    Wootton  


Plan Option/ Measure Highway Safety Improvements 
(safe routes to schools, pedestrian 
crossings, footways etc) 


Route 22 (New cycle route from 
Freshwater/Yarmouth to Ryde) 


Partnership/Vehicles/Driver 
Training/Cycle parking at Stops 


Park Road – Briddlesford Road 
Upgrade (strengthen/widen road 
to better accommodate 40 tonne 
vehicles and create strategic 
heavy vehicle route) 


PRoW network Extension (in line 
with PRoW improvement plan, 
improve circular routes, link some 
routes, surfacing, gates, stiles etc) 


Implementation Year 1 1 1 2 3 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or negative depending on how sch eme is implemented  


To improve the physical quality of the 
island’s transport infrastructure network 
through appropriate investment 


+ 0 0 + + 0 


Key assumptions/ uncertainty Assume not likely to include major 
development (mainly includes pedestrian 
crossing, safe routes to school, drop kerbs 
etc?). Uncertain potential to increase 
access through safety improvements. 


Route of path not certain, therefore effects 
on biodiversity, archaeology/ heritage sites 
, water quality, geology and soils, instability 
not known. Uncertain potential too improve 
air quality (very small potential to achieve 
modal shift – only one path) 


No details regarding what this scheme 
involves. ‘Partnership and vehicles’ 
meaning? 


No details of scheme provided assume will 
involve strengthening of carriageway and 
widening. Potential for unknown 
archaeology. 


Paths to be extended / locations of 
extensions to network not known to 
appraisers. Potential for unknown 
archaeology.  


Key comments Will predominantly improve safety. Predominantly increases opportunities for 
walking and cycling.  Potential to affect 
designated sites and other habitat e.g. 
hedgerows through construction of path. 


Mainly improves safety and encourages 
cycling. 


Mainly improves infrastructure. May 
encourage traffic growth if provides quick 
route by car between Ryde and Sandown / 
Shanklin. Potential to contaminate land 
and water courses through construction. 
Diverting heavy goods vehicles along the 
road could have a negative impact on 
tranquillity within a section of the AONB 
although heavy goods vehicles already use 
this road. Although this route acts as an 
alternative to sending HGVs through the 
historic town of Brading, through densely 
populated Ryde and settlements of 
Sandown and Shanklin. 


Will improve opportunities for walking, 
particularly beneficial for tourism. Will link 
main settlements.  


Mitigation Ensure designs consider impacts on 
streetscape particularly in conservation 
areas. 


Avoid routes which dissect habitats. 
Integrate route into landscape. Make use 
of former railway line to minimise impact on 
landscape and wildlife sites.  


None Ensure recycled materials used in road 
widening. Ensure do not increase surface 
run-off through the use of sustainable 
drainage systems. Assess noise and 
vibration impacts on sensitive receptors 
along route and mitigate impacts where 
possible. 


Ensure network extension does not impact 
on habitats (especially designated wildlife 
sites), integrate paths into landscape, 
avoid impacts on the fabric and setting of 
heritage sites, and ensure paths do not 
cause erosion, or instability. 
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54 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Shared or Local


Priority Indicator Reason Excluded


Asset Management. Condition of bridges. Currently have ongoing bridge 


maintenance programme based upon 


condition surveys and priority ranking 


system. Separate target not considered 


necessary.


Condition of street lighting. Currently reporting good condition of 


street lighting so not considered 


appropriate at this time.


Response time to street New BVPI measuring response times by 


lighting faults (new Best Local Authority and distribution network 


Value Indicator – BVPI215). operator. BVPI to be introduced in 2006 


and therefore may consider LTP target 


later in the plan period.


Re-cycled construction The Council have used some re-cycled 


materials. materials in road construction and 


foundations with positive benefits for the 


environment - landfill, extraction and 


money.


The Council are currently investigating life


span, safety and value for money issues 


relating to the re-use of material and may


introduce a target should these 


investigations prove positive.


Value for Money. Indicator to monitor scheme The Council have considered how to 


value for money. develop an indicator to assess scheme 


value for money. The Council’s priority 


ranking scheme currently considers need, 


links to shared priorities, impact on future


regeneration areas and partner support 


but does not factor in a cost indicator.


We have discussed, both internally and 


with external auditors, how to incorporate 


a cost factor but are currently unable to 


identify a satisfactory solution. The Council


will continue to investigate this issue and 


are planning to discuss at future SECSIG 


and Solent Transport meetings and also 


as part of benchmarking with Blackpool.
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or negative depending on how scheme is implemented 


Air Quality To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 


To reduce congestion in Newport  0 0 0 0 / ? + 0 0 


To limit traffic growth. + 0 + 0 + 0 0 
To increase travel choice and the proportion of people using public 
transport, cycling and walking 


+ 0 + + + 0 0 


To reduce number of car trips + 0 + 0 + 0 0 


To improve air quality   + 0 + 0 + 0 0 


Soil and geology To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and instability due to human activity.  


To reduce the risk to property and people from erosion and instability  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Avoid damage to the coastline or the loss of amenity as a result of 
human activity. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To avoid contamination of land through construction and operation of 
the transport network 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To protect areas important for geological processes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Water To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding. 


To ensure that highways works do not give rise to increases in surface 
run-off.  


0 0 / ? 0 0 0 ? 0 / ? 


To protect the quality of water by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely affect groundwater, surface water, 
bathing water, and estuaries quality. 


0 0 / ? 0 0 0 ? 0 / ? 


Landscape and townscape To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character.  


To protect the landscape and settlement character of the Island and 
ensure that transport and its associated infrastructure does not 
negatively impact on the existing character of the area. 


0 0 � � � 0 - / 0 / ? 


Positively enhance landscape and settlement character. 0 0 � � � 0 - / 0 / ? 
Conserve and enhance the AONB in line with its designated status, 
purpose and the AONB Management Plan. 


0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 0 0 ? 


Conserve and enhance the Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage Coasts 
in line with their status, purpose and AONB management plan. 


0 0 - / 0 / ? 0 0 0 ? 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


To avoid net loss (direct and indirect), damage to, or fragmentation of 
designated wildlife sites and the qualifying habitats and species on 
which they depend (Marine, estuarine, terrestrial and freshwater).  


0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 


To maintain biodiversity and the variety of habitats on the Island 0 0 0 0 0 - / 0 / ?  - / 0 / ? 
Archaeology and cultural heritage  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 


To protect  the fabric and setting of designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, historic parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings locally important historic buildings  and 
conservation areas 


0 0 � � � - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 


Climatic factors To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit transport development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change 


To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions on the Island + 0 + + + 0 0 
To increase the amount of renewable fuels / technology used to power 
vehicles 


0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 0 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or negative depending on how scheme is implemented 


To limit development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate 
change 


0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 / ? 


Human health and safety To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 


To make the Island’s roads safer and reduce accidents + / ? + + + + 0 + + + + 
To increase opportunities for walking and cycling 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 


Noise and Vibration To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and vibration effects of 
vehicle movements at the ferry ports 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and vibration effects of 
transport movement in the urban centres 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To protect tranquil areas on the Island and avoid risk to them from light 
and noise pollution due to increases in traffic 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Population To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea.  
To minimise the impact of severance by sea  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
To ensure transport is accessible for all sectors of the community 
regardless of age, income and mobility  


+ 0 0 0 / ? + / ? 0 0 


To improve access to services and facilities (e.g. retail, education, 
employment, health, leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


0 + / ? + + / ? + + 0 0 


To increase access to the countryside 0 0 0 ? + / ? 0 0 


Material assets To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 


To ensure the use of recycled materials for road repair and 
construction. 


0 0 0 ? 0 ? ? 


To improve the physical quality of the island’s transport infrastructure 
network through appropriate investment 


+ 0 + + 0 + + + + 


Key assumptions / uncertainty Locations of new bus 
shelters not identified. 
Assume works to install 
them are minor. 


Assume does not involve 
increasing the extent of car 
parks. 


Assume works to install 
crossings are minor and will 
therefore not affect surface 
run-off, biodiversity etc 


Uncertainty over potential to 
improve access to transport, 
the countryside and 
services. Assume will only 
apply to short stretches of 
walkway and therefore will 
not involve major 
engineering works. 


Uncertainty over potential to 
improve access to the 
countryside. Assume 
scheme will not involve any 
major development of 
infrastructure. 


Permeability of safety 
surfacing and therefore 
potential to increase surface 
runoff uncertain.  
Nature of works uncertain 
but assume that works 
compound / area to store 
materials will not be required 
and therefore limits impacts 
on habitats etc. 
Colour of safety surfacing 
unknown – could result in 
visual impact with regard to 
townscape and heritage / 
conservation areas. 


Locations of junction 
improvements not known. 


Key comments  Makes public transport more 
attractive and therefore 
performs well with respect to 
air quality. Bus shelters may 
offer some protection for 
people waiting on the 
roadside for buses. 
Improves transport 
infrastructure 


Predominantly improves 
safety in car parks through 
installation of CCTV. 


Involves mainly tactile 
crossings for sight and 
mobility impaired. 
Predominantly improves 
safety but also improves 
access and makes walking 
more attractive and 
therefore performs well with 
respect to air quality. 


Mainly benefits pedestrians, 
making walking more 
attractive and safe. Layout 
of walking schemes could 
negatively or positively affect 
townscape depending on 
scheme. 


Will make public transport 
more attractive and 
therefore greatest positive 
performance within air 
quality. 


Predominantly improves 
safety on roads by reducing 
skidding and accidents. 


It is likely that these 
schemes will improve local 
air quality through reducing 
congestion and will improve 
safety through junction 
improvements e.g. installing 
traffic lights, applying skid 
resistant surfaces. Potential 
to affect hedges but any 
hedges removed would be 
replaced. 
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Implementation Year 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 
SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or negative depending on how scheme is implemented 


Mitigation proposed Ensure design of bus 
shelters fits in with local 
design statements where 
they exist.  


None Ensure design and type of 
crossings is appropriate to 
surrounding. E.g. lighting 
from crossings do not 
negatively impact on nearby 
sensitive receptors such as 
residential dwellings close to 
the road.  


Ensure design of walking 
schemes fit in with local 
design statements where 
they exist.  


Look to encourage any new 
buses are run on less 
environmentally damaging 
fuels (such as low sulphur 
diesel). 


Any potential to use recycled 
materials in works should be 
maximised. 


Any potential to use recycled 
materials in works should be 
maximised. Negative 
impacts to landscape and 
townscape, archaeology and 
cultural heritage should be 
avoided and opportunities 
for enhancements through 
the schemes sought. 
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N. Performance Indicators
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N.1 Introduction


As part of their second Local Transport Plans, Local Authorities are required 


to set targets and annual
1


trajectories. Targets should, wherever possible, 


be outcome based and show clear connections between transport targets and 


an areas wider vision and objectives. 


The Department for Transport have selected 14 mandatory indicators (including 9 best value 


performance indicators) to which all Local Authorities must report, with an additional 3 indicators 


mandatory for certain authorities (determined by local situation). Local Authorities are also 


encouraged to select their own locally important indicators.


N.1.1 Indicator selection


In accordance with Government Guidance, the Council will report on all 14 mandatory indicators. 


The Isle of Wight are not required to report on any of the 3 additional indicators but have considered 


the benefits and appropriateness of these non-mandatory indicators. After discussions it has been 


agreed that a target based on the national air quality indicator would assist with local transport 


reporting. In addition the Council have selected 6 local indicators based on local priorities and objectives.


The provisional LTP2 indicators and targets were established through a series of meetings and 


workshops. A number of these targets have been revised for the full plan to reflect new information 


and GOSE feedback.


Indicators report on progress towards the delivery of the Local Government Association (LGA) agreed 


shared priorities - accessibility, safety, air quality and congestion (as detailed earlier in the plan) - 


as well as other locally defined priorities - economic prosperity & regeneration, the environment 


and effective management. Indicators have been grouped according to the most relevant LGA shared 


priority however it is appreciated that most indicators assist in the delivery of more than one shared 


and/or local priority.


1Except for bus satisfaction targets which should be set tri-annually in accordance with Best Value satisfaction surveys.
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2 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


LGA Shared Priority
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Assists with Delivery of LGA/Local Priorities


Target type: 


M – Mandatory for all LTP Authorities NM – Not mandatory for Isle of Wight but identified in LTP Guidance L - Local


ACCESSIBILITY - Objective O1: To increase accessibility for all


T1 Bus Patronage BV102 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T2 Bus Punctuality LTP5 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T3 Satisfaction with 


Local Bus Services BV104 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T4 Train Patronage - L ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T5 Train Punctuality - L ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T6 Train Reliability - L ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T7 Ferry Patronage - L ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T8 Cycling Trips LTP3 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T9 Pedestrian Crossings with 


facilities for disabled BV165 L ✓ ✓ ✓


T10 Access to Newport Town Centre LTP1 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


ECONOMIC PROSPERITY AND REGENERATION - Objective O2: To encourage and support
economic regeneration & prosperity


SAFETY - Objective O3: To make Island roads safer


T11 Number of People Killed 


or Seriously Injured on 


Island Roads BV99x M ✓


T12 Number of Children Killed 


or Seriously Injured on 


Island Roads BV99y M ✓


T13 Number of Slight Casualties 


on Island Roads BV99z M ✓


T14 Cycle safety training - L ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


AIR QUALITY - Objective O4 : To improve local air quality & the environment


T15 Air Quality LTP8 NM ✓


CONGESTION - Objective O5 : To tackle congestion


T16 Mode Share of Journeys to School LTP4 M ✓ ✓ ✓


T17 Change in Area Wide Road 


Traffic Mileage LTP2 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT - Objective O6: To ensure effective management of the highway network


T18 Principal Road Condition BV96 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T19 Non Principal Classified 


Road Condition BV97a M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T20 Unclassified Road Condition BV97b M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


T21 Footway Condition BV187 M ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


VALUE FOR MONEY – Objective O7: To achieve value for money solutions
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 3


The Council consider these 21 indicators to offer a good mix of indicator types which will clearly


demonstrate and monitor the delivery of both the LGA and local priorities (see target structure diagram).


Target Structure


OBJECTIVES KEY OUTCOME
TARGETS


INTERMEDIATE
OUTCOMES


Highway Condition
(T18, 19, 20, 21)


Pedestrian
Crossings (T9)


O1: To increase
accessibility for all


Cycling Training
(T14)


Public Transport
patronage, 


satisfaction & 
performance 


(T1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)


Congestion - 
Traffic Wide


Mileage (T17)


Mode Share of
Journeys to 
School (T16)


O4: To improve
local air quality &
the environment


Air Quality 
(T15) Cycling (T8)


O6: To ensure
effective 


management of 
the highway 


network


O3: To make Island
roads safer


Road Safety
(T11, 12, 13)


Accessibility
(T10)


O5: To tackle 
congestion


O2: To encourage
and support 


economic 
regeneration &


prosperity


O-Outcome


T-Target
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4 Section N: Performance indicators- Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.1.2 Target hierarchy


The Council, in line with Government Guidance, will report on targets according to the 


following hierarchy:


• Targets for key outcome indicators – targets that directly measure the 


achievement of shared priorities.


• Targets for intermediate outcomes – proxies or milestones towards key 


outcome indicators.


• Targets for contributory output indicators – indicators measuring delivery of 


schemes, policies or initiatives that contribute to the above.


• Targets for other outcome or output indicators – indicators that measure the 


achievement of local priorities only.


N.1.3 Target setting


The Council has sought to set challenging but realistic targets. Consideration has been 


given to performance and lessons learnt during their first LTP. In addition targets reflect 


work to be undertaken during the LTP2 timescale, both in terms of transport schemes 


and wider objectives, and how this work will affect targets and trajectories. The Council 


has also sought to identify any possible risks to target achievement and how these risks 


will be managed. 


Baseline and horizons


Baseline and horizon years for mandatory targets have been set according to Government 


Guidance2. Timescales for local targets have been set to compliment mandatory targets 


wherever possible. 


N.1.4 Target review and revision


Experience gained during LTP1 highlighted the importance of ongoing review and monitoring 


of targets and trajectories. During their first LTP the Council, in consultation with 


Government Office for the South East (GOSE), made amendments to 6 of their targets in 


order to reflect the current local situation (4 new targets and 2 revisions). The Council will 


continue to monitor targets to ensure that they remain challenging, realistic and have local


meaning. In addition the Council will seek to ensure that they adopt up-to-date, cost 


effective and appropriate monitoring techniques.


Amendments post March 2006


Should amendments to targets, trajectories or monitoring be considered appropriate, the 


Council will contact GOSE and any relevant Partners, to discuss possible revisions. These 


discussions will take place at the earliest opportunity and will be detailed in successive 


Annual Progress Reports.


2Technical Guidance on Monitoring the LTP2 Mandatory Indicators, DFT - December 2004, page 8.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 5


N.1.5 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)


In addition to the monitoring of the Local Transport Plan, the Council are also required to 


undertake annual monitoring of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Council’s 


LTP SEA has been prepared by WSP Environmental who are also preparing a similar document


for the Island’s Local Development Framework (LDF). It is anticipated that a number of 


environmental issues will be consistent with both plans and therefore it is hoped that a 


joint monitoring regime can be established.


N.2 Bus Patronage


Target type: Mandatory (BV102).


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.2.1 Indicator description


Number of annual bus passenger journeys made on local buses on the Isle of Wight 


(reported in thousands).


N.2.2 Methodology and monitoring 


Indicator to be calculated in accordance with best value definition (BVPI 102) with data 


provided by local operators from electronic ticket machines.


N.2.3 LTP1 


Target


The Isle of Wight Council’s first LTP included a public transport target to “increase travel by


public transport by 20% by 2010”, reflecting the Government’s national PSA target. However the


Island, similar to other areas, experienced a decline in bus patronage between 2000 and 2003


and, as a result, revised the bus patronage element of the target in 2003. The revised target


sought to “halt the decline in bus passenger journeys and to return to 2000/01 levels by 2006”.


Performance


Bus patronage fell from 6.1 million journeys in 2000/01 to 5.7 million in 2002/03. Journey 


numbers increased slightly in 2003/04 and 2004/05 but have not yet returned to 2000/01 


levels, resulting in an overall decrease of 5.6% between 2000/01 and 2004/05.


Year


Number (thousands) 6,128 5,964 5,742 5,774 5,783


Annual Change


Number (thousands) - -164 -222 32 9


% -2.7 -3.7 0.6 0.2


Change (00/01-04/05)


Number (thousands) -345


% -5.6
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6 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.2.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


Increasing bus patronage assists in addressing both congestion and accessibility and, due 


to a limited rail network, is the only viable alternative to the private motor car for many 


Island residents and visitors. 


Bus patronage has still not returned to 2000/01 levels and therefore this is still considered 


an interim target. However, with new bus improvement schemes and initiatives planned 


during LTP2, it is anticipated that patronage will increase over the plan period. 


In line with Government Guidance, the baseline has been set at 2003/04 with a horizon 


year of 2010/11.


Target T1


• By 2010/11, to achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys based 


on 2003/04 levels.


Trajectories


The new target seeks increased growth during the early part of the plan, to reflect the free


travel for pensioners and £1 flat fare initiatives, and a more gentle 1% annual increase 


between 2008/09 and 2010/11.


Year


Number (thousands) 5,774 5,783 - - - - - -


Trajectory - - 5,980 6,129 6,282 6,345 6,408 6,472


Annual Change


Number (thousands) - 9 206 149 153 63 63 64


% 0.2 3.6 2.5 2.5 1.0 1.0 1.0


LTP2 Change


Number (thousands) 698


% 12.1
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 7


N.2.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council


The Council is working with operators to encourage and promote travel by bus. The


Council, in consultation with operators, have recently completed a Bus Strategy and Bus


Information Strategy both of which are appended to this plan.


As part of the Council’s second LTP, the Council will continue to introduce new, and upgrade


existing, bus infrastructure. It is anticipated that the Ryde Interchange project will commence


construction in autumn 2006 and will be operational late 2007. The interchange will improve


and enhance existing bus and public transport facilities in Ryde, the Island’s second largest


town and major Island gateway.


As part of the compilation of LTP2, the Council, in partnership with others, have discussed


various other possible bus schemes and are planning a number of bus priority and


infrastructure improvements over the plan period.


The Council are also planning to introduce a number of new and revised fare initiatives in


April 2006, including an extension of the Government’s over 60s free travel (to cover travel


at all times as opposed to off peak) and the introduction of a 50p flat fare for all 5-19 year


old students. It is anticipated that these initiatives will increase bus ridership.


The Council are currently investigating the viability of introducing an Islandwide £1 flat fare


scheme. It is anticipated that a decision on this initiative will be made during 2006 with


possible introduction in 2006/07.


Bus patronage
Target: To achieve 2 12% increase on 2003/04 levels by 2010/11
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8 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Partners


The Council will continue to work with partners to increase transport choice and to


encourage and promote public transport.


Access to accurate timetable information is key to increasing public transport patronage.


Currently Southern Vectis, the major bus operator, print bi-annual timetables with


information also available at most stopping points and on their website. In addition a new


national text service has been introduced and it is anticipated that the relevant information


will be provided at bus stops in due course. The Council and operators will continue to


seek new and innovative ways to provide accurate and up to date timetable information


including investigating the introduction of real time information.


Isle of Wight Tourism (IWT) has compiled the Island Tourism Development Plan. The plan


recognises the benefit of increasing travel choices and seeks to put in place measures


which will encourage visitors to travel to and/or around the Island by sustainable means


including the use of public transport.


Local Accessibility Plans


The Council are keen to promote accessibility for all and have identified a future Local


Accessibility Action Plan based upon access for those with mobility difficulties (see


Accessibility Section). This plan will include working with bus operators to encourage the


introduction of low floor buses on key routes with the Council reviewing existing and,


where appropriate, introducing supporting bus infrastructure.


N.2.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


The Council and Southern Vectis, the major bus operator, have regular meetings to discuss


both strategic and operational issues. These meetings seek to disseminate information


between parties and identify possible future problems and relevant solutions. 


In 2005, Southern Vectis received planning permission for the re-development of Newport


bus station.  This work includes the closure of the existing central station, which could have


a detrimental effect on bus patronage. The Council have been working with the operator on


alternate arrangements for buses and passengers during the construction period (including


waiting facilities, signage, traffic routing) and to ensure the suitability of long term plans.


Similar work will also be undertaken for Ryde Interchange.


With nearly a quarter of Island residents over the age of 60, bus patronage may be affected


by Government proposals regarding free “pensioner” bus travel. This initiative is due to


take effect from April 2006 and targets have been set accordingly.


Targets also reflect the Council’s decision to investigate the introduction of a £1 flat fare in


2006/07. Should the Council decide not to continue with this scheme, targets may need to


be re-considered.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 9


N.3 Bus Punctuality (LTP5)


Target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.3.1 Indicator description


Percentage of scheduled bus services departing timing points within the window of 1 minute


early to 5 minutes late, as a proportion of all services surveyed. (No frequent service bus 


routes operate on the Isle of Wight).


N.3.2 Methodology and monitoring


The Council, in partnership with the local bus operator, have identified suitable monitoring


points across the Island. Points have been selected to give a good representative sample


of rural/urban locations and a mix of start, intermediate and non-timing points. Annual


surveys will be undertaken by both the Council and the operator.


N.3.3 LTP1 


This is a new survey and thus no comparable LTP1 targets.


N.3.4 LTP1 


Target selection and rationale


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


In addition, bus punctuality has a major impact on both bus patronage and user satisfaction.  


As this is a new indicator for 2005/06 the Council do not have any historic data on which to


base targets. Baseline data was collected during 2005/06.


Target T2


The target is based upon achieving the national target of 90% punctuality by 2014/15. 


Setting a straight line trajectory this would equate to 76.3% by 2010/11.


• To achieve 76.3% bus punctuality by 2010/11 and 90% bus punctuality by 2014/15.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis.


Year


Percentage 59.1 - - - - -


Trajectory - 62.5 66.0 69.4 72.8 76.3


Annual Change


% 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4


LTP2 Change


% 17.2
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10 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The overall indicator is composed of 3 indices, all of which have a target of 90% punctuality


by 2014/15, with trajectories set on a straight line basis.


The Isle of Wight does not have any frequent service routes and therefore do not report on 


the fourth indices.


N.3.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council are working with the operators to ensure that buses run according to timetable.


As part of the compilation of LTP2, the Council and operators have identified a number of


locations where buses can encounter delays, particularly at peak periods. These sites will


be monitored and, where necessary, appropriate works or alternatives considered.


N.3.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


Works undertaken on the highway may have a detrimental effect on bus punctuality. The Isle of


Wight has a limited road network with few, if any, alternate vehicular routes. In order to minimise


the disruption to buses and, in accordance with the Traffic Management Act, the Council


will seek to ensure that bus operators have as much notification as possible of future works.


Year


% of buses starting route on time


Baseline 59.1 - - - - -


Trajectory - 62.5 66.0 69.4 72.8 76.3


% of buses on time at intermediate turning points


Baseline 57.1 - - - - -


Trajectory - 60.8 64.4 68.1 71.1 75.4


% of buses on time at non-timing points


Baseline 50.0 - - - - -


Trajectory - 54.4 58.9 63.3 67.8 72.2


B
a


s
e


li
n


e
 


2
0


0
5


/0
6


2
0


0
6


/0
7


2
0


0
7


/0
8


2
0


0
8


/0
9


2
0


0
9


/1
0


2
0


1
0


/1
1


Bus punctuality
Target: To achieve 76.3% of buses on time by 2010/11 and 90% by 2010/11


50


60


70


80


90


100


20
05


/0
6


20
06


/0
7


20
07


/0
8


20
08


/0
9


20
09


/1
0


20
10


/1
1


20
11


/1
2


20
12


/1
3


20
13


/1
4


20
14


/1
5


P
e


rc
e


n
ta


g
e


 o
f 


b
u


s
e


s
 o


n
 t


im
e


LTP2
Target


Post
LTP2


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 10







P
e


rf
o


rm
a


n
c
e


 i
n


d
ic


a
to


rs


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 11


The Council will also work with operators to assist with any alternate route identification.


Re-development of both Newport and Ryde bus stations may effect bus punctuality. The


Council will continue to work with operators during both the construction and long term


planning of these sites (see bus patronage target for more details).


The Council have had initial discussions with Southern Vectis over the establishment of a Bus


Punctuality Improvement Partnership (PIP). These discussions will continue during LTP2.


N.4 Satisfaction with local bus services (BV104)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.4.1 Indicator description


Percentage of people satisfied with local bus services.


N.4.2 Methodology and monitoring


To be monitored tri-annually as part of wider best value satisfaction surveys. Survey to be 


undertaken in accordance with BVPI guidance.


N.4.3 LTP1 


Target


LTP1 set a target to increase bus satisfaction to 53% by 2003/04. However in 2003 the Council


decided to set a “universal” best value satisfaction target of 70%. 


Performance


The 2003/04 best value satisfaction survey indicated that 56% of respondents were satisfied with


local bus services, 3% above the original LTP target and an increase of 10% over the plan period.


N.4.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


This indicator is also an indication of the attractiveness of bus travel and highlights what,


if any, additional work may be required by the Local Authority and/or bus company.


Year


Percentage 46 56


% Tri-Annual Change - 10


Change (00/01-04/05)


% 10
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12 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council recognises the importance of bus satisfaction and were pleased with the 10%


increase experienced during LTP1. Consideration was given to maintaining levels at the


current rate (56%) however it was felt that, in light of work proposed, a more stretching


target should be adopted.


Target T3


• By 2009/10, to increase to 65% the percentage of people satisfied 


with local bus services.


Trajectories


Although bus improvements will be undertaken throughout the plan period, a number of major


schemes and initiatives are planned for the latter part of the plan (eg completion of Ryde


Interchange – 2008, free pensioner travel – 2006/7). It is anticipated that these schemes will


significantly improve satisfaction levels by the time of the 2009/10 survey and thus trajectories


have been set accordingly.


Year


Percentage 56 - -


Trajectory - 58 65


% Tri-Annual 


Change - 2 7


LTP2 Change


% 9
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 13


N.4.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council are planning a number of bus improvement schemes to be delivered during LTP2. These


schemes, in conjunction with other Council/operator improvements (eg increased punctuality,


reliability, accessibility, timetabling, concessionary fares) will increase bus satisfaction.


N.4.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


This target may be at risk due to the difficulty of data collection, quality and review. Bus


satisfaction is currently monitored as part of the Council’s tri-annual Best Value Satisfaction


Survey and, as with other “perception” surveys, satisfaction is difficult to quantify and often


subjective. In addition, with surveys only undertaken every 3 years, on-going progress may


be difficult to monitor.


The Council will continue to work with operators, the Isle of Wight Bus Users Group, the QTP


and the public to ensure that public transport concerns are addressed wherever possible.


The Council’s Engineering Services department will also work with Best Value Officers to


ensure that future studies produce quality and representative results.


N.5 Train Patonage


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.5.1 Indicator description


Number of train passenger journeys on Island Line trains (reported in thousands). 


N.5.2 Methodology and monitoring


Information collected by Train Operating Company (TOC) from LENNON ticketing system.


Unfortunately, these figures do not currently include tickets sold through third parties,


however data will be amended should this information become readily available. 


TOC data to be received on a 4 weekly basis and reported annually.


N.5.3 LTP1 


Target


LTP1 reflected the (former) national transport target to increase public transport travel by 


20% by 2010.


Performance


The number of train passenger journeys increased year on year, with an overall increase


of 13% over the plan period.


These figures do not currently include third party ticketing. A report in 2001/02 suggesting


that an additional 238,000 journeys were made on tickets purchased via third parties.


Figures will be amended should this data become available on an annual basis.
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14 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.5.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


The Council were pleased to note the increase in patronage during LTP1 and felt that it was


important to continue with this local indicator. Trains have an important part to play in the


delivery of the shared and local priorities – in particular by increasing accessibility, tackling


congestion and supporting economic prosperity and regeneration.


During LTP1 the Council have worked in Partnership with Island Line and others on a number


of rail initiatives including the development of park and rides at the 3 largest stations (Ryde


St Johns (map ref O3), Sandown and Shanklin) and the introduction of a Rail Bus linking


Ventnor and the surrounding area to Shanklin railway station. These schemes have helped


assist in the 13% increase in train patronage experienced during the first plan period.


However it is unlikely that any similar major schemes can be identified during LTP2 and


therefore the Council have decided to continue with the original LTP1 target and its


2010/11 horizon date.


Target T4


• By 2010/11, to achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys by 


based on 1999/2000 levels.


Assuming an LTP2 baseline of 2003/04 (in line with those required for bus patronage), this


would equate to a 6.5% increase over LTP2.


Trajectories


LTP1 trajectories were set on a straight line basis. Consideration was given to a change in


2007/08 to reflect the proposed completion of the Ryde Interchange project. However this


would also coincide with the new franchise which may cause some uncertainties to users.


After consideration, it was decided to continue with a linear trajectory.


Year


Number (thousands) 769 788 796 840 867 869


Annual Change


Number (thousands) - 19 8 44 27 2


% 2.5 1.0 5.5 3.2 0.2


Change (99/01-04/05)


Number (thousands) 100


% 13.0
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 15


N.5.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council


The Council hope to commence construction of Ryde Interchange in late 2005 (subject to


statutory consents). It is anticipated that the Interchange, accompanied by the proposed


Ryde St Johns Park and Ride Scheme and other existing park and ride schemes at


Sandown and Shanklin, will continue to increase train patronage.


Although the Council do not own the rail infrastructure, the Council will continue to work


with the operator and Network Rail on rail projects and promotions. The Council will also


seek to ensure that highway infrastructure supports existing and any future developments.


From April 2006 all over 60s will receive free off-peak bus travel. The Council, in conjunction


with partners, have decided to extend this scheme to include journeys on Island Line trains and


to remove all time limits, enabling Island over 60s to travel free at anytime on Island buses


and trains.


Year


Number (thousands) - - - - - -


Trajectory 876 886 895 904 914 923


Annual Change


Number (thousands) 9 9 9 9 9 9


% 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0


LTP2 Change (2003/04 - 2010/11)


Number (thousands) 56
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16 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


In addition the Council, in conjunction with operators, are planning to introduce a 50p flat fare


for all 5-19 year old students on both Island buses and Island Line trains. It is anticipated


that these initiatives will increase the number of passenger journeys on Island Line trains.


Partners


The Council are working with other organisations to establish a Community Rail Partnership


(CRP) and have appointed a new Development Officer. The CRP will work alongside the


operator, Network Rail and the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) on future developments


including the new Island Line franchise in 2007.


N.5.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management – patronage, 
punctuality and reliability


The existing Island Line franchise expires in 2007 which may offer uncertainty to existing


customers. The Council are currently working with the SRA on the future franchise and


will work with and support any future operator.


The Ryde Interchange project was the subject of an LTP major bid submission in 2003 and


received provisional acceptance subject to statutory consents. The Interchange received planning


permission in November 2005 and will be referred to the Government for final financial approval


in July 2006. Should the building not receive this final approval, this may have a detrimental


effect on public transport patronage.


The construction of the interchange building may also effect train patronage, reliability and


punctuality. The Council are working closely with operators to minimise disruption including


night and Sunday working on critical elements.


Island Line trains currently run 1938, former London Underground rolling stock. The age and


condition of the fleet and infrastructure could adversely effect future reliability and punctuality,


including the possible imposition of speed restrictions. In addition the Operator has identified


possible risk of subsidence at Rowbrough.


Currently all Island Line trains are recorded for punctuality and reliability equating to 1812


trains in a 30 day period (compared to other operators who only record certain services and


arrivals). Due to this comprehensive reporting, a single day of disruption will adversely affect


punctuality and reliability figures.


N.6 Train Punctuality


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.6.1 Indicator description


Percentage of trains arriving within 5 minutes of the planned destination arrival time.


N.6.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data is provided by the train operating company and is reported annually.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 17


N.6.3 LTP1 


Target


The LTP1 target reflected the national target to achieve 95% punctuality. 


Performance


The Council were pleased to note that annual punctuality was consistently in excess of 


95% and showed a 2.1% increase over the plan period.


N.6.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


The certainty of trains departing and arriving on time can play a major part in people’s decision


to travel by rail. This local indicator supports the rail patronage indicator and therefore is


considered still to be appropriate.


National targets for rail punctuality were set at 95% and Island Line trains were one of the few


lines to reach and exceed this target. The Provisional Second Local Transport Plan included a


target to achieve 96.5% punctuality but was not considered significantly challenging by GOSE.


The Council has subsequently discussed this issue with both GOSE and the Operator and have


increased this target to 97.2% This target is lower than results from the last 2 years (97.7


and 97.5) but the Operator considers 97.2% to be a challenging target particularly in light of


the aging infrastructure and fleet and possible future speed restrictions (see risk section).


Target T5


• To maintain train punctuality at 97.2% or better.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set to achieve an annual figure of 97.2%.


Year


Percentage 95.4 96.8 96.8 97.2 97.7 97.5


Annual Change


% - 1.4 0 0.4 0.5 -0.2


Change (99/00-04/05)


% 2.1
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18 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.6.5 Actions to achieve targets and risk management


See previous Train Patronage section.


N.7 Train Reliability


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.7.1 Indicator description


Percentage of trains running (i.e. not cancelled).


N.7.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data is provided by the train operating company and is reported annually.


N.7.3 LTP1 


Target


The LTP1 target reflected the national target to achieve 98% reliability.


Year


Percentage 97.7 97.5 - - - - - -


Trajectory - - 97.2 97.2 97.2 97.2 97.2 97.2


Annual Change 


% - -0.2 - - - - - -


LTP2 Change


% Maintain Punctuality at 97.2% or better
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 19


Performance


The Council were pleased to note that annual reliability was consistently in excess of 98% 


and showed a 0.2% increase over the plan period.


N.7.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This indicator supports the train patronage and punctuality targets. The national target sought


to achieve 98% train reliability of which Island Line were one of the few lines to continually


achieve this target. In light of this achievement the Council decided to stretch the target to


achieve 99% train reliability in their Provisional LTP2. Discussions with GOSE suggested that


this target could be further stretched, particularly in light of recent results. The Council have


discussed this issue with the Operator who considers that a target of 99.5% would be


appropriate. This target is slightly lower than recent results but is considered stretching


due to the age and condition of the fleet and infrastructure and the future construction of


the Ryde Interchange building (see risks).


Target T6


• To maintain train reliability at 99.5% or better.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set to achieve an annual figure of 99.5%


Year


Percentage 99.9 99.9 - - - - - -


Trajectory - - 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5


Annual Change 


% - 0 - - - - - -


LTP2 Change


% To maintain reliability at 99.5% or better
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Percentage 99.7 99.6 99.6 99.7 99.9 99.9


Annual Change


% - -0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0


Change (00/01 - 04/05))


% 0.2
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20 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.7.5 Actions to achieve targets and risk management


See previous Train Patronage section.


N.8 Ferry Patronage (passengers)


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.8.1 Indicator description


Number of passenger journeys on Isle of Wight ferries (reported in thousands).


N.8.2 Methodology and monitoring


Passenger journey figures are recorded by the operators and provided to the Council on an
annual basis.


N.8.3 LTP1 


Target


No comparable LTP1 target but historic figures available.


Year


Number (thousands) 8,547 8,585 8,942 9,025 9,269 9,319


Annual Change


Number (thousands) - 38 357 83 243 50


% 0.4 4.2 0.9 2.7 0.5


Change (1999 - 2004)


Number (thousands) 772
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 21


N.8.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


Good, reliable and frequent cross Solent links are essential for the Isle of Wight. Ferry


services have an important part to play in the Island’s economic regeneration and prosperity


whilst also increasing accessibility for Island residents and visitors. A number of essential


services are not currently available on the Island (eg Higher Education and specialists medical


care) and quality ferry services are key to Island accessibility.


Ferry operators currently provide annual data on the number of passengers, coaches, cars/vans


and freight vehicles. The Council have considered various indicators and have decided that


an indicator based upon passenger numbers would be the most effective way to monitor


local cross-Solent accessibility.


Between 1999 and 2004 the number of passengers journeys on cross Solent ferries has


increased by 9% with dramatic bi-annual increases experienced in 2001 and 2003 (Admiral


Cup sailing years). The Council would like to continue this growth and have therefore set a


target to achieve a 10.6% increase by 2010.


Target T7


• By 2010, to achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys 


based on 2004 levels.


Trajectories


Trajectories have been set to achieve a 2.8% increase in 2005, 2007 and 2009 (Admiral Cup 


years) and a 0.5% increase in all other years.


Year


Number (thousands) 9,319 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 9,580 9,628 9,898 9,947 10,226 10,277


Annual Change 


Number (thousands) - 261 48 270 49 279 51


% - 2.8 0.5 2.8 0.5 2.8 0.5


Change LTP2


Number (thousands) 958


% 10.6
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22 Section N: Performance indicators- Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.8.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council will continue to work with operators to ensure good access and signing to ferry


terminals. During the LTP2 period the Council are planning to introduce strategic variable


message signing and will consider how this system could be used to assist ferry passengers.


The new proposed Ryde Interchange will also increase accessibility to both the Wightlink


Fast Cat and Hovertravel Hovercraft.


During LTP1 the Council, in conjunction with Town Councils and operators, have examined


cross Solent travel and, in particular, how foot passengers travel to ferry terminals. This has


resulted in a number of initiatives including a new park and ride at Cowes (with bus connections


to the Red Jet passenger terminal); park and rides at Ryde St Johns, Sandown and Shanklin


rail stations and the introduction of residents only parking schemes in Cowes and Ryde.


This work will continue during LTP2 and will include the consideration of extending the


Cowes park and ride (as it nears capacity) and the introduction of a new residents parking


scheme in East Cowes.


All traffic and passengers travelling to and from the Isle of Wight travel through neighbouring


counties. The Isle of Wight Council are a member of the Solent Transport Partnership and


will continue to meet regularly with neighbouring Local Authorities to discuss cross boundary


working and future initiatives.


N.8.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


Ferry patronage is strongly linked to tourism with passenger numbers dramatically


increasing during the peak summer season. Should Island tourism decline this would


have a detrimental effect on Solent passenger figures. The new Tourism Development


Ferry patronage
Target: To achieve a 10.6% increase on 2004 levels by 2010
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 23


Plan seeks to promote and upgrade Island tourism and will include initiatives to


encourage car-free visitors.


As part of the Cowes Waterfront development, the SEEDA plans include the possibility of a


new Red Jet service from East Cowes. It is unlikely that this proposal will come on line during


the LTP2 period but, should this happen, the Council may decide to amend targets accordingly.


N.9 Cycling Trips (LTP3)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.9.1 Indicator description


Annualised index of cycling trips.


N.9.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data is to be collected manually at 9 locations across the Isle of Wight covering both on and


off road cycling. Surveys at off road points are to be conducted twice monthly (one weekday,


one weekend) and on road points to be surveyed monthly (one weekday). This methodology


is in accordance with the on-going cycling Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA) and as


previously agreed between the Council, Department for Transport (DfT) and Office of the


Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM). (See Additional Information section for survey location map).


The Council have decided to keep to the same survey sites and patterns during LTP2 in


order that data can be directly compared.


In accordance with Government Guidance3 figures will also be indexed using a 2003/04


base (ie 2003/04 = 100).


N.9.3 LTP1 


Target


The Council’s first Local Transport Plan sought to deliver the national cycle target ie to triple


the number of cycling trips by 2010 compared to 2000 base. However in 2003, the Council


signed an LPSA in which a stretched target was established to deliver this target by 2006


(ie 4 years early).


Since the signing of the LPSA, ODPM have requested a revised cycling baseline which has


resulted in a more stretching cycling target. Unfortunately, early predictions suggest that


the Council will reach only 2 of the 3 targets (employee cycling and school cycling) and deliver


approximately 75% of the third target (cycling trips). However this has been recognised as


a good achievement and therefore it is likely that the Council will be awarded 70% of their


LPSA reward funding.


Performance


During the period of the Council’s first LTP (2000/1-2004/5) the number of factored trips


cycling increased by 133% (from 81,223 to 189,316). 


3Technical Guidance on Monitoring the LTP2 Mandatory Indicators, DfT - December page 13.
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24 Section N: Performance indicators- Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council are pleased with the growth experienced during LTP1 and this has been


recognised nationally with the Isle of Wight Council receiving the English Regional Cycling


Development Team (ERCDT) award for “most improved highway authority in the South East


for cycling” in 2004 and the National Transport Award for Cycling in 2005. 


N.9.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


Cycling is considered an important local issue and can assist in tackling congestion, increasing


accessibility and addressing air quality. This indicator also links to other LTP targets in


particular modal share of school travel and cycle training.


The Council are pleased with the progress made during LTP1 and are still striving to deliver


on their ambitious, stretched LPSA target (equating to 269,700 trips in 2005/06). Having


considered previous year trends the Council do not realistically believe that they will reach


this extremely challenging target but will deliver in the region of 195,000 trips in 2005/06.


Although below the LPSA target, this still represents a 240% increase on 2000 levels. 


As it is unlikely that the Council will reach the ambitious LPSA target, the Council have decided


to set an LTP2 cycling target based upon the former national target of tripling cycling by


2010/11 compared to 2000 base – a target abandoned by both the Government and considered


unachievable by most other Local Authorities. Delivery of this target would result in an


additional 54,000 trips in 2010/11 (compared to 2003/04) - an LTP2 increase of 28.8%.


This is considered a challenging target as the major infrastructure and initiatives have


already been delivered (eg completion of national cycle route 23, round the Island signing


and close working with schools and major employers). However we will continue to build


on our achievements and past experiences to continue to increase cycling numbers.


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis.


Year


Number 81,223 127,504 181,271 189,192 189,316


Annual Change


Number - 46,281 53,767 7,921 124


% - 57.0 42.2 4.4 0.1


Change (00/01 - 04/05)


Number 108,093


% 133.1
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 25


Target T8


• By 2010/11, to triple the number of cycling trips compared to 2000 base.


Assuming an index based upon 2003/04 levels, this would equate to a target index of 128.8 


or an increase of 28.8% over the plan period.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis.


N.9.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council are actively promoting and encouraging cycling and have recently completed their


Rights of Way Improvement Plan and a Smarter Choices plan (both appended to this plan). 


In addition, the Council will:


• Ensure the needs of cyclists are considered in new and upgraded 


highway infrastructure – including stage 1, 2 and 3 cycle audits.


• Consider new cycling infrastructure.


Year


Number (thousands) 189 189 - - - - - -


Trajectory (thousands) - - 198 207 217 226 235 244


Index 100.0 100.1 104.9 109.6 114.4 119.2 124.0 128.8


LTP2 Change


Number (thousands) 54


% 28.8%
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26 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


• Ensure, where appropriate, new developments provide adequate 


cycling facilities.


• Work with others on national and local cycling events – e.g. Cycling 


Festival, Cycle Week, Wight Air.


• Work with organisers to provide facilities for cyclists at non-cycling 


events – e.g. Isle of Wight Rock Festival, Cowes Week.


The Council, in partnership with others, have introduced a number of new cycling initiatives


including the Children’s Cycling Club, development of a Cycle Forum and are working with


schools to introduce cycling into the national curriculum (see cycle training target).


During LTP2 work will focus on the ongoing extension and development of National Cycle


Route 22 which will connect the existing route, Ryde to Newport, on to Yarmouth, to link with


the existing Yarmouth to Freshwater section. It is unlikely that the route will be completed


during the LTP2 time period but it is hoped that sections will be progressed. The work on


this routes is to be undertaken in partnership with SUSTRANS.


N.9.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


This is an ambitious target and, in order to reach and maintain the target, the Council and


it’s partners will need to continue with ongoing work and initiatives.


Cycling can be affected by weather. Poor conditions on a monitoring day may adversely


affect figures and not give a true representation of actual levels. In order to consider the


effects of weather, manual counts also record half hourly weather conditions.


To supplement the cycle counts, the Council also conducts monthly cycle parking surveys


at key locations (i.e. interchanges, town centres and major employers). This survey has


been adopted by neighbouring Solent Local Authorities.


N.10 Pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled 
(BV165)


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.10.1 Indicator description


Percentage of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled, as a proportion of all crossings


on the Isle of Wight.


N.10.2 Methodology and monitoring


Definition is in accordance with national Best Value Performance Indicator – BVPI 165 ie:


percentage of signal controlled crossings incorporating dropped kerbs, tactile paving and


audible and tactile signals. Information is from Local Authority records and surveys.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 27


N.10.3 LTP1 


No LTP1 target but historic Best Value data.


N.10.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a local indicator based upon national BVPI165. The Council recognises the importance


of accessibility and, in particular, the needs of the disabled and therefore has included this


outcome indicator.


Currently the Council are pleased to report that in 2003/04 95% of signalled crossings had


the recommended facilities for the disabled and are seeking to increase this to 100% by the


end of the plan period. 


Target T9


• By 2010, to achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis.


Year


Percentage 94 95 96 - - - - - -


Trajectory 96 97 98 98 99 100


Annual Change 


% - 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1


LTP2 Change
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% Pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled
Target: to achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled by 2010/11
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28 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.10.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council will continue with its on going programme of upgrading and maintenance of


crossings. The Council will also work with relevant partners to identify future crossing


locations and ensure that any new installations fulfil the relevant criteria.


N.10.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


This target has both capital and revenue implications and may rely on LTP and RSG


funding. In order to assist with this target, the Council will also seek additional external


funding sources (eg through Section 106 planning agreements).


The proposed Highway Maintenance PFI may affect this target. Should the PFI bid be successful,


the Council will ensure that the requirements of this indicator are reflected in the appropriate


PFI agreement.


N.11 Accessibility (LTP1)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 1 – Key Outcome Indicator.


N.11.1 Indicator description


Percentage of Island households able to access Newport town centre within 30 minutes by 


walking, cycling or public transport.


N.11.2 Methodology and monitoring


Public transport data will be obtained from the Thales website and household numbers


obtained from the 2001 Census of population (output areas). Household numbers may be


updated to reflect major new housing developments. Calculations undertaken by Accession


software in accordance with MVA/DfT criteria (see Section F – paragraph F.3).


N.11.3 LTP1 


No similar LTP1 target.


N.11.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


As part of the compilation of LTP2, Local Authorities must include at least one accessibility


indicator and target. This indicator can be based on the DfT’s core accessibility indicators


or a locally developed indicator.


The Council have mapped network accessibility to each of the key destination sets and


undertaken the necessary accessibility calculations.  The results indicate that the majority


of Island households benefit from relatively good geographic accessibility to each of the


key services. Mapping the core services also identifies that a number of the services are


located in the Newport area and therefore the Council have decided that an indicator
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 29


based upon access to Newport by walking, cycling and/or public transport would be most


appropriate. (See Section F – “Increasing Accessibility for full details).


Target T10


• By 2010/11, to increase by 5% the number of households able to access 


Newport within 30 minutes by walking, cycling or public transport.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis.


N.11.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council and its partners have identified a number of schemes which will increase


accessibility to both Newport and the Island as a whole (see implementation programme


Section F, in particular paragraph F.5) Other wider vision and plans also seek to increase


accessibility to Newport including the Local Area Agreement and the Local Development


Framework (see Section F, paragraph F.5.1).


Year


Percentage 76.1 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 76.9 77.8 78.6 79.4 80.3 81.1


Annual Change 


% - 0.83 0.83 0.83 0.83 0.83 0.83
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Target: By 2010/11 to increase by 5% number of households able to access Newport 
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30 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


In addition the Council are compiling an LTP2 major bid to tackle congestion and accessibility


in Newport. This bid includes initiatives which will assist with journey times, particularly


for those travelling on public transport, walking and cycling.


N.11.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


This target relies heavily upon working in partnership with others, in particular our major


bus operator Southern Vectis. The Council will continue to work with operators to promote


and enhance travel by public transport.


The Council will be submitting their major bid for Newport later in the plan period. Should


this bid not be successful the Council will look to deliver limited works from within their


existing LTP2 settlement.


N.12 Numbers killed or seriously injured


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 1 – Key Outcome Indicator.


N.12.1 Indicator description


Number of people killed or seriously injured on Island roads.


N.12.2 Methodology and monitoring


Number of people killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions on public roads on the


Isle of Wight. Severity in accordance with Department for Transport definition.


Data is obtained from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary Key Accident database and


originates from Stat 19 reports. Figures are reported by previous calendar year.


N.12.3 LTP1 


Target


The LTP1 target reflected the national target ie by 2010, to reduce the number of people


killed or seriously injured by 40%, compared with the average for 1994-1998.


Performance


The Isle of Wight had mixed performance of this indicator due to the small statistical number.


Comparisons between 2004 and 1994/98 show a reduction of 26.4% in the numbers killed


or seriously injured on Island roads.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 31


N.12.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


In accordance with LTP guidance, the Council have considered 2 baselines, the continuation


of the 1994-98 average and establishing a new baseline of 2001-2004. Having plotted both


baselines the Council consider the LTP1 target and baseline still to be appropriate (see graph)


but will also have regard for the 2001/04 position.


Due to small figures (ie less than 200) the Council have decided to chart future progress on


a 3 year rolling average basis.


Target T11


• By 2010, to achieve a 40% reduction in people killed or seriously injured 


on Island roads based on the 1994-98 average.


This would equate to a 27% reduction over the LTP2 plan period.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis using the 1994/98 average as baseline 


(figures rounded).


Year


Number 122 120 121 114 124 92


Annual Change


Number - -2 +1 -7 +10 -32


% - -1.6 +0.8 -5.8 +8.8 -25.8


Target - 118 113 109 104 100


Change (94/98 - 2004)


Number -30


% -26.4%
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Year


Number 122 - - - - - - -


Trajectory 100 95 91 87 82 78 73


Annual Change 


Number - -5 -4 -4 -5 -4 -5


% -5.0 -4.2 -4.4 -5.7 -4.9 -6.4


LTP2 Change
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32 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.12.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council


The Council have recently published their Road Safety Plan (appended to this plan). 


The Council will also continue their programme of:


• Identifying and treating accident remedial sites.


• Completing stage 1, 2 and 3 safety audits on new schemes.


• Safe Routes to School initiatives.


• Road safety training.


Partners


The Council will continue to work in partnership with Hampshire and Isle of Wight Police


on education, engineering and enforcement. The Council are also part of the Hampshire


and Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership.


N.12.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


Small casualty numbers may distort reporting. In order to assist with future monitoring,


the Council have decided to report trends using a rolling 3 year average.


N.13 Numbers children killed or seriously injured


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 1 – Key Outcome Indicator.


N.13.1 Indicator description


Number of children killed or seriously injured on Island roads.


Numbers killed or seriously injured on Island roads
Target: To achieve a 40% decrease on 1994/98 average by 2010
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 33


N.13.2 Methodology and monitoring


Number of children (aged under 16 years) killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions on


public roads on the Isle of Wight. Severity in accordance with Department for Transport definition.


Data is obtained from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary Key Accident database


and originates from Stat 19 reports. Figures are reported by previous calendar year.


N.13.3 LTP1 


Target


The LTP1 target reflected the national target ie by 2010, to reduce the number of children


killed or seriously injured by 50%, compared with the average for 1994-1998.


Performance


The Isle of Wight had mixed performance of this indicator due to the small statistical


number. Comparisons between 2004 and 1994/98 show a reduction of 46.7% in the number


of children killed or seriously injured on Island roads.


N.13.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this


indicator. For consistency, the Council have selected the same baseline and target year as


the ‘killed and seriously injured’ indicator.


Target T12


• By 2010, to achieve a 50% reduction in children killed or seriously injured 


on Island roads based on the 1994-98 average.


This would equate to a 33.3% reduction over the LTP2 plan period.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis using the 1994/98 average as baseline (figures


rounded).


Year


Number 15 11 10 17 12 8


Annual Change


Number (thousands) - -4 -1 +7 -5 -4


% - -26.7 -9.1 +70.0 -29.4 -33.3


Change (94/98-04/05)


Number -7


% -46.7
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34 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.13.5 Actions and risks


See previous ‘killed and seriously injured’ indicator.


N.14 Number of slight casualties on Island roads


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 1 – Key Outcome Indicator.


N.14.1 Indicator description


Number of slight casualties on Island roads.


N.14.2 Methodology and monitoring


Number of people slightly injured in road traffic collisions on public roads on the Isle of


Wight. Severity in accordance with DfT definition.


Data is obtained from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary Key Accident database


and originates from Stat 19 reports. Figures are reported by previous calendar year.


Year


Number 15 - - - - - - -


Trajectory - 12 12 11 10 10 9 8


Annual Change 


Number - - 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1


% - - 0 8.3 9.1 0 10.0 11.1


LTP2 Change


Number 4


% 33.3
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Target: To achieve a 50% decrease on 1994/98 average by 2010
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 35


N.14.3 LTP1 


Target


LTP1 sought to reduce the number of slight casualties by 5% by 2006, compared with the


average for 1994-1998.


Performance


The Isle of Wight had mixed performance in this indicator but experienced a 7.4 decrease


over the plan period.


N.14.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this


indicator. The Council have decided to set a similar LTP1 target but based upon the lower


2001-04 average.


Target T13


• By 2010, to achieve a 5% reduction in slight casualties on Island roads 


based on the 2001-04 average.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis using the 2001-04 average as baseline (figures


rounded).


Year


Number 568 531 579 478 467 526


Annual Change


Number - -37 +48 -101 -11 +59


% - -6.5 +9.0 -17.4 -2.3 +12.6


Change (94/98 - 04/05)


Number -42


% -7.4
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Year


Number 490 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 486 482 478 474 470 466


Annual Change


Number - -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4


% - -0.8 -0.8 -0.8 -0.9 -0.9 -0.9


LTP2 Change


Number -24


% -5.0%
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36 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.14.5 Actions and risks


See previous ‘killed and seriously injured’ indicator.


N.15 Cycle training


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 3 – Contributory Output Indicator.


N.15.1 Indicator description


Percentage of school aged children participating in cycle training.


N.15.2 Methodology and monitoring


The training will be delivered by Road Safety Unit staff teaching staff in schools, and other


independent qualified cycle trainers and will therefore require 3 separate procedures for


collecting the data. 


Road Safety Unit data


This data will be obtained from the training records maintained by the Road Safety Unit


and will be supplied by our Road Safety Team on a termly basis and reported annually.


Schools data


Schools data will be obtained from school student data and will be supplied by relevant


teaching staff on a termly basis and reported annually.


Independent trainers data


Data relating to training delivered by independent trainers will be obtained from the


membership database of the Island Youth Cycling Club and will be supplied and reported


on an annual basis.


Number of slight injuries on Island roads
Target: To achieve a 5% decrease on 2001-04 average by 2010
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 37


N.15.3 LTP1 


No comparable LTP1 target.


N.15.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


The Isle of Wight has achieved national recognition for its success within cycling and is


looking to build and improve upon this. This local target will assist in the delivery of shared


priorities (accessibility, safety and congestion) and will link to other mandatory targets


(cycling, road safety and school travel).


The target creates the opportunity for the authority to develop working partnerships with a


variety of bodies and organisations to aid delivery, and would see Cycling England, SUSTRANS


and British Cycling as some of the key partners. A pilot scheme in schools has demonstrated


the potential for cycling to assist in the delivery of the local aim to improve standards in schools


and the authority are keen to develop this currently popular and successful scheme.


Target T14


• By 2010/11, to increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in 


cycle training. 


(Percentages based upon total of 24,000 children). This would equate to a 19% increase 


or 4560 children.


Trajectories


Following the positive response to current introduction of cycle training into the school


curriculum, it was hoped that we would be able to effect a large increase in numbers


trained over a short timescale. However, after considering the possible changes facing


education, it has been decided to produce a linear trajectory starting from 2005/06.


Year


Number 1176 - - - - - -


% of children 4.9 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 1176 2088 3000 3912 4824 5736


% of children - 4.9 8.7 12.5 16.3 20.1 23.9


LTP2 Change


Number 4560


% 19
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38 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.15.5 Actions to achieve targets


Additional funding for road safety initiatives has been identified, enabling the Council to


identify priority areas, including cycling casualty reduction, through the delivery of road


safety engineering, education and publicity.


To encourage participation it is key that cycling is perceived as a safe activity and the Council’s


casualty reduction targets, which include reducing cyclist casualties, are linked to the


Governments road safety strategy, “Tomorrows Roads – Safer For Everyone” and will be


delivered through Council – Road Safety Plan 2005-2010 a copy of which is included as an


annex to this Plan.


The extension of the cycle training beyond physical participation, to include curricular links


to technology, mathematics, geography and other key subjects is seen as an opportunity to


develop a future generation of individuals with a better understanding of sustainable transport


modes and their impact on daily lives, and it is planned to extend the scheme into more schools.


The newly formed Island Youth Cycling Club will support the project. This will allow any


children unable to participate in training in the school environment, or through the service


provided by the road safety unit, to still have access to formal cycle training.


Following a successful bike to school week campaign held on the dates originally planned


for a national campaign, the authority aims to increase the support for both local and national


campaigns to promote and support cycling.


N.15.6 Partners


The authority currently demonstrates strong partnership working with SUSTRANS in


developing off road cycle ways. We are keen to develop this further as a method improving


cycling and assisting with the delivery of more school links.


Cycle training
Target: To increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training by 2010/11
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 39


British Cycling “Go-Ride” scheme is the basis for the development of the training in


schools and they are currently providing dedicated training courses for Island teachers.


This has proven to be instrumental in encouraging teachers to volunteer as cycle trainers,


and the authority will continue to work closely with the organisation.


Cycling England, the new national body to plan and co-ordinate the development of cycling


across the country and a new National Standard for Cycle Training, have a clear agenda to


deliver cycle training and it is planned to work closely with this body to ensure we maximise


best practice.


N.15.7 Risks


The local authority is undergoing a period of change following a recent change of


administration. One of the key priorities for the new Council is to raise standards in


education and to minimise any risk of any impending changes. It will be vital to ensure


that there is clear communication with education and it is proposed to invite a member of


staff from education to join the Cycle Forum.


N.16 Air quality (LTP8)


LTP2 target type: Not mandatory for Isle of Wight.


Target hierarchy: 1 – Key Outcome Indicator.


N.16.1 Indicator description


Number of designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs).


N.16.2 Methodology and monitoring


Information is collected by the Council’s Environmental Health department in accordance


with DEFRA guidelines.


N.16.3 LTP1 


Target and Performance


LTP1 successfully sought to have no air quality management areas on the Isle of Wight.


N.16.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


Local Transport Authorities with designated AQMAs are required to set targets relating to


concentrations of local pollutants and mitigation work. As the Isle of Wight has no AQMAs this


is not a mandatory target. However the Council recognises the importance of local air quality


and have decided to retain the LTP1 target to have no AQMAs during the lifetime of the plan.


Target T15


• To have no designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA).
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40 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Trajectories


N.16.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council’s Engineering Services department will work with other Council departments


and appropriate agencies to ensure that pollutant levels remain within acceptable levels.


N.16.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


The location of development and traffic levels may affect this indicator. The Engineering


Services department will work with Planning colleagues to ensure that future


developments are appropriately located in order to, wherever possible, reduce the need to


travel and benefit from good public transport, walking and cycling links.


N.17 Mode share of journeys to school (LTP4)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory (to be introduced in 2006/07).


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.17.1 Indicator description


Modal share of journeys to school.


N.17.2 Methodology and monitoring


In accordance with DfT guidance dated 6th June 2005, this indicator will be introduced


later in the plan period when adequate baseline information is available. The Council will


however continue to collect data relating to the implementation and success of school


travel plans (see School Travel Plan Strategy included as an annex).


Target T16


• School travel target to be confirmed later in the plan period.


Target and trajectories to be set to reflect predicted uptake of school travel plans.


N.18 Change in area wide road traffic mileage (LTP2)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.18.1 Indicator description


Change in area wide road traffic mileage.


Year


Number


Trajectory
No designated air quality management areas
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 41


N.18.2 Methodology and monitoring


Government Guidance recommends the use of National Road Traffic Survey (NRTS) data


however research has established that the Isle of Wight only has one survey point. Due to


the lack of representative NRTS data, the Council has decided to report data provided from


the Council’s existing network of 21 permanent automatic counter sites. These sites were


also used to supply information for LTP1 and therefore historic data is readily available.


The 21 sites are:


1. Rolls Hill, Thorness.


2. Fairlee Road, Newport.


3. Whippingham Road, East Cowes.


4. Eleanors Grove, Wootton.


5. Brading Road, Rowborough.


6. Lake Hill, Lake.


7. Newport Road, Apse Heath.


8. Victoria Avenue, Shanklin.


9. Bonchurch Road, Luccombe.


10. Military Road, Freshwater.


11. Colwell Road, Totland.


12. Yarmouth Road, Shalfleet.


13. Forest Road, Newport.


14. Horsebridge Hill, Newport.


15. Blackwater Road, Newport.


16. Medina Way, Newport.


17. Briddlesford Road, Wootton.


18. Newport Road, Godshill.


19. Ashey Downs Road, Ashey.


20. Newport Road, Afton.


21. Bowcombe Road, Bowcombe.


(See survey location map in Additional Information for monitoring points).


Of the 21 sites, 11 counters are collecting data at any one time. In order to compare historic


data, the Council will report data according to the agreed LTP1 criteria i.e.: - 24 hour Tuesday


counts in: August for counters (5, 6, 8 and 9) (to monitor peak season tourism traffic) and


May, June or September for all other counters. Historic counts are detailed in previous


Annual Progress Reports.


N.18.3 LTP1 


Target


LTP1 split the Isle of Wight into 3 core strategy areas : North East Triangle (main


employment sector); Coastal Resort Area (main tourism sector) and Rural. Targets 


were set to restrict annual growth to 1%, 1% and 1.5% respectively. 
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42 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Performance


Area wide mileage increased by 11.7% between 1999 and 2003 (average of 3% per annum).


N.18.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator. 


We have recently realigned our strategic plans and objectives to promote economic lead


regeneration. Whilst this would no doubt be beneficial in terms of employment, population


and housing, it would also undoubtedly lead to an increase in the number of private and


freight vehicles on our Island roads. 


Growth experienced during LTP1


During the lifetime of LTP1, the Island experienced average housing growth of 520 units per


annum, minimal commercial property construction and economic growth, whilst area wide


traffic mileage increased by an average of 3% per annum (see Section D – paragraph D.15.1).


Predicted LTP2 growth


The Regional Spatial Strategy and Island Plan (Local Development Framework) continues


the current housing trend and plans for an additional 520 new housing units per annum


over the next 25 years. 


A recent report by Experian4 on the Island’s economy predicts that GVA5 on the Island will


see an average growth of 2.8% per annum between 2005 and 2015.


Year


Number


NE Triangle 119,910 123,083 122,086 122,781 125,913


Coastal 36,530 45,313 44,562 45,502 46,442


Rural 49,884 55,588 56,025 56,041 58,013


Total 206,324 223,984 222.673 224,324 230,368


Annual Charge


Number - 17,660 -1,311 1,651 6,044


% - 8.6 -0.6 0.7 2.7


Change


Number 24,044


% 12
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4 “The Isle of Wight Economy” Experian, October 2005, commissioned by Isle of Wight Economic Partnership


and Isle of Wight Council. For copies of the report contact IW Economic Partnership (01983) 550300.


5 GVA (Gross Value Added) - economic indicator calculated by the sum of sectorial output ownership of


dwellings, adjustment for financial services plus a statistical adjustment.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 42







P
e


rf
o


rm
a


n
c
e


 I
n


d
ic


a
to


rs


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 43


These two documents suggest that during LTP2 housing construction will continue at a


similar rate and economic growth will increase - a direct contrast to the growth experienced


during LTP1 (during which time traffic increased by an average of 3% per annum).


Minimising traffic growth


The Council are keen to minimise traffic growth whilst not inhibiting our economic growth.


Our emerging LDF core strategy is seeking to ensure that new developments are suitably


located so as to facilitate the use of public transport, walking and cycling. Our smarter choices


strategy illustrates how we can reduce peak traffic by working with employers to develop travel


initiatives, such as employee travel plans and home working. 


It is recognised that despite these initiatives, some traffic growth is inevitable. However the


Council would like to limit this growth to no more than 2.3% per annum. This is 0.7% less than


the average annual growth experienced during LTP1 under a minimal Island growth strategy.


Target T17


• To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


Trajectories


Trajectories are set on a straight line basis with 2003 as baseline.


Year


Number (thousands) 230.4 226.4 - - - - - -


Trajectory - - 231.6 236.9 242.4 248.0 253.7 259.5


Annual Change (thousands) - 5.2 5.3 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.8


Number - -


% - - 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3


2004-10 Change


Number 33,097


% 14.6
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44 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.18.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council and partners


The Council will work with the QTP and others to reduce the need to travel and to promote


the use of public transport, walking and cycling. The Island also represents an ideal car free


destination and this Plan seeks to support the Tourism Development Strategy and in particular


work in the Bay Area which will encourage travel by rail and car-free tourism.


The Council is currently compiling its Local Development Framework (LDF) which will seek


to encourage sustainable economic and housing growth in locations which reduce the need


to travel and/or benefit from good transport links (see Section D - Long Term Strategy for


more details).


N.18.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


The Council recognises the important role the car has in improving accessibility particularly


for those living in rural areas which are not currently well served by public transport and/or


those with mobility problems. These sectors of the community may not initially consider other


non-car options. The Council are working with transport operators and others in developing


services to encourage people to utilise public transport and to enable operators to offer


services that can more easily compete with the private motor car.


The Council have also recently reviewed its approach to parking and has increased parking


charges for occasional use, extended the number of car parks covered by charging and


introduced new resident only parking zones. The Council will continue to review its parking


policies during LTP2.


Change in area wide mileage
Target: To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 45


N.19 Principal road condition (BV223 – former BV96)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.19.1 Indicator description


Percentage of the Local Authority principal road network where structural maintenance


should be considered.


N.19.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data to be derived from Scanner surveys in accordance with new Best Value Performance


Indicator 223 requirements i.e.: annual surveys of 100% of network to be reported in one


direction, or 50% in both directions with roads not surveyed in one year to be surveyed the next.


N.19.3 LTP1 


Target


The LTP1 target sought to reverse the continuing deterioration in carriageway condition.


Performance


Performance was mixed primarily due to the change in survey techniques between 2003/04 


and 2004/05.


N.19.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


Road condition is an important local issue and consistently highlighted during public


consultation exercises.


The condition of local roads can maintain and increase accessibility and assist in reducing


congestion.


Target T18


• By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration in the condition of the 


principal road network. 


Year


Number 8.3 12.1 12.0 65.4


Annual Change


% - 3.8 -0.1 53.4


Change (00/01 - 04/05)


% 57.1
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46 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Trajectories


The target and trajectories are set assuming that the Council is successful with its Highway


PFI bid and that the contract commences in February 2009, with results evident in 2009/10.


N.19.5 Actions to achieve targets


Isle of Wight Council


The condition of the Island’s road network is well below standard with substantial investment


required to bring the network up to an acceptable level. The Council are currently preparing


a PFI bid to deal with this problem (see paragraphs K.5 and M.2.1).


The Council will prioritise the worst condition roads using the Council’s Pavement


Management System.


N.19.6 Risks to target delivery and risk management


The Council are planning to submit their PFI Expression of Interest in September 2006.


Should the PFI bid be unsuccessful it is unlikely that the Council will have sufficient funds


to adequately maintain our roads as required.


Year


Number (thousands) 65.4 - - - - - -


Trajectory -


With PFI - 67 68 69 70 68 65.4


Without PFI - 67 68 69 70 71 72


Annual Change with PFI


% - 1.6 1 1 1 -2 -2.6


LTP2 Change with PFI
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% Principal road network where structural maintenance should be considered
Target: By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration in the condition of the principal road network
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 47


N.20 Non principal classified road condition 
(BV224A – former BV97A)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.20.1 Indicator description


Percentage of the non-principal road network where structural maintenance should be 


considered.


N.20.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data to be derived from SCANNER surveys in accordance with new Best Value Performance


Indicator 224a requirements ie: annual surveys of 100% of B roads surveyed in one direction


and at least 10% of C roads surveyed in one direction.


N.20.3 LTP1 


Target


To reduce the 0% of local road network with >70 UKPMS structural condition index.


Performance


Performance was mixed primarily due to survey changes.


N.20.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this


indicator. Due to changes in survey mechanism Local Authorities are not required to set


targets until the 2005/06 baseline information becomes available.


Target T19


• Non-principal road condition target to be confirmed later in the plan period.


N.21 Unclassified road condition (BV224B – former BV97B)


LTP2 target type: Mandatory.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


Year


Number 45.7 46.1 63.8


Annual Change


% - 0.4 17.7


Change (00/01 - 04/05


% 18.1
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48 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.21.1 Indicator description


Percentage of the unclassified network where structural maintenance should be considered.


N.21.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data to be based upon a visual survey in accordance with new Best Value Performance Indicator


224b requirements ie: annual survey of proportion of the unclassified road network (at least


25% per annum) using either a UKPMS Coarse Visual Inspection Survey (CVI) or a more


detailed Visual Inspection Survey (DVI).


N.21.3 LTP1


Target


To reduce the 0% of local road network with >70 UKPMS structural condition index.


Performance


Performance was mixed primarily due to survey changes between 2003/04 and 2004/05.


N.21.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this


indicator. Road condition is an important local issue and consistently highlighted during


public consultation exercises.


The condition of local roads can maintain and increase accessibility and assist in reducing


congestion.


Guidance suggest that 2003/04 is used as a baseline. However the change in survey


mechanism between 2003/04 and 2004/05 has provided considerably different results with


2004/05 double that of 2003/04 (63.0% compared to 31.3%) After discussion it has been


decided that it would be more realistic to use 2004/05 as baseline.


Target T20


• By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration in the condition of the 


unclassified road network.


Year


Number 37.3 31.3 63.0


Annual Change


% - -6.0 31.7


Change (00/01 - 04/05)


% 25.7
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 49


Trajectories


The target and trajectories are set assuming that the Council is successful with its Highway


PFI bid and that the contract commences in February 2009, with results evident in 2009/10.


N.21.5 Actions and risks


Annual surveys only monitor 25% of the network and therefore annual surveys are not


comparing like for like. (See also previous Principal Road Indicator).


N.22 Footway condition (BV187)


LTP2 target type: Local.


Target hierarchy: 2 – Intermediate Outcome.


N.22.1 Indicator description


Percentage of category 1, 1a and 2 footway network where structural maintenance should 


be considered.


Year


Number 63.0 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 64.0 65.0 66.0 67.0 65.0 63.0


With PFI - 64.0 65.0 66.0 67.0 65.0 63.0


Without PFI - 64.0 65.0 66.0 67.0 68.0 69.0


Annual Change with PFI


% - 1 1 1 1 -2 -2


LTP2 Change with PFI
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Target: By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration of the unclassified road network
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50 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


N.22.2 Methodology and monitoring


Data to be based upon a visual survey in accordance with Best Value Performance Indicator


187 requirements ie: annual collection and analysis of Detailed Visual Inspection (DVI)


measurements of 50% survey of Category 1, 1a or 2 footways.


Footway categories as defined in the Code of Practice for Maintenance Management (IHT, 2001).


N.22.3 LTP1 


No comparable LTP1 indicator.


N.22.4 LTP2


Target selection and rationale 


This is a mandatory indicator and therefore all Local Authorities must report on this indicator.


Footway condition can influence peoples decision to travel on foot and can therefore increase


accessibility.


The Council were pleased to note the results of the 2004/05 survey which placed the Council


in the best value upper quartile (top 25%) for this indicator. In light of this result the Council


have set a target to maintain condition at this level or better. 


The Council has set a baseline of 2004/05 so that this indicator is in line with other


maintenance targets (even though the 2003/04 data showed a higher and therefore more


achievable baseline ie 17.6% compared to 16.5%).


Target T21


• By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration in the footway condition. 


Trajectories


The target and trajectories are set assuming that the Council is successful with its


Highway PFI bid and that the contract commences in February 2009, with results evident


in 2009/10.


Year


Number 16.5 - - - - - -


Trajectory -


With PFI - 17.5 18.5 19.5 20.5 18.5 16.5


Without PFI - 17.5 18.5 19.5 20.5 21.5 22.5


Annual Change with PFI


% - 1 1 1 1 -2 -2


LTP2 Change with PFI


% 0 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 51


N.22.5 Actions and risks


See previous Principal Road indicator.


N.23 Other indicators considered


As part of the LTP2 development process the Council, in conjunction with other


partners, have considered a number of other local indicators. The following


indicators were considered but have not been included at this time. However,


the Council may wish to re-assess the value of these indicators later in the plan


process.


N.23.1 Regeneration target


In particular GOSE suggested that, as the plan focuses on regeneration, the Council should


consider the inclusion of a regeneration based target. The Council have discussed, both


internally and with GOSE, a number of regeneration based targets but are currently unable


to identify an appropriate, specific transport/regeneration indicator. 


Shared or Local


Priority Indicator Reason Excluded


Accessibility Patronage of bus services The Isle of Wight have only a few services


not included in BV102. not included in BV102 therefore this 


indicator would have limited implications


for accessibility.


Age of bus fleet. Local bus fleet considered “relatively 


new”.


Bus service kilometres. Due to the rural and urban nature of the 


Isle of Wight this indicator has limited value


at this time. May reconsider in light of 


future accessibility planning work.


% Footway network where structural maintenance should be considered
Target: By 2010/11 to have no overall deterioration in footway condition
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52 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Shared or Local


Priority Indicator Reason Excluded


Uptake of concessionary fares. Future “free pensioner travel” will have 


major implications for indicator. “Youth 


Mover” ticket will have implications.


Ferry punctuality and reliability. Considered as plan contains similar 


indicators for other public transport modes. 


Ferries can be subject to delays and 


cancellations outside Council and operators


control (eg weather) and therefore indicator


not considered appropriate.


Location of new development. Similar LTP1 target relating to new 


residential approvals. Local Development 


Framework (LDF) Preferred Option paper 


was produced for consultation in February


2006. The LDF will require regular 


monitoring and may consider inclusion of 


joint LDF/LTP indicators later in plan period.


Regeneration. Freight on ferries. Ferry operators release annual figures on 


the number of freight vehicles travelling 


on Island ferries. Unfortunately these 


figures relate to the number of vehicles as


opposed to the size/capacity of vehicles 


and therefore cannot monitor freight 


tonnage. 


Other freight. Council looking to develop a Freight Local 


Accessibility Action Plan. This may 


generate a freight related target later in 


the plan period.


VAT registrations, GDP & GVA. The Island’s LAA monitors economic 


growth via VAT registrations, GDP (Gross 


Domestic Product) and GVA (Gross Value 


Added). These indicators could also be 


reported in the LTP but do not directly 


monitor transport and are therefore not 


considered suitable LTP indicators.


Take up of employment land. Little UDP allocated employment land still 


left undeveloped. Council currently 


working on Employment Development 


Plan Document (DPD) as part of LDF. 


Target could be considered once the DPD 


has been adopted.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section N: Performance indicators 53


Shared or Local


Priority Indicator Reason Excluded


Other LTPs? The Council have also discussed with 


GOSE how other LTPs deal with this issue.


Currently GOSE are unable to identify 


other LTPs with transport/regeneration 


targets.


Congestion. Congestion perception. Difficult to monitor and considered too 


subjective.


Travel plan coverage The Isle of Wight has a high percentage 


at key locations. of small businesses employing less that 


10 employees. Travel plans may be both 


difficult to monitor and resource intensive 


for small businesses.


Levels of walking. Difficult to monitor. LTP1 contained 


indicator based on Census walking to 


work statistics but data collection only 


every 10 years. May consider walking 


levels to key employment locations or as 


part of future school or travel plan surveys.


Attitudes and satisfaction Difficult to monitor and subjective.


of walking and cycling.


Parking – duration and New Council administration currently 


price differentials. considering parking policies.


Application of parking Local Development Framework (LDF) 


standards. Core Document to be published in late 


2006. LDF will require regular monitoring 


and may consider inclusion of joint LDF/LTP


indicator later in plan period.


Changes in peak period traffic Isle of Wight not required to report on these


flows to urban centres mandatory indicators due to current levels. 


Congestion – vehicle delay. Wider local objectives for economic 


regeneration, housing and PFI may have 


temporary/long term implications for 


indicators. May consider when timescales 


and more information available.


Road Safety. Casualties or rates for Small casualty numbers significantly 


user groups. distort figures.


Number of children killed Monitoring indicates no local correlation 


or seriously injured (KSI) between child KSIs and areas of multiple 


in disadvantaged areas. deprivation. Will continue to monitor and 


set target if appropriate.
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54 Section N: Performance indicators - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Shared or Local


Priority Indicator Reason Excluded


Asset Management. Condition of bridges. Currently have ongoing bridge 


maintenance programme based upon 


condition surveys and priority ranking 


system. Separate target not considered 


necessary.


Condition of street lighting. Currently reporting good condition of 


street lighting so not considered 


appropriate at this time.


Response time to street New BVPI measuring response times by 


lighting faults (new Best Local Authority and distribution network 


Value Indicator – BVPI215). operator. BVPI to be introduced in 2006 


and therefore may consider LTP target 


later in the plan period.


Re-cycled construction The Council have used some re-cycled 


materials. materials in road construction and 


foundations with positive benefits for the 


environment - landfill, extraction and 


money.


The Council are currently investigating life


span, safety and value for money issues 


relating to the re-use of material and may


introduce a target should these 


investigations prove positive.


Value for Money. Indicator to monitor scheme The Council have considered how to 


value for money. develop an indicator to assess scheme 


value for money. The Council’s priority 


ranking scheme currently considers need, 


links to shared priorities, impact on future


regeneration areas and partner support 


but does not factor in a cost indicator.


We have discussed, both internally and 


with external auditors, how to incorporate 


a cost factor but are currently unable to 


identify a satisfactory solution. The Council


will continue to investigate this issue and 


are planning to discuss at future SECSIG 


and Solent Transport meetings and also 


as part of benchmarking with Blackpool.
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Addendum 
 
 
 
This report is the final version of the Environmental Report for the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
of the Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan 2 (LTP 2). This report has been widely consulted upon with statutory 
consultees and the public (see Section 3.4). 


This report presents the findings of assessments undertaken of the provisional LTP 2. The SEA was 
undertaken by external consultants, WSP Environmental with additional professional advice from ENVIRON 
UK Ltd between June 2005 and March 2006.  


Following consultation on the provisional LTP 2 there were no substantial changes made to the LTP 2 that 
warranted revision of the assessments presented within this Environmental Report. However, a number of 
changes were made and these have been considered within the SEA Statement which can be found at 
www.iwight.com/transport.  


The SEA Statement is required by the SEA Directive1 (Article 9(1)) and is produced after a Plan has been 
adopted. The SEA Statement includes details of: 


� How environmental considerations have been integrated into the LTP 2;  


� How consultation responses have been taken into account;  


� The reasons for choosing the LTP 2 as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives; and 


� Finalised proposals for monitoring. 


 


Correction 


All references within this Environmental Report to the major bid at Yarmouth should read as ‘East of Yarmouth 
bid’ instead of ‘West of Yarmouth bid’.   


 
March 2006 
 
 


                                                        
1 EC Directive on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment 
(Directive 2001/42/EC) 
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1 Summary and Outcomes    


NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 


1.1 INTRODUCTION 


1.1.1 The Isle of Wight Council is currently preparing its Local Transport Plan 2 (LTP 2) which establishes 
local transport policy for the period between 2006/07 and 2010/11. A provisional LTP2 was submitted to the 
Government in July 2005 and the full plan is due in March 2006. This plan will address the shared priorities for 
transport outlined in the Department for Transport (DfT) Guidance and its objectives are as follows:  


- Increase accessibility for all;  


- Make roads safer;  


- Improve local air quality; and  


- Tackle congestion. 


1.1.2 The Isle of Wight Council have also included 3 additional objectives which are considered of local 
importance: 


- Encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity 


- Improve the local environment; 


- Ensure effective management of the highway network; 


- Achieve value for money solutions. 


1.1.3 As part of the plan making process there is a need to carry out a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) which considers the potential impacts of the plan on the environment. It does this by 
assessing the extent to which the plan will help achieve a set of objectives2 that cover a range of issues, 
including air quality, landscape, water, health and the population.  The SEA also has to satisfy the 
requirements of the EC Directive on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment (Directive 2001/42/EC) (known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive). 


 


1.2 BACKGROUND 


1.2.1 The SEA process consists of the following stages: 


- Stage A – identifying other relevant plans and programmes and environmental protection 
objectives, establishing the environmental baseline, identifying environmental problems and 
opportunities and establishing SEA objectives;  


- Stage B – deciding on the scope of the SEA, developing alternatives to plan proposals and 
consulting with environmental bodies;  


- Stage C – assessing the effects of the plan, identifying measures to reduce or mitigate negative 
effects or seize opportunities for improving environmental conditions, devise monitoring 
programme and prepare Environmental Report;  


- Stage D – consultation on the draft LTP2 and the Environmental Report;  


- Stage E – monitoring the significant effects on the environment of implementing the LTP2. 


1.2.2 An SEA Scoping Report was produced in August 2005 and consulted upon for a seven week period 
with statutory consultees3 and other stakeholders. The report was also made available on the Council’s 
website at http://www.iwight.com/. The Scoping Report set out the background information collated in Stage A 


                                                        
2 Please note that in order to achieve consistency with the Isle of Wight Core Strategy SA the objectives within the SEA Framework are 
referred to as ‘criteria’ and sub-objectives as ‘sub-criteria’. 
3 The Environment Agency, English Nature, English Heritage and the Countryside Agency. 
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that has been used within the later stages of the assessment. Consultation on the Scoping Report formed part 
of Stage B of the SEA process. 


1.3 WHAT DOES THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DO? 


1.3.1 The Environmental Report (ER) is required by the SEA Directive. The primary purpose of the ER is to 
document the findings of Stages A, B and C of the SEA process, demonstrating how environmental 
considerations are informing the plan-making process. 


1.3.2 The ER will be made available to the public for comment and will be submitted to the consultation 
bodies under The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (Statutory 
Instrument 2004 No. 1633). Copies of the ER will also be made available to additional consultees with an 
interest in the LTP2 and environmental issues.  


1.3.3 After consultation and after any significant amendments to the LTP2 have been appraised, a revised 
ER will be prepared which will document the full SEA up to the end of Stage D. This ER will be submitted to 
the Government in March 2006 with the final LTP 2. At this time a statement will also be prepared which will 
document how the consultation and the SEA have influenced the development of the LTP2. 


1.4 SEA CRITERIA, BASELINE AND CONTEXT 


1.4.1 This section of the full ER sets the context of the SEA. It discusses links to other strategies, plans 
and programmes and the environmental protection objectives therein, which have been used to develop the 
SEA Framework. It provides a characterisation of the Island, and refers to the baseline data and the likely 
evolution of the environment without the LTP 2. It discusses problems identified in the collection of baseline 
data and the key environmental issues and problems which have also been used to develop the SEA 
Framework.  


1.4.2 The SEA Framework consists of assessment criteria4, indicators and targets (where they exist). It has 
been developed from consideration of the issues emerging from the baseline data review; from the 
development of environmental objectives for the SEA including the review of other relevant programmes and 
plans, and has also been amended in light of consultation responses received on the Scoping Report to date 
and through further research with relevant Council Officers.  


1.4.3 The criteria within the SEA Framework have been used to develop worksheets and matrices for the 
assessment of the environmental effects of the provisional LTP 2. 


1.5 ALTERNATIVES 


1.5.1 The SEA is required to appraise the environmental implications of the draft Plan (provisional LTP 2) 
and reasonable alternatives.  


1.5.2 The TAG guidance for SEA (Guidance by the Department for Transport in England on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment for Transport Plans and Programmes (Transport Analysis Guidance, December 
2004)) recommends that the SEA assessments are undertaken on the Plan with and without major bids. 
Therefore the key alternatives identified are the provisional LTP 2 with the two major bids and without the two 
major bids. These bids are described within Section 8.1 of the full ER. 


1.5.3 In addition, other alternatives have been identified within the LTP 2 which constitute different ways of 
meeting the plan objectives. These are the measures set out within Section 5 of the provisional LTP 2, the Five 
Year Strategy. These measures are broken down further within Section 7 of the provisional LTP 2 which sets 
out the implementation programme of the Plan, identifying specific schemes divided into geographical areas 
(e.g. Ryde area, Bay area). Brief descriptions of the measures and the schemes are provided within Section 8 
of the full ER. 


1.6 WHAT HAS BEEN ASSESSED BY THE SEA 


1.6.1 Completed worksheets and matrices are appended to the full ER.  


                                                        
4 Please note that in order to achieve consistency with the Isle of Wight Core Strategy SA the objectives within the SEA Framework are 
referred to as ‘criteria’ and sub-objectives as ‘sub-criteria’. 
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1.6.2 The SEA has undertaken two types of analysis: compatibility analysis between the provisional LTP 2 
vision and objectives and the SEA Criteria and assessment of the potential environmental effects of bids and 
measures. 


1.6.3 The following sections of the LTP2 have been subject to compatibility tests: 


- The Long Term Vision – Four Key Priorities (Section D.9) and the Features of the Vision (Section 
D.10); and 


- The Five Year Strategy Objectives (Sections E to K). 


1.6.4 The following groups of measures have been assessed using worksheets: 


- Increasing Accessibility – possible initiatives 
- Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration – measures listed as key actions  
- Improving Road Safety and Health – key actions  
- Improving Air Quality and the Environment – list of actions 
- Tackling congestion – list of measures 
- Ensuring Effective Management – list of key actions 


1.6.5 The worksheets have also been used to assess the major bids which are: 


1. Newport accessibility bid:  


This bid aims to tackle the congestion experienced within Newport, the Island’s capital, and improve 
traffic flow within the town. The shape of the Island and location of settlements on the coast with the 
capital Newport in the centre has resulted in a road network which radiates out from Newport like the 
spokes of a wheel. Newport is also the main retail and primary employment area on the Island and 
several tourist attractions are located within the town centre or on the outskirts. Due to the traffic 
generated within the town, the draw of traffic to the town from other areas, and barriers to traffic within 
the centre such as the River Medina (which traffic can only cross at one point - Coppins Bridge), 
Newport experiences considerable congestion.  


2. West of Yarmouth major bid: 


The West of Yarmouth bid relates to coastal management and stability issues on the strategic corridor 
(A3054) to the West of Yarmouth. The A3054 is the strategic route connecting West Wight (Totland, 
Freshwater and Yarmouth) to Newport and the East of the Island. The A3054 is also the main access 
route to the Wightlink car and pedestrian ferry operating between Yarmouth and Lymington. The 
southern side of the road is lined with residential properties. Many of the Island’s roads run close to 
and alongside the coast. The section of the A3054 to the west of Yarmouth is experiencing major 
stability issues due to slumping which require urgent attention. 


This bid seeks to undertake extensive ground stabilisation and drainage works with the possibility of 
the reinforcement of the existing sea defences to allow the road to remain open.  Should the road 
collapse, or during the appropriate works, it would be necessary to close the road and implement a 
diversion between West Wight and Newport. The likely route would take traffic from Norton to 
Freshwater along a narrow road to Newport, arriving in Newport at the High Street. All ferry traffic 
would have to use this route to get to Newport and east of Island. The failure of the road scenario has 
been assessed as the ‘do nothing’ option.  


1.6.6 Finally, an assessment matrix has been used to assess the environmental implications of the 
individual schemes listed in Chapter 7 of the provisional LTP 2. Groups of schemes are proposed within 
certain areas. A matrix has been used for each group of schemes / area as follows: 


- Schemes within the Cowes / Newport / Pan area (Cowes Waterfront and Pan) 
- Schemes within the Ryde area 
- Schemes within the Bay area 
- Schemes within the Rural areas 
- Other schemes Island-wide 
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1.7 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE ANALYSIS / ASSESSMENTS 


1.7.1 The assessments of the Long Term Strategy Vision and the objectives of the Five Year Strategy have 
shown that these elements of the provisional LTP 2 are largely compatible with the SEA criteria with respect to 
improving access, improving human health and safety and improving the Island’s transport infrastructure.   


1.7.2 A few areas of potential conflict exist which are in relation to air quality, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
soil and geology, water, archaeology and cultural heritage and this conflict is either due to the potential for the 
objectives or vision to result in engineering works or to increase motorised movements across the Island. 
However, the compatibility analyses have examined each of the objectives etc individually but if these were 
more interconnected there might be more compatibility with the SEA criteria. For example, “The road 
infrastructure on the Island will be maintained to good standards, and will assist the public transport network 
using it.” potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration due to the potential effects of maintenance works. 
However, if the objective were clearly linked to an objective which at the same time aims to protect soil and 
geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and avoid adverse noise and 
vibration effects the statement would be more compatible with the SEA criteria. 


1.7.3 The assessments of the two key strategic options has shown that the ‘Plan with bids’ option is likely 
to result in significant positive impacts within Newport with respect to congestion and local air quality. The 
option is also likely to improve accessibility to services and facilities for people within Newport and for people 
travelling to Newport from across the Island. The West of Yarmouth bid should reduce the risk to people and 
property from erosion and instability and should avoid damage to the coastline or loss of amenity through 
reinforcement of the existing sea defences and by not constructing new defences. This bid will also maintain 
current levels of access (after construction) but could potentially be associated with affects on a nearby 
designated nature conservation site and the location of this road on the coast could be vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. 


1.7.4 The ‘Plan without bids’ option will result in much less significant improvements to accessibility and 
local air quality within Newport. In addition, movement across the Island would continue to be restricted at 
peak times due to congestion within Newport, without the West of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse 
impacts with respect to coastal instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails. 
Therefore, in conclusion, the ‘Plan with bids’ option is associated with more environmental benefits than the 
‘Plan without bids’ option. 


1.7.5 Assessments have been undertaken on the variety of measures and schemes proposed within the 
provisional LTP 2. The measures and schemes are themselves options for achieving the five year strategy 
objectives. These assessments have identified potential negative effects with respect to soil and geology, 
water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration. However, in line 
with the provisional LTP 2 Five Year Strategy, most of the schemes have the potential to increase travel 
choice and provide greater opportunities for walking and cycling, limit traffic growth, reduce car trips, reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases and improve air quality. Similarly, most of the schemes are also likely to 
improve access to public transport, services and facilities. Several of the schemes proposed should also 
improve the condition of the Island’s transport infrastructure, which, if the proposals include resurfacing, should 
also improve safety. Several of the schemes also present the opportunity of enhancing built heritage, such as 
through reducing traffic congestion in Newport, and rerouting HGV traffic away from town centres. 


1.7.6 Mitigation has been proposed to reduce environmental impacts and enhance proposals where 
possible. This mitigation set out in Section 9 of the full ER, should be applied to the final LTP 2 and to later 
stages of schemes i.e. when paths for extension are identified and scheme designs are developed.  


1.7.7 Mitigation measures for the sets of measures and the individual schemes are set out in the 
assessment worksheets and matrices appended to the full ER. The proposed mitigation is as follows: 


- The consideration of environmental impacts for major bids and schemes, such as the transport 
interchange improvements at Cowes and road widening schemes through Environmental Impact 
Assessment and NATA; 


- Ensure transport engineering works are undertaken in accordance with the Isle of Wight Shoreline 
Management Plan; 
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- Consult with English Nature, Environment Agency and Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group with 
respect to engineering works in instable areas; 


- Work with Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group to ensure that developments are located to reduce the 
need to travel; 


- Ensuring measures to integrate biodiversity enhancements into final scheme designs are improved 
such as native planting alongside road widening schemes; 


- Consult with Isle of Wight Council Ecology Officer to reduce impacts to biodiversity, fauna and flora;  


- Investigate the use of sustainable drainage systems to limit surface water run-off and pollution from 
roads and other transport infrastructure, such as car parks; 


- Consult with the Environment Agency with regard to flood risk; 


- Expand the discussion of environmental issues to cover a broader range of issues such as planning 
for climate change, instability, biodiversity etc within Section 5, I of the LTP 2 regarding “Improving air 
quality and the environment”; 


- Ensure that street furniture such as bus stops and cycle parking fit in with local design statements and 
enhance rather than adversely affect the streetscape, especially within Conservation Areas; 


- Ensure that infrastructure within the countryside especially within AONB, such as paths, styles, signs 
conform to the appropriate design guidance; 


- Ensure the Isle of Wight Council conservation team and AONB office are consulted with respect to 
heritage issues and effects within the AONB and Heritage Coasts; 


- Ensure that any routing of traffic avoids the AONB, Heritage Coasts, conservation areas and sensitive 
areas such as residential as far as possible; 


- Lighting technology installed should limit over-spill to protect the darkness of night-skies; 


- More detail regarding the measures to promote the use of alternatives fuels should be included within 
the LTP2; 


- Construction impacts should be considered and mitigation such as limiting surface water run-off and 
risk of pollution to watercourses and erosion; noise from engineering works;  


- Limit noise pollution through low noise surfacing, noise attenuation measures in new schemes in the 
future; and 


- Develop a LTP 2 target for the use of recycled materials within transport engineering works. 


�  


1.8 IMPLEMENTATION 


1.8.1 Indicators for measuring the environmental effects of the LTP 2 are proposed within the SEA 
framework in Appendix D of the full ER. The full monitoring strategy which will include details regarding the 
frequency of monitoring will be included within the final version of the ER.  


1.8.2 The monitoring should be based on the significant negative and positive effects identified through the 
SEA. These may change after the consultation on the ER and provisional LTP 2 is completed. The set of 
indicators used for the monitoring of the environmental effects of the LTP 2 may also change in response to 
changes to the LDF Sustainability Appraisal Framework which will continue to evolve after the LTP 2 is 
adopted.  


1.8.3 At present it is proposed that monitoring will be required for all of the SEA Criteria with the exception 
of noise and vibration which it is proposed is not a significant issue.   
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1.9 HOW TO COMMENT ON THE REPORT 


1.9.1 Information on the ongoing development of the Isle of Wight LTP2 and the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment of the LTP2 is available at: http://www.iwight.com/transport 


1.9.2 This Environmental Report documents the findings of Stages A, B and C of the Strategic 
Environmental Impact Assessment of the provisional Isle of Wight LTP2, incorporating the comments received 
on Scoping Report.  


1.9.3 With a view to ensuring that further stages in the SEA continue to address local needs and concerns, 
the Isle of Wight Council would welcome your comments on this Environmental Report. The provisional LTP2 
can be accessed on-line at: http://www.iwight.com/transport and additional comments are also welcomed on 
this document. Should you have any comments on the Environmental Report or the provisional LTP2, please 
forward them to the contact below by 23 rd January 2006:  


Miss Charlotte Westwood 
Isle of Wight Council - Engineering Services 
Enterprise House  
St Cross Business Park 
Newport 
Isle of Wight PO30 5WB 
or email to: charlotte.westwood@iow.gov.uk  


 


1.9.4 Of particular interest would be your views on the f ollowing: 


1. ARE THE ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED SOUND, FEASIBLE AND REALISTIC? SHOULD ANY 
OTHER ALTERNATIVES BE CONSIDERED? 


2. ARE THE RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ASS OCIATED WITH EACH OPTION 
ACCURATE? 


3. ARE THE MITIGATION MEASURES PROPOSED SOUND AND R EALISTIC? SHOULD ANY 
OTHER MITIGATION MEASURES BE CONSIDERED? 


4. WILL THE PROPOSED MONITORING PROGRAMME ENABLE TH E ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
TO BE MEASURED EFFECTIVELY IN THE COURSE OF THE IMP LEMENTATION OF THE LTP2?  
WILL YOU OR YOUR ORGANISATION BE ABLE TO ASSIST WIT H MONITORING, BY 
PROVIDING DATA ON THE EFFECTS OF THE LTP2 IDENTIFIE D IN THE MONITORING 
PROGRAMME?   
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2 Introduction 


2.1 ISLE OF WIGHT LTP2 


2.1.1 The Isle of Wight Council is currently preparing its Local Transport Plan 2 (LTP 2) which establishes 
local transport policy for the period between 2006/07 and 2010/11. A provisional LTP2 was submitted to the 
Government in July 2005 and the full plan is due in March 2006. This plan will address the shared priorities for 
transport outlined in the Department for Transport (DfT) Guidance and its objectives are as follows:  


- Increase accessibility for all;  


- Make roads safer;  


- Improve local air quality; and  


- Tackle congestion. 


2.1.2 The Isle of Wight Council have also included 3 additional objectives which are considered of local 
importance: 


- Encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity 


- Improve the local environment; 


- Ensure effective management of the highway network; 


- Achieve value for money solutions. 


2.1.3 The LTP2 sets out a strategy to enable the above objectives to be achieved. This strategy has been 
developed taking into account current and future problems and opportunities primarily relating to transport, and 
is set in accordance with emerging national and regional policies. 


2.1.4 Consultation on the provisional LTP2 has been carried out between June and September 2005. The 
provisional LTP2 can be accessed on-line at: http://www.iwight.com/ and as part of the consultation on the 
Environmental Report comments on the provisional LTP2 are welcomed. Details on how to comment on this 
ER can be found in Section 1.2. Any comments on the provisional LTP2 should be made in the same way. 


 


2.2 THE NEED FOR SEA 


2.2.1 The EU Directive 2001/42/EC on assessment of effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment (the ‘SEA Directive’), came into force in the UK on 20 July 2004, through the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the ‘SEA Regulations’). These regulations establish 
that Local Transport Plans of local authorities in the UK should be subjected to SEA as part of their 
development process.   


2.2.2 The purpose of carrying out SEA is established in Article 1 of the SEA Directive: ‘To provide for a 
high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations 
into the preparation and adoption of plans… with a view to promoting sustainable development, by ensuring 
that, in accordance with this Directive, an environmental assessment is carried out of certain plans… which are 
likely to have significant effects on the environment.’ 


2.2.3 Therefore the SEA of the Isle of Wight LTP2 is required to ensure that significant environmental 
effects arising from the implementation of this plan are identified, assessed, mitigated and communicated to 
decision-makers and the public.  


2.3 SEA PROCESS AND PROGRESS TO DATE 


2.3.1 Guidance on the process of SEA for Local Transport Plans in England, in accordance with the 
requirements of the SEA Directive, has been published by the Department for Transport in April 2004. A 
Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive has also been produced by the ODPM, 
the Scottish Executive, the Welsh Assembly Government and the Northern Ireland Department of the 
Environment, in September 2005.  
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2.3.2 These documents set out a process for SEA which consists of the following stages: 


- Stage A – identifying other relevant plans and programmes and environmental protection 
objectives, establishing the environmental baseline, identifying environmental problems and 
opportunities and establishing SEA objectives;  


- Stage B – deciding on the scope of the SEA, developing alternatives to plan proposals and 
consulting with environmental bodies;  


- Stage C – assessing the effects of the plan, identifying measures to reduce or mitigate negative 
effects or seize opportunities for improving environmental conditions, devise monitoring 
programme and prepare Environmental Report;  


- Stage D – consultation on the draft LTP2 and the Environmental Report;  


- Stage E – monitoring the significant effects on the environment of implementing the LTP2.  


2.3.3 The Isle of Wight Council is currently undertaking a sustainability appraisal (incorporating a strategic 
environmental assessment) of the Isle of Wight Core Strategy, the first document to be produced within the 
Local Development Framework (LDF) (or Island Plan).   


2.3.4 The Isle of Wight Council recognises the benefit of undertaking the SEA of the LTP2 in parallel with 
the sustainability appraisal (SA) of the Core Strategy. By commissioning the same consultants to undertake 
both the SA and the SEA the Council hope to achieve a significant degree of collaborative working which will 
assist in the full integration of transport and land use planning and maximise consistency between both 
processes. This is also in line with a recommendation in recently issued LTP guidance1 that the SEA 
framework of objectives and indicators should support the sustainability appraisal framework used for the LDF. 


2.3.5 The Council are working to a tight time frame in order to prepare the LTP 2 and in order to alert 
people to the SEA work being undertaken, a statement on the proposed SEA process was included within 
Annex H of the Provisional LTP2 when it was published in July when public consultation on this document 
began. Comments were specifically invited on the SEA statement. For further details on the consultation 
associated with the SEA please see Section 3 and Appendix A. 


2.3.6 An SEA Scoping Report was produced on 10 August 2005 and consulted upon with various 
consultation organisations (for further details including a list of consultees see Section 3.5). The consultation 
period for the Scoping Report ended on 30 September 2005.  


2.3.7 To date, Stages A, B and C of the SEA process above have been completed, and their findings are 
described in this Environmental Report.  


 


2.4 THIS ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 


2.4.1 This Environmental Report is the main output from the SEA process and its preparation is required 
under Article 5.1 of the SEA Directive, which states that: ‘An Environmental Report shall be prepared in which 
the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable 
alternatives taking into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or programme, are 
identified, described and evaluated.  


2.4.2 The primary purpose of this Environmental Report is to document the findings of stages A, B and C of 
the SEA process, demonstrating how environmental considerations are informing  the plan-making process 
and providing a final assessment of the environmental profile of the plan. To this end, this Environmental 
Report aims to: 


- Describe the scope and methodology adopted in the SEA; 


- Describe the extent to which the draft LTP2 promotes or conflicts with other policies, plans or 
programmes; 


- Describe significant environmental conditions of the Isle of Wight and describe their likely evolution; 


- Identify key issues and opportunities in the Isle of Wight which need to be considered in the development 
of the LTP2; 
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- Describe the SEA assessment framework;  


- Identify reasonable alternatives;  


- Describe the findings of the assessment of the environmental effects of alternatives; and 


- Propose mitigation measures and establish a programme for mitigation. 


2.4.3 This Environmental Report will be made available to the public to comment and will be submitted to 
the consultation bodies under The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
(Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 1633). Copies of the report will also be made available to additional consultees 
with an interest in the LTP2 and environmental issues.  


2.4.4 After consultation and after any significant amendments have been appraised within the LTP2, a 
revised Environmental Report will be prepared which will document the full SEA up to the end of Stage D. This 
ER will be submitted to the DfT in March 2006. At this time a statement will also be prepared which will 
document how the consultation and the SEA have influenced the development of the LTP2. 


2.4.5 This Environmental Report consists of the following further sections: 


3. Approach to the SEA - describes the scope of the SEA, assessment methodology, details of who 
carried out the SEA, consultation on the SEA, and compliance with the SEA Directive. 


4. The provisional LTP 2 - describes the objectives and content of the provisional LTP 2. 


5. SEA Criteria, Baseline and Context - discusses links to other strategies, plans and programmes, 
provides a characterisation of the Island referring to baseline data, identifies the key environmental 
issues and problems and discusses the SEA Framework. 


6. Compatibility of the Plan Objectives with the SEA Criteria - Discuses the compatibility of the 
provisional LTP 2 objectives within the SEA criteria. 


7. Analysis of Alternatives - Describes the alternatives identified for assessment. 


8. Assessment of Significant Effects - summarises the assessment of the provisional LTP 2 options and 
measures. 


9. Mitigation – sets out proposed mitigation to improve the environmental effect of the provisional LTP 2. 


10. Summary and Conclusions – summarises the findings of the assessments and analysis of the SEA 
and presents conclusions.  


11. Implementation – discuses the proposed monitoring of the environmental effects of the LTP 2. 
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3 Approach to the SEA 


3.1 SCOPE OF THE ASSESSMENT 


Geographical 


3.1.1 This SEA focused on strategies and schemes contained within the draft Isle of Wight LTP2. The 
geographical coverage of this LTP is shown in Figure 1 below and is defined by inter-tidal zone around the 
Island.  Where appropriate, this SEA also sought to consider the effects of the LTP2 on adjacent areas, 
beyond the boundaries of the Isle of Wight’s jurisdiction, in recognition of the relationship between the Isle of 
Wight and the mainland.  


Figure 1 Geographical coverage of the Isle of Wight  LTP2 and associated SEA 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Time 


3.1.2 In principle, the SEA covers the same time period of the LTP2 (i.e. 2006/07 to 2010/11) but long term 
vision included within the plan in to 2020 fits into demonstrate synergy.. However, the SEA also seeks to 
considered long term effects of the plan. For the purposes of this assessment, the long term effects are 
understood as relating to a 15-20 year period.  


 


SEA Topics and Criteria 


3.1.3 The topics and criteria covered in this SEA have firstly been identified on the basis of the 
requirements of the SEA Directive and the UK SEA Regulations, plus the objectives and sub-objectives in 
NATA (from the DfT’s Guidance on SEA for Transport Plans and Programmes). These topics and criteria have 
been used as the basis for the collection and organisation of the baseline data.  However, due to the iterative 
nature of SEA, as issues and opportunities have emerged from the baseline collection, plan appraisal and 
consultation, additional criteria were incorporated into the scope of the SEA. 


3.1.4 Table 3.1 below shows the relationship between the NATA sub-objectives, SEA topics and the 
proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA criteria which have been developed with consideration of the key issues 
emerging from the baseline collection. 
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Table 3.1: Relationship between NATA sub-objectives, SEA topics and the Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA 
criteria 


NATA Sub-objectives SEA Topic Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA 
Headline Criteria 


Noise Not specifically mentioned 
by the Directive but is 
related to human health 
and biodiversity, flora and 
fauna 


Noise and vibration 


Local air quality Air  Air quality 


Greenhouse gases Climatic factors Climatic factors 


Landscape 


Townscape 


Landscape Landscape and townscape 
(including view from the road – 
journey ambience)  


Heritage Cultural heritage including 
architectural and 
archaeological heritage 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


Biodiversity Biodiversity, flora and 
fauna 


Biodiversity, flora and fauna 


Water environment Water Water (including quality and flood 
risk)  


Physical fitness 


Accidents 


Security 


Human health Human health and safety and 
physical fitness  


 


Community severance 


Access to the transport 
system 


Population Population (including severance 
and accessibility)  


 


Not covered by NATA Soil Soil and geology 


Not covered by NATA Material assets Material assets (including 
infrastructure; aggregates; 
transport interchanges; quays, 
ports and piers; public transport 
network; footpaths and 
cycleways)  
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3.2 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 


3.2.1 The methodology adopted in this SEA was developed in line with the relevant available guidance on 
SEA procedures and assessment process, including: 


- The SEA Regulations; 


- Guidance by the Department for Transport in England on Strategic Environmental Assessment for 
Transport Plans and Programmes (Transport Analysis Guidance, December 2004); and 


- SEA Guidance issued by the ODPM – A Draft Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive (July 2004) updated by the interim note published in 2005. 


3.2.2 The tasks which fall within each of the  SEA stages are described below. 


Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establ ishing the baseline and deciding on the scope 


3.2.3 The key tasks undertaken within Stage A were: 


- Identification of other relevant plans, programmes, and environmental objectives; 


- Collection of relevant environmental baseline information and definition of the character of the area 
affected by the Plan; 


- Identification of key environmental issues; 


- Development of the SEA appraisal framework including objectives, indicators and targets; and 


- Consultation on the scope of the SEA. 


3.2.4 Each of these tasks are discussed below.    


 Identifying other relevant plans, programmes and environmental objectives 


3.2.5 The development of the LTP2 may be influenced by other plans or programmes and by external 
environmental objectives such as those laid down in policies or legislation. As a part of the baseline review, 
other relevant plans and programmes were identified and reviewed. The reviews included the identification of 
relevant environmental objectives and targets as well as highlighting potential synergies and inconsistencies 
between these documents and the SEA.  Objectives (called criteria in this SEA) for the SEA of the LTP2 were 
developed, inter alia, through reference to these documents (see ‘Developing the SEA framework’ later in this 
section). 


Collect relevant baseline information and define the character of the area 


3.2.6 Baseline data was collected for the criteria established for the SEA by the proposed SEA objectives, 
taking account of the scope set out in the SEA Regulations and incorporating the appropriate objectives / sub-
objectives from NATA.  The review of the baseline data on the current and likely future state of the 
environment attempted to establish: 


- Information on the current situation and trends where available; 


- Details of any established thresholds or targets and how the current situation relates to these; and 


- The location of any particularly sensitive or important elements of the receiving environment affected, 
including people, resources, species, habitats etc. 


Identifying key environmental issues 


3.2.7 Certain environmental issues are likely to be more significant than others on the Island. For example, 
concentrations of road traffic in the principal towns may give rise to localised amenity and severance effects. 
These issues highlighted within the SEA. The key environmental issues were identified through the following 
means: 


- Analysis of baseline data and trends; and 


- Review of relevant regional and local plans and programmes. 
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3.2.8 The identification of key environmental and sustainability issues was also assisted by a workshop 
held on 18th May on the Isle of Wight, which was undertaken for the SA of the LDF. Transport was one of the 
key issues discussed at the workshop. Responses to consultation on the LTP2, and feedback from 
stakeholder consultations during this scoping stage of the SEA also provided useful information on key 
environmental issues (for more information regarding the workshop please see Section 3.5). 


Developing the SEA framework  


3.2.9 An SEA framework to test the performance of the options within the provisional LTP2 was developed. 
This framework enabled the assessment of the strategic level plan alternatives relating to the strategy for 
transport on the Island. It has also been used to appraise the implementation plan and a series of measures 
developed for the preferred transport strategy. 


3.2.10 The development of the framework began with the identification of a set of appraisal criteria based 
on: 


- The topics required by the SEA Directive and UK SEA regulations; 


- The objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy; 


- The relevant objectives / sub-objectives of NATA; 


- The shared priorities agreed between the ODPM and the Local Government Association in 2001; 


- The Public Service Agreement (PSA) targets and core national indicators for transport; and 


- The issues emerging from the environmental baseline review, consultation and the SA Framework 
developed for the LDF.  


3.2.11 The criteria were refined further through the consultation on the Scoping Report and further research 
including consultation with various Council Officers and the consultation bodies. The SEA criteria have been 
used to test the LTP2 and will also be used for monitoring the implementation of the LTP2, in future stages of 
this SEA.  


Consulting on the scope of the SEA 


3.2.12 The Scoping Report was sent to the SEA statutory consultation bodies and neighbouring local 
authorities, and their views on the following specific issues were sought: 


- The broad scope of the SEA and whether it is appropriate to the LTP2; 


- The Plans and programmes relevant to the LTP2; 


- The baseline data including it’s appropriateness, accuracy, and key environmental issues identified; 


- The appraisal criteria and indicators within the draft SEA framework; 


- The proposed SEA matrix; and 


- The proposed structure of the ER. 


 


Stage B: Developing and refining options and apprai sing the effects of the plan 


3.2.13 The following activities were carried out: 


- Testing the plan objectives against the SEA Framework; 


- Identifying and refining options; 


- Predicting and assessing environmental effects of strategy options;  


- Identifying mitigation measures; and  


- Developing proposals for monitoring. 


3.2.14 These tasks are discussed in turn below 


Testing the plan objectives against the SEA framework 
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3.2.15 The ODPM guidance recommends undertaking a compatibility test between the appraisal framework 
and the plan objectives.  The objectives of the LTP2 will set out what it is aiming to achieve. The LTP2 Long 
Term Strategy and Five Year Strategy objectives were tested against the SEA Framework for compatibility, to 
identify where tensions exist between objectives/criteria. This test also helped to highlight inconsistencies 
between the LTP2 objectives themselves. The test helped refine the LTP2 objectives and well as help identify 
alternatives for achieving the plan objectives. 


� Developing and refining options 


3.2.16 Examining alternatives aimed to ensure that the plan’s likely significant environmental effects are 
addressed and minimised during the preparation of the plan. It also assisted in explaining to decision-makers 
and consultees why the strategies and measures under consideration (and not others) are being put forward. 
The Isle of Wight Council considered a number of options during the development of LTP2 particularly in 
relation to the programme of measures in the proposed 5 year programme.  The environmental effects of 
these options were considered as part of the SEA. 


� Predicting and assessing the effects of the plan, including plan options 


3.2.17 The effects of the policies and measures of the LTP2 and its potential alternatives were predicted and 
assessed. The assessment of effects included consideration of secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects 
and their significance. The assessment matrices and worksheets, which have been used for the appraisal of 
different elements of the LTP2, are presented within Appendix E and the findings summarised within Section 8 
of this Environmental Report.  


� Mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects 


3.2.18 Where a significant adverse effect is likely to occur, measures were considered to prevent, reduce or 
offset these effects. Opportunities to enhance the environmental effect of measures / options have also been 
identified. Proposed mitigation is included within the assessment worksheets and matrices in Appendix E and 
in Section 9 of this Environmental Report. 


� Developing proposals for monitoring 


3.2.19 Decisions on what to monitor and how to do this were considered. As the appraisal framework for the 
SEA of the LTP2 will compliment that of the SA of the LDF, it is intended that the monitoring of the LTP2 and 
the LDF (Island Plan) could be run in parallel in order to streamline the monitoring which the Isle of Wight 
Council is required to undertake.  


3.2.20 The proposed monitoring programme is discussed in Section 11 of this Environmental Report. It 
should be noted that the monitoring programme is subject to revision in the future as additional data may 
become available and to respond to changes made to the framework and monitoring programme associated 
with the LDF (Island Plan) Sustainability Appraisal as it progresses. 


 


Stage C: Preparation of the Environmental Report (E R) 


3.2.21 Stage C involved the documentation of the appraisal process in this Environmental Report. This 
Environmental Report was prepared to allow for public consultation during the same period as the consultation 
on the provisional Local Transport Plan 2. 


 


3.2.22 Future stages in this SEA can be divided into the following stages: 


- Stage D – Consulting on the LTP2 and the ER 


- Stage E – Monitoring the implementation of the LTP2 


3.2.23 The tasks associated with each of the future stages of the SEA are described below. 


 


Stage D: Consulting on the plan and the ER 


3.2.24 Stage D consists of the following tasks: 
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- Consulting with the public and consultation bodies on the ER alongside the plan; 


- Appraising any significant changes to the plan; 


- Decision making and providing information. 


Consulting with the public and consultation bodies on the ER alongside the plan 


The ER must be made available to the public and the consultation bodies and they must be given an early and 
effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to express their opinion on the draft LTP2 and the 
accompanying ER before adoption of the LTP2.  Details of how to view a copy of the provisional LTP 2 can be 
found within Section 1. Comments on the LTP 2 will be received by the Council throughout the period of 
consultation on the ER. The Council has also planned a series of stakeholder workshops during this period at 
the end of 2005 to discuss the results of accessibility modelling and the SEA stages to date. The final version 
of the LTP 2 will be amended taking into consideration the results of consultation on both the provisional LTP 2 
and the SEA.  


Appraising any significant changes to the plan 


3.2.25 Any significant changes made to the LTP2 following consultation will require environmental appraisal 
and the final ER will need to be amended as necessary to reflect any changes. 


Decision making and providing information 


3.2.26 The information in the ER and the responses from consultation should be taken into account during 
the preparation of the LTP2 and before the final decision is taken to adopt it. A final SEA Statement should be 
prepared which sets out: 


- Any changes to or deletions from the plan in response to the information in the ER; 


- Ways in which responses to consultation have been taken into account; 


- Reasons for choosing the plan as adopted, and why other reasonable alternatives were rejected; and 


- Confirmation of monitoring measures, which could have been modified in light of consultation 
responses. 


3.2.27 The final SEA Statement should be made available to the consultation bodies and the public. The 
public and other consultees should be informed and given access to the plan once it has been adopted.  


   


Stage E: Monitoring implementation of the plan  


3.2.28 Stage E involves the following tasks and takes place after the adoption of the plan: 


- Monitoring the significant effects of the plan; and 


- Responding to adverse effects. 


3.2.29 Monitoring allows significant environmental effects of the plan’s implementation to be identified and 
dealt with early on. It allows the actual effects of the plan to be tested against those predicted in the SEA and 
can provide baseline data for future plans. As mentioned above, there is an opportunity to integrate the 
monitoring strategies for the SEA of the LTP and the SA of the LDF. 


3.2.30 The SEA Directive states that monitoring must enable appropriate remedial action to be taken. The 
monitoring strategy proposed within the ER will be developed to include a mechanism or framework to trigger 
remedial action if and when required. The Council has adopted an approach to the local transport plan which 
allows sections of the LTP 2 to be reviewed as necessary, such as in light of the emerging LDF (Island Plan), 
without undertaking a full review process. 
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3.3 WHO HAS CARRIED OUT THE SEA 


3.3.1 So far, the SEA has been undertaken by independent environmental consultants; WSP 
Environmental in partnership with ENVIRON UK Ltd, who have worked closely with the Transport Planning 
Team at the Isle of Wight Council. 


3.3.2 The consultants have extensive expertise in: sustainability appraisal; strategic environmental 
assessment; social and socio-economic aspects of sustainable development; stakeholder involvement and 
consultation and environmental impact assessment across a wide spectrum of local, regional, national and 
international projects.   


3.3.3 The consultants are also currently involved in the SEA/Sustainability Appraisal for the Isle of Wight 
Core Strategy as part of a consultancy team lead by GVA Grimley. The consultants’ involvement in the Core 
Strategy sustainability work has provided benefits with respect to establishing a common baseline on which to 
base the assessments within both projects and the parallel development of the SEA and SA Frameworks. It 
has also allowed liaison with statutory consultees on both SEA and SA projects and all of these factors has 
allowed a fuller understanding of the over-laps between transport sustainability and land use planning.  


3.3.4 The consultants have undertaken all of the assessments within this SEA in consultation with the 
Transport Planning Team at the Council. The consultants have provided a high level of independence to 
assessments and the SEA as a whole.  


 


3.4 CONSULTATION  


3.4.1 Consultation on the SEA needs to be undertaken in order to comply with the requirements of the SEA 
Directive and the UK SEA Regulations as well as to ensure that a robust assessment is carried out.  


3.4.2 The Regulations require that consultation is carried out on the scope of the ER and the draft ER itself. 
The statutory consultees (see Table 3.2) should be consulted on the scope and level of detail of the ER prior to 
undertaking the assessment. Both the statutory consultees and “the public consultees” should also be allowed 
to express opinion on the draft ER at the same time that the draft plan is available. The public consultees are 
described in Regulation 13 (2)(b) as “the persons who, in the authority’s opinion, are affected or likely to be 
affected by, or have an interest in the decisions involved in the assessment and adoption of the plan or 
programme concerned, required under the SEA Directive”. 


3.4.3 The consultation on the SEA has been undertaken at three key levels: 


- The Isle of Wight Council chose to include an interim statement on the SEA within the appendix of 
the LTP2 which was submitted to the DfT in July 2005 and invited comment on the LTP process, 
and the approach to the SEA by inviting comment on the statement. The provisional LTP2 has 
been distributed to nearly 350 stakeholders on the Island and on the mainland. Additional copies 
are also available in all Island schools and the Isle of Wight College; in all libraries on the Island, 
including the mobile library; and at Council customer information points. The LTP2 is also posted 
on the Council’s website which can be found at: http://www.iwight.com/. 


- Consultation on the scope of the assessment with the statutory consultees (see Table 3.2). A 
statutory 5 week response period is required for the statutory consultees have to respond 
regarding the scope and level of detail of the assessment. (Regulation 12(6)).  The Isle of Wight 
Council also consulted on the SEA Scoping Report with the neighbouring authorities of Hampshire 
County Council, Southampton City Council and Portsmouth City Council; the Department for 
Transport (DfT); the Government Office for the South East (GOSE); the South East England 
Regional Assembly (SEERA); the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA); The 
Highways Agency plus other stakeholders including utility companies, the Isle of Wight Healthcare 
NHS Trust and the Civil Aviation Authority (see Table 3.2). 


- Consultation with “the public consultees” and the statutory consultees on the draft ER along with 
the draft LTP2 (this document). The ER will be sent to the organisations listed within Table 3.1 
(with the exception of Transco and the Highways Agency) and will be made available to the public 
at all Council libraries and Information Points. A notice will be posted within the Isle of Wight 
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County Press to advertise the public consultation and communicate how the Draft ER can be 
accessed. For information regarding how to comment on this draft ER please see Section 1. 


-  


3.4.4 Table 3.2 lists the organisations consulted on the Scoping Report along with their responses. 
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Table 3.2: Scoping Report Consultees 


Stakeholder Responsibility Response  


English Nature SEA statutory consultee.  English Nature can provide advice on a wide range of topics in relation 
to the natural environment, (terrestrial, urban and marine) and will normally give particular 
attention to biodiversity, fauna, flora and where relevant, to the factors affecting soil, water, 
landscape and material assets (taken to include geological interests) which are necessary to 
support these environmental features. English Nature can provide information on designated sites 
– Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Nature Reserves (NNR), Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas for Birds (SPA), and sites listed under the Ramsar 
Convention. This information includes their designated features, assessments of condition, and 
Operations Likely to Damage. 


See Appendix A for summary 
of comments received and 
response from the Council 


The Heritage Buildings and 
Monuments Commission for 
England (English Heritage) 


SEA statutory consultee.  English Heritage can provide advice on matters relating to the historic 
environment, elements of cultural heritage and historic landscapes. They hold information on 
scheduled monuments, listed buildings, historic parks and gardens and historic battlefields. 


See Appendix A for summary 
of comments received and 
response from the Council 


Environment Agency SEA statutory consultee.  The Environment Agency can provide advice on a wide range of 
topics, in particular on soil, waste, contaminated land, water quality and resources, air, climatic 
factors (including strategic flood risks) and biodiversity, including flora and fauna associated with 
the aquatic environment, but also in some cases on material assets including Agency 
infrastructure, cultural heritage and landscape. 


See Appendix A for summary 
of comments received and 
response from the Council 


Countryside Agency SEA statutory consultee.  The Countryside Agency can provide advice on cultural heritage and 
landscape features and where relevant may give attention to related biodiversity, water, and 
climatic factors related to these features. 


No response received to date. 
Contacted in September and 
October 2005 to chase 
response. 


Highways Agency The Highways Agency is an executive agency of the Department for Transport (DfT). The Highways 
Agency maintains, operates and improves the network of trunk roads and motorways in England on 
behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport. 


Verbal communication received 
from the Agency stating that 
the Island does not contain 
roads which are part of the 
network covered by the 
Highways Agency and 
therefore the SEA is not 
applicable to the work of the 
Agency.  


Government Office for the South Official government office bringing together the regional operations of the Departments for No response received to date 
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Stakeholder Responsibility Response  


East (GOSE) Education and Skills; Work and Pensions; Trade and Industry Office of the Deputy Prime Minister; 
Department for Transport; Department of the Environment; Food and Rural Affairs; Home Office; 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport; Cabinet Office; and the Department of Health, 


South East England Regional 
Assembly (SEERA) 


The Assembly has responsibilities in the three key areas of advocacy, accountability and regional 
planning for the South East. 


No response received to date 


South East England Development 
Agency (SEEDA) 


The Regional Development Agency for the South East is responsible for the sustainable 
economic development and regeneration of the South East of England. 


No response received to date 


Hampshire County Council 
Environment and Planning 
Department  


A neighbouring county authority. The Environment and Planning Department deals with waste 
and recycling, climate change, planning, travel and transport in the county, rural services, material 
resources strategy, water strategy and landscape strategy as well as urban living initiatives. 


No response received to date 


Portsmouth City Council  A neighbouring authority, with particular transport links to the Island. No response received to date 


Southampton City Council A neighbouring authority, with particular transport links to the Island. No response received to date 


Equal Opportunities Commission The Equal Opportunities Commission is the leading agency working to eliminate sex 
discrimination in 21st Century Britain. 


No response received to date 


Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) The CAA is the UK's independent aviation regulator, with all civil aviation regulatory functions 
(economic regulation, airspace policy, safety regulation and consumer protection) 


No response received to date 


Southern Water Utilities provider to the Island No response received to date 


Transco Pipeline provider to the Island Returned the Scoping Report 
and declined to comment  


British Telecom Utilities provider to the Island No response received to date 


Scottish & Southern Power Utilities provider to the Island No response received to date 


British Gas Utilities provider to the Island No response received to date  


Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Trust The Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Trust helps deliver local health care services on the Island. 
This Trust is responsible for running St Mary’s Hospital in Newport as well as 27 other sites on the 
Island including health centres, clinics, and outpatient services. 


No response received to date 
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3.4.5 Summaries of the comments received on the Scoping Report with responses from the Council are 
included within Appendix A.  


3.4.6 Due to the poor response to the Scoping Report consultation exercise, information received through 
the Core Strategy Scoping Report consultation exercise has been used to further develop the SEA Framework 
and improve the baseline data where appropriate.  


3.4.7 In addition to the above consultation, the SEA of the LTP has drawn upon a workshop undertaken on 
the 18th May 2005 in Newport, Isle of Wight as part of the SA of the development of the LDF Core Strategy. 
The workshop was attended by the Isle of Wight Core Strategy project team consisting of Isle of Wight Council 
Officers and external consultants, as well as a number of other key Council Officers.  The attendees of the 
workshop are shown in Table 3.3.  


3.4.8 At the workshop the key sustainability issues and proposed criteria for the SA were discussed and 
refined. This discussion involved consideration of transport issues, the LTP, transport impacts and the 
environmental issues associated with transportation.   


Table 3.3: Workshop Attendees 


Name Organisation Role 


Ashley Curzon Isle of Wight Council Planning Policy Manager 


Wendy Perera Isle of Wight Council Principal Planning Officer, Policy 
Research 


Chris Mills Isle of Wight Council Trainee Planning Officer, Policy 


Dawn Cooper Isle of Wight Council Trainee Planning Officer, Policy 


Dave Moore Isle of Wight Council Planning Policy Team Leader 


Chris Wells Isle of Wight Council Team Leader, Transport Policy  


Matthew Chatfield Isle of Wight Council Countryside Services Manager 


Jim Fawcett Isle of Wight Council Local Agenda21 Officer 


Dr Colin Pope Isle of Wight Council Senior Ecology Officer 


Mike Taylor GVA Grimley  Planning Consultant 


Chris Hall GVA Grimley  Planning Consultant 


Claire McArthur GVA Grimley  Planning Consultant 


Caroline Stutt GVA Grimley  Planning Consultant 


Tim Cuthbert MVA Transport Consultant 


Ian Newton Hylands Edgar Driver   Landscape and urban design 
Consultant 


Vicky Piggott WSP Environmental (facilitator) SEA/SA Consultant 


Johanna Curran ENVIRON (facilitator) SEA/SA Consultant 
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3.5 COMPLIANCE WITH THE SEA DIRECTIVE/REGULATIONS 


3.5.1 This section sets out the requirements of the UK Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004 (Statutory Instrument No. 1633 – UK SEA regulations) which is the mechanism 
by which the EC Directive on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment (Directive 2001/42/EC) (SEA Directive) was transposed into law in the UK.  


3.5.2 As the Responsible Authority for the LTP2, and in accordance with Regulation 9 of the UK SEA 
Regulations, the Isle of Wight Council has undertaken to carry out an SEA of the LTP2. 


3.5.3 Table 3.4 below presents the requirements of the SEA Regulations and the Section of the ER which 
addresses each requirement in order to demonstrate that this SEA is meeting the appropriate requirements. 


 


Table3.4: Requirements of the SEA Directive 


Requirements of the SEA Directive Section of the 
Environmental Report  


Preparation of an environmental report in which the likely significant effects on the 
environment of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives 
taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the plan or 
programme, are identified, described and evaluated. The information to be given is: 


a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan 
or programme and relationship with other relevant plans 
and programmes 


Sections 4, 5.2 and 
Appendix B 


b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution without 
implementation of the plan or programme 


Sections 5.3, 5.4, and 
Appendix C 


c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected 


Section 5.3 and Appendix 
C 


d) Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan or programme including, in 
particular, those relating to any areas of a particular 
environmental importance, such as areas designated 
pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC 


Section 5.6 and Appendix 
C 


e) The environmental protection objectives established 
at international, community or national level which are 
relevant to the plan or programme and the way those 
objectives and any environmental considerations have 
been taken into account during its preparation 


Sections 5.2, 5.7 and 
Appendix D  


f) The likely significant effects on the environment, 
including: short, medium and long term; permanent and 
temporary; positive and negative; secondary, cumulative 
and synergistic effects on issues such as: biodiversity, 
population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, 
climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage 
including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship between the above 
factors 


Appendix E 


g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as 
fully as possible, offset any significant adverse effects 
on the environment of implementing the plan or 
programme 


Section 9 and Appendix E 
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h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives 
dealt with and a description of how the assessment was 
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in 
compiling the required information 


Sections 5.7, 6 and 7 and 
Appendix E  


i) A description of measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring (in accordance with regulation 17) 


Section 11 


j) A non-technical summary of the information provided 
under the above headings 


Section 1 


Consultation with: 


Authorities with environmental responsibility when 
deciding on the scope and level of detail of the 
information to be included in the environment report 


Section 3.4 


Authorities with environmental responsibility and the 
public to be given an early and effective opportunity 
within appropriate time frames to express their opinion 
on the draft plan and accompanying environmental 
report before its adoption 


Section 3.4 


Other EU Member States, where the implementation of 
the plan or programme is likely to have significant 
effects on the environment of that country 


The Council has not 
identified that the Isle of 
Wight provisional LTP 2 
will have any international 
transboundary 
implications. 


Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in 
decision making 


Provision of information on the decision: When the plan 
or programme is adopted the public and any countries 
consulted must be informed and the following made 
available:  


• The plan or programme as adopted  


• A statement summarising how environmental 
considerations have been integrated into the plan or 
programme in accordance with the requirements of the 
legislation  


• The measures decided concerning monitoring  


To be addressed in future 
stages 


Monitoring of the environmental effects of the plan or 
programmes implementation must be undertaken 


To be addressed in future 
stages 
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4 The Provisional LTP 2 


4.1 INTRODUCTION 


4.1.1 This section provides detail on the objectives and content of the provisional LTP 2.  


4.1.2 The role of the LTP 2 is to set out how the Isle of Wight Council proposes to deal with transport 
issues in its area. It must set out a long term transport vision and five-year strategy and explain what measures 
it proposes to put in place, how much measures will cost and how achievement of the measures will be 
monitored over the Plan period. The LTP 2 is the second Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan and will run from 
2006 to 2011. 


 
4.2 PROVISIONAL LTP 2 OBJECTIVES AND OUTLINE OF CONTENTS 


4.2.1 The objectives of the provisional LTP 2 Five Year Strategy are based upon the LGA Shared Priorities 
and are as follows:  


- To increase accessibility for all. 


- To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity. 


- To make Island roads safer. 


- To improve local air quality and the environment. 


- To tackle congestion. 


- To ensure effective management of the highway network. 


- To achieve value for money solutions. 


 


4.2.2 The targets contained within the provisional LTP2 are: 


- T1 By 2010/11, to achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys based on 2003/04 levels. 


- T2 To achieve 90% bus punctuality by 2014/15. 


- T3 By 2009/10, to increase to 65% the percentage of people satisfied with local bus services.  


- T4 By 2010/11, to achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys based on 1999/2000 levels 


- T5 To maintain train punctuality at 96.5% or better 


- T6 To maintain train reliability at 99% or better 


- T7 By 2010, to achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys based on 2004 levels. 


- T8 By 2005/06, to increase cycling tips to 243,700 and maintain at this level. 


- T9 By 2010/11, to achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled. 


- T10 Accessibility Target(s) - to be confirmed March 2006. 


- T11 By 2010, to achieve a 40% reduction in people killed or seriously injured on Island roads based 
on the 1994-98 average. 


- T12 By 2010, to achieve a 50% reduction in children killed or seriously injured on Island roads based 
on the 1994-98 average. 


- T13 By 2010, to achieve a 5% reduction in slight casualties on Island roads based on the 2001-04 
average. 


- T14 By 2010/11, to increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training.   


- T15 To have no designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA). 
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- T16 Modal share of journeys to school – to be confirmed March 2006. 


- T17 Travel plan coverage – to be confirmed March 2006. 


- T18 To restrict traffic growth to 3% per annum. 


- T19 By 2007/08 to reduce to 60% the percentage of the local authority principal road network where 
structural maintenance should be considered and to maintain at this level until 2010/11.  


- T20 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed when 2005/06 baseline data available. 


- T21 By 2005/06, to reduce to 50% the percentage of the unclassified network where structural 
maintenance should be considered and to maintain at this level until 2010/11. 


- T22 By 2010/11, to have no overall deterioration in the condition of footway condition compared to 
2003/04 levels. 


 


4.2.3 The provisional LTP 2 contains an Executive Summary and the main body of the document is divided 
into the following sections: 


1. Introduction 


2. Transport and the Wider Context 


3. Transport Issues and Opportunities 


4. Long Term Strategy 


5. The Five Year Strategy 


6. Performance Indicators 


7. Implementation Programme 


8. Major Bids 


9. Additional Information 


 


4.2.4 In addition the provisional LTP 2 is accompanied by a number of annexes which are as follows: 


A. Bus Strategy 


B. Bus Information Strategy 


C. Rail Strategy 


D. Active Transport – “Smarter Choices” 


E. Rights of Way Improvement Plan 


F. School Improvement Plan 


G. School Travel Action Plan 


H. Road Safety Plan 


I. Strategic Environmental Assessment 


 


4.2.5 It should be noted that further work on accessibility on the Island is currently being undertaken by the 
Council using accessibility modelling software. This software was not made available to the Council by the 
Department of Transport before the provisional LTP 2 was produced in July 2005 and therefore the provisional 
LTP 2 does not thoroughly address accessibility of certain services and facilities such as education, 
employment, and leisure facilities to places where people live on the Island. The results of the accessibility 
modelling have not yet been available for incorporation into the SEA baseline.  
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4.2.6 The Council will be undertaking a series of stakeholder workshops at which to discuss accessibility 
issues and the results of the accessibility modelling at the end of 2005.  
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5 SEA Criteria, Baseline and Context 


5.1 INTRODUCTION 


5.1.1 This section sets the context of the SEA. It discusses links to other strategies, plans and programmes 
and the environmental protection objectives therein, which have been used to develop the SEA Framework. It 
provides a characterisation of the Island, refers to the baseline data provided within Appendix C, discusses 
problems identified in the collection of baseline data and the key environmental issues and problems which 
have also been used to develop the SEA Framework.  


5.1.2 At the end of the section the SEA Framework is discussed which contains criteria (objectives) and 
indicators. The SEA Framework has been used to assess the environmental effects of the provisional LTP 2 
and after adoption of the Plan will be used as the basis of the monitoring of environmental effects of the LTP 2.  


 


5.2 LINKS TO OTHER STRATEGIES, PLANS AND PROGRAMMES AND SUSTAINABILITY 


OBJECTIVES 


5.2.1 This section discusses the relevant international, national, regional and local plans and programmes 
which could influence the Local Transport Plan 2. Some of these documents have provided environmental 
baseline data and these are referenced within the baseline summary presented in Appendix C.   


5.2.2  The documents listed in Appendix B have been reviewed, and the key aims and objectives of the 
document are also included within a table within Appendix B. The key aims, objectives and indicators from the 
international, national, regional and local documents, have, where relevant, been incorporated into the SEA 
Framework (presented in Appendix D).  


5.2.3 Each document has been allocated a number. These numbers have been used in the SEA 
Framework as references. The SEA Framework is discussed within Section 5.7.  


5.2.4 In brief, the LTP is influenced by a number of key regional documents and is required to reflect 
regional policy. The adopted Regional Transport Strategy (SEERA, 2004) calls for the management and 
investment in transport infrastructure, fostering improvements to public transport, ensuring mobility and 
accessibility, encouraging the use of travel plans, facilitating modal-interchanges and delivering transport 
through a partnership approach. The Regional Transport Strategy recognises Ryde Interchange as a transport 
‘spoke’. Other key policy documents which have an important bearing on the LTP include the Regional 
Economic Strategy (SEEDA, 2002) which identifies the south east as a gateway to Europe and the rest of the 
world, and the emerging South East Plan which builds upon the policies of the Regional Transport Strategy.  


 


5.3 DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDY AREA AND THE  


ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE 


5.3.1 This section provides a characterisation of the Isle of Wight; sets the context and summarises some 
of the key issues facing the Island and the LTP 2. 


5.3.2  Detailed baseline data has been collected under each of the SEA Topics listed in Table 3.1. This 
data has been updated in light of consultation responses on the Scoping Report and is presented in Appendix 
C. As well as baseline data, Appendix C presents trends where data is available, data gaps and issues and 
problems identified through the baseline review. 


5.3.3 The text below provides a characterisation of the Island which draws upon the baseline data in 
Appendix C. 


5.3.4 The Isle of Wight is located south of the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton and separated from 
the mainland by the stretch of water known as the Solent, which is approximately 5km (3miles) wide.  The 
Island is roughly diamond shape and measures approximately 13miles (21km) north to south and 23miles 
(37km) west to east.  The total land area is 38,014 ha (approximately 146 square miles). 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  27 


 


5.3.5 The Island has a 492 mile (791.8km) road network, set in a landscape of which half is designated an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Its 517-mile (827km) network of public rights of way provides urban links 
and allows easy foot and cycle access into the countryside.  The key roads and settlements on the Island are 
shown in Figure 5.1. 


Figure 5.1 Isle of Wight Key Roads and Settlements 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


5.3.6  The Island is unusually rich in species and habitats, compared to other similar areas on the 
mainland.  The chalk grasslands, maritime cliffs and slopes and estuaries are particularly important, not only in 
regional context, but also on a national and international scale. For example, the Island has more than 10% of 
the South East Regions chalk grassland and has some of the best examples of undeveloped estuaries in the 
South-East region. 


5.3.7 Much of the Island is covered by nature conservation and other designations: 


- Over half of the Island is designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); 


- About a third of the Island’s coastline (34 km) is designated as Heritage Coast; 


- Sites Internationally important for nature conservation include Ramsar Sites - 1,620 ha / 4.26% of the 
Island; Special Areas of Conservation- 22,330 ha / % n/a (some of the SAC is sub-tidal);  Special 
Protection Areas – 1,736 ha / 4.57% of the Island; 


- Sites nationally important for nature conservation include: Sites of Special Scientific Interest - 4,220 
ha / 11.1% of the Island; and National Nature Reserves – 286 ha / 0.75% of the Island; and 


- Sites locally important for nature conservation: Local Nature Reserves - 79 ha / 0.21% of the Island 
and Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) – 4,295 ha / 11.3% of the Island. 


5.3.8 The Island’s historic environment is one of the most varied and important in England with features 
ranging from evidence of Roman settlement e.g. Brading Roman Villa; Queen Victoria’s favourite residence, 
Osborne House; threats of invasion over the centuries from such sources as the Danes and the Spanish; 
connections with Henry VIII, Charles I and Alfred Lord Tennison, as well as a significant maritime heritage 
including numerous sites of shipwrecks off the Island’s coast.   


5.3.9 There are a number of monuments on the Island which currently have legal protection; scheduled 
ancient monuments (203) and ancient monuments (60); as well as listed buildings (31 Grade 1, 59 Grade II*, 
1,820Grade II), 8 historic parks and gardens designated by English Heritage and 27 other parks and gardens 
identified at the local level as having historic significance; plus many of the towns and villages have 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  28 


 


Conservation Area status, which seek to retain the character of the built and architectural heritage of the 
Island.  


5.3.10 With respect to the economy, the Island has been severely hit by the general trend of a shrinking 
industrial sector. Industries located on the Island are subject to overheads associated with transportation of 
goods across the Solent. However, whilst some industries have recently declined, there are others that are 
growing. The Isle of Wight economy may currently be characterised by a number of issues, including:  


- A decline in heavy industry; 


- Inconsistent, and highly seasonal tourist trade; 


- A growth in new technological industries including companies such as Vestas, SP Systems and GKN;   


- More traditional small-scale industries such as Ratsey and Lapthorn sailmakers; 


- Relatively high unemployment in the 19-24 age group. 


5.3.11 The Island has the lowest gross domestic product (GDP) per head in the South East region and, at 
County level, the Island ranks 6th in the UK. Challenges that have important social implications on the Island 
include: 


- Wages on the Island are on average 22% below the national average, and 26% below regional 
average; 


- A reliance on seasonal and part-time work in tourism services with lengthy spells of unemployment; 


- A higher than average proportion of young single parents; 


- A high proportion of retired people with relatively low  incomes; 


- Access to education for those living in rural areas is often not possible by public transport; and 


5.3.12 There are concentrations of second homes/holiday accommodation in coastal areas of the Island. 
Latest figures for June 2005 indicate there are approximately 3,395 second homes on the Island. 


5.3.13 Transport is one of the most important issues for any community but for Island communities it 
assumes an even greater significance, as freedom of movement to the wider, mainland community is 
constrained by physical separation.  


5.3.14 Transportation issues can be broken down into a number of key areas: 


- Accessibility (particularly in rural areas) and cost and availability of transport; 


- Congestion in Newport, air quality and the environmental impact of transport on the Island, both urban 
and rural areas; and 


- Access to and from the mainland and cost of cross-Solent travel. 


5.3.15 Transport planning and spatial planning are closely linked and issues identified as a part of the 
Island Plan Core Strategy will also need to be considered in the development of the LTP 2. Key spatial 
planning issues identified on the Island include: 


- The current requirement to provide 500 new homes per annum (as required in Regional Planning 
Guidance 9 which is currently under review); 


- The protection of the rural environment and areas important for nature conservation; 


- The encouragement of development on brownfield land; 


- Improving linkages to the mainland in physical and technological terms; and 


- At the same time seeking to maintain the character of the Island and its constituent parts. 


5.4 FUTURE BASELINE 


5.4.1 As mentioned above, as a part of the review of baseline data, information on trends has been 
collected where possible. The information is presented under each SEA topic within Appendix C.  
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1.1.1 The environment is constantly changing as a result of natural processes and impacts from a variety of 
sources. Therefore, in order to identify and assess the actual effects of the LTP2, the likely changes to the 
environment resulting from natural processes and impacts not associated with transport need to be 
considered. 


5.4.2 To this end, it was assumed that the environment would continue to evolve in line with current trends, 
identified through the baseline review presented in Appendix C. This information regarding trends has allowed 
the evolution of the baseline to be extrapolated into the future. It is assumed that this future baseline would 
occur if the LTP 2 did not exist. 


5.4.3 The information on trends has provided a basis against which the effects of the plan could be 
assessed at stage B of this SEA. It will also provide a basis for monitoring the actual effects of the plan during 
its implementation.  


5.4.4 In summary, the future baseline is based on the following trends: 


- NO2 concentrations appear to be rising according to monitoring results (although the levels still fall 
within national guidelines). This could lead in the future to the declaration of an air quality 
management area; 


- The amount of freight arriving on the Island by coastal shipping is declining and amount of freight 
transferred to the Island by roll-on roll-off ferry is increasing; 


- Water quality at the Islands beaches is improving; 


- The population of the Island is growing and this will place a greater demand on water supplies; 


- Sea levels are predicted to rise over the next 45 years; 


- Populations of a number of birds on the Island are rare, scarce and / or decreasing; 


- The Isle of Wight has an ageing population demographic structure. Life expectancy (males and 
females) is improving faster than or comparable with England. Infant mortality is improving faster 
than or comparable with England; 


- Mortality from all causes (including circulatory diseases and cancers) is improving slower than 
England; and 


- The Island is becoming more ethnically diverse. 


5.4.5 The assessment of the plan has also been undertaken on the assumption that current environmental 
management practices and level of environmental protection to which different elements of the environment 
are subjected (e.g. nature conservation designated sites) will be applied in the future. 


 


5.5 DIFFICULTIES IN COLLECTING BASELINE DATA AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 


5.5.1 The data gaps identified within Appendix C identify where difficulties have been encountered in 
collecting baseline data and include where data is not available, where data is not complete or can only be 
obtained for certain periods. 


5.5.2 One specific data problem has been experienced when undertaking the assessments discussed in 
Section 8 in relation to archaeology and built heritage. Information regarding archaeological sites, Listed 
Buildings and Scheduled Monuments are held in the sites and monument record on the Isle of Wight. However 
this data is not currently available on GIS and therefore the locations of these sites have not been known when 
undertaking the assessments. This issue is discussed further in Section 8.3 and it is intended that further 
consultation will be undertaken with the Isle of Wight Council Conservation Team and Sites and Monuments 
Officer before the final ER and LTP 2 are prepared. 


 


5.6 MAIN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED 


5.6.1 The key environmental issues identified are presented in Table 5.1. 
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Table 5.1: Key Environmental Issues and Problems Identified 


SEA Topic 
 


Key issues and problems 


Traffic congestion in Newport 


Modal split (private car use, public transport, cycling and walking) 


Air Quality 
 


Other major sources of air pollution (including ferries and fuel depots)  


Coastal geomorphology, erosion, stability and risk 


Contamination is an issue in some areas  


Soil and geology 
 


Sites designated for geological importance (e.g. RIGGS)  


Flood risk – surface water run-off Water 
 Water quality (groundwater, surface water, bathing water and 


estuaries) 
Landscape and settlement character 


AONB and Heritage Coasts designation 


Landscape and 
townscape 


Tranquillity  
Designated sites for wildlife value (international, national and local) 


Protected species 


Biodiversity, fauna and 
flora 
 


Biodiversity - Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and species 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 
 


Designated and non-designated archaeological sites, monuments and 
historic parks and gardens, maritime heritage, listed buildings and 
conservation areas 
Greenhouse gas emissions Climatic factors 


 Vulnerability to flooding and the effects of a changing environment 


Road safety Human health and safety 
 Physical fitness 


Ferry port activity 


Concentration of high activity in urban centres at specific times 


Noise and Vibration 
 


Tranquillity 


Community severance 
Access to transport (public transport, cycle tracks) including cross-
Solent links 
Access to services via public transport 


Population 
 


Access to the countryside  


Aggregates for road repair and construction Material assets 
 Transport infrastructure (road, rail, ferry, pedestrian and cycle 


including quays, ports and piers) 
 


5.6.2 These key environmental issues have been used as the basis of the SEA Framework and therefore 
the appraisal of the provisional LTP 2 as described in the next section. 


 
5.7 THE SEA FRAMEWORK 


5.7.1 This section presents the revised SEA Framework which consists of appraisal criteria5, indicators and 
targets (where they exist) and the appraisal matrices and worksheets. As described in Section 3.2, the SEA 
framework has been developed from consideration of the issues emerging from the baseline data review; from 
the development of environmental objectives for the SEA including the review of other relevant programmes 
and plans, and has also been amended in light of consultation responses received on the Scoping Report to 
date and through further research with relevant Council Officers.  


                                                        
5 Please note that in order to achieve consistency with the Isle of Wight Core Strategy SA the objectives within the SEA Framework are 
referred to as ‘criteria’ and sub-objectives as ‘sub-criteria’. 
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5.7.2 The framework consists of those appraisal criteria deemed to be of particular importance and 
relevance to the Isle of Wight (and taking account of the specific nature of the plan being assessed i.e. 
transport). The SEA Framework is presented within Appendix D. 


5.7.3 Each of the appraisal criteria has at least one sub-criterion associated with it. These in turn are linked 
to indicators and where these indicators have associated targets these are also included within the 
Framework. Some indicators are still being developed in consultation with Council Officers and consultees and 
will be confirmed in March 2006. Indicators will be used for monitoring the effects of the LTP 2 on the 
environment (for further details please see Section 11). 


5.7.4  The Framework has been used to appraise various elements of the LTP 2 which are described in the 
next section. The appraisal methods are described in Table 5.3 below. The completed worksheets and 
matrices are presented within Appendix E and are cross-referenced in the next section. 


 


Table 5.2: Appraisal Methods Generated from the SEA Framework 


Method LTP 2 element / options 
applied to 


Part of SEA Framework 
utilised 


Compatibility Matrices LTP 2 Plan Objectives and 
Vision 


SEA Headline Criteria 


Assessment Matrices Individual schemes to be 
implemented 


SEA Sub-criteria 


Worksheets Major bids and groups of 
measures / actions within 
the Five Year Strategy 


SEA Sub-criteria 


 


5.7.5 The format of the worksheets is based on the suggested worksheet format presented in Table 5.1 of 
Strategic Environmental Assessment for Transport Plans and Programmes (Transport Analysis Guidance, 
December 2004).  


5.7.6 A matrix is presented within Appendix E which demonstrates the compatibility of the SEA Criteria with 
each other. The exercise to complete the matrix has identified where Criteria are in potential conflict with each 
other and where sub-criteria are compatible.  


5.7.7 In summary, the key areas of potential conflict between the SEA Criteria are: 


- Soil and geology and material assets (i.e. reducing risk to property and people from erosion and 
instability and avoiding damage to the coastline and the loss of amenity as a result of human activity 
and improving the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network through appropriate 
investment because many of the Island’s roads are in areas at risk from instability); 


- Material assets and water, landscape and townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and 
cultural heritage, climatic factors and noise and vibration (improving the physical quality of the Island’s 
transport infrastructure network through appropriate investment and protecting the quality of surface 
and groundwater), conserving the landscape, protecting and enhancing biodiversity; protecting 
heritage sites, limiting development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change and to limit 
the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects due to the potential for engineering works associated 
with road maintenance; 


- Population and noise and vibration, climatic factors, air quality, archaeology and cultural heritage, and 
biodiversity, fauna and flora because increasing access could result in increasing vehicle movements 
across the Island and increasing visitors to heritage sites and sites of importance for nature 
conservation. There is therefore potential conflict between the population criteria and protecting 
heritage sites, sites important for nature conservation, areas important for landscape value, limiting 
noise and vibration impacts, and limiting air pollution. 
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- Air quality and soil and geology, water, landscape and townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration because reducing congestion could involve 
engineering works or construction of new roads which is in potential conflict with protecting soil and 
geology resources, protecting water resources, protecting and enhancing the landscape, biodiversity, 
fauna and flora and archaeology and cultural heritage. 


- Air quality and population because increasing accessibility could increase numbers of car trips and 
therefore adversely affect air quality. 
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6 Compatibility of the Plan Objectives with the SEA 
Criteria 


6.1 INTRODUCTION 


 


6.1.1 The aims of the LTP2 have been compared with the SEA criteria in order to identify inconsistencies 
and where there is potential conflict. This type of compatibility tests can also highlight inconsistency between 
the Plan objectives themselves. The tests are meant to help identify where the Plan objectives can be refined 
and/or supplemented. 


6.1.2 The following sections of the LTP2 have been subject to compatibility tests: 


- The Long Term Vision – Four Key Priorities (Section D.9) and the Features of the Vision (Section 
D.10); and 


- The Five Year Strategy Objectives (Sections E to K). 


6.1.3 The completed compatibility matrices can be found in Appendix E. 


 


6.2 THE LONG TERM TRANSPORT VISION 


6.2.1 The Long Term Transport Vision for the Isle of Wight has been developed through consultation with a 
broad range of stakeholder groups on the Island. The vision has been endorsed by the Local Strategic 
Partnership and takes into consideration the content of the Community Plan – “Island Futures”, regional 
strategies and the emerging long-term strategic vision for the Island – the “2020 vision”. The “2020 vision” has 
been developed by the Local Strategic Partnership and other stakeholders and will help guide the future 
direction and development of the Island. The Long Term Transport Vision has to therefore fit within this “2020 
vision”. 


6.2.2 The Long Term Transport Vision seeks to achieve a situation “where there is greater access on and 
off the Island by the development of an interlinked transport network”. The vision has been linked to the Local 
Government Association Shared Priorities.  


6.2.3 The Long Term Transport Vision is presented within Section 4 of the provisional LTP 2 and consists 
of a vision statement, four key priorities, a set of ‘Features’ (detailed statements of the vision) and a set of 
proposals for achieving the vision. 


6.2.4 As the vision consists of several different aspects it was necessary to select the most appropriate 
aspects to test. The following aspects of the Long Term Transport Vision were deemed the most appropriate to 
be tested for compatibility with the SEA Headline criteria: 


 
- The four key priorities of the vision; and 
- The features of the vision. 


 
6.3 RESULTS OF ANALYSIS 


 
Results: The four key priorities of the vision 
6.3.1 The key areas of potential conflict between the Features of the Vision and the SEA Headline Criteria 
are: 


 
- “We want to achieve a transport strategy that enhances the quality of Island Life. Helps ensure 


economic prosperity by connecting people, improving access for all.”  This potentially conflicts with 
SEA criteria for air quality, climatic factors and human health and safety because it could increase 
motorized trips and therefore air pollution. Potential could also exist with the SEA criteria for soil and 
geology, water, landscape and townscape, and biodiversity, fauna and flora due to a potential to 
cause greater movement across the Island affecting, for example, wildlife through disturbance, 
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tranquility through traffic increases, and also a potential for transport engineering works such as new 
paths. In addition there could either be potential conflict or compatibility with regard to Air Quality, Soil 
and Geology and Human Health and Safety depending on how the vision is achieved.   


 
- “We will achieve this by the effective provision, coordination and management of transport networks 


for all modes of transport and transport users, minimising delays and disruption.” This potentially 
conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil and geology and water because it could result in engineering 
works.  It also potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria relating to landscape and townscape, 
biodiversity, fauna and flora and archaeology and cultural heritage because it could result in greater 
movement across the Island meaning, for example, increased disturbance of wildlife, increased 
motorized trips and emissions to air, traffic impacts on heritage sites; and climatic factors because it 
will not reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 


 
- “We want to minimise the number of casualties and fatalities caused by the operation or use of the 


transport networks, with an emphasis on the safety of vulnerable groups.” This potentially conflicts 
with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora and archeology and 
cultural heritage due to the potential for engineering works such as junction improvements etc. There 
is also potential conflict with landscape and townscape due to the potential for traffic calming schemes 
which could affect the settlement character. 


 
6.3.2 In addition, it was noted that the fourth priority “We want to protect the people, communities and 
environments that could be adversely affected by poor air quality, in particular where transport can be a 
significant factor” does not address other aspects of the environment which can be affected by transport, such 
as soils and geology, water quality, biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


6.3.3 In general the examination of the four priorities within the vision highlighted uncertainty over whether 
the priorities are mutually supportive.  


 
Conclusions 
6.3.4 The first three priorities of the vision present potential conflicts with some of the SEA criteria such as 
soil and geology due to their potential to result in engineering works and physical changes to infrastructure. It 
is not clear whether the priorities are mutually supportive and therefore whether the first three priorities are 
intended to be achieved whilst also protecting the environment (the fourth priority).The fourth priority aims to 
protect the environment from poor air quality but does not address other aspects of the environment which 
could be affected by transport.  


 
Recommendations 
6.3.5 It is recommended that the vision section includes other aspects of the environment which can be 
affected by transport such as soils and geology, water quality, biodiversity, fauna and flora. This could be 
addressed by amending the fourth priority. Potential conflict with the SEA criteria could also be reduced by 
amending the four priorities within the vision to make them mutually supportive.   


 


Results: The Features of the vision. 
6.3.6 The key areas of potential conflict between the Features of the Vision and the SEA headline criteria 
are: 


 
- “Air Transport to and from the Island will form part of the transport network.” This potentially conflicts 


with the SEA criteria for air quality and climatic factors due to high levels of greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with aircraft, and landscape and townscape and noise and vibration due to the potential to 
affect noise levels and tranquil areas.   


 
- “Economic regeneration of urban and village centres through development will lessen the need for 


travel” This potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, landscape and 
townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, and archaeology and cultural heritage depending on how it is 
implemented because this could potentially be associated with developments. However, the 
developments would be related to land use planning and would not be driven by the LTP 2.  
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- “Freight handling and distribution systems will enable goods to be available on time for companies 
and people on or off the Island” This potentially conflicts with the SEA Criteria for air quality and 
climatic factors because it could increase motorized trips; biodiversity, landscape and townscape, 
archaeology and cultural heritage, soil and geology, and water because it could be associated with 
development of new distribution centres.  However, the developments would be related to land use 
planning and would not be driven by the LTP 2. 


 
- “Industries will be encouraged to the Island, which do not have significant transport needs or costs, 


such as research, high value goods and leisure” This potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil 
and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora and archaeology and cultural heritage because this is 
likely to be associated with developments and there could also be potential conflict with encouraging 
certain leisure activities.  However, the developments would be related to land use planning and 
would not be driven by the LTP 2. 


 
- “The road infrastructure on the Island will be maintained to good standards, and will assist the public 


transport network using it.” This potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, 
biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration due to the 
potential affects of maintenance works. 


 
- “Increased numbers of people will walk or cycle using improved urban paths and pavements” This 


potentially conflicts with the SEA Criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
archaeology and cultural heritage due to the potential for this to involve engineering works on paths. 


 
Conclusions 
6.3.7 The vast majority of the features of the vision are either compatible with the SEA criteria or they have 
a neutral relationship with the SEA Criteria. Some conflict exists and where this can be addressed 
recommendations are discussed below. 


 
Recommendations 
6.3.8 The compatibility analysis has identified where there is potential conflict with the SEA Criteria and the 
features of the vision, which are the detailed statements of the vision.  With respect to the areas of potential 
conflicts highlighted which are due to the potential for development and / or engineering works, these issues 
are addressed in the mitigation section (Section 9). With respect to air travel, it is recommended that more 
detail is provided within the LTP 2 regarding the potential environmental impacts associated with air travel.  
The potential for making the Airport ‘Carbon neutral’ should also be explored. 


 
6.4 THE FIVE YEAR STRATEGY OBJECTIVES  


6.4.1 The Five Year Strategy is the delivery mechanism for the Long Term Strategy and has been 
developed using workshops and consultations which have helped identify a range of transport options to be 
put in place over the first 5 years of the Plan period. The Five Year Strategy is presented within Section 5 of 
the provision LTP 2 and consists of seven objectives (see Section 4). These objectives have been used to 
divide the strategy into Sections, each presenting the relevant LTP 2 targets (see Section 4) that this objective 
is expected to work towards, and proposes possible initiatives, measures and / or actions to help achieve the 
objective. 


6.4.2 The objectives of the Five Year Strategy have been tested for compatibility with the SEA Headline 
Criteria. 


 
6.5 RESULTS OF ANALYSIS 


 
Results 
6.5.1 The key areas of potential conflict between the Five Year Strategy Objectives and the SEA Headline 
Criteria are: 


 
- “To increase accessibility for all;” This potentially conflicts with criteria for air quality, landscape and 


townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage, and climatic factors 
because increasing accessibility could increase motorized journeys around the Island.  Potential 
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conflicts also exist if the objective leads to engineering works such as junction improvements. The 
potential areas of conflict are with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and 
flora, archaeology and cultural heritage..  


 
- “To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity;” This potentially conflicts with the 


all of the SEA criteria apart from human health and safety, population and material assets. This is due 
in part to the potential for transport developments / engineering work which this objective may 
propose and therefore it presents conflicts with protection and enhancement of the environment e.g. 
potential conflicts arise with landscape and townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, soil and geology 
etc. In addition, if examined on it’s own this objective also has the potential to increase the number of 
motorized journeys and therefore emissions to air resulting in potential conflict with air quality, climatic 
factors and noise and vibration SEA criteria. 


 
- “To make Island roads safer” This potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria relating to soil and 


geology, water, landscape and townscape, biodiversity, fauna, flora, archaeology and cultural 
heritage, climatic factors because the objective could involve engineering works such as junction 
improvements and resurfacing which could also make use of non-renewable resources. 


 
- “To tackle congestion” and SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora 


because it could involve engineering works. 
 


- “To ensure effective management of the highway network” and the SEA criterion for climatic factors 
because this objective could lead to engineering works to maintain transport networks which could 
use non-renewable resources. 


 
6.5.2 In addition, it was noted that “Objective 4: To improve local air quality and the environment” could be 
interpreted in different ways depending on the reader’s understanding of ‘the environment’. 


 
Conclusions 
6.5.3 The majority of the Five Year Strategy objectives are compatible with the SEA Criteria or in some 
cases there is uncertainty regarding whether there is a relationship between them or the relationship depends 
on how they are achieved.   


 
Recommendations 
6.5.4 The summary above highlights where key areas of potential conflict exist between the Five Year 
Strategy objectives and the SEA Headline Criteria. The key recommendation resulting from the exercise is that 
the Section I of Chapter 5 of the LTP 2 is amended to address a broader range of environmental issues linked 
to the SEA. This recommendation is linked to mitigation proposed from the assessments of the options / 
measure to meet the within the Five Year Strategy discussed within the next Sections of this report.  
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7 Alternatives 


7.1 INTRODUCTION 


7.1.1 The SEA is required to appraise the environmental implications of the draft Plan (provisional LTP 2) 
and reasonable alternatives. This section describes the alternatives and how they have been identified. 


 
7.2 HOW HAVE THE ALTERNATIVES BEEN IDENTIFIED 


7.2.1 The TAG guidance for SEA (Guidance by the Department for Transport in England on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment for Transport Plans and Programmes (Transport Analysis Guidance, December 
2004)) recommends that the SEA assessments are undertaken on the Plan with bids and without bids. 
Therefore the key alternatives identified are the provisional LTP 2 with the two major bids and without the two 
major bids. These bids are described within Section 8.2. 


7.2.2 In addition, other alternatives have been identified within the LTP 2 which constitute different ways of 
meeting the plan objectives. These are the measures set out within Section 5 of the provisional LTP 2, the Five 
Year Strategy. These measures are broken down further within Section 7 of the provisional LTP 2 which sets 
out the implementation programme of the Plan, identifying specific schemes divided into geographical areas 
(e.g. Ryde area, Bay area). Brief descriptions of the measures and the schemes are provided within Section 
8.2. 


CONSULTATION QUESTION 
 
� Q1 ARE THE ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED SOUND, FEASIBLE AND REALISTIC? SHOULD ANY 


OTHER ALTERNATIVES BE CONSIDERED? 
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8 Assessment of Significant Effects 


8.1 INTRODUCTION 


8.1.1 This section describes the elements of the provisional LTP 2 which have been assessed and 
presents the results of the assessments. Mitigation is presented within Section 9. 


8.2 WHAT HAS BEEN ASSESSED 


8.2.1 Worksheets and matrices are provided within Appendix E. The worksheets have been developed 
from the worksheet proposed within the DfT SEA guidance. They have been used to assess the environmental 
implications of the bid options and the groups of measures / actions proposed within the Five Year Strategy to 
help achieve the objectives of the LTP 2. The worksheets show the full assessments and should be referred to 
if details are required.  


8.2.2 The following groups of measures have been assessed using the worksheets: 


- Increasing Accessibility – possible initiatives 
The possible initiatives listed within Section F.1.8 of the provisional LTP 2 which are proposed to meet 
the objective: “To increase accessibility for all” include improving public transport services (including 
fares systems, reliability, timetable information, security plus extending park and ride schemes, 
improved interchanges etc); improving road accessibility (including disabled bays and facilities, 
improved crossings new town cycle and walking routes etc); improving physical accessibility (including 
safety training for powered two-wheelers, CCTV and street lighting etc) and improving road 
accessibility (including freight routes, reducing produce miles etc). 


 
- Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration – measures listed as key actions  


The measures listed within Section G.6.3 of the provisional LTP 2 which are proposed to meet the 
objective: “To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity” include partnership 
working with SEEDA, the Quality Transport Partnership, ferry companies, and freight operators; 
improving traffic flows; facilitating greater access to public transport; workplace travel plans; green 
tourism; and investment in the transport network. 


 
- Improving Road Safety and Health – key actions which form basis of strategy 


The measures listed within Section H.4.4 of the provisional LTP 2 which are proposed to meet the 
objective: “To make Island roads safer” include improving safety in powered two-wheeler riders, 
publicity education and training, partnership workings, working with parents and children, improving 
road condition (skidding resistance), improving personal safety and security (CCTV) and increasing 
walking and cycling. 


 
- Improving Air Quality and the Environment – list of actions 


The key actions listed within Section I.6.1 of the provisional LTP 2 which are proposed to meet the 
objective: “To improve local air quality and the environment” include partnership working with the 
AONB office, ferry operators, town and parish councils and English Heritage, tree and hedge planting, 
improve the Rights of Way Network, improving traffic management, public transport, walking and 
cycling, promote alternative fuels, air quality monitoring and reducing traffic related noise. 


 
- Tackling congestion – list of measures 


The key actions listed within Section J.3.3 of the provisional LTP 2 which are proposed to meet the 
objective: “To tackle congestion” promoting more sustainable working practices, encouraging modal 
shifts through workplace / school travel plans, partnership working with transport and freight operators, 
improving traffic flows, improving public transport, walking and cycling opportunities, and retaining and 
improving facilities for water transport.  


 
- Ensuring Effective Management – list of key actions 


The key actions listed within Section K.4.3 of the provisional LTP 2 include effective management of 
the highway network, meeting the LTP 2 targets, and ensuring value for money. 
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8.2.3 The worksheets have also been used to assess the major bids which are: 


1. Newport accessibility bid:  


This bid aims to tackle the congestion experienced within Newport, the Island’s capital, and improve 
traffic flow within the town. The shape of the Island and location of settlements on the coast with the 
capital Newport in the centre has resulted in a road network which radiates out from Newport like the 
spokes of a wheel. Newport is also the main retail and primary employment area on the Island and 
several tourist attractions are located within the town centre or on the outskirts. Due to the traffic 
generated within the town, the draw of traffic to the town from other areas, and barriers to traffic within 
the centre such as the River Medina (which traffic can only cross at one point - Coppins Bridge), 
Newport experiences considerable congestion.  


2. West of Yarmouth major bid option 1 (engineering works) 


- West of Yarmouth option 2 (‘do nothing’) 


The West of Yarmouth bid relates to coastal management and stability issues on the strategic corridor 
(A3054) to the West of Yarmouth. The A3054 is the strategic route connecting West Wight (Totland, 
Freshwater and Yarmouth) to Newport and the East of the Island. The A3054 is also the main access 
route to the Wightlink car and pedestrian ferry operating between Yarmouth and Lymington. The 
southern side of the road is lined with residential properties. Many of the Island’s roads run close to 
and alongside the coast. The section of the A3054 to the west of Yarmouth is experiencing major 
stability issues due to slumping which require urgent attention. 


 


This bid contains two key options for tacking the instability issue west of Yarmouth. These options are: 


Option 1: Undertake extensive ground stabilisation and drainage works and possibility the 
reinforcement of the existing sea defences to allow the road to remain open.   


Option 2 (‘do nothing’): Close the road and implement a diversion between West Wight and Newport. 
The likely route would take traffic from Norton to Freshwater along a narrow road to Newport, arriving 
in Newport at the High Street. All ferry traffic would have to use this route to get to Newport and east 
of Island. 


 


8.2.4 An assessment matrix has been used to assess the environmental implications of the individual 
schemes listed in Chapter 7 of the provisional LTP 2. Groups of schemes are proposed within certain areas. A 
matrix has been used for each group of schemes / area as follows: 


- Schemes within the Cowes / Newport / Pan area (Cowes Waterfront and Pan) 
- Schemes within the Ryde area 
- Schemes within the Bay area 
- Schemes within the rural areas 
- Other schemes Island-wide 


 


8.3 ASSESSMENT ASSUMPTIONS 


8.3.1 A number of strategic assumptions have been made throughout the assessments and these are as 
follows:  


- That future baseline will continue as predicted (see Section 5.4); 


- That the ‘without plan’ scenario is the future baseline continuing with the current LTP, therefore it has 
not been assessed; and 


- The timeframes for the assessment have been set at 5 years for the short term, 5-15 years for the 
medium term and 15-20 years for the long term. 
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8.4 ASSESSMENT RESULTS 


8.4.1 This section summarizes the results of the assessments of the options which form part of the LTP 2 
listed above. The potential effects identified are residual effects after mitigation has been put in place. The 
mitigation is identified within the completed worksheets and matrices within Appendix E and is discussed in 
Section 9.  


 
8.5 EFFECTS OF MEASURES WITHIN THE FIVE YEAR STRATEGY 


Increasing Accessibility – possible initiatives 
 
8.5.1 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined initiatives proposed are: 


- Air quality (slight positive) because the initiatives should reduce congestion in Newport, increase 
travel choice, and the proportion of people using public transport, walking and cycling, encourages 
modal shift reducing the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Climatic factors (slight positive but coupled with slight negative) because the initiatives should reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions but there is a potential for the initiatives to be associated with transport 
developments which are vulnerable to the effects of climate change e.g. within the floodplain. 


- Human health and safety (slight positive) because the initiatives should improve safety on Island 
roads and reduce accidents and increase cycling and walking opportunities.  


- Population (moderate positive) because the initiatives should increase access to public transport and 
to services and facilities and should increase access to the countryside. 


- Material assets (slight positive) because the initiatives should improve the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport network. 


 
8.5.2 The key areas of potentially negative performance are: 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (moderate) because the initiatives may be associated with engineering 
works which could have the potential to negatively affect designated sites and non-designated 
habitats.  


- Archaeology and cultural heritage (slight) because the initiatives may be associated with engineering 
works which could have the potential to negatively affect some heritage sites and conservation areas. 


- Climatic factors (slight and coupled with slight positive) because although the initiatives should reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions there is a potential for the initiatives to be associated with transport 
developments which are vulnerable to the effects of climate change e.g. within the floodplain. 


 
8.5.3 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, landscape and 
townscape, and noise and vibration.  


 
Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration – measures listed as key actions  
 
8.5.4 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined initiatives proposed are: 


- Air quality (slight positive) because the actions should reduce congestion in Newport, increase travel 
choice, and the proportion of people using public transport, walking and cycling, encourages modal 
shift reducing the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Climatic factors (moderate positive) because the actions should reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
- Population (slight positive) because the actions should increase access to public transport and to 


services and facilities. 
- Material assets (slight positive) because the actions should improve the physical quality of the 


transport infrastructure on the Island. 
 
8.5.5 The key area of negative performance is: 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (slight negative) because it is uncertain as to whether the measures will 
include engineering works and therefore there is potential for adverse impacts to designated wildlife 
sites and other habitats and species.  


 
8.5.6 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, landscape and 
townscape, archaeology and cultural heritage, human health and safety, and noise and vibration. 
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Improving Road Safety and Health – key actions which form basis of strategy 
 
8.5.7 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined actions proposed are: 


- Air quality (slight positive) because the actions should increase travel choice and have the potential to 
reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


- Landscape and townscape (slight positive) because the actions should protect and enhance 
landscape and settlement character and the AONB and Heritage Coasts. 


- Human health and safety (moderate positive) because the actions are likely to make the Island’s 
roads safer and reduce accidents and increase opportunities for walking and cycling. 


- Noise and vibration (slight positive) because the actions have the potential to promote low noise 
surfaces, and divert heavy goods vehicles from sensitive residential areas, and improve tranquility 
through limiting light spill. 


- Population (slight positive) because the actions should increase access to public transport and to 
services and facilities. 


- Material assets (slight positive) because the actions will improve the physical condition of the Island’s 
transport infrastructure and has the potential to make use of recycled materials. 


 
8.5.8 No areas of negative performance after mitigation were identified through the assessment. 


8.5.9 ‘No effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
archaeology and cultural heritage and climatic factors. 


 
Improving Air Quality and the Environment – list of actions 
 
8.5.10 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined actions proposed are: 


- Air quality (slight positive) because the initiatives should reduce congestion in Newport, increase 
travel choice, and the proportion of people using public transport, walking and cycling, encourages 
modal shift reducing the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Landscape and townscape (slight positive) because the actions should protect and enhance 
landscape and settlement character and the AONB and Heritage Coasts. 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (slight positive) because the actions have the potential to maintain 
biodiversity. 


- Climatic factors (slight positive) because the actions will limit greenhouse gas emissions and will work 
towards increasing amount of renewable fuels / technology used to power vehicles. 


- Human health and safety (slight positive) because the actions will increase opportunities for walking 
and cycling. 


- Noise and vibration (slight positive) because the actions have the potential to reduce noise from ports, 
reduce noise effects of transport and protect tranquil areas through reducing traffic. 


- Population (slight positive) because the actions should minimize the impact of severance by sea, 
improve access to transport, services and facilities and access to the countryside. 


 
8.5.11 No areas of negative performance after mitigation were identified through the assessment. 


8.5.12 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, archaeology and 
cultural heritage and material assets.  


 
Tackling congestion – list of measures 
 
8.5.13 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined actions proposed are: 


- Air quality (moderate positive) because the actions should reduce congestion in Newport, increase 
travel choice, and the proportion of people using public transport, walking and cycling, encourage 
modal shift reduce the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Landscape and townscape (slight positive) because the actions have the potential to protect and 
enhance landscape and settlement character. 


- Climatic factors (moderate positive) because the actions will limit greenhouse gas emissions. 
- Human health and safety (slight positive) because the actions should make the Island’s roads safer.  
- Population (moderate positive) because the actions minimize the impact of severance by sea, should 


increase accessibility to transport and services and facilities and access to the countryside. 
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- Noise and vibration (slight positive) because the actions have the potential to reduce travelling and 
therefore potential to reduce noise and vibration from transport at ports, in the urban areas and in 
tranquil areas. 


 
8.5.14 The key areas of potential negative performance are: 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (moderate negative) because the actions have the potential to negatively 
affect designated sites and some BAP priority habitats and species. 


- Archaeology and cultural heritage (slight negative) because the extension of cycleways and footways 
may pose a risk to the fabric and setting of some heritage sites and increasing access could result in 
more movement around the Island which might pose a risk to heritage sites. 


- Climatic factors (moderate positive) because the actions have the potential to negatively affect the 
fabric and setting of some heritage sites and conservation areas. 


 
8.5.15 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, and material assets. 


 
Ensuring Effective Management 
 
8.5.16 The key areas of positive performance associated with the combined actions proposed are: 


- Air quality (slight positive) because the actions should reduce congestion in Newport, increase travel 
choice, and the proportion of people using public transport, walking and cycling, encourage modal 
shift reduce the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Climatic factors (slight positive) because the actions will limit greenhouse gas emissions. 
- Human health and safety (slight positive) because the actions should make the Island’s roads safer 


and should increase opportunities for walking and cycling. 
- Population (slight positive) because the actions should improve accessibility to transport and facilities 


and services. 
- Material assets (moderate positive) because the actions should improve the physical quality of the 


Island’s transport infrastructure. 
 
8.5.17 No areas of negative performance after mitigation were identified through the assessment. 


8.5.18 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water, landscape and 
townscape, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage, and noise and vibration. 


 
 
8.6 EFFECTS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHEMES 


8.6.1 The potential negative and positive effects of the schemes within this area with respect to the 
headline SEA criteria are presented individually within tables in Appendix E. A summary of the key areas of 
negative and positive effects of the schemes is provided below.  


8.6.2 There are a number of common areas of negative effect which have emerged from the assessments. 
A number of the schemes proposed across the Island are likely to involve engineering works which will have 
the potential to adversely affect surface water run-off; water quality (for example through causing erosion and 
washing sediment into water courses); designated and undesignated habitats and species and unknown 
archaeological remains. Another key potential negative effect common to many of the schemes is on 
landscape and townscape due to schemes such as traffic calming and changes to junctions etc, the visual 
appearance of which has not been described within the LTP 2. This potential visual intrusion could also 
adversely affect built heritage such as conservation areas. However, as the visual appearance of these 
measures is not known, these affects could also be positive.  


8.6.3 Some of the schemes could result in a reduction of noise and vibration in urban areas but at the 
same time could increase noise and vibration in more rural and tranquil areas due to, for example, the 
implementation of a strategic freight route which could increase HGV traffic on some rural roads.  


8.6.4 There are a number of schemes in particular which have the potential for key negative effects. Park 
Road / Briddlesford Road Upgrade presents potential negative effects relating to biodiversity, water, soil and 
geology due to the engineering works likely to be required to widen the road. The scheme also performs poorly 
with respect to air quality because it will not limit traffic growth, reduce car trips or improve air quality. In 
addition, the scheme has the potential to increase noise and vibration levels in more tranquil areas by 
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facilitating greater volumes of HGV traffic along this road which passes through rural areas. Another scheme 
which has the potential for adverse effects is the Public Rights of Way network extension. The paths to be 
extended have not been explicitly identified and therefore major negative effects could occur with respect to 
biodiversity, fauna and flora (designated sites and other habitats and species) and designated and non-
designated heritage sites. Finally, the construction of a cycleway along the east side of the River Medina has 
the potential for major negative effects with respect to biodiversity, fauna and flora because the river has 
recently been designated as a Special Area for Conservation. This designation is at a European level and 
could present the need for Appropriate Assessment. 


8.6.5 However, in line with the provisional LTP 2 Five Year Strategy, most of the schemes have the 
potential to increase travel choice and provide greater opportunities for walking and cycling, limit traffic growth, 
reduce car trips, reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and improve air quality. Similarly, most of the 
schemes are also likely to improve access to public transport, services and facilities. Several of the schemes 
proposed should also improve the condition of the Island’s transport infrastructure, which, if the proposals 
include resurfacing, should also improve safety. In addition, several of the schemes present the opportunity of 
enhancing built heritage, such as through reducing traffic congestion in Newport, and rerouting HGV traffic 
away from town centres.  


 
8.7 EFFECTS OF THE BIDS 


Newport accessibility bid 


8.7.1 The key positive effects of this bid after mitigation are in relation to the following: 


- Air quality (moderate positive) because the bid should reduce congestion in Newport, limit traffic 
growth, increase traffic choice, reduce the number of car trips and improve air quality. 


- Landscape and townscape (minor positive) because the bid should improve the character of the town 
centre.  


- Human health and safety (moderate positive) because the bid should improve safety and reduce 
accidents and increasing opportunities for walking and cycling in Newport. 


- Population (major positive) because the bid will improve accessibility to transport, services and 
facilities. 


- Material assets (moderate positive) because the bid will improve the physical quality of highways 
infrastructure in parts of Newport and has the potential to make use of recycled materials.  


 
8.7.2 The key area of potential negative performance associated with this bid is: 


- Noise and vibration (slight negative) because the bid has the potential to result in localised increases 
in noise and vibration due to construction work on junctions / paths etc 


8.7.3 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for soil and geology, water and climatic factors.  


1.1.2 It should be noted that the assessment with regard to archaeology and cultural heritage is incomplete 
pending further information. 


 
West of Yarmouth major bid option 1 (engineering works) 


8.7.4 The key positive effects of this bid after mitigation are in relation to the following: 


- Soil and geology (moderate positive) because the bid should reduce the risk to property and people 
from erosion and instability and it should avoid damage to the coastline or the loss of amenity through 
reinforcement of the existing sea defences and by not constructing new defences.  


- Human health and safety (moderate positive) because the bid will make the Island’s roads safer. 


- Population (moderate positive) because the bid will maintain current access to transport and services 
and facilities. 


- Material assets (moderate positive) because the bid will improve the physical quality of the Island’s 
infrastructure and has the potential to use recycled materials. 
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8.7.5 The key areas of potential negative performance associated with this bid are: 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (moderate negative) because the bid has the potential to damage 
designated sites through disturbance and change in hydrological regime due to drainage works. 


- Climatic factors (moderate negative) because the bid will not reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
due to the location the works could be at risk from vulnerability to the effects of climate change. 


- Noise and vibration (slight negative) because noise and vibration effects are probable due to 
construction works and if traffic has to be rerouted near to sensitive receptors such as nursing homes 
near to roads etc. 


8.7.6 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for water and landscape and townscape, and air 
quality. 


8.7.7 It should be noted that the assessment with regard to archaeology and cultural heritage is incomplete 
pending further information. 


 


West of Yarmouth option 2 (‘do nothing’) 


8.7.8 The key positive effects of this bid after mitigation are in relation to the following: 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora (slight positive) because the option will help maintain and conserve 
habitats. 


 
8.7.9 The key areas of negative performance associated with this option are: 


- Air quality (minor negative) because the option has the potential to increase congestion in Newport 
and it could affect local air quality in Yarmouth, Totland and Freshwater. 


- Soil and geology (major negative) because the option will not reduce the risk to property and people 
from erosion and instability along the stretch of the A3054 which would be closed, and could result in 
the loss of amenity in this area if slumping continues. 


- Landscape and townscape (moderate negative) because the option could increase traffic in rural 
areas including the AONB and Tennyson Heritage Coast, is not likely to conserve and enhance the 
AONB or Tennyson Heritage Coast. 


- Climatic factors (slight negative) because the option will not reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
- Human health and safety (moderate negative) because the bid has the potential to make walking and 


cycling along some rural roads less attractive and less safe.  
- Noise and vibration (moderate negative) because the option has the potential to negatively affect 


tranquil areas and increase noise and vibration in Totland and Freshwater. 
- Population (moderate negative) because the option has the potential to decrease accessibility to 


public transport, decrease access to services and facilities located within Newport for residents in 
West Wight.  


- Material assets (slight negative) because the option has the potential to lead to a more rapid 
deterioration of some non-principal roads.  


 
8.7.10 In addition, ‘no effect’ was identified after mitigation for water. 


8.7.11 It should be noted that the assessment with regard to archaeology and cultural heritage is incomplete 
pending further information. 


 
8.8 EFFECT OF PLAN WITH BIDS 


8.8.1 The provisional LTP 2 with the Newport accessibility bid is likely to result in significant positive 
impacts within Newport with respect to congestion and local air quality. The bid is also likely to improve 
accessibility to services and facilities for people within Newport and for people travelling to Newport from 
across the Island. 


8.8.2 The West of Yarmouth bid should reduce the risk to people and property from erosion and instability 
and should avoid damage to the coastline or loss of amenity through reinforcement of the existing sea 
defences and by not constructing new defences. This bid will also maintain current levels of access (after 
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construction) but could potentially be associated with affects on a nearby designated nature conservation site 
and the location of this road on the coast could be vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 


8.9 EFFECT OF PLAN WITHOUT BIDS 


8.9.1 The provisional LTP 2 without the two major bids will result in much less significant improvements to 
accessibility and local air quality within Newport. In addition, movement across the Island would continue to be 
restricted at peak times due to congestion within Newport, as the town acts like the hub of a wheel with many 
roads on the Island leading to it like spokes.  


8.9.2 Without the West of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse impacts with respect to coastal 
instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails (the ‘do nothing’ option).  


8.10 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 


8.10.1 A number of potential cumulative effects have been identified within the worksheets and the 
assessment matrices presented in Appendix E. In addition an exercise has been undertaken to identify 
potential cumulative effects by considering all of the assessments together. 


8.10.2 The following key potential cumulative effects have been identified with respect to: 


- Potential adverse effects on water quality and increasing surface run-off due to the number of junction 
improvements, road widening, path extension schemes proposed. 


- Potential adverse effects, e.g. damage, to heritage sites from increased visitors due to increasing 
access to the countryside, extending the public rights of way network and creating new cycle routes 
across the Island. 


- Potential adverse affects to habitats such as hedgerows, potentially designated sites (although 
uncertain) and species due to several schemes proposed which are potentially adjacent to designated 
sites and other habitats and the wider countryside, plus increased movement across the Island could 
cause disturbance to species. 


- Potential positive impacts on local air quality, particularly within Newport, where the combination of 
measures to tackle congestion and encourage modal shift could result in a cumulative improvement in 
local air quality. 


- Potential positive impacts on accessibility due to the number of measures proposed to improve 
accessibility to public transport and to services and facilities, particularly within urban areas. 


 


8.11 UNCERTAINTIES AND RISKS 


8.11.1 The SEA is an iterative process, whereby the options and measures of the plan are revised to take 
into account the findings of the SEA. Assessments undertaken as a part of SEA are often subjective mainly 
due to the strategic level of data collected for the baseline, which is often qualitative as opposed to 
quantitative. This means that value judgements form a part of the assessment process. However, the 
worksheets and assessments matrices record the details which have led to decisions regarding the 
significance of effects. 


8.11.2 Some outstanding issues also exist with respect to the LTP 2 development which affect the SEA, for 
example accessibility modelling. Therefore assumptions have had to be made as a part of the assessments 
and gaps in data identified. 


8.11.3 The assumptions and uncertainties encountered whilst undertaking the assessments are shown 
within the worksheets and assessment matrices within Appendix E. The key assumptions and uncertainties 
that have been made throughout the appraisals are as follow: 


- It has not been possible to consider future spatial development other than the range of options 
currently being considered for the LDF Core Strategy. A preferred option will not be identified until 
December 2005. LTP 2 needs to respond to the LDF as it emerges over the forthcoming years and 
therefore the Council has adopted a process which will allow the LTP 2 to be reviewed and amended 
periodically to respond to the policies within the LDF. 
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- Information regarding archaeological sites, Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments are held in 
the sites and monument record on the Isle of Wight. However this data is not available on GIS and 
therefore the locations of these sites have not been known when undertaking the assessments. The 
locations of Conservation Areas and Historic Parks and Gardens are known.  


- There is no data relating to background noise and vibration levels which has created difficulty when 
assessing potential noise and vibration effects of the provisional LTP 2. 


- Some aspects of the provisional LTP 2 that have been assessed have lacked detail such as location 
and extent of engineering works or likely appearance which has led to uncertainty regarding potential 
environmental effects. Some assumptions have been made in consultation between the consultants 
undertaking the assessments and the Transport Planning Team. 


 


8.11.4 Some uncertainties, such as the data gap with regard to archaeology and cultural heritage will be 
addressed before the final LTP 2 and ER are prepared.  


8.11.5 In addition to the assumptions and uncertainties mentioned above, the recent designation of Special 
Areas for Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA) on the Island and in coastal areas 
surrounding the Island, such as the Solent, presents the potential risk of a requirement for Appropriate 
Assessment. Appropriate Assessment is undertaken to determine whether significant effects on SACs or SPAs 
are likely to occur as a result of proposed activities. 


 
CONSULTATION QUESTION 
 
� Q2 ARE THE RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ASS OCIATED WITH EACH OPTION 


ACCURATE? 
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9 Mitigation 


9.1.1 Mitigation measures for the sets of measures and the individual schemes are set out in the 
assessment worksheets and matrices within Appendix E.  


9.1.2 In general the following mitigation has been suggested to improve the potential environmental effects 
of the LTP 2:  


- The consideration of environmental impacts for major bids and schemes, such as the transport 
interchange improvements at Cowes and road widening schemes through Environmental Impact 
Assessment and NATA; 


- Ensure transport engineering works are undertaken in accordance with the Isle of Wight Shoreline 
Management Plan; 


- Consult with English Nature, Environment Agency and Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group with 
respect to engineering works in instable areas; 


- Work with Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group to ensure that developments are located to reduce the 
need to travel; 


- Ensuring measures to integrate biodiversity enhancements into final scheme designs are improved 
such as native planting alongside road widening schemes; 


- Consult with Isle of Wight Council Ecology Officer to reduce impacts to biodiversity, fauna and flora;  


- Investigate the use of sustainable drainage systems to limit surface water run-off and pollution from 
roads and other transport infrastructure, such as car parks; 


- Consult with the Environment Agency with regard to flood risk; 


- Expand the discussion of environmental issues to cover a broader range of issues such as planning 
for climate change, instability, biodiversity etc within Section 5, I regarding “Improving air quality and 
the environment”; 


- Ensure that street furniture such as bus stops and cycle parking fit in with local design statements and 
enhance rather than adversely affect the streetscape, especially within Conservation Areas; 


- Ensure that infrastructure within the countryside especially within AONB, such as paths, styles, signs 
conform to the appropriate design guidance; 


- Ensure the Isle of Wight Council conservation team and AONB office are consulted with respect to 
heritage issues and effects within the AONB and Heritage Coasts; 


- Ensure that any routing of traffic avoids the AONB, Heritage Coasts, conservation areas and sensitive 
areas such as residential as far as possible; 


- Lighting technology installed should limit over-spill to protect the darkness of night-skies; 


- More detail regarding the measures to promote the use of alternatives fuels should be included within 
the LTP2; 


- Construction impacts should be considered and mitigation such as limiting surface water run-off and 
risk of pollution to watercourses and erosion; noise from engineering works;  


- Limit noise pollution through low noise surfacing, noise attenuation measures in new schemes in the 
future; 


- Develop a LTP 2 target for the use of recycled materials within transport engineering works. 


 


CONSULTATION QUESTION 
� Q3 ARE THE MITIGATION MEASURES PROPOSED SOUND AND REALISTIC? SHOULD ANY OTHER 


MITIGATION MEASURES BE CONSIDERED? 
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10 Summary and Conclusions 


10.1.1 The assessments of the Long Term Strategy Vision and the objectives of the Five Year Strategy have 
shown that these elements of the provisional LTP 2 are largely compatible with the SEA criteria with respect to 
improving access, improving human health and safety and improving the Island’s transport infrastructure.   


10.1.2 A few areas of potential conflict exist which are in relation to air quality, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
soil and geology, water, archaeology and cultural heritage and this conflict is either due to the potential for the 
objectives or vision to result in engineering works or to increase motorised movements across the Island. 
However, the compatibility analyses have examined each of the objectives etc individually but if these were 
more interconnected there might be more compatibility with the SEA criteria. For example, “The road 
infrastructure on the Island will be maintained to good standards, and will assist the public transport network 
using it.” potentially conflicts with the SEA criteria for soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, 
archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration due to the potential affects of maintenance works. 
However, if the objective were clearly linked to an objective which at the same time aims to protect soil and 
geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and avoid adverse noise and 
vibration effects the statement would be more compatible with the SEA criteria. 


10.1.3 The assessments of the two key strategic options has shown that the ‘Plan with bids’ option is likely 
to result in significant positive impacts within Newport with respect to congestion and local air quality. The 
option is also likely to improve accessibility to services and facilities for people within Newport and for people 
travelling to Newport from across the Island. The West of Yarmouth bid should reduce the risk to people and 
property from erosion and instability and should avoid damage to the coastline or loss of amenity through 
reinforcement of the existing sea defences and by not constructing new defences. This bid will also maintain 
current levels of access (after construction) but could potentially be associated with affects on a nearby 
designated nature conservation site and the location of this road on the coast could be vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. 


10.1.4 The ‘Plan without bids’ option will result in much less significant improvements to accessibility and 
local air quality within Newport. In addition, movement across the Island would continue to be restricted at 
peak times due to congestion within Newport, Without the West of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse 
impacts with respect to coastal instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails. 
Therefore, in conclusion, the ‘Plan with bids’ option is associated with more environmental benefits than the 
‘Plan without bids’ option. 


10.1.5 Assessments have been undertaken on the variety of measures and schemes proposed within the 
provisional LTP 2. The measures and schemes are themselves options for achieving the five year strategy 
objectives. These assessments have identified potential negative affects with respect to soil and geology, 
water, biodiversity, fauna and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration. However, in line 
with the provisional LTP 2 Five Year Strategy, most of the schemes have the potential to increase travel 
choice and provide greater opportunities for walking and cycling, limit traffic growth, reduce car trips, reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases and improve air quality. Similarly, most of the schemes are also likely to 
improve access to public transport, services and facilities. Several of the schemes proposed should also 
improve the condition of the Island’s transport infrastructure, which, if the proposals include resurfacing, should 
also improve safety. Several of the schemes also present the opportunity of enhancing built heritage, such as 
through reducing traffic congestion in Newport, and rerouting HGV traffic away from town centres. 


10.1.6 Mitigation has been proposed to reduce environmental impacts and enhance proposals where 
possible. This mitigation set out in Section 9, should be applied to the final LTP 2 and to later stages of 
schemes i.e. when paths for extension are identified and scheme designs are developed.  
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11 Implementation 


11.1.1 This section addresses the next stage of the SEA, after the preparation of the final ER and adoption 
of the final version of the LTP 2. This stage requires that the environmental effects of the LTP 2 are monitored 
and appropriate remedial action is taken if any adverse effects are identified. 


 


11.2 PROPOSALS FOR MONITORING 


11.2.1 Indicators for measuring the environmental effects of the LTP 2 are proposed within the SEA 
framework in Appendix D. The full monitoring strategy which will include details regarding the frequency of 
monitoring will be included within the final version of the ER.  


11.2.2 The monitoring should be based on the significant negative and positive effects identified through the 
SEA. These may change after the consultation on the ER and provisional LTP 2 is completed. The set of 
indicators used for the monitoring of the environmental effects of the LTP 2 may also change in response to 
changes to the LDF Sustainability Appraisal Framework which will continue to evolve after the LTP 2 is 
adopted.  


11.2.3 At present it is proposed that monitoring will be required for the following SEA criteria: 


- Air Quality 


- Soil and Geology 


- Water 


- Landscape and townscape 


- Biodiversity, fauna and flora 


- Archaeology and cultural heritage 


- Climatic factors 


- Human health and safety 


- Population 


- Material assets 


 


11.2.4 Therefore, the only SEA criterion which it is currently proposed is not a significant issue is noise and 
vibration. 


 
CONSULTATION QUESTION 
 
Q4 WILL THE PROPOSED MONITORING PROGRAMME ENABLE TH E ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 


TO BE MEASURED EFFECTIVELY IN THE COURSE OF THE IMP LEMENTATION OF THE LTP2?  
WILL YOU OR YOUR ORGANISATION BE ABLE TO ASSIST WIT H MONITORING, BY 
PROVIDING DATA ON THE EFFECTS OF THE LTP2 IDENTIFIE D IN THE MONITORING 
PROGRAMME?    
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Appendix A Consultation Responses 


SEA Scoping Report Consultation Responses 


ORGANISATION SUMMARISED COMMENTS ON THE SEA SCOPING  REPORT RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 
 


EN would have expected to receive the SEA Scoping Report prior to receipt of the 
provisional LTP2, however this has not been the case. 


The provisional LTP 2 is available for comment alongside the 
Environmental Report. The SEA is an iterative process and the Council 
will ensure that environmental considerations and recommendation of 
the SEA assessments will be integrated into the LTP 2. 


An important objective for the LTP2 is to plan for land instability issues such as 
those recently encountered on the A3055 and A3054. EN no longer accepts short-
term solutions to these issues. 


There is potential conflict between the LTP 2 and instability issues, due 
to the nature of geomorphology and other natural processes on the 
Island and the location of some of the Island’s roads on the coast. The 
SEA has also highlighted this conflict.  


The comments on the Scoping report are in line with those provided on the Core 
Strategy Scoping Report, recognising the relationship between these two 
documents. A copy of the Core Strategy Scoping Report response is enclosed. 


No comment required. 


A CD entitled ‘SEA and biodiversity’ and leaflet entitled ‘Environmental Quality in 
Spatial Planning’ were enclosed.  


We are grateful for a copy of this guidance and have taken into 
account in formulating this report. 


Scope: Biodiversity also includes geology, geological processes, coastal 
processes and hydrology and a broad overview should mention the processes as 
these can be seriously affected by transportation. 


The links between the SEA Headline Criteria / topics are shown on the 
SEA Framework. 


A list of other relevant documents which may be applicable. 
 


The review of additional documents has focused solely on policies, 
plans and programmes. Legislation, statutory guidance and best 
practice guidelines fall outside the scope of this SEA. The following 
documents have been added to the policy context review: The Sixth 
Environmental Action Programme of the European Community (2001-
2010), PPG 7, Amsterdam Treaty, Cardiff Process, and the Rural 
White Paper, Our Countryside: The future – A Fair Deal for Rural 
England, November 2000. 


The effect of noise and vibration from changes as part of the LTP on Biodiversity 
should be considered.  
 


We agree that this is an important issue and have taken this into 
account. However, it has been difficult to identify means by which a 
sub-criterion would be measurable.. 


English Nature 


The LTP should reflect how changing climatic factors that are affecting the coast 
and ecological processes can be taken into consideration by using existing data. 


The SEA has assessed how the LTP 2 addresses vulnerability to 
climate change and through it’s recommendations will endeavour to 
better integrate a response to the effects of climate change into the 
LTP 2  







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  51 


 


Baseline figures use for designated sites are incorrect and should be revised in 
line with figure provided for the Core Strategy Scoping report.  
For other comments relating to the biodiversity, fauna and flora baseline date, 
trends, gaps and issues reference is made to the Core Strategy Scoping Report 
response.  Also, no projection has been made to future condition of designated 
sites through the life of the LTP.  


Baseline figures will be revised in line with figures received previously.  
 
Consultation response received in relation to the Core Strategy 
Scoping report dated 19 August 2005 has been considered and 
recommendations taken on board by the SEA with respect to baseline 
data, data gaps, trends and issues. 
 
Currently awaiting data from EN regarding future condition of 
designated sites. 


Recommends an audit of current transport links to and on the Island in relation to 
land stability, processes and geology should be conducted.  


The Council has noted this recommendation. 


Access to and provision of biodiversity and open space is key to peoples health 
and well being. The strategy should include baseline data of current distances to 
the above and how biodiversity and open space and peoples’ use of it may be 
enhanced by the LTP. 


Access to the countryside has been added to the SEA Framework. 
Data regarding current distances to open space is not available. The 
LTP’s influence over people’s use of biodiversity is limited but the SEA 
Framework includes a sub-criterion to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity and the variety of habitats on the Island. 


The maintenance and creation of bridges and how the LTP may effect hydrology of 
important wetland sites will be a key component of the SEA. 


This has been considered within the SEA assessments 


Appraisal criteria: 
Soil and geology should also include no loss of extent of areas important for 
geological processes. 
 
Water should include that no increased level of coastal protection (other than that 
agreed in the shoreline management plan) is necessary for any strategic plans. 
 
Biodiversity, fauna and flora should include indicators that measure loss (including 
indirect) and gain. Specific examples can be seen on previous core strategy 
scoping response. 


The recommendations regarding appraisal criteria have been used to 
further develop the SEA Framework 


The appraisal matrix is a good way to display various options against the criteria. No comment required. 


For structure of the ER reference is made to Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and Biodiversity: Guidance for practitioners CCW, EN, EA, RSPB June 2004 for 
best practice advice EN advocates for ERs.  


We are thankful for the advice regarding the structure of the ER but the 
structure of the ER will largely by drawn from the ODPM Sustainability 
Appraisal Guidance 2005. 


English Heritage Keen to ensure that the protection of the historic environment is taken fully into 
account at all stages and levels of the transport planning process. 


Protecting the historic environment is included within the SEA 
Framework 


 The overall aim of the appraisal process should be to avoid or minimise any 
adverse effects and to maximise potential benefits for the historic environment.  


Agreed with respect to the historic environment. 


 The appraisal process should consider all designated historic assets including the 
site and setting of Scheduled Monuments and other nationally important remains, 
Listed Buildings (Grades I, II*, and II), Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest. 


This is included within the SEA Framework. 


 Potential impacts on non-designated features of local historic interest and value 
are fully considered  


This has been added to the SEA Framework. 


 In a wider context urban characterisation and historic landscape characterisation 
studies should be used, where available, to help assess the potential impacts of 
major schemes, and the cumulative effects of smaller scale projects, on the 
character of the local townscape and landscape. 


Where projects have been geographically defined it is recommended 
that these studies are consulted if available. In many instances this 
level of detail will only be applicable at the project level rather than the 
strategic level (i.e. SEA)  


 It should be emphasised that for proposals involving land take there could be This has been considered within the appraisal process. 
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potential impacts on unrecorded archaeological sites or remains, and this should 
be factored into the appraisal process.  In particular this is relevant for schemes 
located within river valleys, which can retain important organic archaeological 
remains and other features of historic interest. 


 In preparing a LTP it should be clearly recognised that schemes associated with 
traffic calming and management can adversely affect the character and 
appearance of historic features and areas through the introduction of poorly 
designed and sited infrastructure and signage, and the use of inappropriate 
materials.  These issues are applicable to rural settlements as well as larger urban 
areas, and the wider countryside.  In the design and implementation of all transport 
schemes, the underlying aim should be to ensure that the proposed measures are 
integrated sensitively into the surrounding townscape or landscape so that local 
character is reinforced, rather than eroded.  
The cumulative impact of smaller scale projects on the character and appearance 
of an area can often be as damaging as larger scheme 


These comments have been taken into account within the 
assessments and when proposing mitigation. 


 It is recommended that LTPs should incorporate overarching design principles. 
General design principles should aim to ensure that all proposed programmes and 
schemes respect and seek to enhance the character, appearance and local 
distinctiveness of urban and rural areas.   


This will be considered as a mitigation measure to improve the 
performance of the LTP 2 with respect to landscape and townscape 
and archaeology and cultural heritage. 


 Suggest deletion of ‘Sustaining the Historic Environment’ and inclusion of ‘The 
Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future’ DCMS, (Dec. 2001).  English 
Heritage has produced guidance on ‘Transport and the Historic Environment’ 
(2004) and this may be viewed on the following website www.helm.gov.uk .  You 
may also wish to consider another English Heritage document ‘Coastal Defence & 
the Historic Environment’ (2003), also available via the Helm website. 


‘Sustaining the Historic Environment’ has been deleted. The guidance 
documents will be reviewed. 


 It is essential that wherever practicable, the location of development is informed by 
the prior assessment of potential impacts upon the historic environment so that 
significant impacts may be avoided in the first instance, and failing this, mitigation 
as the next best course of action. 


This is noted and will assist the SEA recommendations. 


 It is important that the settings of the various designations are taken into account 
in the framework.  The archaeology & cultural heritage criterion should provide for 
locally important historic buildings for consistency with the UDP 


The framework has been updated to reflect this comment. 


Environment Agency The LTP should only assess those factors which are likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment especially when setting indicators and targets for 
objectives. Any objectives should be SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, 
realistic and timebound). 


This comment has been taken into consideration in the further 
development of the SEA Framework. 


 The EA agree that the broad scope of the SA is appropriate to the Isle of Wight. 
Provided a copy of internally produced criteria which highlights the issues the EA 
feel are important for SEA in this area. 


These criteria have been reviewed and incorporated into the SEA 
framework where appropriate. 
 


 The EA have provided a list of documents which should also be referred to in 
Section 2. 


The following additional documents will be reviewed: NE Coastal 
Defence Strategy Study; Sandown Bay and Undercliff Coastal Defence 
Strategy Study; Bembridge Harbour and E Yar Coastal and Fluvial 
Strategy Study; West Wight Coastal Defence Strategy Study; IoW 
Environmental Mitigation Study. All other documents recommended 
have already been reviewed.   


 In general the baseline data is appropriate to the core strategy although some data 
sources are missing, which have been detailed separately. Additional data 
recommendations relate to groundwater protection zones; river and estuary water 
quality; Flood Zone maps; and SACs. 


Data on estuary and river water quality after 2002 has been requested 
and will added to the description of baseline conditions if it is received. 
Flood zone maps have been sent to local authorities in October 2005 
and will be reviewed. The area covered by the designation of cSAC will 
be updated with that of SAC. Briddlesford Copse and the Downs have 
been noted within the baseline. 


 Section 4.1.9 – there is a significant increase in traffic volume during the school This has been added to the baseline. 
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term 
 Section 4.7.7 – the EA would query the number of sites producing recycled 


aggregates. Knighton Sandpit, Duxmore Quarry and Bardon Vectis (Blackwater 
site) may all be producing recycled aggregates. 


The availability of data regarding aggregates on the Island is very 
limited. We are unaware of any other available data but this query has 
been noted. 


 Section 4.7.15 – This section should read “Past industrial activity presents the 
potential for land contamination  on brownfield sites”. 


This has been amended. 


 Section 4.11.1 – This Section should read “Runoff from roads and car parks can 
contain pollutants which could find their way into surface water and groundwater 
systems ”. 


This has been amended. 


 Section 4.11.13 – It should be noted that numerous groundwater  pollution 
incidents have occurred on the Island over the past few years. These incidents 
mostly relate to spillages of oil to ground. There is also an issue where a public 
water source has had to install treatment due to contamination of surrounding 
groundwater by pesticides. 


This has been added to the baseline 


 Transport infrastructure can lead to contamination of groundwater resources both 
during construction and subsequent operation. This is a particular issue on the 
Island due to it’s high level of reliance on groundwater for public water supplies. 


This issue has been added to the baseline and has been considered in 
the assessments. 


 Section 4.10.4 – Omits Ryde pierhead – Portsmouth “Fastcat” foot passenger ferry 
service 


This has been amended 


 Section 4.10.11 –This data refers to collected household waste only. This data reflects the available data regarding waste management on 
the island at that time. 


 Section 4.10.17 – This is the case with the exception of bonded cement asbestos 
products. The term “hazardous waste” as used may now be inaccurate in view of 
new Hazardous Waste Regulations. 


The baseline has been amended and the comment noted. 


 Section 4.11.0 – The EA would question the accuracy of this statement. Uncertainty regarding this comment. There is no Section 4.11.0 within 
the Scoping report. Assume this is a typing error and should be 
Section 4.11.10 regarding discharges and will check the data source. 


 Section 4.11.3 – There are a number of designated main rivers which are 
mentioned in more detail through table 4.5 of the report 


Baseline has been amended. 


 Section 4.1..13 – Should the (on-going) bentazone contamination of Southern 
Water’s potable water supply source at Niton Manor Farm qualify as a major 
contamination incident? 


This has been added to the baseline. 


 Section 4.11.17 – include East Cowes as suffering from seasonal odour problems 
due to seaweed. 


Baseline has been amended. 


 Question 6 
We agree that these are the key environmental issues for each criteria of 
relevance to transportation on the Isle of Wight. 


No comment required. 


 Suggest further emphasis be placed on the relationship between tourism and 
transport and the impact of boating on the environment. 


The relationship between tourism and transport and the impact of 
boating on the environment has been considered through the 
assessments.  


 A clearer link should also be made with regards to the potential effect of transport 
plans on the environmental issues identified in Section 4. Refers to an enclosed 
Transport Pack check list for further details.  


A purpose of the SEA is to identify environmental impacts of the plan. 
The assessments are presented within the ER. 


 Question 7 
The EA would look to see a focus on promoting alternative ways of travelling to 
tourist destinations than cars. 


The SEA Framework includes criteria to increase travel choice and the 
proportion of people using public transport, cycling and walking and to 
reduce number of car trips 


 Would like to see discussion on land use planning and it’s effect on transport 
behaviour 


We feel that the relationship with transport and land use planning has 
been adequately discussed within the ER. 


 The Plan should promote Green Transport Plans to employers and further 
consider the transport of materials by industry. 


An indicator relating to workplace travel plans are included within the 
SEA Framework. The LTP 2 considers produce miles. 


 Ask that you consider the effect of busy roads on communities. Baseline data was sought on the effects of busy roads on communities 
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but no incidences of this were identified on the Island 
 Government target has a target that “By 2010 all schools in England should have 


active travel plans” 
Target has been added to the SEA Framework. 


 The issue of impact on the transport infrastructure on flood risk and the impact of 
flooding on transport infrastructure should be identified more clearly and not just in 
table 5.1. 


We feel that these issues have been discussed in more detail within 
the ER. 


 We do not consider that any issues need to be removed. No comment required. 
 Question 8 


In general the appraisal criteria and indicators are suitable for the Isle of Wight. 
No comment required. 


 Table 5.1 – BAP habitats and species should be highlighted in the issues from 
baseline section. Biodiversity should be in the appraisal sub-criteria. Most BAPs 
also aim to increase their number or extent.  


SEA Framework has been amended although it should be noted that 
the LTP 2 will have limited opportunity to directly increase the extent of 
BAP habitats unlike some land use plans. 


Question 9 
No comments 


No comment required.  


Question 10 
Yes the structure is appropriate and easy to follow 


No comment required. 


 Section 4.11 – Under issues: The EA has been working and continues to work 
hard to improve the quality of surface water throughout the Island. 


We feel that the baseline data shows that surface water quality has 
improved. We do not feel that this comment can be described as an 
‘issue’. 


 Section 4.11.1: There is no mention of the fact that additional highway works may 
give rise to quantitative increase in run-off. We would expect to see that no such 
works should detrimentally affect the rate of run-off to receiving watercourses. 


The SEA Framework has been amended to include a sub-criterion to 
ensure that highways works do not give rise to increases in surface 
run-off 
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Appendix B Relevant Policies, Programmes, Plans And 
Strategies 


This appendix provides a summary of relevant international, national and local policies, plans, programmes 
and strategies which could influence the LTP 2. The documents listed below have been reviewed and the 
relevant details are shown in the table below. 
 
International Documents 


- Agenda 21, 1992, United Nations [1] 


- Convention on Biodiversity, 1992 [2] 


- Kyoto Protocol, 1997 [3] 


- European Biodiversity Strategy, 1998 [4] 


- EU Sixth Environmental Action Plan, 2002 [5] 


- The Cardiff  Process of environmental Integration, unpublished [6] 


 


National Documents 


- Securing the Future- The UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy, 2005 [7] 


- Air Quality Strategy, 1997, updated 2000, amended 2002, DEFRA [8] 


- UK Biodiversity Action Plan, 1994 [9] 


- Community Strategy – Local Government Act, 2000 [10] 


- Energy White Paper, 2003 [11] 


- Sustainable Communities Plan, 2003 [12] 


- Transport Strategy, 2000 [13] 


- PPS 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, 2005 [14]  


- PPS 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas, 2004 [15] 


- PPS 9: Bio-diversity and Geological Conservation, 2004 [16] 


- PPG 10: Planning and Waste Management, 1999 [17] 


- Draft PPS 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management, 2004 [18] 


- PPG 13: Transport, 2002 [19] 


- PPG 14: Development on unstable land, 1990 with annex 1996 [20] 


- PPG 15: Planning and the Historic Environment, 2002 [21] 


- PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning [22] 


- PPG 17: Planning for Open Space and Recreation, 2002 [23] 


- PPG20: Coastal Zone Protection and Planning, 1992 [24] 


- PPS 22: Renewable Energy, 2004 [25] 


- PPS 23: Planning and Pollution Control, 2004 [26] 


- PPG 24: Planning and Noise, 2001 [27] 


- PPG25: Development and Flood Risk, 2001 [28] 
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- The Urban White Paper, Our Town and Cities: the future, 2000 [30] 


- A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal - National Strategy Action Plan, 2001 [31] 


- Sustainable Communities Plan, 2003 [32] 


- The First Soil Action Plan for England 2004 – 2006, 2004 [33] 


- Taking to the Water: English Heritage’s Initial Policy for The Management of Maritime 
Archaeology in England, English Heritage, 2002 [34] 


- England’s Coastal Heritage: policy statement by English Heritage, 1996 [35] 


- The Rural White Paper, Our Countryside: The Future – A fair Deal for Rural England, 2000 [36] 


 
Regional Documents 


- South East Regional Transport Strategy From Crisis to Cutting Edge, 2004 [37] 


- Regional Planning Guidance (RPG 9) for the South East, 2001-2016 [38] 


- The South East Plan, Consultation Draft, 2005 [39] 


- The South East Plan, Consultation Draft: The Isle of Wight Special Policy Area [40], 2005 


- Sustainability Appraisal Report for the South East Plan [41] 


- Integrated Regional Framework, A Better Quality of Life in the South East, 2004 [42] 


- Regional Economic Strategy for the South East 2002-2012 [43] 


- Area Investment Framework: Overview of Investment Priorities and Forward Strategy, 2002 [44] 


 
Local Documents 


- Community Strategy (Island Futures), 2002 [45] 


- The Agenda 21 Strategy for the Isle of Wight, 2000 [46] 


- Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2004-2009, 2004 [47] 


- The Isle of Wight Catchment Management Strategy, 2004 [48]  


- Medina Estuary Management Plan- a strategic framework, revised 2000 [49]  


- The Western Yar Management Plan, revised 2004 [50] 


- Isle of Wight Coast Shoreline Management Plan: Volume 2 Management Strategy, 1997 [51] 


- Draft Tourism Development Plan, 2005 [52 


- Powering the Island through Renewable Energy, A Renewable Energy Strategy for the Isle of 
Wight to 2010, 2002 [53] 


- Arts Strategy 2002-2007, 2001 [54] 


- Corporate Plan 2002-2005, 2002 [55] 


- Crime and Disorder Strategy 2002-2005, 2002 [56] 


- Cultural Strategy 2004-2008, 2004 [57] 


- Education Development Plan, 2003 [58] 


- Empty Property Strategy, 2003-2006, 2002 [59] 


- Equality and Diversity Policy, 2002 [60] 


- Hampshire and Isle of Wight Local Delivery Plan, 2003-3006 [61] 


- Housing Needs Survey, 2003 [62] 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  57 


 


- Housing Strategy 2004-2009 [63] 


- Race Equality Scheme, 2003 [64] 


- A Rural Strategy for the Isle of Wight, 2002 [65]  


- Schools Organisation Plan, 2003 [66] 


- Social Inclusion Strategy 2001- 2005 [67]  


- Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011 [68] 


- Local Transport Plan 2001-2006 (and Annual Monitoring Report, 2004) [69] 


- Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan, ongoing [70] 
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Policy Review Table 
 
 Policy/Programme/Plan/Strategy Objectives / requirement relevant to SEA Consistency with provisional LTP 


2 
Action for SEA 


 INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS 
1 Agenda 21, 1992, United Nations Commits the Government to work towards sustainable development in 


partnership with local authorities, businesses, the voluntary sector and 
local communities, producing Local Agenda 21 (LA 21) documents.  


The LTP2 is consistent with Agenda 
21; it is moving in the same direction 
towards achieving sustainable 
development. 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
appropriate sustainable development 
objectives. 


2 Convention on Biodiversity, 1992, United 
Nations Environment Programme 


Sets out commitments for maintaining the world's ecological resources 
throughout the process of economic development. Articles requires 
Contracting Parties to develop national strategies, plans or programmes 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 
 


The LTP2 is potentially consistent 
with this document as the aims of the 
provisional LTP 2 are conducive to 
protecting the environment although 
conflict may exist with biodiversity 
depending on how the LTP 2 is 
implemented. 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
appropriate objectives to protect and 
enhance biodiversity. 


3 Kyoto Protocol, 1997, United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 


The UK's target is to cut its emissions by 12.5% below 1990 levels by 
2008-2012, and in particular cut the UK's CO2 emissions to 20% below 
1990 levels by 2010.  


The LTP is consistent with the Kyoto 
Protocol as it aims to limit emissions 
and improve air quality.  


Include target within SEA Framework 
and ensure Framework includes 
appropriate objectives to limit CO2 
emissions. 


4 European Biodiversity Strategy, 1998, 
European Commission  


Aims to anticipate prevent and attack the causes of significant reduction 
or loss of biodiversity at the source. This will help both to reverse 
present trends in biodiversity decline and to place species and 
ecosystems, including agro-ecosystems, at a satisfactory conservation 
status, both within and beyond the territory of the European Union. 


The LTP2 is potentially consistent 
with this document as the aims of the 
provisional LTP 2 are conducive to 
protecting the environment although 
conflict may exist with biodiversity 
depending on how the LTP 2 is 
implemented. 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
appropriate objectives to protect and 
enhance biodiversity. 


5 Sixth Community Environment Action Plan, 
2002, European Commission  


Identifies four environmental areas to be tackled for improvements: 


- Climate Change;  
- Nature and Biodiversity;  
- Environment and Health and quality of life; and  
- Natural Resources and Waste.  


The provisional LTP 2 is potentially 
consistent with this document as the 
aims of the provisional LTP 2 are 
conducive to improving the 
environment.  
 


Ensure that the four environmental 
areas are included within the SEA 
Framework. 


6 The Cardiff Process of Environmental 
Integration, unpublished, The Cardiff European 
Council 


Article 6 of the Amsterdam Treaty (1997) states that; Environmental 
protection requirements must be integrated into the definition and 
implementation of the Community policies and activities referred to in 
Article 3, in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development. 


The provisional LTP 2 will be 
consistent with the Cardiff Process as 
the SEA has been undertaken to 
ensure environmental considerations 
are integrated within the development 
of the Plan.  


Ensure that environmental 
considerations are integrated within 
the development of the LTP 2. 


 NATIONAL DOCUMENTS 
7 Securing the Future- The UK Government 


Sustainable Development Strategy, 2005, 
Department for the Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (DEFRA)  


Details the priorities and principles that are to be adopted to move 
further towards the goal of sustainable development. The revised key 
sustainable development objectives for the UK are:  


- Living within Environmental Limits 
- Ensuring a Strong Healthy and Just Society 
- Achieving a Sustainable Economy 
- Promoting Good Governance 
- Using Sound Science Responsibly 


The LTP2 is consistent with these 
objectives; it is moving towards 
achieving sustainable development. 
 


Ensure that these objectives are 
incorporated within the SEA 
Framework. 


8 Air Quality Strategy, 1997, updated 2000, 
amended 2002, , Department for the 


Local Authorities are required to carry out periodic reviews of air quality 
in their area, the strategy sets objectives for eight main air pollutants to 
protect health, vegetation and ecosystems.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the Air Quality Strategy as it 
aims to limit emission and improve air 


Ensure that the SEA Framework 
includes objectives to limit emissions 
and improve air quality. 
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Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)   quality.  


9 Biodiversity Action Plan, 1994, UK Biodiversity 
Partnership 


Published in response to Article 6 of the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity agreed at Rio in 1992, the Plan commits the 
Government to conserve and, where possible, enhance biodiversity 
within the UK.  


Potential conflict if the LTP 2 were to 
propose major transport 
developments / engineering works, 
however this is unlikely. The LTP 
needs to respond to the Biodiversity 
Action Plan by ensuring that any 
potential impacts on biodiversity are 
avoided. 


The SEA needs to ensure that any 
potential impacts on biodiversity are 
avoided.  


10 Community Strategy – Local Government Act, 
2000, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


Places a duty on local authorities to produce a community strategy 
promoting the social, economic and environmental well-being of their 
areas and contributing to the achievement of sustainable development 
in the UK.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with this Community Strategy as they 
are both conducive to sustainable 
development. 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
appropriate sustainable development 
objectives. 


11 Energy White Paper, 2003 


 


The white paper defines the Government’s long-term strategic vision for 
an energy policy combining environmental, security of supply, 
competitiveness and social goals. 


The provisional LTP 2 aims to 
support alternative fuels and is 
therefore, consistent with the Energy 
White Paper.  


Ensure SEA Framework includes 
objective relating to alternative fuels. 


12 Sustainable Communities Plan, 2003, Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister 


The Plan sets out the Government’s long-term vision to address the 
inequalities in many of our communities, in order to raise the quality of 
life and respect the needs of present and future generations.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the Sustainable Communities 
Plan as it aims to improve access.  


Ensure that objectives within the SEA 
Framework aim to improve access for 
all to services and facilities.  


13 Transport Strategy, 2000, Department of 
Transport- Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


The Government's integrated transport strategy which explains the need 
to extend choice and secure mobility in a way that supports sustainable 
development.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the Transport Strategy.  
 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
objectives to improve transport choice 
and accessibility. 


 Planning Policy Guidance Notes: Sustainable development policies are embodied in a range of Government Planning Policy Guidance Notes (to be replaced by Planning Policy Statements under the new 
planning regime).   


14 PPS 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, 
2005, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister  


 
 


Sustainable communities need sufficient, quality housing to meet the 
needs of the community, a flourishing local economy supported by 
adequate infrastructure, a high quality, safe and healthy local 
environmental, and the amenities and sense of space and place to 
support a diverse and vibrant local culture.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with this PPS as it’s purpose is to 
maintain and deliver adequate 
transport infrastructure and to 
increase access. 
 


Ensure that the SEA Framework 
incorporates appropriate sustainable 
development objectives. 


15 PPS 7: Sustainable Development in Rural 
Areas, 2004, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 


 
 


PPS 7 provides guidance on how development should be undertaken in 
rural areas through considering sustainable development principles: 


- Accessibility should be a key consideration in all development 
decisions. Most developments which are likely to generate large 
numbers of trips should be located in or next to towns or other 
service centres that are accessible by public transport, walking and 
cycling, in line with the policies set out in PPG13, Transport. 
Decisions on the location of other developments in rural areas 
should, where possible, give people the greatest opportunity to 
access them by public transport, walking and cycling, consistent 
with achieving the primary purpose of the development. 


- All development in rural areas should be well designed and 
inclusive, in keeping and scale with its location, and sensitive to the 
character of the countryside and local distinctiveness. 


This LTP is consistent with this PPS 
as it aims to increase accessibility 
and work in partnership with town 
planners.  
 


Ensure that the SEA Framework 
incorporates appropriate objectives 
with respect to accessibility and 
landscape particularly in more rural 
areas. 


16 PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation, 2004, Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister 


 


Sets out polices to guide the management and protection of biodiversity 
and geological conservation. Adopts the Governments principles on 
biodiversity and sustainable development and describes the 
international, national and local designations that are enforced to protect 
biodiversity, for example, Sites of Special Scientific Interest. It emphasis 


Potential conflict if the LTP 2 were to 
propose major transport 
developments / engineering works, 
however this is unlikely. The LTP 
needs to respond to PPS 9 by 


The SEA needs to ensure that any 
potential impacts on biodiversity and 
geological sites and processes are 
avoided. Ensure that the Framework 
incorporates appropriate objectives. 
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that any development should not compromise habitat or species 
protection.   


ensuring that any potential impacts 
on biodiversity and geological sites 
and processes are avoided. 


17 PPG 10: Planning and Waste Management, 
1999, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


 
 


PPG 10 sets out the general policy context for waste management and 
the criteria for siting waste facilities, emphasising the increasing 
importance of achieving sustainable waste management.  
 


This provisional LTP 2 is potentially 
consistent with this PPG. The 
provisional LTP 2 relates to waste 
management through managing the 
transportation of waste, minimising 
trips and use of materials in highways 
maintenance and other transportation 
works. 


Ensure the SEA considers 
transportation of waste and use of 
materials. 


18 Draft PPS 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste 
Management, 2004, Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister 


Seeks to promote sustainable development by protecting the 
environment and human health by producing less waste, and using it as 
a resource wherever possible. 
 


This provisional LTP 2 is potentially 
consistent with this draft PPS. The  
LTP 2 relates to waste management 
through managing the transportation 
of waste, minimising trips and use of 
materials in highways maintenance 
and other transportation works. 


Ensure the SEA considers 
transportation of waste and use of 
materials. 


19 PPG 13: Transport, 2002, Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister 


 
 


Seeks to reinforce the message that there must be greater integration of 
planning and transport in order to promote more sustainable transport 
choices and reduce the need to travel, especially by private car. 
 


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the PPG as it aims to promote 
more sustainable transport choices, 
reduce the need to travel by car and 
work in partnership with town 
planners to achieve greater 
integration of transport with town 
planning.  


Ensure the SEA includes promoting 
more sustainable transport choices, 
reducing the need to travel by car and 
integration of transport with town 
planning. 


20 PPG 14: Development on unstable land, 1990 
with annex 1996. 


 
 


PPG 14 provides guidelines principally to advise local authorities, 
landowners and developers on the planning controls over the 
development on land which is unstable or is potentially unstable. The 
developer needs to determine whether; 


- the land is capable of supporting the loads to be imposed; 
- the development will be threatened by unstable slopes on or 


adjacent to the site; 
- the development will initiate slope instability which may 


threaten its neighbours; 
- the site could be affected by ground movements due to 


natural cavities; and 
- the site could be affected by ground movements due to past, 


present or foreseeable future mining activities. 


This provisional LTP 2 is potentially in 
conflict with this PPG as some Island 
roads are in instable areas. The LTP 
2 needs to consider land instability as 
an issue. 
 


Ensure the SEA incorporates the 
need to protect people and property 
from ground instability. 


21 PPG 15: Planning and the Historic 
Environment, 2002, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 


 


PPG 15 outlines Government policies for the identification and 
protection of historic buildings, conservation areas and other elements 
of the historic environment. 


The provisional LTP 2 is potentially in 
conflict with this PPG depending on 
how it is implemented. The LTP 2 will 
need to respond to PPG 15 and 
ensure that the need to protect the 
historic environment can be 
integrated with the aims of the LTP 2.  


Ensure the SEA incorporates 
protection of historic buildings, 
conservation areas etc. 


22 PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning, 1990, 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


PPG 16 sets out Government policy on archaeological remains on land, 
and how they should be preserved or recorded both in an urban setting 
and in the countryside.  


The provisional LTP 2 is potentially in 
conflict with this PPG depending on 
how it is implemented. The LTP 2will 
need to respond to PPG 15 and 
ensure that the need to protect the 


Ensure the SEA incorporates 
protection of historic buildings, 
conservation areas etc. 
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historic environment can be 
integrated with the aims of the LTP 2. 


23 PPG 17: Planning for Open Space and 
Recreation, 2002, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 


Promotes local networks of high quality and well managed open spaces, 
sports and recreational facilities, the creation of urban environments that 
are attractive, clean and safe; perform vital functions as areas for nature 
conservation, biodiversity and air quality.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with this PPG as it aims to increase 
accessibility and promotes walking 
and cycling. 


Ensure the SEA incorporates 
increasing access to leisure facilities 
and open spaces. 


24 PPG20: Coastal Zone Protection and 
Planning, 1992, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 


 


 


Covers the character of the coast, designated areas, heritage coasts 
and the international dimension. Discusses types of coasts, policies for 
their conservation and development and policies covering risks of 
flooding, erosion and land instability, as well as coastal protection and 
defence. It outlines policies for developments which may specifically 
require a coastal location, including tourism, recreation, mineral 
extraction, energy generation and waste water and sewage treatment 
plants. 


The provisional LTP 2 is potentially in 
conflict with this PPG depending on 
how it is implemented. The LTP 2 will 
need to respond to PPG 20 and 
recognise that development on the 
coast is an issue. 


Ensure SEA includes coastal 
protection and conservation, flooding, 
and instability at the coast. 


25 PPS 22: Renewable Energy, 2004, Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister  


 
 


PPS 22 explains the potential role of renewable energy developments in 
tackling greenhouse gas emissions and meeting national targets.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with this PPS as it promotes the use 
of alternative fuels and aims to 
reduce emissions. 


Ensure SEA Framework includes 
objective relating to alternative fuels 
and reducing emissions on 
greenhouse gases. 


26 PPS 23: Planning and Pollution Control, 2004, 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


 
 
 


Policy guidance on the consideration of the quality of land, air or water 
and potential impacts from development, possibly leading to an impact 
in health. Polluting activities that are necessary for society and the 
economy should be sited and planned so that their adverse effects are 
minimised and contained to within acceptable limits. Opportunities 
should be taken to use the development process to assist and 
encourage the remediation of land already affected by contamination.   


Potential conflict with the provisional 
LTP 2 because it sets out the strategy 
for transport activities which could 
theoretically cause pollution. 
 


Ensure the SEA objectives 
incorporate avoidance of pollution of 
land, air and water. 


27 PPG 24: Planning and Noise, 2001, Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister 


 


Recognises that noise can have a significant effect on the environment 
and on the quality of life of individuals and communities and aims to 
provide advice on how the planning system can be used to minimise the 
adverse impact of noise.  


Potential conflict with provisional LTP 
2 because it sets out the strategy for 
transport activities which could 
theoretically result in adverse noise 
effects. 


Ensure SEA incorporates appropriate 
objectives to minimise the adverse 
impact of noise related to transport. 


28 PPG25 Development and Flood Risk, 2001, 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


 


This guidance explains how flood risk should be considered at all stages 
of the planning and development process in order to reduce future 
damage to property and loss of life. It sets out the importance the 
Government attaches to the management and reduction of flood risk in 
the land-use planning process, to acting on a precautionary basis and to 
taking account of climate change. 


Potential conflict with provisional LTP 
2 because it sets out the strategy for 
transport activities which could be 
located within areas at risk from 
flooding or could affect surface water 
run-off.  
 


Ensure SEA incorporates 
consideration of flood risk and taking 
account of climate change. 


29 Waste Strategy, 2000, Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions 


The strategy describes the government’s vision for managing waste and 
resources. The strategy sets new and challenging targets to be met by 
Local Authorities as well as a duty to produce a Waste Recycling Plan.  


This provisional LTP 2 is potentially 
consistent with this draft PPS. The 
provisional LTP 2 relates to waste 
management through managing the 
transportation of waste, minimising 
trips and use of materials in highways 
maintenance and other transportation 
works. 


Ensure the SEA considers 
transportation of waste and use of 
materials. 


30 The Urban White Paper, Our Town and Cities: 
the future, 2000, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 


Sets a vision of towns and cities which offer a high quality of life and 
opportunity for all, not just the few.  


Consistent with provisional LTP 2. SEA objectives will cover topics 
including health and safety, 
population (including access), 
landscape and townscape etc which 
are in line with quality of life 
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objectives. 
31 A New Commitment to Neighbourhood 


Renewal - National Strategy Action Plan, 2001, 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 


The Strategy sets out the Government's vision for narrowing the gap 
between deprived neighbourhoods and the rest of the country, so that 
no-one should be seriously disadvantaged by where they live.  


Consistent with provisional LTP 2 as 
it aims to improve access for all.  


Ensure SEA incorporates improving 
access for all. 


32 Sustainable Communities Plan, 2003, Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister 


 


Sets out the Government’s long-term vision to address the inequalities 
in many of our communities, in order to raise the quality of life and 
respect the needs of present and future generations.  


Consistent with provisional LTP 2 as 
it aims to improve access for all.  


Ensure SEA incorporates improving 
access for all. 


33 The First Soil Action Plan for England 2004 – 
2006, 2004, Department of the Environment 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 


 


Identifies actions to be taken forward to improve the protection and 
management of soils within a range of land uses. The actions proposed 
in the plan work towards a common vision that recognises the several 
vital functions that soils perform for society.  


Potential conflict with the provisional 
LTP 2 because it sets out the strategy 
for transport activities which could 
theoretically result in adverse affects 
on soil functionality through 
engineering works.   
 


Ensure SEA incorporates need to 
protect soil functionality. 


34 Taking to the Water: English Heritage’s Initial 
Policy for The Management of Maritime 
Archaeology in England, English Heritage, 
2002, English Heritage 


Discusses the legislative framework pertaining to maritime archaeology 
and the future role of English Heritage and Local Authority 
Archaeological Officers.  It also considers how English Heritage can fulfil 
its new obligations to better understand and manage the maritime 
archaeological resource. 


Potential conflict or compatibility with 
the provisional LTP 2 depending on 
how it is implemented. There is a 
potential for conflict because the 
provisional LTP 2 sets out the 
strategy for transport activities which 
could adversely affect heritage sites 
or unknown archaeology through for 
example, engineering works.   
 


Ensure SEA incorporates protection 
of the historic environment including 
within the geographical scope of the 
SEA. 


35 England’s Coastal Heritage: policy statement 
by English Heritage, 1996, English Heritage 


 


Recognises that England's coastal zone contains an important legacy of 
historic assets including, in particular, a complex array of archaeological 
remains, many of which were originally constructed on dry land, stable 
inlets and cliff tops.  It states that a combination of rising sea levels and 
maritime erosion over time threaten to destroy many of these sites. 


Potential conflict or compatibility with 
the provisional LTP 2 depending on 
how it is implemented. There is a 
potential for conflict because the 
provisional LTP 2 sets out the 
strategy for transport activities which 
could adversely affect heritage sites 
or unknown archaeology through for 
example, engineering works.   
 


Ensure SEA incorporates protection 
of the historic environment including 
within the geographical scope of the 
SEA. 


36 The Rural White Paper, Our Countryside: The 
Future – A Fair Deal for Rural England, 2000 


Key objectives of the White Paper are: 


- To facilitate the development of dynamic, competitive and 
sustainable economies in the countryside, tackling poverty in 
rural areas. 


- To maintain and stimulate communities, and secure access to 
services, which is equitable in all circumstances, for those who 
live or work in the countryside. 


- To conserve and enhance rural landscapes and diversity and 
abundance of wildlife (including habitats on which on which it 
depends). 


- To increase opportunities for people to get enjoyment from the 
countryside. To open up public access to mountain, moor, heath 
and down and register common land by the end of 2005. 


- To promote government responsiveness to rural, local 
government, government agencies and better co-ordination with 
non-government bodies. 


Consistent with the provisional LTP 2 
which is aiming to improve access for 
all including through improvements to 
RoW, and by supporting the Island 
economy. Potential conflict relating to 
landscape and biodiversity depending 
on how the LTP 2 is implemented. 


Ensure the SEA includes objectives 
to protect landscapes, biodiversity 
and improve access to services and 
employment for all. 


 REGIONAL DOCUMENTS 
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37 From Crisis to Cutting Edge - Regional 
Transport Strategy (2004) South East 
England Regional Assembly 
 


Forms the basis for the transport and communication chapter of the 
South East Plan (Draft for public consultation). The draft RTS has been 
produced on the basis that the overall strategy and development 
principles set out in the regional planning guidance (RPG9) remain 
unaltered. 
 
Overarching vision is ‘…a high quality transport system to act as a 
catalyst for continued economic growth and provide for an improved 
quality of life for all in a sustainable and socially inclusive manner; a 
regional transport system which, by 2021 matches the standards of the 
best in North West Europe’ 


The LTP 2 needs to respond to the 
Strategy which guides transportation 
provision at the regional level. The 
LTP 2 is consistent with the Regional 
Transport Strategy. 


Ensure the SEA incorporates 
objectives from the Regional 
Transport Strategy 


38 Regional Planning Guidance (RPG 9) for the 
South East, 2001-2016, Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister 


 
 


Sets out the vision for sustainable development within the South East 
region. The guidance has a vision of ensuring a higher quality of 
environment with management of natural resources, encouraging 
economic success throughout the South East region, opportunity and 
equity for the Region’s population, and a more sustainable pattern of 
development which is less dispersed, makes better use of previously 
developed land and relies more on walking, cycling, public transport and 
new technology to reduce the impacts of travel.  


The LTP is consistent with Regional 
Planning Guidance as it promotes 
walking, cycling and use of public 
transport, and supports the Island 
economy.  
 


Ensure the SEA includes appropriate 
objectives to create opportunities for 
walking and cycling, encourage use 
of public transport, reduce impacts of 
travel, and improve the quality of the 
environment.  


39 The South East Plan, Consultation Draft, 2005, 
South East England Regional Assembly 


 
 


The Regional Spatial Strategy prepared under the new planning regime. 
The draft vision is for “future development to create wealth, and a 
sustainable economy, whilst also respecting the environment, 
safeguarding bio-diversity, and areas of landscape and ecological 
importance”.  
 


The final LTP 2 needs to respond to 
the South East Plan and its 
interpretation at a local level through 
the LDF.. 


SEA covers environmental topics 
including material assets, biodiversity, 
and landscape and townscape. 


40 The South East Plan: The Isle of Wight Special 
Policy Area Specifically policy IW2 – Strategic 
Transport Links, 2005, South East Regional 
Assembly 


 


Recommends the protection of all designated areas and coastal zones. 
The Isle of Wight is reliant upon efficient and well managed links to the 
mainland. The strategic Cross Solent links should be maintained and 
improved to provide a service which fits with this role, and should form 
part of an integrated transport approach developed at the local level. 


The LTP is consistent with policy 
IW2. 
 


Ensure the SEA covers protection of 
all designated areas and coastal 
zones, and links to the mainland. 


41 Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report on the 
Consultation Draft of the South East Plan, 
January 2005, South East England Regional 
Assembly  


 


The Integrated Regional Framework (IRF) set of objectives and 
indicators has been used as the basis for the SA Framework. 
 
The report sets out 25 key sustainability issues facing the region which 
cover biodiversity, waste generation, energy efficiency, climate change, 
accessibility to affordable homes, flooding, health and well-being, 
poverty and social exclusion, education, crime, efficient use of land, air 
pollution, resources and sustainable products, rivers and coasts, 
sustainable tourism, employment, and economic revival. 


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with this document. 


The SEA Framework has 
incorporated the objectives of the IRF 
and covers the sustainability issues 
listed with respect to transport.  


42 Integrated Regional Framework, A Better 
Quality of Life in the South East, 2004, South 
East England Regional Assembly 


 


Stresses the need for better policy co-ordination at a regional level. 
Replaces the Sustainable Development Framework (SDF). It provides 
the overarching high-level policy framework for the region. The IRF sets 
out sustainable development objectives and indicators for the South 
East, and these have been used as a starting point for the South East 
Plan (see above).   


The LTP 2 is consistent with the 
integrated regional framework.  
 


The SEA Framework has 
incorporated the objectives of the 
IRF.  


43 Regional Economic Strategy for the South 
East 2002-2012, South East England 
Development Agency  


 


Sets out a framework for promoting economic prosperity in the region to 
2012. The principle of sustainability is at the heart of the strategy. The 
RES sets a ten year framework for delivering the economic aspirations 
of the Regional Sustainable Development Framework (now superseded 
by the IRF, see above).  


The LTP 2 needs to respond to and is 
consistent with the Regional 
Economic Strategy for the South East 
as it sets the framework for economic 
development on the Island. The 
provisional LTP 2 aims to support the 


The SEA Framework has 
incorporated appropriate sustainable 
development objectives. Including 
those of the IRF which has 
superseded the Sustainable 
Development Framework. 
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Island economy.  
44 Area Investment Framework: Overview of 


Investment Priorities and Forward Strategy, 
2002, Arup Economics and Planning 
 
 


Provides a summary of main areas and key priorities for securing and 
co-ordinating public and private investment in the Isle of Wight. It 
provides an analysis of trends and indicators, identifies gaps in 
investment against regeneration priorities and outlines a framework for 
investment planning, Island governance and securing funding. It reflects 
sustainability through the aspects of housing & employment, achieving 
growth & development, regeneration, education & training, tourism, 
Island’s internal transport problems.  


The LTP is needs to respond to and 
is consistent with the Area Investment 
Framework.   
 


None 


 LOCAL DOCUMENTS 
45 Community Strategy (Island Futures), 2002, 


Local Strategic Partnership 


 
 


Adopts the vision statement drawn from the Local Agenda 21 Plan, 
which is “A happy, contented and prosperous Island, where each 
member of the community enjoys the highest quality of life and where 
we work together to ensure that the Island’s natural beauty and cultural 
heritage is passed undiminished to future generations”. The strategy 
reflects many aspects of sustainability.  


The LTP is consistent with the 
Community Strategy.   
 


The SEA Framework has 
incorporated appropriate objectives 
from the Community Strategy. 


46 The Agenda 21 Strategy for the Isle of Wight, 
2000, Isle of Wight Council 


 


Sets out a number of core priorities which focus on a sustainable 
economy, sustainable transport, environmental stewardship and 
sustainable resource management. This includes;  


- Creating an economy which brings maximum social, economic 
and environmental gain to local people – a sustainable economy; 


- Developing transport systems which are affordable, accessible, 
networked across the Island and which minimise environmental 
pollution and degradation – sustainable transport; 


- Protecting and enhancing the Island’s natural and built 
environment – environmental stewardship; and 


- Making the best use of the Island’s natural resources and 
reducing the generation of waste – sustainable resource 
management.  


The Agenda 21 is consistent with the 
provisional LTP 2 which is moving 
towardsachieving sustainable 
development. 


 


Appropriate aims and objectives 
within the document have been 
incorporated into the SEA 
Framework. 


47 Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Management Plan 2004-2009, 2004, 
AONB Partnership 


 


Sets out current threats and challenges that exist in conserving and 
enhancing the AONB and Heritage Coasts. 


It aims to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the landscape for 
the use and enjoyment of future generations. Eight main objectives 
cover; Landscape Character, Earth Heritage, Wildlife, Historic 
Environment, Living and Working, Traffic and Transport, Farming and 
Forestry and Visiting and Enjoying.  


The LTP is consistent with the Isle of 
Wight Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Management Plan but conflict 
may exist depending on how it is 
implemented.  
 


The SEA needs to include protection 
and enhancement of the AONB and 
Heritage Coasts. 


48 The Isle of Wight Catchment Management 
Strategy, 2004, Environment Agency  


The overall objective of the CAMS which is to ensure that abstraction of 
water is carried out in a sustainable way 


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the Catchment Management 
Strategy. 


SEA should include the protection of 
groundwater quality and resources.  


49 Medina Estuary Management Plan- a strategic 
framework, revised 2000, Medina Estuary 
Project 


 


The overall aim of the MEMP is to manage and restrict development in 
the Medina estuary so that it does not conflict with the existing 
environment. Objectives relevant to the provisional LTP 2 are 
summarised as follows: 


- To ensure that existing and future rights of way are designated, 
managed and maintained appropriately  and increase public 
awareness about the existing rights of way network and improve 
the quality and provision of footpaths and cyclepaths 


- To maintain access channels and wharves, subject to technical 
and environmental considerations and investigate the feasibility 
of providing landing and storage facilities for the commercial 


The LTP needs to respond to the 
Medina Estuary Management Plan. It 
is consistent with respect to 
maintaining rights of way and cycle 
paths. Conflicts may arise with 
respect to nature conservation, flood 
risk, cultural resource, water quality, 
and transport infrastructure such as 
wharves depending on how the LTP 2 
is implemented. 


SEA should include the protection 
and enhancement of landscape, 
biodiversity, access to the 
countryside, improvements to 
footpaths and cycleways, flood risk, 
water quality and maintaining material 
assets including wharves etc 
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fishermen registered at Cowes 
- To safeguard the cultural resource 
- To maintain and enhance the estuarine landscape, preserve and 


enhance the open rural landscape, promote a high standard of 
maintenance of the estuary landscape. 


- To minimise the adverse impact of development on the nature 
conservation resource and maximise opportunities to conserve 
and enhance the nature conservation resource 


- To ensure the co-ordination of appropriate coastal protection and 
flood relief 


- To improve the water quality of the estuary 
- To ensure that up to date and comprehensive plans to deal with 


any oil spill incident exist for the Coastal Environment- 


 


50 The Western Yar Management Plan, revised 
2004, Western Yar Management Committee 


 


The EMP has been developed to secure the long term future, health and 
special value of the estuary, adjacent land and sea. The EMP adopts 
the principle aims of sustainable development. Objectives relevant to 
the provisional LTP 2 are summarised as follows: 


- The special character of the area should be maintained. 
- To allow the physical and other natural processes within the 


Western Yar to function with the minimum of human modification. 
- To encourage a strong economy, in Yarmouth, the Harbour and 


the estuary hinterland 
- To enhance the beauty of the estuary both in terms of natural 


features and historic buildings by ensuring that future 
development reflects the local character of the area. 


- To ensure that the environment of Western Yar is safe, clean and 
pollution free. 


- To encourage and promote public enjoyment of the estuary 
through careful provision and management of access and rights 
of way. 


- To maintain the recreational use of the Western Yar through 
voluntary systems of management and co-operative agreements.  


- To ensure that the Western Yar is a safe place. 


The LTP needs to respond to the 
Western Yar Estuary Management 
Plan. It is consistent with respect to 
maintaining rights of way and access 
and supporting the Island economy. 
Conflicts may arise with respect to 
nature conservation, landscape, 
water quality, and pollution depending 
on how the LTP 2 is implemented. 


 


SEA should include the protection 
and enhancement of landscape, 
biodiversity, access to the 
countryside, improvements to rights 
of way, water quality and pollution. 


51 Isle of Wight Coast Shoreline Management 
Plan: Volume 2 Management Strategy, 1997, 
Isle of Wight Council 


 


Of relevant to the provisional LTP 2 are the following key objectives of 
the document:  


- Assess a range of strategic coastal defence options and agree a 
preferred option,  


- Identify opportunities for maintaining and enhancing the natural 
coastal environment, taking account of any specific targets set by 
legislation or any locally set targets 


The LTP needs to respond to and be 
guided by the Isle of Wight Coast 
Shoreline Management Plan.  
 


The objectives of protecting the 
coastline in line with the Shoreline 
Management Plan will need to be 
considered within the SEA and within 
the SEA framework. 


 


52 Draft Tourism Development Plan, 2005, Isle of 
Wight Council  


 


Seeks to ensure that the Isle of Wight maximizes the potential of the 
tourism industry and enable it to grow in a way that is economically, 
socially and environmentally sustainable. Long term key objectives for 
tourism on the Isle of Wight, of relevance to the provisional LTP 2, are: 


- Radically less seasonal – longer, flatter patterns of business 
- Higher quality – across the whole spectrum of visitor experience 
- Enhancing and protecting the environment – ensuring that key 


assets are not spoiled by over development or excessive use 


LTP2 must respond to this plan in 
order to limit the impacts of tourism 
on the transport network, to 
encourage sustainable tourism and to 
limit traffic and environmental impacts 
of tourism. 


 


SEA needs to consider the impact of 
tourism transport on the environment. 


53 Powering the Island through Renewable 
Energy, A Renewable Energy Strategy for the 
Isle of Wight to 2010, 2002, Isle of Wight 


The aim of the strategy it to increase the proportion of energy produced 
on the Island from renewable sources whilst limiting environmental 
impacts. On-shore wind power is considered the main option as it is 


The LTP is consistent with the 
Renewable Energy Strategy as it 


Ensure SEA Framework includes 
objectives relating to alternative fuels 
and reducing emissions on 
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Council 


 


both commercially viable and feasible for the Island in the long term, 
with the achievable contribution to electricity demand by 2010 estimated 
to be 5-8%.  


supports the use of alternative fuels.  


 


greenhouse gases. 


54 Arts Strategy 2002-2007, 2001, Isle of Wight 
Council 


 


Incorporates aspects of sustainability that focus on regeneration, 
education and training, tourism and cultural, arts and social and 
recreational needs. Six objectives are provided that relate to 
sustainability in particular objective 5 is relevant which is ‘To promote 
the role of the arts in enhancing the distinctiveness of the Island 
environment, through public art & environmental art initiatives’.  


The LTP is consistent with the Arts 
Strategy as it aims to increase access 
to facilities and services.  
 


Ensure SEA includes objectives 
relating to improving access to 
cultural facilities.  


55 Corporate Plan 2002-2005, 2002, Isle of Wight 
Council 


 


 


Sets out the Council’s vision and corporate priorities. The overall vision 
of the plan and organisation is to “improve Island life”. To work towards 
this vision six key objectives are set out including Improving health, 
housing and the quality of life for all, encouraging job creation and 
economic prosperity, raising educational standards and promoting 
lifelong learning, creating safe and crime free communities, improving 
public transport and the highways infrastructure and protecting the 
Island’s physical environment.  


The LTP is consistent with the 
Corporate Plan.   


 


Ensure SEA Framework incorporates 
the objectives of the Corporate 
Strategy. 


56 Crime and Disorder Strategy 2002-2005, 2002, 
Safer Communities Partnership 


 


The Crime and Disorder Partnership aims to reduce crime, disorder and 
the fear of crime on the Isle of Wight and make the Island a safer place 
in which to live, to work and to visit.  


The LTP is consistent with the Crime 
and Disorder Strategy.  
 


Ensure SEA Framework includes 
objectives to improve safety. 


57 Cultural Strategy 2004-2008, 2004, Isle of 
Wight Council 


 


Aims to ‘enhance the quality of life of IoW residents through the 
provision of cultural experiences and opportunities and the development 
of cultural values;  to use cultural activities and values to assist in 
underpinning the Island’s tourism industry’  


The LTP is consistent with the 
Cultural Strategy as it aims to 
increase access to facilities and 
services.  
 


Ensure SEA includes objectives 
relating to improving access to 
cultural facilities.  


58 Education Development Plan, 2003, Isle of 
Wight Council 


 


Sets the agenda for the delivery and development of school 
improvement work of the Education and Community Development 
Directorate of the Isle of Wight Council. The Directorate of Education 
and Community Development has defined its purpose, beliefs and 
values as; Raising Achievement, Community Learning, Inclusion and 
Best Value.  


The LTP is consistent with the 
Education Development Plan as it 
aims to provide access to education.  
 


Ensure SEA includes objectives 
relating to improving access to 
education. 


59 Empty Property Strategy, 2003-2006, 2002, 
Isle of Wight Council 


 


Key aim is to ensure that maximum use is made of the existing housing 
stock on the Island. Specifically the strategy is related to quality of life, 
housing and employment, spatial pattern of future development and 
regeneration.  


The LTP is consistent with the Empty 
Property Strategy as is aims to 
provide access to services for all 
populations.  
 


Ensure SEA includes access to 
services for all and reducing 
community severance. 


60 Equality and Diversity Policy, 2002, Isle of 
Wight Council 


 


The Council’s target is to achieve Level 5 of the Equality Standard within 
7 years; that is by 2009. The policy has an internal focus on the 
achieving equality within the Council, however through the adoption of 
this policy contributes to ensuring the quality of life on the Island is not 
compromised. 


The LTP is consistent with the 
Equality and Diversity Policy as is 
aims to provide access to services for 
all population and aims to improve 
health and safety.  
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access to services and facilities 
(including health) for all and 
improving health and safety. 


61 Hampshire and Isle of Wight Local Delivery 
Plan, 2003-2006, Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Strategic Health Authority 


 


Sets out how the local NHS will work over the next three years to 
improve the health and well-being of local people, modernise health 
services and deliver the major improvements outlined in the NHS Plan.  


The LTP is consistent with the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Local 
Delivery Plan as it aims to improve 
health.  
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access to services and facilities 
(including health) for all and 
improving health and safety. 


62 Housing Needs Survey, 2003 , Isle of Wight 
Council 


Aims to invest in local communities to develop sustainability, 
independence and support diversity. The report includes as its main 
headings; Strategic Priorities, an overview of the Island’s housing 


LTP2 has to respond to this 
document and the effect it has on 
spatial planning and therefore 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access for all. 
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 market, Housing Demand, Housing Supply, Delivering Outcomes 
including implementation costs, delivery targets and projected spend.  


transport needs on the Island. 
 


63 Housing Strategy 2004-2009, Isle of Wight 
Council 


 


An additional 1,263 units of affordable housing are required each year to 
keep pace with demand. Aims to work with local communities to ensure 
the delivery of new sustainable homes, improve peoples’ independence 
and support diversity. Also includes policies aimed at reducing energy 
consumption in the home and incorporating sustainable energy 
measures in new social housing.  


LTP2 has to respond to this 
document and the effect it has on 
spatial planning and therefore 
transport needs on the Island. 
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access for all. 


64 Race Equality Scheme, 2003, Isle of Wight 
Council 


 


Outlines the action the Council will be taking to tackle racial 
discrimination, ensure equality and promote good race relations across 
the Island.  


The LTP2 is consistent with the race 
equality scheme as is aims to 
improve access for all.  
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access for all. 


65 A Rural Strategy for the Isle of Wight, 2002, 
Isle of Wight Council  


 


It embodies a rural vision for the Isle of Wight, which respects and 
protects its distinctive land and seascape, nurtures its unique culture 
and community life, and encourages new and sustainable forms of 
economic activity. A rural strategy is needed as it covers over 50% of 
the Island with many pressing sub-issues i.e. housing/economy – 
farming/village communities/transport etc. The strategy reflects many 
aspects of sustainability.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the rural strategy for the Isle of 
Wight as it aims to provide access for 
all.  
 


Ensure the SEA includes objectives 
to protect landscapes, biodiversity 
and improve access to services and 
employment for all. 


66 Schools Organisation Plan, 2003, Isle of Wight 
Council 


 


Aims to achieve a balance between the number of places available and 
the pupils for whom they are required. This can be achieved by: 


- Building new schools   
- Extending existing schools  
- Reducing places at existing schools, for example by removing 


temporary buildings or changing the use of spaces   
- Amalgamating or closing schools 


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the Schools Organisational Plan 
as it aims to improve access to 
education. It also needs to respond to 
this plan. 
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access to education. 


67 Social Inclusion Strategy 2001- 2005, Isle of 
Wight Council  


 


Focuses upon the processes, which create disadvantage rather than the 
symptoms. The Strategy developed by the Social Inclusion Working 
Group aims to provide an integrated policy framework through to 2005. 
The strategy relates to quality of life, cultural, arts, social and 
recreational needs.  


The provisional LTP 2 is consistent 
with the social inclusion strategy as it 
aims to improve access to all.  
 


Ensure SEA includes improving 
access for all. 


68 Isle of Wight Council Unitary Development 
Plan 1996-2011, Isle of Wight Council 


 


Has the vision of “not only to improve employment opportunities, 
infrastructure and services on the Island, but also to maintain and 
improve the Island’s environment and quality of life”. It incorporates and 
reflects many aspects of sustainability including quality of life, housing 
and employment, balancing growth and environment, spatial patterns of 
future development, rural regeneration, tourism, minerals, environmental 
protection and waste management and protecting, enhancing and 
utilising the Island’s natural assets.  


The provisional LTP 2 has to respond 
to the Isle of Wight Council Unitary 
Development Plan and the future 
Local Development Framework which 
allocates development and sets out 
policies for land use planning. The 
LTP 2 will also need to respond to the 
emerging LDF when information is 
available. 


Ensure SEA incorporates the 
objectives of the UDP and considers 
the effect of the emerging LDF when 
information is available. 


69 Local Transport Plan 2001-2006, (and Annual 
Monitoring Report 2004), Isle of Wight Council 


 


The LTP sets out a five year framework for developing a sustainable 
transport strategy based on the UDP policies to 2006. 
 
The LTP aims to achieve a closer integration between transport modes 
and co-ordination with land use planning in order to reduce the need for 
travel and enhance the alternatives to the private car. Public 
participation has identified transport as the single biggest issues 
amongst Islanders, with particular reference made to ferries, public 
transport costs, roads, parking and access to leisure facilities.  


The provisional LTP 2 follows on from 
the first LTP and builds upon the aims 
made within this document. 


The SEA should utilise as far as 
practical the indicators and targets 
within the LTP. It is assumed that the 
LTP represents ‘business and usual’. 
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The LTP2 is currently being prepared.  


70 Isle of Wight Local Biodiversity Action Plan, 
ongoing, Isle of Wight Council 


 


The Action Plan is a collection of individual action plans for a number of 
habitats and species. Action plans exist for the following:  


- Farmland 
- Lowland heathland  
- Lowland meadows  
- Lowland wood pasture and parkland 
- Maritime cliffs and slopes 
- Lowland calcareous grasslands 
- Lowland dry acid grassland 
- Red squirrel  
- Wetlands 
- Woodlands 
- Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 
- Coastal salt marsh 
- Coastal sand dunes 
- Seagrass beds 
- Saline lagoons 
- Mudflats 
- Freshwater systems and wetlands 
- Solent Coastal Habitat 


Conflict may exist with biodiversity 
depending on how the LTP 2 is 
implemented. 
 


Ensure the SEA Framework includes 
appropriate objectives to protect and 
enhance biodiversity. 
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Appendix C Summary Of Baseline Data 


This Appendix provides a summary of current environmental conditions of the Isle of Wight which are of 
relevance to the SEA of the LTP2. This Appendix also identifies trends in the evolution of those conditions, 
data gaps and environmental issues relating to each criterion for the collection of environmental baseline 
information in this SEA.  


AIR QUALITY 


This section addresses baseline air quality and reviews emissions to air from vehicles (government objectives 
relate to carbon dioxide, 1-3, butadiene, lead, nitrogen dioxide, benzene, sulphur dioxide and particulate 
matter) and emissions from other sources (e.g. from industrial installations) on the Island.  


Transport is a significant contributor to local air pollution. Poor air quality has been linked to respiratory 
problems in humans and can affect ecosystems and can also accelerate erosion of buildings. For example, 
nitrogen dioxide is both a respiratory irritant in humans and can also be absorbed by plants which could lead to 
species mortality. The distribution of petrol can also be a source of benzene pollution to the air. 


Under the Environment Act 1995, local authorities are required to carry out an Air Quality Review and 
Assessment and set up Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) where national air quality objectives are 
unlikely to be met. 


The Isle of Wight Council have completed their first stage review and assessment process for air quality 
management, but has not declared any AQMAs on the Island. 


The second round review process has been undertaken. Current concentrations of air pollutants have been 
compared to past results and further modelling and assessment has been undertaken for pollutants which 
have demonstrated an increase in concentration. 


Carbon dioxide, 1-3, butadiene, lead, nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter did not need further assessment 
as concentrations are low and meet the government assessment criteria and air quality objectives. Further 
assessment however was required for benzene and sulphur dioxide. 


Additional modelling and assessment focussed on benzene and sulphur dioxide. This modelling found that 
neither pollutant would exceed future air quality objectives. Therefore no AQMAs are required on the Island. 


2001 Census data shows that 60.1% of economically active travel to work is by private car (54.2% car drivers; 
5.9% car passengers).  Information gained through the Census suggests that car ownership levels are rising 
on the Island and monitoring carried out as a part of the Local Transport Plan process and reported every year 
in the annual report, shows that at peak times nearly 80% of cars entering Newport are single occupancy 
vehicles.  In addition, nearly 60% of journeys on the Island are less than 2 miles long, reflecting a large 
number of short journeys being undertaken in the car on their own. There is a significant increase in traffic 
volume during school term. 


Local discussions and consultation as a part of the Local Transport Plan process indicated that congestion is 
not a major problem on the Island, particularly when compared with nearby mainland roads and locations in 
Portsmouth and Southampton.  It is however an issue that is of concern to the Council, particularly where the 
dispersed population and the radial layout of roads means that most roads lead to Newport. 


The feedback from discussion groups and workshops indicated that traffic queuing lengths are increasing on 
the Island’s strategic transport routes, particularly as they approach Newport and on the A3055, through 
Sandown, Lake and Shanklin. These problems are exacerbated during the summer months when traffic 
numbers are increased due to holiday traffic.  Problems tend to be worse during inclement weather, when a 
visit to a local town and its undercover attractions is preferable to outdoor recreation 


The nature of the Island which is predominantly rural with dispersed settlements, means there will always be 
reliance on the car but access to public transport needs to be improved to reduce car reliance and social 
exclusion, particularly to cater for the elderly and retired sector of the community who tend to be more 
dependent on public transport. It has been recognised in the Community Strategy that there is a need to cut 
car use due to limited road capacity, and to reduce air pollutant emissions. 
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The Environmental Health Officer for the Isle of Wight Council advised in recent correspondence on the SEA 
that an increase in cross-Solent ferry traffic, resulting in larger and more polluting ferries, increases the 
likelihood of the exceedance of national air quality objectives. Similarly, an increase in road traffic, resulting in 
a higher throughput of petrol at the terminal, may result in an increase in benzene emissions. Monitoring traffic 
flow counts would provide information on the scale of traffic growth 


There are eight installations on the Isle of Wight registered under the Pollution Inventory for the Environment 
Agency in 2003. Five of these installations produce emissions to air. These are: 


� RWE Innogy Plc (fuel and power production and associated processes); 


� SP Systems (chemicals); 


� GKN Westland Aerospace (Holdings) Ltd (Inorganic chemical processes);  


� Contract Heat and Power Plc (Combustion processes and production of fuel from waste); and  


� Island Waste Services Limited (waste processes) 


Of the emissions monitored from these installations, data from 2003 from the Environment Agency shows that 
all emissions are below the reporting threshold, apart from methane emitted by Island Waste Services Limited, 
which is at the reporting threshold for this substance.  


Sources of data 


� Local Air Quality Management. Air Quality Archive, DEFRA, 2005 


� Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan 2001-2006. Annual Progress Report 2004. Isle of Wight Council, 2004 


� Air Quality Modelling Study for the Isle of Wight Council. FaberMaunsell Ltd., 2005  


� Correspondence from IOW Council received on 15/04/05 


� 2000-2005 NO2 Diffusion Tubes Results. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 


� What’s in Your Backyard? Environment Agency, 2003 


� Isle of Wight Census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001. Isle of Wight Council, 2001.   


� The Community Strategy for the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2004.  


Trends 


� NO2 concentrations at a number of monitoring points on the island have slightly increased in the past 4 
years, but fall within the national guideline values. 


� The LTP1 (2001) reports that in the few years prior to 2001 there has been a decline in the amount of 
freight arriving on the island by coastal shipping and corresponding growth in the amount of freight 
transferred to the island roll-on roll-off ferry.  


� Although no AQMAs have been declared on the Island, the Council believes that increases in traffic and 
ferry movements in the future could cause exceedences of benzene and sulphur dioxide. Therefore there 
is the potential for a future declaration of an AQMA. 


Data Gaps 


None identified. 


Issues 


� NO2 concentrations have slightly increased in the past 4 years, but presently fall within acceptable 
national guideline values. 


� Census data shows that 60.1% of economically active travel to work by private car (54.2% car drivers; 
5.9% car passengers). 


� The nature of the Island means there will always be reliance on the car but access to public transport 
needs to be improved to reduce car reliance and social exclusion, particularly with respect to the forecast 
rise in retired people who are more dependent on public transport. 
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� Traffic congestion occurs in certain ‘hot spots’ on the Island (including Newport and on the A3055, 
through Sandown, Lake and Shanklin), exacerbated by tourism traffic in the summer months. There is a 
need to cut car use due to limited road capacity, and to minimise air pollutant emissions from road 
transport. 


� Modal split (private car use, public transport, cycling and walking). 


� There are other sources of air pollution on the Island, such as the ferries, energy plants and landfill. 


� Trends indicate that the amount of freight arriving on the Island by coastal shipping is declining and the 
amount of freight transferred to the Island by roll-on roll-off ferry is increasing. The LTP2 will need to 
respond to this trend in order to minimise impact on the road network and to the environment. 


NOISE AND VIBRATION 


Transport can be a significant source of noise and vibration. Noise is considered a statutory nuisance if it 
affects the health of people in the locality.  


According to an Environmental Health Officer (EHO) at the Isle of Wight Council, noise and vibration are not 
significant issues on the Island when considered at a strategic level. To put the Island into a national 
perspective, the European Environmental Noise Directive (Directive 2002/49/EC) requires member states to 
draw up noise maps and to develop action plans to deal with noise levels in those areas. However, noise maps 
are only required for all agglomerations with over 250,000 inhabitants, and for all major roads with over 6 
million vehicle passages a year, major railways with over 60,000 train passages a year, and major civil 
airports. The EHO has stated that the Isle of Wight contains none of these qualifying features and this could 
also be considered an indication that noise is not an issue at the strategic level. 


The EHO advised that the Council has received noise complaints in Fishbourne associated with ferry, activity 
at unsociable hours such as loading and unloading and onboard ferry announcements. 


Sources of data 


� Consultation with Environmental Health Officer at the Isle of Wight Council dated 4th July 2005.  


� Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 relating to the 
assessment and management of environmental noise. 


Trends 


� None identified. 


Data gaps 


� There are no data relating to background noise levels across the Island. 


Issues  


� The Council has received complaints in the past associated with ferry activity at unsociable hours in 
Fishbourne. 


 


CLIMATIC FACTORS  


This criterion covers the causes of climate change and considers planning for extreme climatic events and 
predicted changes in climate.  


Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas which is thought to cause global warming and is emitted by vehicles 
powered by fossil fuels (i.e. petrol and diesel). Flooding and erosion caused by wave action can be an issue on 
some coastlines. Flooding can also be caused by surface run-off after precipitation. 


The effects of climate change in the South of England have been predicted to include greater rainfall in winter 
and less in summer, temperature rise, sea surface temperature rise, and greater frequency of extreme weather 
events. Transport planning should consider the location of land for transport infrastructure in relation to the 
vulnerability to the effects of climate change including extreme weather events e.g. flooding and sea level rise, 
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avoiding exacerbating these effects and working towards government targets to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions. 


Parts of the coast of the Isle of Wight are susceptible to flooding and if sea levels continue to rise due to 
climate change this will result in changes to the coastal environment. Flooding is a concern in the urban areas 
of Cowes, East Cowes and Newport. An assessment of the vulnerability of the low lying areas of Cowes has 
determined that flooding is due to the combination of high tide levels and rapid run off from steep slopes above 
the settlement. Flooding occurs in Newport during high tides. Flooding may become more of a problem as 
climate change and global warming develop. 


Figure C.1 indicates the monthly rainfall for the Isle of Wight (source: 2001 Isle of Wight Census Map) in 2001 
compared with monitored mean, maximum and minimum data for the years 1959 to 2001. 


 
Figure C.1 Monthly rainfall for the Isle of Wight ( source: 2001 Isle of Wight Census Map) in 2001 
compared with monitored mean, maximum and minimum d ata for the years 1959 to 2001 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Environment Agency’s Indicative Flood Zone Maps show areas at risk from flooding from rivers or coastal 
waters at Cowes, along the River Medina to Newport, at Whippingham, Fishbourne to Wootton Bridge, Ryde, 
at Bembridge Foreland, Bembridge Point inland to Sandown, Hamstead, Yarmouth, and Freshwater. These 
Flood Zone Maps have recently been produced and are the primary tool for planning. 


Erosion occurs on the Island particularly round the coastline due to the soft nature of the rock. Risks of erosion 
and flooding on the coast may become more of a problem as climate change and global warming develop, sea 
level rise and more stormy weather is experienced. 


In 2001, future climate change estimates were made for the Isle of Wight based on scenarios for climate 
change for the central south coast of England up to the year 2080. The key changes up to 2080 are: 


� Rainfall will be greater in winter (up to 23% increase) but less in summer (up to 20% reduction). 


� Annual average temperature predicted to increase by up to 4.7 degrees centigrade. 


� Extreme sea levels to rise about 84cm as a predicted 1 in 50 year event; and 


� Wind and locally generated waves to undergo little change, although wind speed and wave heights are 
likely to increase slightly. 


Estimates made in 2000 in the Isle of Wight Ecological Footprint report suggest that the Island produces 
623,600 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year. This carbon dioxide figure includes energy inputs such as gas, 
electricity and petrol and diesel. 
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Petrol and diesel accounts for 26% of the energy supplies on the Island, compared with 56% imported piped 
gas, 16% imported electricity and 0.4% waste to energy. A Renewable Energy Strategy for the Isle of Wight 
presents the aim to generate at least 10% of the Island’s electricity from renewable energy technologies by 
2010. 


Sources of data 


� Medina Estuary Management Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2000 


� Environment Agency Indicative Flood Maps:: http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/mapController 


� Environment Agency website: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk 


� AONB Management Plan 2004-2009, Isle of Wight Council, 2004 


� Powering the Island Through Renewable Energy, A Renewable Energy Strategy for the Isle of Wight, 
Intermediate Energy Consultants for the Isle of Wight Council, 2002 


� Isle of Wight Census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001, Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Island State: An ecological footprint analysis of the Isle of Wight, Best Foot Forward, 2000 


� Solent Forum Indicator Portal: http://www.solentforum.hants.org.uk/ 


Trends 


� The relative sea level monitored in Portsmouth Harbour has increased steadily from approximately 6950 
mm in 1962 to approximately 7125 mm in 2002, which represents an increase of approximately 175 mm 
in 40 years. Sea levels are predicted to rise by between 2 and 9mm per year (a rise in sea level of 
between 12 and 67cm by the 2050s) as a result of climate change. 


Data Gaps 


� Current levels of renewable energy use and production on the Island. 


Issues 


� Flooding is a concern in parts of the urban areas of Cowes, East Cowes, Ryde and Newport. 


� Risks of erosion and flooding, especially on the coast may become more of a problem as climate change 
and global warming develop. Sea levels are predicted to rise by between 2 and 9mm per year (a rise in 
sea level of between 12 and 67cm by the 2050s) as a result of climate change. 


� There is an opportunity to reduce the amount of energy and non-renewable energy sources imported 
from the mainland.  


� There are targets to increase the amount of energy generated on the Island from renewable sources. 


� Achieving modal shift from private car journeys to public transport can contribute to reduced carbon 
dioxide emissions on the Island from the transport sector. 


 


LANDSCAPE AND TOWNSCAPE  


This topic deals with the consideration of the physical landscape within rural and urban areas of the Island, 
which includes land use, landscape character and settlement character. It also covers views including views 
from the road which is related to ‘journey ambience’, the consideration of which is required by NATA. 
Transport infrastructure can have an impact on views and can cause community severance. Transport can 
also affect the character and tranquillity of a landscape or settlement such as through congestion, noise and 
vibration, and the development of new infrastructure. 


The Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) was designated in 1963. The total area 
designated was approximately 189 square kilometres, about half of the total area of the Island. The AONB is 
not continuous and is made up of five parcels of land across the Island. 
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Eleven landscape character areas have been identified within the AONB. Threats to the landscape character 
areas include: erosion of distinctiveness, changing land management, the rural economy, changing technology 
and its requirements for structure in the landscape, pressure from recreation use, light and noise pollution. 


The variety of the settlements form an essential part of the landscape character on the Isle of Wight. Historic 
settlement patterns are a mixture of small loosely nucleated settlements and dispersed settlements. 
Settlements often occur at the base of the chalk downs, such as at Mottistone, Brighstone and Shorwell. The 
form of these settlements varies and small nucleated clusters such as Calbourne, Norton and Shorwell, 
Church-Manor complexes such as Arreton and Gatcombe, and linear settlements such as Chillerton all occur. 
The historic ports of Newport, Newtown and Yarmouth occur in natural inlets from the sea, and are all 
medieval boroughs. 


About a third (34km) of the Island’s coastline is defined as Heritage Coast. Two Heritage Coasts were defined 
in 1974, which are Tennyson and Hamstead. The Tennyson Heritage Coast runs from Steephill Cove in 
Ventnor to (Widdich Chine on Totland). The Hamstead Heritage Coast runs from Bouldnor through to 
Thorness Bay. 


Landscape and ecological designations are shown diagrammatically in Figure 4.2 (source: 2001 Isle of Wight 
Census Map). 


 


 


Figure C.2 Designated landscapes and protected area s in the Isle of Wight. 


 


The transport links on the Island provide a great diversity of views for travellers of many of the landscapes, 
townscapes and seascapes. 


Sources of data 


� AONB Management Plan 2004 - 2009. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 


Trends 


� None identified. 


Data Gaps 


� None identified. 


Issues 


� The Isle of Wight AONB covers about half of the total area of the Island. Two heritage coasts cover a 
third of the Island’s coastline. Eleven landscape character areas have been identified within the AONB.  
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� Threats to the landscape character areas include erosion of distinctiveness, changing land management, 
the rural economy, changing technology and its requirements for structure in the landscape, pressure 
from recreation use, light and noise pollution. 


 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE  


Archaeology refers to the study of remains of past human activity including all scheduled ancient monuments 
and any large but unquantifiable number of dry and submerged archaeological sites, buildings, artefacts and 
wrecks which may not yet have been located or described. Cultural heritage is a term which covers those 
aspects of the built environment which are of cultural and historical significance e.g. listed or historic buildings, 
historic parks and gardens, world heritage sites, scheduled ancient monuments, historic battlefields, and 
historic landscapes. 


Transport can affect archaeology and cultural heritage for example, through the development of new transport 
infrastructure and through affecting the character and setting of an area such as through congestion or vehicle 
speed. 


The Island’s historic environment is one of the most varied and important in England with features ranging 
from evidence of Roman settlement e.g. Brading Roman Villa; Queen Victoria’s favourite residence, Osborne 
House; threats of invasion over the centuries from such sources as the Danes and the Spanish; connections 
with Henry VIII, Charles I and Alfred Lord Tennison, as well as a significant maritime heritage including 
numerous sites of shipwrecks off the Island’s coast. 


There are a number of monuments on the Island which currently have legal protection as scheduled and 
ancient monuments: 


� Scheduled ancient monuments – 203. 


� Ancient monuments – 60 


There are a number of listed buildings on the Island: 


� Grade 1 – 31. 


� Grade II* - 59 


� Grade II – 1,820 


There are also 8 historic parks and gardens designated by English Heritage and 27 other parks and gardens 
identified at the local level as having historic significance. 


Many of the towns and villages have Conservation Area status, which seek to retain the character of the built 
and architectural heritage of the Island. 


Consultation with the Head of Archaeology at the Isle of Wight Council has confirmed that the biggest threat to 
heritage sites on the Island is from development. However, the damage caused by development can be 
mitigated through the development planning process. The other key threats are from agriculture (ploughing) 
and certain activities in the coastal and inter-tidal zone which are not controlled by development control. Where 
damage is caused by agriculture or development in the coastal and inter-tidal areas the Council has little ability 
to ensure the mitigation of damage. 


The Isle of Wight is world famous for Yachting, with Cowes Week as the pinnacle. Carnivals have also been a 
tradition on the Island since the late 1800s and, according the Cultural Strategy, Ryde carnival is now an 
extremely impressive event. 


The Cultural Strategy reports that each month, 60% of Islanders will visit a library and 36% take part in a 
sports centre / activity. Islanders suffer from a lack of strategic facilities that can host major touring shows. 
Therefore access to national activities across the leisure and cultural spectrum is limited. 


Sources of data 


� AONB Management Plan 2004 - 2009. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 


� Consultation with Ruth Waller, head of Archaeology at Isle of Wight Council, on 14th June 2005. 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  76 


 


� Cultural Strategy 2004-2008, 2004. 


� Consultation with historic parks and gardens officer at the Isle of Wight Council dated 18/07/05. 


Trends 


� None identified.  


Data Gaps 


� Locations of marine heritage sites. 


� Heritage buildings at risk on the Island. 


� There has been no systematic archaeological survey of the Island. 


Issues 


� The Island’s historic environment resource is one of the most varied and important in England.   


� There is a multiplicity of designated and non-designated archaeological sites, monuments and historic 
parks and gardens; maritime heritage; listed buildings and conservation areas. 


� The biggest threat to heritage sites on the Island is from development. However, the damage caused by 
development can be mitigated through the development planning process. The other key threats are from 
agriculture (ploughing) and activity in the coastal and inter-tidal zone where damage to sites is less likely 
to be mitigated. There is a potential to create more tourism attractions based on heritage sites on the 
Island. 


� Impact on non-designated features of local historic interest (e.g. unrecorded archaeological remains 
within river valleys). 


� The development and Implementation of traffic schemes can adversely affect the character and 
appearance of historic features (e.g. introduction of signage or materials which are poorly integrated with 
the surrounding landscape and townscape character). 


� Decisions on the location of transport schemes should be informed by the actual/potential presence of 
features of archaeological or cultural heritage interest. 


 


BIODIVERSITY, FAUNA AND FLORA  


The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) defined biodiversity as ‘the variability among living 
organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 
complexes of which they are a part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of 
ecosystems’. 


The Island consists of a rich variety of habitats within a relatively small geographical area.  


The majority of the Isle of Wight coastline is covered by international, national, and local designated sites 
including SSSIs, SPA and Ramsar, SACs and SINCs. 


There are many ecological land designations on the Island (total area and percentage of Island area): 


� Sites of Special Scientific Interest – 4,253.7 Ha  


� Ramsar Sites – 1,620.6 Ha  


� Special Areas of Conservation- 1,726.3 Ha (on land down to mean low water) and 20,604.2 subtidal area 
for SACs giving a total of 22,330.5 Ha 


� Special Protection Areas – 1,736.3 Ha 


� Local Nature Reserves - 5.4Ha 


� National Nature Reserves – 301.1 Ha  


� Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation - 2,505Ha 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  77 


 


A significant part of the Isle of Wight coastline forms part of two European Marine Sites including the Solent 
European Marine Site (the relevant SACs and SPA and Ramsar sites to the Island are: Solent and 
Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar and Solent Maritime SAC) and the South Wight Maritime European 
Marine Site comprised exclusively of the South Wight Maritime SAC. These two sites have two separate 
Management Schemes produced under the Regulation 34 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats and 
Conservation) Regulations 1994.   


The Solent European Marine Site (SEMS) is one of a number of European marine sites in the UK which are 
designated as internationally important sites for their habitats and species. SEMS covers the harbours, 
estuaries, areas of open coast and inshore water around the Solent and consists of a combination of Special 
Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) which have been considered collectively 
under this title for the purpose of providing a single management plan for a European Marine site. The site 
stretches from Hurst Spit in the west to Chichester Harbour in the east and includes areas along the north 
coast of the Isle of Wight from Yarmouth to Bembridge Harbour, as well as the mainland shores.  


Other SACs are Briddlesford Copse and the Downs. 


A number of priorities have been identified for conservation on the Island in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(LBAP). Within the LBAP, individual Biodiversity / Priority Habitats action plans exist for the following: 


� Farmland; 


� Lowland heathland; 


� Lowland meadows; 


� Lowland wood pasture and parkland; 


� Maritime cliffs and slopes; 


� Lowland calcareous grasslands; 


� Lowland dry acid grassland; 


� Red squirrel;  


� Wetlands; 


� Woodlands; 


� Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh; 


� Coastal salt marsh; 


� Coastal sand dunes; 


� Seagrass beds; 


� Saline lagoons; 


� Mudflats; 


� Freshwater systems and wetlands; and 


� Solent Coastal Habitat. 


Other priority habitats and species include: 


� Rocky shore communities; 


� Kelp forest communities; 


� Subtidal red algal communities; 


� Subtidal faunal turf communities; 


� Sea cave communities; 


� Estuaries; 
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� Mudflats and Sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; 


� Annual vegetation of drift lines; 


� Atlantic salt meadow; 


� Cordgrass swards; and 


� Sandbanks slightly covered by sea water all the time. 


Many species of conservation concern identified at the national level occur on the Isle of Wight. The Island has 
29 of those which are regarded as national priority; these include dormouse, song thrush, red squirrel, water 
vole, early gentian, skylark and starlet sea anemone. 


A further 205 species are seen as important on the national scale, these include butterflies such as the Adonis 
blue and Pearl-bordered fritillary, marine life such as the native oyster and dogwhelk, freshwater fish such as 
bullhead and brook lamprey, wild flowers such as the cornflower and field cow-wheat, birds such as the barn 
owl and nightjar, and many species of bats. 


In addition another 457 species, which are locally distinctive, have been identified by local experts. This 
includes a wide range of species such as mantis shrimps, wasp spiders, wall lizards and pink wax-cap fungi.  


Other species of national concern include, reddish buff moth (RDB species only found on the Isle of Wight, 
Cranmore SSSI), Glanville Fritillary butterfly (RDB species), field cow-wheat (endangered vascular plant, the 
Isle of Wight supports the largest population in Britain, endangered triangular pygmy moss Acaulon triquetrum, 
endangered liverwort Cephaloziella baumgartneri and vulnerable liverwort, blakwort Southbya nigrella. Bats, in 
particular woodland bats including Bechstein and Barbestelle. 


SSSI on the island are split into 515 management units. The current condition of 476 of those SSSI has been 
assessed. The results of this assessment are shown in Table C.1 and Figure C.3 below. 


 


Table C.1 Condition of SSSI on the Isle of Wight 


 Area (ha) % 


Area meeting PSA target 3,975.59 94.31 


Area favourable 2,906.97 68.96 


Area Unfavourable Recovering 1,068.62 25.35 


Area Unfavourable 


No change 


39.03 0.93 


Unfavourable 


Declining 


185.80 4.41 


Area destroyed / part destroyed 12.42 0.36 


Source: English Nature 


 
 


Figure C.3 Condition of SSSI on the Isle of Wight 
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11.2.5 The reasons why certain SSSI are in adverse condition are shown in the Table C.2 below. 


  


 


 


Table C.2 Reasons for adverse condition of SSSI 


Adverse condition Number of units by adverse 


condition (ha) 


Area of units by adverse 


conditions (ha) 


Agriculture (Undergrazing)  9 39.63 


Game Management (Game 


Management - Pheasant 


Rearing)  


4 23.13 


Lack Of Corrective Works 


(Inappropriate Scrub Control)  


9 19.52 


Other (Other - Specify In 


Comments)  


9 13.74 


Coastal (Coastal Squeeze)  1 12.39 


Freshwater (Drainage)  3 12.38 


Forestry (Forestry And 


Woodland Management)  


7 8.66 


Vehicles (Vehicles - Illicit)  1 8.05 


Lack Of Corrective Works 


(Inappropriate Ditch 


Management)  


2 6.47 


Lack Of Corrective Works 


(Inappropriate Weed Control)  


1 6.14 


Earth Science (Earth Science 


Feature Obstructed)  


5 4.24 


Agriculture (Inappropriate 


Cutting/Mowing)  


1 3.16 


Agriculture (Agriculture - Other)  2 2.70 


Public Access/Disturbance 


(Public Access/Disturbance)  


1 1.07 


Source: English Nature 


 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  80 


 


All NNRs on the Isle of Wight have also been designated as SSSIs and are therefore included in the figures 
above. NNRs have been split into 34 management units, all of which have been subjected to condition 
assessments. The results of those assessments are provided in TableC.3 and Figure C.4 below. 


Table C.3 Condition of NNRs on the Isle of Wight 


 Area (ha) % 


Area meeting PSA target 300.11 100 


Area favourable 287.95 95.95 


Area Unfavourable Recovering 12.16 4.05 


Area Unfavourable 


No change 


0 0 


Unfavourable 


Declining 


0 0 


Area destroyed / part destroyed 0 0 


Source: English Nature 


 


 
 


Figure C.4 Condition of NNRs on the Isle of Wight 


 
Cliffs and slopes between Compton Chine and St. Catherine’s Point are currently subjected to high levels of 
erosion. Many habitats e.g. vegetated sea cliffs and species associated with coast depend on the maintenance 
of coastal processes. 


Sources of data 


� Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2004 - 2009. Isle of Wight Council, 
2004.   


� Isle of Wight census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001. Isle of Wight Council, 2001.   


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Maritime Cliffs Habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Lowland Calcareous Grassland Habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight 
Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Farmland Biodiversity Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 


� Grassland and Grazing Management Topic Report. Isle of Wight Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Heathland and Acid Grassland Habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight 
Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Lowland Meadows habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Red Squirrel Species Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2003. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Wetland Biodiversity Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2003. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Woodland Habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2003. 


� Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan. Solent Costal Habitat Action Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2004. 
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� Wildlife of the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2000. 


Trends 


Data presented by the Isle of Wight Council in 2000 identified that populations of the following birds on the 
Island were both rare or scarce and decreasing: 


� Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix); 


� Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula); 


� Purple Sandpiper – wintering (Calicris maritime); 


� Bar-tailed godwit – wintering (Limosa lapponica); 


� Little Tern (Stema albifrons); 


� Guillemot (Uria aalge); 


� Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur); 


� Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus); and 


� Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa striata). 


Data Gaps 


� Lack of specific habitat information for all protected areas on the Island.  


� Lack of local detailed data relating to the reasons for designation of the candidate Special Areas for 
Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. This information may be available from EN. 


� Lack of information on the distribution and habitat requirements for rare bats on the island including 
Bechstein and Barbastelle bats.   


Issues 


� Construction and operation of transport infrastructure can have an impact on the island’s unique 
ecosystem, which contains many different habitats within a relatively small geographical area. 


� Construction and operation of transport infrastructure can also have an impact on the wide range of UK 
BAP habitats and species that can be found on the island and which are already subjected to 
considerable pressure. 


� There are a number of priority species on the Island and nine bird species which are rare and decreasing 
in numbers. 


� There are a number of designated sites for wildlife valuEurie (international, national and local), which can 
be impacted upon by transport.  


� There are a number of action plans aimed at protecting and increasing biodiversity on the Island. Impacts 
caused by transport can reduce the extent to which these action plans can be fulfilled. 


� Changes in levels of noise and vibration generated from transport can have an impact on biodiversity. 


� Changes in geology, geological processes, coastal processes and hydrological processes as a result of 
construction of transport infrastructure. These changes can have an impact on the flora and fauna 
dependant these processes. 


� There are tensions between areas of value for tourism and inward investment and ecologically sensitive 
areas. Regeneration pressures to redevelop water front areas such as the East Cowes Project would 
place considerable pressure on natural resources. 


� Increased water abstraction as a result of population expansion may have a detrimental impact on 
designated sites such as the River Test SSSI on the mainland and Brading Marshes to St Helen’s Ledges 
SSSI (part of the Solent and Southhampton Water SPA and Ramsar and Solent and Isle of Wight 
Lagoons) in the Eastern Yar Catchment. 
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� According to the Government’s Public Service Agreement for SSSIs, 95% of the area of all SSSIs will 
have to be turned into favourable condition by 2010. Impacts caused by transport can reduce the extent 
to which this objective can be fulfilled. 


� There has been a reduction in numbers of wading birds on the island such as redshank and lapwing. 


� The provision of transport infrastructure on coastal nature conservation areas and unstable slopes, e.g. 
A3055 Undercliff Drive Stabilisation Scheme and Military Road at Compton Down and in the flood plains. 


� Improvements to the transport network may lead to the loss and fragmentation of semi-natural habitats 
e.g. neutral, acid and calcareous grassland and woodland. 


 


SOIL AND GEOLOGY  


This section examines the geology of the Island, erosion, instability, land use and contamination. Transport 
could affect soil and geology through new transport infrastructure removing soil, the repair of existing 
infrastructure due to instability, and contamination from railways and fuel storage. 


The Island has a wide variety of rock forms within a relatively small area. The vegetation and land use is 
greatly influenced by the underlying geology. A key feature of the geology is the chalk ridge running from the 
Needles in the west to the Culver Cliff in the east. The Island’s unique geology includes the coloured cliffs of 
Alum Bay, created by minerals in the sand. Geological types and land uses are shown diagrammatically in 
Figure C.5 below. 
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Figure C.5 Geological types and land uses on the Is le of Wight 


Source: 2001 Isle of Wight Census Map 


 


Of particular value is the internationally important geology associated with the Wealden Group rocks, formed 
120 million years ago. This is one of the richest sources of dinosaur bones in Europe and one of the most 
important in the world.  


Erosion occurs on the Island especially around the coastline due to the soft nature of some of the geology of 
the Island. Coastal erosion is covered by the ‘Coast’ topic (see above). Instability is an issue in certain parts of 
the Island, particularly on the coast and in relation to some roads. Areas particularly susceptible to erosion are 
the cliffs and slopes between Compton Chine and St. Catherine’s Point.  


There are a number of designated Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGGS) on 
the Island. A number of geological SSSIs exist on the south west coastline due to the exposure of the 
geological sequence as a result of erosion. 


A number of mineral resources are extracted on the Island including sand and gravel, and chalk. Brick clay, 
building stone and limestone have been extracted in the Island in the past.  The Aggregates Monitoring Report 
(SEERA, 2003) reports that the Isle of Wight had a sand and gravel landbank of more than 7 years at the end 
of 2003. 


According to the Aggregates Monitoring Report (SEERA, 2003), there are 4 active sites producing sand and 
gravel on the Isle of Wight. These are: 


� St Georges Lane, Newport (Bardon Vectis); 


� Haslett farm, Shorwell (BR & GA Draper); 


� Knighton Sand Pit (Knighton Sand); 


� Cheverton Down, Shorwell (D Newnham) 


There are no sites on the Island producing recycled aggregates. However, there are 11 active sites producing 
recycled aggregates operating in Hampshire, Portsmouth and Southampton. There is no crushed rock being 
produced on the Island. 


There are 3 active wharves handling aggregate and 1 inactive wharf on the Island. The inactive wharf is Stag 
Lane, Newport (Lafarge/Malcolm Thorpe). The active wharves are: 


� Kingston Wharf, East Cowes (Island Marine Aggregates); 


� PD Wharf, Cowes (PD Ports, Logistics and Shipping); and 


� Blackhouse Quay, Newport (Site Services Ltd). 
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There are no rail depots on the Island which deal with aggregates. 


Table C.4 below shows that landings of marine sand and gravel have varied over the years between 1994 and 
2003 but there has been an overall increase of 58,000 tonnes over this period. 


Table C.4 Landings of marine sand and gravel 1994 to 2003 (thousand tonnes) 


County 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
 


Isle of Wight 150 175 130 * 118 188 179 151 130 208 


Hampshire 1,744 1,748 1,478 1,366 1,525 1,638 1,620 1,698 1,715 1,76
3 


Total South 
East Region 


7,074 7,039 5,810 4,920 5,942 6,137 6,404 6,502 6,575 6,51
7 


* Confidential figure 
 


The Isle of Wight Minerals Planning Authority received no applications for aggregate production within 2003, 
nor were there any permissions given or refusals and no determinations were outstanding. 


The total farmed land on the Island reduced by approximately 1000 ha between 1981 and 2001. The biggest 
changes have been a reduction in grassland and total crops and bare fallow and an increase in other 
agricultural land uses including set aside. 


The Island has several zones of Grade 2 agricultural land, notably around Arreton and Atherfield. The highest 
proportion of agricultural land on the Island is Grade 3. 


Past industrial activity potentially has led to the contamination of land on brownfield sites.  These industrial 
activities include small power stations, ship building, former railways, and bulk oil storage areas. To ascertain 
whether land has effectively been contaminated and is therefore defined as ‘contaminated land’ ground 
investigations are required. 


The unique geological value of the island is also a key tourist attraction. 


 
Sources of data 


� Land use on the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Isle of Wight Census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001. Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Aggregates Monitoring Report, South East England Regional Assembly, 2003. 


� Isle of Wight Mineral Resource Information in Support of National, Regional and Local Planning, ODPM 
and British Geological Survey, 2002. 


Trends 


� None identified. 


Data Gaps 


� Minerals extraction and dredging data. 


� Extent of brown field land available for development. 


� Geomorphology and stability data is currently unavailable and will be included within the baseline 
forthwith. 


Issues 


� There are a number of geological designations (RIGGS) on the Island which will need to be protected.  


� The total farmed land on the Island reduced by approximately 1000 ha between 1981 and 2001. The 
biggest changes have been a reduction in grassland and total crops and bare fallow and an increase in 
other agricultural land uses including set aside. 


� The Island has several zones of Grade 2 agricultural land, notably around Arreton and Atherfield. The 
highest proportion of agricultural land is Grade 3 which is valuable for a wide range of agricultural uses. 
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� Erosion occurs on the Island especially around the coastline due to the soft nature of some of the geology 
of the Island. 


� Safeguarding suitable land on the coast for bulk freight movements, storage, staging and ports. 


� Past industrial activity on the Island presents the potential for contaminated land on brownfield sites. 


� Development of land already affected by contamination can have an impact on human health, property 
and the wider environment. 


� Development on coastal sites of geological importance (e.g. coastal protection works at Colwell Bay). 


� Poor management of geological exposures. 


� Decrease in the area occupied by grassland as a result in the decline in livestock on the island. 


 


WATER    


The construction and use of transport infrastructure can affect the quality of water. Run-off from roads and car-
parks can contain pollutants which could find their way into surface water and groundwater systems if 
uninterrupted. Some rivers on the Island are used to supply water to the Island. Water-based transport is very 
important to the Island, being the predominant method of movement of people and freight between Island and 
the mainland and for sailing for which the Island is world-renowned. 


The flood risk area on the Eastern River Yar extends further inland that Sandown (e.g. Newchurch). 


Almost the whole of the southern half of the Island is located over a major aquifer. Three quarters of public 
water supply is derived from groundwater, accounting for 86% of all groundwater abstraction. There are also a 
large number of groundwater abstractions for irrigation of arable land, especially in the south of the Island. 


The largest catchments on the Isle of Wight are Eastern Yar and Medina, both flowing north. There are a 
number of designated main rivers on the Isle of Wight which are listed in Table C.9 below. 
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Table C.9: Environment Agency river quality grades on the Island from 2000 to 2002 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The total amount of water abstracted on the Isle of Wight is approximately 78million litres per day, 68% from 
groundwater and 32% from surface water. 78% is licensed for the Public Water Supply. However, Public Water 
Supplies are also supplemented by underwater pipes from the mainland, supplying about a quarter of the 
Island’s needs. The Environment Agency has stated in April 2005 that all catchments on the Island are over 
licensed or over-abstracted and the Agency is undertaking a ‘Drought Watch’ on the Island. 


Water supply problems occur on the Isle of Wight due to limited groundwater yields, low flows in the Island’s 
rivers and population increases during the summer due to tourism. 


This issue could be exacerbated by the predicted effects of climate change such as shorter aquifer recharge 
periods and drier summers. 


On the Isle of Wight there are 20 surface water sampling points covering a total length of 87.5km of classified 
water. Regular sampling shows that the surface water quality is generally of average quality with some 
stretches of water showing poor overall quality. Intensive horticulture and mixed farming practices have 
resulted in elevated pesticide concentrations and silting being observed in the Eastern Yar catchment. Water 
abstraction and low river flows can exacerbate these problems. 


For water quality the Environment Agency classifies A as being very good down to F for bad. Table 4.5 shows 
river quality grades for rivers on the Island between 2000 and 2002. 


River name River stretch Grade 


(A-F) 


Rodge Brook  Mouth - Porchfield  C  


Caul Bourne  Mouth - Fullings Mill Farm  B  


Caul Bourne  Fulling Mills Farm - Source  A  


Thorley Brook  Mouth - Source  E  


Brighstone Stream  Mouth - Source  B  


Atherfield Stream  Mouth - Source  A  


Wroxall Stream  Wroxall – Source  C  


Wroxall Stream  R. Eastern Yar Conf - Wroxall  B  


R. Eastern Yar  Horringford - Source  A  


Arreton Stream  R. Eastern Yar Conf - Source  D  


R. Eastern Yar  Burnt House - Horringford  B  


Scotchells Brook  R. Eastern Yar Conf - Source  C  


R. Eastern Yar  Tidal Limit - Burnt House  C  


Tidal Eastern Yar  Mouth - Tidal Limit  C  


Monktonmead Brook  Mouth - near Source  C  


Palmers Brook  Staplers Heath - Source  D  


R. Medina  Mouth - Chillerton  A  


Lukely Brook  Mouth - Source  A  


Palmers Brook  Mouth – Staplers Heath  C  
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At the three main Environment Agency marine monitoring sites on the Isle of Wight: Newport Harbour, the 
Folly and at the main pontoon in West Cowes, the Agency has reported that there are no major pollution 
problems present in the area. 


There are few consented discharges to rivers, with the majority of wastewater being discharged to the sea. 


Discharges into the Medina Estuary include: Fairlee Sewage Treatment Works, Sea Outfall, discharges from 
private treatment works, industrial discharges, and storm outfalls. 


The main aquifer tends to be overlaid by very porous soils and would do little to protect the aquifer from soil 
contamination. The Environment Agency provides maps of groundwater vulnerable zones and source 
protection zones. 


Data from the Environment Agency states that no major groundwater contamination incidents have occurred 
on the Island. However, numerous groundwater pollution incidents have occurred on the island over the past 
few years. These incidents mostly relate to spillages of oil to ground. There is also an issue where a public 
water supply has had to install treatment due to contamination of surrounding groundwater by pesticides.  


Although not formally classified as a major contamination incident, current contamination bentazone 
contamination of the Southern Water’s potable water supply source at Niton Manor Farm is a significant 
contamination incident.  


Weekly water tests are undertaken by the Environment Agency at beaches on the Island throughout the 
bathing season. The tests are undertaken to check compliance with the standards set in the Bathing Water 
Directive. Data for the years 2000 to 2004 is available from the Isle of Wight Council and this shows that water 
quality at the beaches has improved during this period. In 2000 the water quality on most beaches on the 
Island failed to meet the mandatory standards but since then almost all beaches have met the Directive’s most 
stringent guideline standards: 


� Total coliforms no more than 500 per 100ml of water; 


� Faecal coliforms no more than 100 per 100ml of water; 


� Faecal Streptococci no more than 100 per 100ml of water. 


In 2004 all 13 beaches on the Island met the most stringent standards. In May 2005 all beaches have met the 
most stringent standards apart from Springvale during one week in May, and at Seagrove during two weeks in 
May, when the water met only the main mandatory standards. 


All beaches on the Island are Seaside Award winners. Seaside Awards are dependent on good water quality 
and management of the beaches. Beaches at Ryde, Sandown and Shanklin are also Blue Flag award winners. 
The Blue Flag requirements also include having a lifeguard at the beach. 


Consultation with the Beaches and Esplanades Officer at the Isle of Wight Council indicates that there are 
problems with excessive amounts of seaweed washed up on beaches at Ryde and sometimes at Shanklin. 
This seaweed is not removed by out-going tides and requires removal due to the odour it gives off. This odour 
can cause people to avoid the beaches which could damage the local tourism economy at these resorts. 
Seasonal problems due to seaweed occur at East Cowes. 


Sources of data 


� The Isle of Wight Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy, Environment Agency, 2003. 


� What’s in My Backyard? Environment Agency website: http:// www.environment-agency.gov.uk/. 


� Medina Estuary Management Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2000. 


� Notes from meeting on 26th April 2005 between the Isle of Wight Council, the Environment Agency and 
Southern Water.  


� Solent Forum website: http://www.solentforum.hants.org.uk/SEMS/homepage.html. 


� Consultation with the Beaches and Esplanades Officer, Beaches and Esplanades Department at the Isle 
of Wight Council on 15/06/05. 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  88 


 


� Water Quality at Local Beaches: data from the Environment Agency provided by the Isle of Wight 
Council, June 2005. 


Trends 


� Water quality at the Islands beaches has improved since 2000.   


� The population of the Island is growing and this will place a greater demand on water supplies. 


Data Gaps 


� Estuary water quality since 2002 and for years previous to 2000. This information has been requested 
from the Environment Agency. 


� Flood zone maps are required as they are now the primary tool for planning authorities on this matter. 


Issues 


� Water supply problems occur on the Isle of Wight due to limited groundwater yields, low flows in the 
Island’s rivers and population increases during the summer due to tourism. All catchments on the Island 
are over licensed or over-abstracted. This issue could be exacerbated by the predicted effects of climate 
change such as shorter aquifer recharge periods and drier summers. This represents the risk of 
increased reliance on imported water and issues relating to the security of the supply and the sustainable 
use of water as a resource. A growing population will also place greater demands on water supply. 


� Increased pumping in existing aquifers such as Burnt House Weir in the Eastern Yar during periods of 
peak demand is a significant issue. Both of these aquifers are already over abstracted. 


� Surface water quality is generally of average quality with some stretches of water showing poor overall 
quality. Intensive horticulture and mixed farming practices have resulted in elevated pesticide 
concentrations and silting occurring in the Eastern Yar catchment. Water abstraction and low river flows 
can exacerbate these problems. 


� Management of Island beaches is required in order to maintain them as a good quality local amenity and 
tourism resource. 


� Transport infrastructure can lead to contamination of groundwater resources both during construction and 
subsequent operation. This is a particular issue on the island due to its high reliance on groundwater for 
public water supplies. 


� Besides the impacts of construction, the provision of additional highway works may give rise to 
quantitative increase in run-off. This might detrimentally affect the rate of run-off to receiving 
watercourses. 


� The maintenance and creation of bridges may affect the hydrological processes. 
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HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY AND PHYSICAL FITNESS  


As discussed previously, transport can affect human health by causing localised air pollution and noise 
nuisance. Safety is related to road safety and accidents which in turn can be associated with condition of 
roads, junction layout, driver behaviour and traffic calming measures. Poor health can be associated with other 
indicators of deprivation and it is important that areas of deprivation are identified and considered within 
transport planning. Transport also has a key role to play in providing access to medical facilities. Physical 
fitness levels have a major impact on the occurrence of obesity and circulatory diseases. The encouragement 
of cycling and walking could help improve physical fitness levels within the population. 


Data reported in the Community Strategy (2002) includes: 


� Levels of dental decay in children are above regional averages; 


� Mortality rates from coronary heart disease are lower than the national average but well above the 
regional average; 


� Breast, colorectal and prostate cancer levels are higher than national levels (however, levels in the South 
East are generally higher). The Island’s death rates for these causes are close to the national average; 
and 


� 2.5 people per 1,000 with mental health problems (aged 18-64 are helped to live at home, compared to 
2.2 for England; and suicide rates are well above national averages – 15 per 100,000 compared to 9.4 for 
England and Wales between 1997 and 1999.  


Figures C.6 and C.7 show the evolution of life expectancy at birth during the period 1991-2001.  
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Figure C.6 Male expectancy at birth  


Source: Census 2001 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Figure C.7 Female life expectancy at birth 


Source: Census 2001 


 


The 2001 Census asked people to describe their health, over the preceding 12 months as 'good', 'fairly good' 
or 'not good'. 65.1% of residents on the Island described their health as ‘good’, compared to 68.6 in England 
and Wales, with 25.2% of Islanders describing their health as ‘fairly good’ compared to 22.2 in England and 
Wales. 9.7% of Islanders described their health as ‘not good’ compared with 9.2% in England and Wales. 


It also asked questions about any limiting long-term illness, health problem or disability which limited peoples’ 
daily activities or the work they could do. 22% of Islanders had a long term illness compared with 18.2% in 
England and Wales and 15.5% in the South East. 


The 2001 Census also reports that 10.8% of the resident population on the Island were provided with unpaid 
care compared with 10% in England and Wales and 9.2% in the South East. Unpaid care is described as care 
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Female Life Expectancy at Birth 
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provided to look after, or give any help or support to family members, friends, neighbours or others because of 
long term physical or mental ill-health or disability, or problems relating to old age. 


The Isle of Wight NHS Trust provided data on life expectancy at birth, mortality and health-related benefits, as 
follows:  


In 2001-03 life expectancy at birth was: 


� 77.1 years for males on the Isle of Wight, compared to 76.2 in England and 77.4 in the South East; and 


� 81.7 years for females on the Isle of Wight, compared to 80.7 in England and 81.6 in the South East. 


Mortality: 


� Infant mortality (of infants aged less than 1 year): the IW rate was under 5 deaths per 1,000 live births. 
This is similar to the national and regional rates and has significantly improved since 1997-99, with the 
improvement faster than England and the South East. 


� Mortality from all causes: the IW rate was 615 deaths per 100,000 population; this is significantly better 
than the England average (664), but is in the worst two-fifths of Local Authorities in the South East. Since 
1997-99 the rate has improved, but more slowly than both England and the South East. 


� Mortality from circulatory disease (including heart disease and stroke): the IW rate was 98 deaths per 
100,000 population, similar to the England average but significantly worst than the South East average 
(86) and among the worst 30% of South East authorities. Since 1997-99 the rate has improved 
significantly, though more slowly than both England and the South East. 


� Mortality from all cancers: the IW rate is 115 deaths per 100,000 population; this is better than the 
England average (124) and similar to the South East average. Since 1997-99 the rate has improved, but 
more slowly than both England and the South East. 


� Mortality from Suicide and Undetermined Injuries: the IW rate is 14.5 deaths per 100,000 population: this 
is significantly worse that the England (8.7) and the South East (8.4) rates, and the third highest of all the 
South East Local Authorities. The rate has been broadly constant since 1997-99. 


In August 2004, benefits being paid on the Island included: 


� Disability Living Allowance: 6,065 people on the island were receiving this benefit, which is paid to people 
aged under 65 who are disabled and need help with personal care and / or getting around. The claim rate 
for the island was 4.6%, higher than both England (4.3%) and the South East (2.9%). 


� Attendance Allowance: 3,915 people on the island were receiving this benefit, which is paid to people 
over the age of 65 who are so severely disabled that, physically or mentally, that they need a great deal 
of help with personal care or supervision. The claim rate for the island was 13.2%, lower than England 
(14.6%) but higher than the South East (11.4%).  


The increasing number of older people living on the Island means there is a growing demand for care, support 
and health services. Life expectancy at birth for males and females is illustrated in Figure 4.4 (source: 2001 
Isle of Wight Census map). 


The Island has recently been designated as an Associated Health Action Zone, which recognises the 
deprivation in some areas.  


The Isle of Wight NHS Trust states in its latest annual report that the following are the key constraints facing 
the Trust: 


� Recruiting and retaining specialist and skilled staff; 


� Overcoming diseconomies of scale and geographical isolation whilst ensuring safe and efficient services 
for Island residents; 


� Deprived and ageing population requiring higher than average levels of care; and 


� Agreeing long term future arrangements for delivery of health care, acceptable to, and safe for Island 
residents. 
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There are issues relating to access to health care for Islanders and this is covered under the criterion 
‘Population’. 


The Local Transport Plan presents data relating to road traffic accidents on the Island. It states that, because 
of the relatively small sample sizes of some of the more detailed analysis, performance year on year can be 
subject to wide variations and to overcome this trends are identified using five year rolling averages. This 
approach suggests that the key issues relating to road traffic accidents are: 


� Powered two wheeler (e.g. motorcycles and mopeds) casualties for all severities are substantially above 
the 1994-8 average and are significantly worse than for the whole of England. 


� Car user casualties for all severities are significantly worse than for the whole of England. 


� Injuries to older drivers represent around 7% of all injuries on the Isle of Wight compared to 4% in the 
whole of Great Britain. 


� The severity rate (KSI injuries as a proportion of all casualties) is worse than for the whole of Great 
Britain. 


� Highway maintenance; trends in recent years have identified an increasing number of crash locations 
where low skidding resistance may have been a contributory factor (see ‘Material Assets’ criterion for 
further data relating to condition of roads). 


Sources of data 


� Community Strategy for the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2002. 


� Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Trust Annual Report 2003-2004. Isle of Wight NHS Trust, 2004. 


� Office for National Statistics website: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/. 


� Local Transport Plan 2001-2006, Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Scoping consultation response from the Isle of Wight NHS Trust of 30 August 2005. 


Trends 


� Life expectancy (males and females) is improving faster than or comparable England. 


� Infant mortality is improving faster than or comparable with England. 


� Mortality from all causes is improving slower than England. 


� Mortality from circulatory diseases is improving slower than England. 


� Mortality from all cancers is improving slower than England. 


� The improvement in mortality from suicide and undetermined injury is negligible when compared to 
improvement in England. 


Data Gaps 


� Facilities that Islanders have to travel to the mainland to access. 


� General levels of fitness of Islanders. 


� Local information about lifestyle behaviours which impact on health (e.g. diet, physical activity, smoking 
and sexual health. 


Issues 


� The Island has recently been designed as an Associated Health Action Zone, which recognises the 
deprivation in some areas. 


� The increasing number of older people means a growing demand for care, support and health services. 


� Although the 2001 Census data reports that people generally regard their health as good, there are a 
number of issues relating to the health of the population such as the rate of still births (7.0 per 1,000 in 
1999 compared to 5.3 for England and Wales) and levels of dental decay in children are above regional 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  93 


 


averages; mortality rates from coronary heart disease are well above the regional average; breast, 
colorectal and prostate cancer levels are higher than national levels.   


� The Isle of Wight NHS Trust states that they have problems recruiting and retaining specialist and skilled 
staff. 


� The continuing health gap between the Isle of Wight and the South East region on a number of indicators. 


� The continuing high suicide rate. 


� The population projection which show that the Island’s population will age significantly faster than either 
England or the South East over the next 20 years, which will lead to increasing demand for health and 
social care. 


 
POPULATION   


This criterion covers the structure and distribution of the Island’s population; migration to and from the 
mainland, seasonal fluctuations in the Island’s population due to tourism; severance; access to services; and 
areas of deprivation. 


The population of the Isle of Wight has grown steadily since World War II. Information from the census shows 
that the rate of growth between 1981 and 1991 was almost 6%. According to the 2001 Census data the total 
population of the Island in 2001 was 132,731.  According to the mid-2003 population estimates there were 
136,100 people residing in Isle of Wight, of whom 48.2 per cent were male and 51.7 per cent were female. 
Children under five accounted for approximately 4 per cent of the resident population of Isle of Wight. This 
compares with almost 6 per cent for England and Wales overall.  


The Isle of Wight has an aging population demographic structure, with a high proportion of elderly and retired 
people. In mid-2003, 25.3 per cent of the resident population in Isle of Wight were of retirement age (65 and 
over for males or 60 and over for females) compared with 18.5 per cent in England and Wales. 


The majority of people are located in the towns of Newport, Ryde, Cowes and East Cowes and also in the 
eastern coastal areas. Shallfleet and Yarmouth, Brighstone and Calbourne, Central rural as well as Wroxall 
and Godshill wards have the lowest population density. 


Population density for the Isle of Wight is shown in Figure C.8 below. 
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Figure C.8 Population Density (persons per square k ilometre) on the Isle of Wight 
Source: 2001 Census Population Map 


 


Outward migration from the Island is greatest in the 15 to 29 age group and lowest in the 60 to 64 age group, 
and outward migration has remained fairly consistent over the last five years. Inward migration to the Isle of 
Wight is greatest from young people, from the 15 to 29 age group and lowest from the 60 to 64 age group. 
This inward migration of young people may be due to this age-group returning after receiving further education 
on the mainland. The net effect of the inward and outward migration flows means that the Island is losing 
people in the 15 to 29 age group, and gaining them in all other groups. Therefore it appears that the out-
migration in this age group is so high that even with the relatively high in-migration compared with the other 
age-groups there is still a significant net out-migration in this age group. Combined with the net in-migration of 
older age groups an aging population structure has occurred. 


The population of the Island greatly increases during the summer season when tourists arrive. Between 2002 
and 2003 2.57 million people visited the Island (not including those arriving by yacht). 


The 2001 census data shows an increase in the non-white ethnic population of the Isle of Wight to 1,749 
persons or 1.3% of the total, compared with 0.7% on the Island in 1991. In England and Wales the non-White 
ethnic population is 8.7% of the total. The second largest ethnic group on the Island in 2001 was mixed white 
and black Caribbean, followed by mixed white and Asian. The Island’s largest towns, particularly Cowes, 
Newport, Ryde and Ventnor have the largest minority ethnic group populations. In a few wards the minority 
ethnic group population is close to 5% of all under 18s. 


Census data for country of birth revealed that 127,438 of the Island’s population (96%), were born in the 
United Kingdom, and 5,293 (4%) born elsewhere. The next highest totals for country of birth were West 
Europe (EU countries – 1,307 or 1%) and Asia (1,104 or 0.8%). 


Cross-Solent ferry crossings are generally of a high quality, frequent and convenient. However, the cost of the 
services are considered by many members of the public to be a deterrent to travelling, particularly for those 
seeking employment or educational opportunities. 


The Community Strategy states that public transport on the Island is seen as expensive.  Public transport on 
the Island is currently subsidised however the community strategy identifies that more needs to be done to 
secure adequate services, increased use and value for money. 


The Island benefits a good range of goods and services from its town centre shops, however local demand 
can not support as large a choice as is available on the mainland. 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  95 


 


Due to the population size a full range of specialist medical and social services cannot be provided on the 
Island and people have to travel to the mainland for some services. 


2004 multiple deprivation data reports that six of the Island’s 89 super output areas (SOAs ) (7%) are among 
the most deprived 20% of SOAs) nationally (Ryde St. Johns, Newport Pan (both SOAs), Ryde North East, 
Ventnor East and Newport Mountjoy).   The Island has no SOAs in the most deprived 10%.   This data 
appears to show a significant improvement in the Island’s relative level of deprivation since 2000, although 60 
out of the Island’s 89 SOAs are still more deprived than the national average. 


The Housing Stock Condition Survey in 2002 showed that 7.4% of households (3,281) live in fuel poverty. Of 
the 45,770 dwellings surveyed in the Housing Stock Condition Survey (a sample survey) in 2002, 92% were in 
a satisfactory condition and 8% unsatisfactory. Poor housing conditions are usually associated with social and 
economic disadvantage. Unfit housing is highest in Cowes and Ryde and predominantly in vacant and pre-war 
terraced housing. 


Lone parent households make up 6.1% of all households on the Island, which has doubled from 3.0% in 1991. 
Single pensioner households account for over 18% of all households on the Island. They are located mainly in 
coastal wards and in the Newport area. Other single households account for 13% of all Island households with 
concentrations in the more urban areas. The proportion of owner occupied households has decreased since 
1991 but is higher than the England and Wales average. 


Sources of data 


� Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011 


� Isle of Wight Census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001, Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� 2002/2003 Isle of Wight Tourism Activity Monitor, Isle of Wight Council 


� The Community Strategy for the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2004.  


� National Statistics website, neighbourhood statistics: http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/ 


� Guide to BME and faith communities on Isle of Wight, Faith Regen UK for the Isle of Wight Council, 2004 


� The Isle of Wight Housing Strategy 2004-2009, Isle of Wight Council, 2004 


� Public Health Report 2004 (Draft), Isle of Wight Primary Care Trust and Isle of Wight NHS Healthcare 
Trust, 2005 


Trends 


� The Isle of Wight has an aging population demographic structure. 


� The 2001 Census data suggests that the Island has become slightly more ethnically diverse since 1991. 


Data Gaps 


� None identified.  


Issues 


� Outward migration from the Island is greatest in the 15 to 29 age group and lowest in the 60 to 64 age 
group. 


� Despite the fact the highest out-migration is in the 15 to 29 age group, the highest in migration is in the 
same age group. This suggests that the out-migration in this age group is so high that even with the 
relatively high in-migration compared with the other age-groups there is still a significant net out-
migration.  


� The demographic distribution of the population on the Island is ‘top-heavy’ – i.e. it is an ageing 
population.  


� Despite an increase in ethnic diversity between the 1991 and 2001 Censuses, the Island is much less 
ethnically diverse than England and Wales as a whole. 







 


12266090/001 Environmental Report  96 


 


� An influx of tourists during summer months plus a large number of second homes on the Island could 
potentially cause conflict between permanent residents and the temporary residents. 


� The cost of the services are considered by many members of the public to be a deterrent to travelling, 
particularly for those seeking employment or educational opportunities. 


� Public transport is also considered to be expensive on the Island. 


� Retail demand can not support as large a choice as is available on the mainland.  


� Due to the population size a full range of specialist medical and social services cannot be provided on the 
Island and people have to travel to the mainland for some services. 


� There are pockets of deprivation on the Island which need to be considered when planning public 
transport services: Ryde St. Johns, Newport Pan (both Super Output Areas), Ryde North East, Ventnor 
East and Newport Mountjoy are among the most deprived 20% of SOAs) nationally. Unfit housing is 
highest in Cowes and Ryde and predominantly in vacant and pre-war terraced housing. Poor housing 
conditions are usually associated with social and economic disadvantage. Single pensioner households 
are located mainly in coastal wards and in the Newport area. Other single households account for 13% of 
all Island households with concentrations in the more urban areas. 


 


MATERIAL ASSETS  


Material assets can encompass buildings and infrastructure, natural resources and waste. The construction 
and maintenance of highways infrastructure requires the significant use of aggregates (a non-renewable 
resource) and in turn can create waste materials. This criterion also covers housing stock, transport 
infrastructure, the transportation of waste around the Island and to the mainland.  


There are 837km of footpaths, byways and bridleways on the Island. 


The road network is 791.8km long. Of which 122.3km are principal roads, 269.3km are other classified roads, 
and 399.9km are unclassified roads. According to a report to the Isle of Wight Council Executive, the Island’s 
road network remains below standard. Routine inspections and various structural condition surveys indicate 
that urgent and substantial investment is needed to improve and maintain the highway network asset. The 
Council is exploring funding routes to improve the condition of roads; however, failure to secure the required 
investment will result in continued and accelerated deterioration of the network.  


Restrictions on the use of road space will increase through safety considerations which will be accompanied 
by reductions in accessibility. 


Ports which handle bulk freight are located predominantly at Cowes and Newport. The ports on the Island are 
very important for transport to and from the mainland. Cross-Solent passenger and vehicle services operate 
from a number of ports on the Island. 


� Ryde: Hovercraft to and from Southsea operated by Hovertravel; 


� Yarmouth: Car and foot passenger ferry operated by Wight Link; 


� West Cowes: Fast link for foot passengers provided by the ‘Red Jet’ operated by Red Funnel; 


� East Cowes: Car and foot passenger ferry operated by Red Funnel; 


� Fishbourne: car and foot passenger ferry operated by Wightlink; and 


� Ryde Pierhead – Portsmouth ‘Fastcat’ foot passenger ferry service 


Park and ride facilities are available on the edges of several towns on the island including Cowes, Shanklin, 
Sandown and Ryde. At Ryde and Cowes these services are aimed at relieving congestions within the towns 
caused by ferry traffic. The Isle of Wight Council is currently working with SEEDA to improve the East Cowes 
ferry interchange with improvement also planned in West Cowes by Red Funnel (ferry operating company). 
Funding has recently been secured by the Council to undertaken major improvement to the Ryde transport 
interchange which is recognised at the regional level as a transport ‘spoke’ and a priority for improvement 
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within the region. This work also includes expansion of the park and ride facility at St John’s station on the 
outskirts of Ryde plus the provision of CCTV and cycle racks to assist in achieving modal shift. 


There are a number of recent and proposed coastal defence schemes on the Isle of Wight promoted by the 
Council for protection against coastal and cliff erosion and flooding. These schemes include: 


� Construction of a seawall at Seaview Duver Coast; 


� Controlling slope slippage at Seagrove Bay Coast (not started yet); 


� Improving coastal defences at Bembridge Frontage (not started yet); 


� Management of cliff tops at Shanklin / Sandown Cliff; 


� Defence to protect coastal slope (£1.4m) at Monks Bay, Bonchurch; 


� Coastal defence against landslides (£1.6m) at Wheeler’s Bay, Ventnor; 


� Ventnor East Esplanade to Wheeler’s Bay coastal protection; 


� Protection of the base of cliff from erosion (£1.2m) at Western Cliffs, Ventnor; 


� Slope draining and rebuilding of rock revetment at Castle Cove, Steephill; 


� Partial upgrading of Victorian sea defence wall, Steephill Cove, Ventnor; 


� Major coastal protection and slope stabilisation scheme £6m) at Castlehaven; 


� Slope stabilisation and coast protection required at Blackgang; and 


� Engineering required to Military Road, South West Coast. 


There were 56,131 dwellings in the Isle of Wight in 1991. Of these, 37.0 per cent were detached household 
spaces, 27.5 per cent semi-detached, and 16.5 per cent terraced housing. 0.3 per cent of dwellings were 
shared. 


Of the 45,770 dwellings surveyed in the Housing Stock Condition Survey (sample survey) in 2002, 92% were 
in a satisfactory condition and 6% unsatisfactory. Unfitness was highest in Cowes and Ryde and in vacant and 
pre-war terraced housing. 5.8% of homes failed the Housing Health and Safely rating system, whilst 22.1% 
failed the Decent Homes standard. 


The number of dwellings on the Island has continued to increase more rapidly than the growth in population. 


On average (2002 figures) 37,000 tonnes of household waste are collected on the Island per year, this 
equates to 0.59 tonne per household. Ten collection rounds cover the Island. This comprises eight split bodied 
refuse collection vehicles, one smaller vehicle for the rural areas (together with a small rural recycling vehicle) 
and a vehicle servicing domestic wheeled bins and schools. The split-bodied vehicles are designed to enable a 
weekly collection of general refuse and organic kitchen waste. 


All collected waste is taken to the Resource Recovery Facility in Forest Road, Newport. The organic waste and 
garden waste collected by the vehicles is taken to the composting plant. 


Island Waste Services also operate a kerbside recycling service. In 2002, 24,000 boxes had been distributed, 
a total of 628 tonnes of glass was collected for recycling from the kerbside, and over 2,100 tonnes of paper 
was collected via the kerbside recycling service and was either used to produce energy at the Resource 
Recovery Facility or sent to Portsmouth for recycling. 


In 2002 the volume of organic waste collected from households for composting increased slightly, totalling 
2,071 tonnes during the contract year. In 2002, over 17,500 organics buckets had been distributed to Island 
households. 


Island Waste Services operate 48 public recycling sites across the Island. All have facilities for recycling glass 
bottles and jars and some have facilities for recycling cans and/or textiles. 1,179 tonnes of glass were 
collected from public recycling sites and was sent for recycling between November 2001 and October 2002. 
Nearly 190 tonnes of textiles were collected from textile banks across the Island and sent to Portsmouth for 
recycling. 
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All domestic fridges and freezers disposed of on the Island are transported to the mainland for safe disposal. 
The 2001-2002 annual report by Island Waste Services reported an average of around 600 appliances per 
month was being disposed of by this method. 


All commercial fridges and freezers must be taken to the weighbridge at the main Lynnbottom site where a 
disposal charge is levied to cover the cost of transporting the unit to the mainland, storage and eventual 
degassing. 


There is no site on the Island for the disposal of hazardous waste, therefore clinical and hazardous material 
has to be taken to the mainland for disposal. This is the case with the exception of bonded-cement asbestos 
products. It should be noted that the term ‘hazardous waste’ as used may not be accurate in view of the new 
Hazardous Waste Regulations, which re-define what is meant by ‘hazardous waste’). 


Sources of data 


� Isle of Wight Census Atlas and Statistical Handbook 2001. Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Local Transport Plan. Isle of Wight Council, 2001. 


� Office for National Statistics website: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/. 


� Isle of Wight UDP, 2001. 


� Report to the Executive, Highway Asset Management PFI - Report to the Portfolio Holder for Transport, 
Isle of Wight Council, 20 April 2005. 


� Consultation with Isle of Wight Tourism (part of the Isle of Wight Council) dated 30th June 2005. 


� The Community Strategy for the Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Council, 2004.  


 Island Waste Services Annual Report & Environmental Statement November 2001-October 2002. 


� Coastal Protection Schemes. Isle of Wight Council, 2005. 


� Consultation with Team Leader, Transport Policy at Isle of Wight Council, dated 22/07/05. 


Trends 


None identified. 


Data Gaps 


� Data regarding the quality of tourism accommodation and attractions is currently uncertain. Isle of Wight 
Tourism states that there is likely to be accommodation stock on the Island which they do not hold 
information about. A study commissioned by Isle of Wight Tourism and Tourism South East into hotels on 
the Island is currently underway but the results of this study will not be available until September 2005. 


� Information on how much of the coastline is defended against the sea and the adequacy of current 
defences and areas where improvement is needed.  


� Information on predicted sea level rise. 


Issues 


� There is uncertainty over the quality of tourism accommodation on the Island and its effect on the tourism 
market. 


� Ongoing sea defences and coastal protection work is required to protect the Island’s developed coastline 
and property.  


� The condition of the Island’s road network is below standard. Urgent and substantial investment is 
needed to improve and maintain the highway network asset. Investment is required to improve the 
condition of roads, which has been linked to some road traffic accidents in the past. Failure to secure the 
required investment will result in continued and accelerated deterioration of the network. Restrictions on 
the use of road space will increase through safety considerations which will be accompanied by 
reductions in accessibility.  
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� Some waste, including clinical and hazardous waste generated on the Island is disposed of on the 
mainland. Some material collected for recycling has to be sent to the mainland for processing. 
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Appendix D SEA Framework 


Key: 
- Text without brackets after it: criteria developed from the IOW LDF SA, on-going Council monitoring, appropriate policies, programmes, plans and 


strategies adapted by LTP SEA team. 
- Text with numbers in brackets: numbers refer to key source document listed within Section 4 of the main body of the report. 
- Text with abbreviations in brackets: abbreviations refer to consultation organisation which has suggested amendment e.g. EA= Environment Agency, EH 


= English Heritage and EN = English Nature. 
- Text follows by [LTP 2]: derived from draft LTP 2. 


 
SEA Framework 
 
Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Air Quality: 
To develop the 
transport network to 
maximise access whilst 
minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 
 
(Key links with 
Biodiversity, Fauna and 
Flora and Human Health 
and Safety) 


Traffic congestion in 
Newport 


To reduce congestion in Newport  
 
To limit traffic growth. 


Levels of NOx at specific monitoring points on the 
Island 
 
Vehicle delay speeds in Newport. 
 
Number of Air Quality Management Areas on the 
Island (related to transport issues only) [69] 
 
Traffic counts at survey sites monitored for the LTP2. 
[69] 
 
Car occupancy surveys [69] 


To restrict traffic growth to 3% per 
annum. [LTP 2]   
 
Meet Air Quality targets for carbon 
monoxide, lead, nitrogen dioxide, 
particles, sulphur dioxide, particles, 
benzene, and 1,3 butadiene.  
 
To have no Air Quality Management 
Areas on the Island. [LTP 2]   
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Modal split (private car use, 
public transport, cycling and 
walking) 


To increase travel choice and the proportion of 
people using public transport, cycling and walking 
 
To reduce number of car trips  


Workplace travel plans – change in mode before plan 
and after plan [69] 
 
Method of travel to school  
 
No. of School Travel Plans [69] 
 
Number of Safe Routes to School schemes introduced 
[69] 
 
Number of cars in the Park and Ride car parks at 
Cowes and Ryde St John’s. [69] 
 
Average number of people who use the Park and Ride 
bus at Cowes (provided voluntarily by the bus 
operator) [69]  
 
Bus passenger journeys [69] 
 
Public transport user surveys [69] 
 
Bus patronage [69] 
 
Number of freight vehicles using RORO ferries  
 
Number of people satisfied with bus service (Best 
Value) 
 
Annual route mileage of buses  
 
Bus punctuality [69]  
 
Use of cycle racks in public places 
 
Use of cycle tracks on the Island 
 
Number and total length of cycle tracks on the Island 
[69] 
 
Number of pedestrians using cycle tracks [69] 


By 2020/11, to achieve a 12.1% 
increase in bus passenger journeys 
based on 2003/04 levels. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010 all schools in England 
should have active travel plans (EA) 
 
By 2009/10, to increase to 65% the 
percentage of people satisfied with 
local bus services [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010/11, to achieve a 20% 
increase in train passenger journeys 
based on 1999/20000 levels. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2005/06, to increase cycling trips 
to 243,000 and maintain at this level 
[LTP 2]   
 
To achieve the national cycle target 
of tripling cycling trips on 2000 base 
by 2005/06 and maintaining at this 
level until 2010/11 [69] 
 


Other major sources of air 
pollution (including ferries 
and fuel depots)  


To improve air quality [69] 
 


Concentration of PM10,  benzene and SO2 as 
recorded particularly in areas where increased ferry 
movements may cause national thresholds to be 
exceeded 
 
Number of Air Quality Management Areas on the 
Island [69] 


To have no Air Quality Management 
Areas on the Island. [LTP 2]   
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Coastal geomorphology, 
erosion, stability and risk 
 


To reduce the risk to property and people from 
erosion and instability and avoid damage to the 
coastline or the loss of amenity as a result of human 
activity. 


Length of road requiring engineering work due to 
instability on the coastline. 
 
Further potential indicator to be developed. 


 


Contamination is an issue in 
some areas  
 


To avoid contamination of land through construction 
and operation of the highways network (EA) 


Indicator to be developed.  


Soil and geology: 
To ensure the transport 
network does not 
adversely impact upon 
geology and soils, and 
which reduces the risk 
of erosion and 
instability due to human 
activity.  
 
(Key links with Water, 
Landscape and 
Townscape, Climatic 
Factors Biodiversity, 
Fauna and Flora and 
Material Assets) 
 


Sites designated for 
geological importance (e.g. 
RIGGS)  


To achieve no loss of areas important for geological 
processes (EN) 


Extent of RIGGS and SSSI important for geological 
processes (EN) 


 


Flood risk – surface water 
run-off 


To ensure that highways works do not give rise to 
increases in surface run-off. (EA) 
 


Proportion of priority ranking forms containing a ‘tick’ 
in the box relating to minimising property flooding 
issues. 
 
Number of highways works including measures to 
reduce surface run-off  


 Water: 
To maintain and 
improve the quality of 
the Island’s 
watercourses, 
groundwater systems 
and to prevent an 
increase in risk from 
flooding. 
 
(Key links with Soils and 
Geology, Biodiversity, 
Fauna and Flora, and 
Climatic Factors) 
 


Water quality (groundwater, 
surface water, bathing water 
and estuaries) 


To protect the quality of water by controlling 
transport related development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface water, bathing water, 
and estuaries quality 
 


Rivers of Good or Fair chemical and biological water 
quality (IRF) )or other suitable Environment Agency 
Indicator if replaced in coming years) 
 
Compliance with EC Bathing Waters Directive (IRF) 


 


Landscape and 
townscape: 
To protect and enhance 
the Islands landscape 
and settlement 
character.  
 
(Key kinks with Soils and 
Geology and Biodiversity, 
Fauna and Flora) 


Landscape and settlement 
character 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts 
designation 
 
Tranquillity  


To protect the landscape and settlement character 
of the Island and ensure that transport and its 
associated infrastructure does not negatively impact 
on the existing character of the area. 
 
To positively enhance landscape and settlement 
character. 
 
To conserve and enhance the AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and the AONB 
Management Plan. 
 
To conserve and enhance the Tennyson and 
Hamstead Heritage Coasts in line with their status, 
purpose and AONB management plan. 
 


No. of new or improved roads schemes for which the 
Isle of Wight Conservation Officer has been consulted.  
 
No. of new or improved road schemes within the 
AONB which take account of the Duty of Regard for 
the AONB designation and the AONB management 
plan. 
 
No. of new or improved road schemes within the 
Heritage Coasts which take account of the need to 
conserve the Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage 
Coasts declarations. 
 
Percentage of new lighting designed to modern “low 
spill” emitting standards 


Ensure that all proposed 
programmes and schemes respect 
and seek to enhance the character, 
appearance and local distinctiveness 
of urban and rural areas. This should 
involve conserving distinctive 
heritage features in situ, reinstating 
them (including lighting), and 
promoting the use and, where 
appropriate, re-use of local natural 
materials. (EH) 
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Designated sites for wildlife 
value (international, national 
and local) 
 
Protected species 
 
 


To avoid net loss (direct and indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated wildlife sites and the 
qualifying habitats and species (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater). 
 
 


Area and condition of sites of international, national, 
regional and sub-regional nature conservation 
significance  
 
Habitat severance attributable to transport projects 
 
Population levels of internationally, nationally, 
regionally and locally important species (EN) 


No reduction in number of protected 
species or loss in area or condition of  
statutory and local nature 
conservation designations as a result 
of transport schemes 
 
 


Biodiversity, fauna and 
flora:  
To conserve and 
enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and 
flora. 
 
(Key links with Air Quality, 
Water, Soils and Geology, 
Climatic Factors, Noise 
and Vibration and 
Landscape and 
Townscape) 
 


Biodiversity - Biodiversity 
Action Plan habitats and 
species 


To maintain and enhance biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 
 


Net loss and condition of key habitats for which BAPS 
have been established (IRF and Defra High Level 
Targets) 
 


Ensure no net loss to habitats 
covered by BAPs and seek 
opportunities for environmental 
enhancements (Defra High Level 
Targets) 


Archaeology and 
cultural heritage: 
To protect the Islands 
historic environment 
and cultural resource 
 
(Key links with Noise and 
Vibration and Climatic 
Factors) 
 


Designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments and 
historic parks and gardens, 
maritime heritage, listed 
buildings and conservation 
areas 


To protect the fabric and setting of designated and 
non-designated archaeological sites, monuments, 
historic parks and gardens, maritime heritage, listed 
buildings, locally important historic buildings (EH) 
and conservation areas 


Area, number and condition of archaeological sites 
and monuments, historic parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings and conservation areas. 
 
No. of new or improved road schemes for which the 
Isle of Wight Conservation Officer has been consulted.  


To ensure no loss of or damage to 
the fabric and setting of 
archaeological sites and monuments, 
historic parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings and 
conservation areas through highways 
schemes. 


Greenhouse gas emissions To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
on the Island 
  
To increase the amount of renewable fuels / 
technology used to power vehicles  


Contribution of transport related CO2 emissions to total 
emissions (indicator to be confirmed in March 2006) 
 
Average age of vehicles on the Island (where data is 
available from the DA) 


Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to 12.5% below 1990 levels and 
move towards a 20% reduction in 
CO2 emissions below 1990 levels by 
2010 through measures including 
energy efficiency and renewables.  


Climatic factors: 
To reduce the Islands 
contribution to climate 
change and to limit 
transport development 
at risk from flooding 
and the effects of 
climate change. 
 
(Key links with Air Quality, 
Soils and Geology, Water, 
Landscape and 
townscape, Biodiversity, 
Fauna and Flora, 
Archaeology and cultural 
heritage) 


Vulnerability to flooding and 
the effects of a changing 
environment 


To limit development at risk from flooding and the 
effects of climate change 


Proportion of major new transport infrastructure 
developments designed to take account of potential 
effects of climate change and flood risk 
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Road safety To make the Island’s roads safer and reduce 
accidents [69] 
 


Monitor the number of deaths, seriously injured and 
slight casualties from road accidents [69] (PSA 
differentiates between total and children; as an 
average for the last 5 years) 
 
Percentage of pedestrian crossings with facilities for 
disabled [LTP 2]   
 
Number of slight casualties on Island roads. [69] 
 
Levels of CCTV coverage - at rail stations and in other 
transport related locations [69] 
 
Number of Safe Routes to Schools schemes 
Implemented [69] 


By 2010, to achieve 100% of 
pedestrian crossings with facilities for 
disabled. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010, to achieve a 40% reduction 
in people killed or seriously injured 
on Island roads based on the 1994-
98 average. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010, to achieve a 50% in 
children killed or seriously injured on 
Island roads based on the 1994-98 
average. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010, to achieve a 5% reduction 
in slight causalities on Island roads 
based on the 2001-04 average. [LTP 
2]   


Human health and 
safety: 
To protect and improve 
the safety and health of 
the population. 
 
(Key links with Air Quality, 
and Noise and Vibration) 


Physical fitness To increase opportunities for walking and cycling Number of cycling trips per annum on major cycle 
tracks 
 
Number of cycling training initiatives implemented per 
annum 
 
Number of new cycle routes or sections of strategic 
routes per annum 
 
Number of Air Quality Management Areas on the 
Island 


By 2010/11, to increase the 
percentage of children participating in 
cycle training. [LTP 2]   
 
To have no Air Quality Management 
Areas on the Island [LTP 2]   


Ferry port activity To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and 
vibration effects of vehicle movements at the ferry 
ports 
 


Vehicle counts on ferries  
 
Number of complaints to the Environmental Health 
Officer regarding ferry related noise. 
 


 


Concentration of high activity 
in urban centres at specific 
times 


To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse noise and 
vibration effects of transport movement in the urban 
centres 
 


Number of complaints to the Environmental Health 
Officer regarding traffic noise (relating to traffic 
volume). 
 


 


Noise and Vibration: 
To limit the risk of 
adverse noise and 
vibration effects and 
protect tranquil areas. 
 
(key links with Human 
Health and Safety and 
Biodiversity, Fauna and 
Flora)  Tranquillity To protect tranquil areas on the Island and avoid risk 


to them from light and noise pollution due to 
increases in traffic 


Length of new roads in rural areas with noise 
reduction measures if deemed necessary.  
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Population: 
To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the 
community, and 
minimise severance by 
sea.  
 
(Key links with Human 
Health and safety and Air 
Quality) 


Community severance 
 
Access to transport (public 
transport, cycle tracks) 
including cross-Solent links 


To minimise the impact of severance by sea  
 
To ensure transport is accessible for all sectors of 
the community regardless of age, income and 
mobility  
 


Percentage  of crossings with facilities for the mobility 
impaired [69] 
 
Level of complaints about footway defects [69] 
 
Number of low floor buses in operation [69] 
 
Number of passenger journeys on ferries, trains and 
buses [69] 
 
Number of cycles parked at interchanges and town 
centres in dedicated cycle racks [69] 
 


To have no overall deterioration in 
footway condition. [LTP 2]   
 
By 2010, to achieve a 10.6% 
increase in ferry foot passenger 
journeys based on 2004 levels. [LTP 
2]   
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Access to services via public 
transport 


To improve access to services and facilities (e.g. 
retail, education, leisure, sporting, cultural, etc)   


Percentage of: 
a) pupils of compulsory school age; 
b) compulsory school age in receipt of free school 


meals 
within 15 and 30 minutes of a primary school and 
20 and 40 minutes of a middle or high school by 
public transport. [69] 


 
Percentage of 16-19 year olds within 30 and 60 
minutes of a further education establishment by public 
transport. [69] 
 
Percentage of: 
a) people of working age; 
b) people in receipt of Jobseekers allowance 


within 20 and 40 minutes of work by public 
transport. [69] 


 
Percentage of: 
a) households; 
b) households without access to a car  


within 30 and 60 minutes of a hospital by public 
transport. [69] 


 
Percentage of: 
a) households; 
b) households without access to a car 


within 15 and 30 minutes of a GP by public 
transport. [69] 


 
Percentage of: 
a) households; 
b) households without access to a car within 15 and 


30 minutes of a major centre by public transport. 
[69] 


 
Number of new developments where Section 106 
money is secured to ensure priority is given to access 
by cycle, foot and public transport [69] 
 
Bus punctuality  [69] 
 
Punctuality of trains 
 
Reliability of trains 


To ensure that transport is a prime 
consideration for land use allocation. 
 
To achieve 90% bus punctuality by 
2014/15 
 
To maintain train punctuality at 
96.5% or better. 
 
To maintain train reliability at 99% or 
better 
 
 
 
 
 


Access to the countryside 
(EN) 


To increase access to the countryside Length of opened and signed public rights of way  To maintain the length of opened and 
signed public rights of way 
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Headline  Appraisal 
criteria 
 


Issues from baseline Appraisal Sub-criteria Indicators Targets (where they exist) 


Aggregates for road repair 
and construction 


To ensure the use of recycled materials for road 
repair and construction. 


Amount of recycled material used in road repair and 
construction per annum 


To increase the amount of recycled 
materials used for road repair and 
construction.  


Material assets:  
To improve and 
maintain the physical 
quality of the Island’s 
transport infrastructure 
network. 
 
(Key links with Human 
Health and Safety and 
Soils and Geology) 


Transport infrastructure 
(road, rail, ferry, pedestrian 
and cycle including quays, 
ports and piers) 


To improve the physical quality of the Island’s 
transport infrastructure network through appropriate 
investment 


Amount of investment per annum in upgrading existing 
transport infrastructure and provision of new 
sustainable transport infrastructure. 
 
Percentage of principal road network where structural 
maintenance should be considered. 
 
Percentage of unclassified road network where 
structural maintenance should be considered. 
 


By 2007/08 to reduce to 60% the 
local authority principal road network 
where structural maintenance should 
be considered and to maintain at this 
level until 2010/11. 
 
By 2005/06, to reduce the 
percentage of the unclassified 
network where structural 
maintenance should be considered 
and to maintain at this level until 
2010/11. 
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Appendix E Matrices and Worksheets 


COMPATIBILITY MATRICES 
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ASSESSMENT WORKSHEETS 
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ASSESSMENT MATRICES 
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Summary of assessment of individual schemes 
 
The potential negative and positive effects of the schemes within each area with respect to the headline SEA 
criteria are presented individually within the following summary tables. If no effect has been identified for some 
SEA criteria, they have not been included within the tables. 
 
Schemes within the Cowes / Newport / Pan area (Cowes Waterfront and Pan)  


Scheme: Improvements to Somerton Park & Ride  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Water - Potential to affect surface water run-off and water 
quality through construction and operation. 


Biodiversity, fauna and 
flora 


- Potential to affect non-designated habitat e.g. 
hedges through construction  


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use public 
transport instead of using cars, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Population + Should improve access to public transport and 
access to services and facilities.  


Material assets + Should improve condition of transport 
infrastructure.  


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Residents Parking Zones & Traffic Management SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Should encourage people to walk or cycle by 
restricting parking.  


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Footway Baring Road SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Should encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars.  


Human health & safety + + Improves safety and provides opportunities for 
walking. 


Material assets + Should improve the quality of the Island’s 
transport infrastructure. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: 6’6’’ Width restriction Baring Road SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Human health & safety +  Improves safety on road and therefore increases 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Cycle Routes 23 link – Town Centre SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to cycle instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + + Increases opportunities for cycling. 


Population + Should increase access to facilities and services 
by bicycle and access to the countryside. 
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+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: High Street Access for Cyclists SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to cycle instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + + Increases opportunities for cycling. 


Population + Should increase access to facilities and services 
by bicycle and access to the countryside. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Pedestrian Improvements Bath Road SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Should encourage people to walk instead of using 
cars.  


Landscape & townscape + Should enhance townscape through extending 
pedestrianised area. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


+ Potential to enhance the setting of built heritage. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Should improve safety and improves 
opportunities for walking. 


Population + Improves access to services and facilities within 
the town centre on foot. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Traffic Calming & Safety Improvements Bath 
Road 


SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Human health & safety + + Improves safety 


Population + Improves access 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Bus Gate Newport Road – Nodes Road SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use public 
transport instead of using cars, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Population + Should improve access to services and facilities 
by bus. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
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Scheme: Pedestrian Improvements Floating Bridge SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars.  


Human health & safety + + Improves safety and increases opportunity for 
walking.  


Population + Should improve access to transport  
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Cycle Parking Cowes Town Centre SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Human health & safety + Improves opportunities to cycle. 


Climatic factors + Potential to reduce car trips and therefore 
greenhouse gas emissions. 


Population + Should improve access to services and facilities 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Traffic Calming  Sylvan Drive SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Landscape & townscape � Potential to enhance or adversely affect 
townscape through appearance of traffic calming 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to affect habitats such as hedges 


Human health & safety + Should improve safety and therefore provide 
greater opportunities for walking and cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Junction Improvements Sylvan Drive – Foxes 
Road 


SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to affect habitats such as hedges 


Human health & safety + Should improve safety 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Cycle way signing SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Human health & safety + Improves opportunities to cycle. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Strategic Freight Route Implementation SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to reduce congestion in Newport. 


Landscape & townscape + Potential to enhance landscape and townscape by 
routing HGVs to avoid more sensitive landscape 
areas.  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


+ Potential to enhance built heritage, e.g. 
conservation areas, by routing HGVs to avoid 
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more sensitive areas. 


Human health & safety + Should make Island’s road safer 


Noise & vibration � Potential to reduce noise and vibration in town 
centres but could increase noise and vibration in 
more tranquil areas. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Cycle Way Construction east Side Medina River SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Water - Potential to adversely affect surface water run-off 
and water quality through construction works. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - -  Potential to adversely affect the SAC and SSSI 
designations on River Medina. Appropriate 
Assessment may be required. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use cycle 
instead of using cars, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions 


Human health & safety + + Increases opportunities for walking and cycling 


Population + Should increase access to facilities, services and 
the countryside by foot and cycle. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Transport Interchange Improvements SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice 


Landscape & townscape + Potential to enhance townscape 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential to enhance or adversely affect the 
historic environment. 


Climatic factors + Potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through increase travel choice. 


Population + Improves access to transport , to services and 
facilities 


Material assets + Should improve physical condition of transport 
infrastructure. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
 
Schemes within the Ryde area 
 


Scheme: Cycle Routes  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to negatively affect designated SINC 
near Wootton and Newport but works likely to be 
minor in nature and therefore risk is low. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


- Potential to negatively affect unknown 
archaeology but works likely to be minor in nature 
and therefore risk is low. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to cycle instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 


Human health & safety + + Should increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling. 


Population + Should increase access to facilities and services 
by bicycle and access to the countryside. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
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Scheme: Traffic management & safety improvements  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for traffic management measures to be 
visually intrusive. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas. 


Human health & safety + + Should make Island’s roads safer, reduce 
accidents and has the potential to increase 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 


Population + Potential to increase access by improving 
movement around Ryde. 


Material assets + Potential to improve the quality of the Island’ 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Urban Traffic Calming  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for traffic calming measures to be 
visually intrusive. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas. 


Human health & safety + + Should make Island’s roads safer, reduce 
accidents and has the potential to increase 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Pedestrian Improvements & Links to 
Smallbrook Stadium  


SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for works to be visually intrusive. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to negatively affect nearby SINC and 
wider countryside. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + + Should increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
Schemes within the Bay area 
 


Scheme: Public Transport Improvements Buses  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use public 
transport instead of using cars, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Potential to improve safety through providing 
shelter for bus users. 


Population + Should increase access to transport, services and 
facilities. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
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Scheme: Improve Bus links to Rail Stations  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use public 
transport instead of using cars, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Population + Should increase access to transport, services and 
facilities and the countryside. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Cycleway Improvements  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to cycle instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Should increase opportunities for cycling. 


Population + Should increase access to transport, services and 
facilities and the countryside. 


Material assets + Potential to improve physical condition of transport 
infrastructure 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Traffic Management & Safety Improvements  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Water - Potential to affect water quality through 
construction works. 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for works to be visually intrusive. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora -  Location of works unknown and therefore potential 
for adverse affects on designated sites and other 
habitats such as hedges. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Locations of works unknown and therefore 
potential for adverse affects on heritage sites and 
unknown archaeology although works likely to be 
only minor. Traffic management could enhance 
conservation areas. 


Human health & safety + + Improves safety 


Material assets + Improves condition of Island roads. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Urban Traffic Calming  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for traffic calming measures to be 
visually intrusive. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas. 


Human health & safety +  Should make Island’s roads safer, reduce 
accidents and has the potential to increase 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Coach and Car Park improvements  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Human health & safety + Improves safety 
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Population + Potential to improve access to services and 
facilities through improving access. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Pedestrian Footway Cliff Bridge  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase proportion of people walking. 
Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to affect habitats and species near 


bridge through works. 
Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 


using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
Human health & safety + Makes Island roads safer and increases 


opportunities for walking. 
Population + Should improve access to services and facilities 


on foot. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
Schemes within the rural areas 
 


Scheme: Highway Safety Improvements  SEA criteria 
Potential 
effects* 


Reason 
 


Landscape & townscape -  Potential for design and layout of crossings / 
footways to cause visual intrusion 


Human health & safety + Should make roads safer, reduce accidents and 
increase opportunities for walking and cycling 


Population + Potential to improve access 


Material assets + Potential to improve physical quality of Island’s 
transport network 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Route 22 cycle way SEA criteria 
Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, reduce 
congestion, limit traffic growth, reduce car trips 
and improve air quality. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - - Route unknown and therefore potential for adverse 
affects on designated sites and biodiversity. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


- - Route unknown and therefore potential for adverse 
affects on designated and non-designated heritage 
sites and unknown archaeology. 


Climatic factors + Potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through encouraging modal shift. 


Human health & safety + + Should increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling. 


Population + + Should increase access to the countryside. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Partnership/Vehicles/Driver Training/Cycle 
parking at Stops 


SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, reduce car trips 
and improve air quality. 


Human health & safety + Should make Island’s roads safer and reduce 
accidents and increase opportunities for cycling. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
SEA criteria Scheme: Park Road – Briddlesford Road Upgrade 
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Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality - Potential that it will not limit traffic growth, will not 
reduce car trips, and will not improve air quality. 


Soil & Geology - Potential to contaminate land and affect soil 
structure through construction. 


Water - Potential to affect surface water run-off and water 
quality through construction works. 


Landscape and townscape - Potential to affect tranquil areas and in general 
landscape through widening road and increasing 
HGV traffic along the road.  


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential for designated sites adjacent to the road 
and non-designated habitats e.g. hedgerows to be 
adversely affected.  


Noise & vibration - - Potential to affect tranquil areas through 
facilitating increase in HGV traffic on road. 


Material assets + Potential to use recycled materials in construction 
and to improve road conditions 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: PRoW network Extension SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Should increase proportion of people walking. 
Soil & Geology � Footpaths could either enhance landscape and 


increase people’s enjoyment of the landscape or 
paths and furniture (e.g. gates) could cause visual 
intrusion. 


Landscape and townscape � Could either enhance or adversely affect the 
landscape depending on how it is implemented, 
e.g. materials used for paths, design of gates etc. 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - -  Potential to negatively affect designated and non 
designated sites and species depending on where 
path extensions take place. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


- - Potential to negatively affect designated and non 
designated heritage sites and unknown 
archaeology depending on where path extensions 
take place. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Should increase opportunities for walking 


Population + + Should increase access to the countryside 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
 
Other schemes Island-wide 
 


Scheme: Bus Shelters  SEA criteria 
Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Potential to increase safety by providing shelter for 
bus users. 


Population + Potential to increase accessibility to public 
transport. 


Material assets + Improves transport infrastructure. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 
SEA criteria Scheme: Car Park Improvements (CCTV) 
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Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Human health & safety + Increases safety 


Population + Potential to improve access to facilities and 
services by improving safety within the public 
realm. 


+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Pedestrian Crossings  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to increase travel choice, limit traffic 
growth, reduce car trips and improve air quality. 


Landscape & townscape � Potential for visual affects to landscape, AONB and 
Heritage Coasts depending on design of crossings.  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas due to design 
of crossings. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Should increase safety on Island roads and 
increases opportunities for walking. 


Population + Should improve access to services and facilities 


Material assets + Improves transport infrastructure. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Walking Schemes  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Should increase proportion of people walking. 


Landscape & townscape � Potential for visual affects to landscape and 
townscape depending on design of works i.e. 
changes to road layout.  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas depending on 
design of works i.e. changes to road layout.  


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to walk instead of 
using cars, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 


Human health & safety + Should increase safety on Island roads and 
increases opportunities for walking. 


Population + Potential to improve access to services and 
facilities on foot. 


Material assets + Potential to Improve transport infrastructure. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Improve Peak Hour Public transport on Key 
Routes  


SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Air quality + Potential to reduce congestion in Newport, 
increase travel choice, limit traffic growth, reduce 
car trips and improve air quality. 


Landscape & townscape � Potential for visual affects to landscape and 
townscape depending on design of works i.e. bus 
gates, junction layouts.  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


� Potential for adverse affects to or enhancement of 
built heritage and conservation areas depending on 
design of works i.e. bus gates, junction layouts. 


Climatic factors + Potential to encourage people to use public 
transport instead of using cars, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Population + + Should increase access to public transport, and 
has potential to increase access to services and 
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facilities and to the countryside. 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Safety Surfacing  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to affect non-designated habitats e.g. 
hedgerows through resurfacing works 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


- Potential to affect conservation areas due to colour 
of surfacing. 


Human health & safety + + Should make Island roads safer 


Material assets + + Improves condition of Island’s roads 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
 


Scheme: Traffic management & Safety Improvements  SEA criteria 


Potential 
effects* 


Reason 


Landscape & townscape - Potential for visual affects to landscape and 
townscape depending on design of works i.e. 
junction layouts.  


Biodiversity, fauna and flora - Potential to affect designated and non-designated 
habitats e.g. hedgerows depending on location of 
works. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage 


- Potential to affect conservation areas due to colour 
of surfacing. 


Human health & safety + + Improves safety on Island roads  


Material assets + + Improves condition of Island roads 
+ key: - - major negative, – slight negative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ major positive, ? Uncertainty, � could be positive or 
negative depending on how scheme is implemented 
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Appendix F Glossary 


Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB):  The primary purpose of the AONB designation is to conserve 
natural beauty – which by statute includes wildlife, physiographic features and cultural heritage as well as the 
more conventional concepts f landscape and scenery. AONBs are designated under the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act 1949, amended in the Environment Act 1995. (Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Brownfield land : previously developed land. 


Core Strategy : This sets out the long term vision of an area. 


Consultation Body : An authority which because of its environmental responsibilities is likely to be concerned 
by the effects of implementing plans and programmes and must be consulted under the SEA Directive. The 
consultation bodies, designated in the SEA Regulations are the Countryside Agency, English Heritage, and the 
Environment Agency. 


Cumulative effect : The impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of an action when 
added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.  


Environmental Report : A document required by the SEA Directive as part of an environmental assessment, 
which identifies, describes and appraises the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing a 
plan or programme. 


Heritage Coast: a section of coast exceeding one mile in length that is of exceptionally fine scenic quality, 
substantially undeveloped and containing features of special significance and interest. The designation is 
agreed between local authorities and the Countryside Agency as an aid to local authorities in planning and 
managing their coastlines. (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Indicator : A measure of variables over time, often used to measure achievement of objectives. 


Local Development Framework (LDF) : a portfolio of local development documents which provide the 
framework for delivering the spatial planning strategy for the area. 


Local Transport Plan (LTP) : A statutory document produced by the Council setting out its five year transport 
strategy and twenty year vision and includes targets for delivery.  Annual Progress Reports (APRs) are 
produced which monitor performance against LTP targets. 


NATA (New Approach to Appraisal) - provides a framework within which impacts under the headings of 
environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration can be taken into account by the decision-maker. 
In reaching a decision about a proposal, it is intended that account is also taken of the distribution and fairness 
of the impacts, the affordability and financial sustainability of the proposal, and its practicality and acceptability 
to the public. (http://www.cfit.gov.uk/research/10year/second/ad.htm)  


National Nature Reserve (NNR): Nationally important sites containing examples of some of the most natural 
and semi-natural terrestrial and coastal ecosystems in Great Britain. They are managed to conserve their 
habitats or to provide special opportunities for scientific study of the habitats and communities represented 
within them. Declared by the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Nature Conservation : The preservation, management and enhancement of natural plant and animal 
communities and occasionally modified vegetation, as representative samples of their own kind. 


Objective  something to be achieved i.e. to improve air quality. 


Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) : The government department which has responsibility for 
planning and local government. 


Ramsar site: designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, agreed in Ramsar, 
agreed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. Originally intended to protect sites of importance as waterfowl habitat, the 
Convention has broadened its scope to cover all aspects of wetland conservation and wise use, recognising 
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wetlands as ecosystems that are extremely important for biodiversity conservation in general ad for the well-
being of human communities (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphologica l Sites (RIGGS) : Areas of land of local importance 
for their conservation of geological and geomorphological features worthy of protection for their educational, 
research, historical or aesthetic importance. They are not of sufficient significance to warrant recognition as an 
SSSI. 


Renewable Energy : Power from naturally re-occurring resources such as the sun, wind and water. 


Right of Way Network (RoW) On the Isle of Wight this is 500 miles of bridleways and footpaths proving public 
access to all parts of the Island and enable a network or walks and trails including a round the Island network.  


Special Area of Conservation (SAC):  Internationally important sites designated under the EC Habitats 
Directive. SACs are areas which have been identified as best representing the range and variety within the 
European Union of habitats and (non-bird) species listed in Annexes I and II to the Directive. SACs, together 
with SPAs, form the Natura 2000 network (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Scoping:  The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of a sustainability appraisal (SA), including the 
sustainability effects and options which need to be considered, the assessment methods to be used, and the 
structure and contents of the SA report. 


Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SINC): Areas of land and wetland of local importance for the 
conservation of semi-natural habitats including mosaics of heathland, unimproved grassland, scrubland and 
plantation and/or habitats which support rare local wildlife species. They may not be of sufficient extent or 
quality to qualify for national recognition as a SSSI. 


Special Protection Area (SPA): classified by the Government under the EC Birds Directive. SPAs are areas 
of the most important habitat for rare (listed on Annex I to the Directive) and migratory birds within the 
European Union. SPAs, together with SACs, form the Natura 2000 network (Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA ): A term used internationally to describe an environmental 
assessment applied to policies, plans and programmes.  In this document SEA is used to refer to the type of 
environmental assessment required under the SEA directive which assesses the effects of certain plans on the 
environment. 


Sustainability Appraisal (SA):  A term used to describe the form of assessment that considers social, 
environmental and economic effects, which incorporate the requirements of the SEA Directive. 


Sustainable Development: A term given to the development that is environmentally responsible; the most 
common definition is from the Brundtland Commission (1987) – “Development which meets the needs of the 
present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. 


Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): A national suite of sites providing statutory protection for the best 
examples of the UKs flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features. They are also used to underpin 
other national and international nature conservation designations. Originally notified under the National Parks 
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, SSSIs have been re-notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. Improved provisions for the protection and management of SSSIs were introduced by the Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000 (in England and Wales) (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Unitary Development Plan (UDP): A development plan providing a strategic detailed framework to encourage 
and guide development. The current Isle of Wight UDP was adopted in 2001 and will be replaced by the LDF. 


 


 








O. Additional Information


O.1 Developing the Plan


The LTP has been developed thorough a series of structured workshops,


consultation and discussions.  These discussions have helped shape and


inform the production of the Provisional Plan, set our targets, inform and


assist our accessibility planning work and shape this final document.  


O.1.1 Workshops and discussions


These workshops included one with our QTP, which includes transport operators – ferry, 


motorcycle, bus, rail, taxi and freight, transport users, including motoring groups, cycle and


bus, Transport 2000, Friends of the Earth, representatives from the Chamber of Commerce,


Federation of Small Businesses, Tourism and Planning.  Plus a number of other workshops


involving colleagues from Health, Education, IWEP, Planning, Tourism, Job Centre+ and LA21 


were also staged.  We used internal workshops involving officers from Engineering Services


to help establish our targets, delivery and spending programmes.  


O.1.2 Accessibility planning


Our accessibility planning work has also been assisted by the use of structured workshops,


to which were invited a broad range of local representatives, plus transport users, transport


operators, officers, and Elected Members.  We will continue using this consultative process


to develop and deliver our Accessibility Action Plans.  


O.1.3 Consultation and feedback


We made every effort to make the PLTP as widely available as possible.  Over 300 copies of


the Plan were printed and Section A of this Plan explains how these were distributed and 


made available for inspection at local libraries, council offices and on the Internet.  


This final Plan has been revised to take account of this process, the SEA and the important


feedback from Government Office, DEFRA and others. 


This Section therefore includes:


• The notes from external workshops and discussions.


• Notes from internal workshops and discussions.


• Notes taken following accessibility workshop.


• Subsequent accessibility planning meetings.


• Comments made during the PLTP consultation period.


• Action taken in response to the points made in the GOSE Decision Letter.


• LTP Annex C.


• A map illustrating our traffic and cycle monitoring points.


• Jargon buster.


• Location map.


A
d


d
it


io
n


a
l 


In
fo


rm
a


ti
o


n


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  1


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 1







A
d


d
it


io
n


a
l 


In
fo


rm
a


ti
o


n


2 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


O.2 Workshop notes


O.2.1 Consultation and discussions


The provisional plan was developed thorough a series of structured workshops, consultation


and discussions.  These discussions have helped shape and inform the production of the 


provisional LTP submitted in July 2005.  


The workshops included one with our QTP, which includes transport operators – ferry, 


motorcycle, bus, rail, taxi and freight, transport users, including motoring groups, cycle and 


bus, Transport 2000, Friends of the Earth, representatives from the Chamber of Commerce,


Federation of Small Businesses, Tourism and Planning.  


A number of other workshops involved colleagues from Health, Education, IWEP, Planning,


Tourism, Job centre+ and LA21 were also staged.  Plus internal workshops involved officers


from Engineering Services; these were used to help establish targets, delivery and spending


programmes.  


Included below are notes taken at these workshops.


O.3 QTP workshop notes (Identified by LGA shared 
priority)


Accessibility


Increase accessibility by: 


Walking


• Pedestrian priority.


• Crossings – more convenient & friendly.


• Maintaining footways.


• Upgrading public rights of way.


• More information on walking – e.g. routes, in town signage, health benefits.


Cycling


• Shared surfaces.


• Incentives - e.g. assistance with bike purchase.


• Publicity - e.g. working with GPs to promote health benefits.


• Cycle signage.


• Racks.
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Bus


• Park and ride.


• Bus priority – e.g. junctions, bus lanes.


• Free/concessionary fares.


• Ticketing and timetables.


• Improved frequency.


• Reduced journey times – e.g. fast commuter services.


• Making bus quicker than car.


• Safety and comfort.


• In town routes - e.g. Newport.


• Improved customer service - e.g. better drivers.


• Publicity & advertising – e.g. fare information.


• Accessible vehicles - e.g. low floor buses and appropriate infrastructure.


Train


• Park and ride.


• Improved frequency (30 mins) – need Brading loop (£1/2 m).


• Establishment of a CRP.


• Improved station signage and footpaths.


Taxi and PHVs


• Promotion.


• Ability to taxi share.


• Increased use.


• Accessible vehicles.


• Regulation of voluntary sector vehicles – e.g. qualifications, CRB checks, medicals, training.


Powered Two Wheelers


• Promotion e.g. image.


• Education and awareness.


• Appropriate parking e.g. concrete parking strips.


• PTW strategy.


Ticketing & Integration


• Better integration between modes.


• Interchanges.


• Rover tickets for use on all buses.


• SV timetable to include all operator services.


Freight


• Affected by boat times.


• Can have detrimental effect on businesses.


• Trailer park.


• Aim to reduce product miles.
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4 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Coaches


• New tourism plan.


• Proposed landing charge may hit poorest tourists.


Crime


• Is it fear of?


• Increased policing.


• Education.


• Drug abuse in public places – e.g. interchanges.


• CCTV.


• Consider appropriate lighting – e.g. style of lighting, bulbs, vandal proof.


• Safety of public transport drivers.


Mobility Impaired


• Accessible vehicles.


• Reduced fares.


• Disabled bays.


• Kerbs  - e.g. footways and for access to suitable vehicles.


• Need to working with health providers.


Congestion


Address congestion by:


Travel Planning


• Workplace travel plans – LA should take lead.


• School travel plans – sticks required, address parking around school gates, links to 


safe routes to school initiatives.


• Consider alternatives to motorcar – e.g. education and promotion.


Car Sharing


• Island car sharing database – e.g. WightRide.


• Promote via workplaces and schools – e.g. part of travel plans.


Reduce Need to Travel


• Better planning - e.g. create sustainable communities.


• Consider all modes transport in planning decisions.


• No out of town retail developments.


Demand Solutions


• Unsure about road pricing – could consider town charges or work place parking charging?


• Parking – e.g. control availability, cost, highlighting to public true cost of parking i.e. 


not free but subsidised, effective use of parking.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  5


Supply Solutions


• Existing lights – key congestion points e.g. 5 ways, Coppins Bridge, Heights at Lake.


• Co-ordination of works on the highway – timing (seasonal, off peak), advance 


notification of works, advertising other options (e.g. train).


• Strategic routes (freight, coaches) – need to sign from ferry.


Highway Maintenance


• Need to maintain existing – PFI?


Safety


Address safety issues by:


• Look at location & type of accidents.


• Education.


Environment


Address environment issues by:


• Need good design.


• Street furniture – appropriate to locality and well positioned.


• Signs – remove old signs, utilise posts, remove unused posts, maintenance (eg cut 


back vegetation).


O.4 Internal workshop notes (by Regeneration area)


Notes taken during a series of internal structured workshops involving 


Council staff and colleagues from a number of partner organisations 


including: planning, AONB, health, IW Economic Partnership and education.
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6 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Investment Programme – Workshop 1 - 21/04/2005


Area Problem Solution


Newport Capacity of Coppins Bridge Coppins Bridge – Traffic Flow – Study / Traffic 


Accessibility – Newport Town Centre Modelling


St Mary’s Roundabout – Bus Gate


Newport Quay – Bus Link Study


Pan Bus Gate – Furrlongs – Study


Park & Ride – Staplers – Pan – Study


Traffic Management (II) – Modelling 


Cross Town Link


Cycling: 


cycleway eastern bank of River – Study


signing – urban routes


Walking – Audit


Variable Message Signing


On approach roads – Part of 6


Strategic Signing – Part of 6


River Traffic


Distribution depot – West Cowes


East Cowes – Red Jet


Workplace Travel Plans (WTP)


School Travel Plans (STP)


Quality Bus Partnership (QBP) – Contract, 


Fares, Infrastructure


Vehicle / Pedestrian safety Real Time Information – Buses


Strategic Transport (PPP)


CCTV 


Cowes Ferries – Red Jet SEEDA – New Red Jet Terminal


Car Ferry – East Cowes Park and Ride - 5 years +


New Ferry Services (20 years)


Investment Programme – Workshop 2 - 28/04/2005


Area Problem Solution


Project Freight Trailer Park – Racecourse roundabout


Cowes Multi-stay parking (St Mary’s Road Car Park)


Parking: Provision for commuters


Cowes •  Residential residents parking – double yellow lines over 


Area •  Commuter vehicular access


•  Capacity Designated freight route ( Gordon Road) - then 


allowing parking on both sides down 


residential roads


‘Acceptable’ level parking Use of Somerton Park & Ride


BAE Systems site for P & R expansion
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  7


Area Problem Solution


Red Jet 30% of passengers would prefer to use E. Cowes


instead of Cowes Terminal


Parking problems move to E. Cowes


residents parking policy E. Cowes


Cowes Employment Depends on business type


Study Cowes – Newport Cycleway


Buses + Fairlee to Newport Town Centre


Consider need for bus priority


Newport busy so use (summer / measures in West  & East Cowes


peak) – Floating bridge SEEDA proposals 


•  Access (solution? problems?)


•  Capacity Castle / Ferry – Westlands


usage – peak times


Medina Bridge (investigated by Arups)


E. Cowes Route to E. Cowes – capacity Investigate as part of Project Cowes


Kingston Links to possible bridge site (levels?)


Ferry breakdown VMS – location  - Whippingham / all ferries


work with operators


Newport Home Zones link East to West Roads – links to Newport Study


Islandwide Speed Draft Road Safety Plan


/ Rural Speed Strategy


Ryde High number of pedestrians High Street / Union Street – Mike Wheeler


Strategic route creation (Pellhurst Road 


Though routes Junctions / Green Street – High Street)


Ryde Interchange – assist in vehicular movements


Interchange – Ryde Pier Network has capacity


Strategic Signage & Bus Priority Routes


Smallbrook – railway / stadium Station works – pedestrian access - footpath


Oakfield – access Home Zones?


Safety – rat running Housing Association – consult


Community / Ryde Development Trust


Footway Overall Strategy Rights of Way Improvement Strategy


Safety Accidents Remedial Study – Routes


Cluster sites diminishing routes basis – signage - policy


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 7







A
d


d
it


io
n


a
l 


In
fo


rm
a


ti
o


n


8 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Investment Programme – Workshop 3 - 04/05/02005


Area Problem Solution


Ryde Cycle access Ryde Interchange


Lack of routes New routes


Spencer Road signing


Fishbourne to Ryde routes


Ryde to Seaview signing


Brading to Bembridge


Railway land – North to South


Monkton Mead – Transport Corridor


Ryde circular route


Bus access for commuters Direct routes for commuters


Ryde to Newport


Limited stops


Information VMS


Fishbourne – Ferry  / Ryde Pier


Ryde Town Centre


At car parks


Traffic management


Car parks - Vehicle / Pedestrian safety CCTV


Sandown Coach parking – safety & security Coach parks with facilities & CCTV


Bay Car Parks – waterside sites Car Park enhancements


CCTV


Coach facilities


Environmental


Signing


Traffic congestion Improvements / signing / traffic lights


Shanklin to Lake route Traffic management plan


Windsor Drive – Blythe Way – Bus Gate


Rail station enhancements St Johns Road – Brook Road – Car Route


Shanklin Signing


Sandown


Cycle access revetment Open as Cycle way


Cliff Path investigate options


Water access Hovercraft Sandown – Shanklin


Water bus – Ventnor


Access Develop Bembridge airport


Develop Sandown airport


New airport location


Bus priority Bus priority @ junctions


Southern Shanklin – 


North of Shanklin
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  9


Area Problem Solution


Bus access Maintain Optio service beyond 06


Winford / Apse Heath New routes to Railway stations


Shanklin to Ventnor Improved disused railway lines


use tunnel


route alongside road / Rew lane


Cycle hire at Shanklin


Shanklin Interchange


General Information 


Strategic Freight Plan Quality Bus Partnership (QBP) Roads


Freight Partnership Use capital Re-classification


Identify strategic routes Wight bus / Southern Vectis Signing


Agreement / TROs Commuter routes Freight map


Park Road Travel to work Coach map


Investment Programme – Workshop 4 – 20/05/2005


Area Problems Solution


Rural Accessibility Partnership


Other vehicles


Driver training


Bus Network – villages, hamlets Demand responsive  - not commercial


Service  - cost


- limited take up


Shelters at stops


Rural bus subsidies  Expand Wightbus


- now kick start Link services to railway stations


Promotion – (revenue)


Cycling Feeder service (bus & cycle)


Lack of off road routes Routes 22 ( + access to)


Cycle storage at bus stops


Walking Expansion of ROW network – ROWIP


Footpaths (lack of) / safety


Hedges (footpaths behind = crime)


Traffic speed Increase visibility at rural junctions


lanes & rural villages Quiet Lanes (advisory limit – success?)


(actual or perception) Safety vs Accessibility – Yafford / Porchfield


Accidents – severity Accident database – Road Safety Plan


clusters? – all identified Education & Training


Road stability (coastal roads) Major bid (£5 million +)


Freight / Coaches Strategic routes – one way – road safety / stability


Quality Freight Partnership


Coach routes
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10 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


O.5 Comments received during provisional lTP 
consultation


Comments received during consultation on Provisional Local 
Transport Plan (LPTP)


No. of 


Comments Comment Action Taken


Introduction


No comments received Updated in this final Plan


Transport in the Wider Context


1 Comment about land use on the Island. To be dealt with as part of 


development of Island Plan 


1 Comment about Transport Interchanges on the Island. We are looking to improve 


interchange – Ryde underway, 


Newport through private 


investment.


2 Comment that there should be direct references Discussed and agreed with


made to the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty English Nature and others and 


Management Plan, and more information provided as a result further emphasised


about environmental areas, species and statistics. in Sections E and I. 


Transport Issues and Opportunities


1 Comment regarding the present bus network. Bus network to be revised / 


improved by operator – April 06 


onwards.


2 Objections to increased competition between New timetable and travel 


bus providers. subsidies to be introduced April


06 onwards.   


1 Comment that there should be direct references Included in Sections B, M, N 


to the Tourism Development Plan. and elsewhere. 


1 Comment about Timetables. To be revised by operator April 


06 onwards


1 Support for de-zoning taxies on the Island. Noted – to be actioned see 


Section C 


2 Comments on concessionary fares and a central Noted and to be discussed.


control centre for taxis.


1 Comment suggesting that a strategic plan is needed Issue for discussion with Solent


for Cross Solent travel. Transport. 


1 Support for Work Place Travel Plans. Support noted


1 Comment that demand responsive services are To be considered as part of


required on the Island. review of services.


1 Support for powered two wheelers as a means to Support noted – included in


reduce congestion. Section C 
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No. of 


Comments Comment Action Taken


Long Term Strategy 


1 Comment about the Bus Network on the Island. Currently being revised by 


operator (April 06)


1 Comment that the Island must minimise the Noted.  To be addressed by


migration of young people from the Island. community and as an LDF issue.


1 Comment that through ticketing should be more Noted.  To be addressed as part


readily available. of bus revisions and possible 


rail franchise improvements.


1 Comment on bus fares on the Island. Travel costs to be reduced 


through Council support.  (Island 


Scholars and residents 60 and 


over) Plans to introduce 


beneficial flat fare in 2007. 


1 Comment that dropping off stops and more Noted – operational issue.


parking for coaches are required.


1 Comment about the achievability of the plan. Plan seeks to set stretching but


achievable targets.


1 Comment that more references should be included Discussed with County


about the historical environment . Archaeologist and included in 


more detail in Section I


Five Year Strategy 


1 Support to improving accessibility on buses Support noted.


1 Comment about the fares and punctuality of buses Fares to be reduced (April 07)


1 Comment about powered two wheelers being an Noted and recognised in Plan.


accessible form of transport.


1 Support for the targets in the accessibility section. Support noted.


1 Comment about the targets within the accessibility Noted.


section.


1 Comment regarding the role of pedestrians within Importance of travel by foot 


the accessibility section. recognised in Plan. 


1 Comment that better training and awareness of Already noted in Plan.


powered two wheelers is required.


1 Comment that road safety in general need to be Road safety is recognised as a 


improved. high priority in Plan.


1 Comment that powered two wheelers produce lower Noted and supported.


admissions than cars.


1 Comment that more detail is required within the Now included.


plan about climate change.


1 Comment that details should be included about Now included in revised Section I.


the statutory duties outlines in the Areas of 


Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan.
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12 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


No. of 


Comments Comment Action Taken


1 Support for the targets within the air quality and Support noted.


environment section.


1 Comment that more references should be included Now included in revised section I.


about the historical environment.


2 Support for maintaining the Islands present air Support noted.


quality.


2 Support for Work Place Travel Plans as a means of Support noted.


reducing congestion.


1 Support for building a by-pass around Newport. Noted – limited funding.  Major 


bid seeks to address issues.


1 Comment that altering the road network would Noted.


reduce congestion.


1 Comment that reducing spaces and increasing costs Noted.


within car parks would ease congestion.


2 Support for the introduction of Park and Ride Under consideration as part of


schemes. Plan. See Section D.


1 Support the idea of reducing congestion on Support noted.


Island roads.


1 Comment about congestion on Island roads. Noted.


1 Comment about the need to improve pedestrian To be improved as part of plan 


facilities. process and PFI bid.


1 Comment that lower congestion targets are needed. Plan seeks to reduce congestion


– see section J.


1 Comment that increasing the number of buses on Bus numbers and quality is 


the Island would help tackle congestion. improving.  Fares are to be 


reduced.   


1 Comment that decreasing the number of buses on Noted – see above. 


the Island would help tackle congestion.


Performance Indicators


1 Comment that more targets should be included SEA process will help improve


relating to the environment. delivery and accountability.


Implementation Programme


1 Support for the outlined spend on cycle tracks. Noted. We are working with 


CycleWight and SUSTRANS to 


focus spending on cycling.


1 Comment that spending should be reconsidered Spending reconsidered to 


for the Ryde area. support Island Plan. 


1 Comment that a Home Zone in Northwood should Noted – for consideration .


be considered.


1 Objection to the proposed bus gate at Nodes Road Noted.


Northwood.
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No. of 


Comments Comment Action Taken


1 Objection to the construction of traffic calming in Noted


Baring Road, Cowes.


1 Objection to maintaining bridges to a 50 tonne loading. Maintaining bridges will help 


improve freight access and 


regeneration and may reduce 


impact in rural areas. 


2 Comments that more detail of the proposed Consultation will take place as


schemes was required along with further consultation. part of SEA and scheme  


development.


1 Comment regarding the cost of implementing the Noted.


schemes within the plan.


1 Comment regarding the relocation of Red Funnel. Improvements to Red Funnel 


terminal to be carried out as 


part of SEEDA development at 


East Cowes.


1 Comment that when priority ranking schemes the Environmental issues to be 


historical environment should be considered. considered as part of formal 


discussion / consultation process.


See Sections E and I 


1 Comment that street lighting is not suitable Noted as part of SEA process. 


everywhere. See Section E 


1 Comment that non-statutory partnerships should The fullest possible consideration 


be considered when priority ranking schemes. will be undertaken as part of 


scheme development.


1 Comment that when priority ranking schemes air Noted – see Section I


quality should be considered.


Major Bids


1 Support for the Pan Link Road but only if it the Noted – scheme removed from


route could be restricted to buses and residents only. bid following consultation as 


part of PLTP


22 Objections to the Pan Link Road. Scheme removed from bid 


following consultation as part of


PLTP


1 Objection to Realignment of the A3055 Ventnor. Noted – Realignment of 


Undercliff Drive has planning 


approval.


General Comments


2 Supporting the concepts and content of LTP2. Welcomed


1 Comment looking forward to working with the Welcomed.


council in the future.


1 Comment that the annexes were all well structured. Welcomed – Annexes further 


revised and improved.
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14 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


No. of 


Comments Comment Action Taken


1 Comment that references should be made to Noted 


Wootton Bridge Traffic and Transport Plan


1 Comment that there was repetition within the plan. Noted, but element of duplication


required to allow each section 


to be read on its own.  


1 Comment that there should be a new ferry service Noted and discussed in Plan  


from Ryde to Southampton. and Solent Transport Annex


2 Comments that more information is needed about Noted and updated.


the usages of ferries.


1 Comment that the provisions at ports should be Now included in Plan.


considered.


2 Comments about car park charges. Parking charges recently 


reviewed.  See section J.


2 Comments that residents parking schemes are Noted and to be considered as


extended in Ryde and Cowes. part of ongoing review / 


discussions.  


1 Comment that better use should be made of Noted and to be improved.


106 agreement monies.


1 Supporting for the overall quality of the plan. Welcomed


3 Comments regarding the cost and quality of the plan. Noted – cost reduced in this 


document, by reducing print 


costs and numbers.  More to be


available on disc. 


1 Comments about the use of technical language Council has tried to make Plan


within the plan. as easy to read as possible.  


Jargon buster included in 


Section O.  (see below)


4 Support for the readability of the plan. Welcomed


3 Comments regarding the readability of the plan. See above.


2 Comment that the plan included grammatical and Corrected in final Plan.


typographical errors.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  15


O.6 Invitees to accessibility workshops


The Council invited the following organisations to participate in Accessibility 


Workshops as part of the development of our Accessibility Strategy.


• AONB Unit


• BIFFA


• British Horse Society


• Chamber of Commerce


• CycleWight


• Environment Agency


• Federation of Small Businesses


• Fire and Rescue


• Footprint Trust


• Freight Transport Association


• Friends of the Earth


• GOSE


• GOSE - Drugs Team


• Hampshire Wildlife Trust


• HMP Albany Prison


• Hovertravel Ltd


• Institute of Advanced Motorists


• Island 2000


• Island Line


• Isle of Wight Bus Users Group


• Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce


• Isle of Wight College


• Isle of Wight Council – Coastal Unit


• Isle of Wight Council - Consumer Protection


• Isle of Wight Council - Corporate Services


• Isle of Wight Council - Countryside Section


• Isle of Wight Council - Education and Community Development


• Isle of Wight Council - Engineering Services


• Isle of Wight Council - Environmental Health


• Isle of Wight Council - Environment Services


• Isle of Wight Council - Health Scrutiny


• Isle of Wight Council – Housing


• Isle of Wight Council – Public Transport


• Isle of Wight Council – Planning Services


• Isle of Wight Council - Policy Unit


• Isle of Wight Council - Ryde Project Manager


• Isle of Wight Council - Social Services


• Isle of Wight Council - Transport Policy


• Isle of Wight Disability Action Group


• Isle of Wight Economic Partnership
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• Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Trust


• Isle of Wight Housing Association


• Isle of Wight Older Voices


• Isle of Wight Police


• Isle of Wight Taxi Proprietors Association


• Isle of Wight Tourism


• Isle of Wight Women’s Refuge


• Isle of Wight Youth Trust


• Job Centre Plus


• Learning Skills Council


• LIFT - Local Initiatives for Transport


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Attractive Island Theme Group


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Connected Island Theme Group


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Educated Island Theme Group


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Executive


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Healthy Island Theme Group


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Leisure Island Theme Group


• Local Strategic Partnership – all members of the Safer Island Theme Group


• Motorcycle Club Training Scheme


• National Probation Service


• National Treatment Agency SE


• Newport Police Station


• NHS


• Police Authority


• Primary Care Trust


• Quality Transport Partnership


• Rail Passenger Council


• Red Funnel Ferries


• Road Haulage Association


• Rural Community Council


• Rural Transport Partnership


• Ryde Development Trust  


• Ryde High School


• Safer Communities Partnership


• SEEDA


• Southern Vectis


• St Mary’s Hospital 


• Steve Porter Transport   


• SUSTRANS


• Transport 2000


• Voluntary Sector


• Wight Leisure


• Wight Track


• Wightlink


• Youth Offending Team
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O.8 Notes from Accessibility Workshop - Carisbrooke 
Park Estate


Introduction


The Council’s full Local Transport Plan 2 (LTP2) needs to be submitted to Government by the 


end of March 2006 and must include at least one Local Accessibility Action Plan (LAAP).  It has 


been suggested that a LAAP could be developed around the Carisbrooke Park Estate area.


Issues


The Council has had several discussions with the Local Member, Councillor Whittaker, 


and various members of the public concerning accessibility related problems in the area. 


Need to identify key problems and distinguish facts from perceptions.  It is anticipated that


any consultation will identify different issues for different times of the days including:


Problem Possible Action?


Impact of school traffic School Travel Plans


Safe Routes to School scheme(s)


Parking Change double yellow to build outs


Enforcement – introduction of decrim parking may assist


Rat running Origin & destination survey to determine actual or 


perception


Introduction of one way roads


Speeding traffic – particularly Fieldfare Speed surveys


Rd as result of change to traffic calming 20 mph zone - signs designed by local children?


Impact of new and future developments Links to planning to map any future sites and ensure 


adequate walking & cycling provision


Safeguarding of approximate NCN route 22 – ensure 


included in future LDF


Securing and use of Section 106 money


Consider impact of new road adj Kitbridge Middle School?


Accidents Obtain & analyse accident data


Upgrading of zebra to pelican – probably no benefit


Infrequent bus service


Infrequent bus service S Vectis currently considering timetable improvements –


particularly in light of free over 60 travel.


Bus stops Upgrade existing stops to make disabled friendly


Public transport awareness Marketing – leafleting in partnership with S Vectis?


Personalised travel planning


It is likely that any improvements will be phased.
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Schools


There are 6 schools in the area, all at different stages with their School Travel Plans.  Of 


the 6 schools, 5 have been identified for possible Safe Routes to School (SRTS) schemes.


School Travel Plan Identified for SRTS


Stage Level*


Carisbrooke High Actively working with 4 Yes


ABK Middle Unable to make progress as 0 Yes


currently no headteacher


Trinity Middle Actively working with 3 Yes


Carisbrooke C of E No response to date 0 Yes


Primary


St Thomas of Canterbury Actively working with but 4 Yes


currently no head teacher


Newport C of E Primary STP expected later in year 2 No – scheme 


already completed


1 = full plan; 2 = draft plan; 3 = pupil survey done, in consultation; 


4 = setting up working group; 5 = had info pack


The Council’s Cycling Officer has made good links with Carisbrooke High Deputy Head.  


School has also achieved Sports College Status and provide cycling as part of school 


curriculum.  School would therefore support on road cycle improvements.  


ABK and St Thomas currently do not have Headteachers and therefore may be difficult to 


gain firm commitments at this time.


Potential for Modal Shift


• Carisbrooke - not much potential most bus/walk already.


• St Thomas and Carisbrooke C of E probably have most potential for modal shift as 


pupils brought by car but live reasonably close.


• Trinity and ABK may have potential but being denominational schools will maintain 


high bus usage.


Safe Routes to School (SRTS)


Consideration has been given to progressing all 5 SRTS in tandem during 2006/07 including


public consultation at one of the schools during May half-term and implementation during


summer holidays (to minimise disruption).  Important to tie SRTS schemes in with any 


other accessibility work (especially School Travel Plans) which may result in delays to this 


timetable.
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Project Team


Essential that we develop a Project Team to work to deliver the project suggestions include:


• Local Members


• Home to School Transport


• Southern Vectis


• Wightbus


• Healthy Schools Co-ordinator


• Cycle Wight


• Quality Transport Partnership


• Planning


• Carisbrooke Forum representative


• Newport Forum representative


• SUSTRANS


• Representative from each of the Emergency Services


• Legal Representative


• School Governors


• Head Teachers


It would not be feasible to meet all at the same time and may be more appropriate to 


bring in representatives when required.  Could develop a number of sub groups eg 


schools, public transport, residents?


Next steps


Need to look at information currently available including:


• Accidents;


• Traffic flow data;


• Traffic speed data;


• Junction turning movement surveys;


• Bus stops and frequency;


• Journey times to Newport;


• Future development sites;


• Approximate NCN route 22 location.


In addition might want to consider additional data including:


• Origin and destination surveys;


• Foot fall;


• Resident perception studies;


• Bus ridership;


• School travel data.
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Actions


1. Compile and circulate notes of meeting.


2. Locate and map current data.


3. Identify outstanding data and arrange surveys.


4. Meet with Local Members.


5. Meet with Southern Vectis and Wightbus to discuss bus provision.


6. Follow up work with schools on School Travel Plans.


7. Continue to work on cycling initiatives including NCN route 22.


8. Arrange meeting of Project Group(s) to discuss best way to progress project.


O.9 Action taken in response to the points made in 
the 2005 settlement letter


The following table explains how we have responded to the comments made in the 


December 2005 settlement letter from the Government Office for the South East.


Criteria Comment Response / Action


Criteria 1 : Context


The consistency of a More clarity on how the various Plan revised to improve linkages 


plan’s objectives, targets components of the plan link together. between sections so as to show


and programmes with In particular how the programme will Plan in context and illustrate


the wider policy and help deliver the strategy and contribute delivery against targets.


planning context. to the achievement of targets.


More detail on the influence the LTP Emerging LDF “Island Plan” 


will have on land use planning and now embedded in Plan -  


the development of the LDF. process and delivery


Sharpening the regeneration focus. Plan revised to show 


importance of regeneration as 


key local and corporate aim. 


Criteria 2 : Analysis


The Plan is built on a More consideration of the data included Plan revised to ensure synergy.


sound analysis of local in the plan to ensure it is all relevant


transport problems and and that relevant issues are followed


opportunities. through. 


More reference to experiences Included in Exec Summary and


from LTP1 throughout the Plan.


More detail on the case for majors Included in Section E.3.6 as


schemes including some consideration part of SEA process, plus 


of alternative solutions and a do Section J.7. (Congestion) and


minimum scenario. M.2.2. (Investment Programme)


Evidence that assumptions for majors Discussed in Sections M.4,


have taken account of the new Regional M.11.1.


Funding Allocations arrangements.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 28







A
d


d
it


io
n


a
l 


In
fo


rm
a


ti
o


n


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  29


Criteria Comment Response / Action


Strengthening of the environment Sections E and I have been


strategy. rewritten in partnership with 


English Nature and others to 


take account of SEA process 


and comments received.


Detail on how SEA process has Fully detailed throughout the 


impacted on the Plan. Plan – notably Section E and as


separate report produced by 


consultants.


Criteria 3 : Maximising Value from Resources


The Plan will deliver the Possible expansion of Priority Ranking Discussed with GOSE and others.


best possible results,  Form to include a cost\VFM element. Difficult to quantify and achieve.


given the likely availability Considered in Section N – 


of public funds and the Table in N.23. 


current state of Evidence of considerations of VFM Explored in M.14.5 and M.15.10


infrastructure and and alternative solutions for major bids.


transport services. Further work on TAMP as promised. Work on TAMP progressing well.


Required as essential element 


of this Plan to help identify 


possible efficiency savings and 


for development of PFI bid.  


Update included in Section K.7. 


– Effective Management. 


Consideration of the role of parking Parking charging policy recently 


in managing demand. reviewed and charges for 


occasional parking increased 


as a result.  Decriminalised 


parking to be introduced.  See 


Section J -J 4.4 for details.


More consideration of the role of More details included in


revenue and the Island approach to Section M.


budgeting and cost control.


Criteria 4 : Involvement


The effectiveness of Build on this strong start by showing Further discussions have 


consultation and how these internal and external strengthened and improved the


involvement of stakeholders structures have influenced the Plan and processes.  Revised 


in local transport. development of the full plan. Section E explains outcome of 


partnership discussions 


regarding environment.  


Reference to emerging LDF 


included in Sections B.8.1. B.8.6


and D.15, D.16, D17 and 


elsewhere.
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Criteria Comment Response / Action


Show how the consultation responses Final Plan shaped by ongoing


to the provisional plan have helped consultation and discussions. 


shape the full plan. Over 300 PLTPs made available,


plus press coverage and web 


presence.  Responses to formal 


consultation process included 


elsewhere in this Section.


Criteria 5 : Performance Management


The robustness and quality Consideration of whether local target Section N revised and improved.


of the process for setting relating to the Regeneration and VFM Table included in Section N to


and monitoring local aspect of the strategy are appropriate. discuss and evaluate potential


targets and trajectories rerevisions. 


Robust justification for the levels and Section N revised to more 


trajectories of targets for the full plan robustly justify targets and 


particularly for train punctuality & trajectories.


reliability, cycling, traffic growth and 


maintenance.


Criteria 6 : Priorities


The extent to which the Further development of the Accessibility Revised Section F includes full


identified shared priorities, Strategy for the full plan. details of Accessibility Strategy.


and the identified quality and Accessibility Action Plan.


of life issues, have driven Further consideration of the role Details of recently revised 


the development of the parking charges policy included in Section J.


LTP delivery programme, (ie parking restraint and charging).


objectives and targets. Strengthening the consideration of Sections E and I completely


environmental issues in the plan (ie revised in partnership with 


landscape, biodiversity, public spaces English Nature and others to 


and climate change). highlight importance of 


environment and SEA process. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  31


O.10 LTP Assessment (Annex c checklist)


Government criteria for assessing Local Transport Plans.


Criteria Comments


The Plan reflects the long-term vision of Section D sets out our long-term strategy and transport


local authorities serving the plan area, vision for 5 years and beyond.


and a long-term local transport strategy


consistent with that vision.


The delivery programme, and LTP Sections B sets transport in the wider context. Section D


objectives and targets, are consistent explains our local policy, aims and objectives.  The LTP 


with the full range of local policy aims targets set out in Section N are consistent with and


and objective and the outputs of the support these aims.


wider local corporate planning framework 


(e.g. corporate plans, community 


strategies and Best Value performance 


plans).


The Plan will influence, and will The Plan is based on Community Strategy and is being 


therefore be broadly consistent with, developed at the same time as the emerging LDF –


other decisions of local authorities in “Island Plan”.  Both plans share common areas


the area covered by the LTP - for including Accessibility Planning and SEA.  Issues of


example, in housing, planning, accessibly are being developed with partners. See


economic development, education Sections B, C, D & F.


and social services.


The Plan is broadly consistent with, and The Plan is being developed alongside the emerging LDF 


will influence the development of, and shares common areas of development work.  The


spatial planning and economic LDF core transport policies are now included in Section


development strategies produced at the D – D17


regional level.


The Plan is consistent with relevant Section B sets out how the LTP fits with other relevant 


national-level policies - in particular national plans and policies.  Section D explains how the 


as they relates to strategic transport LTP fits with and will help deliver the LDF and develop 


networks and their users, the sustainable communities and help reduce the impact on


environment, sustainable communities, the environment.  Section K illustrates how this plan will 


and economic development. support our local economy.


The Plan contains appropriate analysis Section C explains our transport problems and 


relating not only to existing local opportunities that exist to help solve them.  Whilst 


transport problems, but also to possible Section D sets out the long-term strategy and how we


emerging problems, and the will deal with these issues over the longer term.  The 


opportunities to deliver a better quality table at the end of Section D – D18 shows how the five-


of life to local communities. year strategy fits within our longer-term aspirations. 


Sections E - L then sets out in detail our five-year 


strategy.   
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32 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Criteria Comments


The Plan’s analysis of problems and Section B, sets transport in the wider context and 


opportunities is fully informed by the Section C explains the current situation, including


existing evidence base, including the population, employment, travel patterns etc.  The


past experience of the Plan authorities Performance indicators included in Section N are based  


and others. on past trends & current performance.


The Plan’s analysis avoids making See above.  The Plan is evidence based and apart from 


assumptions that are not necessarily the delivery of the PFI bid and major schemes only


supported by evidence. includes fully funded schemes and projects.


The Plan analysis is informed by The Plan is soundly based on the Community Strategy 


consideration of the full range of and was developed using structured workshops, with the


people, communities, public services QTP and others based around the shared priorities and 


and businesses affected by the Plan. accessibility planning.  We have used the consultation 


carried out on the PLTP, emerging LDF, discussions with 


the LSP, Solent Transport, SECSIG, adjoining Authorities,


local business groups and Hampshire Economic 


Partnership to help shape the final Plan. See Section A.3.


The Plan addresses problems and The Plan seeks to improve transport for all modes and 


opportunities across the full range of has been developed in partnership with the QTP, which 


transport modes used in the area - includes transport operators and users and Section C 


including car travel, walking, cycling, considers how travel by these modes can be improved.  


public transport, taxis and private hire We are looking to make the most of our extensive rights 


travel, distribution of freight, the use of way network and the appended Rights of Way 


of public service vehicles, coach travel, Improvement Plan sets out how the ROW network can fit


motorcycling, wheelchair use and with and support our highway network.


horse riding.


The Plan demonstrates that the LTP and emerging LDF share common elements


environmental impact of Plan schemes including SEA and accessibility modelling.   The 


and policies has been fully considered environment is one of the Island’s most important assets 


and that the LTP will take opportunities and Section I has been extensively revised in partnership


to improve the environment (e.g. with English Nature and others to better reflect the 


through the inclusion of selected importance of the environment and how transport can


analysis produced in support of a impact on it. Section E explains how the development of 


Strategic Environmental Assessment.) the SEA has helped shape the Plan and the SEA is 


included as an Annex to the document. 


The Plan analysis has sought to identify The LTP prioritises policies and schemes and our priority


and prioritise the local transport policies ranking system ensures compliance with the AIF and will


and schemes that would deliver the ensure best value for money.  The SEA has helped


best possible value for money. identify value for money solutions and once completed, 


the TAMP will further help this process by identifying 


possible efficiency savings.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  33


Criteria Comments


Every opportunity will be taken to make The LTP seeks to make the best use of existing 


the best use of existing assets, both to infrastructure and put in place improvements by working


avoid the need for new or upgraded in partnership with others through QTP and other 


infrastructure and to maximise the partnerships. See Sections C.13 and K. 2


benefits of new or upgraded 


infrastructure.


The Plan would maintain assets in a Section K gives details of progress towards completing


cost-effective way, and that asset our Transport Asset Management Plan.  The TAMP will 


maintenance will be informed by LTP help us understand better the condition and value of our 


objectives and targets. highway asset and will be key to the development of our 


PFI bid, the expression of interest for which is to  be 


submitted by 10 Sept 2006.  See Section K.9. for details.  


The Plan adequately considers (in the Section C examines transport problems and 


context of local circumstances) a range opportunities and how we can influence travel behaviour. 


of potential options for delivering Section H explains how we can improve road safety and


congestion, pollution and road safety health.   Section J sets out methods by which we will 


benefits through managing demand for help reduce congestion. And Section I explains how we 


travel by road and influencing travel can improve Air Quality and the Environment. 


behaviour.


The Plan demonstrates how the With a limited road network it is essential that we 


Network Management duty will be efficiently and effectively manage our network.


implemented in a way that will Section K.2.6. in “Effective Management” sets out how


maximise the value of existing we are doing this and Section J.4 shows how we hope to


transport networks. tackle congestion 


The Plan is not just a capital The Plan recognises the importance of making the best 


investment plan, but demonstrates use of finances available and paragraph M.3.2. Section


how opportunities will be taken to M.4. identifies our planned spend and M.8. indicates


improve transport outcomes through revenue support. Paragraph M.8.1 includes a revenue 


the effective use of revenue budgets. support table.


The Plan is framed in a way that is Delivery is based on the funding allocated.  Para K.2.7  


consistent with a realistic view of (and elsewhere) discusses the local disappointment 


funding from all sources - including following reduction of IT block.  The Plan does not 


the ‘planning guidelines’ provided by include any unfunded aspirations but does include the


the Department - and does not contain outline of two major bids in Section M, whilst Section K


unfunded aspirations. – K.9. details our important PFI bid.


The Plan will implement a robust and Section K “Effective Management” recognises the 


effective approach to budgeting, the importance of delivering on time and on budget and


control of costs, and the securing of explains progress towards developing a PFI bid.  


partnership funding from non-LTP Sections M.3.2. illustrates other forms of funding whilst


sources. M.8 indicates how will will use revenue support.
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34 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Plan has been developed with the


full and active participation of all


relevant tiers of local government and


all relevant departments or divisions


within local authorities.


The Plan has been developed in a way


that fully addresses local transport


needs and opportunities across


administrative boundaries.


The Plan has been developed with the


active involvement of a wide range of


interested local stakeholders -


including companies delivering


transport services, other local


businesses, local public services, local


communities and special interest


groups - and where possible makes


use of existing consultative and


planning bodies (e.g. Local Strategic


Partnerships, Rural Transport


Partnerships).


The Plan's policies and schemes with


impacts on strategic transport


networks have been developed with


the other responsible agencies (e.g.


the Highways Agency, other DfT


delivery agencies, rail industry bodies,


freight operators, operators of coach


services).


Criteria Comments


All tiers of LA have been involved in preparation of LTP,


including active participation of Strategic Director at


workshop meetings.  The Plan has been discussed at


the LSP and Island Futures Support Group. Accession


has been developed through discussions, including


Senior Managers and Assistant Directors. Section A.3.


sets out the consultation process.  Section O includes


notes from our workshops.


The Plan takes fully into consideration cross boundary


issues identified and discussed with Solent Transport


Partners at fortnightly meetings, established to help


and inform Plan preparation.  Council is also member


of South East Counties Service Improvement Group,


which includes Hampshire, West and East Sussex,


Bucks and Kent. We are looking to improve access to


mainland healthcare in partnership with Southampton


City Council and others, see Section F - Accessibility


Action Plan 


The Plan has been developed using workshop approach


involving QTP – transport operators and users, LSP,


local interest groups and associations.  See Section A.3.


and workshop notes contained in Section O.


Our QTP includes transport operators including ferry,


rail and freight.  Internal transport operations have


limited impact on strategic road network.  See Section


B for context. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  35


The Plan targets have been set in a


way that reflects the transport aims


and objectives of the local authority or


authorities involved, and the wider


policy and planning context, instead of


(for example) a predetermined


transport investment programme.


Development of the Plan has brought


about a robust system for reviewing


LTP targets to ensure they are, and


will remain, realistic and challenging.


The Plan targets will measure


outcomes directly, or measure


outputs demonstrably related to


outcomes.


The Plan will include all relevant


mandatory targets and indicators.


The Plan targets will be accompanied


where possible by year by year


trajectories, and a robust process will


be in place for setting these trajectories


and monitoring performance against


those trajectories.


The Plan targets identify how the


targets will be achieved, the key risks to


the achievement of the targets, and


how those risks will be managed.


The Plan contains evidence that the


developing accessibility strategy will


deliver accessibility objectives, and will


ensure those strategies and objectives


are addressed by the wider local policy


and planning agenda.


The Plan convincingly addresses


current and emerging congestion


problems using a range of policy tools


(or provides convincing evidence that


there are no such problems), and


ensures that the need to address


congestion levels is addressed by the


wider local policy and planning agenda.


Criteria Comments


Our delivery programme will now take account of


emerging LDF – See Section L.2. The targets included


in Section N and implementation programme included


in Section M have been developed using workshop


approach and reflects the transport aims and objectives


set out in the Community Strategy and emerging LDF. 


Section K sets out how we will ensure effective


management” and Sections M and N include a robust


system of reviewing targets and delivery.


Section N sets out our performance indicators and


outcomes.   


Section N includes all mandatory indicators, plus local


indicators to reflect local circumstances. 


Section N sets out performance indicators, outcomes


and illustrates year by year trajectories.


Section N includes supporting text explaining the


methodology, risks and risk management.


Section F gives details of our accessibility planning


work and shows how our planned accessibility action


plans will fit with and help deliver the wider local policy


and planning agenda.  This programme has been


developed with partners from planning, health,


education, Job centre+, NHS and Youth MP.  


Although not of national significance, congestion is


nevertheless an important local issue.  Section J


illustrates how the limited nature of our road network


emphasises the importance of maintaining our effective


management.   Our Major bid for Newport included in


Section M seeks to address congestion and accessibility


problems in our county town.
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36 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Plan convincingly addresses


current and emerging air quality


problems - especially those in Air


Quality Management Areas - that are


related to local transport (or provides


evidence that there are no such


problems), and ensures that local


transport related air quality problems


are addressed by the wider local


policy and planning agenda.


The Plan will convincingly deliver


better road safety outcomes,


especially for vulnerable road users,


through a range of policy tools, and


ensures that the road safety objectives


are addressed by the wider local


policy and planning agenda.


The Plan policies and schemes will


demonstrably take all reasonable


opportunities to deliver:


• sustainable and prosperous 


communities.


• enhanced, 'people-friendly' 


public spaces.


• protection and enhancement 


of landscapes and biodiversity.


• enhanced personal security.


• healthier communities.


• fewer transport-related noise 


problems.


• progress towards climate 


change objectives.


Criteria Comments


The Island has no AQMAs and the Plan includes policies


and strategies and target to maintain situation.  Section


I includes how we will improve the local air quality and


environment.  The location of new development will


have impact on air quality and LTP is working with


emerging LDF and SEA process to ensure impact is


reduced.


Section H sets out our five-year strategy on road safety


and health.  The Council has revised its Road Safety


Strategy and copy of the Road Safety Plan is included as


an Annex to this Plan.  


The future of the Island is based upon core policies


established in Community Plan and reflected in our own


Aim High Change Management Plan and LAA.  Local


improvements are to be delivered through the LDF and


our five-year strategy to help support local regeneration


is included in Section G - “Economic Prosperity and


Regeneration”. 


Section 5 “Air quality and the Environment” recognises


the importance of maintaining the built and natural


environment, climate change and issues relating to


noise.  Our delivery programme seeks to deliver the


aims and objectives contained in the Community Plan


and will be put in place alongside the LAA and LDF and


AIF priority areas. 


Issues relating to personal health and security are


covered in Section I – Improving Road Safety and


Health.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  37


O.11 Jargon Buster


ACCESSION Computer software used to measure geographic accessibility. 


www.mva-group.com


AIF Area Investment Framework www.seeda.co.uk


AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty www.countryside.go.uk


APR (LTP) Annual Progress Report www.iwight.co.uk/transport


AQMA Air Quality Management Area www.defra.gov.uk


BAP Biodiversity Action Plan www.iwight.com


BVPI Best Value Performance Indicator www.bvpi.gov.uk


CEP Comprehensive Equality Plan www.iwight.com


CROW Countryside and Rights of Way Act www.defra.gov.uk


CRP Community Rail Partnership www.acorp.uk


DEFRA Department for Environment and Rural Affairs


DfT Department for Transport www.dft.gov.uk


Ecological Two studies carried out looking at the impact on the environment made by


Footprint residents and visitors www.bestfootforward.com


Experian Study of Isle of Wight economy carried out by Experian in Oct for IWEP 


Report www.iwep.co.uk


GOSE Government Office for the South East www.gose.gov.uk


HEAP Historic Area Action Plan – IW Council www.iow.gov.uk


HCC Hampshire County Council www.hants.gov.uk


IW Isle of Wight www.iwight.gov.uk


IWC Isle of Wight Council www.iwight.gov.uk


IFSG Island Futures Support Group. – Community Plan www.iow.gov.uk


ITN Issue of Invitation to Negotiate


IWEP Isle of Wight Economic Partnership www.iwep.co.uk


KSI Killed or Seriously Injured 


LA Local Authority www.iow.gov.uk


LA21 Local Agenda 21 www.iow.gov.uk


LAA Local Area Agreement www.islandfutures.com


LAAP Local Accessibility Action Plan – see Accessibility Section


LDF Local Development Framework www.iwight.com


LGA Local Government Association


LLTI Limiting Long Term Illness 


LPSA Local Public Service Agreement – agreement between local and Central 


Government 


LSC Learning Skills Council www.lsc.gov.uk


LSP Local Strategic Partnership - Community Plan  www.iow.gov.uk


LTA Local Transport Authority 


LTP Local Transport Plan www.iwight.com/transport


LTP1 First LTP 2002-06 www.iwight.com/transport
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38 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


LTP2 Second LTP, 2006-2011 www.iow.gov.uk/transport


NATA New approach to appraisal – method of appraising major bids and other 


schemes.  www.webtag.org.uk


NHS National Health Service (Trust) 


OBC Outline Business Case


ODPM Office of the Deputy Prime Minister www.odpm.gov.uk


PCC Portsmouth City Council www.portsmouth.gov.uk


PCT Primary Care Trust www.iow.nhs.uk


PHV Private Hire Vehicle


PI Performance Indicator – See also BVPI 


PIP Punctuality Improvement Partnership


PLTP Provisional Local Transport Plan – submitted in July 2005 www.iwight.gov.uk


PPG13 Planning Policy Guidance Note 13 – Transport www.odpm.gov.uk


PQQ Pre Qualification Questionnaire 


PTW Powered Two Wheeler


QBP Quality Bus Partnership - between operator and Council


QTP Quality Transport Partnership www.iwight.com/transport


RCC Rural Community Council.  


ROWIP Rights of Way Improvement Plan – included as an Annex to this Plan


RSP Road Safety Plan - included as an Annex to LTP


RTB Regional Transport Board – organised by SEERA www.southeast-ra.gov.uk


SCC Southampton City Council www.southampton.gov.uk


SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment www.odpm.gov.uk


SECSIG South East Counties Service Improvement Group


SEEDA South East England Development Agency www.seeda.co.uk


SEERA South East England Regional Assembly www.southeast-ra.gov.uk


SINC Site of International Nature Conservation – See Air Quality and Environment 


Section. www.iow.gov.uk


SRA Strategic Rail Authority www.sra.gov.uk


SRB Single Regeneration Budget – defunct SEEDA funding mechanism. 


SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest www.english-nature.org.uk


STP School Travel Plan  - Policy included as Annex to this Plan.


SUSTRANS Sustainable Transport  (Organisation) www.sustrans.org


SV Southern Vectis www.islandbuses.info


TAMP Transport Asset Management Plan


TDP Tourism Development Plan www.islandbreaks.co.uk


TOC Train Operating Company  www.island-line.co.uk


UDP Unitary Development Plan www.iwight.com


WTP Workplace Travel Plan
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section O: Additional Information  39


Counter Number Location


1 Rolls Hill, Thorness


2 Fairlee Road, Newport


3 Whippingham Road, East Cowes


4 Eleanors Grove, Wootton


5 Brading Road, Rowborough


6 Lake Hill, Lake


7 Newport Road, Apse Heath


8 Victoria Avenue, Shanklin


9 Bonchurch Road, Luccombe


10 Military Road, Freshwater


11 Colwell Road, Totland


12 Yarmouth Road, Shalfleet


13 Forest Road, Newport


14 Horsebridge Hill, Newport


15 Blackwater Road, Newport


16 Medina Way, Newport


17 Briddlesford Road, Wootten


18 Newport Road, Godshill


19 Ashey Downs Road, Ashey


20 Newport Road, Afton


21 Bowcombe Road, Bowcombe


O.12 Traffic and Cycle Monitoring Points


Counter Letter Location


A Cowes to East Cowes floating bridge


B Newport to Cowes cycle track


C Freshwater to Yarmouth cycle track


D Newport to Sandown cycle track


A Road


B Road


C Road


Automatic Traffic Census Point


Cycle Census Point


Town


Village
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40 Section O: Additional Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


O.13 Location Map
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1 Introduction 


1.1 BACKGROUND 


1.1.1 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been undertaken as part of the development of the Isle of 
Wight Local Transport Plan 2 (LTP 2). 


1.1.2 SEA considers the potential impacts of a plan on the environment. It does this by assessing the extent to 
which the plan will help achieve a set of objectives1 that cover a range of issues, including air quality, landscape, 
water, health and the population.  The SEA also has to satisfy the requirements of the EC Directive on the assessment 
of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (Directive 2001/42/EC) (known as the SEA 
Directive). 


1.1.3 The SEA was undertaken by external consultants WSP Environmental Ltd, with additional technical advice 
provided by ENVIRON UK Ltd. 


1.1.4 The LTP 2 establishes local transport policy for the period between 2006/07 and 2010/11. A provisional LTP 
2 was submitted to the Government in July 2005 and the adopted plan was submitted in March 2006. This plan will 
address the shared priorities for transport outlined in the Department for Transport (DfT) Guidance and its objectives 
are as follows:  


� Increase accessibility for all;  


� Make roads safer;  


� Improve local air quality; and  


� Tackle congestion. 


1.1.5 The Isle of Wight Council have also included 4 additional objectives which are considered of local 
importance: 


� Encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity 


� Improve the local environment; 


� Ensure effective management of the highway network; and 


� Achieve value for money solutions. 


1.1.6 The SEA Statement acts as an important check on the LTP, and on the SEA process. It helps to ensure that 
the environment has been considered at every stage, and that the information collated has influenced the final shape 
of the LTP.  The SEA Statement requires the decision maker to justify the choices made in the adopted LTP. 


1.1.7 This document has been structured around the requirements of the SEA Directive which asks for the 
following: 


� How environmental considerations have been integrated into the Plan (Section 2); 


� How consultation responses have been taken into account (Section 3); 


� The reasons for choosing the LTP as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives (Section 4); and 


� Proposals for monitoring (Section 5). 


 


                                                        
1 Please note that in order to achieve consistency with the Isle of Wight Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal the objectives within the SEA 
Framework are referred to as ‘criteria’ and sub-objectives as ‘sub-criteria’. 
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1.2 DOCUMENTS PRODUCED 


1.2.1 A number of documents have been produced as a part of the SEA and the development of the LTP 2. Table 
1 below describes the purpose of each document and where these can be accessed.  


Table 1: Documents produced as part of the SEA and the LTP 2 processes 


Document Purpose How to access the documents 


The SEA Scoping Report The Scoping Report set out the background information 


collated in stage A of the SEA process (see flow chart over 
page), which has subsequently been used in the later 
stages of the assessment.  


The document can be access at 


the following web address: 


http://www.iwight.com/transport 


The Provisional LTP 2 and 
Environmental Report 


The Provisional LTP 2 is the first draft of the Plan which is 
widely consulted upon. Includes an appendix setting out the 


proposed approach to the SEA. 


The Environmental Report (ER) documents the findings of 
Stages A, B and C of the SEA process demonstrating how 


the detailed environmental considerations are informing the 
Plan making process. 


The documents can be access at 
the following web address: 


http://www.iwight.com/transport 


The adopted LTP 2 and SEA 
Statement 


The adopted LTP 2 is the final version of the Plan which has 
been amended in light of consultation on the provisional 
plan. 


The SEA statement describes how the environment, the 
Environmental Report and consultation have been taken into 


account in the development of the LTP 2. It describes why 
this version of the plan has been chosen and also sets out 
detailed proposals for monitoring the environmental effects 


of the plan.  


The documents can be access at 
the following web address: 


http://www.iwight.com/transport 


 


In addition, copies of the above reports can also be obtained from:  


Mrs C Westwood 


Isle of Wight Council 


Enterprise House  


St Cross Business Park 


Monks Brook 


Newport 


Isle of Wight  


PO30 5WB 
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1.3 THE SEA PROCESS 


1.3.1 The flow chart below provides an overview of the SEA process and demonstrates how it has been integrated 
into the process to develop the LTP 2. The flow chart also shows how elements of the Island Plan  Core Strategy 
Sustainability Appraisal have been fed into the SEA process.  


Preparation of provisional 
LTP 2 and consultation. 
Initial consultation period 
extended: further comment 
invited on the LTP 2 until 
January 2006 to allow 
comment as part of SEA 
process.


During this period 
accessibility modelling was 
undertaken by the Council 
using software (‘Accession’) 
which was previously 
unavailable.


Preparation of SEA 
statement outlining the 
proposed SEA programme of 
work and methodology


Further development of the 
LTP 2 (including targeted 
consultation with 
stakeholders and Council 
offices)


Stage A: Baseline data 
collection and review of 
policy documents 


Stage B: Preparation of the 
SEA Scoping Report and 
consultation for a 6 week 
period


Review of consultation 
responses and Development 
of SEA Framework


Stage D: Preparation of 
Environmental Report and 
consultation for a 6 week 
period


Adoption of the final version 
of the LTP 2 by the Isle of 
Wight Council


Review of consultation 
responses and changes 
made to the LTP 2. Further 
recommendations made for 
amendments to LTP 2.


SEA ProcessLTP Process Core Strategy Sustainability 
Appraisal Process


Preparation of the SEA 
Statement


Discussion of mitigation with 
the Isle of Wight Council 
Transport Planners


Stage B: SA Scoping 
Workshop


Development of SA 
Framework 


Stage A: Baseline data 
collection and review of 
policy documents 


Development of 
monitoring strategy


Applicable Scoping 
Report consultation 
responses 


Stage C: Assessment of 
options within the provisional 
LTP 2


Preparation of provisional 
LTP 2 and consultation. 
Initial consultation period 
extended: further comment 
invited on the LTP 2 until 
January 2006 to allow 
comment as part of SEA 
process.


During this period 
accessibility modelling was 
undertaken by the Council 
using software (‘Accession’) 
which was previously 
unavailable.


Preparation of SEA 
statement outlining the 
proposed SEA programme of 
work and methodology


Further development of the 
LTP 2 (including targeted 
consultation with 
stakeholders and Council 
offices)


Stage A: Baseline data 
collection and review of 
policy documents 


Stage B: Preparation of the 
SEA Scoping Report and 
consultation for a 6 week 
period


Review of consultation 
responses and Development 
of SEA Framework


Stage D: Preparation of 
Environmental Report and 
consultation for a 6 week 
period


Adoption of the final version 
of the LTP 2 by the Isle of 
Wight Council


Review of consultation 
responses and changes 
made to the LTP 2. Further 
recommendations made for 
amendments to LTP 2.


SEA ProcessLTP Process Core Strategy Sustainability 
Appraisal Process


Preparation of the SEA 
Statement


Discussion of mitigation with 
the Isle of Wight Council 
Transport Planners


Stage B: SA Scoping 
Workshop


Development of SA 
Framework 


Stage A: Baseline data 
collection and review of 
policy documents 


Development of 
monitoring strategy


Applicable Scoping 
Report consultation 
responses 


Stage C: Assessment of 
options within the provisional 
LTP 2
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2 How environmental considerations have been 
integrated into the LTP 2  


2.1.1 THE ASSESSMENTS 


2.1.2 The SEA undertook two types of analysis of the provisional LTP 2.  These are a compatibility analysis 
between provisional LTP2, “vision and objectives” and the SEA criteria, plus an assessment of the potential 
environmental effects of bids and measures contained in the provisional plan.  Assessment worksheets and matrices 
were used to assess the environmental implications of individual schemes listed in the implementation programme of 
the provisional plan (see the Appendices of the Environmental Report (ER)).  


2.1.3  Assessments were undertaken on the variety of measures and schemes proposed within the provisional 
plan. The proposed measures and schemes were seen as options for achieving the five year strategy objectives. 
These assessments identified potential negative effects with respect to soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna and 
flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration. However, in line with the provisional LTP 2 Five Year 
Strategy, most of the schemes have the potential to increase travel choice and provide greater opportunities for 
walking and cycling, limit traffic growth, reduce car trips, reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and improve air 
quality. Similarly, most of the schemes are also likely to improve access to public transport, services and facilities. 
Several of the schemes proposed should also improve the condition of the Island’s transport infrastructure, some of 
which include resurfacing, which should also improve safety. Several of the schemes also present the opportunity of 
enhancing built heritage, such as through reducing traffic congestion in Newport, and rerouting HGV traffic away from 
town centres.  


2.1.4 Mitigation was proposed in the ER following the assessment of the provisional LTP 2 to reduce 
environmental impacts and enhance proposals where possible. 


2.2 HOW THE ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT HAS BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT  


2.2.1 The mitigation summarised in Section 9 of the ER has been applied to the adopted LTP 2 and will also be 
applied to later stages of schemes e.g. when footpaths for extension are identified and scheme designs are 
developed. The mitigation is summarised in Table B1 in Appendix B. This table also includes the response from the 
Council to the mitigation.  


2.2.2 In summary, the LTP 2 has taken account of the ER in the following ways:  


� The adopted LTP 2 more fully reflects the environment of the Island and the ways in which transport can impact on 
the environment.  This is reflected throughout the Plan but notably in Section E, the Five Year Strategy which now 
includes an expanded discussion of environmental issues  


� The Council has extended its consultation protocol to formally consult with internal and external partners, including 
officers from the AONB partnership, Ecology Officer, Planning, Archaeology, Parks and Beaches, Conservation 
Officers, English Nature and Environment Agency  regarding transport proposals (see Chapter K – Ensuring 
Effective Management for full details); 


� As a result of the compatibility analyses with the SEA Criteria, additional text has been added to the discussion 
around the Long term Vision; 


� A paragraph on the potential environmental impacts of air travel has been added to the LTP 2 (see Section , 
paragraph 12.5); 


� As a result of issues raised in the assessments with respect to instability, geomorphology, coastal erosion and 
climate change and in response to consultation comments received, the Council is in the process of commissioning 
a study examining the longer-term implications of coastal erosion in relation to the Island’s highway infrastructure; 
and 


� In addition to the above, the Council has also entered into consultation with various parties including English 
Nature and Environment Agency in relation to implications of coastal erosion and the transport network.  
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Changes to the LTP 2 Since the First Assessments 


2.2.3 The content of one section of the adopted LTP 2 changed from the provisional LTP 2. This was the 
Implementation section which listed the schemes to be implemented as a part of the Five Year Strategy and also 
provided costs for each scheme. This section has been amended to take account of a reduction in Government 
funding in respect of Integrated Transport Schemes, including public transport, walking, cycling and safety initiatives.  
.As a result,  a reduced number of schemes have been included.  


2.2.4 The SEA Consultants considered the revised information. It has been decided in consultation with the Isle of 
Wight Transport Planners that the revised schemes do not require individual assessment as a part of the SEA 
because the principles applied through the first assessments should be sufficient. The assessments previously 
undertaken apply to the majority of the schemes and therefore the mitigation proposed also applies and does not 
change. 


2.2.5 SEA consultants have provided some comments on the revised implementation scheme. These are:  


� It is clear that the schemes proposed to enhance the Rights of Way network have been planned with consideration 
of some environmental impacts. For example, it is stated that resurfacing of the Tennyson Trail will be undertaken 
in accordance with SSSI requirements. The SEA consultants have recommended that it is ensured that all of the 
schemes should be undertaken in consultation with Isle of Wight Council Ecology Officer to reduce any potential 
impacts to biodiversity, fauna and flora (point 6 in Table B1). As well as applying the mitigation previously 
proposed, the SEA consultants have particularly highlighted the commitment the Council has made to investigate 
the use of sustainable drainage systems to limit surface water run-off and pollution from transport infrastructure, 
which includes paths (point 7 in Table B1 in Appendix B); and 


� One new traffic management scheme is planned for the Whitwell Road, which has not previously been assessed. 
This scheme involves ‘carriageway widening / gateway treatment’ in an area which may be unstable. The SEA 
consultants have identified the need to comply with the previous mitigation measure proposed which is to consult 
with English Nature, the Environment Agency and Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group with respect to engineering 
works in unstable areas (point 3 in Table B1 Appendix B). 
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3 How consultation responses have been taken into 
account 


3.1.1 The flow chart in Section 1.3 indicates where consultation has been undertaken during the process to 
develop the LTP 2.  


3.1.2 Summaries of the comments received on the Scoping Report and responses from the Council can be found 
appended to the ER. Similarly, comments received on the ER and the response from the Council can be found in 
Appendix C of this document.  


3.1.3 The ways in which the comments have been taken into account are as follows: 


� Comments were received regarding the SEA Framework and the criteria and indicators within it. These comments 
have been reviewed and most have been used as the basis for amendments to the framework; 


� Some comments suggested additional documents to review and additional data sources. These have been 
considered and documents / sources of information reviewed where they were deemed to be relevant and where 
they filled an information gap; 


� Some comments highlighted inaccuracies in baseline data and these have been corrected where correct data has 
been provided or it has been possible to be sourced. Any data known to be inaccurate has been removed from the 
baseline data. The revised data will be used in future SEAs;  


� Some comments received suggested improvements to the LTP 2 and these have been taken into account in the 
SEA Framework and when proposing mitigation. For example, a comment from English Heritage stated that the 
design and implementation of all transport schemes should ensure that they are integrated sensitively into the 
surrounding townscape or landscape so that local character is reinforced, rather than eroded. The SEA specifically 
proposed mitigation for all transport schemes to ensure that street furniture such as bus stops and cycle parking 
are in line with local design statements and enhance rather than adversely affect the streetscape, especially within 
Conservation Areas; 


� Significant concerns raised regarding instability and coastal erosion have led to a greater discussion of coastal 
issues within the Plan and the commissioning of a study examining the longer-term implications of coastal erosion 
in relation to the Island’s highway infrastructure.  This study will help to inform discussions between the Council 
and various parties including English Nature, the Environment Agency and English Heritage regarding these 
issues; 


� Several suggestions for amendments of the LTP 2 have been used to directly alter the text of the plan, such as the 
acknowledgement in the plan that “the Island does not have many natural resources required for highway 
construction and therefore have to import much of the materials and this can have an environmental impact” 
(English Nature) which the plan had not previously acknowledged; and 


� Finally, in response to consultation, particularly on the ER and provisional LTP 2, the Air Quality and Environment 
Section (Section I) part of the Five Year Strategy has been rewritten to further underline the importance of the 
environment, how transport can impact on the environment and how the SEA process and resulting monitoring can 
help ensure that the necessary mitigating measures are put in place.   
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4 The reasons for choosing the LTP as adopted, in light of 
reasonable alternatives 


4.1.1 The SEA assessed two key strategic options: the plan ‘with bids’ and the plan ‘without bids’. The two major 
bids are as follows: 


� Newport accessibility major bid:  


This bid aims to tackle the congestion experienced within Newport, the Island’s capital, and improve traffic 
flow within the town. Due to the traffic generated within the town, the draw of traffic to the town from other 
areas, and barriers to traffic within the centre such as the River Medina (which traffic can only cross at one 
point - Coppins Bridge), Newport experiences considerable congestion.  


� East of Yarmouth major bid: 


The East of Yarmouth bid relates to a short stretch of the A3054 to the East of Yarmouth. The A3054 is the 
strategic route connecting West Wight (Totland, Freshwater and Yarmouth) to Newport and the East of the 
Island. The section of the A3054 to the east of Yarmouth is experiencing major stability issues due to 
slumping which require urgent attention. 


This bid seeks to undertake extensive ground stabilisation and drainage works with the possibility of the 
reinforcement of the existing sea defences to allow the road to remain open.  Should the road collapse, or 
during the appropriate works, it would be necessary to close the road and implement a diversion between 
West Wight and Newport. The likely alternative route would require traffic to use some narrow and unsuitable 
sections of the Island’s highway network.  Depending on the area of closure, this may involve routing traffic 
westwards from Yarmouth via Norton to Freshwater and then along  the B3041 into Newport,. It may be 
necessary for all ferry traffic to use this route to get to and from the ferry terminal at Yarmouth.   


4.1.2 The assessments have shown that the ‘Plan with bids’ option is likely to result in significant positive impacts 
within Newport with respect to congestion and local air quality. The option is also likely to improve accessibility to 
services and facilities for people within Newport and for people travelling to Newport from across the Island.  


4.1.3 The east of Yarmouth bid should reduce the risk to people and property from erosion and instability and 
should avoid damage to the coastline or loss of amenity through reinforcement of the existing sea defences and by not 
constructing new defences. This bid will also maintain current levels of access (after construction) but could potentially 
be associated with affects on nearby designated nature conservation sites (SSSI, SAC, SPA and Ramsar site) and the 
location of this road on the coast could be vulnerable to the effects of climate change such as sea level rise. 


4.1.4 The ‘Plan without bids’ option will result in much less significant improvements to accessibility and local air 
quality within Newport. In addition, movement across the Island would continue to be restricted at peak times due to 
congestion within Newport, without the east of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse impacts with respect to 
coastal instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails. Therefore, in conclusion, the ‘Plan 
with bids’ option is associated with more environmental benefits than the ‘Plan without bids’ option (along with 
amendments to the Plan in response to suggested SEA mitigation) and therefore this is the version of the plan that 
has been adopted. 
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5 Proposals for monitoring 


5.1 INTRODUCTION 


5.1.1 The SEA monitoring strategy has been amended following the consultation on the ER. 


5.1.2 The LTP2 must be monitored to determine how well it is meeting the objectives that it has set out to achieve. 
The monitoring will be undertaken by collecting certain information called indicators and presenting the results in an 
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). An example of one of the LTP2 indicators is: “Percentage of crossings with facilities 
for the disabled”.  


5.2 MONITORING STRATEGY 


5.2.1 The SEA Framework set out a number of indicators associated with the SEA Criteria. Many of these 
indicators will be monitored as part of the monitoring strategy for the LTP 2 and will be reported in the AMR. In order 
not to duplicate work, the SEA monitoring will focus on monitoring a number of additional indicators in order to cover a 
breadth of environmental factors with a view to identifying any significant unforeseen effects. It is also proposed that in 
order to efficiently collect and record data within the Council, monitoring for the Island Plan  and the LTP 2 should be 
co-ordinated as much as possible. Therefore in selecting indicators for monitoring there has been an aim to monitor 
the same indicators for both plans as is reasonable.  


5.2.2 In the ER it was proposed that noise would not be monitored because there were no significant noise effects 
identified through the assessment. Contrary to the ER (Section 11) it has been decided to recommend monitoring the 
incidence of noise nuisance relating to transport reported to the Environmental Health Officer because of the 
requirement of the SEA Directive to monitor for unforeseen environmental effects. 


5.2.3 Table 2 below presents the additional SEA indicators to be monitored. Reporting will be within a separate 
section within the LTP 2 AMR. Where Island Plan appears in brackets this identifies indicators which are also 
proposed to be monitored as part of the Island Plan  and associated Sustainability Appraisal processes. Targets 
associated with these indicators are suggested within the SEA Framework presented within the ER (Appendix D). 


 


Table 2: Additional SEA indicators to be monitored 


Topic Indicators 


Soil and geology Length of road requiring engineering work due to instability on the coastline. 


Extent and condition of RIGGS and SSSI important for geological processes (Island 
Plan ) 


Water Number of highways works including measures to reduce surface run-off 


Rivers of Good or Fair chemical and biological water quality(or other suitable 
Environment Agency Indicator if replaced in coming years)  


Landscape and 
Townscape 


No. of new or improved roads schemes for which the Isle of Wight Conservation Officer 
has been consulted.  


No. of new or improved road schemes within the AONB which take account of the Duty of 
Regard for the AONB designation and the AONB management plan. 


No. of new or improved road schemes within the Heritage Coasts which take account of 
the need to conserve the Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage Coasts declarations. 


Percentage of new lighting designed to modern “low spill” emitting standards 


Biodiversity, Fauna and 
Flora 


Area and condition of sites of international, national, regional and sub-regional nature 
conservation significance (Island Plan ) 


Habitat severance attributable to transport projects 


Populations of wild birds (in particular, woodland and farmland birds) (Island Plan ) 







 


   9 
 


Progress with Biodiversity Action Plans (Reported 3 yearly by DEFRA) (Island Plan ) 


Archaeology and Cultural 
Heritage 


Number and condition of archaeological sites, monuments, structures and buildings, 
maritime and coastal heritage sites recorded on the Isle of Wight Historic Environment 
Record (Island Plan ) 


No. of new or improved road schemes for which the Isle of Wight Conservation Officer 
has been consulted. 


Climatic factors Average age of vehicles on the Island (where data is available from the DA) 


Proportion of major new transport infrastructure developments designed to take account 
of potential effects of climate change and flood risk. 


Contribution of transport related CO2 emissions to total emissions.  


Noise and Vibration Number and nature of complaints to the Environmental Health Officer regarding transport 
related noise (e.g. road traffic, ferries, aircraft, and maintenance). 


Material assets Proportion of recycled material used in road repair and construction per annum 


Amount of investment per annum in upgrading existing transport infrastructure and 
provision of new sustainable transport infrastructure. 


 


5.2.4 As adoption of the LTP 2 is ahead of the adoption of the Core Strategy of the Island Plan  (the first 
Development Plan Document to be developed), the set of indicators used for the monitoring of the environmental 
effects of the LTP 2 may change in response to changes to the emerging Island Plan  Sustainability Appraisal 
Framework which will continue to evolve after the LTP 2 is adopted.  
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Appendix A Glossary 


Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB): The primary purpose of the AONB designation is to conserve natural 
beauty – which by statute includes wildlife, physiographic features and cultural heritage as well as the more 
conventional concepts f landscape and scenery. AONBs are designated under the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949, amended in the Environment Act 1995. (Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Core Strategy: This sets out the long term vision of an area. 


Consultation Body: An authority which because of its environmental responsibilities is likely to be concerned by the 
effects of implementing plans and programmes and must be consulted under the SEA Directive. The consultation 
bodies, designated in the SEA Regulations are the Countryside Agency, English Heritage, and the Environment 
Agency. 


Environmental Report: A document required by the SEA Directive as part of an environmental assessment, which 
identifies, describes and appraises the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing a plan or 
programme. 


Heritage Coast: a section of coast exceeding one mile in length that is of exceptionally fine scenic quality, 
substantially undeveloped and containing features of special significance and interest. The designation is agreed 
between local authorities and the Countryside Agency as an aid to local authorities in planning and managing their 
coastlines. (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Indicator: A measure of variables over time, often used to measure achievement of objectives. 


Local Development Framework (LDF): a portfolio of local development documents which provide the framework for 
delivering the spatial planning strategy for the area. On the Isle of Wight this has been called the Island Plan . 


Local Transport Plan (LTP): A statutory document produced by the Council setting out its five year transport strategy 
and twenty year vision and includes targets for delivery.  Annual Progress Reports (APRs) are produced which monitor 
performance against LTP targets. 


NATA (New Approach to Transport Appraisal) - provides a framework within which impacts under the headings of 
environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration can be taken into account by the decision-maker. In 
reaching a decision about a proposal, it is intended that account is also taken of the distribution and fairness of the 
impacts, the affordability and financial sustainability of the proposal, and its practicality and acceptability to the public. 
(http://www.cfit.gov.uk/research/10year/second/ad.htm)  


National Nature Reserve (NNR): Nationally important sites containing examples of some of the most natural and 
semi-natural terrestrial and coastal ecosystems in Great Britain. They are managed to conserve their habitats or to 
provide special opportunities for scientific study of the habitats and communities represented within them. Declared by 
the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Nature Conservation: The preservation, management and enhancement of natural plant and animal communities 
and occasionally modified vegetation, as representative samples of their own kind. 


Objective something to be achieved i.e. to improve air quality. 


Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM): The government department which has responsibility for planning and 
local government. 


Ramsar site: designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, agreed in Ramsar, agreed in 
Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. Originally intended to protect sites of importance as waterfowl habitat, the Convention has 
broadened its scope to cover all aspects of wetland conservation and wise use, recognising wetlands as ecosystems 
that are extremely important for biodiversity conservation in general ad for the well-being of human communities (Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 
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Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGGS): Areas of land of local importance for their 
conservation of geological and geomorphological features worthy of protection for their educational, research, 
historical or aesthetic importance. They are not of sufficient significance to warrant recognition as an SSSI. 


Renewable Energy: Power from naturally re-occurring resources such as the sun, wind and water. 


Right of Way Network (RoW) On the Isle of Wight this is 500 miles of bridleways and footpaths proving public access 
to all parts of the Island and enable a network or walks and trails including a round the Island network.  


Special Area of Conservation (SAC): Internationally important sites designated under the EC Habitats Directive. 
SACs are areas which have been identified as best representing the range and variety within the European Union of 
habitats and (non-bird) species listed in Annexes I and II to the Directive. SACs, together with SPAs, form the Natura 
2000 network (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Scoping: The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of a sustainability appraisal (SA), including the 
sustainability effects and options which need to be considered, the assessment methods to be used, and the structure 
and contents of the SA report. 


Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SINC): Areas of land and wetland of local importance for the conservation of 
semi-natural habitats including mosaics of heathland, unimproved grassland, scrubland and plantation and/or habitats 
which support rare local wildlife species. They may not be of sufficient extent or quality to qualify for national 
recognition as a SSSI. 


Special Protection Area (SPA): classified by the Government under the EC Birds Directive. SPAs are areas of the 
most important habitat for rare (listed on Annex I to the Directive) and migratory birds within the European Union. 
SPAs, together with SACs, form the Natura 2000 network (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 


Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA): A term used internationally to describe an environmental assessment 
applied to policies, plans and programmes.  In this document SEA is used to refer to the type of environmental 
assessment required under the SEA directive which assesses the effects of certain plans on the environment. 


Sustainability Appraisal (SA): A term used to describe the form of assessment that considers social, environmental 
and economic effects, which incorporate the requirements of the SEA Directive. 


Sustainable Development: A term given to the development that is environmentally responsible; the most common 
definition is from the Brundtland Commission (1987) – “Development which meets the needs of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. 


Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): A national suite of sites providing statutory protection for the best 
examples of the UKs flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features. They are also used to underpin other 
national and international nature conservation designations. Originally notified under the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 1949, SSSIs have been re-notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Improved 
provisions for the protection and management of SSSIs were introduced by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000 (in England and Wales) (Joint Nature Conservation Committee www.jncc.gov.uk/). 
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Appendix B Mitigation 


Table B1: Proposed SEA Mitigation and the Council’s  Responses 
 


Analysis of Five Year Strategy Objectives 


Suggested Mitigation  Council Response 


“The summary highlights where key areas of potential conflict exist 
between the Five Year Strategy objectives and the SEA Headline 
Criteria. The key recommendation resulting from the exercise is that the 
Section I of Chapter 5 of the LTP 2 is amended to address a broader 
range of environmental issues linked to the SEA. This recommendation is 
linked to mitigation proposed from the assessments of the options / 
measure to meet the within the Five Year Strategy discussed within the 
next Sections of this report.” 


Council have expanded Section I 
(Improving Air Quality and the 
Environment) to include 
environmental issues (see point 9 
below). 


Detailed Assessment Of Schemes And Measures 


No Suggested Mitigation Council Response 


1 “The consideration of environmental impacts for major bids and 
schemes, such as the transport interchange improvements at 
Cowes and road widening schemes through Environmental Impact 
Assessment and NATA.” 


Agreed – DfT require all major 
schemes to undertake a NATA 
appraisal which includes an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 


2 “Ensure transport engineering works are undertaken in accordance 
with the Isle of Wight Shoreline Management Plan.” 


Agreed. See Section I  - Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment 


3 “Consult with English Nature, Environment Agency and Isle of 
Wight Planning Liaison Group with respect to engineering works in 
unstable areas.” 


Agreed – currently consultation 
undertaken on a scheme-by-scheme 
basis.  Organisations to be added to 
our 3-scheme consultation list (see 
point 6 below).  


4 “Work with Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group to ensure that 
developments are located to reduce the need to travel.” 


Agreed. See Section K – Ensuring 
Effective Management 


5 “Ensuring measures to integrate biodiversity enhancements into 
final scheme designs are improved such as native planting 
alongside road widening schemes.” 


Agreed.  See Section I, - Improving 
Air Quality and the Environment 


6 “Consult with Isle of Wight Council Ecology Officer to reduce 
impacts to biodiversity, fauna and flora.” 


Agreed – currently Council undertake 
a 3 stage consultation process for all 
highway schemes.  Consultation is 
undertaken at preliminary, detailed 
and construction stages.  This 
consultation includes Council’s 
Countryside Manager and Ecology 
Officer. (See Section K – Ensuring 
Effective Management) 


7 “Investigate the use of sustainable drainage systems to limit 
surface water run-off and pollution from roads and other transport 
infrastructure, such as car parks.” 


Agreed.  See Section I - Improving, 
Air Quality and the Environment. 


8 “Consult with the Environment Agency with regard to flood risk.” Agreed – currently consultation 
undertaken on scheme-by-scheme 
basis.  Environment Agency to be 
included in 3 stage consultation 
process if required (see point 6).  
(See Section K – Ensuring Effective 
Management) 


9 “Expand the discussion of environmental issues to cover a broader 
range of issues such as planning for climate change, instability, 
biodiversity etc within Section 5, I regarding “Improving air quality 
and the environment”. 


Agreed – Council have expanded 
Section I - Improving Air Quality and 
the Environment) to include 
environmental issues. 
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10 “Ensure that street furniture such as bus stops and cycle parking fit 
in with local design statements and enhance rather than adversely 
affect the streetscape, especially within Conservation Areas.” 


11 “Ensure that infrastructure within the countryside especially within 
AONB, such as paths, styles, signs conform to the appropriate 
design guidance.” 


12 “Ensure the Isle of Wight Council conservation team and AONB 
office are consulted with respect to heritage issues and effects 
within the AONB and Heritage Coasts.” 


Agreed – Council are currently 
compiling a design guide which will 
address these issues.  Guide is being 
produced in consultation with others 
including Conservation and AONB 
Officers.  
 
Conservation, countryside and AONB 
officers already included in the 
Council’s 3 stage consultation 
process (see point 6).  See Section I - 
Improving, Air Quality and the 
Environment. 


13 “Ensure that any routing of traffic avoids the AONB, Heritage 
Coasts, conservation areas and sensitive areas such as residential 
as far as possible.” 


Partial agreement - Island has very 
limited road network making it difficult 
to avoid sensitive areas.   


14 “Lighting technology installed should limit over-spill to protect the 
darkness of night-skies.” 


Agreed.  See Section I – Improving 
Air Quality and the Environment. 


15 “More detail regarding the measures to promote the use of 
alternatives fuels should be included within the LTP2.” 


Agreed.  See Section I - Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment. 


16 “Construction impacts should be considered and mitigation such as 
limiting surface water run-off and risk of pollution to watercourses 
and erosion; noise from engineering works.” 


Agreed.  See Section I - Improving, 
Air Quality and the Environment. 


17 “Limit noise pollution through low noise surfacing, noise attenuation 
measures in new schemes in the future.” 


Agreed – where appropriate. See 
Section I - Improving  Air Quality and 
the Environment. 


18 “Develop a LTP 2 target for the use of recycled materials within 
transport engineering works.” 


Possible – Council still considering 
target for use of recycled materials.  It 
may not be possible to use such 
materials in some instances and 
investigations are being undertaken 
on appropriateness of materials in 
respect of possible reduced skid 
resistance, safety and life expectancy 
(See Section N – Performance 
Indicators : Other Indicators 
Considered). 
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Appendix C Environmental Report Consultation Responses 


Table C1: Environmental Report Consultation Comment s and the Council’s Responses 


Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


Southern Water 


No comments other than, “we support mitigation measures outlined in 1.7.7 of the 
Non-Technical summary that seek to protect water resources used for public water 
supply from pollution”. 


Support for the measures in 1.7.7 is noted. 


Isle of Wight Friends of the Earth 


While we are otherwise impressed by the thoroughness of the report we were 
disappointed by the weak approach to climatic factors. Climate change is ‘the most 
serious threat facing mankind’ (UK government Chief Scientist) and should be tackled 
much more decisively. 


The draft ER recommended that the LTP include a chapter highlighting environmental 
issues on the Island, including how these should influence the content of the LTP 2.  In 
response to this recommendation, Sections E and I have been extensively amended to 
take account of the comments received and the Plan  acknowledges the implications 
of climate change and what these might mean for infrastructure.  The LTP 2 seeks to 
limit overall traffic growth on the Island to 2.3% up to 2011.  The LTP 2 also seeks to 
achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys compared to 2003/04 levels.  
The LTP 2 also seeks to achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys, 
compared to 1999/2000 levels by 2010/2011.  The LTP 2 will therefore contribute to a 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions compared to those that would occur without 
the LTP 2.   


Section 1.7.7 We are particularly concerned that the only reference is to “”planning for 
climate change”. We need a lot more than that. The purpose, after all, is stated in 
2.2.2: “To provide for a high level of protection of the environment”. 


As noted above the LTP 2 now acknowledges the potential impacts of climate change 
but also seeks to reduce the contribution of transport on the Island to climate change. 


Section 6.3.6 Air Transport: “This potential conflicts….” It definitely conflicts, as air 
travel is the most fuel inefficient means of transport by a long way. We are glad to see 
a request for explicit impact assessments in 6.3.8, but simply suggesting that “the 
potential for making the Airport ‘ carbon neutral’ should be explored” is feeble, and 
rather dubious in the light of recent research on the methane emissions of growing 
plants. 


The long term strategy of the LTP 2 acknowledges the role of the airports on the Island 
as a part of the existing the transport network, however, it is our understanding that no 
expansion of the airports is currently  envisaged and in any event the LTP 2 has little 
influence over activities at the airports.    


 


Section 6.5.1 Economic Regeneration. “…...this objective has the potential to increase 
the number of motorized journeys and therefore emissions……..”. This is 


The Plan recognises the importance of regeneration and seeks to put in place 
measures and initiatives, which will help limit traffic growth to 2.3%. 
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


undisputable, yet later in 8.5.4 you suggest ‘moderate positive’ for Climate factors. 
What initiatives are supposed to do that? LTP2’s objective on traffic growth is to limit it 
to3% (LTP2 section J Target 18). This will result in increased emissions, not 
decreased. 


It should be noted that the annual average traffic growth experienced within the LTP1 
period was 3%. 


Compatibility Analysis: SEA headline criteria Vs LTP2 Five Year Strategy Objectives: 
Climatic factors (page not numbered) vs 5. To tackle congestion: “Reducing 
congestion does not address overall emissions of greenhouse gases from vehicles”. 
Yet in the worksheets on SEA Headline Criteria vs j.3.3 Summary of Key Actions 
Tackling Congestion, under Climatic factors you say: “will reduce traffic levels”, i.e. a 
negative growth percentage. 


The worksheet has been used to has assess the measures in the provisional LTP 2 
within Section J which are proposed to help achieve the objectives “To Tackle 
Congestion”. Some of these measures include ways to reduce traffic levels and 
achieve a better modal split (which would reduce greenhouse gas emissions) in order 
to tackle congestion. 


The entries dealing with climatic factors need to be corrected or tightened up. It is far 
too important to be left in this state. 


Please refer to the comments provided above.  As noted above the LTP 2 has been 
amended to give greater recognition to environmental factors, including climate 
change. 


Northwood Community Partnership 


Both main schemes (especially Newport) could undoubtedly have many detailed 
variations (alternatives). Environmental impact would presumably vary for each one 


The SEA has identified the need for EIA for major bids. Some environmental effects 
will need to be dealt with at this detailed level as opposed to at the strategic (SEA) 
level.  


Accuracy depends upon implementation success. For example, in Newport, there 
would be a finite probability that ‘improvements’ could cause more congestion, or 
displace congestion to another location. 


Monitoring of the LTP 2 will identify how well it is meeting the objectives (which include 
tackling congestion) set out within it and the SEA criteria.  


Section 9.1.2: bullet 13: Routing of traffic to avoid the majority of the countryside, and 
residential areas, may be challenging.  


Agreed and highlighted by the Council in our response to SEA mitigation 
recommendations.  


Section 9.1.2: Add: Consideration of carrying out works off peak / overnight to reduce 
congestion. 


This is something the Council already consider when planning engineering works.  It is 
important that consideration is given to the problems associated with creating noise at 
night.  


Many of the SEA criteria appear subjective. For those, are the results considered to be 
statistically significant?  


Due to the strategic nature of SEA, criteria and  the assessments are often likely to be 
subjective.  


Where the Environmental Effects are perceived relevant to the Northwood Community 
Partnership (e.g. within the parish or associated travel routes), an approach could be 
made together with specific details. It may be that such requests would be qualitative 


The Council will consider including the Northwood Community Partnership in future 
applicable consultation exercises.  
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


in nature  


Section 1.5.3: Bay Area? Which ‘Bay Area’?  The Bay Area referred to in the Plan includes Sandown, Lake and Shanklin.  


Section 1.6.5: Is this not to the EAST of Yarmouth  This comment is correct. It should read as ‘East of Yarmouth’.  The Title of the section 
was incorrect, but location correctly described in the supporting paragraphs LTP 2 has 
been amended to correctly describe the area concerned and an addendum added to 
the ER. 


Appendix E: Cowes matrix: Bus gate Newport Road – Nodes Road  


The description in the accompanying notes reads ‘priority for buses at junction’: 
Currently the road has no traffic control into Nodes road (bearing left), and traffic 
typically flows freely. When the traffic lights are red for northbound traffic (wishing to 
remain on Newport Road i.e. straight on), then once approximately five cars are 
waiting, the road width precludes left bound traffic passing. It is not clear what the 
scheme objective is, nor how it would be implemented. (Increase travel choice’ is 
marked as ‘major positive’!). The matrix claims no safety effect. This could be negative 
due to traffic filtering and merging close to junction. 


This is a strategic Plan and as such cannot include the details of every scheme.   


4. A ‘reading guide’ would be useful, as would a block diagram showing where this 
document sits in relation to the LTP2, with arrows showing flow of information from 
various parties. 


The Council will bear this suggestion in mind when preparing subsequent 
Environmental Reports. 


There appears to be much repetition. Could the content that is original be 
communicated in a more efficient manner?  


The Council will bear this suggestion in mind when preparing subsequent 
Environmental Reports. 


English Nature 


Section 5.3 This section does not mention the international and national importance of 
the island for it’s geology and geomorphology. The Island exhibits a great diversity of 
geology within a comparatively small area and is considered of outstanding geological 
significance. The interest is reflected in the fact the Island has 15 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest which have nationally important geological and /or geomorphological 
features of interest and the fact that your council is currently considering making an 
application for EU ‘Geopack’ status because of the international importance of the 
Islands geology e.g. the oldest exposed rocks i.e. the Walden Group were laid down a 
120 million years ago – these rocks are one of the richest sources of fossilised 


Data relating to geology is presented within Appendix C. Section 5.3 is a brief 
characterisation of the Island. This comment provides some additional data which can 
be considered in subsequent SEAs. 


LTP2 has also been amended and relevant sections rewritten in partnership with 
English Nature.  
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


dinosaur bones in Europe and one of the most important in the world.  


Section 5.3.7 The chalk grasslands, maritime cliffs and slopes and estuaries are not 
the only habitats which are particularly important at an international, national and 
regional scale on the island. Other habitats in this category should include intertidal 
and subtidal reefs, sea caves, itertidal mudflats and sandflats (together these support 
a rich and invertebrate assemblage which provides a vital food source for large 
numbers of over wintering and migrating birds that visit the Solent shores), heathland, 
shingle habitats, coastal gazing marsh and associated habitats and saline lagoons – 
listed as priority habitat in Annex I of the EU habitats Directive. This section does not 
mention the importance of the island for rare and scarce species such as 
internationally rare Bechstein and Barbastelle bats, populations of wintering and 
migrating birds on the Island that form part of larger internationally important 
populations associated with Solent and Southampton on Water SPA and Ramsar 
Sites, mammals including red squirrel and dormouse, nationally important 
assemblages of rare e.g. Glanville Fritillary and scarce invertebrates e.g. chalkhill blue, 
nationally rare and scarce plants species including field cow-wheat and the largest 
population in the world of the rare early gentian, rare species associated with saline 
lagoons including the rare foxtail stonewort, starlet sea anemone and Bembridge 
beetle. 


This data can be considered in subsequent SEAs. It does not affect the assessments 
already undertaken.  


LTP2 has also been amended and relevant sections rewritten in partnership with 
English Nature 


Section 5.4.4 this should include climate change such as increases in winter rainfall 
and decreases in summer rainfall and, increase in wave sizes hitting the coast are 
likely to result in change to the extent and range of habitats and species, e.g. extent 
and diversity of maritime cliff and slope habitats and associated species.  


Sea level rise will result in changes in the amount of intertidal habitats such as losses 
of mud and sandflats and Salt marsh as result of ‘coastal squeeze’ which will need to 
be offset by managed realignment.  


The increase in demand on water supplies as a result of the increased Islands 
population size, have the potential to have adverse impacts on the wetland habitats by 
reducing the availability of water.  Population increase also has the potential to 
increase the likelihood of adverse impacts on the islands habitats and species as a 
result of increased development. 


This can be taken into consideration in subsequent SEAs. 


 


 


LTP2 includes reference to climate change and potential sea level rise.  


 


Impacts on biodiversity and designated nature conservation sites have been 
considered within the SEA. The LTP 2 cannot influence population of the Island or 
water supply. This has been discussed within the Sustainability Appraisal Report for 
the Island Plan Core Strategy which can be accessed at www.iwight.com/transport 


Table 5.1 Soils an geology should include impacts on geological and Table 5.1 ER includes consideration of RIGGS, SSSI and SINCs. Geomorphology has 
been considered fully within the assessments. Subsequent SEAs could present this 
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


geomorphological designated sites i.e. SSIs, RIGGS sites and SINCs issue to explicitly include geomorphology.  


Water : Current and future increase demand on water supply and the potential impact 
on wetland habitats is another environmental issue. 


The key issues and problems for biodiversity, Fauna and Flora should be impacts of 
the plan on designated site features, protected species BAP habitats and species.  


Although we agree that this is an environmental issue on the Island, the LTP 2 has no 
influence on water supply. 


The impact of the plan on these factors has been considered within the assessments. 
Subsequent SEAs could present this issue as suggested. 


Climatic factors: Climatic factors such as sea level rise and increased rainfall are likely 
to have impacts on biodiversity, fauna and Flora and geological and geomorphological 
features. 


The LTP2 includes reference to climate change and potential sea level rise.  


 


Material assets: maintenance of the transport infrastructure will have impacts on 
biodiversity, fauna and flora e.g. stabilisation of A3055 at Undercliff Drive is impacting 
on sections of the Compton Chine to Steephill Cove SSSI. 


Potential effects of transport infrastructure on biodiversity have been identified within 
the assessments. This issue can be highlighted more clearly in subsequent SEAs.  


Section 5.7.7 Soil Geology and material assets: this should include conflicts with 
maintaining and enhancing the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora and geological and 
geomorphological interest features as result of reducing risk to property from erosion, 
instability and flooding and maintaining the infrastructure network.  


These issues are now more fully covered in Sections E and I of the final LTP  


 


The island does not have many natural materials required for highway construction 
and therefore have to import much of the materials and this can have an impact on the 
environment. 


The LTP 2 has been amended to include this statement. 


Section 6.3: The vision statements could also potentially conflict with biodiversity, 
fauna and flora and soil and geology because:  


It is maintaining or creating the transport infrastructure in places which are likely to 
adversely impact on biodiversity, fauna and flora, and geology and geomorphological 
interest feature e.g. scientific studies undertaken by the Environment Agency suggest 
maintenance of culverts along the military road on the south coast is adversely 
affecting the fluvial processes which maintain the Chines which in turn maintain 
internationally important vegetated sea cliff interest feature; (this feature is one of the 
reasons for designating the South Wight Maritime SAC). 


Interfere with coastal/mass movement processes which maintain biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and geology and coastal geomorphology e.g. A3055 Undercliff Drive 
stabilisation scheme. 


The LTP recognises potential conflict in maintaining transport infrastructure that runs 
through sensitive and coastal areas. The Plan explains that works in these areas will 
be subject to fullest possible discussions and considerations of options.     
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


Maintaining transport infrastructure on sea walls could potentially restrict the 
opportunities for managed realignment of internal habitats necessary to offset the 
effects of coastal squeeze e.g. Embankment Road at Bembridge. 


Engineering works could adversely affect biodiversity, fauna and flora by direct loss of 
habitats and indirect loss e.g. interfering with coastal processes and import of material 
e.g. aggregates to carry out the works. 


Section 6.3.6: This should include impacts of air transport on biodiversity, fauna and 
flora such as disturbance/interference e.g. bird strike with wintering, migrating and 
breeding birds. 


The long term strategy of the LTP 2 acknowledges the role of the airports on the Island 
as a part  of  the existing the transport network, however, it is our understanding that 
no expansion of the airports is currently envisaged and in any event the LTP 2 has 
little influence over activities at the airports.  The Council does not feel that issues such 
as bird strike at the Island’s airports are something that the LTP 2 can influence.  


Section 8.2.3 West of Yarmouth major bid option 1: Discussions with your council’s 
Ecologist Dr Colin Pope, indicate a) that this bid must be referring to the east of 
Yarmouth and not the west of Yarmouth and b) there are a number of long term 
sustainability issues associated with this coastal area which are likely to have a 
significant effect on the Yar Estuary SSSI, Solent Maritime SAC and Solent 
Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site. The Issues are detailed in the ‘West Wight 
Coastal Management Strategy’ and should be considered by the SEA. 


Sounds like this has implications for the LTP.  How does the LTP handle issues in 
relation to potential impacts – both in terms of detailed projects, e.g. culverting and 
larger scale projects. 


The bid is referring to east of Yarmouth. This was an error in the title of that section 
and has been corrected in the final Plan (see comments above)  


This will be dealt with in more detail in consultation with English Nature regarding this 
scheme.  The Scheme will be subject to EIA. 


Section 8.5.2: Reference should be made to potential negative affects on species and 
designated geological and gemorphological sites. 


LTP2 sets out an improved protocol under which schemes can be considered.  
Discussions will take place with internal and external partners as part of the scheme 
development process.    


Section 8.5.5: Engineering works could also potentially affect geological and 
geomorphological sites. 


See above 


Section 8.5.18: We question the claim there is no effect after mitigation with respect to 
this element of the strategy for biodiversity, fauna and flora in particular the impact on 
maintaining road culverts on the vegetated sea cliff interest and associated species 
associated with Chines found along Military Road as mentioned above. Maintaining 
the present Military Road alignment may also restrict the landward 
migration/development of this interest feature particularly on the cliff top – in some 
places the cliff edge is relatively close to the road. We have agreed with Chris Wells 
from the Highways Department that a meeting should be held between Highways and 


The Council have discussed this issue with English Nature and others and will be 
meeting them to discuss this issue in the near future.  
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Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


other relevant IWC staff to discuss the long term issue of maintaining  roads in coastal 
areas liable to flooding, erosion and slumping. 


Section 8.7.5: What about negative impacts on biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geology and geomorphology as result of the reinforcement of existing sae defences?  


The nature of potential works on sea defences are uncertain. The projects will be 
subject to EIA when potential effects should be assessed in detail. 


Section 8.7.8 What about the benefits of maintaining geological and geomorphological 
processes as result of the ‘do nothing’ option. 


The worksheet acknowledges that the ‘do nothing’ option allows natural coastal 
processes to occur. This does not affect the major negative effect identified associated 
with risks to property.  


11.2 English Nature and it’s successor organisation, Natural England, will be able to 
provide data on the condition of designated sites which could be affected by the LTP 
2. Will also hold a number of scientific reports on habitats and species. 


This data will be required as part of monitoring of the LTP 2 and we are grateful for this 
comment.  


11.2.3 We are assuming impacts on geological and geomorphological sites/features 
will be monitored under this criteria. 


The indicator “Extent and condition of RIGGS and SSSI important for geological 
processes” will be monitored. 


Section 9.1.2: Bullet point 2: We question the claim that mitigation will be achieved by 
carrying out engineering works in accordance with IOW Shoreline Management Plan. 
Many of the current policies in this document may not be sustainable and may well 
need to be revised during the production of second generation Shoreline Management 
Plans. 


This section should emphasise that damage to irreplaceable wildlife assets should be 
avoided. Greater emphasis should be placed on opportunities to deliver nature 
conservation targets such as BAP targets. 


� Additional mitigation measures should be:  


� Consult with IWC geologists and any RIGGS groups on impacts to geological or 
geomorphological sites. 


� Facilitate and encourage the greater use of public transport. 


� There should be more information on how biodiversity actions will be monitored. 


The engineering works will be subject to necessary considerations and appropriate 
assessment . 


 


 


More detail on monitoring has been provided in the SEA Statement, (Section 5).  


Appendix C Landscape and townscape, figure 4.2 this figure only shows one of the 
Islands five SACs i.e. South Wight maritime SAC. The other SACs not shown or not 
clear are Briddleford Copses, Isle of Wight Downs, Solent maritime and Solent and 
Isle of Wight lagoons. It also does not include special Protection Areas and Ramsar 


It has proved difficult to illustrate these areas on a map of this scale, however Sections 
E and I of the LTP have been extensively revised to more closely reflect the extent and 
coverage of areas of nature conservation.  These revisions have been made in 
discussion with English Nature and others. 
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sites. It does not appear to show the correct extent of some SSSIs e.g. Compton 
Chine to Steephill Cove. We appreciate accurate mapping of the site of all these sites 
is difficult using this scale of plan. 


Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora: The sentence on ‘Other SACs’ should include the Isle of 
Wight Downs SAC and the Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC. 


The baseline data will be amended for use in subsequent SEAs.  


Table C1 Condition of SSSis on the Isle of Wight: This table does not accurately reflect 
the current conditions of SSSIs on the Island. The current information is on attached 
table. 


The baseline data will be amended for use in subsequent SEAs, although this may 
require updating when SEAs are undertaken.  


Other sources of data:  


English Natures website www.english-nature.org.uk which has a wider range of nature 
conservation information including nationally important habitats and species on the 
IOW, duties of public bodies including the IOW council with respect to designated sites 
i.e. SSSIs, SPA and Ramsar and SACs and National Nature Reserves and 
publications including various Isle of Wight habitat and species survey reports – 
obtained via a search and English natures Public Service Agreement on SSSis. 


Solent European marine site – English Natures advice given under regulation 33 (2) of 
the conservation (Natural habitats & c.) regulations 1994, 18 October 2001. 


South Wight Maritime European marine site-  English Natures advice given under 
regulation 33 (2) of the conservation (Natural habitats & c.) regulations 1994, 18 
October 2001. 


Isle of Wight Natural Area Profile, English nature 1998. 


Phase 1 of 2 soft cliff survey of the Isle of Wight, Tolhurst, R. 1996. 


Draft isle of Wight Soft Cliff Vegetation. Description and Assessment. Cox, J R, 1998. 


This additional data should be helpful in subsequent SEAs and will be reviewed for 
appropriateness when necessary.   


Trends: Breeding Lapwing and redshank and two other key bird species which are 
rare and declining on the Island. 


Losses of intertidal habitats as result of coastal squeeze 


Issues: Improvements to the transport network may lead to the loss or decline of 
species on the island as result of habitat fragmentation. 


The baseline data will be amended for use in subsequent SEAs, although this may 
require updating when SEAs are undertaken. 


 


Habitat fragmentation has been considered in the SEA and is covered by a SEA 
Criterion. However, the assessments based on the information available did not 
identify any potential effects with respect to fragmentation at this stage. However, it is 
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possible that such effects could be identified at a later stage through EIA and suitable 
mitigation will be required if this occurs.      


Soils and Geology: In summary, the Islands geological interest principally relates to a) 
geological time known as the Cractaceous period, which extends from about 144 
million years to 65 million years ago. Rocks of this age dominate the southern part of 
the island and include sands laid down between 65 million years to 30 million years as 
result of changes in sea levels. Little is known of the geological history of the Island 
from about 30 million years to 2 million years ago, known as the Quaternary period.  


Soils and geology baseline data is presented within Appendix C of the ER. We feel 
that the data is adequate but this additional data will be considered in future SEAs.  


Other sources of data: geological conservation Review Series. Joint nature 
Conservation Committee 


IOW Local Geological Action Plan. 


These additional sources of information will be considered in future SEAs. 


Water issues: Increasing demands for water supply as result of increasing population 
is likely to exacerbate the impacts on wetland habitats and species on the Island, 
particularly the already over abstracted Eastern Yar Catchments.  


Impacts on biodiversity and designated nature conservation sites have been 
considered within the SEA. The LTP 2 cannot influence population of the Island or 
water supply. This has been discussed within the Sustainability Appraisal Report for 
the Island Plan Core Strategy which can be accessed at www.iwight.com/transport 


Appendices: In the matrices included as appendices there are a number of examples 
where reference to designated sites for conservation should be made. For example, 
the assessment workshop tables have a section which describes the value and 
vulnerability of the area to be affected which recognises the Island contains a wealth of 
designated sites for nature conservation and a variety of BAP priority habitats should 
be cited. 


Although specific sites have not been named, the assessments have considered 
potential impacts on designations sites. 


The matrices repeatedly refer to the need ‘to avoid net loss…..to designated sites’ 
under the biodiversity, fauna and flora criteria. This does not accord with objectives set 
out in planning policy statement 9. The Governments key objectives for planning is: 


To conserve, enhance and restore the diversity of England’s wildlife and Geology by 
sustaining, and where possible improving, the quality and extent of natural habitat and 
geological and geomorphological sites; the natural physical processes on which they 
depend; and the populations of naturally occurring species which they support. 


In addition your council has a duty as a Public Body under the 1981 Wildlife and 
Countryside Act (amended by 2000 CROW Act) in exercising your statutory functions 


The SEA Framework includes a sub-criterion to enhance biodiversity and the variety of 
habitats on the Island. However, the SEA Framework will be amended in line with this 
comment for future SEAs. The SA Framework for the Island Plan includes a sub-
criterion to enhance SSSI and other wildlife sites. 
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to further enhance SSSIs. 


Appendix E: The SEA Headline Criteria for soils and geology in the first matrix does 
not include the need to avoid loss of designated geological and geomorphological 
sites. It seems to us that this section is relevant to dealing with these interest features. 


The SEA framework includes a sub-criterion “To achieve no net loss of areas 
important for geological processes”, which was suggested as an objective in previous 
consultation with English Nature. This will be monitored with the indicator “Extent of 
RIGGS and SSSI important for geological processes” which was also suggested in 
previous consultation with English Nature. 


Compatibility Analysis: SEA headline criteria Vs LTP 5 year strategy objectives – table. 
The table recognises that there could be a potential conflict between climatic factors 
and strategy objective 2. We consider greater emphasis should be placed on the value 
and vulnerability of coastal areas and clear policy guidance will need to be given to 
steer engineering works away from areas at risk of flooding and coastal erosion where 
possible. 


As a result of the SEA and consultation responses received the Council are placing 
greater emphasis on the vulnerability of coastal areas and are putting in place 
measures to address these issues such as liaison with the relevant parties and the 
commissioning of an study looking at the implications of transport infrastructure within 
coastal and unstable areas.   


Newport Accessibility Bid table: Does not mention the River Medina SSSI is 
component site for the Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA) 
under SEA biodiversity criteria. 


The worksheet states “River Medina is not a designated site within the development 
envelope in Newport but is designated as a SAC and SSSI beyond this boundary 
towards Cowes”. We feel that potential impacts on t these sites have been adequately 
covered.  


West of Yarmouth Major Bid Option: This does not mention the Yar Estuary  SSSI is 
component site for the Solent and Southampton Water special Protection Area (SPA) 
and the Solent Maritime SAC under SEA biodiversity criteria.  


This has been noted, however, the potential effects on this SSSI have been 
considered within the assessments.  


Update of SEA: There are future schemes which at this stage it was not possible to 
give even a broad prediction of impact as the details of the scheme are still unkown. 
We therefore recommend that the relevant parts of SEA is updated when further 
details of the scheme such as the PEoW network extension and cycle routes are 
known. 


The SEA should also be updated to take into account these changes. 


The SEA has been updated to take into account further details on the measures to 
improve the RoW network and the implementation section of the LTP 2.    


Finally it is not clear how the lessons learned/conclusions from the SEA process will 
be fed into the main LPT2 document. It is essential this happens to ensure the plan 
sufficiently considers the impact on environment. Recent discussions with your 
council’s Highways Policy Officer, Chris Wells indicated that GOSE considered LPT2 
plan needed to give greater consideration to the environment. Integration of the two 
documents would help achieve this aim. 


This comment has been addressed by the preparation of the SEA Statement, which 
demonstrates how the SEA has been taken into account. 







 


24   
 


Summarised Comments on SEA Environmental Report Response to Comments from the Isle Of Wight Council 


The Wildlife Trust 


The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust has an interest in a broad range of 
sustainability issues centred on people and wildlife and promotes nature conservation 
in the two counties. The trust believes that the Island’s wildlife and natural beauty is a 
huge asset that should be both enjoyed and protected. The Island benefits from having 
a number of European and nationally designated sites for nature conservations as well 
as sites locally important for wildlife. 


No response required. 


The trust is pleased to see the Environmental report (ER) for the SEA of the IoW LTP2 
recognises the importance of protecting the rural environment and areas important for 
nature conservation. However the trust would like to make the following general 
comments. 


Overall the SEA recognises the immediate environmental impacts of the plan but the 
medium and longer term impacts on sustainability need strengthening. For example, 
the Yarmouth bid would lead to longer term sustainability issues which are likely to 
have a detrimental effect on the Yar Estuary SSSI, Solent maritime SAC, Solent and 
Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site.  


The assessment worksheets demonstrate that permanent and long term effects have 
been considered and therefore the Council considers that the SEA has given adequate 
consideration to longer term effects. In addition, any projects which gave rise to 
potential effects on the areas mentioned would be subject to EIA and/or appropriate 
assessment.  


 


 


Acknowledgement of Designated sites: The trust is content that the ER recognises the 
potential impact of the LTP2 on the Solent Maritime Special Area for Conservation 
(SAC). However, we feel that overall both the ER and the LPT2 lack 
acknowledgements of specific designated sites. 


Sections E and I of the LTP have been extensively revised to more closely reflect the 
extent and coverage of areas of designated sites of nature conservation 


 


EA for the SEA of the LPT2: In the matrices included and appendices there are a 
number of examples where reference to designated sites for conservation should be 
made. For example, the Assessment Workshop tables have a section which describes 
the value & vulnerability  of the area to be affected which that recognises that the 
Island contains a wealth of designated sites for nature conservation and a variety of 
BAP priority habitats. Examples of both designated sites and BAP priority should be 
cited. 


Although specific sites have not been named, the assessments have considered 
potential impacts on designations sites. 


The trust agrees that the “plan with bids” option will bring considerable benefits to the 
people of the IoW however; the assessment should mention designated sites which 
might be affected. 


The detailed assessment worksheets mention the designated sites which might be 
affected.  


The table assessing the Newport accessibility bid should mention the Solent and We acknowledge that this area is also covered by these designations and the SEA 
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Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site under the SEA 
biodiversity criteria.  


Consultants did take into account the importance of this area in undertaking the 
assessment of the bid. 


Likewise, the West of Yarmouth major bid table, under SEA biodiversity criteria should 
also make reference to the Solent Maritime Special Area for Conservation (SAC) and 
the Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site as well as the SSSI and 
SINC. 


See above comment which applies to this bid. 


Additionally, the trust wonders whether an error has been made and the bid should be 
referring to the East of Yarmouth rather than the West. 


The bid is the East of Yarmouth. This has been amended. 


LTP2 the map on page 18 of LPT2 showing designated sites does not show Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites, these should be added.  


Same as EN comment - see above for response. 


As in the case with the ER for the SEA the LTP2 does not to mention specific nature 
conservation designations when it refers to the various transport projects. The Cowes 
Regeneration project recognises zone 4 as an environmental priority area which is 
environmentally sensitive this section should be expanded to mention European 
designations that might be affected. More specific details of measures to enhance 
biodiversity of the river valley and estuary could also be added. 


The revised LTP 2 now includes an expanded Section I which acknowledges these 
areas.  


 


 Compatibility Analysis: SEA headline criteria Vs LTP2 5 year strategy objectives – 
table: The LTP2 five year strategy objective 2. more emphasis should be given to the 
value and vulnerability of coastal areas and clear policy guidance will need to be given 
to steer engineering works away from areas at risk of flooding and coastal erosion 
where possible.  


Same as EN comment – see previous response. 


Assessment of significant effects – Appendix E – Matrices and Worksheets, 
compatibility matrices: The Trust is pleased to see that the table recognises the 
potential conflict between SEA headline criteria, geology and soils and maintenance of 
roads in areas in instability. It should also be recognised that some of the most 
important ecological sites can also have significant value for biodiversity. For example, 
the Undercliff Drive, St. Lawrence has areas of bare ground important for invertebrate 
fauna which are dependent on the instability of the land. 


This has been noted. SEA baseline data will be amended to include this. The baseline 
data will be used in future SEAs. 


European habitats Directive 1992: Chapter 8, para. 8.11.5 (p46) recognises the 
potential need for an Appropriate Assessment due to the potential impact on European 
Designated Sites. The Trust would like to draw your attention to the recent European 


The Government Office for the South East has advised that the ruling will not apply to 
the LTP 2 due to the timing of the preparation and adoption of the Plan.  
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Court of Justice decision made on 20th October 2005 on case C-6/04 regards to the 
EU Habitats Directive. This makes it clear that plans must be assessed for there 
impact on protected sites supporting natural habitats and wildlife thus development 
plans including Transport Plans are subject to an Appropriate Assessment. 


Update of SEA: the Trust realise the SEA is only able to give broad predictions of 
impact. Even so there are certain future schemes where at this stage it was not 
possible even to give a broad prediction of impact as the details of the schemes were 
still unknown. The Trust requests that parts of the SEA are updated when further 
details of schemes such as the PRoW network extension and cycle routes are known. 


The Trust is content that section5.4 Future Baseline recognises that the environment 
is constantly changing as a result of natural processes. It should be recognised that 
the SEA and the Transport Plan may need to be updated in the future to take in to 
account of any natural changes. 


Additionally, LTP2 states that a long term strategy is currently being put together 
looking at the causes and effects of subsidence at Ventor. The findings of this strategy 
should be fed into SEA and LPT2.  


This has been undertaken (see Section 2.2 of the SEA Statement). 


 


 


 


The Government recognise that LTPs may need to be amended to take account of 
changes and updates.  The IOW Plan has as a result been produced in individually 
numbered sections to allow for any necessary revisions including changes to the SEA .  


The LTP2 gives details of land instability problems experienced at Ventnor.  Ongoing 
investigations are helping inform the size and nature of the problems.  Once concluded 
the Council will be discussing a range of possible longer term options with relevant 
partners.   


Mitigation; the Trust support consultation with the Isle of Wight Ecology Officer to 
reduce impacts to biodiversity, however it should be emphasised that damage to 
irreplaceable wildlife assets should be avoided. The mitigation measures mention 
integrating biodiversity enhancements into final schemes however, the Trust feels that 
there is not sufficient emphasis on opportunities to deliver nature conservation targets 
such as BAP targets. Finally there should also be more information on how biodiversity 
actions will be monitored. 


See Section 5 of the SEA Statement for details of proposed monitoring, which includes 
the indicator “Progress with BAPs”.  


Integration of SEA and LPT2: Finally important that the SEA and the LTP are not 
treated as two separate documents but should be developed concurrently and lessons 
learnt from the SEA process should be carried through to the main LTP document. 
The Trust feels that the LTP2 does not sufficiently consider the impact of the plan on 
the environment , it is essential that the conclusions of the SEA are fed into it. 


The LTP 2 has been significantly amended to include more information about the SEA. 
The SEA statement presents how the two processes have been integrated and how 
the ER has been taken into account.  


The Countryside Agency   


They have not commented on the SEA Environmental Report sent but they have 
included a report – ‘An Evaluation of the Treatment of Landscape, Biodiversity, Access 


No response required 
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& Recreation in Isle of Wight’s provisional Local Transport Plan’  


However they have included the following the comments: 


The LTP should also refer to wider aspects of its landscape such as registered parks 
and gardens and areas of local landscape value. 


Section I of the Five Year Strategy has been expanded to include greater 
consideration of landscape including registered parks and gardens. 


The LTP shows no clear indication of it’s likeages to the SEA being developed 
concurrently. However, it should be noted that the accompanying SEA has not been 
available for review (is available in March 2006). It is important that the LTP and SEA 
should not be thought of as two separate documents. 


The SEA Statement addresses this comment. 


Environment Agency 


They do not respond to the ER but have sent a checklist of issues that they consider 
should be included in the plan. 


 


The Council have considered comments received as part of the preparation of the final 
Plan. 
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Buses for the Whole Community 


In the development of local transport strategies and policies buses have always had
a role to play but they have taken on a new priority with the duty under the
Transport Act 2000 for local authorities to prepare a Bus Strategy. This Bus
Strategy for the Isle of Wight covers the period 2006-2011 and it is an integral part
of the Council’s Local Transport Plan. 


Buses can be the most flexible, adaptable and economic mode of transport at a local level. They


have the ability to replace many individual car trips by carrying large volumes of people effectively


and efficiently. Buses can also provide valuable links for rural areas with their local towns and


provide reliable connections to enable interchange with other modes of transport. There were 4.6


billion journeys made on local bus services in Great Britain during the year 2004/05.


The use of buses has significantly declined as car ownership has increased against a background of


increasing prosperity, changing land use patterns, work patterns and greater demand for travel.


More recently there has been a slowing of the long-term downward trend nationally, which has


variously been attributed to deregulation, privatisation and more recently Quality Partnerships and


new government funding. In recent years the long-term decline in bus patronage in Great Britain


has been reversed. There was an increase of 1 per cent in local bus patronage in  2004/05 (although


evidence suggests this growth was predominantly in London).


In its Ten Year Integrated Transport Plan the government is seeking to increase the mode share of


buses by 10% across the whole of England and Wales. In its first Local Transport Plan, the Isle of


Wight Council set a target of a 20% increase by 2010 in bus usage. This has proven, to date, to have


been an ambitious target, and which, to achieve, will require concerted effort and the application of


increased investment, staff and financial resources.


The availability of high quality local bus networks should be considered as an essential element in


meeting the demand for sustainable travel and providing choice for the wider community. This


provision should be considered both quantitatively and qualitatively, to enable the Isle of Wight


Council to deliver policies and initiatives that reduce the need for travel by car. In quantitative terms


the Council will seek to secure local bus services that would not be provided commercially and


could consider developing targets for bus service frequency to key locations, for example. However


qualitative measures will also be required to improve the attractiveness of public transport on key


corridors and increase patronage through offering greater choice.


There are also unique issues to be considered in the context of providing bus services on the Isle of


Wight, reflecting what is sometimes described as the “Island Factor”. This mixture of unique


opportunities and constraints has a bearing on what is possible in developing sustainable transport


solutions on the Island, reflecting access to the mainland, seasonality, service patterns, competition


and demographics. 


In a wider context, through its general transportation


policies, the Isle of Wight Council is promoting sustainable


travel and it will need to work with its partners to establish


a high quality public transport network that meets both


current and future travel demand. Buses have a key role to


play in the delivery of the IOW Local Transport Plan (LTP)


and the development of this Bus Strategy is integral to the


wider transport objectives of the Council.


This Bus Strategy for the Isle of Wight has considered the


policy background for bus travel, reviewed the area’s


demographics and local travel patterns, identified key


issues through consultation and review, developed


objectives as a framework for action, identified key


measures and established a five year programme for


buses on the Island
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National, Regional and 


Local Policy Framework


National Policy
Transport White Paper 1998 - In 1998 the DETR (now the DfT) published its Transport


White Paper “A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone”. It set out the


Government’s policies for future transport development and its aims are to create a


sustainable, integrated and socially inclusive transport system. Seeking to extend


choice in transport and to secure mobility for the whole community, to develop


alternative travel modes and an integrated transport policy are the essential


components of the framework. Therefore, the White Paper highlights the need for a


co-ordinated approach to be developed through partnerships amongst local


authorities, transport operators, developers, major employers and individuals. The


role of the bus in providing local access and increased mobility is central to its


proposals for both urban and rural transport.


From Workhorse to Thoroughbred (1999) - The DETR’s paper “From Workhorse to


Thoroughbred; A Better Role For Bus Travel” was published in 1999 in support of the


Transport White Paper. It sets out in more detail the Government’s plans for bus


transport, which has been reflected in the Transport Act 2000. The stated objective is


to provide better bus services through Quality Partnerships, Quality Contracts, joint


ticketing initiatives, better consultation with the public, improved timetables and


enhanced passenger information.


Transport Act 2000 – The Transport Act 2000 provides a statutory basis for a number


of measures in the Integrated Transport White Paper, including the preparation of a


Bus Strategy by each local authority. In preparing their Local Transport Plans,


development plans and determining planning applications, local authorities should


identify key routes for bus improvements and priority measures, and the actions that


will be taken. Other measures established by the Act include the introduction of a


statutory concessionary fares scheme, a new framework for Quality Partnerships and


the option of Quality Bus Contracts to achieve service improvements.


Transport 2010: The 10 Year Plan - In 2000 the Government published “Transport


2010: The 10 Year Plan”. This document is a strategy for £180 billion private and public


sector investment to create an integrated transport system, with targets for growth in


all sustainable transport modes. While much of its emphasis is on major


infrastructure projects and particularly railways there is a clear recognition that buses


have a key role in meeting local transport mode shift targets. The Plan seeks a 10%


increase in bus use in the plan period, 2001 – 2011, which represents an extra 370


million passenger journeys annually. The Plan reaffirms previous commitments to


improved passenger information (including Traveline), Quality Partnerships, Rural and


Urban Bus Challenge funds, the retention of Rural Bus Subsidy Grant and new


incentives for greener engine technology. Both revenue and capital funding is expected


to be primarily through private investment (particularly by the major bus groups),


government grant and Local Transport Plan settlements. 


Urban and Rural White Papers (2000) - Both of these key planning strategy


documents referred back to the 1998 Transport White Paper and the 10 Year Plan to


underline a commitment to the use of buses to reduce social exclusion and to offer


choice of travel mode for both urban and rural areas. In particular the opportunities to


innovate through developing projects with Urban and Rural Bus Challenge funding


was highlighted, as well as the emerging role of Rural Transport Partnerships.


Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) - Government policies are reflected through Planning


Policy Guidance notes (PPGs), which provide specific planning guidance for various


policy areas such as housing, retail and office developments, as well as General


Policies and Principles (PPG1). Planning is an important part of the overall transport


policy making process and can help in promoting more sustainable travel choices and


reducing the need to travel.
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B.2


B.3


PPG13 Transport (March 2001) - emphasises the integration between land use planning and


transport, as policies regarding the scale, location and mix of land uses can significantly affect


the need to travel. In addition, it promotes reduced reliance on private cars and it highlights


the importance of Travel Plans and the need for good interchanges to provide wider public


transport choices. PPG13 has a key role in ensuring that all development makes proper


provision for access by public transport and it provides a policy framework for integrating


buses with other transport modes. Thus, local authorities require planning applications to be


accompanied by Transport Assessments, Green Travel Plans and effective traffic management


measures at local level, which will reallocate road space to buses and give them priority.


Planning obligations can provide the funding for local public transport enhancements,


benefiting the development and the wider community. In managing travel demand the PPG13


advice is that local authorities should use their planning and transport powers to improve


public transport in ways that will reinforce the effectiveness of location policies in the


development plan. The aim should be to establish a high quality, safe, secure and reliable


network of routes, with good interchanges, which matches the pattern of travel demand in


order to maximise the potential usage of public transport.


The “Future of Transport” White Paper (2004) - looks at the factors that will shape travel and


transport over the next thirty years and sets out how the Government will respond to


increasing demand for travel – maximising the benefits of transport whilst minimising


negative impacts to people and the environment. With regard to buses, there is a requirement


for services to be “reliable, flexible, convenient and tailored to local needs.” This is to be


delivered through a combination of improved planning, greater use of quality transport


partnerships, innovative ideas (for instance – demand responsive services) and integrating bus


services with other modes of public transport. The Government’s main target is to reverse the


long term decline in bus patronage that is evident in most areas  outside London.


Regional Policy
Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) - To assist in the co-ordination of transport and


land use planning, Regional Planning Guidance notes (RPGs) include the preparation


of regional transport strategies covering all transport modes. They provide a strategic


framework for transport policies and proposals to be included in the local authority


development plan and in the Local Transport Plans. RPGs also cover environmental


priorities and strategic policy objectives of regional planning bodies.


The Regional Transport Strategy – This strategy replaces the transport section of


RPG9 and has been developed through the South East Regional Assembly. The


Regional Transport Strategy is the framework that will ensure that the investment


programmes of local authorities, transport providers and other key stakeholders in


the transport sector complement and support the wider regional objective of


delivering a more sustainable pattern of development


Local Policy
Unitary Development Plan - In 1997 the Isle of Wight Council published its Deposit Draft


Unitary Development Plan and the UDP was adopted on 18th May 2001 The fifteen year


strategy incorporates what were the current Transport Policies and Programme objectives


and strategies, which have led to the subsequent development of Local Transport Plan


(LTP) objectives. Issues include encouraging greater transport choices such as walking,


cycling and public transport. It is recognised that the Local Transport Plan should be fully


integrated with the Unitary Development Plan. In its objectives and policies the bus is


recognised as being a key mode in making local trips more sustainable. The Local


Development Framework (LDF) will shortly replace the UDP.


Local Transport Plan (LTP) – Local Transport Plans are statutory documents that identify


strategies and detailed plans for transport in the local area for a period of 5 years. It is the


prime transport policy document for a local authority and the focus for development of new


policies, initiatives and community involvement. They are a method for local authorities to


have their transport strategies approved and funded by central Government, and as such


replace the previous bidding mechanism established by the Transport Policies and


Programme document. 
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The Isle of Wight Council’s first Local Transport Plan 2001 – 2006 was published in 


July 2000. With respect to the provision of a wider choice of transport modes, the plan


promoted the integration of transport with key issues including education, air quality,


crime, Local Agenda 21, health, social exclusion and travel awareness within a funding


timescale of 5 years. The aims identified for the first Isle of Wight LTP were:  


• To help widen travel choices and provide real alternatives for car owners


• To enhance the quality of Island life


• To encourage the provision of a safer and more secure transport system


• To make the best use of the existing transport infrastructure


• To encourage travel by sustainable means


• To include measures to reduce social exclusion


• To develop a framework by which future transport investment can be made


These Aims remain central to the LTP for 2006 – 2011.


In the LTP buses are considered in detail, with a review of the existing levels of provision and scope


for improvement. The Council also sets outs its objectives for Public Transport:


• Convenient – for public transport users


• Accessible – for all sectors of the community including those with mobility problems


• Information – so as to allow for and encourage public transport use


• Encourage value for money travel through competition


• Integration/ Interchange – allowing easy access between modes


• Ensure that services are attractive to transport users 


The key themes for buses as outlined in the 2006 – 2011 Local Transport Plan include:


• Quality Bus Partnerships


• Service Provision and Network Development


• Rural Bus Issues


• Bus Priority Measures 


• Accessible Vehicles


• Concessionary Fares


• Improving Interchange Opportunities


• Personal Safety and Security


• Publicity and Information


These themes are covered in more detail in later sections of this Bus Strategy. Other sections of the


LTP, such as rural transport, accessible transport and journeys to school and hospitals, also have


relevance to the proposals being developed and have been taken into account in preparing an


overall strategy for buses. The 3 area based strategies (North East Triangle, Coastal Resorts and


Rural Areas) and the identification of a “Sustainable Transport” budget for the five years of the LTP


also have direct relevance to bus service provision. 


Island Futures – The Community Strategy – This corporate plan for the period 2002 to 2012


covers all aspects of life on the Island and specifically considers access and travel. It builds on


“Island Voices –Speak Out for the Future” and the Island Agenda 21 Strategy, to deliver a strategy


for enhancing opportunities for Island people, delivering sustainable growth and protecting the


environment. In the Transport section it seeks the views of the community on the balance between


car use and improved public transport. It identifies specific solutions, such as park and ride, to


ascertain priorities and preferences. It asked whether cash raised from parking charges should be


used on improving public transport and creating cycle ways and bus priority schemes, for example.


It also sought views as to whether better public transport would encourage you to use your car less.
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The results of this survey are seen to be very helpful in supporting the aims of the Bus Strategy.


The results of this survey are seen to be very helpful in supporting the aims of the Bus Strategy.


The Council has developed a wide range of plans, policies and strategies that should also cross


refer to the Bus Strategy. These include, to varying degrees: 


• Agenda 21


• Air Quality Strategy


• Bus Information Strategy


• Community Plan


• The Community Safety Plan


• Health Improvement Plan


• Housing Strategy


• Rail Strategy


• Social Inclusion Strategy


• School Travel Plan Strategy


• Tourism Development Plan


• Rural Development Programme Strategy


• Regeneration Strategies


• Village Design Statements


Ensuring Best Value – It is important that we spend our money wisely and that we ensure the


highest quality and best value in terms of the services we deliver. The Council must now report how


well we are delivering services and these are measured against a range of nationally agreed


indicators. The areas we report on include Social Services, Information and Communications


Technology, Education, The Fire Service, Economic development, Planning, Public Safety, Leisure


Services and Transport.


The indicators relating to public transport, our targets and our results for 2003-04 are shown below:


Indicator No. Indicator Target Result


BV102 Passenger journeys per year on local bus services 5.8m 5.76m


BV103 % respondents satisfied with P.T. information 70% 55%


BV104 % respondents satisfied with local bus services 70% 56%
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The Bus Network


Demographic and Geographic Context


The Isle of Wight’s demographic and geographic context is particularly important to
the development of this Bus Strategy. By the nature of its Island location, the
operation and development of bus services is different to that found elsewhere in
the south east region. The Solent ensures that, for example, a higher number of
visitors make use of the islands public transport system than equivalent holiday
destinations on the mainland, but it also prevents competition for services
developing from nearby operators. As always the “Island Factor” has its plusses
and minuses. 


The Island comprises large rural and semi-rural areas with a number of villages, small towns and


established urban areas. It has a total resident population of 133,719 (2001 census) and its main


local centres are Cowes, Newport, Ryde, Sandown, Shanklin and Ventnor.


With its mix of urban areas mainly on the coast and low density populations in its rural areas the


local bus network needs careful coordination to ensure all needs are met. The Islands compact


nature offers the opportunity for higher frequency bus services to operate, particularly on key links


between the main towns. In recent years the availability of Rural Bus Grant and Rural Bus


Challenge funding has enabled many rural areas on the Island to sustain basic levels of service, but


clearly much could be done to enhance this level of provision.


In its demographics the uniqueness of the Island and the impact that has on the provision of bus


services is brought into focus. Many of these factors influence and lead to high levels of social


exclusion for residents of the Island. In national rankings the Isle of Wight is ranked 126th (2004)


most socially excluded out 354 local authority areas, but within this figure there are great variations


and there is considerable multiple deprivation in particular wards. 


These factors combine to create an area that would traditionally be seen as likely to be a good


market for public transport and specifically local bus operations, because of relatively low incomes,


high unemployment, seasonal patterns and an elderly population. However this assumes only a


social welfare role for public transport, yet local bus services also have an increasingly important


role in offering a solution to increasing traffic levels and congestion. It is therefore essential to plan


for the enhancement of both rural and urban networks through the framework of a Bus Strategy. 


Historic Context


Public Transport in the form of horse drawn coaches had existed between the main
Island towns since the early 19th Century but it was not until after the end of the
First World War that motor services began to flourish. Dodson & Campbell Ltd
commenced bus operations between Newport, Cowes and East Cowes in 1921 and
rapidly expanded their route network adopting the fleet name ‘Vectis’ in 1922. 


In 1923 the Southern Railway, which had been created as one of the ‘Big Four’ rail companies by


the 1921 Railways Act, took control of the majority of the railways in Southern England including the


Island railway system. They were concerned with the general trend of more passengers choosing to


travel by bus rather than rail and therefore set about acquiring a number of bus companies and in


1929, combining it’s own name with that of the ‘Vectis’ bus fleet , registered the name  ‘Southern


Vectis Omnibus Company Limited’ and bought the 42 vehicle ‘Vectis’ business. This business was


subsequently sold on to the Tilling Group.


The Southern Railway had introduced ‘Runabout’ tickets to encourage travel across the Island


network of rail services and these were continued by British Railways until the closure of the Cowes


and Ventnor lines in 1966 rendered them superfluous, however from the summer of that year


Southern Vectis made available a ‘Rover’ ticket covering all their bus services and the Ryde to


Shanklin railway line. 


Southern Vectis opened its first bus station at Shanklin in 1956 followed by Newport  in 1962 and


Ryde in 1974. 


C.
C.1


C.2
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C.3


After periods of state control under first the British Transport Commission, then the Transport


Holding Company and finally the National Bus Company, Southern Vectis was eventually returned to


private ownership on the 7th October 1986.


In June 2005, the Southern Vectis bus business was acquired by the Go-Ahead Group, a nationwide


company with existing bus operations distributed from the North East of England to London and on


the South Coast. The early indications are that the Group will want to fundamentally revise routes


and frequencies of bus services on the Island. It is recognised that the Council’s Bus Strategy will


need to evolve as the Go Ahead Group’s strategy for the Island itself unfolds.


A number of other smaller local operators have provided bus services on the Island over the years,


most recently as a consequence of the deregulation of the bus industry in 1986, but none has


developed or sustained a significant market share and Southern Vectis has remained the dominant


provider of Island bus services.


The Current Bus Network


Southern Vectis, as the main bus operator on the Island, provides the majority of both
the commercial and financially supported network of local bus services on the Isle of
Wight. Southern Vectis has, since acquisition, stepped up its investment in new
vehicles substantially, with the result that the fleet age profile is now getting closer to
the Government target of 8 years for local bus services. Their fleet continues to
contain a significant number of double deckers reflecting the need to accommodate
high summer loadings and meet schools demand, and which has also ensured excess
capacity has been available to meet increased demand through, for example,  off peak
service promotions. The Go Ahead Group has however shifted its emphasis to seeking
to provide higher frequency, but lower seating capacity operations on key commercial
corridors. This change of emphasis has begun to be rolled out from April 2006.


Southern Vectis carried over 5.6 million passengers in 2005, with approximately 20% of these


qualifying for half-fare concessions. This represents 97% of all Isle of Wight bus trips. The level of


concessionary travel reflects the demographics of the Island but also the “social welfare” role that


bus services on the Island are expected to play. However the Island has seen a decline in bus trips


per capita over the 1986 – 1996 period, with over 30% reduction according to DETR Stats 100A data. 


Wightbus, which is the Council’s in-house fleet of buses and coaches, also provides a small number


of commercially viable local bus services to complement its substantial schools service operation.


Southern Vectis have for some years provided frequent services into and out of the main towns such


as Newport, Ryde, Cowes, East Cowes, Sandown and Shanklin, although buses have only served


some of the less populated parts of the Island once every two hours. It is estimated that


approximately 80% of the Island population has had access to half hourly or more frequent service.


The Go Ahead Group strategy for the Island however appears to envisage even higher frequencies


(up to 8 buses an hour) on key commercial corridors, with some service level improvements on


secondary routes. It is not yet clear, whether in the currency of this Bus Strategy, a greater


percentage of the Island’s population will have access to an half hourly or more frequent service.


Whilst around 80% of the current network has been commercially provided by Southern Vectis, the


remaining 20% of timings have been regarded as “socially necessary” services that have been


funded, following competitive tendering, either by the Isle of Wight Council directly or through


application of Rural Bus Service Grant or Rural Bus Challenge funding. 


Since deregulation, and until the acquisition of Southern Vectis by the Go Ahead Group, commercial


bus services can be generally have been characterised as follows (with some exceptions):


• Daily Services From 0700 until 1900 on principal inter-urban corridors 
in the North and East of the Island


• Evening Services In the North of the Island  (Cowes – Newport – East Cowes – Ryde)


• Summer Seasonal Open top bus services


• ‘Nightclubber’ services Friday and Saturday nights 
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C.4


Non commercial services can be generally characterised as follows (with some exceptions)


• Evening services On most Island routes other than in the North of 
the Island


• Virtually all Sunday services Outside of the North and East of the Island


• Deep Rural Services For remote villages away from inter-urban routes


• Most town services


Care has been taken by the Council, when inviting tenders for non-commercial services, to add to the


base commercial network by seeking to extend the times and days of operation on existing routes


rather than by creating a different network that may be confusing to potential users. There is a core


non-commercial network, well used by passengers, but not to such an extent that there is


commercial viability, that has been provided since 1986. This core network of non-commercial


services has been subsequently supplemented by further services funded by Rural Bus Service Grant.


The Council also submitted successful bids for Rural Bus Challenge funding to provide


experimental Demand Responsive Services on two routes on the Island and which commenced in


Spring 2004. Current patronage of these services  leaves them some way from commercial viability.


The core network on the Island, both commercial and non-commercial, over the past few years has


been very similar both winter and summer with the exception of the addition of summer seasonal


open top bus services largely to satisfy the tourist market. It remains to be seen whether seasonality


will become an increasingly important commercial consideration for the Go Ahead Group.


Another key feature of the Island network has been that the majority of scholars who are eligible for


a term ticket to and from school have been provided with a term ticket for travel on registered bus


services operated by Southern Vectis. The revenue to the operator from scholars term tickets has


helped keep what may have been marginal or non-commercial timings on some corridors


commercial, with the added advantage that these services also been available for use by workers


and shoppers as well. 


The Island has to date only had a very limited night network, geared around the requirements of


younger people attending night clubs on Friday and Saturday nights. An aspiration of the Council


has been to improve the days of operation and frequency of night buses on key corridors.  It seems


likely that the Go Ahead Group may pilot some trials of additional night services on a commercial


basis on some principal routes.


Southern Vectis remains committed to replacing its fleet with low floor vehicles over the next few


years. The Council is working closely with  Southern Vectis to ensure that kerbs at bus stops on


routes served by low floor vehicles are built to an appropriate height, and that any traffic calming


measures on these routes are low floor bus friendly.


Fares and Ticketing 


Isle of Wight bus fares are perceived locally as being high although
further research is required to confirm the actual position. 


In most bus markets there is a relationship between fare levels, competition and


patronage, where high fares are often matched by low patronage and lack of


competition. On the Isle of Wight there is little or no competition to Southern Vectis


other than the car.  Both local residents and visitors can enjoy significant bus travel


discounts through purchase of Rover Tickets, but occasional bus users perception


is of high single fares. It should be noted that the tourism market is shrinking as


increasingly visitors are bringing their cars onto the Island as ferry operators


compete to offer attractive fares and car ownership generally increases.


The Council provides fares concessions as required by statute for Senior Citizens


and people with a Disability through the Islander card scheme. However, the


Council has sought to stimulate bus patronage further by providing concessions


for young people aged 14-18 and by enabling half fare concessions on the local
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Island Line rail service. The Council has historically also provided relaxations, beyond statutory


requirement, in terms of hours of availability.


The Council has piloted, with success, the Youth Mover scheme that provides free travel to students


aged 14-18 after 5pm. This scheme has been recently re-promoted at Island High Schools and


represents excellent value for money. Free travel after 5pm, for a year, can be purchased for a


payment of  a nominal fee.


Whilst Southern Vectis provide at their commercial discretion, a network ticket scheme (Rover


Ticket) which is valid on their own bus services, the acceptance of Rover Tickets on other operators


services is inhibited by there being no guarantee of equitable recompense to the other operators for


any such acceptance. It is seen as desirable, and to complement this Bus Strategy, that there be an


Islandwide network ticket scheme that any operator could participate in as a matter of right, and


that the right to participate should extend an expectation of equitable recompense from sales of


network tickets on the basis of the proportion of journeys undertaken on that operators services.


Such a network scheme could either be based upon the existing Rover Ticket scheme or set up as a


new scheme. Any such scheme may also benefit from management by a third party.
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D.3.1


D.


D.2


D.3


D.1


The Aim and Objectives of 


The Strategy


The Aim


The aim of the Bus Strategy is that as a consequence of understanding : 


• the local demographic and geographic context
• the local market for bus services
• the needs of users and potential users
• the legislative framework
• the aspirations of operators
• the opportunities provided by new technology
• the locations and causes of congestion


opportunities to develop the bus network, its co-ordination with other modes and its cost to users,


can be fully exploited in order to encourage significantly greater use of buses and achieve


incremental modal shift away from cars on the Isle of Wight.


Three Overarching Objectives 
of The Bus Strategy


The first over-arching objective is to increase the number of passenger journeys
made on buses and other public transport modes, in order to achieve incremental
modal shift away from the car


The second over-arching objective is that the bus should form part of a co-ordinated public


transport network and should link effectively with connecting rail and maritime services.


The third over-arching objective is to provide and promote provision of affordable bus travel.


Twelve Supportive Action Areas


First  Action Area


To support the first over-arching objective, the overall network of services available on the Isle of


Wight should be sufficiently comprehensive in order to cater for the needs of the following groups of


people (not in order of priority):


• People completely lacking access to private means of transport.


• People without access to private means of transport some of the time due to,
for instance, the family car being in use elsewhere.


• People unable to make use of private means of transport such as the young,
the elderly and those with a disability.


• Those choosing to use public transport in preference to private means


• Those whom we need to persuade to use public transport in preference to
private means.
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The three key drivers to much current public transport policy are:


• Addressing social exclusion. The availability of good transport is often key to
people accessing opportunities for work, healthcare and learning. The rural
nature of much of the Isle of Wight adds to the potential for social exclusion to
occur.


• Environmental concerns.  Public transport, and principally the bus, will have
to take a principal role in attracting modal shift away from car use, and the
Council would wish to see that operators ensure, in their vehicle replacement
programmes, that new buses for use on the Isle of Wight are equipped with
environmentally efficient engines.


• Regeneration. Attractive public transport facilities can play an important role
in helping secure economic regeneration – for example a high quality bus
network is likely to be one of many considerations leading to decisions on
inward investment.


Defining a “sufficiently comprehensive” network of bus services is a key factor in meeting the


Council’s network objectives, mindful that the network is always liable to change according to the


commercial pressures affecting operators.


The Isle of Wight Council has established a reputation for strong and cost effective support for


public transport support in its area. A major part of this has been through its efforts to sustain a


relatively high level of service in an essentially rural operating environment, and that the financial


support provided has been used to complement the commercial network in a way that meets local


needs.


A substantial budget is allocated for non-commercial services to supplement the commercial


network in order to achieve an acceptable level of overall provision. However, as tender prices


increase above general inflation (as identified by the Association of Transport Co-ordinating Officers


Price, Competition and Expenditure Survey 2004) it has becoming increasingly difficult for the


Council to maintain existing levels of service within the same budget.


Decision making in respect of support for non-commercial services has been mindful of a range of


factors, but due to the relative stability of the commercial network, it had generally in the past been


a primary consideration that continuing support be given for non-commercial bus services that


have demonstrated sufficient patronage over the previous years of financial support. The


opportunity to fund services that are new or innovative has largely been dictated by the availability


of external funding whether through Rural Bus Service Grant or Rural Bus Challenge.


Given the constant financial pressures, the Council in 2006 adopted a more rigorous and


transparent approach to identifying where and to what level it will apply its non-commercial bus


service budget. This has entailed the establishment of an hierarchic ranking system – a “Local Bus


Service Performance Management Framework” , where factors such as:


• Subsidy per passenger journey;


• Number of passengers per subsidised journey;


• The availability of alternative public transport services;


• Indices of multiple deprivation within wards served by a route;


• Journey purpose – including employment, education, health and access 
to shops;


are assessed in respect of every subsidised service in order to ensure that the Council most


effectively utilises available funds.


With the accessibility agenda in mind, the Council will also wish to be increasingly mindful of


maximum walking distances to bus stops for the majority of the local populace and may additionally


wish to set targets for a minimum frequency of bus service provision available for a high proportion


of residents.
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D.3.3


Second Action Area


To support the second action area, that of network co-ordination, the Council must encourage bus


and other public transport operators to optimise opportunities for passengers to benefit from


seamless inter-modal travel.


This can be in the form of co-ordinated timetabling or through-ticketing opportunities. 


As an Island community, there are unique cross-modal challenges and opportunities to address.


These include:


• Ferry – Bus;


• Ferry – Rail;


• Rail – Bus;


• Bus – Bus;


• Park and Ride – Rail;


• Park and Ride – Bus;


• Park and Ride – Ferry.


There have been a number of excellent working examples of network co-ordination set in place


already on the Isle of Wight:


• The long established commercial bus service provided by Southern Vectis that
links Newport with the Red Funnel fast catamaran to Southampton at Cowes,
and recently (2004) the Council.


• The Rail Link bus service, part funded by the Council, Island Line and others
connecting the Ventnor area with the Island Line railhead at Shanklin and
which has very quickly established a broad base of regular passengers
throughout the day. 


• The connection between the Wightlink fast catamaran service and Island Line
trains at Ryde Pier Head.


• Park and Ride bus connections to the ferry at Cowes provided by Southern
Vectis.


• Park and Ride facilities at Ryde St Johns Rail Station.


• Park and Ride bus connections provided by Wightbus during Cowes Week.


• Park and Ride bus facilities provided by Southern Vectis to the annual Music
Festivals held on the Island and which attract up to 30,000 attendees.


There is much more that can be achieved in terms of inter-modal network co-ordination at


locations such as Yarmouth and East Cowes, and indeed at other Island Line rail stations and


between buses at bus interchange points


Availability of through ticketing between modes is highly desirable and a useful start has been made


on the new Rail Link service where tickets issued from any station in the national rail network can


be issued to any point on the Rail Link bus route between Shanklin and Ventnor. This through


ticketing also includes the ferry crossing upon Wightlink Ferries service between Ryde and


Portsmouth. The Council’s desire to see through ticketing initiatives rolled out further in the Island’s


bus network have been met by the Go Ahead Group as a consequence of its acquisition of Southern


Vectis


Third Action Area


The Council will, during the lifetime of this Bus Strategy, utilise the opportunities provided by the


current legislation for the development of Quality Bus Partnerships (QBP’s) with operators. The


Council believes that initially a key route corridor approach would be appropriate to pursue. An


explanation of the concept of QBP’s is provided as Appendix A to this Strategy. The principal


D.3.2
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D.3.4


corridors that the Council would wish to initially examine, in partnership with Southern Vectis, as


the subject of QBP’s, would include:


• Cowes – Newport;


• Sandown/ Shanklin – Newport;


• Ryde –Newport;


• East Cowes – Newport;


it is worth considering in due course, that an island-wide network of QBP’s might be set up. It may


be prudent initially, however, for prospective QBP partners to develop an understanding of the full


implications of their respective commitments through experience of an initial corridor QBP or


QBP’s, rather than through a single island-wide QBP.


Amongst the contributions that the Council can make to QBP’s can be in developing and providing


bus priority measures that will give advantages to buses over other road users, and in providing


quality bus waiting facilities and kerb heights suitable for low floor vehicles. The latter two points


are covered in sixth action area.


Operators see bus priority measures as critical to their ability to compete with the car and to


operate services on time. A range of schemes have been identified by the Council in consultation


with Southern Vectis, and a number have been introduced. These include the bus and taxi


contraflow lanes in central Newport and the bus “gate” at Mayfield Road in Ryde.


The Council has also enabled Southern Vectis buses to be fitted with transponders that trigger


green lights at a number of key traffic light junctions. 


The Council will wish to build on this useful start and develop further priority measures as part of a


roll-out of QBP’s.


D.3.4 Fourth Action Area


Encouraging the provision of affordable public transport on the Isle of Wight is an action area that


supports the third overarching objective.  Whilst it is recognised that the Transport Act 1985


empowered bus operators to determine fares levels upon their commercially provided services,


there is still much that can be achieved, firstly through commitment by the operators to affordable


fares, secondly through commitment by the Council to concessionary fares support, thirdly, through


partnership working with the Council and operators to participate in an Island-wide network ticket


scheme and fourth to examine the potential for the use of smartcard technology. Adoption of such a


fares strategy would have the result of encouraging increased patronage of public transport and


thereby would support the objectives of the Local Transport Plan and the Bus Strategy. These then


are the essential components of a fares strategy for the Isle of Wight:


• Affordable commercial fares levels;


• Concessionary fares;


• Network ticket availability;


• Smartcards.


The Council will seek to encourage local bus operators to adopt a commercial fares structure that


is attractive to existing and potential new passengers. This could take the form for instance, of the


adoption of a much simplified fares structure along the lines of a single local fare for all bus


journeys. The Council is committed to initiating a £1 flat fare on the Isle of Wight. This type of fares


structure has driven patronage up in a number of locations in the UK, most notably Brighton, and it


could be anticipated that the effect would be similar on the Isle of Wight. Of concern to operators,


however, would be that there might be an initial shortfall in income generated by such a fares


structure to meet the costs of providing the services upon which the scheme was available. 
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A second strand to a local fares strategy for the Island would be the commitment by the Council to


the ongoing funding of local concessionary fares schemes that exceed the minimum legislative


requirement. The Council currently funds two concessionary fares schemes:


• The Islander Card scheme.This scheme for many years provided
half fares (subject to time restrictions) for people aged 60+, and for
people with a handicap (without a time restriction) and for young
people aged 14 and 15 (subject to time restrictions) This scheme
exceeded the legislative minimum requirement in three respects –
firstly in that the time restrictions were less onerous than set out in
the legislation, secondly that the availability of the scheme was
extended to the Island Line rail service between Shanklin and Ryde,
and thirdly that it included young people aged 14-15 for whom no
provision at all is made in the concessionary fares legislation. 
The introduction of mandatory free fares on buses for people aged
over 60 and for people with a handicap has caused the Council to
positively re-examine the opportunities for scheme enhancements
and extensions beyond the statutory minimum criteria.


• The Youth Mover scheme. This scheme offers free travel after 
5pm (subject to some date restrictions) and half fare travel at
other times (subject to time and date restrictions) for young people
aged 14-18. This is a wholly discretional concession on the part of
the Council as the legislation does not make any demands upon
local authorities for schemes to include young people.


Local age demographics, with a relatively high percentage of older people resident locally, indicate


the great potential value of the free fare scheme to the Island, which value is reflected in the actual


take up and usage of it. 


The third strand for an Isle of Wight fares strategy is full network ticket inter-availability among all


operators of local bus and train services on the Isle of Wight.


The market for provision of local bus services on the Isle of Wight is both historically and currently


dominated by a single operator, Southern Vectis. Their long established and commercially provided


Rover Ticket scheme encourages not only local regular bus users, but also visitors to the Island, to


use Southern Vectis services and offers these users a discounted rate rewarding frequent travel.


However, a by-product of the Rover Ticket scheme being the only network ticket scheme available


on the Isle of Wight is that it can act as a powerful tool in deterring entrance to the market for the


supply of bus services on the Island. For operators other than Southern Vectis to participate in the


scheme, and to receive equitable financial recompense in exchange for accepting Rover Tickets on


their services, they must have the agreement of Southern Vectis, who will determine how much, if


any at all, that level of recompense should be.


The Council, using powers under the Transport Act, can seek to work in partnership with all


providers of local bus and rail services on the Island to set up a new and independently


administered and managed network ticket scheme for the Island. This scheme would guarantee a


right of participation to all prospective operators and would also seek to ensure a guarantee of


equitable recompense for accepting passengers with new scheme tickets. It is recognised that


there are some very significant issues to be addressed, not least the ensuring of a fair allocation of


revenues from potentially complicated arrangements. 


Introduction of a new network ticket scheme in no way precludes Southern Vectis from continuing


to offer their own Rover Ticket as a commercial scheme, but Southern Vectis would also be obliged


to participate in the new scheme and accept for travel bearers of the new scheme’s tickets.


Although the Act does not satisfactorily cover the inclusion of a local rail operator into such a


scheme, the value of inter-modal ticket inter-availability in the local context should nevertheless


encourage all parties to establish a framework that enables it to happen.
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The fourth strand of a fares strategy looks to the evolution of smartcard technology. Within the life


of this bus strategy It should prove possible to introduce smartcard technology to bus services on


the Isle of Wight. There are potential benefits to users, operators and the Council. For users this


will overcome the need to find cash. For operators it will reduce the need to count cash, it will cut


loading times, reduce fraud and provide valuable passenger intelligence. for local authorities. It can


provide valuable information in respect of use of supported services and the take-up of fares


concessions. It would require a partnership approach to bring a smartcard scheme into being on


the Island and the Council would wish to give full encouragement and assistance to any operator


wishing to bring a smartcard scheme to fruition on the Isle of Wight.


Fifth Action Area


Interchange can be defined as the process by which customers move between journeys within one


mode of public transport, or between one mode of public transport and another public or private


mode either at the start or ending points of a journey on the public transport network. Easy


interchange can therefore give the public transport user the opportunity to access a wider public


transport network than would otherwise have been possible, and hence allows more journey


opportunities and wider journey horizons.


As employment, leisure and retail facilities relocate to edge of town or out of town locations,


effective interchange at interchange hubs increase in importance.


The physical effort in walking, waiting or carrying to effect an interchange can be perceived as a


deterrent to use of public transport. The mental effort involved in planning and monitoring the


progress of a journey via an interchange and the emotional effort in terms of worries as to whether


a journey will be successfully completed also stand as impediments.


There may also be a fares penalty if a journey has to be made where there is not a single through


fare for the whole journey.


The Council sees the following as contributing to enhancing interchange:


• Availability of printed timetables and the use of Traveline to enable
pre-planning of journeys;


• Good quality waiting facilities, staff presence, real time information
and CCTV at interchanges;


• Good signage to facilities and bus arrival and departure points;


• Good access for mobility impaired.


Current projects with which the Council have involvement include the new Ryde Interchange and the


redevelopment of the Newport bus station site. The Council will seek to ensure that the potential


barriers to interchange enhancement are minimised at these and any future interchange development.
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Draft Ryde Interchange proposal for full details see www.projectryde.org







18 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - A: Bus Strategy


S
ch


o
o


l 
T


ra
ve


l 
P


la
n


s
B


u
s 


S
tr


a
te


g
y


Sixth Action Area


The sixth action area is to provide and maintain high quality waiting facilities at bus stops. The bus


stop environment should provide shelter from the elements, seating, lighting, bus departure time


and operator information as well as contact  details for the Traveline public transport information


service. The Council will work with Southern Vectis to ensure that at all bus stops on the Island the


unique SMS location code is shown. Customers at any stop can text this unique location code and


receive by return the next timed departures from that stop. 


Where there has been vandalism at bus stops it should be speedily and effectively dealt with


through prompt maintenance.


Kerb heights should be raised at bus stops to enable those with a mobility difficulty, or who travel in


a wheelchair, to be able to board low floor buses via  a ramp. This also assists parents with buggies


or people with shopping trolleys to access the network without impediment.


Seventh Action Area


There is recognition that the demographics of the Island make the seventh objective, that of


improving vehicle accessibility, a high priority. The recent introduction of low-floor buses by


Southern Vectis and by Wightbus represents a significant advance in improving mobility for local


residents and visitors.


The long term impact of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) and new Construction and Use


Regulations can be more readily assessed as the overall proportion of mobility compliant buses


operated on the Island increases.


The Council will encourage operators in their replacement of vehicles to ensure that the opportunity


is taken to introduce DDA compliant buses.


The Council can also consider giving preference to tenderers for provision of non-commercial bus


services who undertake to supply low-floor DDA compliant vehicles to undertake the contract


Eighth Action Area


The eighth action area is that all opportunities for developing Park and Ride services on the Island


should be fully examined. 


The Council has, since 1985, been providing a very successful park and ride scheme at Cowes


during the Cowes Week yachting festival with almost 22,000 car passengers making use of the free


park and ride service during that week in 2004.


The Council has also recently partnered Southern Vectis in the establishment of a year round park and


ride facility outside Cowes that is served by buses operating on the busy Newport to Cowes corridor.


Whilst usage of the facility has initially been light it has subsequently increased to an encouraging level.


Park and ride facilities have been established at three Island Line rail stations. The facility at Ryde


St John’s Station is now used close to its capacity, whilst those at Shanklin and Sandown stations


still offer spare capacity.


The annual music festivals held annually near Newport, and which attract attendances at around


the 30,000 level, have in part evolved successfully because of the effective park and ride schemes


that have been encouraged by the Council and have been provided by Southern Vectis. As the Island


seeks to enhance its image and potential for the hosting of major events, plainly the availability and


effective delivery of park and ride schemes in conjunction with them, will be important components


in ensuring their success


Ninth Action Area


The ninth action area is to encourage, through School Travel Plans, the use of more


sustainable and safer modes of travel by students. Amongst other sustainable modes, the


bus can have a valuable role in contributing to overall bus use targets with the possibility of


reducing private car congestion in the vicinity of schools and thereby potentially making a


positive contribution to child safety.


D.3.9
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D.3.10 Tenth Action Area


The tenth action area is to encourage the registration as local bus services, so far as is practicable,


of services that are engaged to convey children from home to school so that they can form part of


the registered local bus network and therefore be available to use by members of the general


public. Whilst this is most likely to be achievable where services are commissioned on behalf of


students with a statutory entitlement to transport, efforts should be made to encourage the use of


public transport by students who have no statutory entitlement either by providing some or all of


them with a discretional concession for travel that will encourage use of public transport.


It has been the Council’s policy over a number of years to purchase term tickets from Southern


Vectis (for broadly two thirds of all the qualifying students) to help financially underpin commercial


provision of the rural and inter-urban bus network. The Council’s current approach has been


demonstrated to provide cost effective home to school transport as highlighted in the Department


for Education and Skills Home to School Transport Survey dated February 2004 that demonstrated


that the Isle of Wight enjoyed the lowest cost per pupil for transport to mainstream schools of any


county in England in 2001/02.


The staggering of school hours so as to provide a cascade of bus service provision at a variety of


school start and finish times can not only ensure effective use of vehicle resources but also will


contribute to thinning congestion at school peaks. The Council will liaise with school headteachers


and governors to promote the benefits of travel to school by public transport.


The combined benefits of cost effective home to school transport whilst helping to support the


Island bus network provide a synergic system that should not only continue to be exploited locally


but also could stand as a model for other authorities to investigate and implement


Eleventh Action Area


The eleventh action area is to encourage, through Workplace Travel Plans (WTP’s), the use of more


sustainable modes of travel by employees travelling to and from work. Whilst some useful research


work has been undertaken locally with bus operators and major employers to understand patterns


of demand, there is still much to do before there is a significant migration of workers from the car


to more sustainable modes. It may be that encouragement can be given to employees through the


provision of discounted bus tickets, the discount perhaps being underwritten by the employer as an


incentive to modal shift and in reducing demand for parking space at their premises. The


commitment of bus operators to support WTP’s through appropriate levels of service provision is


also essential.


Twelfth Action Area


Personal safety and security is the twelfth action area.  A perception of good personal safety is an


essential element in promoting an attractive public transport system that can contribute to modal


shift. Equally importantly, for those people who have no alternative to public transport, concerns


over safety whilst travelling can reinforce social inclusion by limiting travel opportunities.


At the bus stop, the perception of safety can be addressed by a variety of means such as high


quality infrastructure, rigorous maintenance, real time information, lighting, telephones and CCTV.


On-vehicle, of prime importance will be the attitude of staff and their ability to minimise sources of


conflict and to deal with any circumstances that arise. It is therefore important that operators have


a published safety policy backed up by a customer care training programme for drivers that


includes safety aspects. Vehicle quality will also contribute to a positive journey experience, as will


the availability of CCTV on-bus.


Promoting and ensuring good behaviour on school buses is a key activity of the Council in terms of


delivering a safe and high quality transport service for pupils and other road users.


D.3.11
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Research and Consultation


Research


The Isle of Wight Council will have prepared the final Bus Strategy having undertaken
extensive desk-top research and liaison with colleagues in other local authorities.


Consultation


The key methodology that was employed to engage key stakeholders within the
process was consultation.


Consultation  has been undertaken on an individual and group basis, in stages. Initial interviews


and brainstorming sessions with the Council’s own technical staff resulted in the identification of a


number of key issues for consideration and further research, which key issues formed the basis of


the Draft Strategy that was issued for consultation purposes in August 2005


The Draft Strategy was offered to consultees for challenge, for identification of additional  related


issues, and to identify opportunities for innovative action. 


Consultation  was undertaken with the following:


• Councillors


• Government Office for the South East


• The Traffic Commissioner for the Western Traffic Area


• IOW Bus Users Group


• Quality Transport Partnership


• Isle of Wight Association of Parish & Town Councils


• Bus and Coach Operators


• Community Groups


• Isle of Wight Tourism


• Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce


• The General Public (through local libraries and on www.iwight.com)


Results of the Consultation


Consultee responses covered a wide range of issues which included:


• Improving frequencies and days of operation of services;


• Fares;


• Access to Services;


• Bus Stops and Shelters;


• Network Ticketing;


• Quality Bus Partnerships;


• Ryde Interchange;


• Park and Ride;


• Bus Priority Measures;


• Inter-Modal Connectivity;


E.
E.1


E.2


E.3
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F. Targets and Monitoring


The Local Transport Plan 2006-11 details three Indicators in respect of buses for
which it is mandatory for the Council to set targets. These indicators are in respect of:


• Bus Patronage;


• Bus Punctuality;


• Satisfaction with Local Bus Services.


These will form the three principal target areas for the Council.


Bus Patronage


This is a Best Value indicator (BV102) which requires the Council to report the
number of bus passenger journeys made on the Isle of Wight annually. In common
with most parts of the country outside London, the Isle of Wight has experienced
long term decline in bus passenger numbers.


The target that has been set by the Council is:


• By 2010-11, to achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys based on
2003-04 levels.


The table below sets out the annual targets.


Year Actual Target Annual
Passengers Passengers % Increase


2003-04 5,774,000 n/a n/a


2004-05 5,783,000 n/a 0.2


2005-06 n/a 5,980,000 3.6


2006-07 n/a 6,129,000 2.5


2007-08 n/a 6,282,000 2.5


2008-09 n/a 6,345,000 1.0


2009-10 n/a 6,408,000 1.0


2010-11 n/a 6,472,000 1.0


Numbers of passengers recorded against the target will be actual numbers as supplied by


operators.


F.2


Full consideration has been given to all the responses received and as a consequence many


sections of the Bus Strategy have been revised from the original draft. The consultation responses


have assisted in defining the Aim, the Over-Arching Objectives, the Action Areas and therefore the


Targets and Action Plan.


Sincere thanks are offered by the Council to all of the consultees who have offered their valuable


insights within their responses.
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Bus Punctuality


This is a new mandatory indicator for the Council. Baseline data is being collected
during 2005-06.


The target that has been set by the Council is:


• To achieve 90% bus punctuality by 2014-15.


There is no historic data upon which to build a trajectory for growth to the target. Using as a


baseline the data collected during 2005-06, an even annual growth to the target will be plotted.


The 90% target set reflects the “satisfactory” target from the LTP Guidance.


The detailed definition relating to this Indicator is “The percentage of scheduled bus services on the


Isle of Wight departing timing points within the window of 1 minute early to 5 minutes late, as a


proportion of all services surveyed”.


To monitor services, the Council and Southern Vectis have provisionally selected 25 monitoring


points across the Island. These points have been selected to give a good representative sample of


rural/urban locations and a mixture of start, intermediate and non-timing points.


Monitoring will be by manual surveys undertaken by the Council in conjunction with the bus


company over a period of 2 months in the summer and 2 months in the winter period. Results will


be monitored for all operators providing services at these locations during these periods.


Satisfaction with Local Bus Services


This is a Best Value Indicator (BV 104) which requires the Council to report the
percentage of people satisfied with local bus services.


The target that has been set by the Council is:


• By 2009-10, to increase to 65% the percentage of people who are satisfied
with local bus services on the Isle of Wight.


This indicator is monitored tri-annually as part of wider Best Value satisfaction surveys. The surveys


are carried out in accordance with BV Guidelines. 


The baseline figure in 2000-01 was 46% satisfaction, but by 2003-04 the figure had risen to 56%.


The target seeks to raise to at least 58% the satisfaction level when monitoring is undertaken in


2006-07 and up to at least 65% by the monitoring undertaken in 2009 -10.
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Action Plan


The Action Plan seeks to achieve the following:


• To deliver the Targets for: 


• Bus Patronage;


• Bus Punctuality;


• Satisfaction with Local Bus Services.


• To support the Three Over-Arching Objectives of this Bus Strategy in 
respect of:


• Increasing Modal Shift away from the car;


• Public Transport Co-Ordination ;


• Affordable Fares.


The Action Plan has also to relate and interface with LTP objectives :


• To increase accessibility for all;


• To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity;


• To make Island roads safer;


• To improve local air quality and the environment;


• To tackle congestion;


• To ensure effective management of the highway network;


• To achieve value for money solutions.


Twelve Action Areas have been identified that will assist in the delivery of the Targets and of the Bus


Strategy and LTP Objectives. These are:


• Maintenance of a sufficiently comprehensive bus network;


• Developing seamless inter-modality;


• Quality Bus partnerships;


• Provide affordable fares;


• Easy Interchange;


• Improving bus waiting facilities;


• Accessibility for all;


• Development of Park and Ride;


• Develop School Travel Plans;


• Registration of school services; 


• Develop Workplace Travel Plans;


• Improve personal safety.


G.
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Achievement within Action Areas can help towards delivery of either individual or multiple Targets


and Objectives.


Within these twelve Action Areas the Principal actions by which the Council can deliver these


Targets and Objectives within this Bus Strategy term will be:


• Development of a local transport environment that provides encouragement
for operators to grow the commercial bus network in terms of frequencies,
coverage, cost, quality and accessibility.


• Develop a Quality Bus Partnership approach on key corridors initially with
Southern Vectis.


• Continuing financial support for non-commercial elements of the local bus
network.


• Efficient targeting of funding available through use of the Local Bus Service
Performance Management Framework.


• Encouraging provision by public transport operators of inter-modal through
ticketing.


• Improving inter-modal connectivity through encouraging a co-ordinated
approach to timetabling and scheduling.


• Improving affordability through enhancements to concessionary fares
schemes for over 60’s, young people and people with a disability.


• To introduce a £1 flat fare scheme.


• Develop an all-operator network ticket scheme.


• Seek, in partnership with bus operators and others, to utilise Smartcard
technology on Island public transport.


• Complete the Ryde Interchange project as a modern efficient passenger
friendly gateway to the Island.


• Promote awareness of Traveline bus information.


• Raise kerb heights at bus stops to encourage use of low floor buses.


• Improve waiting facilities at bus stops.


• Increase the number of bus shelters provided.


• Maintain existing Park and Ride schemes and evaluate and implement
opportunities for new schemes where cost effective and desirable.


• Promote and assist a comprehensive scheme of School Travel Plans.


• Promote and assist the development of Workplace Travel Plans.


• With enforcement and public protection agencies, seek to reduce the fear and
incidence of crime on public transport.


Each of these actions can individually, or in concert with other actions, enable the Council  to meet


its overall Aim of encouraging modal shift away from the car. Many of the desired outcomes that


can emerge from the actions are deliverable only in part within the term of this Bus Strategy, but


incremental improvement via these actions will over a period of time provide the impetus for


delivery of the aim.


B
u


s 
S


tr
a


te
g


y







25 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - A: Bus Strategy


B
u


s 
S


tr
a


te
g


y


Conclusions


Will be drawn after the research is completed and the consultation responses have
been evaluated. 


It is a very significant challenge to the Isle of Wight, as it is to the rest of the
country, to arrest and reverse the decline in the use of public transport and to
therefore reduce use of cars.


There are significant opportunities in the term of this Bus Strategy to deliver that halt in decline of


use of the bus.


There is a strong opportunity to work, within the framework of Quality Bus Partnership, with the


principal bus operator to improve frequencies and to develop the commercial network.


Legislative change in respect of free concessionary fares, together with the Council’s own initiative


in respect of a £1 flat fare will yield affordable fares to all.


Engagement, through consultation, with our stakeholders will ensure that we are able to focus on


customer needs.


The next five years are as significant a challenge to the Council and to bus operators as there has


been since the deregulation of the bus industry in 1986, but there is much ground for optimism


within that term.


H.
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Quality Bus Partnerships


Explanation of Concept


The Reason for Partnerships


The conventional commercial bus product (or bus system) is not entirely within the
control of either the bus operator or the local authority. For example, the bus
operator does not control the public highway on which its buses operate. The local
authority cannot directly influence the vehicle component of the bus product, and
has only limited influence over the service level. 


Some operators and local authorities have sought to address their objectives independently. They


have had mixed levels of success using this approach. Each operator and authority has been limited


in what it can achieve independently. No one organisation controls the entire bus product, so each


can only address certain aspects of the bus product's development and improvement. 


QBPs provide a process by which actions can be taken to meet objectives that affect the whole bus


product. They exist to deliver solutions in such a way that each of the partners: 


• contributes to the delivery of solutions which aim to meet objectives - this
does not necessarily imply a direct financial contribution 


• co-ordinates their actions to maximise the benefit of those actions and/or
avoid wasteful duplication 


• exchanges information and understanding of factors affecting the bus
product, with a view to creating solutions which meet objectives, and
broadening the scope of the QBP. 


QBP Definition and Terminology


QBPs are: 


‘agreements (either formal or informal) between one or more local
authorities and one or more bus operators, for measures to be taken up 
by more than one party to enhance (mainly commercial) bus services, in a
defined area, to meet the strategic objectives of the partners’. 


The term QBP can be applied at three levels: 


• A tool - a QBP as a transport policy or business development tool. The tool 
can be applied in order to achieve objectives, or not applied if other tools meet
these objectives better. The tool cannot necessarily be applied to all bus
services. The tool will not necessarily meet all objectives. 


• A process - a QBP as a strategic framework, an ‘umbrella’ relationship between
partners. 


• A scheme - a QBP as a specific scheme or initiative which delivers
improvements to the bus product.


The QBP tool is a means to deliver strategic objectives. It is used to set up the QBP


process. The QBP process provides the framework by which QBP schemes are delivered.


QBP schemes deliver results that contribute to the meeting of strategic objectives.


2.


1.







27 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan  - A: Bus Strategy


B
u


s 
S


tr
a


te
g


y


5.


Appropriate Objectives


The QBP process provides a framework and mechanism to deliver the strategic
objectives of the partners. To be considered as part of the QBP process, these
objectives should fit one of three categories: 


• Common objective - an objective common to both partners. For example, 'to
improve bus services'.


• Converging objective - a sole objective of one partner, or group of partners,
which, in that objective being met, another partners seek to benefit. For
example, 'mode shift from car to bus' being achieved results in 'increased
patronage'.


• Trade-off objective - a sole objective of one partner, or group of partners, in
which that partner takes an action. That action allows another partner to act
in such a way to meet the first partner's objectives. For example, an operator
wants greater bus priority. The operator registers previously supported
services as commercial. The authority no longer has to finance the supported
services, and can now finance greater bus priority. 


A number of individual tools or techniques may be applied within the context of the QBP, in order to


meet objectives. The most common has been to increase the 'quality' of the bus product. However,


others may be considered. For example, improving the linkages between provision of the bus


product and land use planning may be considered within a QBP. 


Application


It is inherent in the definition of a QBP that more than one party should make a
contribution to meeting the objectives, within a spirit of partnership. For most
practical purposes this relationship of partnership can only be achieved between
the operator of commercial local bus services and the other parties. 


QBPs based primarily on secured services (referred to in Quality Bus Partnerships - a Survey and


Analysis as 'social partnerships') do not meet the full definition of a QBP. These arrangements are


'primarily contractual'. This guidance does not specifically provide advice on 'primarily contractual'


arrangements. Many aspects of the overarching ethos of QBPs can be applied to the relationship


between operators and local authorities. A 'Good Practice' Guide is available for procurement of


local bus services (Local Authority Procurement of Local Bus and Community Transport Services -


A Guide to Good Practice).


Relationship to the Local Transport Plan and Bus Strategy


Under the Transport Act 2000, local transport authorities have a statutory duty to
produce a Bus Strategy. This strategy document will provide a policy template for
making the best use of an authority's powers and duties in respect of buses. Bus
Strategies will form a core part of Local Transport Plans (LTPs). There is a
requirement on authorities to consult bus operators or their representatives with
regard to the bus strategy. 


The March 2000 Guidance on Full Local Transport Plans advises a stronger role for local authorities


in the bus sector. The role of filling the gaps in the market through supported services and the


operation of concessionary fares schemes should be augmented by authorities working in


partnership with operators to influence overall bus provision. 


3.


4.
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QBPs are relevant to LTPs and Bus Strategies in two regards: 


• The QBP process provides a suitable framework for consultation with operators,
involving operators fully in an authority’s strategic planning process. There is a
degree of overlap here with the LTP process.


• Where the QBP tool is likely to be used to implement portions of the Bus
Strategy/LTP, the strategic planning process needs to be common to both the
Bus Strategy/LTP and the QBP process.


If local authority Bus Strategies are to be successfully implemented they need to recognise and


build on the actions, plans and strategies of local bus operators. The most successful Bus


Strategies are therefore likely to be those that involve operators most closely. The framework that


underpins the QBP process provides suitable mechanisms for achieving this involvement. 


Strategic planning of the improvements, implemented as part of a QBP, is essential to a QBP


process in the medium to long term. Bus Strategies/LTPs require local authorities to produce


detailed five-year plans. Where the QBP tool is to be used to deliver portions of the Bus


Strategy/LTP, synergy is needed between plans in a Bus Strategy/LTP and plans to deliver


improvements as part of a QBP. The most effective means of achieving this synergy is to combine


the QBP strategic planning process into the Bus Strategy/LTP planning process.


For most local authorities the QBP process should be directly linked to the Bus Strategy and LTP. 


Local authorities' bus procurement strategies should relate to the Bus Strategy. Other aspects of


the LTP (such as policy on other modes and local area strategies) should also relate to the Bus


Strategy.
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This Bus Information Strategy builds on the framework already established in the
LTP and has been developed and shaped following consultation with
representatives of the general public, local public transport user groups and public
transport operators.  It sets the requirements under the Transport Act 2000, gives
an overview of the existing situation, how the strategy links to existing national and
local policies, establishes a development programme for the future and sets
targets for improvement. 


The Isle of Wight has one main bus operator who already produces very good bus travel


information.  It is intended that this strategy will help focus on how further improvements to the


range and quality of bus information can be made.  The targets it contains will help guide both


future investment and the actions required to ensure improvement.


This Strategy recognises the importance of comprehensive, high quality, readily available


information being available to regular, new or prospective customers in a variety of  formats


whether via electronic or hard copy.


Introduction


Background


The Isle of Wight is situated to the south of the cities of Portsmouth and
Southampton, with cross-Solent connections to the mainland from Yarmouth,
Cowes, East Cowes, Fishbourne and Ryde.


Our local roads are generally less trafficked than similar mainland areas; however the Island


remains a popular holiday destination and the population more than doubles during the summer


season, with the result that, in the summer months extra burden is placed on our roads and


transport infrastructure.


Information – Facts and Figures


• Land area 146 sq miles (38,014ha)


• Resident population 132,731 (2001 Census)


• Visitors to the Island 2.57million (2003)


• Staying visitors 1.3 million (2003)


• Total road network 492 miles (791.8 km)


• Principle Roads 76.0 miles (122.3 km)


• Other classified Roads 167.5 miles (269.6km)


The Isle of Wight is predominately rural in nature, with the principal town of Newport at its centre


and a number of peripheral towns around the coast.  The population of the Island’s main towns


based on the 2001 Census are as follows:


Newport 23,600 Shanklin 8,700


Ryde 24,000 Lake 5,000


Cowes 13,600 Ventnor 6,300


East Cowes 7,000 Bembridge 3,800


Sandown 6,500 West Wight 10,700


A.


B.
B.1


B.2
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Island Issues


There are some clear distinctions between the Isle of Wight and many other local
authorities.  Being an Island brings particular benefits and difficulties for both
internal and external transportation.  Whilst it is recognised that the Island has a
very good bus service by comparison to other similar rural areas, the rural nature
of the Island means that there will always be a reliance on the car for certain
journeys.  For the 30% of rural people who do not have access to a car during the
working day, the bus remains a lifeline to employment and essential services. 


Local Bus Services


The bus continues to struggle against competition from the car and national
surveys have shown that in real terms between 1984 and 2003 motoring costs have
reduced by 4.5% and local bus fares have risen by 36%.


The Island’s public transport providers face different and possibly unique challenges and the cost of


cross Solent travel can help encourage car free tourism, with the result that local services have to


address both all year and seasonal demands.  The 2001 census indicated that 3.9% of work related


journeys are undertaken by bus, compared by 8.03% nationally. The latest information – April


04/March 05 indicates some 5,558,710 journeys were made on buses on the Island.


The Island’s bus patronage is following the national trend and has experienced a gradual decline in


numbers over recent years.  In common with other tourist areas the Islands local bus operators


experience a regular fluctuation in demand throughout the year with, for example, the variation


between the number of passenger journeys in summer and winter being as much as 60% but the


level of timetabled service is no longer reduced by a similar level in the winter. 


Bus Travel Information


Introduction


National surveys have shown that a number of factors influence the method by which
we travel.  Journey distance, availability of transport, level of parking and ease of
access and availability of information, can all have a bearing on how journeys are
made.  Research has shown that the availability of accurate timetable information is a
major factor when looking to encourage the use of public transport The DETR (DfT)
document “From Workhorse to Thoroughbred – A better role for bus travel” states
that “a good timetable is a foundation stone of successful public transport.”  


National Surveys carried out for the Department for Transport


and Office of the Deputy Prime Minister have indicated that


transport information was highlighted as a key element of


travelling by public transport.  It showed that 53% of all


respondants were satisfied with the local provision of public


transport information compared to 47% nationally.  Of those


using the information 70% were satisfied with the local


information, compared to 64.9% nationally.  


B.3


B.4


C.1


C.
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C.2 Ease of Access to Information and Meeting the Cost 
of Providing It 


The ease of access to good timetable information is an important part of any bus
journey.  The availability, cost and frequency of services and information as to how
they connect can be essential if a journey is to be made on time and with the
maximum of convenience.  Difficulty in finding out what time services run can
discourage people from travelling and will make travel by car seem more reliable,
attractive and convenient.


The travelling customer may require information on a range of issues, including:


• Service coverage – routes.


• Service availability – including possible delays and hold-ups.


• Fares.


• Times of services.


• Connections and interchange details.


If we are to increase passenger confidence and therefore the numbers travelling by bus, it is


important that travel information is available wherever and whenever the customer requires it.


Travel information should be easily available before starting the journey – for example at work or at


home, and during the day, perhaps whilst out shopping or other activities.  


The Isle of Wight Council acknowledges Government initiatives such as ‘Traveline’, the regionally


based transport information service, and ‘TransportDirect’, the National internet journey planner,


as increasing the availability of travel information.


The Isle of Wight Council will supply the information for the Traveline database.  The information


used to provide the services is taken from the authority’s electronic database of public transport


service and timetable information.  Delivery of that information by phone (and minicom or


typetalk, and on the internet) is organised within the southeast region by PTI(SE) Ltd formed


specifically for the purpose.


The costs of information delivery are allocated by PTI(SE) Ltd to those operators whose services


feature in the information provided to enquirers, and invoices are sent by PTI(SE) Ltd to recover


these costs from the operators involved.


The Council expects each operator to meet the costs attributed by PTI(SE) Ltd to enquiries about its


services.


However, where an operator is unwilling to pay the amount invoiced by PTI(SE) Ltd for enquiries


which involve its services, the Council will pay the amount invoiced by PTI(SE) Ltd for enquiries


which involve its services, the Council will pay PTI(SE) Ltd for the sums outstanding.  It will then


reclaim such sums, plus an administration charge, from the defaulting operator, using the


provisions of the Transport Act 2000.


Operators may choose to continue to offer their own telephone enquiry service at the same time.


Operators who do so, however, will still be required to participate in Traveline and to meet their


allocated share of the costs of Traveline based on the enquiries about their services which Traveline


handles.
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C.3 Quality of Information


The provision of good quality travel information, whether through a printed
timetable, telephone enquiry service, information at bus stops, on the Internet for
access by computer or phone, enables passengers and more importantly potential
passengers, to make informed decisions about their travel and give them sufficient
confidence to make that journey.  The completion of an easy and successful journey
can increase passenger confidence and in doing so lead to repeat journeys.
Unsuccessful or difficult journeys can put off, all but the most hardened or
committed traveller.  


The Isle of Wight Council is a member of SELTA (South East Local Transport Authorities) the group


that supports the Traveline South East journey planner and considers it meets the requirement for


the provision of impartial public transport information. 


National and Local Policy


Framework


National Policy 


The Government is seeking to ensure that the amount, quality and access to Bus
travel information is improved nationally.  The Transport Act 2000 became law in
December 2000 and in section 139 of that Act placed an obligation on local
transport authorities to “from time to time determine, having regard to their local
transport plan – what local bus information should be made available to the public
and the way in which it should be made available”.


The Act defines the phrase “information” as being:


• “Information about routes and timetabling of local services to, from and
within the authority’s area”  


• “Information about fares for journeys on such local services” and 


• “Such other information about facilities for disabled persons, travel
concessions, connections with other public passenger transport services or
other matters of value to the public as the authority considers appropriate in
relation to their area” 


The Act also obliges the authority to consult with organisations representing users of local services


and the traffic commissioners for their area prior to determining what information is required and


in what form.  


Following agreement on what information is to be provided, the Transport Act requires that the local


authority ensure that the information is available and that the bus operators are meeting the


required standard.  


Section 140 of the Act is clear that if the operator fails to provide satisfactory information the


authority must first try to reach an agreement to ensure that any shortcomings are corrected.


Failing this the authority can make the information available itself, either by publishing its own


timetables or arranging for them to be published by a third party.  In such situations any costs


incurred can be recovered from the operator through legal means and the operator reported to the


traffic commissioner.  


D.


D.1
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The Government expects local authorities to act fairly in this matter and “have regard to a


combination of economy, efficiency and effectiveness”.  They must not discriminate in any way


against an operator or class of operator, either by imposing unreasonable demands with regard to


the amount of information required, or by setting unachievable standards for the way in which it


should be provided.  


Working in Partnership


The Isle of Wight Council recognises the importance of providing accurate and
easily available bus travel information as an important element in maintaining and
enhancing the Islands bus services.  The Council recognises that it shares a
responsibility with operators to ensure that bus travel information is readily
available and correct and believes that the best way to address the requirements of
the Transport Act 2000 is by adopting a consensus approach and working in
partnership with the bus operators.


Local Policy 


LGA Shared Objectives


The Government and the Local Government Association (LGA) agreed, in July 2002, a set of seven


shared priorities for local government.  These priorities, which include raising the standards across


schools, transforming the local environment and meeting local transport needs more effectively,


are a focus for the efforts of Government and councils for improving public services.  Within the


shared priority for transport there are a number of key themes that should be addressed, they


include: 


• Accessibility • Air quality


• Congestion • Road Safety


The Department for Transport will be looking for clear evidence that these shared priorities are at


the heart of all local transport strategies and Local Transport Plan 2.  However it is up to the local


authority to decide the relative importance of each of the shared priority themes on the Island.  The


Council through its initial consultation process for LTP2 decided to add two additional local themes


to its LTP; they are Economic Prosperity and Regeneration, and Effective Management.


Community Plan


The Island’s Community Plan, “Island Futures” identifies the importance of maintaining and


improving our public transport services under Theme 2: Improving access to services and facilities


and states, “transport is crucial to access services and take part in community and social life.


Availability and cost are key factors in deciding how to travel” The plan recognises the particular


role that public transport can play on a holiday Island and states that “public transport gives choice


to residents and also to visitors not using a car”.


Local Transport Plan


The Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan works with and underpins the Community Plan and sets out


the councils adopted local transport strategy for the five-year period 2006-2011.  It works with the


Community Plan, local planning document the Unitary Development Plan and other documents


including the Local Agenda 21 Strategy, Health Improvement Plan, Social Exclusion Plan and


others.  It interprets national policy and puts in place a strategy, which seeks to address local traffic


and transportation issues.  


D.3.1


D.3.2


D.3.3


D.3


D.2
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The Plan recognises that buses have an essential role to play in reducing car dependency and


increasing travel choice.  In particular, Section C7.4 of the Plan notes that provision of passenger


information is one of the principal means by which use of public transport can be made more


attractive, where it states that:


“The provision of easily accessible and understandable travel information can assist 


journeys. This information should be available before and during the journey”


In the long-term strategy section of the Plan in Section D.11.3, one of the public transport


improvements identified is:


“Make public transport more convenient - on demand via a transport call centre; use 


taxis; widely available tickets; through ticketing; common tickets; good information; 


community transport schemes.


Identified within Section F.1.8 of the Plan’s Five Year Strategy as a potential scheme for


Partnership working is improving timetable information, improving access to information and


provision of real-time information.


Annual Progress Report


The Local Transport Plan sets out the transport policy and includes targets, to improve transport on


the Island.  We now monitor our delivery and performance against these targets and report our


progress in the Annual Progress Report, which is submitted to Government annually in July.  The


amount of money we get to spend on transport is now to a large extent dependant on how well we


are meeting our targets and it is important that we are targeting spending and making the best of


our existing transport services.  The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and


improving our local bus services and we are now recording bus use, public satisfaction with


services, access to services and suitability of bus travel information as part of the LTP process and


to inform our Best Value performance indicators – national benchmarking criteria. The submission


of an Annual Progress Report will continue under Local Transport Plan 2.


Ensuring Best Value 


It is important that we spend our money wisely and ensure the highest quality and best value in


terms of the services we deliver.  The Council must now report how well we are delivering our


services and these are measured against a range of nationally recognised indicators.  The areas we


report on include social Services, Information and Communications Technology (ICT), Education,


Fire Services, Economic Development, Planning, Public Safety, Leisure Services and Transport. 


The Table below illustrates the relevant Best Value performance indicators (BVPIs) for 2003/04.  The


other information reported includes, cost of highway maintenance, cost of maintaining street light,


condition of principal roads, road traffic accidents – pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists, car drivers,


car users and other vehicle users. 


Indicator number Indicator Target Result


BV102 Local bus services 5.8m 5.76m


(passenger journeys per year)


BV103 % of all respondents satisfied with public 70% 55%


transport information


BV104 % of all respondents satisfied with 70% 56%


local bus services


Further details can be found in the Council’s Best Value Performance Plan, copies of which are
available from the IOW Council, County Hall, High Street, NEWPORT, Isle of Wight. PO30 1UD or 
at www.iwight.gov.uk


The following sections set out the aims of this Bus Information Strategy, the level of information


currently available and ways in which we can improve the situation.


D.3.4


D.3.5
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E.1


E.2


F.1


Developing a Bus Travel


Information Strategy


Taking Account of all Users


For a bus travel information strategy to be effective it must recognise and take
account of the needs of both the existing and potential bus users. It would be over
simplistic to classify users as being those who already travel by bus and those who
don’t, and surveys have shown that amongst the group that don’t regularly travel by
bus, there is an important group that would use buses, or use them more often if
the circumstances were right.  There is no doubt that the availability of travel
information is one area where comparatively small improvements could encourage
a change in travel patterns and help bring about long lasting change.  


It could also be thought that existing bus users are already convinced of the benefits of using public


transport, but it would be wrong to ignore the needs of this group, as they too need good access to


up to date and reliable information and improved provision could potentially increase there usage as


well.  For example, passengers who regularly use the bus for travel to work may often think nothing


of using the car for short trips at the weekend.  Better public transport information may act as a


reminder for regular bus users and persuade them to use public transport even more.


New Users 


New users will only be encouraged to travel by bus if they know what services exist
and better information can attract regular car users, particularly where this
improvement is introduced as part of the overall package of traffic reduction
measures, including parking restraint and workplace travel plans.  Improving
information at bus stops, places of work, on the Internet and elsewhere, can give
confidence to new users and tip the scales in favour of public transport use.


The Aim of the Strategy


Aims 


The aim of this strategy is to look at the information
that already exists and set out initiatives and
additions that could reasonably be included and
implemented over the next five years.  Southern
Vectis is the major operator on the Island and
already supplies very good and detailed travel
information.  The challenge therefore will be to
extend and develop this already good “base”,
whether through the Southern Vectis timetable or
through development of a local authority driven
document, and put in place measures which will
develop the scope and availability of the existing
travel information even further.   


E.


F.
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Consultation


The Draft document was prepared in conjunction with Southern Vectis, and
WightBus. It was made widely available for inspection and comment.  Comments
were invited from the following:


• Councillors


• Government Office for the South East.


• Traffic Commissioner for the Western Traffic Area.


• IOW Bus Users Group.


• Quality Transport Partnership.


• Isle of Wight Association of Parish & Town Councils.


• Transport operators – including rail, ferry and hovercraft.


• Community Groups.


• Isle of Wight Tourism


• Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce


• The General Public (through local libraries and on www.iwight.com)


This final Bus Information Strategy incorporates many of the very useful suggestions made 


by consultees.


Setting Targets


The Council is already working closely with the main bus company to improve bus
transport on the Island.  The following tables clearly indicate what should already
be available in terms of bus information and any items not currently provided
should be made available within the year after approval of the strategy.  It also sets
out what additional measures and initiatives can be expected in the future – these
should be provided within five years of adopting this policy. 


Monitoring


It must be recognised that measuring the success of this strategy will be impossible
without effective monitoring.  We are fortunate in that considerable information is
already available and used to monitor local performance both for the Local
Transport Plan and Best Value Performance Indicators (BVPIs) that are used as
national benchmarking information.  It is intended that this strategy will form part
of an ongoing partnership approach.


F.2


F.3


F.4
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Type Initiative / measure


Timetable should be:


• Available ✔


• Easy accessible. ✔


• In printed form. ✔


• Easy to understand ✔
– for regular and non-users.


• Comply with the ATCO code ✔
of practice in terms of paper 
quality, print size type and 
colour.  (See note below)


• Days and dates should ✔
be clear.


• Show every public transport ✔
route and service plus details of 
other passenger carrying 
servicessuch as taxis or 
community buses or voluntary 
car schemes.


• Provide a comprehensive map ✗
showing all operators services.


• Braille or tape versions plus ✗
foreign language guides to
information available.


• Identify the start and end point ✔
of each route.


• Show timings for all major ✔
intermediate stopping points.


• Give an indication of interchange ✔
with other bus services.


• Give an indication of interchange ✔
with rail services.


• Show all services on each route. ✔


• Indicate subsidised routes. ✔


• Contact details for all operators ✔


• Provide details of Internet links ✔


Type of Information that should 


be Provided - Currently
G.


Notes/ comments


Timetable widely available at agents,
post offices, newsagents, local 
shops etc


Easily accessible at locations across
the Island. 


Timetable is 80+ pages, in full colour.


Information is considered to be one
of the top 5 in the UK. Barry S Doe
survey ( www.barrydoe.co.uk) 


Timetable is A5 book in full colour,
in a mix of portrait and landscape
layout.  Well laid out clear and
legible.


Document is clear and legible.


Shows every route and service
including Wightbus, local and
connecting national rail services and
cross Solent ferries.


Does not provide information about
taxi ranks, community vehicles,
voluntary car schemes.


No comprehensive maps provided.


Not currently available.


Information clearly marked. 


Indicated.


Illustrates interchange with other
bus services.


Illustrates interchange with rail
services.


Shows all services on each route


Indicates subsidised routes


Currently included


Traveline, TransportDirect and
Operator’s sites.
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be Provided - Currently
H.


Type Initiative / measure


When timetables change:


• Advance notification to the ✗
public should be given at least 
two weeks prior to any change.


• The Isle of Wight Association ✗
of Parish & Town Councils 
must be informed of changes 
to timetables or fares at least 
two weeks prior to any change.


• Notices must be posted at all ✔
bus stops on the affected 
route.


• Posters must be displayed on ✔
all of the buses giving a 
contact number for details.


From one week before the change:


• Full timetables should be ✗
available on all buses, or from 
a point on that route.


The prices and validity of fares ✗
should be shown on any relevant 
leaflets.


• Information about fares ✔
concessions  available to island 
residents should be provided.


• A comprehensive fare table ✔
should be carried on every 
vehicle.


• Changes to fares should be ✔
made public at least a week in 
advance of the changes by 
means of notices on all vehicles, 
giving a telephone number from 
where information can be 
obtained.


Notes/ comments


Traffic Commissioners given eight
weeks notice but timetable currently
published 1 week in advance.


Not current practice.


Notices posted at key bus stops.


Is current practice.


Not current practice.


Timetables only include Rover ticket
prices


Currently provided


Fare table carried on every bus.


Done 
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be Provided - Currently
I.


Type Initiative / measure


Every vehicle is legally required to 
display its service identity and 
destination.


• The letters must be 125mm ✔
high and the numbers at least 
200mm high.


• The destination board should ✔
be illuminated during the hours 
of darkness.


The timetable/information should ✗
indicate the facilities/services that
are available for those with mobility
problems for services such as
community or voluntary car schemes.


Details of bus stops which meet ✗
the Department for Transport’s 
guidance for accessibility and 
suitability for use by the mobility 
impaired traveller should be 
available via a medium such as 
‘Traveline’.


Any leaflet /timetable/information 
should:


• Include the number and ✗
contact details for traveline.


• Leaflets/ timetable/ information ✔
should include the name address 
and contact number of the 
operator.


• Indicate where tickets and ✔
information can be obtained in 
advance.


• A contact number should be ✔
clearly marked at information 
at bus stops.


Notes/ comments


Existing


Existing


Not current practice


Not currently available


Agreed for future
publications
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be Provided - In The Future
J.


Type Initiative / measure


• Timetable information should be made ✗
available at every bus stop or unique
sms codes should be shown on bus
stop flag.


• Public transport service information ✗
for visitors should be included within
the Isle of Wight Pocket Tourism
Guide and within the Official Isle of
Wight Guide


• Timetable information should ✗
be made available at major 
employers, large stores, council
buildings etc


• Real time information should be ✗
introduced across the Island – 
starting with key corridors, possibly
within a Quality Bus Partnership.


• Internet site containing accessible ✗
real time information


Notes/ comments


Somewhere in the region
of 700 bus stops have
travel information.  Not
full coverage. No sms
codes displayed yet.


Not provided at present


Not available at present


Information also moving
towards web based
information.


Not available at present 


Timetables/
Information


Major
Employers/
shops/
destinations


Real time
information


Where should Information be 


Provided - Currently ?


K.


Topic Initiative / measure


Departure times must be displayed at
every boarding point.


• Showing accurate easily ✔
understandable information.


• SMS unique codes should be displayed ✗
understandable information.


Service number and destination should ✔
be displayed on the bus itself.


On routes with an hourly or better bus
route:


• Distributed to all properties within ✗
the catchment area.


Information should be made available ✔
at travel centres operated by the bus 
operators.


Leaflets maps and timetable ✗
information should be made available 
at major employers.


Notes/ comments


All significant boarding
points already covered


Under discussion with
Southern Vectis


Indicated on all buses


Not currently provided


Currently done


For discussion with
existing employers.


To be put in place as
requirement of Workplace
Travel Plan


Bus Stops


On the bus


Along the 
bus route


At travel
centres


At places 
of work
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be Provided - Currently?
L.


Topic Initiative / measure


Information should be made 
available to:


• Tourist information centres. ✔
• Public libraries. ✔
• Leisure centres. ✗
• Post offices. ✔
• Village shops. ✔
• Community and drop in centres. ✗


Notes/ comments


Available at the Islands TICs


Available at all libraries


Not at present.


Post offices act as agents.


For sale at many local shops


Not at present


Public
buildings


Where would the Information


be Provided - In the Future?
M.


Topic Initiative / measure


In the future -Information should 
be made available to at the 
following points in the future:


• High Schools.
• Middle Schools.
• Isle of Wight College.
• Private Schools.


Notes/ comments


These will be provided in an
attempt to ensure that pupils
and their parents are aware
of transport alternatives. Bus
information could be provided
within school induction packs.


Involvement of School Travel
Plan Advisor would be
beneficial.


Public
buildings


How Should Travel Information


be Provided - Currently?
N.


Topic Initiative / measure


Currently - Bus travel information 
should be made available:


• In a paper based timetable form. ✔
• At bus stops. ✔
• By staff at bus stations. ✔
• By staff on buses. ✔
• On the operators website. ✔
• Via the operators call centre. ✔
• On the Council’s website. ✔


Notes/ comments


Already available


Already available


Already available


Already available


Already available


Already available


Available by links 
- under development


Bus travel
information
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be Provided - In the Future?
O.


Topic Initiative / measure


In the future - Bus travel information 
should be made available:


• On the operators website - this ✗
information should be up-to-date, 
accurate and indicate any 
disruption or changes.


• In a format suitable for access by ✗
mobile phones, with updates sent 
out to warn against disruption 
and changes.


• Via real time information displays ✗


Notes/ comments


Southern Vectis are revising
and upgrading their website


SMS coding at bus stops
scheduled to be trialled


In due course could be
realised through a 
Quality Bus Partnership
with Southern Vectis


Bus travel
information


When Should Travel Information


be Provided - Currently?
P.


Topic Initiative / measure


Currently -Information should 
be easily available:


• At the planning stage, ✔
before a journey.


• At the start of the trip. ✔
• During the journey. ✔


Notes/ comments


Via timetable, website or call
centre


At majority of bus stops


Via driver/information


Bus travel
information


When Should Travel Information


be Provided - In the Future?
Q.


Topic Initiative / measure


In the future - Bus travel information 
will be easily available:


• Through real time information ✗
- on vehicles, at bus stops.


• Via automated announcements ✗
on buses - indicating the next 
stop or interchange.


Notes/ comments


To be developed


Technology is available to
achieve this


Bus travel
information
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be targeted?


Bus travel information must be easily accessible to all members of society,
including adults, children, elderly and students.  


Tourism is an essential part of the Island’s economy and attracted 2.66 million visitors in 2004, over


half of which were staying visitors.  It is estimated that visitors to the Island in 2004 spend


somewhere in the region of £361 million and tourist employment provides for approximately 24% of


the Islands population – this is over three times higher than the national figure.  The bulk of visitors


presently come to the Island by car and it is important that bus travel information is easily available


for visitors who may be encouraged to visit the Island without a car or reduce their car use once


they are here.


Bus travel information must be easy to find, easily understood and appropriate for those with


mobility, hearing, vision or learning difficulties.  The council will work with the operator and user


groups to ensure that information is available in Braille or on tape.  It is important that timetable


information at bus stops is provided at a level appropriate for children and people in wheelchairs. 


It is probably unreasonable to expect timetables to be produced in a variety of languages, but


consideration should be given to the production of some information in languages other than just


English.  Basic introductory information had been included the bus timetable until 2001/02.  The


Council would welcome the reintroduction of this information.  Clear information should be


included with regard to the Council’s Youth Mover and Islander Card concessionary fares schemes.


Conclusion


Aim
The aim of this strategy is to set out and clarify the level of information already in
place and to establish a process by which that information can be improved and
developed and a timetable for improvement.


Working together


It is recognised that any improvements will most likely be undertaken through discussion with the


operators as a partnership approach.  The Council has developed a bus strategy and sees the


introduction of this Bus Information Strategy as another way to improve the Island’s bus services.  


It important that we make the best of, and further develop the already good standards of


information supplied.  The rapid take up and use of the Internet and mobile phone technology has


opened up the opportunity to access up to date and changing information.  However it is essential


that standards are set and maintained whilst we look to embrace modern technology and real time


information.


If we are to make improvements it is essential that this strategy is maintained and monitored and


developed in partnership with the operators.


R.


S.


S.1


S.2
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Introduction -


This document establishes a strategy for Passenger Rail on the Isle of Wight in
response to recent changes in the rail industry.  It seeks to prioritise the
opportunities arising from the recent White Paper ‘The Future of Rail’ and the
publication of the Strategic Rail Authority’s Community Rail Development Strategy
in November 2004.


With the current franchise for Island Line ending in February 2007 it is important the Isle of Wight


Council develops a Passenger Rail Strategy to provide the basis for participation in the re-tendering


process.


This Passenger Rail strategy  has sought to achieve a cohesive, integrated and realistic approach to


the further development of Island Line, which will deliver future sustainable development,


encourage modal shift, improve access and deliver better integration with other public transport


provision.


With the many changes in the structure and management of the rail industry currently under way it


is important that the Island develops a positive business case for new investment to a line that


fulfils a number of different functions for both the communities served by the railway and the


Island’s economy.


A.
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National, Regional and Local


Policy Framework


National Policy


Railway Act 1921 - During World War 1 the UK’s many railway operators were taken
under state control that continued through to 1921.  It was decided at this point to
return the railways to private ownership but in doing so all operators were forced to
merge into 4 companies.  The Island’s railway companies became part of Southern
Railway in 1923.


Transport Act 1947 - As part of the nationalisation agenda of the post war Labour Government, the


railways, the canals and road freight transport passed into state control in 1948, under the direction


of the British Transport Commission.


Transport Act 1962 - The British Transport Commission was abolished and management of the


railways passed over to the British Railways Board and subsequently British Rail.


Railway Act 1993 - The Conservative Government laid the foundations for the privatisation of the


railways in the UK, splitting ownership and maintenance of the tracks (Railtrack) from the operation


of train services (franchises).


Transport White Paper (1998) - In 1998 the DETR (now the DfT) published its Transport White


Paper “A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone”. It set out the Government’s policies for


future transport development and its aims are to create a sustainable, integrated and socially


inclusive transport system. Seeking to extend choice in transport and to secure mobility for the


whole community, to develop alternative travel modes and an integrated transport policy are the


essential components of the framework. Therefore, the White Paper highlights the need for a co-


ordinated approach to be developed through partnerships amongst local authorities, transport


operators, developers, major employers and individuals. For the railway it advocated a strategic rail


authority, a revised Office of Rail Regulation and a greater voice for the user.


Transport 2010: The 10 Year Plan - In 2000 the Government published “Transport 2010: The 10


Year Plan”. This document is a strategy for £180 billion private and public sector investment to


create an integrated transport system, with targets for growth in all sustainable transport modes.


Much of its emphasis is on major infrastructure projects and in particular the railways. The Plan


seeks to double light rail passenger journeys in the plan period, 2001 – 2011.


The Plan reaffirms previous commitments to improved passenger information (including Traveline)


and ticketing. Both revenue and capital funding is expected to be primarily through private


investment, government grant and Local Transport Plan settlements.  


Transport Act (2000) – Following the 1998 White Paper and Transport 2010 Plan the Act led to the


formal creation of the Strategic Rail Authority to determine the strategic direction of the railways


over the next 10 years.


Urban and Rural White Papers (2000) - Both of these key planning strategy documents referred


back to the 1998 Transport White Paper and the 10 Year Plan to underline a commitment to the


railways to reduce social exclusion and to offer choice of travel mode for both urban and rural


areas. In particular the Rural White Paper identifies the need to protect rural services within wider


rail franchises, and the opportunities to innovate through developing Community Rail Partnerships.


Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) - Government policies are reflected through Planning Policy


Guidance notes (PPGs), which provide specific planning guidance for various policy areas such as


housing, retail and office developments, as well as General Policies and Principles (PPG1). Planning


is an important part of the overall transport policy making process and can help in promoting more


sustainable travel choices and reducing the need to travel.


PPG13 Transport (March 2001) emphasises the integration between land use planning and


transport, as policies regarding the scale, location and mix of land uses can significantly affect the


need to travel. In addition, it promotes reduced reliance on private cars and highlights the


importance of good interchanges to provide wider public transport choices.


B.


B.1
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PPG13 has a key role in ensuring that all development makes proper provision for access by public


transport and it provides a policy framework for integrating transport modes.   It also empowers


local authorities to ‘explore the potential and identify any proposals for new rail, including the


reopening of rail lines, or the creation of new stations on existing rail lines.’


Everyone’s Railway: The Wider Case for Rail (2003) - This SRA paper gives a detailed case for the


contribution that Rail makes to life in the UK.  In particular it supports the development of


community rail partnerships and the use of micro-franchises to support rural branch lines.


Community Rail Development Consultation (2004) - The high cost of running and maintaining rural


branch lines and low passenger figures led to the launch of this review by the SRA of 13% of the


national network.  The microfranchise model used by Island line is held as an example of how other


branch lines might develop.


The Future of Rail White Paper (2004) - This White Paper follows a fundamental review of the rail


industry highlighting the need to control costs while at the same time improve its performance for


passenger and freight users.  It committed the Government to support the SRA’s strategy for


Community Rail lines, and mentioned Island Line as an example of the micro-franchise model.  It


clearly stated that micro-franchises would continue to be competitive tendered but would need to


be ‘explicitly backed’ by the unitary council.


The Future of Transport White Paper (2004) - The White Paper seeks to develop a transport


network for the UK through to 2030.  Two key recommendations will affect Island Line, namely the


streamlining of the rail industry structure with the SRA subsumed into the Department of Transport


and a commitment to establish partnerships to determine the future of local services. 


Community Rail Development Strategy (2004) - The Strategy follows the Consultation carried out


in early 2004, and provides the framework, differing models and options for developing the rural


branch lines of the national rail network.  Although Island Line  was not one of the branch line


pilots it has subsequently been proposed that it be designated in the second tranche of Community


Rail lines.


Regional Policy


Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) - To assist in the co-ordination of transport and
land use planning, Regional Planning Guidance notes (RPGs) include the
preparation of regional transport strategies covering all transport modes. They
provide a strategic framework for transport policies and proposals to be included in
the local authority development plan and in the Local Transport Plans. RPGs also
cover environmental priorities and strategic policy objectives of regional planning
bodies.


Regional Transport Strategy – This strategy replaces the transport section of RPG9 and has been


developed through the South East Regional Assembly.  The Regional Transport Strategy is the


regional framework that will ensure that the investment programmes of local authorities, transport


providers and other key stakeholders in the transport sector complement and support the wider


regional objective of delivering a more sustainable pattern of development.


Local Policy


Unitary Development Plan - In 1997 Isle of Wight Council published its Deposit
Draft Unitary Development Plan and the UDP was adopted on 18th May 2001. The
fifteen year strategy incorporates what were the current Transport Policies and
Programme objectives and strategies, which have led to the development of the
Local Transport Plan (LTP) objectives in 2000. Issues include encouraging greater
transport choices such as walking, cycling and public transport. It is recognised
that the Local Transport Plan should be fully integrated with the Unitary
Development Plan. In its objectives and policies the railway is recognised as being a
key mode in making local trips more sustainable.  The Local Development
Framework (LDF) will shortly replace the UDP.


B.2


B.3
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Local Transport Plan (LTP) – Local Transport Plans are statutory documents that identify


strategies and detailed plans for transport in the local area for a period of 5 years. It is the prime


transport policy document for a local authority and the focus for development of new policies,


initiatives and community involvement. They are a method for local authorities to have their


transport strategies approved and funded by central Government, and as such replace the previous


bidding mechanism established by the Transport Policies and Programme document. 


The Isle of Wight Council’s Local Transport Plan  2001 – 2006 was published in July 2000. With


respect to the provision of a wider choice of transport modes, the plan promotes the integration of


transport with key issues including education, air quality, crime, Local Agenda 21, health, social


exclusion and travel awareness within a funding timescale of 5 years. The aims identified for the


IOW LTP are: 


• To help widen travel choices and provide real alternatives for car owners;


• To enhance the quality of Island life;


• To encourage the provision of a safer and more secure transport system;


• To make the best use of the existing transport infrastructure;


• To encourage travel by sustainable means;


• To include measures to reduce social exclusion;


• To develop a framework by which future transport investment can be made;


In the LTP passenger rail was considered in detail, with a review of the existing levels of provision


and scope for improvement. 


The key objectives for passenger rail as outlined in the 2001 – 2006 Local Transport Plan include:


• To examine the current route and future rail and transport options;


• To investigate possible line extensions;


• To consider the possibilities for future franchise options, particularly with
regards to the Council’s role in franchised management;


• To consider the role of the rail line as part of an integrated transport system.


Progress on these areas has been made during LTP1, in particular the Council commissioned a


report in 2001 on extending the line from the Jacobs Consultancy.  This report gave a number of


recommendations for extending the rail network but questioned the high cost, engineering


feasibility and whether there is a sustainable business case.  At this time the Government is


unwilling to support such small schemes. 


Local Transport Plan 2 - The Council’s second Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 was submitted in


draft form to the Government in July 2005 with the full Plan due in March 2006. This second LTP


has been prepared in accordance with Government guidance and:


• Sets transport in the wider context;


• Identifies transport problems and opportunities;


• Contains a 20 year vision and a 5 year strategy;


• Sets locally relevant targets;


• Offers best value for money solutions.


A number of priorities were agreed nationally between the Government and the Local Government


Association which informs the LTP 2:


• Increase accessibility;


• Improve road safety;


• Tackle congestion;


• Improve air quality.


Alongside these priorities the Council has added the following local priorities of “Economic


Prosperity and Regeneration” and “Effective Management”.
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In the second LTP, passenger rail is being considered in more detail with this separate strategy that


seeks to deliver public transport improvements that meet the agreed priorities.


Other Policy Initiatives - The recent Best Value Review of Transport has looked at the railway within


the context of future transport options.  A suggestion was made that a guided bus way should


replace the railway, this was rejected as being both unfit for purpose and lacking sufficient return


on investment for both the public and private sector to invest in its construction.  A number of


recommendations were made on better integration with modes of transport and to concentrate the


future development proposed under the 2020 Vision in the Ryde- Shanklin corridor.  


It is important that the Council spends our money wisely and ensure the highest quality and best


value in terms of the services we deliver.  The Council must now report how well we are delivering


our services and these are measured against a range of nationally recognised indicators, Best Value


performance indicators (BVPIs).  There are currently no rail related BVPIs.


Island Futures : The Community Strategy – This corporate plan for the period 2002 to 2012 covers all


aspects of life on the Island and specifically considers access and travel. It builds on “Island Voices –


Speak Out for the Future” and the Island Agenda 21 Strategy, to deliver a strategy for enhancing


opportunities for Island people, delivering sustainable growth and protecting the environment.


The Council has to develop a wide range of plans, policies and strategies that will, to varying


degrees, cross-refer to the Passenger Rail Strategy. This will include:    


• Community Plan;


• Local Development Framework;


• Local Transport Plan 2;


• School Travel Action Plan;


• Bus Strategy;


• Bus Information Strategy;


• Tourism Development Plan;


• Regeneration Strategies- Ryde, Sandown Bay.


Island Context


Demographics


The Isle of Wight’s demographic growth has helped drive the development of the
railway over many years.


The Island comprises large rural and semi-rural areas with a number of villages, small towns and


established urban areas. It has a total resident population of 132,731 and its main local centres are


Cowes, Newport, Ryde, Sandown, Shanklin and Ventnor.


With its mix of urban areas mainly on the coast and low-density populations in its rural areas the


local bus network needs careful coordination to ensure all needs are met. 


In its demographics the uniqueness of the Island and the impact that has on the provision of bus


services is brought into focus. Many of these factors influence and lead to high levels of social


exclusion for residents of the Island. In national rankings the Isle of Wight remains one of the most


socially excluded local authority areas, but within this figure there are great variations and


considerable multiple deprivation in particular wards. 


These factors combine to create an area that would traditionally be seen as likely to be a good


market for public transport, because of relatively low incomes, high unemployment, seasonal


patterns and an elderly population. However this assumes only a social welfare role for public


transport, yet Island Line also have an increasingly important role in offering a solution to


increasing traffic levels and congestion in the Ryde to Shanklin corridor. 


C.
C.1
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Geography


By the nature of its Island location the development of the railways has been
different to that found elsewhere in the southeast region. It developed as a separate
network linked by a number of ferry services to the mainland.


The Solent ensures that, for example, a higher number of visitors make use of the Island’s public


transport system than equivalent holiday destinations on the mainland.


There are a number of environmental issues facing the railway on the Island, most notably flooding


in the Ryde Esplanade and Brading areas.  While in the long term a rise in sea level due to global


warming could threaten services through Ryde Tunnel and on Ryde Pier. 


Historical Development of the Railways


The first Railway on the Isle of Wight began construction in 1859 and was designed
to run from Newport to Cowes carrying commercial goods from the sea to the
central connection. The track was only 4 ? miles long and was opened in 1862. In
1877 Medina Wharf was built and this produced more industry for the railway, as it
transferred heavy goods such as coal and heavy goods. The railway at this point in
time was the only stable means of transport for such industrial materials. The
railway line continued to transport goods in this manner for over 50 years. Only
later did the introduction of passengers happen.


The line became so successful that another line was constructed, this connected Newport to


Sandown. This line, was planned by the Isle of Wight (Newport Junction) Railway Company in 1868,


and would stretch a distance of 9 miles. However this failed numerous safety inspections so it’s


launch was delayed. Finally the track opened and ran until 1880. However the company ran into


receivership and was forced to sell to the Cowes and Newport Line, who then changed their name


to the Isle of Wight Central Railway. 


To the west of Newport a line was opened in 1889 by the Freshwater, Yarmouth and Newport


Railway in partnership with the Isle of Wight Central Railway linking the West Wight with the rest of


the Island.  This railway had a chequered financial history eventually becoming part of Southern


Railway in 1923, its fortunes failed to improve and it was closed in September 1953.


The Isle of Wight Central Railway developed a further line running from Newport to Ryde. The line


ran from east to west joining the Isle of Wight Railway at Smallbrook Junction and the end of the


line at St Johns Road in Ryde.


The last section of the steam railway system to be built on the Island by the Isle of Wight Central


Railway Company was the Newport to St Lawrence line, which was part of the Isle of Wight Central


railway network. The track headed from Merstone south to Godshill, Whitwell and St Lawrence. It


opened in the July of 1897 and was later extended to Ventnor in June 1900. 


Another railway company was prominent on the Island; this was called the Isle of Wight Railway.


They too constructed a number of railway lines; the first of these was opened in 1867, running from


Ryde St Johns Station to Shanklin. The line was later extended to Ventnor in 1866. In 1882 a stretch


from Brading to Bembridge was opened with one station


located between these at St Helens.


Under the 1921 Railways Act the Island’s railways


became part of the Southern Railway, who made many


detailed improvements but no substantial changes in


the system or its operation. This was followed by


nationalisation in 1948 which led to the Island


network to begin to contract with the closure in


1952 of the Merstone-Ventnor branch; from then


until 1966 other lines followed so that only 8?


miles (13.6km) from Ryde Pier Head to


Shanklin remain today.


C.3
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Current Provision


Following the 1993 Railway Act the Ryde to Shanklin branch line was privatised
under the franchise name, Island Line.  This line has been used to pilot the micro
franchise approach whereby the franchisee would also be responsible for the
maintenance of the line, even though Rail Track and subsequently Network Rail
retained ownership.  The first 5-year franchise for Island Line, starting on 13th
October 1996, was awarded to Stagecoach Holdings Plc (www.stagecoachplc.com).
This has now been extended twice (2001, 2003) which will now take the current
franchise through to the end of February 2007. 


Island Line Ltd currently operates along 13.6 km of track employing 39 staff to use 6 pairs of 1938


London Underground Driving Motor cars.  The company has a turnover for 2002/03 of  £3,576,000


and producing a pre-tax profit of £381,000.  Full details of services and fare structure can be found


at www.island-line.co.uk.


Island Line remains the first and only example of the microfranchise in the rail network.  Under this


model the Train Operating Company is responsible for both the running of the train services and the


maintenance of the infrastructure.  This gives Island Line a unique level of control over the line. 


The SRA/Department for Transport began the process of tendering for the next franchise during the


latter part  of 2005.  As part of the Community Rail Development Strategy the Council will have a


role in this process.


The Island enjoys rail links from all 3 mainland ferry ports.  Portsmouth Harbour is a mainline


station for South West Trains, Wessex Trains and Southern.  Southampton Central Station can be


reached by a bus link from the Red Jet Terminal,


and is used by train services operated by South


West Trains, Wessex Trains, and Virgin


CrossCountry.  Lymington is a branch line station


for a South West Trains service to the mainline


station at Brockenhurst and connections to


South West Trains and Virgin Cross-Country


services.


Alongside Island Line the Island also has a


heritage railway, the Isle of Wight Steam Railway


who have been running steam services since


1971.  This volunteer based organisation run


services on 5 miles of track from March to December, from Wootton, through Havenstreet and


Ashey, to Smallbrook Junction.  In association with Island Line and Wightlink they offer a number of


through tickets for their services.  Full details on this organisation and its rail services can be found


at www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk.
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Isle of Wight Community Rail


Partnership


Background


The Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) came into being following the passage of the
Transport Act 2000.  Its Strategic Plan sets out the priorities for Britain's railway
over the next ten years. The SRA is responsible for delivering the Plan, within
available resources, and in particular the Government's key targets of 50% growth
in passenger kilometres and an improvement in punctuality and reliability of rail
services.  It provides overall strategic direction and leadership for Britain's railway,
as well as letting and managing passenger franchises, developing and sponsoring
major infrastructure projects, managing freight grants, and is responsible for some
aspects of consumer protection.  Further details on the SRA can be found at
www.sra.gov.uk.


The SRA’s review of the rural branch lines was prompted by a need to examine the role of the


railway in a changing society with different demands and expectations of public transport.  This has


resulted in strong growth in passenger numbers hitting 1 billion passenger journeys in 2003-04 and


a network carrying 25% more trains than prior to privatisation.


However this growth has been focused on a number of key routes and areas of the network leaving


a substantial part of the network under used.  At the same time a significant gap between costs and


income on the under used section of the network had become an issue.  This reflected the high


fixed costs of providing a rail service with its own infrastructure and stations irrespective of the


number of passengers using these lines.


The SRA, realising that conventional cost-cutting or line closure were not an option, decided to


examine in more detail the role of the rural branch lines to deliver other objectives such as


alleviating local congestion, as part of the tourist economy or providing environmentally friendly


access to historic coastal towns and national parks.


The SRA defines rural rail lines as ones that typically:


• Speed limit of 75 mph or less;


• Are of a low frequency (normally hourly or less);


• Have a single operator;


• Are local or rural in character;


• Do not carry international passenger traffic.


Using this definition the SRA have determined that 1,300 route miles of the existing rail network


would be included in this review, representing 12.5% of the network and 420 stations (17% of the


total).


Community Lines


The model currently being proposed by the SRA draws its inspiration from the
regional branch lines in Germany, Netherlands and Denmark.  In all these
countries independently locally managed railways have been part of regional
transport provision for decades.  In the past few years Germany have been
particularly successful in transforming the fortunes of loss making rural lines
through involving the local management and the communities on the route in the
management of the branch line.


D.1


D.2


D.
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In the UK the concept of the Community Rail Partnership has been around now for about 10 years


with over 30 lines now run in this manner.  Many of these lines had been lost in far larger franchise


areas and had been starved of resources, funding and management support for years.  In each case


the Partnership has the following characteristics:


• Local management within Train Operating Company (TOC);


• Engaging with a wide circle of local stakeholders; 


• Shared management of local stations; 


• Improved local and regional marketing;  


• Ability to access new funding.


Local Response


In February 2004 the SRA launched a consultation paper on community rail
development identifying a number of lines that would be considered for a pilot.
Included in this list was Island Line due to its structure as the only micro-franchise
within the current rail network.  As part of the consultation process the SRA asked
for responses to 27 questions on the subject of community rail by 28th May 2004.


The Council’s response stressed the essentially urban nature of Island Line and the higher


passenger numbers and service frequency compared to the standard definition of community rail


branch lines.


The Rail Working Party (RWP) of the Quality Transport Partnership supported this response.


Full details of the consultation process and subsequent policy developments can be found at


www.sra.gov.uk/communityrail. 


Community Rail Development Strategy


Following careful consideration of the responses the SRA drew together a strategy
for community rail that was published in November 2004.  This process was also
informed by the details contained in the recent Government White Papers on
transport and the future of rail.


The Strategy proposed that Island line would continue to develop the microfranchise model with


additional input of a community rail partnership.  However Island Line was dropped from the list of


pilot lines due to its unique franchise structure and that it is a more substantial line than the other


branch lines included in the remit of the Strategy.


Isle of Wight Community Rail Partnership


In the meantime a major steer from the SRA had been to establish a Community
Rail Partnership (CRP) to support Island Line through the pilot stage of the new
strategy.  On the Island the Rail Working Party (RWP) of the Quality Transport
Partnership has championed the Island’s role in the pilot and led the wide-ranging
discussions on putting together a CRP.


At the RWP meeting on 21st December 2004 a proposal to evolve the Working Party into a


Community Rail Partnership was approved.  This was ratified by the full QTP on 13th January 2005.


A paper ‘To support the Quality Transport Partnership in developing a Community Rail Partnership’


was presented to the Council’s Executive Committee on 6th October 2004.  The Executive with the


commitment to provide financial support to the emerging Community Rail Partnership passed this


unanimously.


D.3


D.4


D.5
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The CRP was established in January 2005 and is jointly funded by the Council, Island Line/South


West Trains, Wightlink, Leader + and LIFT.


This new body seeks to co-ordinate the many activities currently underway at the main stations as


well as the various initiatives providing new transport links and interchanges.  Alongside this work


the CRP seeks to support Island Line’s case for improved investment in infrastructure and rolling


stock.


ACoRP, the national federation of community rail partnerships, has provided a considerable amount


of development support and advice to the Isle of Wight CRP.  The Association of Community Rail


Partnerships (www.acorp.uk.com) is a not-for-profit organisation working in partnership with the


SRA to develop good quality and innovative services on local and rural railways across the United


Kingdom. 


Developing a Passenger Rail


Strategy


Research and Consultation


The Isle of Wight Council has prepared this draft Passenger Rail Strategy having
undertaken research and initial internal consultation. The research and
consultation stage in developing the Passenger Rail Strategy has been achieved
through a number of methods:


• Desktop review of current provision


• Benchmarking against other local authority areas


• Best Value Review of Transport


• Key stakeholder interviews


• Brainstorming sessions, and


• Group consultation


In the following section the results of these reviews and discussions are considered, particularly


where they gave insight into those issues and concerns that have particular relevance in developing


a Passenger Rail Strategy.


Consultation  was undertaken on an individual and group basis, in stages. Initial structured


interviews and brainstorming sessions with the Council’s own technical staff identified issues for


consideration and further research. Through this process existing views were challenged and


opportunities for innovation and service development was encouraged. Central to this process was


priority setting and realistic consideration of both constraints and opportunities of the rail sector.


E.


E.1
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Following these first meetings the draft framework for the Passenger Rail Strategy was created and


formed the basis for consultation and interaction with the following key stakeholders:


• Councillors;


• Government Office for the South East;


• Train Operating Companies;


• Community Rail Partnership;


• Isle of Wight Steam Railway;


• User Groups;


• Local Ferry and Hovercraft Service Operators;


• Network Rail;


• Quality Transport Partnership;


• Community Groups;


• Town and Parish Councils;


• Isle of Wight Tourism;


• Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce;


• Neighbouring Local Authorities.


The general public had an opportunity to view this document through their local libraries and on


www.iwight.com. 


Results of Initial Consultation


Some of the points raised were structural, reflecting the relationship of the Council
with Island Line and the workings of the heavily regulated rail sector, while other
points raised reflected the need for long-term investment in the line. The following
have been identified as key issues:


• Rolling stock


• Service Frequencies 


• Level of subsidy


• Infrastructure and Interchanges 


• Rail Information


• Accessibility


• Staff


• Integrated Transport Policies 


Rolling Stock


The age of the current rolling stock used by Island Line and the high cost of leasing 68 year old


vehicles was seen as a major concern.  Replacement rolling stock might not necessarily be ‘heavy


rail’ (the current vehicles) as there are light rail options available.


Service Frequencies


Service frequency is key to attracting passengers to public transport and particularly those who


have the car as a convenient alternative.  In particular for Island Line there is a need to meet the


FastCat services arriving and leaving the Island at Ryde Pierhead.


E.2
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Level of Subsidy


Concern over the high level of subsidy given to Island, totalling £10.2m during the current franchise.


However it is clear that only half this subsidy reaches the Island to support Island Line and maintain


the infrastructure.


Infrastructure and Interchanges


While there has been investment in the track in recent years there is still a need to replace track


between Smallbrook Junction and Brading Station.  Also the options of raising the height of Ryde


tunnel should be looked at, to improve the range of rolling stock that can be used on the line.


The Council’s support for the Ryde Interchange project in the Provisional Local Transport Plan 2 is


an example of improving station facilities.  


Rail Information


The provision of rail travel information is good via the Island Line Timetable and on the internet.


There is no immediate need for real time information at all stations in the short term although such


a system, including details of onward connections and other local modes of public transport, would


be desirable in the longer term.


Accessibility


There is common recognition that the demographics of the Island make ensuring both vehicle and


station accessibility is a priority. To date Island Line’s record in this area has been very good, with


only Ryde St Johns Station causing concern over access.  


Staff


Island Line currently employs 40 members of staff.  Employment by Island Line has been seen as a


good career move and the TOC confirmed that advertisements for positions with Island Line had


always generated a high number of applicants.  


Integrated Transport Policies 


It was considered that the Local Transport Plan 1 offered a number of policy objectives for


passenger rail within the Island’s transport provision, but in LTP2 there is improved integration with


other modes of transport and the inclusion of clear and realistic initiatives and objectives for


passenger rail.  A good example of this in action has been the recent launch of the No 16 Ventnor


Rail Bus Link linking passenger rail services at Shanklin Station with Ventnor and St Lawrence.


Average weekly passenger boarding figures are 1000 per week. 


A key improvement to help the trains reach the FastCat ferry connections would be putting in a


passing loop near Brading Station.


Summary


The wider consultation process has been a valuable exercise in identifying the objectives, roles and


concerns of the key stakeholders in the delivery of rail services on the Isle of Wight. There is a need


for clear agreement by the


Council with stakeholders on the


specific roles or actions needed


to develop effective passenger


rail on the Island and for all


stakeholders to work with the


Department for Transport on the


detail of the next franchise.
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Objectives and Targets


Background


Although on the Isle of Wight the car is currently the primary choice of transport
and for the majority will remain an important means of travel, the railway still
forms an essential part of the local transport system in the Ryde to Shanklin
corridor. 


It is therefore important to set out clear and achievable objectives and targets for the Isle of Wight


Council Passenger Rail Strategy. While the objectives define the overall aims of the strategy at a


broad level, the targets set out measurable goals. This helps to assess whether or not the


objectives are being achieved. It will also provide a basis upon which changes that result from the


implementation of the Passenger Rail Strategy can be monitored.


LGA Shared Priorities


The Government and the Local Government Association (LGA) agreed, in July 2002,
a set of seven shared priorities for local government.  These priorities, which
include raising the standards across schools, transforming the local environment
and meeting local transport needs more effectively, are a focus for the efforts of
Government and councils for improving public services.


Within the shared priority for transport there are a number of key themes that should be addressed,


they include: 


• Accessibility


• Congestion


• Air quality


• Road Safety


The Department for Transport will be looking for clear evidence that these shared priorities are at


the heart of all local transport strategies and Local Transport Plan 2.  However it  has been up to


the local authority to decide the relative importance of each of the shared priority themes on the


Island.


The Council through its initial consultation process for LTP2 decided to add two additional local


themes to its LTP; they are Economic Prosperity and Regeneration, and Effective Management.


Isle of Wight Council Targets and Monitoring


To achieve the above objectives it is necessary to adopt various targets to be applied
to promote and improve rail services on the Island. Each target should be easily
understood, measurable and relevant. The Isle of Wight Council has needed to
consider, develop and adopt appropriate targets following the consultation stage of
developing the Strategy.
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Under LTP1 the following Local Performance Indicators were established and reported annually in


the APR: 


• Number of train passenger journeys (2003/4 Target= 830,520, Actual= 867,000)


• Train punctuality (2003/4 Target= 95%, Actual= 97.7%)


• Train reliability (2003/4 Target= 98%, Actual= 99.9%)


These remain the principal indicators against which targets should be set. It is however believed


that the correct current figure is close to 1.2 million train passenger journeys and that the target


should be based upon a continuing increase to that revised base figure.


Monitoring and Management


The preparation of a monitoring framework would be essential to ensure that the
Passenger Rail Strategy is meeting its objectives and targets, allowing it to be
reviewed and amended if necessary. The monitoring could be carried out through
continued liaison between the Isle of Wight Council and the current, and future,
Train Operating Companies to monitor changes in service, reliability and patronage
on the line serving the Island. 


The Council will report on its own performance as part of the Local Transport Plan 2’s Annual


Progress Reports.  The rail monitoring would be integrated with the wider monitoring undertaken


as part of the Local Transport Plan process and Best Value community surveys. 


F.4
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Programme


Delivering the Programme


These objectives and targets lead to a programme of rail service and infrastructure
initiatives for the Island that will be included in the 2006 – 2011 Local Transport Plan
2. These initiatives for development of the rail service and its infrastructure can now
be achieved through the Council, the Community Rail Partnership and the Train
Operating Company.  Future Passenger Rail Strategies can review those initiatives
and identify further measures to support rail services on the Isle of Wight. 


The Programme


The initiatives that are proposed for implementation or to be investigated during
the 5 year Local Transport Plan 2 period (2006-2011) will fall into the following
areas:


• Integrated transport;


• Island Line;


• Isle of Wight Steam Railway;


• National rail network;


• Other rail proposals.


Summary


The proposals for the programme will include a mix of capital and revenue funding, extensions of


existing initiatives and the introduction of new innovations. They will need support from officers,


councillors, TOC, the CRP and other transport operators and the wider community if they are to be


effective.


Action Plan


The implementation of the measures in this Passenger Rail Strategy should be
closely co-ordinated with the 5 year programme established by the Local Transport
Plan 2 and with other Council transport initiatives. To deliver the Passenger Rail
Strategy it is important to have a clear understanding of what can be achieved over
time with existing resources but also identifying where additional funding or
staffing may be secured. It is recognised that any Action Plan will need to be
considered as part of the wider consultation on the Passenger Rail Strategy and
that some elements may be delivered earlier or later dependent on reprioritisation
or external factors.


G.


H.


G.1
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Conclusions


This Passenger Rail Strategy sets out a clear and practical framework for the
development of the local railway on the Isle of Wight, which reflects national
transport policies, the Local Transport Plan 2 and the Councils priorities. It also
reflects the demographics, economy and operating conditions of the Island, and the
limits of a railway line serving only part of the Island.


The Local Government Association’s Shared Objectives that are central to the Local Transport Plan


2 will also be reflected in the Passenger Rail Strategy and its targets on:


• Congestion • Safer Roads


• Accessibility • Air Quality


Alongside these Shared Objectives, the Council has added to local objectives that will be reflected in


the Passenger Rail Strategy:


• Economic Prosperity and Regeneration


• Effective Management


The Passenger Rail Strategy will use monitoring and review processes as essential to achieving the


overall objectives. 


The measures and initiatives identified are often an extension of existing programmes and projects,


but they can now be drawn together to achieve a combined impact alongside the work of the


Community Rail Partnership. 


Investment in local rail services by the Government has become more difficult because of a new


focus of value for money in providing rail services outlined in the recent White Paper. New funding


opportunities, whether from local government or the private sector need to be explored fully to


improve local rail services and facilities.


The timescale for the Passenger Rail Strategy objectives and key themes is 5 years, reflecting the


period covered by LTP2 but many of the measures likely to be included in the Action Plan are


predominantly planned for the immediate two years. This reflects the timescale of the existing


franchise that ends in February 2007. 


The Action Plan is to be provided to ensure that the delivery of these measures is properly managed


over the 5 years and that all of the partners are aware of their role in achieving successful


implementation. The Passenger Rail Strategy will be subject to widespread consultation and the


Action Plan will be developed and revised accordingly.  


I.
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Appendix A: Community Rail


Partnership Constitution


1. Title


The Title shall be the Isle of Wight Community Rail Partnership (here in after referred to as 'the


partnership').


2. Aims


The Aims of the partnership will be:


• To increase use of existing train services and Solent connections;


• To develop community goodwill and involvement with the local railway;


• To improve station facilities and environment;


• To develop integrated transport links to and from the railway;


• To assist with developing agreed long-term strategies for the local railway.


3. Objectives


The partnership will work with the local management of Island Line to achieve the following


objectives:


• To identify potential growth markets for the rail service;


• To support station development projects along the line and act as a catalyst for
other projects;


• To work positively with other transport providers;


• To work with the tourism industry on the island to promote use of rail;


• To ensure that the railway is an active participant in regeneration strategies for
the Island;


• To identify new potential stakeholders in the community;


• To work with community organisations to harness people’s energies and
creativity;


• To participate in community based events and activities which promote 
the local railway;


• To identify and secure external funding for projects which meet the CRP’s vision,
aims and objectives.


4. Membership


The partnership will have two types of membership:


Stakeholder – Defined as an organisation with a substantial primary or secondary
interest in Island Line providing a minimum level of funding to the partnership.


Groups/ Businesses – This is defined as any groups or businesses on the Isle of
Wight with an interest in the future of the railway.


Nominations for Groups/ Businesses membership will require the support of an existing member.


Nominations to be circulated not less than 28 days in advance of the next Executive Committee


meeting and any objections to be put in writing for consideration at that meeting. Full membership


shall follow a favourable majority vote by those present with voting rights at such an Executive


Committee meeting.
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5. Officers


The Officers shall comprise a Chairperson and Treasurer and shall be elected for a term of 1 year


by the whole membership.


A Deputy Chairperson will be elected by the Executive Committee to deputise in the Chairperson’s


absence.  The function of the Treasurer shall be to carry out monthly audits of the decision-


making/purchase order system and prepare an annual financial statement.


The Rail Development Officer will provide secretariat support to the partnership’s Executive


Committee. 


6. Executive Committee


There shall be an Executive Committee responsible to the partnership. 


The membership of this committee shall include:


• The officers of the partnership; 


• The Stakeholder Members;


• Two elected representatives of Groups/Business;


• Up to 3 co-opted members, two places to be reserved for representatives of the
Quality Transport Partnership and Isle of Wight Tourism.


If any committee member fails to attend three consecutive meetings without good reason, he shall


be deemed to have resigned from the Committee and the vacancy may be filled at the next meeting


of the group. 


The Executive Committee shall have the power to: -


• To direct the work of the partnership and the Rail Development Officer;


• To consider the needs of the members and advise the Island Quality Transport
Partnership, the Department for Transport and other bodies accordingly;


• To appoint such sub-committees and project groups as may be necessary;


• To distribute publicity newsletters etc as may be agreed by the partnership or
Executive Committee;


• To make such arrangements for receiving and raising finances etc as shall be
necessary;


• To take all such other action as may be delegated from the partnership from
time to time.


7. Auditors


An Auditor shall be appointed annually at the AGM who shall not be a member of the Executive


Committee.


8. Accounts


The Executive Committee shall maintain an interest bearing bank or building society account in the


name of the partnership. Transactions on these shall be operated on the authority of the treasurer


and/or one other nominated member of the Executive Committee.


9. Subscriptions


The partnership's year shall commence on 1st April and the annual subscription for Stakeholder


members and Groups/Business members shall be determined at each AGM.
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10. Meetings


AGM


The AGM shall be held within six months of the beginning of each financial year. Not less than 21


clear days notice of the convening of the AGM shall be given in writing to all members together with


a copy of the audited financial statement, and any proposed alterations to the constitution.


At the AGM the business shall include the election of Group/Business members of the Executive


Committee and the Officers, and the consideration of annual reports on its work since the


preceding AGM.


Nominations for the officers and elected members of the Executive Committee shall be made in


writing to the Chairperson to be received no later than 7 days before the date of the AGM.


Nominations must bear the names of the proposer and seconder and indicate the willingness of the


nominee to stand for election.


The election of the officers requires a majority vote of both types of membership.


Ordinary Meetings


(a) Ordinary meetings shall be held at least twice each year (in addition to the AGM). These


meetings will concentrate on a particular topic of interest and value to the membership as a whole. 


(b) Resolutions or directives may be made at these meetings for the consideration or action of the


Executive Committee. Such resolutions require a majority of both types of membership to be


considered as adopted by the Meeting.  In this event, a progress report must be given at the


following meeting, whether an ordinary meeting or an AGM.


Extraordinary General Meetings


Extraordinary meetings may be called by the Executive Committee or at the written request of one


half of the both types of membership, such written request to be delivered to the Chairperson.


Notice of an EGM shall be given to all members at least 21 clear days before the date of the


meeting and shall state the purpose for which the meeting is to be called.


11. Voting


At the AGM or an EGM, each paid-up member shall be entitled to one vote. Proxy votes are


permitted by writing and by representation.


At any meeting the Chairperson, or in his absence the Deputy Chairperson, shall have the casting vote.


12. Quorum


The quorum for meetings of the Executive Committee shall be 5 members.


13. Alterations to the Constitution


This Constitution may be altered by the assent of at least two thirds of the full membership,


represented and voting at the AGM or EGM. The Chairperson shall receive any proposals for the


alteration of the Constitution at least 28 clear days before the meeting at which such a proposal is


to be considered. Each member organisation shall be notified in writing and given full details of any


such proposal at least 21 clear days before the meeting at which it is to be discussed.


14. Dissolution


(i) The partnership may be dissolved at any time by a decision of two thirds of the full membership.


(ii) Any assets remaining on dissolving the partnership after satisfying any outstanding debts and


liabilities shall be distributed on the advice of the Island Quality Transport Partnership.
















Engineering Services


Stephen Matthews BSc (Hons) CEng MICE MIHT
Head of Engineering Services
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Smarter Choices


Introduction 


Travel to work and school together form the bulk of our everyday peak hour
journeys. Issues, such as the way in which we work and how we travel to work and
school, can have a major impact on the number of car trips and congestion.  It can
also impact on the wider issues such as pollution and personal health.  The Council
recognises that issues such as flexible working, working from home, workplace and
school travel plans, car sharing, walking and cycling have the potential to make a
positive contribution to many of our key priorities including accessibility, health,
education, congestion and the environment. 


The Council is looking to address these issues and, as well as working with partners to deliver


workplace and school travel plans, has chosen a challenging target to increase the numbers of


people cycling to work and school as the transport element of a Public Service Agreement (PSA)


agreed with the Government as a method to improve local services. This target, which is to reach


the national target  (now abandoned) earlier than required, is being delivered using a partnership


approach involving school travel plans, road safety, health, education, SUSTRANS and others.


Background


As a predominantly rural community the council recognises the importance of
encouraging flexible working and supporting local businesses to maximise
opportunities for home shopping. With over 25% of the island population without
access to a car the council recognises the need for local projects to supplement the
public transport network. The Rural Community Council are
looking to assist the accessibility of specific client groups and the
council have worked with the organisation to facilitate these
initiatives. The schemes have included a car share project and a
scheme to assist with the provision of power two wheels for
young persons in low-income employment.


Parts of the Island are ideally suited to allow and encourage everyday short


trips to be made on foot and by bicycle.  The opportunity to walk and cycle


safely for heath and leisure should also be recognised as an important part of


the attraction of the Island as a tourist destination.  


The importance of sustainable transport is recognised in the Community Plan,


“Island Futures” and the Local Transport Plan (LTP), is working with a range


of other plans including the Local Development Framework (LDF) and Draft


Tourism Plan to help put these improvements on the ground.   


Reducing the need to travel


We can help to reduce the need to travel through a number of means. Workplace
and school travel plans can, through the adoption of flexible working practices,
reduce the number of journeys made. They can also encourage modal shift and
foster walking and cycling.


Longer-term land use policies can help reduce journeys by locating services close to where people


live. Locating development where it can be accessed by means other than the car can also help


increase transport choice.


Internet shopping can help increase the choice and availability of goods and services, and the


growth of “armchair shopping” is continuing to increase. The ability to take services to people –


such as the mobile library – can also help reduce journeys and increase accessibility.


A.


A.1


A.2


A.3
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A.4


A.5


Travel to school


Travel to school, participation in after-school activities, the healthy schools
programme, participating in National Campaigns and cycling as part of the PE
curriculum are all key initiatives embraced by schools. The success and benefits of
the introduction of cycling into the PE curriculum in two of the high schools has
received national recognition and has a key role to play in the raising of standards
in Island schools. The project will now to be offered to the remaining high schools
during the 2005/2006 academic year. 


Thirteen teachers at primary and middle schools have now achieved a cycle coach qualification and


are in the process of including cycling either in the curriculum or in extended schools activities


There are currently 35 additional teachers being trained. The continued success of these initiatives


is dependant on partnership working with the Isle of Wight Council and other organisations


including British Cycling. 


Travel to work


Travel to work accounts for a large number of our everyday journeys. The 2001
census shows that locally 60 % of journeys to work are undertaken by car. Local
surveys show that at peak times nearly 80% of the cars entering Newport, our
capital town, are single occupancy journeys – one person, one car, of those
journeys 60% are under 2 mile long. 


The council and local NHS Trust have already acknowledged the need to develop work place travel


plans as a method to increase travel choice and maximise joint capacity. Establishing a joint travel


plan in this way could help, increase travel by sustainable means and have a positive benefit in


terms of helping to reduce congestion and increasing the health and fitness of employees through


walking and cycling.


Transport and health


At present only 37% of men and 24% of women and three in ten boys and four in ten
girls are meeting the recommended levels of physical activity. The challenge we
face to encourage more people to become more active creates an opportunity to
increase the number of people cycling and walking. The Local Authority are
working in partnership with the Primary Care Trust to make walking and cycling
more accessible for all Island residents. The authority has recently appointed a
Physical Activity Alliance co-ordinator who is working closely with the cycling
promotion officer to develop a programme of activities to include walking and
cycling for patients referred for cardiac rehabilitation and obesity management.


A.6
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B.1.1


B.1.4


B.1


Policy Context


National Policy


The Government have published a number of key, cross-department strategic
documents that highlight the role that walking and cycling can play in  achieving a
safe, environmentally sustainable and health promoting local transport option. The
Isle of Wight Council’s approach to Walking and Cycling takes account of the
following policies:


Walking and Cycling 


Walking and Cycling: An Action Plan (2004) 
Identifies key areas that have the potential to make a positive contribution to increasing the levels of


walking and cycling. 


Cycling England


In 2005, following a review of cycling by DfT, the National Cycling Strategy Board (NCS) was


replaced by a new body, Cycling England.Cycling England have been charged with the planning and


co-ordination of investment to deliver cycling with the support of a cross-government coalition of


funding and steering Departments. “The Government Group”


Safer Routes to School 


The Safer Routes to School (SRTS) programme, supported by SUSTRANS, aims to encourage


walking and cycling to school by employing both physical engineering measures and education to


improve road safety on the school journey. 


Health Promotion


Choosing Activity: a physical activity action plan
As a cross-government plan to co-ordinate action aimed at increasing levels of physical activity, this


document gives clear guidance on how all local authority departments can work towards increasing


the attractiveness and accessibility of cycling and walking for the whole population.


The Healthy Blueprint for Schools, Our Healthier Nation
This document supports a “whole school” approach to health via the organisation and the taught


curriculum to encourage a healthy lifestyle with one key objective to physical activity.


Social Inclusion


Making the connections 
Published by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM), highlights the importance of


accessible transport in relation to social inclusion for individuals from disadvantaged groups or


communities. Accessibility planning is key to ensuring jobs and essential services are available to


the community as a whole.


Local Policy


The overarching strategy for the Island is in the Community Plan, “Island Futures” and there are a


number of policies and strategies which impact on walking and cycling include policies for health


and education.  


Rights of Way Improvement Plan


As required by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, (CRoW) the Rights of Way Improvement


Plan, is a strategic document in respect of the management and improvement of the local rights of


way network. Its key aim is to ensure better provision for walkers, cyclists equestrians and


individuals with mobility impairment. The topography of the Island will enable this plan will pay a


key role in the development of rights of way that will also provide accessible routes to local


amenities for Islanders and tourists. This document is currently under preparation and a draft copy


is included as annex to LTP2 for consultation.


B.


B.1.2


B.1.3


B.1.5


B.2.1


B.2
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B.2.2


C.1


C.1.1


Planning Policy


The transport strategies and policies in the Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan1996-2011(UDP)


aim to improve the sustainable  transport infrastructure through the following key objectives :


• To try and reduce the need to travel, especially by car


• To promote alternatives to car use


• To make the best use of the existing highway network


• To increase opportunities for walking and cycling


• Limit the undesirable impact of car use


The UDP refers to Section 106 agreement developer contributions into sustainable transport fund.


These monies are being used for the improvement cycling and walking infrastructure as well as


public transport improvements.


Transport is a key element in the preparation and delivery of the Local Development Framework


(LDF), which when adopted will replace the UDP.


Aims and objectives


Objectives


This document does not exist in isolation, but provides a focus for an improved
infrastructure for cyclists and walkers to enable the authority to work within the
framework of current national and local health, transport and education policy and
strategies. The document is also looking to improve accessibility, reduce congestion
and pollution and improve Road Safety as part of the Local Government Agenda
shared priorities as walking and cycling have a key role to play in their delivery.


Developing a transport infrastructure that will ensure that new schemes do not disadvantage or


discourage walkers and cyclists and thereby assist with the reduction in congestion and the


increase the levels of physical activity.


Objective SC/1


Using the new design guidance*, a cycle audit for all highway schemes will be carried out at


each stage of design and implementation to ensure that, where possible, the opportunity is


taken to encourage cycling and walking and, at a minimum, no measures are taken which


serve to discourage or exclude these user groups. Consideration will be given to:


• Safety and security


• Directness and continuity of provision


• Convenience, including clear signing


* The design guidance is currently being prepared and will be submitted with the final plan


Objective SC/2


The Council will implement measures to develop an “invisible infrastructure” for pedestrians


and cyclists on the existing highway network using a range of non-cycling schemes. By


making the best use of existing road space, speed management and good junction design


practice, they will improve safety and accessibility with priority given to locations where safety


or accessibility problems are identified.


C.
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C.1.4


C.1.2


C.1.3


Improving accessibility by creating a safe and convenient network that links to local and regional


networks and public rights of way.  Improving accessibility to local schools and facilities for both


Islanders and tourists.


Objective SC/ 3


The Council will continue to work with SUSTRANS to ensure the National Cycle Network


Route 22 is completed on the Island within 3 years and that local amenities and schools are


linked to the facility where possible.


Objective SC/4


The Council will ensure that the implementation and any reviews of the Rights of Way


Development Plan continue to maximise the development of the network as an addition to the


highway for accessing local amenities for Islanders and tourists where appropriate.


Objective  SC/5


The Council will continue to work with all organisations involved in any Island wide or local


area regeneration initiatives and new developments to ensure that walkers and cyclists needs


are included in the development of their projects to include:


• The provision of good quality, covered, secure cycle parking in accordance with
guidelines in the most recent Council guidelines.  (Currently the UDP)


• The provision of seats or benches for resting where appropriate.


• The provision of showers and lockers where appropriate.


Partnership working with organisations to ensure all Travel Plans maximise the opportunities for


sustainable travel including walking and cycling, and consider the need and provision of alternatives


to travel.


Objective   SC/ 6


The Council will encourage interested organisations and the public to assist in the


development of walking and cycling on the Island by consultation and through the cycle forum


and the circulation of cycling policy and plans.


Objective SC/7


The Council will utilise new and current planning policy to ensure that travel plans are


produced as an integral part of the planning process for existing and new developments.


Objective  SC/8


The council continue to promote and support a range of flexible working measures that reduce


the need to travel to include:


• Teleworking • Teleconferencing


In recognition of the importance of an active lifestyle the authority will continue to work with the


local PCT to ensure joint promotion of cycling and walking as realistic healthy options that are


accessible to all.
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Objective SC/9


The Council will work with the PCT and the Physical Activities Alliance Co-Ordinator to assist in


the delivery of specific goals in the Choosing Activity: a physical activity action plan. The relevant


identified goals are:


• Ensuring high-quality, well-targeted and attractive provision for walking and
cycling.


• Encouraging activity in early years, schools, further and higher education.


• Ensuring people understand where the opportunities exist in daily life to be active.


Working with schools and employers to ensure the sharing of best practice in the provision of


facilities and support for individuals choosing to participate in walking and cycling for health,


transport, leisure of educational purposes.


Objective SC/10


The Council will continue to develop on road cycle training and improve cycle safety through:


• The provision of cycle training to the new accredited national standard.


• The provision of education and awareness campaigns for walkers, cyclists and
other road users.


Objective  SC/11


The Council will continue to develop working partnerships with Island organisations and


internal departments that seek to support individuals in sourcing the necessary equipment to


participate in walking and cycling activities through:


• Continuing to foster relationships between schools, employers, retailers and
cyclist and walking organisations and volunteer groups providing equipment
and materials needed to access the activities.


Objective SC/12


The Council will continue to encourage and support schools choosing to include cycling in the


curriculum , including PE and citizenship. 


Objective SC/13


The Council will continue to produce and distribute maps and other information to assist both


recreational and utility cyclists and walkers, and ensure, where practicable, that the maps are


updated to include any infrastructure changes that may assist with accessibility to local


services and amenities.


Recognising the dual role of walking and cycling in supporting Island tourism. 


Objective SC/14


• To ensure sustained growth in the green tourism industry by working with the
relevant bodies to provide a high quality visitor experience for walkers and
cyclists through: Promotion of the “chartermark” scheme for accommodation
providers


• Ensuring convenient, covered secure cycle parking at tourist locations


C.1.5


C.1.6







Promotion of a range of measures that will create opportunities for informed choices about the


need to travel.


Objective SC/15


The council will actively work with  organisations involved in any local area or Island wide


projects and developments to ensure their projects include a range of travel options and


alternatives to reduce the need to travel including:


• Flexible working schemes, including working from home.


• Personalised travel planning.


• Car share schemes


• Home delivery schemes.


Targets


LTP2


The Council will submit it’s second Local Transport Plan to the Government in July
2005.  The Plan contains 2 cycle specific indicators and targets.


Annualised index of cycling trips


Indicator Description


Annualised index of cycling trips.


Methodology and Monitoring


Data is to be collected manually at 9 locations across the Isle of Wight covering both on and off road


cycling (see separate monitoring sections for more details).  Figures will be factored to provide


annual figures and indexed (using a 2003/04 base).


Target Selection and Rationale


Cycling is considered an important local issue and can assist in tackling congestion, increasing


accessibility and addressing air quality.  


The Council are pleased with the progress made during their first LTP and are continuing to strive


for their very ambitious, stretched Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA) target of tripling cycling


levels by 2006 compared to 2000 base.  This stretched target equates to 243,700 trips in 2005/06.


Although the national cycling target has now been abandoned, the Council are continuing to


increase cycling and, in recognition of the work already completed, have set a target to achieve the


stretched LPSA target and to maintain this level to the end of the plan period.


LTP2 Target T8


• By 2005/06, to increase cycling tips to 243,700 and maintain at this level


Assuming an index based upon 2003/04 levels, this would equate to a target index of 1.288 or an


increase of 28.8% over the plan period.
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Trajectories


Trajectories are set in accordance with agreed LPSA targets.


Year 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11


Number (thousands) 189 189 - - - - - -


Trajectory (thousands) - - 244 244 244 244 244 244


Index 1.00 1.00 1.288 1.288 1.288 1.288 1.288 1.288


LTP2 Change
Number (thousands) 55
% 28.8%


Actions to Achieve Targets


Isle of Wight Council and Partners


The Council are actively promoting and encouraging cycling and have recently completed their draft


Rights of Way Improvement Plan and an Active Travel - Smarter Choices document (both appended


to this plan).  


In addition, the Council will:


• Ensure the needs of cyclists are considered in new and upgraded highway
infrastructure – including stage 1, 2 and 3 cycle audits.


• Consider new cycling infrastructure.


• Ensure, where appropriate, new developments provide adequate cycling
facilities.


• Work with others on national and local cycling events – eg Cycling Festival,
Cycle Week, Wight Air.


• Work with organisers to provide facilities for cyclists at non-cycling events 
– eg Isle of Wight Rock Festival, Cowes Week.


The Council, in partnership with others, have introduced a number of new cycling initiatives


including the Children’s Cycling Club, development of a Cycle Forum and are planning to work with


schools to introduce cycling into the national curriculum (see cycle training target).


Risks to Target Delivery and Risk Management


This is an ambitious target and, in order to reach and maintain the target, the Council and it’s


partners will need to continue with ongoing work and initiatives.


Cycling can be affected by weather.  


Poor conditions on a monitoring day may


adversely affect figures and not give a true


representation of actual levels.  In order to


consider the effects of weather, manual


counts also record half hourly weather


conditions.


To supplement the cycle counts, the Council


also conducts monthly cycle parking


surveys at key locations (ie interchanges,


town centres and major employers).  This


survey is to be adopted by neighbouring


Solent Local Authorities.


D.2.4


D.2.5
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Cycle training


Indicator Description


Percentage of school aged children participating in cycle training.


Methodology and Monitoring


The training will be delivered by Road Safety Unit staff teaching staff in schools, and other


independent qualified cycle trainers and will therefore require 3 separate procedures for collecting


the data. 


Road Safety Unit Data


This data will be obtained from the training records maintained by the Road Safety Unit and will be


supplied by the Principal Road Safety Officer on a termly basis and reported annually.


Schools Data


Schools data will be obtained from school student data and will be supplied by relevant teaching


staff on a termly basis and reported annually


Independent Trainers Data


Data relating to training delivered by independent trainers will be obtained from the membership


database of the Island Youth Cycling Club and will be supplied and reported on an annual basis.


Target Selection and Rationale


The Isle of Wight has achieved national recognition for its success within cycling  and is looking to


build and improve upon this.  This target will give the authority the opportunity to proactively


contribute to a wide range of local and national government objectives including: accessibility,


sustainability, public health, social inclusion and also reducing road congestion.


The target creates the opportunity for the authority to develop working partnerships with a variety of


bodies and organizations to aid delivery, and would see Cycling England , SUSTRANS and British


Cycling as some of the key partners. A pilot scheme in schools has demonstrated the potential for


cycling to assist in the delivery of the local aim to improve standards in schools and the authority


are keen to develop this currently popular and successful scheme.


LTP2 Target T14


• By 2010/11, to increase to 24% the percentage of children participating
in cycle training.  


(Percentages based upon total of 24,000 children).


Year 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11


Number 1176 - - - - - -


% of children 4.9 - - - - - -


Trajectory - 1176 2088 3000 3912 4824 5736


% of children - 4.9 8.7 12.5 16.3 20.1 23.9


LTP2 Change
4560


Number 


% 19


Following the positive response to current introduction of cycle training into the school curriculum,


it was hoped that we would be able to effect a large increase in numbers trained over a short


timescale. However, after considering the possible changes facing education, it has been decided to


produce a linear trajectory.


D.3.3


D.3.1


D.3.2


D.3
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Actions to Achieve Targets


Additional funding for road safety initiatives has been identified, enabling the
Council to identify priority areas, including cycling casualty reduction, through the
delivery of road safety engineering, education and publicity


To encourage participation it is key that cycling is perceived as a safe activity and the Council’s


casualty reduction targets, which include reducing cyclist casualties, are linked to the Governments


road safety strategy, “Tomorrows Roads – Safer For Everyone” and will be delivered through Council


– Road Safety Plan 2005-2010 a copy of which is included as an annex in the LTP.


The extension of the cycle training beyond physical participation, to include    curricular links to


technology, mathematics, geography and other key subjects is seen as an opportunity to develop a


future generation of individuals with a better understanding of sustainable transport modes and


their impact on daily lives, and it is planned to extend the scheme into more schools. The newly


formed Island Youth Cycling Club will support the project. This will allow any children unable to


participate in training in the school environment, or through the service provided by the road safety


unit, to still have access to formal cycle training.


Following a successful bike to school week campaign held on the dates originally planned for a


national campaign, the authority aims to increase the support for both local and national


campaigns to promote and support cycling.


Partners


The authority currently demonstrates strong partnership working with SUSTRANS
in developing off road cycle ways. We are keen to develop this further as a method
improving cycling and assisting with the delivery of more school links.


British Cycling’s “Go-Ride” scheme is the basis for the development of the training in schools and


they are currently providing dedicated training courses for Island teachers. This has proven to be


instrumental in encouraging teachers to volunteer as cycle trainers, and the authority will continue


to work closely with the organisation.


Cycling England, the new national body to plan and co-ordinate the development of cycling across


the country and a new National Standard for Cycle Training, have a clear agenda to deliver cycle


training and it is planned to work closely with this body to ensure we maximise best practice.


Risks


The local authority is undergoing a period of change following a recent change of
administration. One of the key priorities for the new Council is to raise standards
in education and to minimise any risk of any impending changes.  It will be vital to
ensure that there is clear communication with education and it is proposed to
invite a member of staff from education to join the Cycle Forum.


D.3.4


D.3.5


D.3.6
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F.


Monitoring
To fulfil the monitoring requirements for both APR and the PSA the authority has an
established a comprehensive, detailed monitoring regime which has been
recognised by Department of Transport as “best practice”.


Cycle Monitoring


The Council commenced a detailed programme of cycle monitoring in 2000. Cycle
trips are currently monitored monthly at 9 locations across the Isle of Wight
covering both on and off road cycling:


1. Newport to Cowes cycle track;
2. Cowes to East Cowes floating bridge;
3. Freshwater to Yarmouth cycle track;
4. Newport to Sandown cycle track;
5. Fairlee Road, Newport;
6. Blackwater Road, Newport;
7. Carisbrooke Road, Newport;
8. Staplers Road, Newport;
9. Medina Way, Newport.


During the period of the Council’s first LTP (2000/1-2004/5) the number of factored trips cycling


increased by 133% (from 81,000 to 189,000).


As part of the development of their second LTPs, Local Authorities are required to report on an


annualised index of cycling trips based on 2003/04 levels.  The Council have considered targets for


this index and have set a target to increase cycling trips to 244,000 by 2005/06 (in accordance with


their existing LPSA target) and to maintain these levels to 2010/11.  This would equate to an index


level of 128.8.


Figures will be reported every July in the Council’s Annual Progress Reports copies of which can be


downloaded from the Council’s website at www.iwight.com/transport.
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Preface


Under the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 all highway authorities
are required to publish a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) covering their
area. 


The plans are meant to be the main way for local highway authorities to identify changes to be


made, in terms of the management of, and improvements to their local rights of way network. This


is so they meet the government’s aims for better provision for walkers, cyclists, equestrians and


people with mobility problems.


Recent guidance from the Department for Transport (DfT) on the preparation of the new round of


Local Transport Plans (LTPs) - which have to be finished by March 2006 - includes references to


rights of way improvement plans.


All new LTPs must either include a ROWIP as an annexe, or make reference to uncompleted ROWIP


work in progress.


The DfT guidance is clear that the government will expect any new LTP to set out plans on how the


authority’s rights of way network can contribute to the aims of the LTP, in particular “setting


transportation in the wider context”. 
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Introduction


The Isle of Wight’s Public Rights of Way Network


The Isle of Wight has 827 kilometres of public rights of way on the definitive map -
the most concentrated network of any county in England.


The extent of each of the three categories is shown below: 


A.


A.1


A.2


A.3


266km


47km


514km
Footpaths


Bridleways


Byways


Former Rights of Way Development Plans


The Isle of Wight Council has been adopting a strategic approach to rights of way
development since 1994. In that year, following a complete survey of the condition
of the Island’s rights of way network, the council published a Milestones’ Statement
aimed at achieving the national target for rights of way within four years.


This target had been defined by the Countryside Commission and challenged local authorities to


bring their rights of way networks up to the standard of being “legally defined, properly maintained


and well publicised by the year 2000”.


In 1998 the Isle of Wight Council was the first (and remains the only) local authority to achieve the


national target for rights of way.


The strategic approach to rights of way improvement having proved its worth, the council set about


drawing up a new five-year strategy to maintain its rights of way network in excellent condition, and


develop it for locals and visitors.


Extensive research and public consultation, funded by a European Union project, led to the


publication of the Rights of Way Strategy 2001 to 2006. This document has guided the development


of the network for the last four years, and must now be replaced by a statutory rights of way


improvement plan under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act.


Background to the current Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan


This plan is prepared under Sections 60 to 62 of the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000. The act requires every highway authority in England to publish a plan
containing:
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A.4


1. The authority’s assessment of:


• The extent to which local rights of way meet present and likely future needs of
the public.


• The opportunities provided by local rights of way for exercise and other forms
of open-air recreation.


• The accessibility of local rights of way to blind and partially-sighted people
and others with mobility problems.


2. A statement of action the authority plans to take for rights of way management, and to


secure an improved network of rights of way (with particular regard to the matters


dealt with in the assessment).


Details of how the plan is to be produced, including the level of public consultation, is given in the


government’s Statutory Guidance on the Preparation of Rights of Way Improvement Plans 2002.


In drawing up this plan, authorities are required to assess three key points:


• The extent to which the local rights of way meet the present and likely needs
of the public:


• Are the present needs catered for, and are there any missing pieces that
limit people? Will the needs change in the next ten years? Will there be any
measures to cope with such change?


• The opportunities provided by local rights of way (in particular footpaths, cycle
tracks, bridleways, and restricted byways) for exercise and other open air
recreation and the enjoyment of the area:


• Does the current and future network provide easy access for health and
leisure? Do the users enjoy their local environment from the public rights of
way network? 


• The accessibility of local rights of way to blind or partially-sighted people and
others with mobility problems:


• Are people with mobility difficulties catered for? Are there any special
requirements that need adding to the network? Can all members of the
public easily use the network? 


The statutory guidance recognises that local authorities may already be developing or have in place


other plans and strategies for related areas. Related areas include healthy living, leisure, recreation,


sport, tourism, transport, and community strategies. These have been taken into account as well.


The ROWIP will include a statement of action the authority plans to take for managing local rights of


way and for securing an improved network.


Historical Data


The rights of way department is required to annually survey a random selection of
five per cent of the network (under government guidelines) and return the results to
the Audit Commission.


The Isle of Wight rights of way department conducts an annual survey of every public footpath,


bridleway and byway on the Island, giving 100 per cent coverage.


Using experienced and trained volunteers the rights of way department is able to run a valuable


project, which provides a wealth of information about the state of the network. The surveys’ findings


are used to plan future maintenance works, and predict seasonal trends or changes. This can be


seen with the change in the mowing and strimming programme after the 2002 surveys.
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6 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan E - Rights of Way Improvement Plan


2002 was the first year to run the Best Value Performance Indicators (BVPI) 100 per cent annual


surveys, and these have kept running since. The surveys assess and score every part of a path


including surface, all furniture, obstructions found, general ease of use (which is the main scoring


area), and then gives the path a pass or fail mark for each feature and in overall terms.


As the surveys take place throughout the year there is a ‘buffer’ zone of every day problems that


will be found. A small percentage of paths will fail due to common faults that are unpredictable, or


because of a problem found only on that day. However most of the path surveys will give a detailed


status of the network and weaknesses that need addressing.


For 2002 the surveys found:


Eight-four per cent of the network received a pass mark. This was the first year of surveys with


eager new surveyors, so an amount of failures was expected. The random five percent BVPI sample


received a mark of 83 per cent.


For features the individual pass rates were given as:


In 2002 it was shown that although many of the features and the entire network received higher


pass marks, there was work to be done for obstructions and overgrowth. This was again shown in


the reasons for failed paths, most being because of overgrowth or signage.
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Of the failed paths, the main reasons in 2002 were:


For 2003 the surveys found:


Eighty-three per cent of the entire network received a pass mark. This was the same as the year


before, showing there were still problems in the field, but still reasonably minor. A pattern also


showed that as the surveyors had more confidence and experience, they were also more willing to


fail a number of items, rather than just the main one. The random sample BVPI mark was 87.5 per


cent for 2003.


For features, the individual pass rates were given as:


In 2003, although the marks for obstructions had dropped, the level of overgrowth had fallen. After


the 2002 surveys, the maintenance team changed the cutting programme to encounter the summer


growth. Signage was still showing problems, but this was a feature that has an ongoing


maintenance routine to improve.
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Of the failed paths the main reasons in 2003 were:


As the BVPI project finishes its 2004 surveys, and carries on into 2005 it is showing improvement in


the field. The 2004 surveys stand at 88 per cent pass rate for the entire network. 


The overgrowth, and problems with furniture rates have dropped, mainly due to predicting problems


and the efficiency of the call record system.


Signage and waymarking are constant projects that will never receive a perfect pass rate. Different


surveyors will have changing opinions for signage, proving you can never have enough.


The surveyor teams have developed into a small group of trusted and experienced professionals.


The main purpose of the surveys started as assessing the network for ease of use, but has turned


into one of the core initial inspection methods for the rights of way department.


The BVPI annual surveys will continue to run and provide the authority with an up to date status for


every part of the network. 


The surveying and follow up work from the surveys has been developed and improved each year. The


system is now an efficient method for assessing paths and reporting findings to the maintenance


team.


Internal Reporting Systems


The rights of way department works very efficiently in maintaining and keeping the
network safe for users, all year round. This efficiency is only possible from the vast
user group feeding the department reports of problems found in the field.


All calls or reports that come through to the rights of way department are logged into a computer-


based reporting database. These reports are then processed through to the maintenance


department.


In 2003 the department received 917 reports:


• 41 relating to bridge problems;


• 40 for fallen trees;


• 72 on miscellaneous issues;


• 146 for overgrown surface or overhead growth;


• 90 for poor signage;


• 79 problems with stiles;


• 111 reports of surface problems.
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For 2003 the reports by month were as follows:


In 2004 the department received 967 reports:


• 45 relating to bridge problems;


• 76 fallen trees; 


• 115 miscellaneous issues;


• 105 overgrown surface or overhead growth problems;


• 84 signage problems;


• 52 problems with stiles;


• 109 surface problems.


For 2004 the reports by month were as follows:


These figures show there is little change year to year in the number of problems, although


instances of overgrowth have dropped slightly due to the change in the summer cutting programme


(which took place in 2003).


This repeat of information and problems shows there will always be a running series of problems


on the paths at any one time. 


As well as reporting problems by phone or letter, users can also use the online report form


available on the rights of way website.
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Summary


The ROWIP does not propose change just for the sake of it. Many of the systems,
methods, work programmes, and departmental plans have been put together over
many years and with constant testing and improvement to ensure they are the most
effective way of doing the work.


For example, the 2001 to 2006 strategy document developed by the rights of way department


researched and put into place many plans and systems to improve the rights of way service. This


document will now work as a foundation for the improvement plan (as it is possible to assess the


effectiveness of changes made).


The Isle of Wight already has a good network of well-maintained paths. Even so, there have been


requests and ideas for new links from the main user groups. While these new links and ideas will


be addressed, it may benefit more users to concentrate on improving existing routes for all users,


and potential upgrades or amendments to existing paths, to allow more access or safer use. The


plan will prioritise these schemes to benefit the most users. New routes and links are also


potential schemes for encouraging external funding.


The plan will not try to find improvements where they may not be found. If a system or team is


identified as being well run and efficient, forcing change may cause problems in the long term.


Changes have only been recommended where we have identified achievable improvements for the


user or efficiency savings.


During the assessment process we identified a number of projects or changes that, although small,


would result in improvements to the service; others are more substantial and have been assigned


to a long-term strategy. 


One of the principles underlying planned improvements is that they should benefit as many types of


user as possible.  


Although the current network has good provision for most users, there is little ideal access for


people with mobility difficulties. Some areas may not be ideal or financially feasible for


improvement to the standards for such users, however where possible many improvements can be


made to aid access for all users.


The plan will also promote use of the network to current non-users. This may include people who


are not aware of the rights of way network, or those who have little knowledge of where they may


walk.


Aiding access to the network to promote walking or cycling for health and leisure are major parts of


the improvement plan, and will guarantee a user group for the future.


Therefore the main aims of the ROWIP are:


• Continue to maintain a high quality rights of way network;


• Develop the network to benefit as wide a range of users as possible;


• Identify a programme of achievable improvements;


• Improve access for those with mobility difficulties;


• Promote the network and countryside to non-users;


• Promote the network for health and leisure;


• Promote the network as an option for sustainable journeys.


A.6
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Assessment of The Network and


Consultation


Background Research; the 2001 – 2006 Strategy


Extensive research was carried out prior to production of the 2001 to 2006 strategy.
This work has given the rights of way section an advantage in producing the current
improvement plan, which is an update to the strategy.


Countryside recreation has grown dramatically in the last 30 years, and is now a major industry


supporting many local businesses. It is likely to be an important growth area for tourism on the


Island in the near future.


At the time of the production of the 2001 strategy, the Isle of Wight Walking Festival was the largest


of its kind in the UK. The festival has continued to grow and is still the largest, drawing many


visitors to the Island. The 2005 festival had 182 scheduled walks.


An earlier but still valid bridleway study showed there was a north/south divide in the network of


bridleways. Most horse riders and stables are in the north of the Island, but most of the bridleways


on the southern side. 


The Island was an early popular location for off-road sports, with mountain biking using the


bridleway network. The Island has also been identified as an ideal location for family off-road


cycling. This has led to a big increase in the use of the bridleway network for off-road cycling.


The 2001 strategy was based on extensive public consultation. Having looked again at the results


we found much of it is still relevant to the aims of an ROWIP and have therefore taken it into


account in preparing the current document.  


As a starting point to a new round of consultation the rights of way team prepared a briefing paper


explaining the requirements of the CROW Act and the areas on which we wanted opinions and


suggestions. Included in that paper was an assessment of the rights of way network as seen by the


rights of way officers, as well as preliminary suggestions for improvements based on earlier


consultations and knowledge.


The briefing paper was sent to consultees (see appendix A), and was the focus of discussion at two


meetings of the Isle of Wight Local Access Forum.


The Isle of Wight Local Access Forum


The Local Access Forum (LAF) is an advisory body set up following the CROW Act
2000. Its main purpose is to advise the local authority on access to the countryside
and open-air recreation.


The LAF is a body the local authority is required to consult over the improvement plan. Two


meetings of the LAF were held during the consultation period to discuss related matters and to


seek their advice.


The LAF gave the following general advice:


• In support of the Disability Discrimination Act there should be a policy for
removing barriers to increase access for those with mobility difficulties.


• The rights of way revenue budget should be increased to meet maintenance
costs of capital projects.


• Increased circular walks with suggested links to pubs.


• A budget should be set to achieve the East Cowes to Wootton link. 


• Opportunities to benefit the rights of way network should be taken in the
Sandown and Cowes regeneration schemes.


• Advice was given about many new links, upgrades and improvements (listed in
appendix F).


B.1
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• As well as horse riding, carriage driving needs should be considered.


• With regard to rights of way signage the forum felt more emphasis should be
put on waymarking paths at junctions, and to aid navigation across land.
Signage should also include some sort of obvious status indicator, ie in the
form of a red circle and bar.


• Steps should be made to cut the instances of motorbikes using the footpath
and bridleway network.


• Coastal path signage needs attention and updating, particularly where the
path has suffered erosion.


• Parish and town councils could be potential sources of waymarking projects
for their own area.


• There should be projects to assess and find better off-road routes,
particularly in the north of the Island.


• Bridleways should be sought through Parkhurst Forest.


• The St Helens to Brading link has a stile in place, and so does not allow a
multi-user route. This should be removed to help off road links.


• All cycleways should allow horse rider use along the full length.


• The ROWIP contains many grammatical and spelling errors that should be
corrected.


• Education is needed to prevent dog fouling where possible. Dog bins should be
placed at key sites such as car parks near to paths.


First Consultation with User Groups and Bodies


The initial consultation drew a reasonable number of responses. All consultees
(listed in appendix A) were sent a copy of the improvement plan briefing notes. 


Comments and ideas where asked to be returned to the department over a two month period.


A list of suggested upgrades and improvements to existing paths are listed (appendix D).


General improvement ideas from the consultation are listed below. Ideas that will be included as


potential projects or policies in some part or format are noted with a ‘P’. Comments that will not be


included as potential projects were either general comments, or not physically or financially


feasible to complete.


• 4X4 vehicles were not popular among some consultees. It was felt damage to
the byways detracted from the local tourism appeal.


• Gates on rights of way should be easier to open, and stiles should always
include space for dogs. 


• Signage asking for dogs to be kept on leads should be placed near livestock. 


• All paths within three miles of a school should be upgraded in surface and be
dual use for cyclists and pedestrians. 


• In conjunction with English Nature and other Island parties, the dinosaur
museum is currently producing a Local Geodiversity Plan (LGAP), which may
affect or be affected by local rights of way. Future work may be included or
supported by the improvement plan. 


• More small informal car parks or laybys in the countryside to allow users to
park.


• Creation of paths behind roadside hedges, to allow safe off road use. 


• The Appuldurcombe estate has received a grant to upgrade certain rights of
way to Disability Discrimination Act standards. This may affect or help future
improvement plan works. 


B.3
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• The old railway line should be opened up and run again to aid congestion.


• Horse and carriage riding should be encouraged to aid the Island’s tourism.


• Promotional material aimed at providing circular walks for children and the
elderly. 


• Re-issue of the pub walks guide.


• Promotion of a series of one way walks, with Southern Vectis return trips. 


• A management scheme for biodiversity on a series or block of paths. Island
2000 could help in such a plan to aid the Island’s biodiversity on rights of way,
which would also add to the council’s biodiversity action plan work. 


• The council’s adoption of certain trails, eg the Sunshine Trail, for maintenance
purposes. 


• Promotional map in similar format to the Chiltern Society maps, which were
produced for the Chiltern Hills. 


• Improvements in the condition of a path surfaces where they are subject to
farm or similar traffic.


• Better gate standards and maintenance follow up. 


• More routes upgraded for the less mobile. 


• Improvement of coastal path signage and routes. 


• Signage of routes from town and village centres. 


• Signage to countryside exits. 


• East Cowes requires more paths in general. 


• Bus route links to the countryside are needed in Ventnor, Ryde, Newport and
Sandown. 


• The Wootton regeneration plan may affect or be affected by local rights of
way, so it may be used in future improvement plan works. 


• A need to ensure that any developments alongside water include a route for
pedestrians along the water’s edge. 


• The walking route from Niton to West Cowes should be adopted as the Hooke
Trail in honour of Freshwater scientist Robert Hooke.


• Re-alignment, re-positioning or maintenance of cliff top routes to protect and
enhance the cliff top natural environment. This work would be performed in
consultation with English Nature. 


• Increased interpretation of the Island nature conservation features, to aid
local biological and geological interests, and to aid the council’s biodiversity
action plans. 


• Close work with landowners, statutory bodies, the police and user groups to
minimise damage to the Island’s byways. 


• Council policy should allow for anticipation of coastal erosion and
maintenance. 


• Addition of basic log and plank wooden benches in chosen positions on the
network. 


Assessment Points


For the purposes of the improvement plan, several aspects of the rights of way network were


considered. These aspects are listed as assessment points (AP1 to AP11), below:


AP1) Creation of new routes in carefully chosen locations


Assess the access to, and within areas of countryside that might currently have few rights of way, such


as watersides, coast and woodlands, or access to a particular viewpoint, feature, or other attraction.
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A study of the main definitive map for the Island revealed that a small number of areas had ‘gaps’ in


the rights of way network. This assessment was made with no consideration to gaps in a particular


path status, ie footpath/ bridleway, but current policy is to make any new paths available to as many


users as possible.


Lists of all areas that lack in rights of way access are included (appendix C).


A project in the statement of action would be to assess and review all of these areas with a view to


gaining extra paths or routes.


Related Projects 


P11 – Connectivity of the network


AP2) Attractive routes to support local tourism, economic regeneration
or community-led initiatives


Local Tourism


Currently there are tourist information centres across the Island with many different guides and


literature for recreational tourists. The centres are backed up by an effective main office, with a


helpline telephone number and website.


All the main physical tourist attractions are easily accessed via the main road network, or suitable


public rights of way. There is little need for extra routes or paths to these attractions, so


improvements would be in the form of promotion and advice to visitors.


Promotion projects will concentrate on advising visitors how to access and easily use the local


network and countryside from where they are staying, and by using public transport links.


Additional features in the local press will give general information about restrictions and closures,


while more general promotional material will be aimed at suitable routes and general safety


concerns.


Regular contact with the tourism department and council leisure services will ensure the network is


being used to its potential, safely and in the interests of the local every-day users.


The Promoted Long Distance Trails 


Across the Island there are several long distance trails and paths that link settlements. These are


well-established and are known walking and riding routes for residents and visitors.


Assessment and consultation has indicated that these paths are not consistently promoted. At some


point the trails have been signed or waymarked, but these have all disappeared or are broken.


The listed promoted paths below could have improved promotion through signage or waymarking:


• Stenbury Trail.


• Hamstead Trail.


• Worsley Trail.


• Tennyson Trail.


• Bembridge Trail.


• Nunwell Trail.


• Shepherds Trail.


• Freshwater Way.


• Yar Trail.


• Coastal Path.


• Downland Way.
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Isle of Wight Tourism already produces a detailed guide called ‘The coastal paths and inland trails


on the Isle of Wight’. This guide was produced with the rights of way department and includes all


information needed to navigate the routes.


Promotion of these routes could be made along the paths by using permanent hard-wearing


waymarkers positioned on existing signposts. Previous waymarkers have proved unsuccessful, so a


new hard-to-vandalise or break version would need to be created.


Unofficial Promoted Routes


The Extremists’ mountain bike club has a promoted route within its club for an off-road randonee.


The rights of way department has not adopted this route, but official adoption may allow improved


awareness and control of safety.


Related Projects 


• P2 – Island entry points.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


• P4 – Circular routes.


• P5 – Countryside portals.


• P12 – Regular column in Wight Insight.


• P13 – Sports and events users.


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside.


• P32 – Coastal path improvements


• P33 – Long distance trails.


• P34 – Interest routes.


AP3) Opportunities for cycling, harness-horse driving, horse riding, and
walking other than on roads used mainly by motor vehicles; and links in
the network which enable people to avoid having to use such roads


The Isle of Wight is served well by a dense rights of way network covering nearly all areas with at


least one form of path.


Improvements in this area for walkers include off-road routes and links in areas which have no


current provision - and new paths or links in the network where there are currently few. Lists of


these areas are in appendix C.


Related Projects 


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population 


• P11 – Connectivity of the network.


AP4) Routes from centres of population, or routes which can be used in
conjunction with public transport - which allow people to gain easy
access to countryside from where they live


Public transport links are vital for promoting sustainable means of accessing the countryside. 


Getting drivers out of the comfort and convenience of their own cars is not an easy task, but one


that will help with healthy living and reducing congestion. 


Promoting and improving public transport links will help provide those who do not have use of a


car, but wish to explore the countryside away from their home, with an easy means to making these


journeys.
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Public transport on the Island consists of:


• The bus services across the Island, which run regularly. As the Island is a
major tourism area, bus services are numerous and far reaching.


• The Island railway line, which links the east side of the Island. This service is
limited in its range, but is an important link out of Ryde for residents and
tourists.


• The Island taxi services and ranks. A less cost-effective option, but with the
convenience of a specific journey. Again the Island’s tourist-based interests
help in the availability of this service.


• The ferry crossings to the Island. These serve as public transport, and the
benefits of these links have been assessed as part of another section of the
plan. This also includes the Cowes floating bridge service.


Projects including public transport links have already been identified from other assessments.


Further proposed projects include:


• A series of one way walks with public transport links back to the start.


• Promotion of the railway line providing links to the countryside from Brading
or Sandown. This could be linked with the trunk network 1 and 2 promotion.


• Alongside the trunk 1 network there may be increased promotion of linking
bus stops to network destinations. This will benefit those wishing to join the
network, or wanting to skip a section.


• Promoting links to the network from bus stops in rural areas.


• Assessing a potential rural taxi call out service, for those wishing to end a
long walk early, or travel home.


• Assessing public transport services, with a series of suggested additional bus
stops for direct links to the network.


• Identifying local services (eg water taxis) that may benefit network users.


Related Projects 


• P2 – Island entry points.


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside.


AP5) Links which create circular routes and better facilities for walkers,
including dog walkers, runners, cyclists, horse riders, and harness
horse drivers - for leisure and health


Existing paths can be joined to create circular routes local to areas of population or close enough to


attract many users. A large percentage of network walkers are casual dog walkers, who have


developed their own circular routes so they can return to a base position. People who use the


network for light leisure and health also look for a range of circular routes to make a walk/ run


more interesting.


Identifying and promoting series of circular walks near to each settlement across the Island will


provide usable walks for all users, particularly those not confident in navigation.


Related Projects 


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population. 


• P4 – Circular routes.


• P5 – Countryside portals.
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AP6) Routes near waterside or coastal paths that may suffer from
natural erosion


Coastline and waterside areas are of extreme importance to the Island. The coastline is one of the


Island’s major tourist attractions, bringing in many visitors each year. Watersports and coastal


walks are also important to residents and visitors.


The council’s coastal management section monitors, manages and protects the Island’s coastline


defences from erosion. The Isle of Wight coast shoreline management plan has aims and objectives


to protect the coastline and plan for future defence options.


The shoreline management plan has management strategies for different parts of the Island’s


coastline. These concentrate on key sections of the coastline, but there is no future plan for works


on the southern edge of the Island, the section that shows the most rights of way slippage. The


recommended strategy for this area is to ‘do nothing’, but react to erosion as it occurs.


Other areas have management plans that may lead to the building of coastal defences. All of these


plans will involve potential disturbance or changes to rights of way.


Waterside areas also include non-coastal sections of the network. The river Medina and a number


of village creeks and rivers will also be considered as part of these works.


Related Projects 


• P32 – Coastal Path Improvements.


• P29 – Coastal management.


• P28 – Routes close to water or coast, and routes that suffer from erosion


AP7) Routes to help ease the effect of a motorway or other major road
development on people’s enjoyment of the countryside


There are no motorways on the Island, but there are several hundred miles of public roads, and


these routes are increasing in use every day.


To protect enjoyment of the countryside near to a major road will need consultation and rights of


way input into new road schemes and developments.


Dangerous road crossings and grass verges are dealt with in a different part of this plan.


Related Projects 


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact.


AP8) Convenient and safe crossings over roads, railways, and rivers


The Island has an extensive network of public rights of way and public roads, which sometimes


cross each other. National statistics show the majority of all fatal accidents occur on rural roads. As


much of the Island is rural, this adds a significant risk to users trying to cross roads to access


rights of way.


The Island only has a small railway network from Ryde to Shanklin. Although this link is small, it


still has rights of way crossings that are very open and without suitable warning signs, most being


near urban areas.


The Island is surrounded by water, so there are river and creek areas that may pose a risk to the


public. There are a small number of river crossings across the Island that may need assessing to


ensure safety for users.


A list of all crossings over major roads, rivers and railways can be found in appendix B.
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Related Projects


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings


AP9) Current network ending in cul-de-sacs or routes carrying different
rights along their lengths


There are paths on the network that do not link to another path, or that change user status


part way through. These routes are anomalies in the network that either serve no purpose


to the public, or limit certain users on otherwise valuable links.


There may be a great potential with these anomalies to negotiate new links or upgrades to provide


better connections.


A list of paths that end in cul-de-sacs or carry different rights is in appendix B.


Related Projects


• P11 – Connectivity of the network.


AP10) Routes for local journeys, such as walking to work, to the shops,
railway stations, doctors’ surgeries and other local amenities


This area is important in terms of connecting the network, but also limited in the control and range


of public rights of way in urban settings or local to villages.


Increased promotion and awareness of town or village paths is a key area for the improvement plan.


Providing such information may encourage people to use paths as a safe alternative to using a car,


in turn promoting walking for health and leisure, and reducing local pollution. The works to improve


this would use the existing urban or urban fringe paths, and other suitable links that join them.


Promotional literature could be produced and released at key points, ie doctors’ surgeries, shops,


railway stations. Also markers or signs could be used in conjunction with other projects.


Related Projects


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


• P4 – Circular routes.


• P5 – Countryside portals.


AP11) Routes through or around heavily developed areas, to ensure
such development does not prevent or disrupt the continuity of the
network


This point is similar to the one concerning major roads affecting the network. New residential and


industrial developments are increasing on the Island and shifting into the countryside. Work is


needed to monitor new developments to ensure paths are not disturbed (or if so are re-instated),


encroached upon, or destroyed.


Related Projects


• P30 – Planning department contact.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact
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Different Users of The Network 


Walkers


This is the largest local user group, with the Island’s highly-rated network and
pleasant weather helping attract thousands of walking visitors every year. 


Annual events such as the walking festival and Walk the Wight have promoted the Island as an ideal


walking holiday destination.


Locally, there are walking groups including the Ramblers’ Association, and the regular walking-for-


health walks. The Island is rich in local history and 


environmental features that encourage many interest walks.


The network for walkers is very good. All of the rights of way are available for use, and very few


areas lack access.


The needs of walkers are identified as clean safe routes that are easy to use and free of dog fouling. 


There is a great interest in, and desire for, totally off-road routes that allow walkers to escape into


the countryside. Good signage and direction is another aspect that attracts walkers.


Following the initial improvement plan consultations, the following items of concern relating to


walkers have been identified:


• Problems with cyclists using footpaths, especially on narrow paths. This is a
problem for most users, but particularly those who are elderly or with sight
impairment.


• Problems have been encountered with off-road cars or motorcycles on the
footpath network.


• Additional links between paths on the network. A list of possible links
suggested by the Ramblers’ Association is included as an annex to this plan.


• More provision of roadside verges to allow safe routes.


• There are minor problems with horses using the footpaths, although these are
tolerated more than other nuisances.


• Requests were made for increased signage to warn or direct of proper status
and use.


• Requests were made for increased provision of circular walks.


• More all-weather routes for the less able or leisure walkers. There should be
improvements in paths to provide safe comfortable passage all year round.


• Where stiles are necessary they should be built with more regard for less able
people.


• Better signage of the Island’s long distance trails.


• Planning for coastal landslips, and safeguarding the inland moving of paths.


C.


C.1
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Cyclists


Cycling for sport, leisure and
commuting is an interest that is
increasing on the Island. The small
area of the Island means there is
more incentive for people to cycle
between amenities or to get to work.


The improvement plan will cover public


rights of way, and also the network of


cycleways that spans the Island.


As with walking there are several cycling


user groups and annual events that interest


Island residents and visitors for both on and off-road cycle use. 


There are a number of different cycling interests that need to be considered:


• Hard surface cycleways for users cycling to a destination or amenity.


• On-road cyclists for sport and fitness.


• Off-road extreme cyclists who use the bridleway network.


• Family ‘Sunday afternoon’ leisure users who desire a safe off-road route.


The off-road bridleway routes have not been specifically designed for use by cyclists. When the


bridleway network was designated there was no provision or allowance for cyclists, so only


equestrian use was considered.


From the initial improvement plan consultations, the following needs of cyclists have been


identified:


• Improvements to surfaces on certain routes.


• Upgrades of routes to allow cycle use.


• Cyclists being able to use certain revetments.


• Construction of new cycleways.


• More consideration of cyclists when large road schemes are designed.


Horse Riding


Horse riding and equestrian interests have always been popular on the Island, and
have grown in recent years. The amount of open countryside, bridleways and
farmland has meant good provision for those wishing to ride, keep or train horses.


Local stables and liveries are making good business from residents and visitors.


The 1992 bridleway study was an extensive investigation into the Island’s bridleway network, and


identified a number of weaknesses. In this project a series of new links or upgrades to benefit


equestrian users was identified and


prioritised.


The bridleway study also highlighted the


north/south divide of bridleways to horses.


This divide identified that most of the Island’s


bridleways existed in the south of the Island,


while most of the horses on the Island were


in the north.


Horse riding can also be tied in with the


needs of people with mobility problems. An
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C.4


increasing service provided by stables across the country, is riding for people with disabilities.


Exploring the countryside on a horse can give a much greater scope for people who have mobility


limitations.


Improvements in the bridleway network lie primarily with providing new links for horse riders to use


safer off-road routes.


The British Horse Society (BHS) list, which is detailed in appendix E, has been updated and


prioritised for the improvement plan assessment.


Other improvements include:


• Provision of safe off road circular routes.


• Improved furniture for horse riders, including rider-friendly bridle gates.


• Improved suitable signage for direction.


• Safe access onto roads, where off-road links are not available.


People with Mobility Difficulties


Access to the countryside for people with mobility difficulties is a key part of the
improvement plan. The current network has been used and tested by able-bodied
people for many years, but access for those with limitations is still inadequate.
There are routes that could be used by people with mobility difficulties, but
available information and promotion is limited.


The nature of the Island’s countryside means many areas and paths are simply not suitable or feasible


for upgrading for all users. Some areas have very steep hills or steps, which are difficult to change.


Upgrades and improvements to improve access for all users will need to be made. 


People with mobility difficulties include:


• People who use wheelchairs or motorised buggies.


• People with small children, or who use pushchairs.


• Blind or partially-sighted people


• Other people who find the existing paths difficult to use due to barriers,
surface conditions, or unsuitable furniture.


Many of these people may wish to access paths local to them, but can’t because there is a stile or


heavy gate across the path.


Improvements that could be made for users with mobility difficulties are:


• Identifying and promoting routes local to towns and villages that may be
improved or changed to provide safe, level, and easy-to-use routes.


• Identifying and removing all unnecessary barriers on paths that may limit or
prevent access to those with mobility difficulties.


• Continuing works under the Disability Discrimination Act to control and
monitor erection of furniture that may cause problems for people with
mobility difficulties.


• Working with the Fieldfare Trust document ‘Countryside for All’ to consider
and assess improved access on all suitable paths.


• Increasing promotion of the network to show the benefits of accessing the
countryside, and where access is possible.
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Motorised Users


Users of the network with motor vehicles have greatly increased in recent years. 


Increased availability and lower prices of off-road vehicles, including off-road motorbikes, has led to


many more amateur off-road adventures. Those who may have followed an American influence to


purchase larger 4X4 style cars for general family use, are now aware of the byways and far more


likely to use them.


Off-road motorcycles are an increasing trend with all ages. The Island has held major off-road


speedway motorcycle events in recent years, leading to greater local interest in the sport. As with


the 4X4 cars, the bikes are also available and cheap to buy.


The greatest problem found with the motorised users is lack of awareness of routes and the law. 


Several off-road vehicle groups have been established on the Island, to keep good communication


between users, and provide a common code of conduct. The groups usually understand the need to


protect byways, and will work with the local authority to ensure sensible use.


The longest and most popular byway on the Island is the Tennyson Trail, from Carisbrooke to Freshwater


Bay. This route provides a long fully off-road route that is frequently used by off-road vehicles.


To protect the Tennyson Trail the Tennyson Trail Task Group has been set up by the Area of


Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) unit and the local authority. Meetings of this group have


involved local user groups, and have proved successful.


The vehicular use of byways is predicted to grow, so measures will be needed to react to this while


protecting the ancient byways.


Improvements could be made in:


• Increased promotion of correct use of the byway network.


• A universally-adopted code of conduct produced with user groups.


• Working with local police to provide a liaison for improper use of the byways.


• Promotion of awareness of the legal implications of using the byway network.


• Regular meetings with local off-road users to manage demand and use.


Other Users


In addition to the main users detailed previously, there are a number of other
smaller groups who use, or might consider using the network. 


Assessment of the needs of these groups is necessary to support the improvement plan strategy for


promoting walking and cycling for health to non-users and limited users.


General public use by casual walkers, route-to-work or schools’ users, short-range pushchair


walkers, and links to the park and amenity users, are usually those who are looking for an easy


route to escape the urban environment or reach a destination. These users may have knowledge of


their local environment, but are not aware of extended links to the network and the countryside.


Improvements for this group of users could be:


• Improved signage to show suitable short-range routes. 


• Better provision of circular routes. 


• Safe paths with no user conflicts or misuse, good lighting in winter, and no
risk of crime.


• Alternative routes to amenities, taking users away from the road and
pollution.


• Suitable surfacing and facilities to provide a year-round use of local paths.
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• Leisure routes that link to specific areas of interest, ie parks, recreation
grounds, nature reserves, etc.


• Identifying a series of winter ‘problem’ paths, known to be muddy or wet in
adverse weather. These paths could be signed as such, with diversions
suggested.


Event and Group Users


The Isle of Wight has established itself as a prime area for outdoor recreation and
events. The Island hosts many small and large events using many parts of the
rights of way network.


Event and group organisers generally look for easy routes that can be used without major


disruption to the management of the network. Initial meetings with event organisers have shown


they are usually willing to tailor events to suit the needs of the local authority.


All of the general network improvements will benefit the events and groups who visit the Island.


Improvements could be achieved in the areas of promotion and protocol: 


• Promotion for the actual events should continue to be the main responsibility
of the organisers, but increased liaison and awareness of the council’s events’
unit would benefit the process. Often event organisers have little idea of
options for temporary closures and allowances, which can lead to problems in
the field.


• Formalising a common protocol and liaison meeting with event organisers and
the council unit, to allow sufficient advisory time to cater for events.


Non-Users


Latent demand is the greatest potential resource that could benefit the network.
Attracting more users to the network will benefit the key aim of encouraging more
walking and cycling for leisure.


Non-users may not know about the available access or network, or they may simply have no


interest in going to the countryside for leisure purposes. There will be a large percentage of the


local population who will never take an interest in the rights of way network, but provision must be


made for those who may benefit from access.


To fulfil and cater for the ‘likely future needs of the public’, the improvement plan can identify


projects in:


• Promotion of the network, tailored to non-users. Non-users need something
to attract them into the countryside. Offering easy-to-use and find local
circular routes with maps will help users make that first step. 


• Providing a series of local short-range circular routes as a first step into the
countryside.


• Promotion at suitable locations, ie not aimed at tourists in tourist information
centres, but used in local amenities and schools.


• Awareness articles in the local press, promoting the benefits of walking and
cycling, and how easy it is to start.


• Identified safe routes for users. 


C.7
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Balancing Interests


The improvement plan guidance asks all authorities to ensure proposals for
improving rights of way should not unduly benefit one class of user at the expense
of another. 


One of the key aims of the improvement plan for the Island is to benefit as many users as possible,


in particular the limited or non-users. Benefits should include improved:


• promotion and information of the network for all levels of users;


• access for all users;


• direction and signage;


• safe routes for all users.


Biodiversity Interests


The Island is rich in biological diversity. Different aspects of the Island’s nature and
environment make it an attractive place to live, and attract many visitors every year. 


The rights of way network lies within this major area of biodiversity, so any plans for the network


may affect its surroundings. A special priority project of the improvement plan is to assess and set


up a contact and management scheme for protecting the biodiversity of the Island.


This management scheme would work closely with the Isle of Wight Biodiversity Action Plan


Steering Group to ensure future projects of the rights of way section take into consideration:


• local nature;


• local farming interests;


• the coastal environment;


• the AONB;


• Sites of Special Scientific Interest;


• protected, scheduled or sensitive sites;


• protected or endangered species and wildlife;


• local environment interests.


As well as considering such issues, future promotion and advice given by the rights of way section


would include the Island’s biodiversity interests.


Related Projects 


• P27 – Biodiversity management.


Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)


A large percentage of the rights of way network lies in the Island’s Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The AONB covers almost half the Island and is
a very important part of the heritage, natural environment, and attraction of the
Island. The AONB also includes long stretches of heritage coast running along the
south and north west edges of the Island.


Future plans of the rights of way section may affect the AONB, so measures will need to be put into


place, similar to the biodiversity management scheme.
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A joint scheme with the biodiversity management plan will take place to ensure the AONB section is


consulted or contacted over any projects or works that may affect the AONB. Smaller everyday


maintenance works - eg replacement of stiles and signs - will carry on as usual, but


communication between departments will allow for consultation over concerns or preferences.


Related Projects


• P27 – Biodiversity management 
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The Isle of Wight Council 


Local Transport Plan (LTP)


The ROWIP will operate within an integrated approach to community development
and regeneration, which the government is now pursuing. This presents a very new
and different policy environment in which individual projects will be funded
increasingly, and perhaps exclusively, to demonstrate a contribution to the
government’s aims for economic growth, healthy populations and sustainable
infrastructure - expressed in a hierarchy of national and local strategic plans.


It will no longer be possible to plough a solitary strategic furrow. While user requests for more path


links, increased maintenance, better signage and more promotion remain constant, fresh thinking


will be needed to place improvements in the context of the wider aims of the community.


The immediate context for rights of way is the Local Transport Plan (LTP). Accessibility and safety,


health, sustainable tourism and sustainable transport have been identified as areas where the


network can contribute most effectively to the LTP aims, while at the same time achieving its own


aims for improving usability and enhancing character. 


The LTP has a number of shared priority and wider quality of life objectives that it needs to fulfil


with help of the Improvement plan. Improved signing on, and to the network will encourage a shift


from motorised to sustainable journeys.


Congestion


Reducing congestion is one of the main measures of the LTP and the government’s
transport strategy.


The improvement plan will aid this reduction in congestion by:


• Improved signing and maintenance of urban paths.


This will give good direction and an attractive route for users to make links


through towns.


• Tailored signage in towns.


Adding additional information to urban signage may attract more people to walk


or cycle to town or work. Added text can be for local schools, or industrial


areas.


• Increased promotion of the network in general.


Providing greater awareness of the proximity of local routes will attract more


people to them as an alternative to road travel. Promotion of routes could also


include information about bus links and routes.


• Establishment of a strategic non-vehicular network.


Providing information of direct routes will also encourage more people to


choose an alternative route between towns. Many people commute on cycles to


Newport from Cowes and Ryde every day. Extra information about the choice of


routes will aid in attracting non-users.


D.


D.1
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D.2


D.3


Related Projects 


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


• P4 – Circular routes.


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside.


• P26 – Routes local to schools.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact.


• P35 – Strategic network.


Accessibility


The ability to access work, school, local amenities and leisure activities without a
car can improve the quality of life. The LTP and ROWIP will address access issues
and limitations.


For accessibility the ROWIP will:


• Raise community awareness of the local network and its potential uses. This
will help attract new users to the network, and provide a user group of
tomorrow.


• Improve urban signage to show routes to local amenities and services.


• Have a project providing local circular routes that will include an assessment
of path security, safety, risk of crime, and inherent attraction. Addressing
these issues will help people feel comfortable using the local short-range
network.


• Physical access and limitations is one of the key issues of the ROWIP. A main
task is to assess local circular routes and the access for those with mobility
difficulties, providing safe easy-to-use routes for users.


Related Projects


• P1 – Urban path signage.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


• P4 – Circular routes.


• P18 – Improving access on the network


• P19 – Routes and promotion aimed at elderly and young  users


• P36 – Areas of open countryside


Safer Roads


As the LTP works to provide safer roads by speed management and risk
assessment, the ROWIP can help by:


• Identifying off-road paths and new links that can be made available to
walkers, cyclists and horse riders. Working to make all new links have
bridleway status, which will also ensure that all users can make use of the
off-road links.
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• Identifying road verges that may be used by walkers to link to other parts of
the network.


• Identifying and addressing any road crossings considered unsafe or at risk.


Related Projects


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings.


• P26 – Routes local to schools.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact


• P35 – Strategic network.


• P11 – Connectivity of the network


Air Quality


Air quality is linked closely with congestion. Urban congestion and pollution is a
major concern for the government, and something that local authorities need to
consider.


Many of the improvements within the ROWIP are aimed at allowing increased access to the


countryside. This will attract new users to escape the towns and congestion, and breath cleaner


countryside or coastal air.


• Improvements in towns and villages are aimed at providing local short-range
routes to amenities, school and work. Raising awareness will attract more
people to choose alternative means of transport, therefore helping cut
congestion.


Related Projects


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


• P4 – Circular walks.


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside


• P26 – Routes local to schools.


• P35 – Strategic network.


D.4
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Potential Larger Project Areas


Following Assessment and


Consultation 


The projects outlined in this section focus on particular aspects of the network, and
are designed to work together to achieve a balance between sometimes conflicting
demands of function and leisure, modernisation and conservation, and directed and
undirected use. 


These projects are not intended to distort resource allocation in one direction or another, but to


realise the network’s potential to serve the community. They will also widen its appeal by adding


value to the high standard of maintenance throughout the network, to which the rights of way


service is committed. 


Improving Connectivity of the Network


The rights of way network is not a planned infrastructure; 
the layout that we have today is the portion of the Island's
highway network that was not improved by metalling in the
20th Century for motor traffic. 


Carriageways were tarmacked, but rural footpaths and bridleways


were left in their original condition. Prior to this, as far as safety was


concerned, it made little difference to the walker or horse-rider if they


were on a footpath, bridleway or a carriageway; the volume of wheeled


traffic was small and speeds were low. 


In the last 50 years, the speed and volume of motor traffic on our


roads has risen to levels where walking and riding on the carriageway


has become hazardous. 


Unfortunately for the walker or rider, it is often necessary to use roads


to get from one path to another. Consultation with the main user


groups has shown there are still many stretches of road that are used


to link paths in the network. These road sections are often dangerous


for non-vehicular users.


There are two ways this problem might be tackled: slowing down and reducing the traffic volume on


certain country roads, and creating new paths as alternatives to dangerous stretches of road. 


New routes and links off or adjacent to the public highway will be one area the ROWIP will assess


and propose projects. Lists of suitable new links have been suggested by the main user groups (see


appendices D, E and G). As well as the suggested links there will be a project to assess all possible


grass verge or similar links between paths.


Related Projects


• P11 – Connectivity of the network


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings


• P26 – Routes local to schools.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact.


Targeted Improvements for Specific User Groups


Improvements across the network will be prioritised to benefit as many users as
possible; direct advantages from projects can be identified for all user groups.


E.1


E.2


E.
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Walkers


The main issues for walkers are misuse of the footpaths, better navigational aids, and improved


links in the network.


For 2002 the surveys found 


84% of the network received a pass mark. This was the first year of surveys with eager new surveyors,


so an amount of failures was expected. The random 5% BVPI sample received a mark of 83%.


For features the individual pass rates were given as follows:


Projects that will directly address these issues are:


• P11 – Connectivity of the network.


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings.


• P15 – Status waymarkers.


• P7 – Main user groups liaison meetings.


Cyclists


The main issues for cyclists are suitably surfaced routes for commuting and leisure, and new links


for cycle use.


Projects that will directly address these issues are:


• P11 – Connectivity of the network.


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings.


• P7 – Main user groups liaison meetings.


Equestrian Users


The main issues for horse riders are new links in the network, safe access (particularly near main


roads), and suitable easy to use furniture.


Projects that will directly address these issues are:


• P11 – Connectivity of the network.


• P24 – Unsafe road, rail & river crossings.


• P7 – Main user groups liaison meetings.


4X4 and Off-road Vehicular Users


The main issues for 4x4 and off road vehicular users are increased promotion for correct use,


advice of where the byway network exists, and good contact with related bodies.


Projects that will directly address these issues are:


• P7 – Main user groups liaison meetings:


• P6 – Promotion of the network, countryside, safe and correct use.


• P17 – Demand and management for 4X4 users.







People with Mobility Difficulties 


The needs of all users with mobility difficulties will need to be assessed across the
Island, mainly in areas of urban fringe that connect to the countryside.


Mobility difficulties can be interpreted as many things:


• People with disabilities limiting their walking ability.


• People in wheelchairs or motorised buggies.


• People with small children or pushchairs.


• Elderly people walking dogs, who may find it difficult to negotiate furniture.


• Blind or partially-sighted people.


In consultation with the Fieldfare Trust document ‘Countryside for All’, an assessment will take


place to identify key routes that may be improved for all users. The loss of certain barriers,


improvements to the surface conditions, widening of bridges, and more promotion about local,


easy-to-use circular routes are areas that will be concentrated on.


Projects that will directly address these issues are:


P3 – Routes that are local to areas of population.


P18 – Improving access on the network.


Provision of Better Information 


The local authority is required to consider improvements to provide better
information about the rights of way service.


Better information can be interpreted in many ways. Information about:


• The rights of way national network and history.


• The local rights of way network.


• Up to date information about:


• Works.


• Closures.


• New projects.


• Planned future projects.


• The service your local rights of way department provides.


Related Projects


• P6 – Promotion of the network, countryside, safe and correct use.


• P8 – Monthly email newsletter.


• P9 – Public email updates


• P10 – Digital definitive map.


• P12 – Wight Insight.


• P21 – Promotional material for potential future users.
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Improving Awareness of The Network


Due to lack of knowledge about the network, many people are unaware where they
may access the countryside.


Awareness of the network and its role can lead to improved health and leisure interests. Many


people, particularly younger people, will use part of the urban network to access facilities every day,


but will be unaware of the extent of the routes available. 


Codes of conduct may need to be promoted to inform the public on access to the countryside and


how they may correctly use it.


Raising the awareness of the network and countryside through children and parents will provide


users for the future.


Examples of this awareness work can be seen in guides released by the local authority for Kent. A


simple guide called ‘Pathwise’ was produced to help introduce children to the countryside and


rights of way. A similar format will be considered as part of the improvement plan, for use with


people who are unaware.


New trends and sports may need to be identified for the future users of the rights of way network.


Interests and sports are constantly changing as people find new means of open-air recreation. 


Related Projects


• P6 – Promotion of the network, countryside, safe and correct use


• P8 – Monthly email newsletter.


• P12 – Wight Insight.


• P21 – Promotional material for potential future users.


Interest Routes


One of the requests made from the improvement plan consultation was for circular
walks near local pubs or car parks. 


Walks near pubs would provide some mild encouragement for people to take a short walk, while


enjoying a common leisure activity. Encouraging a visit to the pub with taking a walk is not always


the best advice in the interest of health and leisure, although providing this twin interest may


provide reasons for the initial step into the countryside and further walking.


Promotion of such walks may also add to the tourism aspect of the network, encouraging use by


visitors who would not usually walk for leisure on holiday.


Pubs are part of the community in local villages and small towns. Circular pub walks may be


connected with the level 2 network, encouraging local residents to choose a countryside alternative


route.


A local guide ‘Pubs and Paths on the Isle of Wight’ identifies all the pubs with good countryside


access. The guide walks have been tested by the guide authors and anyone who has used the guide.


A proposal to encourage this kind of use would be for the rights of way department to promote and


sign such paths in its normal signing and promotional material.


Initial assessments would be made to identify routes that could be promoted as easy-to-use paths,


to allow all users access.


In addition to these walks being promoted, there could be research performed to identify paths,


continuation of circulars, and pubs that are suitable for cyclists. 
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Circular walks from car parks are not feasible as stand alone projects. Most council car parks are


in a town setting so would use the existing proposed circular walks. Across the Island there are


many unofficial parking areas or laybys, but these are limited, and due to their unofficial state,


would not be promoted. 


Allowing lay-by parking or parking areas has been suggested in the consultations, but this is


another feature that is not practical to establish.


Public rights of way are not designed to have designated parking areas and any such areas that


could be established would be sparsely scattered. 


Related Projects


• P33 – Long distance paths


• P34 – Interest routes.


• P20 – Unofficial or unadopted routes


A Strategic Network


The long distance paths have been an established and successful feature of the
network for more than 30 years, and are being added to by the on-going conversion
of the old railway lines to cycle routes. They were originally designed for walkers
wanting extended leisure routes, but by their nature they link some main
destinations, and divide the extensive rights of way network into manageable
sections.  


These main routes are promoted in the council’s current main guide to walking and cycling. They


provide easily-followed access to all parts of the network, making finding the way around much


easier. Promotion of this ‘way-in’ primary network would encourage use and exploration of the


Island’s extensive network of paths by those less familiar with the countryside and using maps. This


would be an effective contribution to the aims of inclusiveness and sustainable tourism. 


Many of the long distance paths are old ridgeways, disused roads and major bridleways, providing some


of the most direct and commodious routes in the network, often enclosed within their original hedge or


bank boundaries. This makes them particularly suitable as opportunities for sustainable travel. 


A number of improvements to the network could be achieved by identifying links from the long


distance paths to smaller villages and attractions, increasing the linkage and visibility of the rights


of way network into town centres and transport interchanges - and upgrading the routes to include


all non-vehicular users. 


E.7
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The main benefits of this project would be to support sustainable tourism and transport and to


provide longer distance circular routes linked to settlements suitable for more extensive physical


exercise and training. At present these main paths are poorly linked to settlements, discouraging


more functional or regular uses. 


The preferred status of these main routes would be ‘bridleway’, to accommodate as many non-


vehicular users as possible. Upgrading for this purpose could be synchronised with the need to fill


in serious gaps in the bridleway network, which is poorly provided for in some areas. 


The further development of cycleways in this network would also increase access to the countryside


for people with mobility problems. Signage would include main destinations and their distances (to


assist use without a map) and general orientation within the network. Main information boards


would promote rights of way and the Island’s countryside in town centres and main entry points. 


Related Projects


• P35 – Strategic network.


Island Entry Points 


Sub-project: Island entry points increase visibility and access to network,
and are prime information points for visitors (aim sustainable tourism). 


Island entry points are anywhere that visitors can access the Isle of Wight. These will be the main


ferry ports at Yarmouth, West Cowes, East Cowes, Fishbourne, Ryde Pier Head, and Ryde


Esplanade.


Further Island entry points will be at Brading and Sandown stations. Brading will be the first easy


entry to the main trunk network for visitors using the railway from Ryde Pier, and Sandown is the


most popular stop for tourist visitors using the railway. Additional information could be provided at


entry points for further public transport links across the Island.


Additional signage will be placed at these entry points to indicate where users can access the main


trunk network. Visitors landing by foot can then find the way to the first part of their Island


walking/cycling/riding holiday.


Research could also be made into a poster campaign on the main connecting ferries to introduce


the trunk network and Island entry points.


Related Projects


• P2 – Island entry points.


• P35 – Strategic network.


• P14 – Public transport links to the countryside.


Countryside Portals


Countryside Portals are main access points to the network at the urban fringe, mainly to promote


use of the network by residents (aim health walks).  Portals on the main network would be a sub-


group of these; they would signal reaching a settlement. 


A series of countryside portals will be identified on the outskirts of the major towns, and promoted


to local users. A countryside portal will be defined as a point where a path leaves the urban fringe


and starts to enter open countryside, coast or open access land. The countryside portals will be


subject to short-range promotion, ie in towns, villages and on site at the physical portal. Promotion


will be aimed at the non-users, and leisure users who may be unaware of where they can access


the countryside. The coastline is a commonly used aspect of the Island and will be more so with the


inclusion of the coastal path in the main trunk network, however the coast will be included as open-


air recreation space for the benefit of users.
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Indicators of how to access the countryside may also benefit and encourage holidaymakers, who


would not normally visit the countryside. Alongside the standard tourist brown signs, the


countryside portals will show the way to get to the Island’s most popular and free tourist


attractions.


Alongside the countryside portals, a series of village and town circular routes will be identified,


improved and promoted.


Related Projects


• P5 – Countryside portals.


• P35 – Strategic network.


Village and Town Circular Routes


The network of paths in the hinterland surrounding a settlement offers routes for
leisure and exploration, and the local character and interpretation are the main
aspects (aim local distinctiveness) (aim landscape heritage). These paths might be
particularly suitable for local community input (aim inclusiveness, community
action). Maps of local networks featuring interpretation where circular walks could
be highlighted would complement the more schematic maps of the main network.
They would also encourage unplanned exploration of out-of-the-way areas. 


Village and town circular routes could be identified and promoted for all major settlements on the


Island. These routes could then have a specific waymark or sign logo to help in user navigation. All


of the circular routes would make up part or support the strategic network, and routes local to


population.


Related Projects


• P4 – Circular paths.


• P35 – Strategic network.


• P3 – Routes local to areas of population.


E.8
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Involving Interest Groups


Since the production of the 2001 to 2006 strategy, there have been many works and plans put into


place to improve and establish communication with user groups. 


Communication is currently good, but more user groups and interests have developed in recent


years. Interests have grown in off-road cycling, off-road driving, and a number of open-air sports


and interests.


Further communication and involvement with the user groups will provide the rights of way


department with regular consultation and co-operation. Major works or plans can be consulted over


in a similar manner to the existing local access forum. 


Communication with certain user groups has shown an added interest in working with the rights of


way team for maintenance purposes. The Ramblers’ Association and the Isle of Wight Land Rover


Club have both organised work parties, performing major work for rights of way. The Ramblers’


Association has in particular had a regular work party for a long time.


Future plans to aid in communication would be to organise regular quarterly meetings with users,


such as:


• The Ramblers’ Association, reintroducing and formalising meetings


• The local 4X4 interests – including motorcycle users. This group would be for
involving byways users, not the protection work of the Tennyson Trail Task
Group.


• The equestrian users.


• Off-road cycling interests.


• A general open-air recreation meeting.


• The Local Access Forum, which is already in place.


Organised work parties should be made part of the regular maintenance programme. As with the


Ramblers’ Association groups, these would be managed by the rights of way department, until the


groups are self sufficient.


Related Projects


• P7 – Main user liaison meetings.


• P8 – Monthly email newsletter.


• P12 – Wight Insight.


• P13 – Sport and event users.


Liaising with Land Managers


When producing the ROWIP, the local authority must consider the needs and
interests of:


• Land managers;


• Those involved with agriculture;


• Forestry interests;


• Heritage interests;


• Nature conservation.
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Although the interests and needs of the network users are the main part of the improvement plan,


this must not be at the expense of landowners or managers.


Specific works can be planned for certain landowners and land interests, ie golf courses and


similar sports areas.


Since the production of the 2001 to 2006 strategy there have been improvements in the


communication and consultation of landowners and managers. 


Related Projects


• P22 – External partners & landowner contact


Further Data Gathering


The improvement plan needs to cater and consider all potential users of the
network and what their expectations are.


Expectations depend on the user, the environment, and their level of ability or knowledge of the


countryside. The research from the 2001 to 2006 strategy found that expectations had risen in


recent years, due to increased access and equipment available to users.


As part of the improvement plan works, a public and visitor consultation project will take place in


the second or third year of works. This will give the authority an update as to how works were being


received, and allow a minor change in direction or priority if necessary.


The users of the network consist of:


• Dedicated walkers, cyclists and horse riders.


• Leisure and health walkers and cyclists.


• Family ‘Sunday afternoon’ walkers and cyclists.


• Local users accessing amenities.


• Users new to the network.


• Leisure holiday visitors.


• Walking, cycling or horse riding holiday visitors.


• Elderly and disabled users for leisure.


• Users with specific interests, ie historical sites, tourist attractions.


• Adventure users, ie 4X4 challenge users, camping users.


Results of the ‘call reports’ and BVPI surveys have shown that walkers’ and cyclists’ expectations


drop the further they explore into the countryside. The local short-range user would expect the


paths to be cut out, mud free and level all year round. The longer-range dedicated walker expects


mud and growth in the countryside, feeling that a well made up path would take away the sense of


adventure.


Working with External Systems and Partners


There are several external bodies that require frequent contact or review with the
rights of way department. These parties are:


• The Isle of Wight Council planning department – for planning applications that
may affect public rights of way.


• The Isle of Wight Council countryside unit – which conducts many projects that
may affect or be affected by public rights of way.


E.11


E.12







• Several of the sensitive sites agencies, ie English Heritage, the National Trust,
English Nature, the Environment Agency.


• External works contractors, for jobs beyond the local maintenance team.


In line with the quality management systems a common protocol is required for dealing with each


external partner. As with the existing protocol that deals with scheduled sites, there may be benefits


in a record system being followed for any works with partners and contractors. This system is


already working in a personal informal system, but for the protection of the network and both


parties, it may need formalising.


Related Projects


• P27 – Biodiversity management.


• P22 – External partners & landowner contact.


• P29 – Coastal management.


• P30 – Planning department contact.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact


• P27 – Biodiversity management


Countryside Agency - Designated Areas of Open Countryside


Following the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act
2000, several areas on the
Island have been
designated as open
countryside, where the
public has right of access
on foot only.


Several of the areas of open


countryside had existing free


access, but some sections


required a new access to be


made or signage erecting.
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A minor access and waymarking project was conducted by the rights of way section. Further works


are needed to give full access to all the open countryside areas, and to provide correct and


informative signage.


A project for the open countryside would be to assess each area for correct signage needs, and to


provide full access from the existing rights of way network. Works would then follow to address


these issues.


The areas and access are as follows:


• Headon Warren, Totland;


• Tennyson Down, Totland;


• Compton Down and coastline, Freshwater Bay – Brook;


• The Longstone site, Mottistone;


• Mottistone Down, Brighstone;


• Brighstone;


• Limerstone Down;


• Garstons Down, Gatcombe;


• Chillerton Down, Gatcombe;


• The Pits, Newport;


• St George’s Down, Newport;


• Arreton Down, Arreton;


• Bleak Down, Godshill;


• Appuldurcombe Down, Wroxall;


• Mersley Down, Newchurch;


• Knighton Shute, Knighton;


• Brading Down, Brading;


• Gore Down, Niton;


• Rocken End, Blackgang;


• Week Down, St Lawrence;


• Wroxall Down, Luccombe Down, Ventnor;


• Bembridge Down, Bembridge.


Related Projects


• P36 – Areas of open countryside.
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Assessment Summary and


Conclusions


Initial and group response to the assessment brief was minor. A reasonable
response was given by Island tourism contacts, who were consulted by the tourism
department.


The majority of this plan’s assessment was carried out by the Isle of Wight Council rights of way


department. Much of this assessment was made from talking to the public and users as part of


normal rights of way duties. The work and advice of the local access forum also provided a major


part of the assessment.


The priority projects concentrate on safety issues, increasing access for users who may be limited,


and those promoting use of the network for health and leisure.


Some of the projects may be part of the every day work of the rights of way department, but need a


formal policy or project to plan future works and budget. 


The projects support the key aims of the ROWIP and the LTP.


The ROWIP should be viewed as a brief following consultation, and a list of potential projects. All of


the projects listed will not be possible in the time span of the plan, but will be prioritised to benefit


as many users as possible.


This plan does not deal with the day-to-day issues the rights of way department deals with. The


department currently takes approximately 1,000 calls a month relating to problems found in the


field. There are always a number of legal orders running for changes or additions to the network,


which need major resources to complete.


The listed proposed projects are additions to this work, to improve the already excellent service and


network. As mentioned in the improvement plan introduction, the Isle of Wight has an excellent


rights of way network and department, with limited room for improvements in terms of new paths.


A suggested format would be running a single A, B, and C project in parallel to ensure all projects


are given equal consideration and resources, while not overworking the chosen project officer.
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Statement of Action


The statement of action outlines the proposed projects and policies arising from the
improvement plan assessment. Previous assessments and the two periods of
consultation for the current plan drew up many projects, areas of concern and
possible related benefits to user groups. All the plans and ideas were put together
under project headings, and are detailed below.


A major part of producing the improvement plan was to prioritise the projects and to benefit as


many users as possible. 


The first stage of prioritising the projects was to ensure all future projects:


• protect the natural environment of the Isle of Wight;


• benefit as many users as possible;


• protect the rights of way network;


• do not unfairly disadvantage or impede any network users, landowners,
sensitive sites, or farming interests.


A series of priority 1 projects would take place as the first steps of the new improvement plan.


Priority 1 Projects


• P6 - Promotion of the network, countryside, safe and correct use.


• P7 - Main user group liaison meetings.


• P13 – Sports and events users.


• P17 – Demand and management for 4X4 users.


• P22 – External partners & landowner contact.


• P29 – Coastal management.


• P30 – Planning department contact.


• P31 – Highways design and traffic contact.


• P27 – Biodiversity management


These projects are all short set-up contact projects, to enable future consultation with the main


bodies.


Rights of Way Improvement Plan Projects 


The projects detailed below make up the Rights of Way Improvement Plan
statement of action. 


Each project has:


• A reference key.


• A project title.


• A priority order – in priority A, B, C, D (A being the most important).


• Notes of whether the project supports the Isle of Wight Council corporate
objectives as numbered in the list below.


• Notes of whether the project supports the Local Transport Plan objectives as
listed below.


G.


G.1


G.2
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• Notes of whether the project benefits the ROWIP areas of benefit as lettered
below.


• Notes of costs and resource commitments.


• Related partners who may be involved and consulted.


• Note of timescale in months, including any follow up works. The timescale is
an estimated period for the project to run. Start dates are not set and all
projects may start at different times in the Improvement Plans 5 year period.


Objectives and Targets Linked To the Rights of Way
Improvement Plan


Isle of Wight Council Corporate Objectives


• Create safer and stronger communities.


• Drive the sustainable economic regeneration and development of the Island.


• Improve outcomes for children and young people.


• Improve the health and well-being of Island communities.


Local Transport Plan Objectives


• O1 – To increase accessibility for all.


• O2 – To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity.


• O3 – To make Island roads safer.


• 04 – To improve local air quality and the environment.


• 05 – To tackle congestion.


• 06 – To ensure effective management of the highway network.


• 07 – To achieve value for money solutions.


Local Transport Plan Targets Related to 


the Rights of Way Improvement Plan


• T1 - By 2010/2011, to achieve a 12.1 per cent increase in bus passenger
journeys based on 2003/2004 levels.


• T4 - By 2010/2011, to achieve a 20 per cent increase in train passenger
journeys based on 1999/2000 levels.


• T7 - By 2010/2011, to achieve a 10.6 per cent increase in ferry passenger
journeys based on 2004 levels.
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Project Project Priority Corporate LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives Partners in months


P1 Urban path B 4 LTP1 C,D,E, £50,000 Isle of Wight 6


signage LTP2 H,I Council Highways


Department, town


and parish councils


G.3
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• T8 - By 2005/2006, to increase cycling trips to 243,700 and maintain at this
level.


• T10 - Accessibility LTP target(s) – to be confirmed.


• T11 - By 2010, to achieve a 40 per cent reduction in people killed or seriously
injured on Island roads, based on the 1994 to 1998 average.


• T12 - By 2010, to achieve a 50 per cent reduction in children killed or
seriously injured on Island roads, based on the 1994 to 1998 average.


• T14 - By 2010/2011, to increase to 24 per cent the percentage of children
participating in cycle training.


• T15 - To have no designated Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA).


• T16 - Modal share of journeys to school.


• T18 - To restrict traffic growth to three per cent per annum.


Rights of Way Improvement Plan Areas of Benefit


• A. Helping increase general access to the countryside.


• B. Increasing promotion or tourism aspects of the network.


• C. Benefiting users with mobility difficulties.


• D. Promoting the network specifically for health and leisure benefits.


• E. Aiding in safer journeys and off-road use.


• F. Continue to maintain a high quality rights of way network.


• G. Develop the network to benefit as wide a range of users as possible.


• H. Promote the network and countryside to non-users.


• I. Promote the network as an option for sustainable journeys.


• J. Promotion of correct and safe use of the network.


• K. Protecting the network and natural environment.


Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


P1 Urban path B 4 O1, O4, T4, T10, C, D £50,000 IWC Highways 6


signage O5 E, H, I Department, Town 


& Parish Councils


P2 Island Entry B 2 O1, O2, A, B, £5,000 Ferry Companies 6


Points O5 E, F, G IW Tourism


P3 Routes Local B 4 O1, O3, T10, T15, A, B, C, £10,000 IWC Highways 12


to Areas O4, 05 T18 D, E, F, Department, Town


of Population G, H, I & Parish Councils


Assessment, design and promotion of new signage in urban settings. to encourage urban links to the coountryside, 
and for local amenities.


Information signage boards at areas where the public may enter the island. Primarily at main ferry  ports and 
railway stations, but possibly at certain airports and boat mooring sites.


Building on further to projec P1.  Additional promoted routes and links in urban fringe settings primarily for 
local journeys to work and facilities
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Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


P4 Circular B 4 O1, O3, T10, A, B, C, £50,000 Town & Parish 12


Routes O4, O5 D, E, F, Councils 


G, H, I


P5 Countryside B 4 O1, O4 T10, A, B, D, £10,000 IWC Highways 6


Portals T15 F, G, Department, Town


H, I & Parish Councils


P6 Promotion of B 2, 4 O1, O4, T7 A, B, J, £15,000 Main User Groups 6


the network, 05 K


countryside,


Safe and


Correct Use


P7 Main User B O1, O6, F, J, Absorbed Main User 1


Group Liasion within the Groups 


Meetings revenue


budget


P8 Monthly B O1, O6 B, F, Absorbed Town and Parish 1


Email J within the Councils, Main


Newsletter revenue User Groups
budget


P9 Public C 4 O1, O6 A, F, Absorbed 1


Email J within the


Updates revenue


budget


P10 Digital B 2 O1, O2, £5,000 6
Definitive Map O6, 7


Year 1 - 
£40,000


P11 Connectivity B O1, O3 T8, T10, A, E, Year 2 - IWC Highways 12+
of the O4, O5 T11 F, G £100,000 Department


Network Year 3 - Town and Parish
£100,000 Councils, Main


Year 4 - User Groups
£100,000
Year 5 -
£100,000


Assessment, design and promotion of circular routes around and connecting to settlements.


Assessment, design and promotion of points where the public may access the countryside. 
Primarily at urban fringe settings


Design and release a series of promotional matrial to advise on the rights of way network, the countryside, and safe and
correct use for health and leisure


To organise regular meetings with individual user groups. To help with communication and advise on correct use


To organise and release a monthly email newsletter to all main user groups, and Town & Parish Councils


Setting up a publicly available email newsletter for department news


Update, design and release of the Definitive Map on CD-Rom


Assessment of main group suggested new links in the network, areas which have few rights of way, and routes that end in cul-de-sacs, or
carrying different rights on their length. Follow up negotiation, legal, physical, and signage works to provide new links where possible.







45 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan E - Rights of Way Improvement Plan


Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


P12 Wight A 2, 4 O6 A, B, Absorbed Wight Insight 1
Insight F, J, within the


revenue


budget


P13 Sports and B O6 B, F, £2,000 Wight Leisure, 1
Events J, K Sports Bodies
Users and Groups


P14 Public B 4 O1,O3, T1, T4 A, B,D, £20,000 IWC Highways, 6
Transport O4, O5 E, F, I Department,
Links to the Public Transport


Countryside Companies


P15 Status C O1, O6, A, E, £40,000 Town & Parish 9
Waymarkers J, Councils


P16 Seasonal A O1, O6 E, F, £7,000 Town & Parish, 4
Problem J Councils, Main
Paths User Groups
Awareness


P17 Demand and C O1, O6, A, E,F, £4,000 4x4 Groups 4
Management J
for 4x4 Users


P18 Improving A 4 O1, O3, T10 A, C, F, Year 1 - Town and 12+
Access O6 G, H £20,000 Parish Councils
on the Year 2 -


network 75,000


Year 3 -


75,000


P19 Routes and C 1, 3, 4 O1 A, C, D, £10,000 Town and 6
Promotion E, F, G Parish Councils
Aimed at H
Elderly and


Young Users


Organising a quarterly column in the local press magazine 'Wight Insight'


Setting up a common protocol system with sports and events users to safeguard the network and countryside


Assessment of public transport links that may be used in conjunction, or to access the countryside network


Design and erection of a series of waymarkers/logo stamps that indicate the path status. 
To help reduce misuse of the network.


Assessment and promotion of a series of paths that are considered unusable or problematic during the winter months. 
To promote awareness and limitations of the network


Assessment and management of the 4X4 Off road users, concentrating on handling demand and advising on safe 
and correct use. Common code of conduct to be produced and adopted


Assessment of the network for possible removal of barriers and general improvements for people with mobility difficulties


Assessment and design of routes and promotional material aimed at elderly people and young children. To encourage
more use of the network for health and leisure.
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Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


P20 Unofficial or C O1,O2, T8 A, B, £7,000 Town and 6+
Unadopted O6 F, G Parish Councils,
Routes Main User Groups


Specific Groups


P21 Promotional A 3, 4 O1,O2, T8 A, D, £5,000 6
Materials for O4, O5 F, H, J
Potential
Future Users


P22 External B O6 F, K, £5,000 IWC Highways 2
Partners & Department,
Landowner External Partners,


Contact Landowners


P23 Routes A 1, 4 O1, O6 T10 A, E,F £10,000 IWC Highways 4
Considered Department,
Unsafe IW Police


P24 Unsafe Road, A 1, 4 O1, O3, O6 T11, A, E,F £10,000 IWC Highways 12+
River & Rail T12 Department
Crossings


P25 Areas A 1, 4 O4, O6 E,F £20,000 IWC Highways 6
subject to Department,  Town
Dog Fouling & Parish Councils


P26 Routes B 1, 3, 4 O1, O3, T8, T12, A, C, £7,000 IWC Highways 6+
Local O4, O5 T14, T16, D, E, Department, Town 
Schools T18 F, I, & Parish Councils,


Local Schools


P27 Biodiversity A 2, 4 O4, O6, K £7,000 2
Management


Design and release of a series of promotional material aimed at current non users, or potential future users. 
Primarily aimed at health and leisure benefits.


Setting up a common protocol system with external partners and landowners/managers in order to safeguard 
the network, and advise of future works


Assessment and identification of routes that are considered unsafe due to crime or vandalism. 
Follow up improvement works where possible


Assessment of identified unsafe road, rail and river crossings. Follow up work to improve safety


Identification of areas that are subject to frequent dog fouling. Follow up improvement works


Assessement of routes near to schools that may be upgraded to allow cycle use. Primarily for encouraging safe 
and sustainable travel to school


Assessment and identification of unofficial routes and trails that may be adopted and promoted to users


Setting up a Biodiversity management scheme for public rights of way, in conjunction with the 
IWC Biodiversity Action Plan and the AONB Unit
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Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


P28 Routes close A O6 A, E, £7,000 Coastal 3
to water or F, K Management
coast, and 
routes that


suffer from


erosion


P29 Coastal A O6 A, F, Absorbed Coastal 1
Management K, E within the Management


Revenue


Budget


P30 Planning A O6 A, F, Absorbed IWC Planning 1
Department K within the Department
Contact Revenue


Budget


P31 Highways A O6 A, F, Absorbed IWC Highways 1
Design & K within the Department
Traffic Revenue


Contact Budget


P32 Coastal A O1, O2 A, B,E £20,000 Coastal 6
Path F, J Management,
Improvements


P33 Long B 2 O1, O2 A, B, E, £20,000 6
Distance F, J
Paths


P34 Interest C 2 O1, O2, O4 A, B, D, £10,000 IWC Highways 4
Routes F, G, H Department,


Town & Parish 
Councils, Main
User Groups,
Specific User
Groups


Identification of routes that are close to water or coast, that may pose a public risk. Follow up signage or warning works.
Identification and forward planning scheme for paths that are subject to seasonal coastal erosion. 


Follow up monitor and inland move scheme


Setting up a common protocol and contact system with the IWC Coastal Management Section to safeguard 
public rights of way in all future coastal defence works


Setting up a common protocol and contact system with the IWC Planning Section to safeguard public rights of 
way in all future developments


Setting up a common protocol and contact system with the IWC Traffic and Highway Design sections to safeguard 
public rights of way in all future road schemes


Assessment and identification or improvements that may be made to the coastal path. 
Primarily for additional signage and promotion


Additional promotion and signage of the Long Distance Trails on the Island


Assessment and identification of routes which may provide a particular interest or attraction to users. 
Follow up work with partners to encourage use on interest routes
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Project Project Priority Corporate LTP LTP ROWIP Costs Related Timescale


Ref objectives objectives Targets Partners in months


Year 1 -


£40,000


Year 2 -


P35 Strategic B 2, 4 O1, O2, T7, T8, A, B, D £100,000 IWC Highways
Network O4, O5, T10, T11, E, F, G, Year 3 - Department,


T15, T16, H, I £100,000 Town & Parish 12+
T18 Year 4 - Councils, Main


£100,000 User Groups
Year 5 -


£100,000


P36 Areas of A 2, 4 O1, O2, O4 A, B, £20,000 The Countryside 4
Open F Agency
Countryside


Assessment, design and promotion of a Strategic Network. Assessment of routes, design of promotional methods, 
and follow up general promotion and maintenance


Assessment of the areas of open countryside with review of signage and information available. Follow up 
promotional work


Monitoring and Review


Monitoring and review will take place at the end of each round of projects, or at six
month intervals, whichever comes first.


Internal review will be conducted by the rights of way section in the form of project end reviews.


These reviews will assess the project, end outcome, costs and timescale against the initial


prediction. This information will then be used to plan the next round of projects, or existing projects’


priorities. 


H.
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Appendix A - Organisations and


User Groups Contacted for Initial


Consultation of The Rights of Way


Improvement Plan


All of the following groups or bodies were contacted for the first round of consultation on the


ROWIP. Some groups, particularly town and parish councils were contacted again for the second


round of consultation.


• Age Concern;


• Arreton Parish Council;


• Arreton Parish Partnership;


• Bembridge Parish Council;


• Bembridge Village Partnership;


• Brading Community Partnership;


• Brading Town Council;


• Brighstone District Village Partnership;


• Brighstone Parish Council;


• British Driving Society;


• British Horse Society;


• Calbourne & District Partnership;


• Calbourne Parish Council;


• Carisbrooke West Community Forum;


• Chale Parish Council;


• Chale Village Partnership;


• CLA;


• Conservation & Recreation Environment
Agency;


• Cowes Community Partnership;


• Cowes Town Council;


• Cyclewight;


• Disability information and advice line;


• East Cowes Partnership;


• East Cowes Town Council;


• English Nature;


• Federation of island societies helping
disabled people;


• Forestry Commission;


• Freshwater Parish Council;


• Gatcombe Parish Council;


• Gateway Club;


• Godshill Parish Council;


• Godshill Village Partnership;


• Gurnard Parish Council;


• Gurnard Village Partnership;


• HF Holidays;


• Island 2000 Trust;


• Isle of Wight riding for the disabled
(riding group);


• Isle of Wight Tourism office and related
partners;


• IW Pony driving for disabled people;


• IW Society for the Blind;


• Lake Community Partnership;


• Lake Parish Council;


• National Farmers Union;


• Nettlestone & Seaview Parish
Community Partnership;


• Nettlestone and Seaview Parish Council;


• Newchurch Community Partnership;


• Newchurch Parish Council;


• Newport Area Forum;


• Niton & Whitwell Partnership;


• Niton and Whitwell Parish Council;


• Northwood Community Forum;


• Parish of Gatcombe Community;


• Parkhurst Community Partnership;


• Physically Disabled and Able Bodied
(Phab) Group;


• Physically Handicapped Society, IW,
Cowes Group;


• Physically Handicapped Society, IW,
Newport Group;


• Physically Handicapped Society, IW,
Ryde Group;


• Physically Handicapped Society, IW,
West Wight Group;


• Porchfield and District Partnership;


• Rookley Parish Council;


• Rookley Village Partnership;


• Rural Community Council;


• Ryde Community Forum;
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• Sandown Town Council;


• Shalfleet & District Partnership;


• Shalfleet Parish Council;


• Shanklin Partnership Group;


• Shanklin Town Council;


• Shorwell Community Partnership;


• Shorwell Parish Council


• Sound Advice;


• Sports and Recreation Club for the
Disabled, IW;


• St Helens Parish Council;


• St. Helens Community Plan;


• Step by Step Holidays;


• Sustrans;


• The Fellowship of Electric Scooter
Owners;


• The Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Department;


• The Isle of Wight Motorcycle Club;


• The National Trust;


• The Ramblers Association;


• The Sandown Community Partnership;


• The Vectis Land Rover Club;


• Totland Parish Council;


• Totland Partnership;


• Trail riders Fellowship;


• Ventnor Community Partnership;


• Ventnor Town Council;


• West Wight Community Initiative;


• Whippingham Community Budget;


• Wight Orienteers;


• Wootton Bridge Village Partnership;


• Wootton Parish Council;


• Wroxall Parish Council;


• Yarmouth & Thorley Community
Partnership;


• Yarmouth Town Council.
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Appendix B - Convenient and Safe


Crossings over Roads, Railways,


Rivers and Canals


Road Crossings


The following are areas that path users would reasonably be expected to cross a road to proceed on


their route. 


Although many of the following improvements involve road signs, a lot of the danger could be


removed by some simple user awareness signs. A proposed project of the ROWIP would be to


individually assess these crossings for safety and relevant action, with help from the traffic


department of the IWC.


• CS20 – CS3 crossing Rew Street


• CB2 – CB4 crossing Rolls Hill Road 


• N121 – N114 crossing North Fairlee Road


• F1 – F5 crossing Main Road Yarmouth


• F25 – F27 crossing Wilmingham Lane


• Y1 – crossing Wilmingham Lane


• S34 – S23 crossing Dodpits Lane


• CB16a – CB20 crossing Main Road, Calbourne


• CB21 – CB27 crossing Main Road


• N137 – N137a crossing Bowcombe Road


• N144 – N132 crossing Bowcombe Road


• A25 crossing Burnt House Lane


• A42  – A39 crossing Blackwater Hollow


• A39 crossing Main Road Blackwater


• A29 crossing Main Road


• R4a – R4 crossing Quarr Hill


• R7 – R36 crossing Rowlands Lane


• R36- R32 crossing Gatehouse Road


• R34 – R35 crossing Ashey Road


• R29 – R104 crossing Ashey Road


• R28 – R24 crossing Ashey Road


• B26 – B43 crossing Brading Down Road


• BB31 – B44 crossing Longlands Shute


• B69 – SS44 crossing Main Road


• BS10 – BS44 crossing Lynch Lane


• BS9 – CB17 crossing Lynch Lane


• SW51 – SW49 crossing Shorwell Shute


• GL14 – GL22 crossing Bagwich Lane


• GL14a – GL17 crossing Beacon Alley


• GL17 crossing Roud Main Road


• GL46 – GL44 crossing Shanklin Road


• GL31 – GL42 crossing Shanklin Road


• GL33 – GL35 crossing Shanklin Road


• NC24-NC16 crossing Winford Road


• NC28 crossing Ventnor Road


• NC35 – NC37 crossing Newport Road


• NC33a – NC31 crossing Canteen Road


• NC31 crossing the A3020


• NC30a – NC30 crossing the A3020


• NC37a – NC39 crossing the A3020


• C21 – C4 crossing Newport Road


• NT16 – NT15 crossing Ventnor Road


• V123 – V65 crossing Main Road


• BS96 – BS97 crossing the main road B3399
in Brighstone
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The Current Rights of Way Network Such as Ways Ending in
Cus-de-sacs or Routes Carrying Different Rights Along
Their Lengths 


Anomalies or Dead Ends on the Network


• S1 Bouldner end collapsed sea wall section. The end of this path has fallen into the sea
and is currently diverted along another path


• Y4 in Thorley comes to a dead end at Thorley Manor


• CB10a comes to a dead end at the coast


• R112 comes to a dead end in Binstead


• R57 comes to a dead end in Westridge


• R105 – R89 these paths come to dead ends, and do not officially meet, however access
is possible along the beach at Seaview


• R12 dead end comes to a dead end at Chillingwood Farm near Havenstreet


• BB19 comes to a dead end at Knowles Copse Bembridge


• GL28 comes to a dead end at Lessland Farm near Godshill. Unofficial access may be
currently possible along the access road.


• NT56 & C36 come to dead ends on Gore Down in Chale. Access is possible across the
National Trust land however


Changes in Status Along a Path and Relevant Upgrades for Improvement


The following paths have a change in status that limits certain users. Upgrading of the path status


would allow new links for horse riders and cyclists


• Bridleway BS88 meets a junction of only footpaths near the Longstone, Brighstone


• Upgrading Footpath N104 to bridleway status would allow easier off road access into
Carisbrooke


• Upgrading Footpaths N41 – A51 – A38 to Bridleway status would allow a complete
bridleway connection from Long Lane, Newport, to Blackwater and Arreton


• Upgrading Footpath A25 to bridleway status would allow an off road connection from
Horringford to St Georges Down for horse riders


• Upgrading Footpath R36 to bridleway status would allow an off road connection from
Ashey to Havenstreet


• Using the road verge or negotiating a roadside bridleway connecting R51 – R50 would
allow a safe off road link for all users on this fast road


• Upgrading Footpath NC9 to bridleway status would allow a safer off road route for horses
along the Newport to Sandown cycleway. Currently horse riders have to divert on road


• Upgrading Footpath R85 to bridleway status would allow a safer off road link from
Bembridge Duver to Seaview and beyond


• Upgrading Footpath SW22a to bridleway status would allow a general better off road
link in Shorwell


• Upgrading Footpath S34 between S19 and S21 to bridleway status would allow a useful
link between two long bridleway sections


• Upgrading Footpath N2 between N3 and N1 to bridleway status would allow a better off
road link through and out of Wooton


• Upgrading Footpath GL4 and GL5 to bridleway status would allow a much needed
bridleway link south out of Rookley
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• Upgrading Footpath R114 to bridleway status would allow a safer off road through
Nettlestone avoiding a fast road


• Upgrading the short Footpath R52a to bridleway status would allow an official link
through Swanmore avoiding user conflict


Crossings over Railways, Rivers and Canals


The island has few railways, rivers that are large enough to cause a concern, and has no canals.


The following points have been identified as needing safety assessments.


• Footpaths R52a crosses the railway line outside Ryde. This crossing is open with gates
each side, and no formal crossing system to protect users. Works are necessary in this
area to improve the safety. This area is also prone to local vandalism, so safety features
will need to be considered carefully.


• Footpath B4a crosses the railway line outside of Brading. This crossing is completely open.


• Footpath B1 crosses the railway line at Brading. This crossing is completely open to
users.


• Footpath SS35 meets SS86 crossing the railway line near Sandown Station.


• Footpath SS29 crosses the railway near Lake


• Footpath R86 crosses Bembridge Harbour. During certain tides this path is underwater
and has limited safety barriers.


• Certain areas of sea wall may need to be assessed for safety for users. Conditions are
usually good, but extreme weather in the winter months can cause great risk for
unaware users.


• Similar assessment could be made of certain beach areas that are accessed by rights
of way.


• Footpath CB9 crosses Newtown Nature Reserve. This boardwalk path has few safety
features for users and at times sections of it are under water.


• Footpath N120 runs down the East side of the River Medina. Assessment may need to
be made of the series of bridges and locks on the path.







Appendix C - Areas on The Isle of


Wight That Have Few Rights of Way


From the Definitive Map and statement the following areas have been identified as having ‘gaps’ in


the network.


Tapnell Furze


The area South of Thorley between Wilmingham Lane and Broad Lane containing Witheybed Copse,


Lower & Upper Ham Copse, Tapneww Furze, and the Wilmingham plantation. This area has paths


connecting to it, but little to take you through linking to other areas. Public Footpath Y1 passes the


northern section through to the road, and F27 can pass the southern section again connecting to


the road. An East to West, or North to South path could provide good links between towns, and


provide a scenic walk.


Bouldnor Copse


The area north of the island joining Bouldnor to Cranmore. This area has the coastal path S1 to the


northern edge, and the main A3054 Road to the southern edge, but has no connections within the


copse. A bridleway through this area could provide a scenic route, and aid in the connections from


Yarmouth to Hamstead avoiding the main road.


Turnpike Farm – Newtown Brook


This area East of Shalfleet has many roads passing through but few off road rights of way. The area


has the main A3054 Road to the north edge, and Quarry Lane on the southern edge. The area


contains many copse areas and a small number of farms. Passing through from East to West is the


dismantled railway that used to join Newport to Freshwater. Providing a link through this area would


allow a good route through the countryside, and aid in the off road passage from Shalfleet to


Newtown, and to Calbourne. Currently the round island coastal path uses the road in this area, but


could benefit from an off road path.


Newbarn Farm 


This area framed by B3401 on the northern edge, CB20 to the West, and CB21 to the East has no


East-West connection to avoid the main road. Providing a connection between the two bridleways


would allow an improved link from Calbourne to Newport or Porchfield, with a long diversion


through Brighstone Forest. This route would also benefit from the environments of Little Down,


Newbarn Down, the north edge of Brighstone forest, and High Wood.


Clamerkin Lake


This area has little or no connections to from the road or rights of way network, but has the


problems of tidal changes and wet conditions. 


The area in Calbourne is on the coast with Clamerkin Lake passing through from Newtown River.


Public footpath CB10a passes up the Eastern edge, but stops at the coast line.


A path through or across this area could give a valuable walk through this scenic area taking in the


coastline, the lake and the nature reserve.


Parkhurst Forest


Parkhurst Forest is a large forest on the north side of Newport. Framing the forest are main roads


Forest Road on the southern edge, Whitehouse Road to the West, the main Newport to Cowes Road


on the East side, and Noke Common to Hillis Gate Road to the north. Within the forest there are no


public rights of way.


Although there are paths for use by the public, there are no routes for horse riders without paying a


permit to allow use.


A bridleway link through the forest would allow more access by all users, and aid in the link


between Newport and the West side of the island.
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Colemans Farm South


The area south of Colemans Farm in Porchfield is a small area between the areas of Parkhurst


Forest and Newtown Brook as detailed above.


The area has public footpath N149 along the southern edge, CB8 running down the West edge from


Colemans Lane, and Betty Haunt Lane to Whitehouse Road on the East side. Having a link from


east to west, or north to south, would allow better connections from Porchfield to Newport, and


Newport to the West side of the island.


Dukem Copse 


This area near Shorwell takes in Dukem Copse, Westridge Down, and Plaish Copse. It is framed by


the main Bowcombe road and Public Bridleway N146, but does not have any rights of way links


through the copse or down.


New routes in this area would not provide any major links, but would allow a route through an area


with little current public access.


Newbarn Down


Newbard Down lays east to Dukem Copse as detailed above. This area is similar to Dukem Copse in


that it is surrounded by bridleways and main roads, but does not have any public rights of way


through it. 


The new rights of access have allowed access along a strip of land in the southern half of this area,


but there are no links north.


A new route north to south would provide no major links, but would allow public access to an area


where there is currently little.


Crockers Farm


The area surrounding Crockers Farm lies to the north of Newport and Parkhurst Forest as detailed


above.


Most of the small paths in the area are footpaths. A new bridleway link could provide a scenic route


through Crockers Copse and Ridge Copse, and aid in the north/south bridleway links.


East Cowes to Wooton 


The large section of land between East Cowes and Wootton has no public rights of way, and causes


the Coastal Path to divert inland to link up.


People wishing to travel through this section of the island are currently forced to use the public


roads via a long diversion.


Creating a new link at this position would be a great improvement to the existing coastal path route,


would aid in off road walking access, and provide a valuable link that has received a lot of local


support in the past.


Furzey Butt – Combley Great Wood


This is a large area to the East of Newport. The area runs each side of the main Briddlesford Road


and is surrounded by footpaths or bridleways.


Currently anyone wishing to link from this area to Newport, have to take a diversion south or use


the main Road. Providing a link through this area as far as Staplers Hill would aid in this link. The


route would also benefit from travelling through the Great Woods, Furzey Butt, Staplers copse and


Heath.


Briddlesford Copse – Firestone Copse


These two copse areas lay next to each other to the south of Wootton. The areas have many paths


through them, but no actual public rights of way. 


The main area is surrounded by roads and public bridleway N1, to Wootton. 







Providing another link through this area from East to East could help improve the links through


Wootton and Ryde, avoiding the main road.


Cothey Butts


This area lies North of Firestone Copse, as detailed above. The area is surrounded by roads with


only public footpath R4 to the far east.


Providing extra access in this area could help with links from Havenstreet to Ryde, or Wooton to


Ryde.


Appendix D - Suggested Beneficial


Links in The Network from Initial


Consultation 


All of the following links were general links and upgrades suggested from initial consultation


works. The most direct route has been used with local features; however a similar nearby route


could be used.


• A new link from Whitehouse Road through Forest Farm and into Parkhurst Forest


• A link from Forest Road, Newport or Camp Hill into Parkhurst Forest


• A new bridleway or cycleway link along N121 from North Fairlee road to East Cowes


• Upgrading of Footpath R52a to bridleway status


• Upgrading and extending of R114 for a safe off road link


• Upgrading of S34 to bridleway status


• A new link from Betty Haunt Lane in Bowcombe along the old railway line to
Carisbrooke Priory Road


• Upgrading of status on Footpath N104 along Lukely Brook


• Upgrade of status on footpaths A38, A51, and N42


• Upgrade of status on footpath A25 in Arreton


• Upgrade of status on footpath R36


• Upgrade of status on footpath R13 and R14


• Upgrade of status on footpath NC9


• Upgrade of status on footpath R85 St Helens Duver


• Upgrade of status on footpaths BB34 and BB5


• Upgrade of status on footpath F56 near Brook


• A new link from Cridmore Farm in Gatcombe to north Appleford in Godshill 


• Upgrade of status on footpaths GL4 and GL5 in Rookley


• A new cycleway or bridleway link from Pagham to bridleway A36


• A new link from Bridleway A22 at Macketts Lane, through Hale Manor Farm to the main
A3056 road


• Upgrade of footpath NC32 through to Canteen Road


• Upgrade footpath GL58 to bridleway status


• A new link adjacent to the road between Niton and Whitwell
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Appendix E - Local Access Forum


Comments and Suggestions from


Initial Consultation


All of the following are suggestions made by the Isle of Wight Local Access Forum, on particular


assessment points of the ROWIP


Access To and Within Attractive Areas of Countryside 
Which Might Have Currently Few Rights Of Way


• Creating a new link from the Barton Estate to Wootton using the potential coastal path
from East Cowes


• Within the plan there should be a positive statement for managing, predicting, and
reacting to coastal erosion


• Off road footpath/ bridleway links between Clamerkin and Porchfield


• Improved links in Great Thorness


• A bridleway link from Freshwater Bay to the Needles Battery completing a cross island
bridleway link.


• New walks and paths being constructed with regard to all classes of user. A general
principal of new routes should be with no barriers, and open to all users where possible.


• Allow horse rider use of all parts of the Newport to Sandown cycleway Route 23


• Improved links from Brading Railway station to St Helens.


• Introducing the Bembridge – Yaverland circular walk using RSPB land


• Inclusion of Countryside Agency open access land to aid in circular walks and general
access


• Improvements on the Fort Victoria to Cliff End link


• Utilising the new National Trust land acquisition at Shalfleet


• Creation of Newport to Yarmouth off road track using the old railway line where possible


Routes to Support Local Tourism, Economic 
Regeneration or Community Led Initiatives


• Introducing a new off road multi user link from East Cowes to Newport alongside the
river Medina


• Improved links from the Route 23 cycleway in Sandown to the beach and seafront


• Improvements to the promotion of the Downland Way


• Improved signage and promotion of the island’s long distance trails


• Improvements to the Nunwell Trail


• Take opportunities for improvement in the Sandown Bay and Cowes regeneration schemes


Opportunities for Links Enabling People to Avoid 
Using Roads


• More official routes through Parkhurst Forest


• A new link from Rowlands Lane to Combley


• Improved links from Dodpitts Lane, Newbridge
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Routes That Can be Used in Conjunction with 
Public Transport


• Make use of the railway stations and the Brading to Ryde interchange


• Creation and promotion of circular routes from car parks


• Creation and promotion of circular routes from public houses


• Creation and promotion of informal local dog walker routes


Major Roads or Developments
• Improvements on the recent works on the Fighting Cocks crossroads, which did not


include any provision for pedestrians.


• Working with the relevant IWC departments to ensure that network users are
considered in any new schemes


Other Points as Discussed and Supported


New bridleways at 


• Brading Station to St Helens on the old railway line


• Upgrade of the footpath S34 from Dodpits Lane through Churchills Farm


• Improved bridleway links between the north and south of the island


• More bridleway links in the Rowlands area


• Upgrade footpath BS84 in Brighstone


Upgrade of surface on


• Improve cycleway surfaces generally to eliminate punctures from sharp gravel


• Use Cycle Tracks Act to upgrade selected footpaths e.g. Ashey Station area


• Upgrade the path over the Tennyson Down


Upgrading of path status between settlements


• Brighstone to Yafford


• Ashknowle Lane from Whitwell to Niton


• Wroxall to Shanklin 


• General improvement of road verges where there is no right of way available for users


Coastal Path issues


• The IWC should allow a budget to achieve the East Cowes to Wootton coastal link


• Consider new riverside path at Kingston in East Cowes as a potential link.


• Link Thorness west through Burnt Wood.


• Utilize new National Trust land acquisition at Shalfleet.


Cycleways


• Improve surfaces to eliminate punctures from sharp gravel


• Create Newport to Yarmouth off road cycleway 


• Use Cycle Tracks Act to upgrade selected footpaths e.g. Ashey Station area


• Upgrade path over Tennyson Down


Definitive Map issues


• Add urban paths to the definitive map and full maintenance schedules


• Include the Downland Way


• Investigate any ‘Lost ways’


• Investigate and consider inclusion of unofficial village paths


• Improved promotion of Long Distance Trails


• The support for removal of barriers on public rights of way in order to aid access for
people with mobility difficulties.
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Appendix F - British Horse Society


Suggested New Links and Ugrades


All of the following link upgrades were suggested by the British Horse Society. All upgrades are


from footpath to bridleway unless stated.


• Create a new link from East Cowes front through to Wootton.


• Grass verge or create a new link from Whippingham into East Cowes.


• Create a bridleway link from Bouldnor through Bouldnor Copse into Cranmore.


• Create new route from the north end of bridleway S36 to bridleway S16.


• Create new route along the old railway line around Bembridge Harbour, creating a
safe off road link for many users.


• Upgrade footpath CS21 from Newport Road Cowes through to Chawton Farm.


• Upgrade footpaths CS20, CS3, CB23, CB1. 


• Upgrade footpath CB3 in Thorness.


• Upgrade status of footpath S27 and S11.


• Upgrade status of CB5 at Marks Corner.


• Upgrade status of N201 to CS22 at Pallancegate.


• Upgrade existing racecourse cycle link for horse riders.


• Upgrade footpaths N114, N115, N116, and N119 from Binfield to Staplers.


• Upgrade N2 from Littletown to Woodhouse Farm.


• Upgrade footpath R1 in Fishbourne.


• Upgrade footpath R4 through Puckers Copse.


• Upgrade footpaths R41 and R40 in Bartons Corner.


• Upgrade footpaths F3 & F6 in Norton, Freshwater.


• Upgrade footpath F21 in Freshwater town.


• Upgrade footpath F46 in Freshwater Bay, linking up to further bridleways across
Tennyson Down.


• Upgrade footpath F24 across Tennyson Down, creating a long link to the western end
of the island.


• Upgrade footpath F24 in Freshwater.


• Upgrade footpath Y1 in Yarmouth.


• Upgrade footpath F27 and F28 in Freshwater, creating a valuable off road link from
Freshwater to Compton.


• Upgrade footpath S13 in Shalfleet.


• Upgrade footpath S17 in Shalfleet.


• Upgrade footpaths S34 and CB11 for a valuable off road link to further bridleways.


• Upgrade footpaths N148 and N149 for a safe off road link.


• Upgrade footpaths N73, N72, N71, N69, and N68 to create better off road links to the
north of the island.


• Upgrade footpaths N24 and N25 in Newport.


• Upgrade footpaths N37 and A50 to improve off road links out of Newport.


• Upgrade footpaths N119, N116, N115, and N114 to provide a safe off road route from
Newport towards Ryde.


• Upgrade footpath N94 to improve off road routes out of Newport.


• Upgrade footpaths A25, A25a, and N92 for an off road route from Blackwater to
Arreton and beyond.


• Upgrade footpath R37 in Havenstreet.


• Upgrade footpaths R13 and R14 for a useful off road link.


• Upgrade footpath R104 from Ashey Down.


• Upgrade footpath R77 to improve off road links out of St Helens.


• Upgrade footpath B27 for improved off road links out of Brading.
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• Upgrade footpath B1 in Brading.


• Upgrade footpath B56 near Bembridge.


• Upgrade footpath BB29 on Bembridge Down.


• Upgrade footpath BS84 in Brighstone, linking to Mottistone Down and beyond.


• Upgrade footpath GL10 improving off road links in this area.


• Upgrade footpath GL31 to provide safe off road links around and out of Godshill.


• Upgrade footpath NC30a in Whiteley Bank.


• Upgrade footpath NT40 at St Catherine’s Point.


• Upgrade footpath NT91 in Southford.


• Upgrade footpath V72 providing an off road link in Ventnor.


• Upgrade footpath V121 in Wroxall.


Appendix G - The Ramblers


Association Suggested New Links


and Upgrades


All of the following new links and upgrades were suggested from the Ramblers Association on the


Isle of Wight


• The East Cowes coastal link through Barton and to Wootton.


• The East Cowes to Newport riverside link.


• New link through Bouldnor Copse linking the main A3054 road to footpath S1.


• New link between Great Thorness and Burnt Wood.


• New link through Brocks Copse between the main A3054 road and Brocks Copse
Road.


• New link adjacent to the main A3054 road through Shalfleet.


• New link connecting footpath CB13 to CB11b avoiding the road.


• New off road link adjacent to the main Calbourne Road linking footpath N73 to
bridleway N197.


• New link adjacent to Bowcombe Road connecting bridleway N137a to bridleway N142.


• New link adjacent to Long Lane, Newport connecting footpath A25 to footpath A50.


• New link connecting Blackwater Road, Newport, to the Route 23 cycleway.


• New link connecting bridleway NC53 to Wacklands Lane in Newchurch.


• New link extending NC14 through Greentiles Nursery and to the road.


• New link adjacent to Longlands shute in Bembridge connecting footpath BB26 to
footpath BB23.


• New link extending footpath BB19 through to Mill Farm in Bembridge.


• New link connecting footpaths BS20 to footpath BS21 in Brighstone.


• New link connecting the Military Road at the end of footpath BS15 to the Coastal Path
BS16, avoiding a long on road detour.


• New link connecting footpath G9 through Chillerton Down to footpath G12a.


• New link adjacent to the road connecting bridleway SW54 to bridleway SW47.


• New link adjacent to the Blackwater Road in Rookley, connecting bridleway A37 to
bridleway A41, avoiding a dangerous on road diversion.


• New link connecting bridleway GL14 to the footpath GL10.


• New link connecting Watery Lane in Newchurch to bridleway NC25.







61 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan E - Rights of Way Improvement Plan


R
ig


ht
s 


of
 W


ay
 Im


pr
ov


em
en


t 
P


la
n


• New link adjacent to the road connecting footpath C18 to footpath SW30, avoiding
dangerous road link.


• New link adjacent to the Undercliff Drive road connecting footpath V124 to footpath
NT117, avoiding dangerous road route.


• New link adjacent to Mitchell Avenue in Ventnor, connecting footpath V1 to footpath V110.
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Appendix H - Cyclist Groups


Suggested New Links and Upgrades


All of the following upgrades and links were suggestions from cycling groups on the Isle of Wight


Priority routes for improvement and maintenance


• The Cowes to Sandown Route 23 link, by continuous tarmac surfacing


• Shanklin to Wroxall link


• Whitwell to Niton bridleway


• Rookley Farm to Lower Rill


Completed surfaced links from Route 23 to 


• Northwood


• Godshill


• Sandown seafront, near to the Dinosaur museum


• Rookley at Little Birchmore


Construction of new routes on


• Brading to Bembridge, using the old railway line


• Link from Shanklin to the ‘round the island’ route


• Ryde to Yarmouth, via Newport and the old railway line


• North Appleford to Cridmore


Upgrade of routes to allow cycle use


• Seaview to St Helens


• Bembridge Harbour to Love Lane


• Freemantle Gate to Appuldurcombe House


• Rookley Farm towards Lower Rill


• North Appleford to Cridmore


• Chillerton to Gatcombe


• The Folly – Binfield – Newport


• Freshwater to the Needles Battery


• East Ashey to Old Ashey Station


• Rookley to Route 23 at Little Birchmore


Quiet Roads that need to be introduced or considered for improvements


• Atherfield Lane


• Bathingbourne Lane 


• Lessland Lane


• Redhill Lane


• Rew Lane


• Quarry Lane and Pump Lane in Newbridge


Revetments to allow cycling


• Sandown to Shanklin


• Ventnor to Bonchurch


• Totland to Colwell
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Introduction -


Travelling To School


In September 2003 the Department for Transport (DfT) and the Department for
Education and Skills (DfES) launched Travelling to School, an initiative promoting
safe and healthy journeys to school which in turn can also help to reduce the use of
the car and impact of the 'school run'. It sets the objective that ‘all schools should
have active travel plans’ by 2010(1). It provides the framework for doing this by
funding school travel plan advisors (STAs) to promote the initiative, supported by a
school travel plan grant to local authority schools for relevant capital expenditure.


Aim


The overarching aim of the Isle of Wight Council’s School Travel Plan Strategy is to encourage every


school to have a travel plan by 2010. The purpose of a school travel plan (STP) is to reduce car use


on the school journey. 


Objectives of the School Travel Plan Strategy


In setting the aim to encourage every school to have a travel plan by 2010, it is intended that the


following objectives, supported by the policies outlined in the appendices, are achieved:-


• To increase road safety, particularly for children


• To improve children’s health by increasing walking and cycling 


• To reduce congestion


• To promote awareness of road safety issues around schools to local drivers, 
including parents/carers, staff, neighbours and the local business community


• To improve the environment around schools by reducing car use and thus 
levels of pollution


• To increase the use of public transport by children


• To increase accessibility to education opportunities 


• To increase children’s experience of independent travel, aiming towards 
positive behaviour habits which can be adopted for life


Local Transport Plan 


This School Travel Plan Strategy forms part of the second Local Transport Plan, which covers the


period 2006/7 to 2010/11, and shares the following transport objectives:-


• reducing congestion • improving accessibility


• improving road safety • improving air quality


and the wider goal of improving the quality of life locally.


This document is based on the School Travel Plan Strategy 2005 – 2011, the full version


of which can be downloaded from www.iwight.com/transport or by contacting the


Transport Policy section of Isle of Wight Council Engineering Services on 01983 823777.


A.


A.2


A.1


A.3
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Background


Improving Road Safety


Understandable concerns about road safety are, ironically, fuelling the use of cars
on the school run. Although many would like to support their child walking or
cycling to school, parents/carers often feel that roads are not safe for their child;
but by using the car themselves, they may be adding to the problem. 


Children often have poor road safety awareness due to their lack of experience, which may sadly


result in injury or even death as pupils start to travel independently (2). Being used to “Mum or


Dad’s Taxi”, children are often unaware of the options available to them to travel independently,


including walking, cycling, bus or train; methods which are more environmentally sustainable than


car use.


Improving Children’s Health 


Health and fitness levels are deteriorating amongst young people, with ‘3 in 10 boys
and 4 in 10 girls aged 2 – 15 are not meeting recommended levels of physical
activity’ (3). The Chief Medical Officer recommends that ‘children and young people
should achieve a total of at least 60 minutes moderate-intensity physical activity
each day’ (4). 


Whilst accepting that the car is part of our society and will continue to be used, reductions in its use


on the school run could help address these concerns by allowing increased opportunities for safe


walking and cycling. If alternative travel methods were used just one day a week, traffic would be


cut by 20%. Those of us who drive a car can choose to make this difference possible.


Improving Accessibility


The take-up of after-school activities and extended learning at schools depends on
those facilities being easily accessible by those at whom the activities are aimed. 


The Department for Transport states that, ‘by working to improve access to schools for those


without a car, alternatives to car use should be made more attractive.’(5) School travel plans can


help by improving provision for walking and cycling, addressing fear of crime and safety in and


around transport, and improving travel information and awareness.


B.


B.2


B.1


B.3
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How the School Travel Plan


Strategy sits within the Local


Transport Plan 2


The STP strategy sits within the LTP2 as follows:-


Healthy Communities


Most school travel plans focus on promoting walking and cycling to school. 
With the benefit of their local knowledge the STP Working Group at a school can, 
for example, identify a public right of way linking a school to a housing
development.  


This may require upgrading to a dual walking/cycling use, or maybe maintenance – facts which are


fed back to the council through the STA.  The route of the path could be publicised through the


school’s Plan for use by parents, pupils and staff, leading to dissemination to the wider local


community. This in turn could lead to an increased uptake of sports and leisure facilities at the


school as people become aware of the walking and cycling links to the school, helping to fulfil the


requirements of both social inclusion and public health. 


The STP grant could, for instance, be used by the school to provide secure cycle storage, thus


increasing the likelihood of cycling to the school premises. Educational links could include route


planning in Geography, personal safety in Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), and help


to fulfil the Healthy Schools aim of increasing pupils’ health. Road safety training, for instance in


pedestrian skills or on-road cycle training, could be provided for the whole family if required. 


Those without bicycles need not be excluded, by linking through the STA to the Inside Out Trust,


which enables cycles to be reconditioned by prisoners and safety checked prior to being made


available for use at a very low cost.


Promotion of this work through events such as Car Free days could demonstrate the effect of


reducing car use to the whole community. This again will lead to roads around a school being safer


and cleaner environments, to the benefit of the whole community.


Demand Management Measures


‘Hard’ engineering measures, such as the provision of pavements and safe
crossing areas through a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) scheme, often form the
first step in reducing car use as the local community perceive their environment is
safer for walking or cycling. ‘Softer’ measures, such as pedestrian or cycle
training, can be run alongside the hard engineering improvements to ensure the
improvements are used. 


STPs can help by, for instance, identifying the need for training, and through the ongoing quarterly


and annual review process ensure that any change from car use to walking or cycling does not


relapse. Because the STP is devised and ‘owned’ by the school for the school, and not imposed


upon it, behavioural change is more likely to be sustained. This self-monitoring and support of the


initiative is therefore highly effective, without onerous costs.


Child-Focused Strategies to Improve Road Safety


By offering an improved walking and cycling infrastructure through SRTS
schemes and the work of the Cycling Promotion Officer, and developing
pedestrian and cycling training opportunities such as the Kerbcraft and Go Ride
schemes, children are given the skills and experience to deal with our road
environment.  Whilst parental fears of road traffic accidents, and of ‘stranger
danger’, can lead them to transport their children to school by car, ironically


C.
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C.1
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6 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - F: School Travel Plan Strategy


when children do inevitably begin to travel unaccompanied (on the transition to
middle school, for instance), incidents of road traffic accidents increase. 


STPs can help to ensure that children are provided with the skills they need to keep themselves


safe on the journey to school, as fears and concerns can come to light through pupil


questionnaires.  Solutions can include the pedestrian and cycling courses referred to above, as well


as tackling issues such as bullying under Citizenship in PSHE led by the Healthy Schools


Coordinator, or working with the Police Schools Liaison Officer.


Partnerships


School Travel Plan Steering Group


The barriers to reducing car use on the school run, and their solutions, are
complex. In order to find these solutions and implement them, partnership 
working is vital. 


To facilitate this the School Travel Plan Advisor has established a School Travel Plan (STP) Steering


Group, with representation from Cycling Promotion, the Education directorate, the Healthy Schools


initiative, Property Services, Planners, Rights of Way, Road Safety Unit, Teachers, Traffic Engineers,


Transport, and Transport Policy. An illustration of this is at Table A:-


TABLE A: Membership and some of the policy drivers of the School Travel Plan 
Steering Group
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CYCLING and 


WALKING


Cycling Promotion Officer


Rights of Way Officer


Planning Officer


Transport Policy


Transport Manager


POLICY and PLANNING


ROAD SAFETY


Road Safety Officer


Traffic Engineer


HEALTH and EDUCATION


Healthy Schools Manager


Education Department


Teachers
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Links between the School Travel Plan initiative and other policies include, but are not limited to:-


Safe Routes to School Programme


The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programme is a government-funded initiative
aimed at improving road safety on the school journey, and run locally by the Traffic
and the Road Safety sections of the Council.


From April 2005, the criteria determining the eligibility of a school for a scheme will include


whether a school has a school travel plan. By providing improvements to the walking/cycling


infrastructure, and seeing their effectiveness improved through the STP and cycling initiatives, a


modal shift away from car use is more likely to be achieved.


Cycling Promotion


The Cycling Promotion Officer and the School Travel Plan Advisor work closely
together to increase cycling in schools (see Appendix B). 


By working together on various initiatives, such as improvements to the cycling infrastructure, the


cycling public service agreement, and Bike to School Week, cycling to school can be improved and


sustained.


Healthy Schools 


Strong links exist between the STP project and the Healthy Schools initiative,
promoting as it does health on every level (see Appendices A and D). 


Key shared areas include increasing walking and cycling to school, giving pupils a voice, and


encouraging independent travel.


Planning Policy


Under the government’s Planning Policy Guidance on Transport (PPG13), 
travel plans may be required from schools if a development is ‘…likely to have


significant transport implications…’ (6). The STA works with the Planning 
department to develop plans which do not restrict the planning process, but do
encourage a reduction in car use whenever possible.


Section 106 Development Group


The Countryside Access Manager, with responsibility for pedestrian rights of way,
and the Cycling Promotion Officer, with responsibility for cycleways, are part of the
council’s cross-directorate Section 106 Development Group which looks at the
opportunities for improving the walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure
around building developments. 


Section 106 payments allow for funding for improvements to the local sustainable transport


network, and as a guideline the School Travel Plan Advisor subscribes to the approach that all


footpaths and cycleways within 3 miles of schools are upgraded and transferred to dual use, where


appropriate.


D.6
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D.3
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D.5
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Delivering the Strategy


Selection of Schools for The School Travel Plan Initiative 


The School Travel Plan initiative is aimed at every school on the Isle of Wight:
independent, state, voluntary-aided, and special schools.


Based on good practice from other authorities, advice from the Regional STAs, recommendations


from those professionals involved in the process, and the experience gained to date, schools are


targeted by the STA using a compound approach to reflect the various requirements and situations


of the Island’s schools. Elements of this approach include: -


• Where Safe Routes to School schemes have been proposed


ie. for the school to demonstrate commitment to using any proposed 
improvements


• Where Safe Routes to School schemes have already been provided to schools


ie. to encourage the uptake of the improved facilities


• Where cycling can be increased at schools


• As part of the Healthy Schools initiative


• As part of the marketing of sustainable transport initiatives to all schools


eg. Bike to School Week, Walk on Wednesdays, Travel Packs, etc.


• Where Section 106 monies have been identified to improve the cycling/walking
infrastructure


• As part of a cluster of schools facing travel issues


• When requested by schools, governors, or other interested parties


Delivery of The Strategy Within The School Community


The STP initiative is a voluntary one and cannot be imposed upon a school, unless
required as a planning condition (see D.5). The best quality travel plans will come
when the whole school community is willingly engaged in the process. The criteria
laid down by DfT/DfES for an approved Plan includes that the Headteacher and
governors must support the initiative, and within the framework of this quality
assurance structure, schools have sufficient latitude to enable the development of a
Plan which will reflect the individual school’s circumstances. 


The STA’s aim is to enable the school to deliver a high quality plan which is owned and prepared by


the school, relevant to their travel situation, and will produce real long-term benefits. It is


envisaged that the STP will become part of the school’s policy and ethos, for instance by being


referred to in the induction process to new pupils and parents/carers.


Involvement of the school community
The School Travel Plan Advisor will encourage the school to set up a Working Party, with the


Headteacher’s approval, consisting of staff, pupil, parent and governor representation and including


any other interested party as relevant to the particular school. The STA will work with that group in


whatever way they require in order to facilitate the delivery of a Plan which meets the DfT/DfES


criteria.


In addition to the principal stakeholders of the Plan identified below, any person or group which is


locally affected by or party to travel in the vicinity of the school should be involved in the Working


Party, and potentially be a signatory to it. This may include a local business offering car parking


facilities for a Park & Stride scheme, for instance. 


E.
E.1


E.2
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Principal stakeholders in the STP process within the community include:-


Pupils
A vital part of the initiative is in engaging the pupils themselves. The government are keen to


encourage children to have a voice in their transport and one way of doing this is by using the DfT-


supported Youngtransnet website. Locally this approach is mirrored by the STA emphasising the


importance of consulting with all pupils in a school, by having pupils on the Working Party and, at


secondary level, encouraging pupils to run the STP project themselves. Children are often


enthusiastic about walking and cycling, and establishing good habits from the start could last a


lifetime. They can also be willing to encourage behavioural change in their parents – and have the


potential for ensuring these changes are effective.


Parents/Carers


Parents/carers have responsibility for children on the journey to and from school up to the


school premises, and so must be able to satisfy themselves that the child is safe on that journey.


Other factors parents/carers may consider for the trip to school include the opportunities for


exercise, social interaction, and experience of independent travel and bus and train use. As well as


safety, these factors have to be balanced against costs of public transport, possible bullying


problems, the environmental impact of using the car, and time spent on the school run. It is


important that a school travel plan does not place inappropriate demands upon parents/carers, but


that opportunities for even small changes are fully exploited where feasible.


Staff
Any successful initiative at a school must have the support and approval of the Headteacher, but


their direct involvement in the STA Working Party is not necessary, depending on the individual


school’s requirements. 


As part of their important role in giving students good role models, staff can lead by example which


will give encouragement and meaning to the STP policy. This could include walking and cycling


where possible, or more usually carsharing – even once a week would assist. In addition, the STP


can provide a real link to the curriculum (particularly the Healthy Schools and Eco-schools projects)


which can be exploited by staff.


Governors
Governors are key to the success of the STP strategy as the adoption of the plan into the school


policy is fundamental to sustaining travel changes. In practice, governors are also often best


placed to lead on the STP project within the school, as evidenced by the first schools to achieve


STPs on the Isle of Wight having working parties led by governors. 


From September 2005 the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) will be looking for


improvements in five areas, all of which have a link to the STP strategy:-


• be healthy 


• stay safe 


• enjoy and achieve 


• make a positive contribution 


• achieve economic well-being







Sc
ho


ol
 T


ra
ve


l P
la


n 
St


ra
te


gy
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Factors Which May Impact on the Delivery of The Strategy


National policy changes, local, and physical factors may impact on the successful
delivery of the strategy, and may affect any modal shift; some of these have been
identified below. 


Although funding cuts have been identified as a potential risk this has been mitigated by the council


pursuing alternative funding streams, as defined at Appendix B. Continual monitoring of the


strategy will provide opportunities to minimise the risks and review as appropriate.


National policy changes


• Any changes to definitions of school catchment areas.


• Withdrawal of STP Grant (currently approved until March 2008) by DfT/DfES.


• Travelling to School initiative sets targets to 2010, not 2011 as per LTP2.


• Potential changes to definitions of home to school transport.


• Withdrawal of funding of the STA post (currently funded until September 2006) 


by the Isle of Wight Council and DfT/DfES.


Local factors


• Any restructuring of the local education system, including school closures or 


additions


• Schools are self-regulating and retain discretion over whether they wish to take 


up the STP initiative or not


• Any significant changes to public transport services, or their providers


Physical factors


Some of these factors can be diminished or improved in order to reduce their impact, but are likely


to have some significance in achieving a modal shift away from car use:-


Walking


• Do the pupils and staff live within one mile of the school?


• Are the pupils old enough to walk to school?


• Are the local pavements/footpaths adequate?


Cycling


• Do the pupils and staff live within three miles of the school?


• Are the pupils old enough to cycle to school?


• Are the cycleways/dual use paths adequate?


• Have the children received cycle training?


• Does the school policy allow cycling to school?


Public Transport


• Is a service available?


• Are the pupils old enough to travel unaccompanied?


• Is the route from the service to the school adequate?


E.3


E.3.1


E.3.2


E.3.3







S
c


h
o


o
l 


T
ra


v
e


l 
P


la
n


 S
ta


te
g


y
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Targets


In 2005 baseline data on which to set targets for future modal shift was very
limited, the STP initiative being relatively new to the Isle of Wight. A prediction tool
is currently being developed in order to give a clearer indication of which schools
may be better placed to achieve a modal shift, based on the physical factors
identified at E.3.3 above. 


However, taking all known factors into account and based on best practice in other authorities, it is


predicted that almost all Island schools will have an STP by 2010, as illustrated in Table B:- 


TABLE B: OUTPUTS: Predicted uptake of School Travel Plan Initiative by schools


Note: Percentages are based on 100% equalling 70 schools, ie. the 69 local 


authority schools plus one independent school


The rationale behind this chart is:-


2005 STP process introduced to Isle of Wight


2006 Process gathers momentum as more schools achieve Plans and 
delivery experience is gained


2007 Significant uptake due to achievements acquired at other 
schools


2008 Increase in uptake as possibility of STP grant being withdrawn 


2009 to 2011 Plateau as most schools have achieved Plan, leaving those for


which modal shift may be most difficult to achieve.
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Target and Trajectory Setting


At the time of compiling the Plan, little information is available on current modal split trends. In


light of the lack of information and, after discussions with both the Government Office for the South


East (GOSE) and Department for Transport (DfT), the Council have decided it would be more


appropriate to set local targets relating to reducing car use without defining reductions in specific


travel modes. The Council also recognise that not all modes will be appropriate for every school


and thus a global target will assist in these circumstances.


As the plan develops the Council, in consultation with others, may seek to revise this methodology.


Table C illustrates targets for reduction in car use on the school run.


TABLE C: Outcomes: Target - To Reduce Car Use on the School Run


The 2005 figures for car use are based on data acquired through the STP process at primary and


middle schools, and estimated for high schools. The trajectory of this prediction for reduced car use


corresponds with that of Table B (Predicted uptake of STPs). The rationale behind this is that, as


schools develop STPs, a corresponding reduction in car use should occur. 


Table D below shows the figures on which Tables B and C are based:-


TABLE D: Figures on which Targets are based


2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011


Predicted reduction in car use on school journey (percentage)


Primary 48 43 38 36 35 35 35


Middle 45 42 38 33 31 30 30


High 40 37 34 32 31 30 30


Predicted uptake of STPs (number plans)


All schools 3 14 50 72 79 86 93
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Monitoring


Data collected during 2005/06 describes a baseline for how pupils are travelling to
school, with monitoring on an annual basis.


Indicator and Description


As defined by the Department for Transport (7) the indicator, referred to as LTP4, is:-


How do pupils usually get to school


Modes of travel offered are:-


• Walk • Cycle • Bus


• Train • Carshare • Car


The Department for Transport (7) defines the following:-


• The choice of mode refers to the mode used for the longest part, by 
distance, of the trip.


• ‘Bus’ includes buses contracted by the LEA, by school, or by parents


• ‘Carshare’ is defined as ‘travel in a car with another child/other children 
also going to school who does/do not live in the same house’


Methodology


During 2005/06 baseline data will be collected using both the Isle of Wight Council’s
on-line survey available on Eduwight, the school’s website, and hands-up surveys
conducted at schools through the SRTS and STP projects.


50% of schools will be asked by the School Travel Advisor to provide data:-


From each type:-


• independent
• state funded


In the age categories:- 


• primary
• middle
• high


Note: Due to the three-tier school system in place on the Isle of Wight, it has been agreed with


Government Office South East (GOSE) and the Department for Transport (DfT) that these categories


shall be used instead of primary and secondary.


Stratified in terms of:-


• urban


• fringe (town and fringe)


• rural (hamlet and isolated dwelling)


Note: classification as defined by Electoral Wards


It should also be noted that there are no schools in the Independent - Fringe, Independent - Rural,


Middle - Rural, High - Fringe or High - Rural categories.


From April 2006 the data used will be that obtained through school travel plans, as recommended


by the Department of Transport in their LTP2 guidance (7). It is also possible that from 2006 data on


how pupils travel to school will be collected from every school through the Pupil Level Annual


School Census (PLASC) and held by the Children’s Services (Education) Directorate, and this will be


used as appropriate.


F.


F.1


F.2
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Calculation


Data for LTP2 monitoring is expressed as percentages, separately for the categories
identified at F.2 above and as illustrated at Table E below.


Reporting


From this 2005/06 baseline, progress is reported in the LTP’s Annual Progress
Reports. The information is also reported on an annual basis to the Department for
Transport and Department for Education and Skills’ Travelling to School Project
Board, to monitor the School Travel Plan initiative. Data is reported in the following
table:-


TABLE E: Percentage of children travelling to school by mode


PRIMARY Minimum Total Walk Cycle Bus Train Carshare Car
no.of no.of 
sample schools


Independent 
Urban 1 2


State
Urban 12 25
State


Fringe
State 6 13


Rural 4 8


MIDDLE


State
Urban 6 13


State
Fringe 1 3


HIGH


Independent 
Urban 1 2


State
Urban 2 5


Note: No schools are in the Independent - Fringe, Independent - Rural, Middle - Rural, High -


Fringe  or High - Rural categories


F.3


F.4
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Appendix A: National Policies


Road Safety


The School Travel Plan initiative links to the national road safety strategy Tomorrow’s Roads: Safer


for Everyone (March 2000) which details the road safety strategy and child casualty reduction


targets for 2010 and underpins the Isle of Wight Council’s Road Safety Plan. 


Walking and Cycling


The DfT’s Walking & Cycling: an action plan (2004) commits the government to increasing walking


and cycling by seeing these actions through. This is supported by Cycling England, the national


body for planning and co-ordinating the development of cycling. The DfT also promotes walking as a


healthy and more preferable option to the motor car for short journeys.


Health


The Healthy Blueprint for Schools, Our Healthier Nation (1999), sets the National Healthy School


Standard (NHSS) which states:-


“A healthy school is one that is successful in helping pupils to do their best and build


on their achievements. 


It is committed to ongoing improvement and development. 


It promotes physical and emotional health by providing accessible and relevant


information and equipping pupils with the skills and attitudes to make informed


decisions about their health. 


A healthy school understands the importance of investing in health to assist in the


process of raising levels of pupil achievement and improving standards. 


It also recognises the need to provide a physical and social environment that is


conducive to learning." 


School travel plans are also identified in the Department of Health’s Choosing Activity: a physical


activity action plan published in March 2005 as a link to ‘encouraging activity in school’ (8).


Accessibility


The Office for the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM)’s report of February 2003, Making the Connections


(9), promotes social inclusion by helping people from disadvantaged groups or areas access jobs


and essential services, including education.  The DfT (10) recognises the role of the school travel


advisor in accessibility planning by acting as a link between transport and education departments of


the local authority and schools, by providing evidence, and by contributing to local developments


aimed at improving accessibility.


Parental Choice


The law provides for parents to express a preference for the school they wish their child to attend.


The Education Act 2002 (11) introduced new legislation for schools in England which aims to


promote parental preference.
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Appendix B: 


Local Authority Policies


Corporate Plan


The Isle of Wight Council’s Corporate Plan, which concludes in 2005, has at its core the aim to


‘improve island life’. School travel plans can help achieve three of the six key goals:-


Improving health, housing and quality of life 


• by promoting healthy living


Improving public transport and the highways infrastructure


• by encouraging transport by sustainable means


• by promoting public transport


Protecting the Island’s natural environment 


• by reducing car congestion


Isle of Wight Council Medium Term Financial Plan


In order to support the implementation of the School Travel Plan strategy, the Isle of Wight Council


has identified that ‘funding should be extended to ensure current developments can be continued


with a view to meeting the 2010 target’ (12).


Cycling Strategy


The Cycling Promotion Officer has the responsibility to develop cycling on the Isle of Wight,


including the development of the Island’s cycling infrastructure. This includes working directly with


any school wishing to promote cycling activities and particularly as part of the local public service


agreement to increase cycling.


Rights of Way Improvement Plan


The Rights of Way Improvement Plan forms part of the LTP2 and includes pedestrian routes from


towns with links to public amenities and facilities, including schools.


Road Safety Plan 2001 - 2006


School travel plans were identified as part of the strategy to improve child safety (13) at primary and


middle schools. The draft Road Safety Plan is included in LTP2 for consultation purposes.


Safe Routes to School Schemes


Safe Routes to School (SRTS) schemes were introduced to improve road safety and reduce child


casualties on the journey to and from school. By encouraging more walking and cycling to school,


the schemes are also intended to improve children’s health, and to reduce local traffic congestion


and pollution (14). Under LTP2 the success and experience of the Safe Routes to School team,


which includes officers from both the Road Safety Unit and Traffic engineers, will be built upon and


developed to deliver effective schemes at schools.


Island Transport Vision


The Transport Vision for the Island looks to increase the numbers of people choosing to walk, cycle


and use public transport. By reducing car use, congestion will be eased, and every school having a


travel plan has been identified as one measure which can help achieve these aims. STPs promote


the use of walking and cycling routes, especially in urban areas, which also forms part of the Vision.
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Local Education Authority (LEA) Home to School 
Transport Policy


Current policy states that free home to school transport will be provided to children living the


following distances from the school in their priority area to the home:-


• 2 miles for primary schools


• 2 miles for voluntary aided primary schools


• 3 miles for middle (including voluntary aided) and high schools


Schools Admission Arrangements


Parents are allowed to state a preference for the school they wish their child to attend. This is not


limited by geography.


School Organisation Plan 2003/2004 – 2007/2008 (July 2003)


The Education and Community Development Directorate states that Primary schools should, where


possible, be within walking distance of the homes of the majority of pupils within the priority area,


with safe routes for journeys on foot and as far as possible related to public transport.


2004/05 Transport Policy Statement for Students 16-19


The Education and Community Development Department of the Isle of Wight Council supports full-


time learners aged 16-19 by offering subsided bus/train passes to students living more than 3 miles


away from the special school, high school or the college where their course is provided.


Planning Policies 


The Transport section of the Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 1996-2011 sets the


following objectives:-


• To try and reduce the need to travel, especially by car


• To promote alternatives to car use


• To increase the opportunities for cycling and walking


Improvements to the walking, cycling and sustainable transport infrastructure are also supported


under the UDP (15), with contributions being sought from developers to a sustainable transport


fund for improvements in the locality of the development, known as Section 106 agreements.


Additional planning guidance which supports the school travel plan initiative includes:-


UDP Policy TR6 Cycling and Walking (page 14-5) states:-


‘Planning applications for development, which include the opportunity for cycling


and walking as alternatives to the car will be approved.’ 


Paragraph 14.24 of the UDP (page 14-5) states:-


‘The Council will where possible support “safe routes to schools projects” …’


Planning Policy Guidance Note 13 states:-


“…travel plans should be submitted alongside planning applications which are


likely to have significant transport implications, including those for…new and


expanded school facilities which should be accompanied by a travel plan which


promotes safe cycling and walking routes, restricts parking and car access at and


around schools, and includes on-site changing and cycle storage facilities.”
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Appendix C: 


Other Local Policies


Isle of Wight Community Strategy 2002-2012 
– Island Futures


This policy (16) has identified seven main themes of which the following link particularly closely with


the STP strategy:-


‘Guaranteeing our Quality of Life and Sustainability’


an aspiration being ‘to promote walking and cycling, while promoting road safety’


‘Improving Access to Services’


an aspiration being to ‘develop a transport system which is attractive, safe and 


convenient for all users’


a key partnership action being ‘adopting measures to make walking more convenient 


and safer’


‘Promoting Equality’


an aspiration being ‘to develop education and learning chances which promote 


awareness of healthier living’


‘A Quality Built Environment’


a key partnership action being ‘improving provision for travel on foot, by cycle and 


horseback’


Island Plan for Health and Well-Being (HIMP)


This policy aims to reduce the need for travel, especially by car, through the promotion of


alternatives to car use, encouragement of improved public transport facilities, and increasing the


opportunities for safe walking and cycling.


Agenda 21 Strategy


This policy aims for reduced congestion, noise and air pollution on Island roads.


Isle of Wight Rural Transport Partnership - Rural
Transport Action Plan 2003-05


The Rural Transport Action Plan (17) aims to secure long-term improvements in provision and


coordination of transport for Island residents. A key objective includes promoting awareness of new


and existing services. The Plan also seeks to promote sustainable transport policies and


encourages the use of walking, cycling and public transport where possible. 


Isle of Wight Primary Care Trust


In order to tackle childhood obesity on the Isle of Wight, the Primary Care Trust have identified the


promotion of school travel plans as a means of increasing opportunities for children and their


parents to participate in healthy and safe exercise by walking and cycling to school. This links to the


Department of Health’s Choosing Health White Paper, and the Health Committee Report on Obesity.
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Appendix D: Schools Policies


Schools are usually managed by their own Board of Governors, which has responsibility


independent of the local authority. Policies set by the governors which may impact on the school


travel plan initiative include:-


• Cycling


• Start times


• Uniform 


National Healthy Schools Standard


Every school on the Isle of Wight has signed up to the National Healthy Schools Standard, which


defines a healthy school as one which aims :-


• to raise pupil achievement


• to promote social inclusion


• to reduce health inequalities


Every school has a Healthy School Manager supported by the Healthy Schools Lead Officer. 70 % of


schools have achieved the status of being a ‘Healthy School’ with 6 schools being revalidations.


Shalfleet CE Primary School’s Drop-off Scheme. Shalfleet was the first primary school 


on the Isle of Wight to develop a travel plan.
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Foreword 


“Every person injured in a crash is one too many”


Road crashes and concern about them affects the whole community. Most people
know a friend or relative that has been involved in a crash. Too often these result in
injuries or deaths. They can have a distressing effect for friends and family
involved. 


Many road crashes are preventable. This new Road Safety Plan – “Improving Road Safety on the Isle


of Wight” is a fundamental review of Road Safety Strategy adopting best practice from around the


UK. It sets out a comprehensive and structured programme of wide ranging measures which will be


adopted in order to achieve a substantial reduction in the number of people killed and injured in


road crashes. It also seeks to tackle the root causes of public concerns over road safety issues


through a partnership approach.


Road safety involves all sections of the community and your views are welcome on these important


issues.
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Introduction


The Isle of Wight Council has a number of corporate objectives that need to be
considered in the delivery of our Road Safety service:


• To care for vulnerable and disadvantaged people


• To protect the health, safety and environment of the Island and it’s people


• To develop the Islands transport network for the benefit of local people


In delivering this service the values of the authority are to:


• Listen to people


• Work in partnership


• Give excellent service


• Be open and fair


• Care for our unique environment


This Road Safety Plan takes account of all of these principles and aims to deliver a high quality service. 


The 1988 Road Traffic Act, Section 39, requires local highway authorities to “prepare and carry out a


programme of measures designed to promote road safety”. The Isle of Wight Council has carried


out programmes of road safety measures for many years. 


The Local Authority Associations (LAA) produced a revised edition of Road Safety - Code of Good


Practice in 1996. This made several recommendations about the road safety service that highway


authorities should provide. Whilst a number of these recommendations have been superseded (for


example by best value performance indicators), this still forms the basis for good practice for a


highway authority. The Isle of Wight Council complies with many of these already and the measures


proposed in this plan aim to cover the majority of the remaining recommendations.


The Isle of Wight is co-operating with other councils in the south-east region to compare its


performance (benchmarking) in delivering its road safety service with other councils.  


The Local Transport Plan (2001-2006) states that the Isle of Wight Council will continue to review its


Road Safety Strategy as part of its Best Value Review. In addition to national casualty reduction


targets (see Road Safety Strategy – 2000 to 2010 page 3), Audit Commission Performance Indicators


(ACPI’s) have been defined for various aspects of road safety. The Isle of Wight Council aims to


achieve performance levels in the top 25%ile of councils. 


This Road Safety Plan represents a target-led strategic review of the progress of the road safety


strategy for the Isle of Wight. Best practice from around the UK has been considered. A review of


the local casualty problems has been undertaken to ensure that the proposals will tackle the Isle of


Wight’s road safety problems effectively. A substantial number of potential improvements to the


road safety service have been identified.


Road Safety in an Environmentally Sustainable 
Transport System


A safe, efficient and environmentally sustainable transport system plays an essential
role in a modern economy and enhances people’s quality of life. The way in which
people travel and the continued growth in road traffic needs to be considered when
planning all aspects of the transport system. Whilst cars have brought great
benefits, their increasing use causes congestion, which reduces their convenience,
undermines the local economy and adds to local air pollution. This can damage
health and contributes to greenhouse gases that cause global warming. Measures to
provide a safer, more accessible transport system and restrict the growth in traffic
are outlined in the Local Transport Plan. 


A.
A.1


A.2
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Reducing road casualties will help to make roads safer and achieve the Government’s overall target


to cut accidents from all causes as set out in “Saving Lives: Our Healthier Nation White Paper”.


Reducing speed and removing or reducing traffic in sensitive areas can make roads safer, reduce


road casualties and improve the local environment.


Reducing the fear of crashes by making roads safer can help to promote social inclusion. Urban


regeneration schemes can incorporate both road safety and personal safety measures. Improving


safety on routes to schools can help to promote walking and cycling. This leads to greater fitness


and health as well as reduced congestion.  


Planning and land use policies can help to promote road safety measures, which encourage


walking and cycling and improve the local environment. These can include measures to reduce


speeds (such as 20 mph Zones and traffic calming), and measures to improve safety for pedestrians


and cyclists (such as improved routes and crossing facilities). 


Road Safety Strategy – before 2000. 


The first casualty reduction targets were introduced in 1987. The principal target
was to achieve a reduction in road crash casualties of 33% by the start of the year
2000 based on the average casualty figures for 1981 to 1985. This was to be
achieved by improvements in road safety engineering (13%), vehicle safety
engineering (14%) and education, training, publicity and enforcement (6%). 


In the early 1990’s, local authorities were encouraged to produce Road Safety Plans to co-ordinate


efforts to improve road safety and reduce the number of people injured in road crashes. In 1993/4


the Isle of Wight Council produced its first Road Safety Plan. 


By the start of 2000 the following results had been achieved in Great Britain:


• fatal casualties reduced by 39%


• serious casualties reduced by 48%


• slight casualties increased by 15%


• overall casualties reduced by 0.5%    


The increase in slight injuries has nullified the overall casualty reduction, due mainly to a 63% rise


in car user’s injuries.


• Similarly on the Isle of Wight: 


• fatal casualties reduced by 39%


• serious casualties reduced by 49%


• slight casualties increased by 7%


• overall casualties reduced by 19%     


On the Isle of Wight overall casualties fell by 19%.  


Road Safety Strategy – 2000 to 2010


Against this background the government launched its road safety strategy
“Tomorrows Roads - Safer for everyone” in 2000.


This was a wide-ranging strategy covering:


• New targets for casualty reductions to be achieved by 2010 (compared to the
1994-8 averages):


• 40% reduction in killed and seriously injured


• 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured


• 10% reduction in slight casualty rate (injuries per 100 million vehicle kilometres)


A.3


A.4
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• Improving safety for children


• Improving safety for drivers 


• Improving the safety of the transport network


• Achieving safer vehicle speeds


• Improving vehicle safety


• Improving safety for motorcyclists


• Improving safety for pedestrians, cyclists and horseriders


• Improving enforcement


• Promoting safer road use


Isle of Wight Road Safety Strategy 


Progress against targets


The number of certain classes of casualties (particularly KSI) is comparatively
small and hence random fluctuations from year to year can make significant
differences to the appearance of the trends. In order to get a better indication of the
long term trends, a rolling 5 year average has been plotted for each casualty type.


There were 92 KSI casualties in 2004, which is 28% below the 1994-8 average. This compares with


22% below for Great Britain. The trend appears to be fluctuating around the target line. 


Figure 1 – KSI casualty trend


There were 8 child KSI casualties in 2004, 47% lower than the 1994-8 average. The numbers of child


KSI casualties are very small and a change of just 1 child KSI casualty makes a 7% change against


the 1994-8 baseline. Hence, random fluctuations can easily overshadow any progress made.


Nationally the number of child KSI casualties in 2004 is 40% lower than the 1994-98 average.


Figure 2 – Child KSI casualty trend
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There were 526 slight casualties in 2004. The national target uses a slight casualty rate to reflect


the changes in traffic volume and distance travelled in relation to the number of the casualties.


The slight casualty rate is already substantially below the target for 2010. Nationally the slight


casualty rate is 16% below the 1994-98 average.


Figure 3 – Slight casualty rate trend


Comparison with national casualty data   


On the Isle of Wight in 2004, there were 618 casualties in 458 road crashes. 3 people were killed, 


89 people were seriously injured and 526 people were slightly injured. The two tables below


compare the number and proportion of accidents involving different categories of road users and


KSI casualties and proportions with national data for 2004:


Figure 4 – Comparison of road users involved in collisions


Figure 5 – Comparison of road users injured in collisions
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The proportions of accidents which involve powered two wheeled vehicles and pedal cyclists are


approximately twice that national rate, while the proportion of accidents involving cars is


approximately a third higher than the equivalent national rate. However, the proportion of the


casualties who were occupants of a car is only marginally more than the national rate. The severity


of the injuries for these two categories is also higher than the national figures.


Comparison with Hampshire and Dorset


A comparison with national data does not take into account the Isle of Wight’s unique local


environment. Neighbouring counties such as Hampshire and Dorset have areas with similar types


of environment and tourism and may provide more appropriate comparisons. The large urban areas


of Southampton and Portsmouth have been excluded from the comparison data to make


comparison more appropriate.


The proportion of KSI casualties for the Isle of Wight is higher than for Hampshire but less than


for Dorset.  
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Figure 6 – Casualty severity comparison
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Figure 7 – Casualty comparisons by road user group







The proportion of casualties which involve vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, pedal cyclists


and riders of powered two- wheeled vehicles are higher than for the two neighbouring authorities of


Hampshire and Dorset. However, the proportion of accidents involving cars is lower than the


neighbouring authorities.


The island has a greater proportion of casualties under the age of 16 than either of its neighbours.


Main road safety issues 


The Local Transport Plan 2001-2006 and subsequent APRs identify the programmes of Local Safety


Schemes introduced. Good progress is being made with reductions in:


• All child casualties 


• All pedestrian casualties 


• All pedal cycle casualties 


The main casualty problems to be tackled are: 


• P2W KSI and slight casualties which are substantially above the 1994-8
average number and significantly worse than for the whole of England 


• Car User KSI and slight casualties which are significantly worse than for the
whole of England 


The Isle of Wight Council has adopted the principles of the Government’s road safety strategy and


challenging casualty reduction targets. This Plan sets out the measures that will be undertaken in


order to achieve the reductions in casualties.
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The government’s road safety strategy places great emphasis on reducing injuries
and the fear of accidents particularly for children. Action needs to be taken in a
wide variety of areas if efforts are to be focused towards the achievement of
particular targets. This requires the participation of many different groups and
organisations working together in partnership.  


Understanding the Causes of Crashes 


Concern about road safety issues such as speed, poor or dangerous driving and the
difficulty that pedestrians have in crossing a road etc. are examples of daily
problems facing large numbers of people. Fear of being injured in a crash can affect
the way people use the road network. People may avoid roads or junctions that they
consider to be dangerous. Similarly, concern over safety can cause other traffic
problems such as around schools. Parents may restrict the movement of their
children in an area or take them on a journey (such as to school) by car if they
perceive there to be road safety problems. This can add to peak hour congestion. 


It is convenient to assign cause or blame for a crash to a single factor. However, usually have a


number of contributory factors involved in them. Research has shown that treating one or more of


these factors can make a substantial reduction in number and severity of injuries.


There are three main categories of factors involved in crashes:


Human factors


Human factors include making errors of judgement, lack of experience and driving skills (often


younger drivers), aggressive driving and risky manoeuvres (such as overtaking where


inappropriate), thrill seeking, driving whilst under the influence of alcohol / drugs or whilst tired


and not using of seat belts and child safety restraints.


Road environment factors.


Common road environment factors include poor signing or road markings, road layout which users


find confusing, road design which does not discourage speeding, inadequate facilities for right


turning vehicles at junctions, inadequate road surface skidding resistance to help drivers stop in an


emergency. Other road environment factors include the lack of provision of adequate facilities for


pedestrians and cyclists. 


Vehicle factors 


Vehicle factors can include poor or faulty steering, suspension, brakes, tyres or lights.


B.1


B.







10 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - G: Road Safety Plan


R
o


a
d


 S
a


fe
ty


 P
la


n


The Cost of Road Crashes


In the UK, research into the cost of accidents has placed financial values on the cost
of road accidents. Typical costs (June 2003 prices) are:


• Fatal injury - £ 1,312,260


• Serious injury - £    147,460


• Slight injury - £      11,370


These values consist of the costs of lost output, hospital and emergency service costs, repair costs


etc. plus an element for a ‘willingness to pay’. The latter is based on the premise that in terms of


public investment people would be willing to invest money in measures that would reduce the risk


of them being killed or injured in a road crash.


These values can be used when assessing the economic benefits of alternative investments in


highway infrastructure. Engineering schemes that reduce crashes often produce very high


economic rates of return, often far higher than with other forms of highway improvement. This


provides strong justification for increasing funding for road safety engineering schemes. 


Ways of Improving Road Safety


The main measures available to improve road safety at a local level are outlined
below.  Subsequent sections will look at these in more detail for each road user
group.


Analysing Road Crash Data, Treating Hazardous Locations and
Monitoring Trends in Casualties 


Details of all injury accidents reported to the police are recorded on a database. This information is


analysed to identify locations such as cluster sites, routes and areas with a higher than average


accident occurrence. Once these sites have been identified they will be subject to a preliminary


investigation to determine which locations are likely to lead to cost effective remedial treatments.


They will then be ranked in priority order for detailed accident investigation and preliminary design


of remedial measures. The results of the casualty reduction measures will be monitored. Trends in


particular types of accidents and casualties will be monitored to make sure that appropriate action


is taken. 


Engineering a Safer Road Network


Engineering improvement measures such as traffic calming, junction improvements, anti-skid


(safety) surface, signs and road markings can make substantial reductions in both the number and


severity of injuries. These measures will be targeted at cluster sites locations, routes and areas


with a crash problem. Better facilities for vulnerable road users can be provided. All significant


changes to the highway network will be subject to Road Safety Audits to ensure that schemes are


designed to be as safe as practicable and measures to reduce possible injuries are incorporated.


Speed Management, Enforcement and Deterrence


Deterring people from poor driver behaviour, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs,


speeding, and other traffic offences can help to improve peoples feeling of safety when using the


road. It can also help to make a significant reduction in the number of people injured in road


accidents. Effective enforcement combined with good publicity can help to deter the type of


behaviour, which puts road users at greater risk. 


B.2


B.3
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The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership was launched in April 2002 and is


helping to reduce casualties throughout Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. In the first year of Safety


Cameras operating on the Isle of Wight, collisions in which people were killed and seriously injured


fell by 43% at fixed camera sites and 11% at mobile camera sites. Personal injury accidents fell by


8% at fixed camera sites and 39% at mobile camera sites.


The implementation of new speed limit policies including village 30mph limits will be investigated.


Similar initiatives in other local authorities have proved successful when supported by Education,


Publicity and Engineering measures. In Oxfordshire, the County Council have introduced a


comprehensive county-wide village 30mph speed limit initiative (at locations previously with a


60mph limit). This was introduced in stages on an area by area basis. It has achieved a 4-5mph


reduction in speeds and a 40% reduction in casualties at treated locations. Further information on


the setting of local speed limits is available in Appendix 2.   


Education 


Education starts in the home with children learning from parents and at pre-school with activities


designed to increase children’s understanding of road safety problems that they may face. It


continues through school and college with structured education packages. As children get older,


education helps to develop responsible attitudes to key road safety issues.


Publicity and Awareness Campaigns


Publicity and awareness campaigns aim to influence attitudes and behaviour. They can help people


to understand and accept road safety measures. Examples of these include the dangers of:


• not wearing seat belts or not using the correct child seats and restraints


• driving under the influence alcohol or drugs


• driving at excessive or inappropriate speed


Road Crossing Patrol Service


The Road Crossing Patrol Service, through its officers, provides a vital safe crossing point on a


child’s journey to and from schools across the Isle of Wight. They perform an important and well


respected role in the community and their presence at key locations enhances the Council’s ‘Safer


Routes to Schools’ strategy.


Training and Testing


Training for pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers can help to improve their skills and behaviour. This


can help to reduce the number of road accident casualties and improve people’s perception of


safety. Driver training including hazard perception and advanced driving skills can help younger or


inexperienced drivers cope better with potentially hazardous situations and can help to reduce their


involvement in accidents. 


Safer Vehicles


Improvements to vehicle standards are made at a national level. However, information on the safety


performance of different vehicles (such as the EuroNCAP results) can be made more widely


available through other publicity campaigns and the road safety website. 


Partnerships and Communication


Much more will be achieved if road safety issues are dealt with in partnership with the many bodies


and groups that have an interest and influence on these matters. Encouraging bodies to contribute


ideas, expertise and resources in a co-ordinated and focused way will help to maximise the safety


benefits for all road users. It is important to communicate road safety information widely and look


for feedback from road users and partners on road safety issues. 
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Improving Child Safety


The Problems


The number of child casualties (particularly KSI) is comparatively small and hence
random fluctuations from year to year can make significant differences to the
appearance of the trends. In order to get a better indication of the long term trends,
a rolling 5 year average has been plotted for each casualty type.


Trends


There were 8 child KSI casualties in 2004, which is 47% below the 1994-8 average number.  This


compares with 40% below for Great Britain. 


There were 51 child slight casualties in 2004, which is 41% below the 1994-8 average number. This


is approximated as the same as the reduction for Great Britain. The recent trend for child slight


casualties is downward.


The measures set out in the Road Safety Plan will seek further significant improvements. 
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Figure 9 – Child KSI casualties
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KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving child safety by:


1. Structured road safety education programmes


2. Promotion of road safety and providing support to children, parents, carers,
teachers and school governors 


3. Providing and developing appropriate road safety resources for parents,
carers and teachers 


4. Providing and supporting cycle and pedestrian training activities 


5. Running appropriate publicity and awareness campaigns 


6. Expanding the safer routes to schools programme to offer all schools the
service


7. Undertaking programmes of speed reduction measures in residential areas
(See Improving the Safety of the Road Network)


8. Provide a topic page on child road safety within the new road safety section of
the Isle of Wight website  


Mode of Travel


The number of child casualties by mode of travel for 2004 was:


• Motor vehicle – 32%


• Pedal Cycles – 24%


• Pedestrian – 44%


Child car occupant casualties (33% of child KSI and 40% of child slight). Approximately 53% of


these occur on A and B roads and the remaining 47% occurred on unclassified roads. 


Child pedestrian casualties (45% of child KSI and 39% of child slight). The majority of these occur


on minor roads with a 30mph speed limit. Undertaking area-wide studies is likely to yield the most


effective reductions in this type of casualty.


Child pedal cycle casualties (16% of child KSI and 24% of child slight). The majority of these occur


on minor roads with a 30mph speed limit. Undertaking area-wide studies is likely to yield the most


effective reductions in this type of casualty.


Road Safety Education


Pre-school (0-4 years) – at home and at nursery, pre-school or playgroup


• Provide information on in car safety features, including practical in-car child
safety seat checks


• Provide education guidelines for parents and carers


• Provide pre-school education activities and worksheets


• Provide access to pre-school resource packs


• Encourage parents to drive responsibly, especially around schools.


C.2
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Schools (5-18 years)


• Provide advice to parents on protecting younger children from danger through
children’s traffic clubs and programmes of structured education


• Teach road user skills and encourage  attendance of appropriate training courses
such as cycling proficiency


• Provide practical on road pedestrian training for 5 to 8 years old children


• Encourage and support schools to plan and promote structured road safety
education at key Stages 1, 2 and 3


• Encourage training of teachers in road safety education and provide them with
the necessary resources


• Encourage schools to prepare school travel plans and to participate actively in
safer routes to schools initiatives


• Encourage school governors and head teachers to consider road safety education
as an integral part of the school curriculum


• Encourage school governors and head teachers to actively promote road safety to
parents and identify ways of improving road safety around and on routes to schools 


• Provide information on safer cycling and journeys to school for 11 year old pupils.


• Develop road safety material for PHSE curriculum opportunities


• Use of youth theatre, road risk management and peer pressure to influence
attitudes of older students on issues such as driving under the influence of
alcohol/drugs and speeding


• Provide structured road safety education programmes promoting the use of the
Department for Transport’s lesson plans for secondary schools


• Pre-driver training education and training for 16-18 years old pupils 


Child Pedestrian and Cycling Training


• Encourage the wearing of cycle helmets 


• Continue the structured cycle training carried out at all of the islands 69 schools.
It is council policy to make the wearing of cycle helmets compulsory for cycle
training with on road cycle training starting at 11 years old  


• Provide child pedestrian training packages 


Child Publicity and Awareness Campaigns


The year round national campaigns such as THINK! will be supported by a number
of initiatives such as:


• Encouraging children to be seen and safe by providing and encouraging the wearing
of reflective material. Encouraging adults to look out for children when driving. 


• Promotion of cycle helmet wearing at schools and pre-schools as well as local events


• Raising awareness amongst parents through schools of the problems associated
with parking around schools entrances


• Provide information on the values and limitations of protective gear, and the
importance of correctly fitting a cycle helmet


• Encouraging the use of appropriate child car seats and restraints


• A mobile Education, Training and Promotion unit will be commissioned which will
attend schools as well as local events
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Safer Routes to School (see Appendix 1)


The safer routes to school programme will be expanded to offer this option to all
schools. These projects will be based on partnerships with the schools and local
community and will be complemented by programmes of engineering measures to
reduce the danger from vehicles and improve walking and cycling facilities. Schools
will be expected to adopt a school travel plan in order to take part in safer routes to
school projects.


Road Crossing Patrols 


Engineering services currently manages 46 Road Crossing Patrol sites who all
receive full training and uniform in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984 and The School Crossing Patrol Sign (England and Wales) regulations 2002.
Any potential sites will be assessed by the Road Crossing Patrol Service using
criteria set out in ‘School Crossing Patrol Service: guidelines’ produced by the Local
Authority Road Safety Officers’ Association and the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Accidents. 


Isle of Wight Road Safety Website


The addition of a child road safety topic page within the Isle of Wight Road Safety
website could aid the promotion of road safety among children. As well as providing
general information for children, the topic page could also be used to provide
information and resources for parents and teachers. Links to other useful sites
could be provided within the page.


Engineering


Area wide accident studies and traffic calming schemes, including 20mph zones,
will be targeted at appropriate minor road areas (predominantly residential areas)
with casualty problems. Such measures should help to reduce Child KSI casualties
by around 50% in areas to be treated. On major routes, casualty problems will be
targeted by a programme of cluster site and route study treatments. 


C.4
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Improving Pedestrian and Cyclist


Safety


The Problems 


The number of pedestrian and cycle casualties (particularly KSI) is comparatively
small and hence random fluctuations from year to year can make significant
differences to the appearance of the trends. In order to get a better indication of the
long term trends, a rolling 5 year average has been plotted for each casualty type.


Pedestrian Casualties


There were 17 pedestrian KSI casualties in 2004, which is 35% below the 1994-8 average number.


This compares with 32% below for Great Britain. The trend since 2000 is downward.


Figure 11 – Pedestrian KSI casualties


There were 50 pedestrian slight casualties in 2004, which is 44% below the 1994-8 average. This


compares with 18% below for Great Britain. The trend since 2001 is downward.


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving safety for pedestrian and cyclists by:


1. Expanding the safer routes to schools programme and providing structured
road safety education programmes and training packages for children (See
Improving Child Safety)


2. Running appropriate publicity and awareness campaigns for high risk
pedestrian and cyclist groups


3. Providing safer walking and cycling facilities and routes


4. Reducing the dangers to walking and cycling caused by traffic volume and
speed


5. Ensuring that the needs of pedestrians and cyclists (including mobility
impaired) are given a high priority in all modifications to the road network
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Pedal Cycle Casualties


There were 10 pedal cycle KSI casualties in 2004, which is 41% below the 1994-8 average. This is


better than the 35% below 1994-98 average for Great Britain. However, the trend is particularly


affected by small numbers and fluctuation but appears to be flattening out.


Figure 12 – Pedal cycle KSI casualties 


There were 25 pedal cyclists slightly injured in 2004, which is 36% below the 1994-8 average. This is


better than 29% below the average for Great Britain. This continues the downward trend.


Figure 13 – Pedal cycle slight casualties


Publicity and Awareness Campaigns


In addition to the campaigns for children outlined in the “Improving Child Safety”
section a number of initiatives such as:


• Promoting the benefits of wearing cycle helmets to all cyclists


• Encouraging cyclists and pedestrians (where appropriate) to be seen andsafe by
wearing clothing that is highly visible  


• Providing advice for adult pedestrians on dangers of crossing roads


• Targeting high risk groups such as children, older road users and mobility
impaired people 
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D.4


• Driver awareness campaigns specifying the rights and needs of cyclists, such as
giving cyclists space and looking before opening car doors


• Offer cycle training widely to everyone


• Promote compliance with the statutory requirement to use bike lights


Providing Safer Walking and Cycling Routes 


A review of walking and cycling facilities and routes will be undertaken as part of
the Council’s Walking Strategy and Cycling Strategy. These strategies aim to
encourage more people to walk and cycle by providing safer and more convenient
facilities.


Reducing the Danger to Walking and Cycling


As well as providing safer walking and cycling routes, reducing the perceived
dangers to walking and cycling will help to improve safety for these road users and
encourage more walking and cycling.


The volume of traffic and its speed are two of the major barriers to safe walking and cycling.


Measures to reduce the volume of traffic by reallocating road space and demand management


techniques will be employed to achieve this on particular routes. Similarly measures to reduce


speed (Speed Management Strategy – Appendix 2) will be employed to reduce this problem.
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Improving Powered Two Wheel


Vehicle Safety


The Problems 


The number of P2W casualties (particularly KSI) is comparatively small and hence
random fluctuations from year to year can make significant differences to the
appearance of the trends. In order to get a better indication of the long term trends,
a rolling 5 year average has been plotted for each casualty type.


Trends


The number of riders and passengers injured rose to 105 in 2004 and the trend is upward. In 2004,


P2W riders accounted for 26% of all KSI casualties and 14% of slight casualties despite being less


than 2% of the traffic flow. 


There were 22 P2W KSI casualties in 2004, which is 8% below the 1994-8 average number. This


compares with 16% above for Great Britain. The numbers fluctuate from year to year. 


Figure 14 – P2W KSI casualties


There were 83 P2W slight casualties in 2004, which is 45% above the 1994-8 average number. This


compares with 18% above for Great Britain.


Figure 15 – P2W slight casualties


E.


E.1


30


20


10


40


50


60


1
9


9
0


1
9


9
1


1
9


9
2


1
9


9
3


1
9


9
4


1
9


9
5


1
9


9
6


1
9


9
7


1
9


9
8


1
9


9
9


2
0


0
0


2
0


0
1


2
0


0
2


2
0


0
3


2
0


0
4


2
0


0
5


2
0


0
6


2
0


0
7


2
0


0
8


2
0


0
9


2
0


1
0


Total Number of Slightly Injured Powered Two-wheeled  
Vehicle (P2W) Casualties with Rolling 5 Year Average


Year


N
um


be
r 


of
 P


2W
 C


as
ua


lt
ie


s


Actual number
of accidents 
each  year


Rolling 5 yrs
Average


Average for
yrs 1994-98


70


20


15


10


25


30


35


1
9


9
0


1
9


9
1


1
9


9
2


1
9


9
3


1
9


9
4


1
9


9
5


1
9


9
6


1
9


9
7


1
9


9
8


1
9


9
9


2
0


0
0


2
0


0
1


2
0


0
2


2
0


0
3


2
0


0
4


2
0


0
5


2
0


0
6


2
0


0
7


2
0


0
8


2
0


0
9


2
0


1
0


Total Number of Killed and Seriously Injured Powered Two-wheeled  
Vehicle (P2W) Casualties with Rolling 5 Year Average


Year


N
um


be
r 


of
 P


2W
 C


as
ua


lt
ie


s


Actual number
of accidents 
each  year


Rolling 5 yrs
Average


Average for
yrs 1994-98


Target Line


40% Target
Reduction


40







20 Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - G: Road Safety Plan


R
o


a
d


 S
a


fe
ty


 P
la


n


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving safety for powered two-


wheeled vehicle users by:


1. Promoting advanced riding courses via locally based organisations


2. Encouraging riders to seek refresher and familiarisation training via direct
access organisations


3. Carrying out publicity and awareness campaigns  


4. Working with representatives of motorcycle user groups to look at issues of
concern 


5. Improving road conditions that could be a hazard


6. Undertaking a detailed investigation/audit of crashes involving powered two-
wheeled vehicles


Powered two-wheeled vehicles can be a more environmentally friendly form of travel than cars.


However they can also be more dangerous with motorcyclists representing a large proportion of


casualties in relation to their numbers and use. Younger riders tend to be injured on smaller and


less powerful machines and older (25+) riders tend to be injured whilst riding larger more powerful


machines. A more recent trend is for people who used to ride powered two wheelers to return to


riding, often buying new more powerful machines.


Although the majority of powered two-wheeled vehicle injuries occur on the main road network a


substantial proportion (around 25%) occur on built up minor roads.


Motorcycle Accident Audit


The number of younger riders and riders of smaller motorcycle has increased
significantly in recent years. A detailed study of accidents involving powered two-
wheeled vehicles on the Isle of Wight will be undertaken. The aim of the study will
be to identify particular risk factors and locations for motorcyclists and to
formulate detailed work programmes for future years.


Improving Training and Testing


All new riders are required to undertake Compulsory Basic Training before they can
ride a motorcycle. The Compulsory Basic Training 


(CBT) package will be improved in line with national guidelines for the development of the training


course. Other proposed national changes mean that newly qualified drivers will no longer be able to


ride a moped without passing a form of Compulsory Basic Training. Similarly, drivers holding a full


car license will also need to pass a theory test reflecting the different problems for motorcycles. 


On Two Wheels is a pre-rider course run by Hampshire and Isle of Wight Youth Clubs which is


designed to prepare young people for riding and owning a moped or motorcycle. The Isle of Wight


Council will support and publicise this initiative.


Accident data shows that greater numbers of older riders are being injured, often after returning to


riding and buying a bigger more powerful machine. Training and refresher courses are available via


registered CBT organisations and local advanced rider groups and will be publicised widely.


Edge 44 is a rider assessment scheme that Hampshire run under the Bikesafe initiative in


partnership with the Road Safety Unit of Hampshire County Council and the Police supported by the


Motorcycle Industry Association. The Isle of Wight Council will promote both Edge 44 and other


Bikesafe initiatives to experienced riders.


E.2


E.3
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E.4


Improving Driver and Passenger


Safety


The Problems  for Drivers and Passengers


Trends


There were 40 car occupant KSI casualties in 2004, which is 12% below the 1994-8
average number. This compares with 28% below for Great Britain.  


Figure 16 – Car Occupant KSI Casualties


F.


F.1


Publicity and Aawareness Campaigns


Campaigns highlighting the dangers for powered two-wheeled vehicles and the
benefits of training to all new and returning riders will be undertaken. Drivers of
other vehicles will also be made more aware of the vulnerability of riders. 


Working with Motorcycle User Groups to 
Improve Safety


Motorcycle user groups will be involved in partnership efforts to improve road
safety and will be encouraged to identify safety problems to be addressed. 


Improving Road Conditions


The location of manholes, drains and other potential slip hazards in the road surface
can cause problems for riders. Similarly, surface defects (including diesel spillage),
potholes and poor reinstatements can dislodge riders or cause a loss of control. 


Improving maintenance procedures and response times and ensuring that slip hazards are


minimised or treated with non slip surfaces in the design of new schemes will help to improve


safety and reduce accidents.  
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There were 341 car occupant slight casualties in 2004, which is 10% below the 1994-8 average. 


This compares with 5% below for Great Britain. The trend since 2000 is downwards. 


Figure 17 – Car occupant Slight casualties


In car safety


Free checks by the Isle of Wight Council and motoring chainstore Halfords found that more than


80% of child seats in cars were either of the wrong type or incorrectly fitted. The campaign led to


the correct fitting of nearly 80 child seats and advice to purchase a more suitable seat for the


remaining 57 cars. This service is now available to nurseries and the Childcare Action Trust.


Similarly, a campaign at schools on the Isle of Wight relating to children wearing seatbelts led to a


significant increase in the numbers of children wearing seatbelts.


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving driver and passenger safety by:


1. Making driver training, improvement and rectification courses widely available


2. Undertaking publicity and awareness campaigns aimed at key issues and
targetting high-risk groups


3. Promoting the use of appropriate in car safety equipment for child seats and
restraints 
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Driver Training and Improvement


Pre-driver training


Pre-driver training programmes will be provided for young drivers to increase their awareness of


the risks that they face and encourage good attitudes. Courses in driver awareness will be offered


to 16–18 year olds. In its road safety strategy, the government has recognised that improving


driver’s hazard perception will play an important part in reducing casualties. Hazard perception


testing is now incorporated into the driving test. This is expected to make a significant reduction in


the crash rates for younger drivers.


Driver Improvement and Rectification


Driver re-training, improvement and rectification schemes can be given as alternatives to fines and


penalty points for minor offences where this would be more beneficial. Initially these will be


targetted at drivers who are involved in crashes or commit minor driving offences where it is clear


that one or more of the following was a significant factor:


• lack of experience


• poor awareness of hazards


• poor attitude to driving or other road users


In conjunction with the Councils Licensing Officer, a driver rectification scheme is now being


considered for taxi drivers with excessive penalty points on their license.


Older (60+) Drivers 


Injuries to older drivers represent around 7% of all injuries on the Isle of Wight compared to 4% in


the whole of Great Britain. Older drivers are increasing in numbers and can be more vulnerable if


involved in a road crash. Older people often take longer to recover or may sustain more serious


injuries than other age groups. Despite their considerable driving experience, it may be difficult for


older people to come to terms with a decline in eyesight, hearing, mobility or reaction time. 


A programme of seminars and practical driving assessments for older drivers will be provided.


Eyesight checks will also be offered. These will be promoted through local community groups.


Minibus driving


A training scheme for minibus drivers is provided. All school and local authority minibus drivers are


required to undertake this before driving a minibus. Private companies are also be encouraged to


undertake this training. 


Publicity and Awareness Campaigns


Publicity and awareness campaigns can help people to understand road safety
problems and influence attitudes and behaviour. In the longer term they help to
determine the social acceptability of behaviour and have a major influence on road
safety. Campaigns to highlight the dangers of the following issues will be undertaken:


• not wearing seat belts or not using the correct child seats and restraints


• driving under the influence alcohol or drugs


• driving at excessive or inappropriate speed


Other local issues will be identified and be included in the campaign programme. 


Experience has shown that these campaigns are most effective when linked to enforcement


activities.


F.2


F.3
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Vehicle Safety 


When a crash occurs, the safety characteristics of the vehicles involved can have a
significant effect on the severity of injuries that the people involved in the crash will
receive. All vehicles have to meet minimum safety standards but some provide
much better protection for vehicle occupants and pedestrians that are hit.
Protection for other road users can be gained, for example, by making car fronts
safer for pedestrians that may be struck. Vehicle designers are constantly seeking
to improve the performance of their vehicles. Safety is an important aspect of that
improvement and the perception of safety of a car can help to make it a more
popular choice. 


Many electronic and mechanical devices are now available to help drivers overcome common


problems. Some examples are:


• anti-lock brakes or electronic braking systems


• front air bags and side air bags/curtains


• high mounted brake lights


EuroNCAP (European New Car Assessment Programme) provides a realistic and independent


assessment of the safety performance of some of the most popular cars in Europe. This


programme is backed by five European Governments together with motoring and consumer


organisations from every EU country. 


Cars are given a star rating for their ability to protect occupants, with 5 stars currently being the


highest level of protection.


Findings of recent research in Sweden which involved road crashes with cars of different star


ratings suggest that there is a 30% reduction in the likelihood of death and serious injury for cars


with a 4 star rating compared with those with a 2 star rating or older cars. 


More details of the tests and the results are available on the EuroNCAP website www.euroncap.com


It is important that this type of information is made widely available to people when considering


buying new cars. Better and more widely available information on the safety performance of


different cars will influence buyer’s decisions and the way in which manufacturers develop their new


models. 


F.4
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G.1


G.2


Improving the Deterrence and


Enforcement of Traffic Offences


Traffic Law Enforcement


Traffic law provides a framework for using roads safely. It has an essential part to
play in improving driver behaviour and reducing the number of people injured in
road crashes. The police therefore have a central role in improving road safety. It is
important that people perceive that there is a substantial chance of being
prosecuted if they speed, drive dangerously or drive without due care and
consideration for other road users. The perceived level of enforcement and
penalties provides a significant deterrent to the preventable poor behaviour often
involved in crashes. 


Technological developments such as automatic cameras to detect speed and red light


infringements, roadside breath testers and roadside drug screening devices can make enforcement


more efficient and effective. The targeting of enforcement activity to the offences and locations,


which contribute most to crashes, can improve effectiveness significantly. 


Attention will also be directed to local problems identified but particular attention will be given to


common problems such as:


• not wearing seat belts or not using the correct child seats and restraints


• driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs


• driving at excessive or inappropriate speed 


Strategic Casualty Reduction Partnership


Engineering Services is part of a strategic casualty reduction partnership with
Hampshire Police and the other emergency services and other local authorities in
the region to take a strategic role in road casualty reduction. The group is currently
looking at motor cycle casualties.


Proposed changes to the financing and operation of Safety Camera Partnerships are to be


introduced from April 2007. This initiative provides additional resources for road safety initiatives


and Government is encouraging a partnership approach to their deployment.


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving road safety for all road users by:


1. Assisting Hampshire Constabulary in providing better and more effective data
led traffic law enforcement


2. Promoting a better understanding of the road safety consequences of poor or
inappropriate road user behaviour 


3. Offering education and retraining as an alternative to fines and penalty points
in appropriate cases where this would be beneficial


4. Developing partnership wrking opportunities through the Strategic Casualty
Reduction Partnership


G.
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety 
Camera Partnership


The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership was launched in April
2002 and is helping to reduce casualties throughout Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight. In the first year of Safety Cameras operating on the Isle of Wight, collisions
in which people were killed and seriously injured fell by 43% at fixed camera sites
and 11% at mobile camera sites. Personal injury accidents fell by 8% at fixed
camera sites and 39% at mobile camera sites.


Promoting a Better Understanding of Consequences 
of Poor or Inappropriate Road User Behaviour


To be most effective, enforcement activity should be linked to education, publicity
and awareness campaigns. Liaison meetings with the police and others partners
will aim to co-ordinate efforts to tackle identified road user problems holistically
rather than each organisation operating in isolation. 


Offering Education and Retraining Package 
to Offenders


Driver Improvement schemes can offer a more constructive alternative to
prosecution for some drivers who commit relatively minor offences or cause minor
crashes. If it is clear that education or further training would help the driver to
avoid a recurrence of the incident, then a place on an improvement scheme can be
offered (at the discretion of the police) as an alternative to prosecution. It should be
emphasised that this is not an easy option. The driver will have to pay for the
course and should the driver fail to participate properly in it, then the prosecution
could still be pursued. Isle of Wight Council will work with Hampshire Constabulary
and other partners to develop and provide a driver improvement scheme.


G.4
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Network


The Problems


Trends


There were 92 KSI casualties in 2004, which is 28% below the 1994-8 average. This
compares with 22% below for Great Britain. The trend appears to be fluctuating
around the 1994-8 average. 


Figure 18 – KSI casualty trend


There were 526 slight casualties in 2004. The national target uses a slight casualty rate to reflect


the changes in traffic volume and distance travelled in relation to the number of the casualties.


Approximately 70% of all the collisions that have been recorded on the island between 2001 and


2004 occurred on roads where the speed limit is 40mph or less. It is these types of roads that are


usually found within built up areas of the island.


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving the safety of the road network by:


1. Investigating road accidents and treating problem locations, routes and areas
with engineering measures to reduce the number and severity of injuries


2. Monitoring trends in road casualties and ensuring that appropriate action is taken


3. Improving safety at school and college entrances and on routes to schools and
colleges 


4. Improving safety in residential areas by reducing speeds through traffic
calming measures including 20 mph Zones


5. Improving facilities for pedestrians and cyclists


6. Speed management measures will be provided at entrances to towns, villages
and locations with specific speed related injury accident problems


7. Implementing a system of Road Safety Audits for all significant changes to the
highway network to ensure that they operate as safely as practicable 


8. Reviewing road improvement and maintenance policies to ensure that road
safety is given a high priority 
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Location of collisions


Figure 19– Percentage of collisions by type of road in built-up areas


Over 40% of the collisions in built-up areas occur on A roads, and similarly over 40% occur on


unclassified roads. The A roads are the busier roads which link the individual settlements on the


island, while the unclassified roads are usually local roads within or linking housing areas.


Figure 20 – Percentage of collisions by type of road in non built-up areas


Of the accidents which occur in non built-up areas over 40% of them occur on unclassified roads


while over 35% occur on the busier A roads and nearly 20% occur on B roads.
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Investigating Road Crashes 


Engineering measures can improve road safety by the identification and treatment
of hazardous locations where high (or higher than expected) numbers of accidents
occur. It is important that all locations that could be susceptible to treatment are
identified. This will ensure that treatable problems are not missed. The accident
patterns at these locations can then be analysed and (where possible) engineering
measures can be implemented. The primary objective of this approach is to make a
significant reduction in the number of people injured in road accidents.


Locations for accident investigation studies will be identified in 4 main categories:


Cluster sites


These are specific locations, such as a junction, where a cluster of accidents occur.


All locations with 4 or more injury accidents in 3 years will be identified annually. These locations


will be subject to a preliminary accident investigation. The locations that reveal a potential for


treatment will then be subject to a detailed accident investigation to determine the most


appropriate treatments. The sites will be monitored.


Route lengths


These are routes (or sections of routes) that have a higher than average number of accidents on


them. The main traffic routes are likely to account for a high proportion of road accidents. Some


roads of a lower category will also have accident problems.


All A and B roads will be subject to a detailed accident investigation every 5 years in a rolling


programme. Roads (or sections of roads) of a lower category having a higher than average number


of accidents (for that road class) will also be reviewed annually. Those that have a treatable accident


pattern will be considered for Local Safety Scheme funding. An annual programme of route


investigations will be carried out. 


Area-wide problems


These are whole areas where there are accident problems that are spread over the area rather than


clustering at a small number of specific locations. These tend to be mixed-use retail or residential


areas where there are conflicts between vehicles and vulnerable road users. Problems can be


exacerbated by through traffic using roads not designed for that purpose or substantial numbers of


pedestrian movements in conflict with vehicles. 


All areas with more than 50 injury accidents (in the most recent 3-year period) in a square kilometre


will be subject to a preliminary accident investigation. The locations that reveal a potential for


treatment will then be subject to a detailed accident investigation to determine the most


appropriate treatments.


Mass action sites


These are sites that exhibit common accident problems where a tried and tested engineering


measure will make a significant reduction in the accidents Examples of these include skidding


accidents at junctions or bends and red light infringements at traffic signals. The provision of anti-


skid surface and red light cameras respectively would reduce the problems. 


An annual review of the accident database will be undertaken to identify sites exhibiting common


accident problems (with a potential treatment). The locations that reveal a potential for treatment will


then be subject to a detailed accident investigation to determine the most appropriate treatments.


Identifying and investigating accidents using these four approaches will reveal most of the treatable


accident locations. There may be some overlap between the approaches but few (if any) treatable


sites will be missed.


H.2
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H.4


H.5


H.3 Monitoring trends in Road Accident Casualties and Review
of Action


An annual review of road accident casualty facts will be undertaken and published.
The trends identified will be used for monitoring progress against targets. A review
of any further actions needed to achieve the target reductions will be identified.


This information will also be used to help target other road safety activities such as education,


publicity and enforcement campaigns.


Accident information can be related to other information on traffic volumes, speeds and demographic


information relating to population distribution through Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 


Improving safety around school and college entrances and
on routes to schools


The areas outside schools and colleges and the routes to and from them are often a
concern to children, parents and teachers. There is often intense activity in the
period of time when staff and pupils are entering or leaving the school. Outside
these times there may be little activity unless the road is on a main traffic route. 


Improving safety (or the perception of safety) around schools and colleges and on routes to and


from them can lead to more children cycling and walking to school. This in turn leads to less traffic


problems outside the school.


The safer routes to school programme will be extended to offer all schools the opportunity to


benefit from a safer routes to school scheme. A more detailed description of this work is contained


in Appendix 1.


Improving Safety in Residential Areas


The areas where people live should be as safe as possible. These are areas where
children will play and learn their first road skills. Around 25% of all road accidents each
year (involving 40% of all child injuries) take place on minor built-up roads. Research
has shown that reducing traffic speeds and volumes on these types of road can reduce
the number of people injured by more than 60%, with few if any fatal or serious injuries.


Traffic restrictions such as road closures, access restrictions and bus-only gates can be considered


in residential areas to prevent through traffic using inappropriate roads. Where these are not


suitable, traffic calming measures, 20mph Zones and Home Zones can be implemented in order to


reduce traffic speeds and discourage any through traffic. This approach can lead to significant


improvements in both road safety and the local environment.


An annual programme of 20mph Zones and traffic calming measures will be undertaken in


residential areas. Priority will be given to locations with injury accident problems. 


Developers of all new residential roads and estates will be required to provide measures to constrain


vehicle speeds to around 20 mph and ensure that pedestrians and cyclists have good access.


Improving Safety in Villages


Fear of traffic can affect people’s quality of life in villages and it is self-evident that
villages should have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban areas.


An annual programme of 30mph speed limits to be implemented in villages will be undertaken.


This programme will be prioritised according to the Councils priority ranking system.


H.6
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H.9


H.7


H.8


Village speed limits will also be assessed as part of relevant local safety schemes and route


studies. Further information on the assessment of speed limits is available in Appendix 2 (Speed


Management Strategy)


Improving Safety on Rural Roads


Safety on rural roads will be addressed as part of the rolling route studies
programme. As part of this programme, a review of rural speed limits will be
undertaken in accordance with the Government guidance (update of Circular 1/93)
“Setting local speed limits” 


Where appropriate, the implementation of Quiet Lanes will be investigated as part of the route


studies programme.


Further information on assessing rural speed limits and Quiet Lanes can be found in Appendix 2


(Speed Management Strategy).


Improving Facilities for Pedestrians and Cyclists


Poor or inconsistent facilities for walking and cycling can be a significant barrier to
encouraging safer walking and cycling and can contribute to both concerns about
possible accidents and injuries to these vulnerable road users.


An annual programme of pedestrian and cycle route and crossing facilities will be undertaken. This


will be carried out in conjunction with reviews of walking and cycling routes.


Implementing Road Safety Audits


Accident investigation and treatment programmes seek to improve the safety of
existing roads. When new roads (residential, commercial or main traffic routes) are
built or existing roads are improved or modified to accommodate development then
it is important to ensure that these roads operate as safely as practicable. Road
Safety Audit is a formal process for checking the safety of such changes to the road
network to achieve this. It aims to minimise the number of accidents that occur on
new and improved roads and take advantage of opportunities to include accident
reducing measures. Experienced road safety engineers undertake documented
safety checks at the stages of the design and construction of such schemes.


All significant changes to the highway will be subject to the road safety audit procedure detailed in


Appendix 3. This will generally involve road schemes being subject to a safety audit at three stages


of their development:


1. Completion of preliminary design


2. Completion of detailed design


3. Completion of construction


4. Monitoring


For smaller schemes it may be possible to combine the first two stages. 
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Speed Management Measures


In addition to actively contributing to the Safety Camera Partnership with
Hampshire Constabulary (Appendix 2) the Isle of Wight council will provide an
annual programme of speed management measures. These will include:


• Town and village gateways and traffic calming schemes


• Safety cameras to discourage speeding and red light offences


• Interactive fibre optic “SLOW” signs which are blank until activated by a vehicle
travelling at or above a particular threshold speed 


• Mobile ‘Speed Indicator Display Signs’ (SIDS)


Reviewing Road Improvement and Maintenance Policies to
Ensure that Road Safety is Given a High Priority


Maintenance issues can often have an impact on road safety. Issues such as road
surfacing and drainage defects can lead to increased risk of skidding accidents. The
effectiveness of signing can be reduced by inadequate cleaning or landscape
maintenance regimes.


A comprehensive review of the road improvement and maintenance policies of the Council will be


undertaken. The aim of this is to identify opportunities to give road safety considerations a higher


priority. Some areas that may yield benefits are:


• The skidding resistance provided by the different road surface repair techniques
used (potential problems with early life skidding on some of the new thin
surfacing materials such as Stone Mastic Asphalt will be considered as part of
this). A programme of providing safety surfacing will be undertaken


• Inspection frequencies and response times for surface defects likely to cause
problems for vulnerable road users


• Inspection frequencies and response times for signs/marking defects


• Standards of inspection of temporary traffic management arrangements at all
roadworks


• Programmes of preventative maintenance work such as safety surfacing


H.10
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Partnership and Communication 


Establishing a Road Safety Forum


The involvement of a wide variety of bodies and groups with an interest in road
safety can improve the effectiveness of spreading the road safety message. Wide
spread interest is vital if improvements in the behaviour of drivers, riders and
pedestrians, enhancement in vehicle safety, better roads and road engineering and
better enforcement are to be achieved. Improving road safety should be a joint
venture through partnerships and this requires the positive co-operation of road
users and a large number of both public and private sector organisations. 


A road safety forum was set up following the publication of the last Road Safety Plan. The


involvement of a wide variety of bodies and groups with an interest in road safety can improve the


effectiveness of spreading the road safety message. Whilst the forum has generated widespread


interest and a number of partners have become involved, a shift in focus is required to improve its


effectiveness as an accident reduction tool. An alteration in focus to concentrate on data-led road


safety issues will be considered and evaluated. 


Improving Accessibility to Road Safety information


It is important to make road safety information more accessible for all interested
parties in order to encourage interest and foster an informed approach to road
safety issues. A road safety website will be established to assist with
communication. Links to other sources of information and partner groups/bodies
will be established. The website will have a facility to request more specific
information and comment on road safety matters. 


KEY ACTIONS


The Isle of Wight Council is committed to improving road safety through a partnership


approach and to improving communication by:


1. Re-focusing the Road Safety Forum to take a more strategic and data led
approach to road safety.


2. Improving accessibility to road safety information and making it easier for
people to comment on road safety issues and problems


I.


I.1


I.2
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Potential Partners


An indication of potential partner organisations and groups representing road
users’ interests is shown below:


• Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership


• Hampshire Constabulary


• Ambulance Service


• Fire Service


• Health Authority


• Education Authority


In addition the following groups will be consulted on safety policy and schemes where appropriate:


• Town and Parish Councils


• Community Forums


• Schools and Colleges


• Walking groups


• Mobility Impairment groups 


• Cycling groups


• Driver Instruction and Training groups


• Public Transport Operators


• Other Transport Operators


• British Horse Society


• Taxi Drivers Association 


• Specialist interest road user groups


A strategic approach to tackling road safety problems is being undertaken with neighbouring local


highway authorities throughout the southern region. The Isle of Wight plays an active part in this


attending meetings and implementing joint initiatives to tackle problems in a widespread


comprehensive manner


I.3
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Appendix 1: 


Safer Routes to School Programme


Introduction


Over the last 10 years the number of parents driving their children to school has
increased substantially with consequent increases in traffic congestion around
schools at start and finish times.


Safer Routes to School projects are intended to improve road safety and reduce child casualties on


the journeys to and from school. By encouraging more walking and cycling to school the schemes


are also intended to improve children’s health and to reduce local traffic congestion and pollution.


Successful Safer Routes to School projects require initiatives within the schools themselves as well


as road safety engineering and education measures. The projects should involve the school, local


residents, the health authority and the police in addition to the local authority’s transportation


department. The active involvement of the school children and teachers is essential. It is a condition


that schools adopt a School Travel Plan in order to have a Safer Routes to School project.   


Safer Routes to School Projects can be identified in three ways: 


• By using road crash data to identify those schools where children travelling to
or from school have been involved in road crashes


• By inviting schools to take part in a project provided that the school is
preparing to produce a School Travel Plan to enhance the project


• By identifying schools with particular local congestion problems


Experience elsewhere in the country suggests that crashes near schools are relatively infrequent and


hence crash data alone will generally only identify a small number of schools with a poor safety record. 


Possible Options to Improve Safety Around and on 
The Routes to School 


Measures to improve road safety:


• Parking restrictions or School Keep Clear markings can lead to more orderly
parking in the area adjacent to the school‘s pedestrian and vehicle access
points. However programmed enforcement activity may be required to prevent
illegal waiting whilst parents drop off and pick up children 


• Traffic calming measures can reduce vehicle speed and provide narrower
sections of road which children can cross more easily


• Variable speed limits can be applied outside the school with lower speed limits
(generally 20mph) operating in the periods when children are entering and
leaving the school


• Provision of safe crossing facilities on main walking and cycling routes to
school can improve safety


• Provision of education, awareness and pedestrian/cycle training programmes
for schools


• Provision of support packages including project work, competitions, events and
promotional material 


• Safer routes to schools initiatives can be set up to involve parents, teachers
and school children.  It is necessary to analyse their various concerns about the
school journey. This may be done through questionnaires to all groups of
people.  Measures taken in response may include road safety education in
schools, raising the awareness among parents and the provision of low cost
engineering measures to specific road or footway problems
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Measures to promote travel by walking/cycling


• Provision of new or improved walking and cycling routes can encourage these
modes of travel 


• Provision of safe and secure cycle parking facilities and lockers to encourage
cycling


• School travel plans can help to put in place policies that encourage walking and
cycling to school, improve safety and ease local traffic problems


• Walking buses can encourage groups of children to walk to/from school
together, accompanied by adults


Proposed Strategy


• Check child injuries (location and time of day) to identify those occurring on
school journeys


• Identify schools with particular local traffic congestion problems


• Write to all schools inviting them to take part in Safer Routes to School
projects. Participating schools will be required to produce School Travel Plans
to demonstrate their commitment to the objectives of the Safer Routes to
Schools programme.


• Prepare a programme (in priority order) of schools for Safer Routes to Schools
projects  


• Implement a given number of projects per year (dependent on funds and
resources - 5 schools per annum) for the next 5 years in accordance with the
programme above


• Undertake pupil and teacher travel surveys and classroom sessions on
developing initiatives to encourage walking and cycling


• Set up a monitoring system to look at child casualties on the school journey
and the modal split of journeys to and from school and publish information
annually 


• Review and reassess the programme annually 


• Child Pedestrian Training in primary schools is now managed holistically
starting at reception through to year 4 (4 – 9 year olds), using structured lesson
plans at the chalk-face and practical kerbside training.
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Appendix 2: 


Speed Management Strategy


Introduction


Vehicles travelling at excessive or inappropriate speed raise great public concerns
about road safety. They also have adverse implications for sustainable travel
initiatives, community severance, air quality and noise. 


Research into accidents has shown that speeding or driving at inappropriate speed contributes to a


significant percentage of collisions (up to around 33%) particularly more serious collisions. For each


1 mph reduction in average speed, accident frequency is reduced by an average of 5%. Recent


research shows that it varies between around 3% and 6% depending on the type of road.


The Isle of Wight Council recognises and supports the government’s initiative “to develop a speed


policy that takes account of the contribution of reduced speeds to environmental and social


objectives as well as to road safety”. This was outlined in the DETR publication New Directions in


Speed Management – A Review of Policy. 


The Isle of Wight Council will work with partners to introduce a wide range of measures and


initiatives to reduce the dangers posed by speeding vehicles. These will include:


• A new speed limit policy in accordance with new national guidance 


• Engineering measures to compliment speed limits  


• Education, training and publicity initiatives and campaigns to raise awareness
of the problems posed by speeding vehicles and encourage people to drive at
more appropriate speeds


• Enforcement initiatives to increase compliance with speed limits


The principles and actions in this Speed Management Strategy are integrated into the Isle of Wight


Council’s Road Safety Plan. 


Speed Limits


Policy


The setting and enforcement of speed limits is a key area of speed management. Speed limits that


drivers can more easily understand and accept are likely to be more effective and require less


enforcement activity. The Isle of Wight Council will introduce a new method of assessing appropriate


speed limits in accordance with new Government guidance “Update of Circular Roads 1/93, Setting


Local Speed Limits” and the Traffic Advisory Leaflet 1/04 “Village Speed Limits”   


The key objectives of the new guidance are 


• To provide up to date and consistent advice


• To better reflect the needs of all road users


• To improve the balance between road safety, accessibility and environmental
objectives especially in rural communities


• To help road users to recognise and understand the risks involved on different
types of road, the speed limit which applies and the reason for it


• To help bring about better respect for, and compliance with, more appropriate
speed limits


• To help reduce the number of road traffic collisions, injuries and deaths in
which excessive or inappropriate speed is a contributory factor


Speed limits on their own will not necessarily achieve the desired reductions in vehicle speeds.


They will need to be supported by a wide range of engineering, education, training, publicity and


enforcement initiatives.
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Villages


Government policy is to work towards 30mph speed limits in villages being the norm, where


appropriate. However, 30 mph is not appropriate for all villages. The nature of the road alignment,


its local environment, the speed of vehicles and the accident record will play a large part in the


evaluation process. 


A new speed assessment framework has been devised for single carriageway rural roads which will


be used to determine the most appropriate speed limit.


Fear of traffic can affect people’s quality of life in villages and it is self evident that villages should


have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban areas.


Assessing Village Speed Limits


The definition of a village, for the purposes of setting village speed limits should be based on simple


criteria relating to frontage development and distance as shown below:


• 20 or more houses


• A minimum distance of 600m


The minimum of 20 houses should be measured irrespective of whether they are on one or both


sides of the road. The minimum distance of 600m is given due to the practical difficulties in


providing a speed limit over a shorter section of road.


As a visual message to drivers that they are in a village, a measure of density is needed to give


some minimum frequency of the houses over the extent of the speed limit. On the basis of the


minimum number of houses and length of speed limit, an average density of at least 3 houses per


100m over the extent of the 30mph speed limit is recommended. This should generally apply over


each 100m section of the limit but particularly for the first 100m at each end of the 30mph speed


limit, to reinforce the visual message for drivers.


The influence of frontage development should be taken into account through the following factors:


• If the road section has at least 20 houses with a density greater than 3 houses
every 100m over a minimum length of 600m then it can be classified as a
village and should be subject to a 30mph speed limit.


• If the section of road has a minimum 20 houses over a section of at least 600m
in length, and at least half the housing density required for village status then a
speed limit of 40mph should be considered.


If the distance between adjacent villages is less than 600m, it is recommended that the 30mph limit


should apply throughout in order to avoid frequent changes in speed limit. The minimum length of a


speed limit should be 600m to avoid too many changes of speed limit along a route. In exceptional


circumstances this may be reduced to 400m.


If a section of road does not meet the village definition criteria, but it is still felt that a lower speed


limit should apply then the speed limit assessment framework outlined in Section 2.4 should be


applied.


Implementing Village Speed Limits


An annual programme of 30mph speed limits to be implemented in villages will be undertaken. The


programme will be prioritised according to accident rates.


Village speed limits will also be assessed as part of appropriate local safety schemes.
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Towns


The default speed limit in lit urban areas is 30mph, representing an appropriate balance between


mobility and safety of road users, especially the more vulnerable groups. Local speed limits of


20mph or 40mph may also be set where they are considered appropriate.


20mph zones and speed limits


20 mph zones are areas wide speed limits supported by engineering measures such as traffic


calming to physically reduce mean vehicle speeds to around 20mph. No repeater signs are required


with this type of speed limit


20mph limits are generally applied used to a single road or a comparatively short length of road for


example outside a school. They should only be used where the speeds are already low (mean


speeds of 24mph or below) or where additional speed reduction measures are to be carried out.


Repeater signs are required for this type of limit.


40 mph speed limits


Roads suited to the higher urban limit of 40mph are urban dual carriageways and main traffic


routes, e.g. ring and radial routes and bypasses which have become partially built-up. Roads


suitable for this limit are generally in the suburbs. They should have:


• Good width and layout;


• Parking and waiting restrictions in operation;


• Buildings set back from the road.


These roads should not be used substantially by pedestrians and cyclists, but should, where


appropriate, have adequate footways and crossing places as necessary for pedestrians, cyclists and


equestrians.


Implementing Town Speed Limits


The following measures will be implemented as part of the Speed Management Strategy in towns.


• An annual programme of 20mph Zones to be implemented in residential areas


will be undertaken. 


The programme will be prioritised according to accident rates, particularly
child accident rates, and will also include Home Zones.


• Developers of new residential roads and estates will be encouraged to provide


measures to restrict vehicle speeds to around 20mph on access roads


This will ensure that new residential areas do not become future problem sites
for vehicle speeds 


Rural roads


The vast majority of the rural road network, including C and unclassified roads is subject to the


national speed limit of 60mph on single carriageway roads. The majority of drivers do not exceed


the speed limit on many single carriageway roads because it is often difficult to do so. Nonetheless,


a high proportion of KSI casualties occur on rural roads and vehicle speed has been identified as a


major factor in this.


There is a need to improve speed management in rural areas, and in particular tackle the problems


caused by inappropriate speed. Nationally, the use of vehicle activated signs (VAS) has proved


effective on the approaches to isolated hazards, junctions and bends. There are a number of site or


route specific intervention measures that can be used to improve rural road safety. 


Speed limits on their own without supporting physical measures, driver information and publicity or


other measures will not necessarily change driver behaviour and will therefore result in substantial


numbers of drivers continuing to drive at inappropriate speeds, leading to significant enforcement


cost. Every effort should be made to achieve an appropriate balance between speeds, speed limits,


road design and other measures. This balance may be delivered by introducing one or more speed


management measures in conjunction with new speed limits or introducing speed limits as part of


an overall route safety strategy.







Assessing Rural Speed Limits


TRL have developed an Assessment framework for weighing up the advantages and disadvantages


of the speed limit options for each single carriageway rural road. The framework differentiates


between two tiers of road according to function:


• Upper Tier: Roads with primarily a through function, where mobility is
important (typically A and B roads)


• Lower Tier: Roads with a local or access function where quality of life benefits
are important (typically the C and unclassified roads). 


There may be roads below A and B classification which serve a mixed through traffic and access


function. Where that function is currently being achieved without a high accident rate these roads


should be judged against the criteria for upper tier roads. Where, however there a substantial


potential risk to vulnerable road users exists on all or part of these roads they should be assessed


against the criteria for lower tier roads.


An electronic spreadsheet is available for in depth analysis of the safety and mobility costs


associated with each speed limit option. In most cases however, the Assessment Framework will


indicate the most likely appropriate limit without the need for detailed analysis.


Nationally, over time, the speed limits which local authorities are expected to move towards
are:


Upper Tier A and B Roads


• 70mph – Dual Carriageways


• 60mph – High quality roads with accident rates below a threshold of 35 injury
accidents per 100 million vehicle kilometres


• 50mph – Where accident rates are above a threshold of 35 injury accidents •
per 100 million vehicle kilometres and / or the mean speed is already below
50mph


• 40mph – Where there is substantial development or there are considerable
numbers of vulnerable road users


• 30mph – In villages


Lower tier C and Unclassified roads


• 60mph – Roads with a mixed function (i.e. partial traffic flow function


• 50mph – Roads with a local or access function with accidents below a threshold
of 60 injury accidents per 100 million vehicle kilometres


• 40mph – Roads with a local or access function with accident rates above 60
injury accidents per 100million vehicle kilometres and / or where it forms part
of a recognised route for vulnerable road users


• 30mph – In villages


Within routes separate assessments should be made for each section of road of 600m or more for


which a separate speed limit might be considered appropriate. When this is completed, the final


choice of appropriate speed limit for individual sections might need to be adjusted to provide


consistency over the route as a whole.


Application of the Speed Limit Assessment Framework does not automatically mean that a speed


limit will be reduced. In some cases the framework may identify the need for a higher speed limit to


be implemented.


Implementing Rural Speed Limits


It is not possible, or desirable to implement a blanket change in rural speed limits on the Isle of


Wight. Rural speed limits will be assessed on a case by case basis as part of structured review of


speed limits.
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Quiet Lanes


The aim of quiet lanes is to maintain the character of minor rural roads by seeking to contain rising


traffic growth that is widespread in rural areas. There are three key elements to a Quiet Lanes


Scheme:


• Community involvement to encourage a change in user behaviour


• Area-wide direction signing to discourage through traffic


• Entry signing to indicate that those entering an area may expect to encounter a
range of users and activities


Where minor roads or networks of minor roads which have low flows of traffic travelling at low


speeds and are suitable for shared use by walkers, cyclists, equestrians and motorists then they are


suitable for consideration as quiet lanes.


Measure to Help Reduce Speeds


Engineering


Engineering Village and Town 30mph and 40 mph Speed Limits


When providing a village speed limit, supporting speed reducing measures will be required as


reducing the speed limit alone is unlikely to have much effect on vehicle speeds unless they are


already close to 30mph.


The following measures could be considered:


• Vehicle Activated Signs – These are signs which remain blank until vehicles


exceed a specified speed threshold. The sign then activates to warn drivers of a


speed limit 


• Carriageway Roundels – These must be accompanied by upright repeater signs.


They are not allowed as repeaters in a 30mph speed limit where there is a


system of street lighting in place


• Chicanes – These have the effect narrowing the carriageway and encouraging


drivers to reduce speed


• Dragons Teeth Markings – These are usually placed prior to speed limit


terminal signs. Dragons teeth markings can have a limited effect on vehicle


speeds but have an impact on the visual amenity of the road and the surrounding


environment


• Gateways – Can be used alone, or combined with another traffic calming feature


to mark the entry point to a village and can act as a speed reducing feature if


properly designed


• Road markings and coloured surfacing – These are used to visually narrow the


carriageway 


• Pedestrian crossing facilities – Can create a speed reducing effect or can be


provided with a traffic calming feature


• Traffic Islands – These have the effect of reducing the width of the carriageway


and although not as effective as chicanes, do change the visual nature of the


road, particularly when used with hatch markings


• Rumble devices –These can alert drivers to a hazard by causing a noise on its


approach







Engineering 20mph zones and Speed Limits


Traffic calming measures are often required to make a 20mph Zone ‘self-enforcing’. There are a


number of measures available to reduce vehicle speeds, including:


• Road Humps;


• Road Narrowings;


• Gateway Features;


• Road Markings;


• Rumble devices;


• Mini-roundabouts.


A combination of measures of these measures is normally required. Measures such as road


markings, gateway features and mini-roundabouts do not generally reduce speeds to 20mph


without these physical features.


Education, Training and Publicity


Making drivers and riders more aware of the problems caused by speeding vehicles, influencing


their attitudes and changing their behaviour are key areas of speed management to address. 


A number of proposed actions to increase public awareness of the consequences of driving too fast


and measures to influence attitudes and behaviour have been identified:


• Running appropriate local publicity and awareness campaigns and supporting
national campaigns such as “KILL YOUR SPEED” and “THINK” 


• Providing pre-driver training courses and road safety education in schools and
colleges that provide a significant content relating to the problems caused by
speeding vehicles and more appropriate behaviour


• Identifying potential high risk speeders and offering driver /rider education and
retraining as an alternative to fines and penalty points in appropriate cases,
where this would be beneficial 


• Promoting a better understanding of the dangers of driving at an inappropriate
speed on driver and rider training, improvement and rectification courses


• Evaluating the establishment of a Road Safety Forum involving local interest
groups and community representatives to discuss and co-ordinate ways of
reducing vehicle speeds to more appropriate levels, improve road safety and
reduce accidents 


The Isle of Wight Council will develop its programmes of education, training and publicity measures


and campaigns to improve awareness of the problems caused by speeding vehicles and encourage


people to drive/ride at more appropriate speeds.


Enforcement and deterrence 


Hampshire Constabulary is responsible for enforcing speed limits on the Isle of Wight. The use of


automatic safety camera technology as a means of detecting and deterring speeding vehicles (at


locations where there are speed related injury accidents) as well as red light infringements at traffic


signals plays an increasing role in enforcement. On 1 April 2002, a partnership between the Isle of


Wight Council, Hampshire County Council and Hampshire Constabulary was set up. 


This partnership is responsible for the management of safety cameras throughout the whole of


Hampshire Constabulary area. Under this arrangement safety cameras are deployed primarily on


the basis of injury accident criteria laid down by the Government. A proportion of the fines (“netting-


off”) paid for speeding is used to fund the purchase of the necessary safety cameras and associated
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equipment as well as the operational, maintenance and management costs of the system. 


During 2004 financial year, the Safety Camera partnership achieved significant speed and casualty


reduction benefits across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight:


• The number of accidents resulting in death or serious injury fell by an average
of 59% on safety camera routes compared to baseline levels


• The number of accidents resulting in personal injury fell by an average of 35%
on safety camera routes compared with baseline levels.


• On the basis of historical trend data, it is estimated that 80 fatal or serious
accidents have been prevented in the 2004 financial year along safety camera
routes.


• Six monthly speed monitoring shows 85%ile speeds along safety camera routes
have reduced by an average 5.1mph on 30mph routes, 3.5mph on 40mph routes
and 5mph on 50mph routes.


• Public perception remains mostly positive with surveys demonstrating that the
majority of the public accept that the purpose of the initiative is to save lives
rather than generate revenue.


The government’s current criteria for the use of safety cameras for detecting speeding vehicles


under the “netting off” arrangement through the partnerships are stringent:


• Fixed camera sites can only be used at locations were there have been 4 people
killed or seriously injured per kilometre of road in three years


• Mobile camera sites can only be used at locations where there have been 2
people killed or seriously injured per kilometre of road in three years


• Speed must be a contributory factor to the collisions and vehicle speeds should
be at or above ACPO guidelines 


• At least 20% of drivers should be exceeding the speed limit


• There should be no other obvious measures to improve road safety   


On the Isle of Wight a number of both fixed sites and mobile sites have been identified in


accordance with the criteria. Hampshire Constabulary will continue to enforce speed limits more


generally on the Isle of Wight primarily using their traditional methods of detection. The safety


camera partnership will have a limited capability to deploy cameras periodically at other sites


where vehicle speeds are causing concern.
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Appendix 3: 


Road Safety Audit Policy 


and Procedure


Introduction


Purpose


Road Safety Audit is a systematic and objective method for checking the safety aspects of a wide


range of road schemes to:


• ensure that road schemes operate as safely as practicable


• minimise the occurrence and severity of road accidents


• consider the safety of all road users  


• improve the awareness of safe design practices by design, construction and
maintenance staff


Road Safety Audits identify potential road safety hazards within the design of road schemes and


make practical recommendations to eliminate or minimise them. 


The Road Safety Audit process is not:


• a technical check 


• a check of compliance with design standards


• an assessment of the safety benefits of a scheme


If any of these are necessary then they should be undertaken separately. 


A Road Safety Audit should be carried out from each of the following road users’ point of view by


examining how they are likely to use the scheme:


• Pedestrian (adult, child, elderly, mobility and sight impaired)


• Cyclists (pedal and powered)


• Drivers (car and commercial vehicles)


• Equestrians


Background


Road Safety Audit was developed during the 1970’s and 1980’s, by UK road safety engineers,


predominantly working in local authorities. This was in response to accident problems associated with


the opening of new road schemes and road improvements. In 1990 formal guidelines and requirements


were introduced in the UK, which lead to the widespread undertaking of Road Safety Audits. 


The need for Road Safety Audits


Road Safety Audit has an important part to play in achieving the road safety objectives of the Road


Safety Plan. Roads are constructed or changed for a variety of reasons, for example to relieve


congestion or to allow access to new development. Mistakes can be made and design or budget


constraints may lead to road safety problems. Opportunities to include accident-reducing elements


may have been missed or road safety may not always receive a sufficiently high priority. 


Road Safety Audit can help to ensure that road safety is given a high priority. The process can be


applied to new roads, road improvements, traffic management schemes, development proposals


and maintenance schemes.  


The benefits of Road Safety Audits


A study of 40 minor works schemes in Surrey indicated that those schemes that were safety audited


on average resulted in 1 less person injured in road accidents per scheme per year. In Denmark,


the first year rate of return for safety audits has been estimated at around 150%. In Ireland it was


found that 30% of the safety problems identified resulted in injury accidents within 5 years of the


implementation of the scheme.
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Policy


Scope


In 2003, a new Highways Agency standard (HD19/03 – Road Safety Audits) was published. This was a


thorough review of safety audit practice in the UK and internationally. Although this is only binding


for Trunk Roads and Motorways, it is recommended as good practice for local authorities to use on


their road network. This represents the current best practice guide upon which Road Safety Audit


Policy and Procedures should be based. However, it is recognized that local authorities are often


dealing with smaller scale schemes, have more limited resources and have differing management


structures. Hence whilst using HD 19/03 as a base for the Isle of Wight Council’s policy and


procedures, not all of the procedures in HD19/03 can be adopted.  This Road Safety Audit Policy and


Procedure document outlines the practices which will be adopted and applied on the Isle of Wight. 


Road Safety Audit will apply to all engineering schemes implemented on roads for which the Isle of


Wight Council is the Highway Authority. Road Safety Audits should be carried out on all the road


schemes indicated below, except where the total cost of road works on the scheme is less than


£10,000. For schemes of lesser value, the decision whether or not to carry out an audit is the


responsibility of the Traffic manager. 


Road Safety Audits will also apply to schemes planned and designed by outside organisations on


behalf of the Isle of Wight Council or on roads that will be the maintenance responsibility of the Isle


of Wight Council. Such outside organisations should be able to demonstrate that they have adopted


all relevant parts of this policy and procedure. Specialist sub-contractors may be used, or if this is


not appropriate, staff undertaking the audit should be completely independent of the scheme design


and meet the experience requirements outlined in Table 1 and have substantial experience of


undertaking road safety audits. 


The safety audit process will be applied to the following types of road scheme:


• New road schemes (including residential developments)


• Major improvements 


• Minor improvements


• Traffic management schemes


• Development schemes


• Major maintenance schemes


Road Safety Audit will also apply to arrangements between developers and the Isle of Wight Council


as a result of schemes arising from planning applications. It is the responsibility of the Project


Sponsor to determine the requirement for a Road Safety Audit in accordance with this Procedure.


Road Safety Audit stages 


Road schemes will be subject to a Road Safety Audit at a number of the stages throughout their


planning, design and construction process. 


Stage F: Feasibility Study (only applicable to new roads, major schemes / developments or
where there is a choice between options) 


This stage of audit will examine the choice of route, the purpose and function of the


road in the hierarchy, the standards applicable and the number and types of junctions.


In housing zones it will consider speed management issues. It will also be used to


examine major planning developments


Stage 1: Completion of Preliminary design


This stage of audit will assess horizontal and vertical alignments, sight lines, and


layouts and suitability of junctions


Stage 2: Completion of Detailed design
This stage of audit will assess detailed junction layout, road markings, signs, lighting,


landscaping and other design details







Stage 3: Scheme completion 
This stage of audit will examine the completed scheme by driving, walking or cycling


along the new route (as appropriate).  The scheme should also be examined during the


hours of darkness to ensure that night-time safety standards have been achieved


Stage 4: Scheme Monitoring - 1 year and 3 years after completion
This stage of audit will examine the accident records of the scheme and other reported


road safety problems. Comparisons will be made with control data and expected


accident rates and types for similar locations. Separate reports will be produced for 1


year and 3 years after completion of the scheme. 


Stage F may only be required where there is a choice between different scheme options. Stages 1


and 2 can be combined for smaller schemes where there are no distinct preliminary design /


detailed design phases. Stage 3 Road Safety Audits can be carried out in two parts for major


schemes. These are stage 3a) - (substantial completion) and 3b) - (immediate post-opening in both


daytime and darkness conditions). For minor schemes Stage 3 Road Safety Audits should be carried


out at either pre-opening or immediate post-opening.


For the purpose of this procedure a major scheme is one where the total cost of road works on the


scheme is greater than £10,000. In addition, such a scheme can be defined at the discretion of the


Traffic Manager. 


Representatives from the Design Team, Maintenance Team and the Police will be invited to all Stage


3 Road Safety Audits. The Design Team, Maintenance Team and Police representatives are present


as advisors and do not formally constitute part of the Road Safety Audit Team.


All recommendations of the audit report should be carried out unless they are subject to an


Exception Report (See Section 3.1). A copy of the signed Exception Report should be sent to the


Audit Team Leader.


The Road Safety Audit Team 


The Road Safety Audit can be carried out either by staff from the Isle of Wight Council or by external


bodies. The Audit Team proposed must be approved by the Project Sponsor (Isle of Wight Council)


prior to the commencement of the Road Safety Audit. In approving the Audit Team due


consideration will be given to the criteria below.


It is essential that Road Safety Audits are carried out by a team of at least two people who are


independent of the scheme design. This improves the quality of the audit and reduces the risk of


safety problems being missed. The team should have suitable road safety engineering expertise and


training to undertake the Road Safety Audits. 


Additional specialist staff, such as Road Safety Education, Training and Publicity Officers and Traffic


Signal Engineers, can be brought into specific projects to act as advisors as required. They will not


formally constitute part of the audit team.


Table 1 outlines the requirements for the Road Safety Audit Team. CVs of the Audit Team members


should be approved by the Project Sponsor for the Isle of Wight Council.
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TABLE 1 -  ROAD SAFETY AUDIT TEAM REQUIREMENTS


• Audit Team leaders should have a minimum of:


• 4 years Road Safety Engineering / Accident Investigation experience 


• have carried out 5 road safety audits in the last 12 months 


• have attended a UK accredited 10 day Accident Investigation / Road
Safety Engineering training course


• have obtained 2 days CPD in Road Safety Audit, Road Safety Engineering
or Accident Investigation in the last 12 months


• Audit Team members should have a minimum of:


• 2 years Road Safety Engineering / Accident Investigation experience
(recent)


• have carried out 5 road safety audits in the last 24 months 


• have attended a UK accredited 10 day Accident Investigation / Road
Safety Engineering training course


• have obtained 2 days CPD in Road Safety Audit, Road Safety Engineering
or Accident Investigation in the last 12 months


• Audit Team Observers


• 1 years Road Safety Engineering / Accident Investigation experience
(recent)


• have attended a UK accredited 10 day Accident Investigation / Road
Safety Engineering training course


Note 


• A working knowledge of design standards and the design and effectiveness of
accident remedial measures is desirable


• Highway engineers or other engineers without the required Accident
Investigation or  Road Safety Engineering are not acceptable as auditors 


• All Road Safety Audit teams should be approved by the Project Sponsor (Isle of
Wight Council) prior to undertaking Road Safety Audits. In the case of external
auditors, the CVs of the audit team should be approved before the audit team
are deemed acceptable 


• In the case of an external organisation carrying out Road Safety Audits, copies
of the appropriate level of their public liability and professional indemnity
insurance for this type of work should be provided with CVs







Procedure


Definitions and roles within Road Safety Audit 


Design Team:


The group undertaking the various phases of scheme design and/or supervision of construction.


This team may be internal or external to Isle of Wight Council.


Project Manager:


The person responsible for ensuring the progression of the scheme in accordance with procedures;


The Project Manager is responsible for proposing the Audit team and obtaining the approval of the


Project Sponsor (Isle of Wight Council) before commissioning the Audit Team.


Road Safety Audit Team:


A team of two or three people, independent of the Design Team, comprising staff with the required


experience and training, which considers the scheme from a road safety point of view. 


Exception Report:


A report prepared by the Project Manager in response to the Road Safety Audit Report. The Exception


Report should give reasons why recommendations from the Road Safety Audit Report have not been


adopted, and where appropriate outline alternative solutions. The report should not be actioned until


signed by the Project Sponsor. A copy of the signed report shall be sent to the Audit Team Leader.


Project Sponsor:


The person designated by Isle of Wight Council as responsible for approving audit teams, agreeing /


signing exception reports and overseeing the Road Safety Audit Procedure 


Information and time required to carry out Road Safety Audits


The Project Manager should provide all of the information required by the Road Safety Audit Team.


Subject to the overall scheme implementation programme, at least ten working days is required


from receipt of drawings and other design information to complete a Road Safety Audit. At least 20


working days prior notification of the need for an audit for a major scheme should be given


wherever possible.


The information supplied for Road Safety Audit should include at least:


• design brief;


• design checklist;


• departures from Standard;


• scheme plans;


• other scheme details;


• accident details where relevant;


• traffic flows and/or speeds where relevant;


• previous Road Safety Audit reports;


• previous Exception Reports;


• notification of the proposed date for the start of construction.


An example of a standard form covering these items to be completed by the Design Team is shown


in Annex A.


The Isle of Wight Council will retain a copy of all information submitted to the Road Safety Audit


Team together with the Road Safety Audit report and any Exception reports.


It is the responsibility of the Project Manager to ensure that adequate time for the Road Safety Audit


process and for potential post-Audit re-design is considered within the overall project programme.
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Carrying out Road Safety Audits


Once the Audit Team has been approved they should be sent the audit information (See 3.2). The


Audit Team Leader should check it for completeness and any missing or additional information


required should be identified and requested from the Project Manager. 


Stage F, 1, 2 and 3 Audits 


These audits will consist briefly of 


• An examination of the scheme details


• A visit to the site by the whole audit team (plus any advisors if appropriate)


• Recording of notes and photographs (where appropriate) of possible road
safety problems


• Use of checklists (see HD19/03) to ensure that no potential safety problems
have been overlooked


• A discussion by the Audit Team of the potential safety problems and
recommendations


• A final Audit Report to be sent to the Project Sponsor (Isle of Wight Council)
and Project Manager


Stage 4 Audits - The road safety performance of schemes that have been audited will be monitored


by the LTP Programme Management Board. This will take place 1 year after and 3 years after the


completion of the schemes. The purpose of this is to examine any subsequent safety problems and


report on how engineering designs can be improved to reduce accidents and improve road safety.


Key issues


The main purpose of Road Safety Audit is to identify potential road safety hazards within the design


of schemes and make practical recommendations to eliminate or minimise them. Hence the team


undertaking the Road Safety Audit needs experience and training in Road Safety Engineering,


Accident Investigation and undertaking Road Safety Audits. 


In order not to hinder the design and construction process designers should be encouraged to seek


audits at as early a stage as possible. This will result in less need for time-consuming fundamental


changes at crucial periods such as tendering. Similarly designers should be encouraged to seek


interim road safety audit views between formal stages if considered appropriate. The results of


these interim audits should be recorded on the design file and in the audit records. Such interim


audits do not replace the need for formal audits at the normal stages. 


A number of checklists are available to assist in the audit process. They are not a substitute for


road safety experience and training. They should be used only after the auditors have   completed


their examination of the scheme as a means of checking that nothing has been overlooked.


Checklists can also be valuable as an aid to train road safety auditors.


Road Safety Audit should be carried out from the point of view of how people will actually use the


roads in a variety of conditions and not just be a check for technical or design standards


compliance. This process will involve role-play as different road users. 


The Road Safety Audit Report


The Road Safety Audit report should be prepared in the style of the sample reports contained in HD 19/03. 


An introductory statement setting out the terms of reference, and listing the Road Safety Audit


Team members, should be included. The statement should describe when and where the Road


Safety Audit was carried out. It should refer to plans and documents checked by the Road Safety


Audit Team, which should be listed in an appendix to the report. 


The report should include a series of road safety problems and related recommendations for


improvement. The report should be signed by the Audit Team Leader.


The report should be written in a concise and specific format. Each problem is documented in terms


of a potential road safety problem. This is most effective where the Road Safety Auditor attempts to


describe a potential accident scenario that will affect a user of the scheme. These scenarios should,


as far as possible, be capable of being backed up from accident records on previous schemes. 







Recommendations, in terms of outline engineering measures, are then provided to help the Design


Team to choose an appropriate action. The recommendations should, as far as possible, be capable


of being backed up by evidence that the type of measure suggested is an effective safety feature.


It is not the responsibility of the Road Safety Audit Team to re-design the scheme. Their objective


should be to get the Design Team to accept each road safety problem and point out possible


solutions. It is the responsibility of the Project Sponsor to decide what action is appropriate and


prepare an exception report if necessary.


Once the Road Safety Audit Team has completed the Road Safety Audit, copies of the final report


should be sent to the Project Manager and the Project Sponsor. A paper copy of the final report plus


all the requested documentation and plans should be retained by the Isle of Wight Council and the


Road Safety Audit Team.


The Exception Report 


The Project Manager should consider the Road Safety Audit Report and if any of the


recommendations are not adopted then an Exception Report must be prepared. The Project


Sponsor will either accept that the Road Safety Audit recommendations should be implemented in


full, or agree and sign an Exception Report (prepared by the Project Manager).


The Project Sponsor should instruct the Project Manager to make those changes to the design that


are required as a result of the Road Safety Audit Report. Where an alternative recommendation is


proposed by the Design Team, discussions can be held with the Road Safety Audit Team before


finalising the action and Exception Report.


The Project Manager should forward a copy of the Exception Report to the Road Safety Audit Team.


In the case of unresolved issues the final decision as to whether a Road Safety Audit


recommendation is implemented will be the responsibility of the Project Sponsor.


Issues Arising From This Policy and Procedure


Resource Implications


The adoption of this procedure has important implications in terms of staff resources for the Isle of


Wight Council. If Road Safety Audits are to be carried out by staff from within the Isle of Wight


Council, a team of two people will have to be formed and trained. They will not be able to audit any


designs that they have worked on (in order to remain independent). This may require additional


staff. If Road Safety Audits are to be carried out externally then additional staff time within the Isle


of Wight Council will be needed to manage the process. There will be a need for additional ongoing


staff time and commitment to maintain and operate the system.


Training


Staff undertaking audits should have the required training and experience set out in Table 1 (Section


2, page 4). 


The Isle of Wight Council could also consider establishing a list of approved external safety auditors


meeting the minimum standards of experience and training in Road Safety Engineering, Accident


Investigation and Road Safety Audit.


Information for designers etc subject to the safety audit process will need to be incorporated in the


Quality Management System (QMS), and in Capital Procedures and disseminated to designers to


ensure that the process runs smoothly.


Checklists


Checklists are available in the Highways Agency Design Manual for Roads and Bridges – HD19/03


and the IHT Guidelines for The Safety Audit of Highways. These checklists should not be used for a


“menu based tick box” approach to auditing but rather as an aid to auditors to check that potential


road safety problems are not overlooked. Designers should be made aware of the Road Safety Audit


process and may be interested in the checklists to get a feel for the issues that auditors are likely to


be interested in. This, together with feedback reports from the monitoring of audited schemes, will


help designers to produce safer schemes.
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Annex A 


Information Required to Carry Out a Road Safety Audit 


SCHEME NAME: 


BRIEF No.:


AUDIT STAGE: 


AUDIT REQUEST DATE:


DATE AUDIT REQUIRED BY:


I request a Road Safety Audit for (Scheme Name)


(Brief No.)


This work should be carried out in accordance with Isle of Wight’s Road Safety Audit Policy and


Procedures. 


The report will describe any road safety problems that are identified from material supplied by us to


your Road Safety Audit Team. 


The report will also list recommendations made by the Road Safety Audit Team to reduce the


possibility of future accident occurrence and or severity.


Please note the information that we are submitting for the purposes of the Road Safety Audit


attached is outlined below.


Item Attached (yes / no)


Design brief


Design checklist


Departures from Standard


Scheme plans (list separately)


Other scheme details (list separately) e.g. signs schedules


Accident printout for existing roads affected by the scheme


Traffic surveys


Previous Road Safety Audit reports


Previous Exception Reports


Start/completion date for construction


Any other information (list separately)


Signed __________________________________________________________________


Name __________________________________________________________________


Project Manager __________________________________________________________







Annex B 


Road Safety Audit Comments List 


SCHEME NAME: 


BRIEF No.:


AUDIT STAGE: 


AUDIT REQUEST DATE:


DATE AUDIT REQUIRED BY:


Auditors Name ______________________________________Page ______of ______


Plan No. Road Safety Audit Discussed Comment Reason not


Comments within included included


Audit tram in report
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Partnerships and Communication


Introduction


Improving road safety should be a joint venture through partnerships and this
requires the positive co-operation of road users and a large number of both public
and private sector organisations. These include the Government (through the
Government Office for the South East – GOSE), Isle of Wight Council, Hampshire
Constabulary, schools, insurance companies, hospitals and health organisations,
motor manufacturers and retailers and a variety of organisations and bodies that
have specific responsibilities or interests in road safety. 


At its broadest level all road users have an element of responsibility for their own behaviour and


those they are looking after.


The involvement and exchange of views and information of as many bodies and groups improves the


effectiveness of spreading the road safety message. Wide spread interest is vital if improvements in


the behaviour of drivers, riders and pedestrians, enhancement in vehicle safety, better roads and


road engineering and better enforcement are to be achieved.


Main Organisations involved and their roles


The main organisations involved and their roles are:


• Government prepares planning, highway and traffic legislation. It is also
responsible for vehicle design and construction regulations, vehicle
inspection, vehicle testing and driving standards. The government determines
priorities and funding for road safety engineering, policing, education,
publicity and training/testing.


• The Engineering Services Department of the Council is responsible for the
planning and engineering of the transport system. They have many specific
programmes of work aimed directly at improving road safety. They are also
responsible for:


• investigation and treatment of road accidents


• monitoring and assessment of traffic safety


• education, publicity, awareness, and training with regard to road safety issues


• Co-ordination of road safety initiatives 


• provision of traffic management safety measures such as:
- safer routes to schools
- speed management including 20 mph zones, traffic calming, safety 


cameras etc.
- pedestrian/cycle crossings and routes 
- junction control
- anti-skid surfacing
- road signs and markings


• maintenance of the road network


• provision of facilities for pedestrians, cyclist and public transport 


• design and construction of roads and road improvements


• Hampshire Constabulary is responsible for enforcement of much of the highway
and traffic law that impacts on road safety. A lot of effort goes into deterring
drivers from speeding and drink/driving. They also get directly involved in publicity
and educational work. They are consulted closely on engineering matters.


• Fire and Ambulance Services have to deal with the casualties of road accidents
and may be able to offer an insight into how to prevent accidents or reduce the
injuries that arise from them. They also have a developing role in education and
training issues.
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• The Local Education Authority (LEA) has a role to play in incorporating road
safety issues into the school curriculum. A Key Stage 2 “Step by Step” resource
is being developed to encourage children to look at health, safety and
environmental aspects of walking to school. Road safety officers support the
LEA and regularly make schools aware of road safety issues and the teaching
aids that are available.


• Health Authority - The Isle of Wight Health Authority has recognised the
importance of encouraging safe walking, cycling and reduced car use as key
issues in improving the Island’s Plan for Health and Well-Being. The Council
works in partnership with the local Health Authority to develop and take
appropriate actions to ensure that transport (including safety matters) and
health matters are dealt with inclusively.  


• Other Groups That May Be Involved In Road Safety


- Town and Parish Councils have local knowledge of traffic and road
safety problems. It is important that they are encouraged to take a
positive role in improving road safety by being actively involved in the
identification and prioritisation of safety problems and solutions. They
can act as a sounding board for the local community and can assist in
communicating road safety messages to the community and assisting 
in road safety campaigns. 


- Schools and Colleges will be encouraged to produce travel plans that
reflect the safety of their students and staff. The views of schools and
colleges will be sought and they will be encouraged to have a positive
role in promoting road safety in their communities.  Schools are actively
involved in safer routes to schools projects. Road safety topics can be
used in other areas of work to develop the personal and social skills of
pupils. They can communicate information to parents on road safety
issues.


- Driving Instructors and Specialist Driving Associations are important
links to young drivers and can train them in hazard perception and
responsible driving behaviour.


- Community Forums often show concern for traffic safety and can
indicate where improvements are required. Involving them in the design
and promotion of schemes and policies encourages ownership and
support for safety work.


- Disabled groups can offer specialist advice on where their members
have particular road safety problems and how they can be solved.


- Walking and Cycling groups can help to identify particular problems for
pedestrians and cyclists and may be able to offer assistance in practical
training courses.


- Transport Operators are responsible for significant parts of many
people journeys. It is possible that better links to their services may
help to reduce safety problems.


- British Horse Society can help to provide training for riding on the
highway and may be able to identify measures to improve the road
safety of horse riders. 


- The media has the ability to publicise information and provide a base
for discussion.  Resources come from national and local news, in-store
promotions, distributions, school activity, complementary advertising,
mailings and radio phone-ins can be used to raise awareness of safety
issues.  The use of web sites on the internet and email communication
is a new way of reaching target audiences to ensure that road safety
messages are readily accessible and influence road user behaviour.
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Action


1. Structured road safety education programmes


2. Encouraging the promotion of road safety and providing support to


children, parents, carers, teachers and school governors 


3. Providing and developing appropriate road safety resources for


parents, carers and teachers 


4. Providing and supporting cycle and pedestrian training activities 


5. Running appropriate publicity and awareness campaigns 


6. Expanding the safer routes to schools programme to offer all


schools the service


7. Undertaking programmes of speed reduction measures in residential


areas 


8. Running appropriate publicity and awareness campaigns for high


risk pedestrian and cyclist groups


9. Providing safer walking and cycling facilities and routes


10. Reducing the dangers to walking and cycling caused by traffic


volume and speed


11. Ensuring that the needs of pedestrians and cyclists (including


mobility impaired) are given a high priority in all modifications to


the road network


12. Promoting advanced riding courses via locally based organisations


13. Encouraging riders to seek refresher and familiarisation training via


direct access organisations


14. Carrying out publicity and awareness campaigns  


15. Working with representatives of motorcycle user groups to look at


issues of concern 


16. Improving road conditions that could be a hazard


17. Undertaking a detailed investigation/audit of crashes involving


powered two-wheeled vehicles


18. Making driver training, improvement and rectification courses


widely available


19. Undertaking publicity and awareness campaigns aimed at key


issues and targetting of high risk groups 


20. Promoting the use of appropriate in car safety equipment for child


seats and restraints


21. Assisting Hampshire Constabulary in providing better and more


effective traffic law enforcement


22. Promoting a better understanding of the road safety consequences


of poor or inappropriate road user behaviour 


23. Offering education and retraining as an alternative to fines and


penalty points in appropriate cases where this would be beneficial


Appendix 5: 


Summary of Key Actions


Target Problem


Child Safety


Pedestrian and Cycle Safety


Powered


Two-Wheeled Vehicle Safety


Driver and Passenger 


Safety


Enforcement and Deterrence


(Safety Of All Road Users







Action


24. Investigating road accidents and treating problem locations, routes


and areas  with engineering measures to reduce the number and


severity of injuries


25. Monitoring trends in road casualties and ensuring that appropriate


action is taken


26. Improving safety at school and college entrances and on routes to


schools and colleges 


27. Improving safety in residential areas by reducing speeds through


traffic calming measures including 20 mph Zones


28. Improving facilities for pedestrians and cyclists


29. Speed management measures will be provided at entrances to


towns, villages and locations with specific speed related injury


accident problems


30. Implementing a system of Road Safety Audits for all significant


changes to the highway network to ensure that they operate as


safely as practicable 


31. Reviewing road improvement and maintenance policies to ensure


that road safety is given a high priority 


32. Re-focusing the Road Safety Forum to take a more strategic and


data led approach to road safety


33. Improving accessibility to road safety information and making it


easier for people to comment on road safety issues and problems
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Target Problem 


Safety of the Road Network


(Safety of All Road Users)


Partnership and


Communication


(Safety of All Road Users)
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1. Introduction


Context


1.1 The Solent Transport Sub-Regional Strategy sets out the broad strategy within which
Hampshire County Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council
aim to manage the transportation challenges and opportunities that the South
Hampshire Sub-Region will face over the next 20 years.


1.2 This Strategy is an annex to the Local Transport Plans (LTPs) of Hampshire County
Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council. As such it forms part
of each authorities full LTP submission and has been developed and endorsed by all
three authorities. In addition, The Isle of Wight Council was also involved in the
preparation of this strategy and it also forms a part of their LTP.


1.3 The three Solent Transport authorities support the Partnership for Urban South
Hampshire (PUSH)1 in developing a strategy to deliver the transport infrastructure as
part of the South Hampshire Strategy within the South East Plan. The South Hampshire
Sub-Region is one of the south east’s major economic centres outside London. It
stretches from Romsey, Totton and The Waterside in the west to Clanfield, Havant and
Emsworth in the east. To the north, it includes Chandlers Ford and Bishops Waltham.
Map 1 shows the geographical boundaries of the strategy area. Additionally, it is
recognised that the Solent sub-regional area is important to those living on and
travelling to the Isle of Wight.


Problems and Opportunities


1.4 The sub-region has a number of transport related challenges emanating from an existing
transportation infrastructure deficit, relatively high density, peninsula geography,
pockets of social deprivation and other specifically local issues. The South East Plan
proposes significant growth in the region over the next 20 years and considerable
investment will be needed to begin to accommodate this proposed growth.


Strategy


1.5 This Strategy incorporates the four shared LTP objectives of the three authorities. These
are accessibility, congestion, road safety and air quality. The long-term transport strategy
for the sub-region is being formulated within the context of the South East Plan. This
Strategy forms an important input to this plan. The South East Plan leads the decision
making process into the size and location of new development and the resulting need
for new transport interventions.


1
Introduction


1 The Partnership for Urban South Hampshire comprises the local authorities of Southampton, Portsmouth and Hampshire together 
with Fareham, Gosport, Havant and Eastleigh. The following district councils with part of their administration within the South
Hampshire urban area are also represented; Winchester, Test Valley, New Forest and East Hampshire.
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1.6 In the development of plans to tackle particular transport issues a three tiered approach
is followed. Reducing journey lengths and the need to travel is the first objective
pursued. Secondly, existing transportation infrastructure will be made best use of and
measures introduced to influence travel choice. Finally, where these two strategies are
not sufficient, new infrastructure is planned.


Solent Transport


1.7 This Strategy represents a transport strategy for Solent Transport. Solent Transport is a
formalised partnership and consists of local authorities, the regional agencies GOSE,
SEERA, SEEDA and the Highways Agency and private sector transport operators such as
rail authorities and port operators. It was launched in March 2003 and has become an
effective delivery vehicle for transport innovation and improvements in the sub-region.
Solent Transport has already had some notable achievements including the launch of
the Solent-wide bus Travelcard, the reopening of Chandlers Ford rail station and the
integration of traffic and travel information services. 


1.8 A key component in terms of infrastructure, promoted through Solent Transport and
PUSH, was to be the South Hampshire Rapid Transit light rail scheme between Fareham,
Gosport and Portsmouth. The local authorities identified this as a critical link to
ameliorate some of the local area’s existing and future congestion problems. In the light
of Government’s refusal to fund this scheme, alternative options to light rail are now
being developed and progressed.


Solent Transport Executive


1.9 This strategy has been endorsed by the elected members of the Solent Transport
Executive:


• Councillor Tim Knight, Executive Member for Environment, Hampshire County 
Council;


• Councillor Alex Bentley, Executive Member for Traffic and Transportation, 
Portsmouth City Council;


• Councillor Jill Baston, Executive Member for Environment and Transport, 
Southampton City Council.


1.10 In addition the strategy is endorsed by the leaders and chief executives of the PUSH
authorities.
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2. Vision


2.1 An overall vision for the Solent area has been established by PUSH as part of a joint
submission to the Regional Assembly on the emerging South East Plan. 


2.2 The PUSH vision is:2


• To address the economic regeneration and development needs of the sub-region by 
delivering a growth rate in gross value added of between 3 and 3.5% per annum over
the period 2006-2026;


• To place a high priority on the identification of a range of appropriate employment 
sites within the sub-region, in support of this goal;


• To deliver sufficient new homes over the period to ensure that housing availability 
and affordability do not constrain this growth objective;


• To provide a suitable volume and mix of housing types and tenures, to meet the 
affordable housing needs of the sub-region over the period;


• To ensure that these development goals are met in a sustainable way, which ensures 
that the quality of life of the sub-region is enhanced and the separation of 
settlements is maintained;


• To ensure that future growth rates are directly related to the provision of appropriate
and adequate infrastructure to meet the needs of existing and expanding 
communities within the sub-regional policy of conditional managed growth. 


2.3 The authorities within the Solent Strategy area want to promote an inclusive
environment for all sectors of society that enables accessibility, reduces congestion and
improves safety and air quality. Figure 1 shows how these common priorities will be
achieved.


2
Vision


2 PUSH Steering group, 27th October 2004
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Figure 1. LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN VISION


LTP vision Shared 
priority


We want to achieve a transport strategy that enhances quality of life and accessibility
economic prosperity by connecting people, communities, 
employment, goods, services and amenities.


We will do this by the effective provision, coordination and congestion
management of transport networks for all modes of 
transport and for all transport users, minimising delays 
and disruption.


We want to minimise the number of casualties and fatalities caused by the safety
operation of the transport networks, with a particular 
emphasis on the safety of vulnerable groups.


We want to protect the people, communities and environments that are air quality
adversely affected by poor air quality, where transport 
can be a significant causal factor.


2.4 The three partner authorities within the Solent strategy area have a number of
corporate objectives, many of which are common to the three authorities. Delivering on
these objectives will contribute toward making the vision a reality. The shared objectives
are tabulated below in Figure 2.


Figure 2 SHARED CORPORATE OBJECTIVES


Shared Corporate Objectives


• To maximise life opportunities and reduce disadvantage.


• To protect the environment


• To achieve economic prosperity


• To build strong and safe communities that value and respect others


• To allow for people to be educated, gain skills, confidence and employment opportunities
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3. Context


3.1 The Solent Area is a densely populated urban area stretching along the South Coast
from the New Forest waterside and Southampton in the west to Portsmouth, Havant
and Hayling Island in the east. The area extends to Eastleigh and Waterlooville in the
north. Although Winchester City falls outside the Solent area, movements to and from
the north are taken into account in the strategy. Map 1 shows the Solent Transport
Strategy area.


3.2 The Isle of Wight is closely associated with the Solent Strategy area. Ferry journeys to
the island and other destinations are important features of the ports of Southampton
and Portsmouth. Access to and from the ferry ports is essential for residents of the
Island and other travellers, both to promote tourism and also to provide access to
facilities not available on the Island, such as specialised healthcare.


3.3 South Hampshire with the two cities of Southampton and Portsmouth is the largest
urban area in the region outside of London and is home to over one million people.
Figure 3 shows the population of the Solent strategy area3.


Figure 3 SOLENT POPULATION


District Total Population


East Hampshire (part) 15,191


Eastleigh 115,900


Fareham 109,000


Gosport 77,400


Havant 116,300


New Forest (part) 68,275


Portsmouth 188,700


Southampton 221,200


Test Valley (part) 43,160


Winchester (part) 16,831


Isle of Wight 132,731


Total 1,104,488


3
Context


3Source: Census of Population 2001
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3.4 The Solent strategy area is one of the south east region’s major economic centres
outside London. Whilst other successful areas in the south east depend upon linkages
with the capital, the Solent area operates in a distinct and largely separate manner to
London, relying more heavily upon connections with other regions and Europe. Overall
levels of car ownership are higher than the national average with 84% of households in
the study area owning one or more cars compared to the national average of 74%.
However, the strategy area does not receive all of the economic and infrastructure
investment that it requires and there are pockets of severe deprivation, with parts of
Portsmouth, Southampton, Gosport and Havant being the most deprived areas in the
Solent.


3.5 The coastline is an intrinsic part of the area’s character, but one that places physical
constraints on movement patterns. The ports of Southampton and Portsmouth are
important gateways to Europe providing a large part of the area’s economy and have a
significant influence in export/import and defence related industries (see Section 4). 


3.6 Historically, a significant proportion of employment in the Solent area has been within
the armed forces, particularly the Royal Navy and there still is a strong reliance on
military and supporting industries. The implementation of the Strategic Defence Review
(Secretary of State for Defence White Paper, July 1998) is having the effect of reducing
the employment associated with the military resulting in a major impact on journey
patterns. Whilst employment used to be heavily concentrated in and around military
installations, employment opportunities are now much more dispersed requiring longer
and more diverse journey patterns, and in turn leading to greater car dependency. This
has had a particular impact on Gosport and Portsmouth. With the decline of traditional
naval industries, the Fareham-Gosport peninsula has experienced a considerable
imbalance between housing and jobs. There are approximately twice as many people in
the labour force as there are local jobs in Gosport4. This creates a considerable amount
of out-commuting, with only 50% of the workforce now living and working in Gosport .
In Portsmouth the naval dockyard is undergoing a transition designed to exploit,
commercially, the facilities that are no longer required for defence purposes.


3.7 Although the Solent is dominated by urban areas, there are significant sections of
countryside providing important buffers, some with environmental designations. Two
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) abut the strategy area: the East Hampshire
and Chichester Harbour AONBs, whilst the area adjoins the newly formed New Forest
National Park and the proposed South Downs National Park (which would replace the
East Hampshire AONB). The strategy area also encompasses a number of areas
protected by European Habitat Designations. Parts of the New Forest, the river valleys,
the Solent Coast and estuaries are protected. Large parts of the area are designated as
Special Protection Areas (SPA) or are candidates for Special Area of Conservation (cSAC).
Some of the sites have international importance under the Ramsar convention. 


3.8 Most of the larger Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in the study area are covered
by European habitat legislation and there are several other sites that are covered by
national legislation. Furthermore, Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)
are designated throughout the strategy area and are protected under current land use
planning policy.


3.9 With regard to the historic built environment, the Solent Strategy area has more than
100 conservation areas in which the built heritage is offered a level of protection. 


4Census, 2001
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4. Problems and Opportunities


International


4.1 Being close to the continent, South Hampshire has a number of European linkages through
the Ports of Southampton and Portsmouth and Southampton International Airport, which
are all designated in the Regional Transport Strategy as International Gateways. Map 2
shows the international, national and regional connections to South Hampshire.


4.2 The Port of Southampton is owned by Associated British Ports (ABP). ABP are also the
Statutory Harbour Authority for much of Southampton Water. The Port directly employs
about 12,000 people and contributes £2 billion to the local economy. The Port handles
23% by value of the UK’s international non-EU sea-borne trade, more than any other UK
port. 38.4 million tonnes of cargo passed through the Port in 2004, ranking it fifth in
the UK by tonnage. The Container Terminal is the second largest in the UK, handling
1.4 million twenty foot equivalent units in 2004. Additionally, Southampton is the UK’s
largest vehicle import/ export port handling 750,000 vehicles annually and is also the
UK’s leading cruise port, being used by 680,000 passengers in 20045. 


4.3 The Port has a national hinterland and is a major trip generator. Its interface with rail,
road and water routes is of national strategic importance. The majority of trip
movements are by road, the principle roads used in Hampshire being the A34, M27 and
M3. The local approach roads are the M271/ A35 to Dock Gate 20 and the A33 to Dock
Gate 4. Around 30% of containers passing through the port are carried by rail. However,
the advent of taller 9’6’’ containers replacing the previous 8’6’’ international standard
means major accommodation works between Southampton and the West Coast
mainline will be needed in order to maintain this proportion in the future.5


4.4 Due to the volume of international traffic that the Port sees, it has the potential to
handle feeder ships. The Port would act as a hub whereby cargo from large vessels
would transfer onto smaller ships that sail to other UK or European destinations.
‘Feedering’ requires the concentration of sufficient volumes of international traffic to
form viable loads for onward services. This presents an opportunity to achieve a modal
shift from road to sea.


4.5 The Port of Portsmouth is the UK’s second busiest continental ferry port, which handled
over 1 million tonnes of freight in 2004 of which over 850,000 tonnes was imports
(mainly fruit and ballast). The port provides:
• Continental ferry services to France, Spain and the Channel Islands serving


passengers and road haulage operators;
• Local passenger ferries to Gosport and Hayling Island;
• Passenger and vehicle ferries and hovercraft to the Isle of Wight (66,000 movements 


annually, carrying 5 million passengers and over 1 million vehicles in 2004).


4
Problems and
Opportunities


5Data from Associated British Ports, 2006.
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4.6 The military port of Marchwood is also an important location on the Solent. Marchwood
is the principal point of embarkation for military logistics and supplies and benefits
from a rail connection with the Fawley branch line. The Esso oil refinery at Fawley also
relies upon the freight line as well as the parallel A326 road.


4.7 Southampton airport currently carries around 1.5 million passengers per year with an
increase of 27.5% on 2003 passenger numbers6. The draft Southampton Airport
Masterplan (2005) estimates passenger numbers will quadruple between 2004 and
2030. The airport is served by eleven airlines and six tour operators flying to around 40
European and UK destinations including Amsterdam Dublin and Paris7. Worldwide
connections are offered by Air France, KLM and SN Brussels creating a global gateway
from the Solent strategy area.


National


4.8 South Hampshire’s strategic road and rail network is well established. The M3 and the
M27 (including the A27(T)) form a part of the Trans European Network (TEN) as do the
main rail links from Southampton to London. The main transport routes into the strategy
area include the A34 trunk road, which links with the M40 and M1 as well as the M3 and
A3(M) linking to the M25 and London. The area is also linked by rail services for
passengers and freight to London, Bristol and the cross country network to Birmingham.


4.9 The growing success of the three international gateways places considerable strain on
the transport networks. Congestion is becoming more acute along the M27/A27(T),
particularly at key junctions. The rail networks need to be enhanced, both to provide
more capacity for passengers and freight movement as well as facilitate the use of more
modern types of containers. The Government’s decision to postpone the much needed
improvement at Hindhead has meant that the A3(M) will continue to operate at less
than its design capacity in providing a strategic route from Portsmouth to London due
to the significant bottleneck at Hindhead. There are also capacity issues related to the
A34 route, particularly around Junction 9 of the M3, which have been accentuated since
the completion of improvements at Chieveley.


Regional


4.10 The transport network also facilitates a number of cross-boundary movements, although
the Solent area is relatively self-contained. The vast majority of commuters remain in the
Solent strategy area when travelling to work and the Regional Transport Strategy places
emphasis on the two cities as sub-regional hubs of employment and economic activity. 


4.11 The South Coast Multi Modal Study concluded that there was no case for a long-
distance strategic south coast route, although there is evidence of some long distance
east-west traffic along the M27, particularly leisure traffic during the summer to Dorset
and the New Forest.


Local


4.12 The M27 mostly operates as a spine for the sub-region, although only 30% of journeys
are made along the full length of the motorway (from Cadnam in the west to Cosham in
the east – a distance of approximately 48km). It does provide the primary means of
accessing the two principal roads that provide access to the North - the A3(M) and the
M3/A34. The parallel A27 passes through so many local settlements, it is inappropriate
for long east-west journeys and the motorway acts as a key part of the local road
network. Map 3 shows the commuting patterns to the cities.


6BAA, 2005.
7BAA, 2005.
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4.13 The number of short journeys and junction-hopping on the M27 creates problems of
congestion and safety. There is considerable weaving in between the closely spaced
junctions. Some relatively steep sections can give rise to queuing behind slow-moving
HGVs. Figure 4 shows the increase in congestion levels on the Solent motorways
between 1998 and 2004. Traffic flows on the motorways are already operating 80%
above their congestion reference flow and continue to grow at over 2% per year. These
volumes are naturally giving concern to the Highways Agency. By 2026, traffic is forecast
to have increased by 40% according to National Road Traffic Forecasts. With the current
lack of alternatives, such increases are likely to lead to acute congestion across the
motorway network within the Solent area.


Figure 4. CONGESTION LEVELS ON THE SOLENT MOTORWAYS


4.14 The coastline causes considerable problems of accessibility for many of the towns and
cities in the Solent area. This is especially relevant in relation to urban areas that are
separated by the coast e.g. Hamble River crossing, Hythe and the Waterside as well as
Gosport and Portsmouth. Ferry connections to the Isle of Wight are vital. The island is
the largest in the UK without a fixed link to the mainland, so the maintenance high
quality ferry connections, which include the terminals at both Southampton and
Portsmouth, is of great importance.


4.15 Gosport in particular suffers from poor access, with no heavy rail line and only one
major road connection - the A32. As Map 3 illustrates, the proximity of Gosport to the
major employment centre, Portsmouth is hampered by the severance of Portsmouth
Harbour.  While around 1,200 Gosport commuters use the ferry to Portsmouth each
day, nearly 2.5 times as many drive to Portsmouth contributing to the 6,600 peak period
vehicles on the A32 to Fareham and beyond with a further 3,200 using the B3334 at
peak times to destinations to the west.


4.16 The quality of the public transport networks varies across the Solent area. There is
generally good rail access from Southampton to London and from Portsmouth to London.
However, rail links between Portsmouth and Southampton are not ideal as there are only
two to three trains per hour, the quickest taking nearly 40 minutes and the hourly
stopping service taking almost an hour. The re-opening of Chandlers Ford train station in
2003 provides a more accessible train service for those who live and work in the
Chandlers Ford area. Since this new facility was opened, usage has rapidly grown to
around 11,000 journeys per month, of whom about 30% previously travelled by car.
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4.17 The Solent area is served by 15 different bus companies, who provide the majority of
local services on a commercial basis. Many services that are required to run at off-peak
times (during the evenings and at weekends) and to peripheral areas or outlying villages
are provided under contract to the local authorities. A number of Quality Bus
Partnerships have been established with the major bus companies on specific corridors,
where on-street infrastructure and priority measures have been accompanied by modern
accessible buses, often with frequency enhancements. An example of the joined-up
approach to such quality enhancements is the Zip network of services that make use of
the A3 corridor between Horndean, Waterlooville and Portsmouth. Modern low floor
buses, featuring the Zip branding are now serving this route on an improved frequency,
and benefit from the priority measures that have been provided progressively across the
border in both Hampshire and Portsmouth, with Government support. Patronage along
the Hampshire section of this corridor rose by 5.3% between 2001 and 2003 and this is
expected to rise as the construction work concludes and local awareness of the route
increases. It is possible that this corridor could be a candidate for First Group’s new
streetcar concept.


4.18 At the western end of the area, a number of other innovative approaches have been
introduced, including the introduction of a network of Nightbus/Nightlink services in
Southampton and Eastleigh, which link leisure venues with residential areas to provide
a late-night transport-home service. The University of Southampton has established a
comprehensive network of services under the Unilink brand that operate between their
different campuses and the City Centre utilising high-quality, low-floor vehicles. Initially
devised to meet the transport needs of the University, the services, with their flat-fare
structure and high-frequency timetable, are proving increasingly popular with the
general public. Additionally, the free City Link bus service connects Southampton
Central Train Station, West Quay Shopping Centre and Town Quay on a 10 minute
frequency.


4.19 Map 4 illustrates the level of bus use for journeys to work across the Solent area, with
strong levels of usage in Southampton and a lower level in Portsmouth where there are
significantly higher levels of ferry use, walking and cycling, but very little use over the
rest of the sub-region. Many of these areas such as Hedge End, Whiteley, Valley Park and
Horndean saw most of their development in the latter part of the 20th Century when
the new motorways provided much needed extra road capacity. With high levels of car
ownership and usage in these areas and a history of low density development with
plentiful parking, the lower level of bus provision and use is somewhat inevitable.


4.20 The fact that services are operated by so many operators, with different levels of
frequencies and fares has meant that the total offering is rarely considered as a cohesive
network. The establishment of the Solent Travelcard is a powerful tool in encouraging
bus use across company boundaries and breaking down the reluctance of residents to
use their bus services. The use of the Travelcard, as a commercial product has grown
steadily over the period since its introduction in March 2004 and its extension to new
markets, through workplace travel planning and rail availability is being actively
pursued. The ticket is currently used for over 250,000 bus journeys a year.


4.21 Experience from the County Council’s recent ‘Infomotion’ project suggests that
individuals often make travel choices based on a misunderstanding of the alternatives
available to them. This will be addressed through better marketing of all travel options
within a given area. The development of real-time passenger information for bus
passengers under programmes such as ROMANSE in Southampton and PORTAL in
Portsmouth contributes to growing passenger satisfaction and patronage on those
routes using the technology.
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5. Objectives


5.1 The Strategy incorporates the four shared priorities of the three authority’s new LTP’s
(2006 – 2011). These shared priorities are:


• Accessibility;
• Congestion;
• Road Safety;
• Air Quality.


Accessibility


5.2 The authorities have developed a broader approach to accessibility than that required
by the LTP guidance. It incorporates the DfT requirements and extends the concept of
“mobility management” that features in the regional transport strategy.


5.3 A full and systematic audit of accessibility to a range of services and destinations has
been carried out. This audit is now informing action plans for each service and
destination which includes both transport and non-transport interventions. The action
plans consider the prospects for bringing services to the customer rather than helping
customers travel to the service. The action plans for specific geographic areas will be
combined to produce coordinated travel plans for towns and communities. Marketing
and travel planning will be coordinated within this process.


5.4 An additional element of the accessibility strategy is the concept of urban centre
accessibility. This addresses the problem of severance within settlements and attempts
to encourage intra-urban movement, especially for pedestrians and cyclists.


5.5 Accessibility modelling has been used to assist in these audits and build up pictures of
which areas suffer from poor accessibility. Specialist software called Accession has been
used for this purpose, which has been made available to all local government
authorities.


Congestion


5.6 The strategic transport model has identified those areas of the network that are subject
to congestion and has been used to predict the impact on that congestion of different
development scenarios and intervention measures. These cover a range of approaches,
starting with efforts to reduce journey lengths and the need to travel. This may be
achieved by providing services in a different way, by a range of demand management
approaches or by marketing the costs and consequences of continued reliance on
private car journeys at busy times. Where this is not practicable, measures will be put in
place to maximise the existing network, to make best use of available assets, assisted by
traffic management and active maintenance regimes, boosting the attractiveness of the
public transport alternatives, through investment, marketing and other measures to


5
Objectives
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enhance the quality of service on offer. The active modes, walking and cycling, will be
assisted by better signing, training, publicity and maintenance, to attract those who are
currently making very short journeys by car. The strategic network also suffers from
being highly susceptible to significant delays caused by relatively minor incidents on the
network. Measures will be considered to reduce the impact of these incidents on the
network where possible.


5.7 Where there is no alternative but to provide additional capacity, a range of measures will
be used, including intelligent transport systems, road and junction improvements,
public transport infrastructure, such as rail stations, bus priority measures, better
interchanges and mass transit, together with better footpaths and cycleways. A renewed
investigation is being made into the role that water transport and local ferries can play
in providing relief to the crowded road network, although the absence of piers and
jetties along the coast is an immediate impediment.


Road Safety


5.8 The strategy will be managed through continuing co-ordinated programmes of
engineering measures coupled with road safety education, training, publicity and
awareness. Of particular importance is the need for active enforcement of road traffic
laws.


5.9 One increasing difficulty is the apparent random pattern of road traffic accidents which
is emerging. The authorities have been relatively successful in reducing the accident rate
in the past through tackling accident hot spots through specific engineering works at
those locations. It is increasingly difficult to find engineering solutions when there
appears to be less of a pattern in the accidents occurring. 


Air Quality


5.10 The transport contribution to areas that suffer poor air quality needs to be addressed.
Air Quality Management Areas have been or will be established for specific areas within
the following settlements:


• Southampton (6);
• Portsmouth (13);
• Totton;
• Eastleigh;
• Fareham (around a section of the A32).


5.11 Action plans are being developed to achieve improvements in air quality at these sites,
recognising that transport is the principal cause, in most cases, of poor urban air quality.
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6. Long Term Strategy


6.1 There are severe existing transport issues throughout the Solent area, particularly
associated with accessibility and congestion. As well as investment in infrastructure to
accommodate new development, there is a need for significant investment in
infrastructure to address existing problems. 


6.2 The long-term transport strategy for the Solent area is being formulated within the
context of the South East Plan development work. The strategy needs to take into
account the size and location of new development and the resulting need for new
transport interventions.


6.3 The South East Plan proposes that the South Hampshire area should accommodate
between 2,800 and 4,000 additional dwellings every year until 2026. Much of this
growth is proposed to be accommodated through making best use of urban capacity
including the development of brown field sites in Portsmouth and Southampton and
other established urban areas. Two Strategic Development Areas (SDAs) are also
proposed. One to the north-east of Hedge End is proposed to accommodate 6,000
residential units and one to the north of Fareham is planned to accommodate 10,000
units. Although the long-term strategy will not be finalised for some time, some of the
key proposals and policies are currently being established. Map 5 shows the location of
the proposed SDAs and the major infrastructure improvements required to
accommodate them and existing traffic.


6.4 The long term strategy’s policies and proposals are being influenced by the Integrated
Transport and Land Use Model for the Solent area. This model has tested different land
use scenarios and various transportation interventions which provides a robust
evidential base for the strategy. Several scenarios have been tested, including those
which include road building, improvements in public transport, smarter choices and
more radical demand management. The scenario which had the most impact in tackling
the congestion forecast in 2026 required radical demand management measures.


6.5 A list of Critical Infrastructure Requirements giving an indication of the level of
investment needed is included at the end of this Annex as Figure 5. It suggests a total
of approximately £1.67bn is needed to tackle the current infrastructure deficit as well as
prepare for the growth strategy of the South East Plan.


6
Long Term Strategy
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6.6 The Solent authorities also propose to encompass accessibility planning for a wider
range of facilities and destinations than the four main areas identified by the DfT - food
shopping, further education, healthcare and employment. In addition to these
destinations it is intended that the longer-term strategy will focus on accessibility to:


• The international gateways of the two ports and the airport;
• Portsmouth and Southampton as the two “hubs” identified in the regional transport 


strategy;
• The transport interchanges of Havant and Ryde;
• Other key transport facilities, such as rail stations, bus stations, ferry terminals and 


inter-modal freight interchanges;
• Other town and district centres, with a particular emphasis on encouraging local 


journeys to the closest urban centre;
• Major tourism and leisure destinations, such as museums, Portsmouth historic 


dockyard, the two important football grounds and the major new county cricket 
ground;


• Important centres of non-food shopping, especially those at Southampton’s West 
Quay, Whiteley Outlet Village and Portsmouth’s City Centre, Gunwharf Quays and 
Southsea.


6.6 Additionally, the concept of the Premium Network has been established in order to
deliver the improvements. The Premium Network would offer fast, reliable links on a
regular, clock face basis (reducing the need for timetables) for communities to access
their local centres of employment, health, retail and leisure activities. This network will
provide the majority of links between well appointed premium interchanges and the
city centres and will usually be provided by high quality buses, but may also be offered,
in appropriate circumstances, by guided bus, streetcar (intermediate technology), light
rail or train. 


6.7 The LTP of each of the authorities is based on three incremental strategies. They will
help determine how problems of congestion and accessibility are tackled in each
location. In priority order, these are:


1 REDUCE: Wherever practicable and relevant, to reduce journey lengths and the 
need to travel.


2 MANAGE: Where journeys cannot be avoided, to make the best use of existing 
infrastructure across all modes and introduce measures to influence travel choices.


3 INVEST: If unavoidable travel demand cannot be met by the existing infrastructure 
then to provide additional infrastructure.


6.8 Not all of the strategies will be relevant for each destination or service. For example, it
may be undesirable and inappropriate in economic terms to reduce the need to travel
to tourism destinations.


6.9 The three local authorities have actively engaged the local communities, strategic
partnerships and elected representatives in consultation and dialogue on the transport
solutions for the area. These include public exhibitions and meetings to discuss local
issues. An example is the Gosport Peninsula Access Panel, which advises Hampshire
County Council’s Solent Area Transport Panel. This panel will look at innovative ways of
helping people travel more efficiently on the peninsula and discuss possible solutions
involving both reduce, manage and invest measures.
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Reduce


6.10 The long-term strategy includes a range of measures designed to reduce the need to
travel. This includes land-use policies to co-locate housing, employment and retail
development in order to create sustainable communities. In contributing to the South
East Plan, the PUSH authorities are developing land-use policies which aim to correct
existing imbalances in communities. For example, this could include measures to create
employment opportunities on the Gosport Peninsula, in order to tackle the mismatch
between housing and jobs.


6.11 The overall spatial strategy for the Solent area will continue to favour concentrated
development within and around the two cities. The intention is to encourage shorter
journeys from within the wider area surrounding each city and to discourage longer
journeys from one city to the other. The strategy approach continues a long standing
commitment to improving links to the cities from their hinterlands, reflecting the needs
of the local communities across the Solent area. Not withstanding this, links between
the two cities will need to be reviewed in the emerging spatial strategy as part of the
South East Plan.


6.12 The long-term strategy also includes a vigorous programme of travel planning. This will
cover the traditional travel planning of schools and workplaces. In addition, the Solent
authorities are developing a new and innovative approach that will coordinate travel
planning for the wider range of destinations detailed in Chapter 5. Access to
Southampton Airport will be a key issue in helping to promote the airport which will
boost the local economy and discourage people from travelling further a field to other
airports.


6.13 Demand management measures will also be considered as part of the longer term
strategy. Studies are currently underway that will include an assessment of the full range
of fiscal and physical demand management measures that can be introduced without
stifling or distorting sustainable economic growth.


6.14 Other techniques to reduce the need to travel particularly in peak times include
marketing, information and personalised journey planning. Consideration has also be
given to other initiatives such as car clubs, the first of which was launched at Gunwharf
Quays, Portsmouth in November 2005. The longer-term strategy will encourage greater
use of “smarter working” measures, including working from home, flexible and
staggered working hours, nine-day fortnights, video conferencing, etc. At a recent
Hampshire Economic Partnership conference on transport, these measures were
particularly favoured by local business representatives.


Manage


6.15 The longer term strategy includes a variety of initiatives to tackle congestion and
inaccessibility by managing the network to make best use of existing infrastructure
across all modes.


6.16 For roads infrastructure, this includes an effective and thorough application of the
Traffic Management Act role for the three transport authorities. The authorities are
working with the Highways Agency on a review of Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS)
on both the motorway and local road networks. This could include enhancements to
the ground-breaking ROMANSE traffic and travel information system. The authorities are
also committed to effective road maintenance programmes. For example, Portsmouth
City Council have recently embarked on an innovative private finance initiative contract
for road maintenance. In a similar vein, Southampton City Council have utilised the
new prudential borrowing powers to fund a major five-year programme of improved
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highway maintenance and street scene enhancement.
6.17 The longer-term strategy envisages that the authorities will continue their efforts


through the Solent Transport partnership to make the best use of public transport. This
is likely to include extension of the Solent bus Travelcard to rail and local ferry services.
It is also likely to include better information for passengers with the extension of real-
time passenger information throughout the area. Innovations such as smartcards and
mobile phone timetable alerts are also under development.


6.18 Measures to improve walking and cycling facilities will also feature in the longer-term
strategy. There is a particular emphasis on the need to improve local travel within towns
and cities. Promotion of existing routes and facilities will have a key role to play within
the strategy. 


Invest


6.19 Even with measures to reduce and manage travel demand, it is evident that investment
in new infrastructure will be needed. The early outputs from the strategic transport
model show that many road links will be considerably over capacity by 2016. For
example, even with suppressed and diverted demand, traffic on the mid section of the
M27 (between Junctions 8 and 9) is forecast to grow by 16% to 28% above congestion
reference flow. Many other links are predicted to see higher rates of growth. This is
likely to prompt demand for either more road capacity or an improved public transport
network or both. The existing public transport network does not have sufficient capacity
to meet these needs without significant investment. Demand management measures
might help to constrain this growth in traffic demand but this should not be at the
expense of the economic vitality of the sub-region. However, scope for demand
management measures is severely limited without effective public transport alternatives.


6.20 At a strategic level, public transport movements are identified by a series of links
between the strategic hubs in city centres and local hubs at stations or interchanges.
The proposed interchange at Ryde is a good example of this approach, as will be the
redevelopment of Southampton Central rail station. In keeping with the concept of a
“twin-city” sub-region, this system of hubs and spokes fits with the Regional Transport
Strategy. As the requirements of the South East Plan become clearer, this network will
be expanded upon by improved bus and rail services, or guided bus technology.


6.21 A complementary stream of investment will be in bus priority measures along the
spokes and to link with park and ride sites. An early example of this investment is the
bus priority corridor from Horndean and Waterlooville to Portsmouth along the A3
which is currently under construction. Proposals are being developed for park and ride
sites around the cities, to be complemented by quality access routes into the cities and
improved interchanges. Plans are under way for the removal of pinch points on key bus
routes, for example those from the Bitterne direction, which will become available for
park and ride services into Southampton from the east.


6.22 The strategy envisages a growing role for rail, where capacity would be increased
through timetabling enhancements and low cost measures. Further enhancements to
the heavy rail lines could be introduced in the future, to support the pattern of spatial
distribution. The long-needed enhancement of the rail freight gauge between
Southampton and the West Midlands is essential if further lorry movements are not to
transfer to road, as 9ft 6 containers arrive at Southampton Docks in increasing numbers
for onward distribution in the UK. This would otherwise seriously affect the local
motorway network and the A34 between Winchester and Oxfordshire. The A34 study
will need to take account of the lower end of the M3 motorway and its impact upon the
M27 within the Solent area.
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6.23 Land-use policies to allocate employment land close to residential areas will not, in
themselves, be sufficient to tackle the high levels of peak time commuting across the
sub-region. Other measures to reduce the need to travel, such as smarter working, will
be employed to complement investment, but road construction would be unlikely to
resolve congestion problems and do nothing to encourage a switch to public transport.


6.24 Nevertheless, a number of road schemes may be required to unlock land for access to
development sites, or to serve major traffic objectives. These could include the
Chickenhall Lane Link Road, improved port access to Dock Gate 4 at Southampton and
bypasses for Botley and Stubbington, which will be subject to further consideration
within the context of the South East Plan.
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7. Five Year Plan


7.1 It is anticipated that approximately £55million of new LTP investment will be invested in
the Solent area by the authorities in the five year period (excluding funds for
maintaining existing infrastructure). This total will be supplemented by an estimated
£9m in developer’s contributions over the same period.


7.2 In keeping with the developing long term strategy, access to the two cities will be a
priority area with both Southampton and Portsmouth developing bus priority measures
on key radial routes and seeking to develop the potential for park and ride schemes.
The authorities will continue to promote improved public transport through quality
partnerships, upgrading facilities for interchange, information, intelligent transport
systems and promoting park and ride. The individual authority’s LTPs include up to
date details of proposed schemes in their areas over the next five years. Figure 5
(Critical Infrastructure Requirements) at the end of this annex indicates, a list of
strategic schemes proposed in the 2006 – 2011 period (and beyond) across the three
authorities.


7.3 Safety measures, safe routes to school and encouragement of healthy transport modes
remain priorities for all three authorities particularly encouraging the use of alternatives
to the car for shorter journeys. The County Council is introducing a programme of
improved access to town centres and improving conditions for pedestrians and other
road users within them with particular emphasis on equalities and this mirrors the work
being done in the cities (as transport hubs) and district centres. In these areas
regeneration, severance issues and access to services, using the new accessibility
planning techniques, will be important. In the cities, Eastleigh and Totton measures are
planned to deal with air quality issues. There will be traffic management and specific
measures to tackle local congestion but a long term strategy involving a range of
partners in Solent Transport are the key to resolving this problem. However the five
year programme will contain elements to address the long term strategy of reducing the
reliance on the car by providing part of the infrastructure required for alternative
transport and improved local facilities.


7.4 The programme has been developed to reflect the outcomes of the South East Plan and
the deliberations of the PUSH partners. In parallel with the programme of schemes for
the next five years, the authorities will set down a transport vision and establish a
longer term programme of schemes that will feed into LTP3 and equip the sub-region
for the period up to 2026.


7
Five Year Plan
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8. Monitoring


8.1 It is important to monitor progress in order to assess the effectiveness of schemes and
programmes.


8.2 The three authorities will jointly monitor progress using a range of indicators across
their areas. Work has already started establishing a joint baseline data set. This will
enable the authorities to consider Solent wide targets in the future, if feasible.


8.3 Partnership working with regards to monitoring already exists in many areas. For
example, the Hampshire Strategic Casualty Reduction Partnership, established in 2003,
aims to deliver road programmes and policies that meet shared objectives for safer
roads. The partnership consists of the three authorities and the Isle of Wight, as well as
other agencies working in this area, including the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety
Camera Partnership.


8.4 Each of the authorities have set individual targets for their areas which are contained in
their own LTPs.


8
Monitoring
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Assessment of F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility  
 
Plan Option/ Measure F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Slight positive Will reduce congestion through making 
public transport, walking and cycling more 
attractive. 


Slight positive 
Will limit traffic growth through encouraging 
modal shift, and making public transport, 
walking and cycling more attractive and 
reducing produce miles. 


Will increase travel choice by making public 
transport, walking and cycling more attractive 
and, improving fares schemes, through 
ticketing and improving interchanges. 


Moderate positive 


Will reduce the number of car trips by 
encouraging modal shift. 


Moderate positive 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport 


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Improves air quality by encouraging more 
people to use public transport, walking and 
cycling and reducing produce miles. 


Congestion currently experienced within 
Newport at peak times 
 
The LDF current LDF spatial development 
options for the Island are likely to result in 
population growth and therefore could result in 
traffic growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island but 
Environmental Health Department advise that 
air quality thresholds could be exceeded in the 
future if major development takes place on the 
Island increasing population and if ferry sizes 
and/or activity increases.  
 


Reversible effects 
 
Not enough detail regarding number of 
measures or locations to make a judgement 
regarding magnitude. Key benefits of 
measures will be experienced at peak times. 
 
Increased use of public transport has the 
potential to achieve modal shift and reduce 
levels of roadside local air pollution in urban 
areas 


Low – little detail regarding actual 
measures, timing, location etc (but 
covered in implementation section) 


Link to more detailed measures to 
reduce congestion under the 
‘Tackling Congestion’ objective 
within the Five Year Strategy. 
 
Ensure as many measures as 
possible are put in place, ensuring 
the most effective action to 
improve air quality. 


Slight positive 


 
Initiatives could involve transport 
developments and therefore there is 
potential to affect the risk of people and 
property from erosion and instability. 


Areas of instability on the Island particularly on 
parts of the coast. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas.  
 
Permanent effects, although most of the 
possible solutions have limited land take or 
infrastructure development  
 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure that the initiatives do not 
put property or people at risk from 
instability and erosion.  


No effect  


Initiatives could involve transport 
developments, potentially on the coast and 
therefore there is potential to affect the 
coastline and amenity. 


Transport infrastructure and activity along the 
coastline includes ferry activity, ports including 
landing and storage areas, transport of goods 
by boat, sailing, roads, piers, jetties, and car 
parks. Most parts of the Island are not far from 
the coast. Parts of the coastline are defended 
to protect people and property but this can be 
in conflict with nature conservation because 
some habitats and species depend on natural 
coastal processes. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas.  
 
Permanent effects of damage to coastline. 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure that the initiatives do not 
damage the coastline or amenity 
at the coast through transport 
developments.  


No effect  


Initiatives could involve transport 
developments and therefore through 
construction and surface water run-off could 
give rise to the contamination of land. 


Parts of the Island likely to be affected by land 
contamination due to past activity, transport 
related particularly where fuel is stored, where 
vehicles are washed down and from surface 
water run-off from roads and car parks. There 
are a number of groundwater protection zones 
on the Island. 


Permanent effects, although most of the 
possible solutions have limited land take or 
infrastructure development  
 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure that actions do not give 
rise to contamination of land from 
fuel storage, vehicle wash down 
areas and surface run-off. 


No effect  


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Initiatives could give rise to damage to areas 
important for geology or to inhibit geological 
processes through transport infrastructure 
developments. 


A number of sites across the Island are 
important for geology. However, it is assumed 
that the measures proposed to tackle 
congestion will predominantly occur in town 
centres (with the possible exception of 
proposals to extend walking and cycling 
routes). The areas important for geology and 
geomorphology on the Island mainly occur on 
the coast and at quarries. The exception is 
Sandown and Shanklin where a RIGG is 
located on the beach, at the boundary of the 
defined town centre. 
Geological processes occur particularly at the 
coast. 


Permanent effects, although most of the 
possible solutions have limited land take or 
infrastructure development  
 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure that any transport 
development does not damage 
sites important for geology or 
inhibit geological processes. 


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Initiatives could involve engineering works  
which could give rise to an increase in 
surface water run-off. 


Watercourses and groundwater particularly 
vulnerable to surface water run-off from roads 
and car parks. 


Reversible effects, though potential for 
cumulative effects from run off from areas of 
hardstanding (eg park and ride schemes) 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure any transport 
developments do not increase 
surface run-off and make use of 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems.  


No effect  Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 
 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Initiatives could negatively affect water 
quality through construction and surface 
water run-off. 


Watercourses, groundwater, bathing water 
and surface water vulnerable to pollution from 
transport such as via surface water run-off 
from roads and car parks, from ferry and other 
boat activity and development adjacent to 
watercourses, the coast and estuaries such as 
bridges, port developments, roads etc. Several 
groundwater protection zones on the Island 
mainly in southern half of Island. 


Permanent effects of pollution. 
 
Timing – temporary pollution due to 
construction (e.g. siltation of watercourse). 
Continuous pollution possible when schemes 
complete. 


Low – locations and probability of 
development taking place unknown 


Ensure any transport 
developments do not give rise to 
contamination of water courses or 
groundwater due to construction 
works or during operation. Make 
use of sustainable urban drainage 
systems and use interceptors to 
prevent pollution to watercourses. 


No effect  


The initiatives could positively or negatively 
affect townscapes and settlement characters 
across the Island through improvements to 
interchanges, new cycle and walking routes, 
and safety schemes. The initiatives should 
also limit traffic growth which would help 
protect landscapes and townscapes by 
alleviating congestion in urban areas, and by 
reducing the numbers of journeys across the 
Island. 
 
Enhancement of the landscape and 
settlement character would be possible 
through good design of transport 
development and through reducing traffic 
particularly in urban areas. 


Conservation areas across the Island 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts important for 
landscape value. 


Permanent effects on townscape through 
physical changes from e.g. new paths, bays, 
interchanges. 
 


Slight positive  Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Although initiatives would limit traffic growth 
which would have a positive effect on the 
AONB and Heritage Coast, improving 
access (through improvements to public 
transport, improving cycling and walking 
routes and increasing road access for the 
elderly and disabled) could increase 
movements across the Island made by 
mode other than the car and negatively 
impact upon the AONB. 
 
The Heritage Coasts could also be 
negatively impacted through an increase in 
movement across the Island. 
 


AONB covers almost half of the Island and 
Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage coasts on 
north and south coasts. 


Reversible effects on AONB and Heritage 
Coasts due to increased movement across the 
Island e.g. walking, cycling, although access 
could be managed with existing initiatives (i.e. 
signs, restricting access to certain areas) and 
therefore effects likely to be minor.  


Low – potential to increase traffic, 
cycling and walking in AONB and 
Heritage Coasts not known.  


Ensure that any new signage is 
carefully considered with respect 
to visual intrusion. Consult with the 
Council Conservation Officer.  
 
Ensure any new transport 
development is integrated into the 
landscape or townscape and 
enhances settlement character. 
 
Ensure that increasing access into 
the AONB and/or Heritage Coasts 
for walkers and cyclists is carefully 
considered with respect to impacts 
on the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts. Work with AONB office to 
manage access. No effect  


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 


Initiatives involve some development and 
therefore there is a potential to negatively 
affect designated sites. 


The Island contains a wealth of designated 
sites for nature conservation. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects 
to sites depending on development proposed. 


Low – do not know locations of paths, 
interchanges and other transport 
developments. 


Ensure that designated sites are 
not adversely affected by transport 
development such as destruction, 
fragmentation of sites or through 
pollution such as surface run-off 
from roads. Ensure that the 
Ecology Officer is consulted on 
transport schemes to reduce 
impacts on designated sites. 


Slight negative - uncertainty 







Plan Option/ Measure F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


terrestrial and freshwater).  
- To maintain and / or increase 


biodiversity and the variety of 
habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative 


Initiatives involve some development and 
therefore there is a potential to negatively 
affect habitats which are not necessarily 
designated for wildlife value. 


The Island contains a variety of BAP priority 
habitats and species. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects 
to habitats depending on development 
proposed i.e. location of new town cycle / 
pedestrian routes, where and how park and 
ride sites and extended. 


Low – do not know locations or 
likelihood of developments  


Ensure that priority BAP habitats 
are not adversely affected by 
transport development or pollution 
such as surface run-off from roads. 
Ensure that the Ecology Officer is 
consulted on transport schemes to 
reduce impacts on priority BAP 
habitats. 


Slight negative - uncertainty 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative  
 
 


Development could occur as a part of the 
initiatives which may pose a risk to the fabric 
and setting of some heritage sites. In 
general reducing traffic through modal shift 
should have a positive effect on 
conservation areas. 
 
Increasing access would result in more 
movement around the Island which might 
pose a risk to heritage sites. 


There are numerous archaeological sites, 
historic parks and gardens, conservation 
areas, listed buildings and other important 
heritage buildings etc across the Island.  


Cumulative impact of more movement around 
Island as a result of increasing access to 
public transport, walking and cycling routes? 
 
Permanent effects of developments within 
town centres and near conservation areas. 
 
Potential permanent effects on heritage sites 
through increased access.  
 


Low – no detail regarding locations of 
new transport development, such as 
new walking and cycling routes etc. 


Ensure the setting and fabric of 
historic sites are not negatively 
affected by new transport 
development such as the 
extension of footpaths etc. Ensure 
developments, such as 
interchanges are sympathetic to 
conservation areas and other 
important built heritage. If 
proposals include land take 
potential impacts on unrecorded 
archaeological sites or remains 
should be assessed. Where 
possible ensure traffic is diverted 
away from conservation areas. 
Ensure work with Council 
Conservation Officer to avoid 
impacts to heritage sites and 
develop mitigation (e.g. routes, 
design) if necessary. 


Slight negative 


Will reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island through encouraging 
modal shift, and reducing product miles. 


Global issue Not enough detail regarding scale of measures 
and how this would manifest in limits or 
reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
Potential for positive cumulative effects? 


Low – little detail regarding probability 
of initiatives being put in place. 


Ensure work with town planning to 
locate new development to 
minimise the need to travel. 
Ensure maximising initiatives to 
increase modal shift and 
encourage walking and cycling. 
Trial alternative fuels in PT fleet 


Slight positive 


No effect – measures do not include fuels   High None No effect 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative / slight positive  
 


Some transport development is proposed 
which could be in areas at risk from flooding 
and the other effects of climate change such 
as increased storm events and increased 
wave action (vulnerable at the coast).  


Flooding is an issue in some parts of the 
Island, particularly in Newport and Cowes and 
at some inland locations and others along the 
coast. Environment Agency flood risk maps 
show areas potentially at risk from flooding in 
and around Yarmouth, the River Yar, Ryde, 
Brading, Sandown and Shanklin and 
extending inland from Sandown and Shanklin. 


Reversible effects because flooding and storm 
events would be temporary. Some transport 
development may be appropriate within the 
floodplain e.g. permeable car parks. 
Vulnerability to climate change would be 
permanent. 


Low – Do not know where 
developments might occur and the 
probability of initiatives being put in 
place. 


Undertake flood risk assessments 
for any developments within the 
floodplain. Work with the 
Environment Agency to identify 
appropriate types of development 
to take place within areas at risk 
from flooding and vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. 


Slight negative 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Potential to make the Island safer through 
helping to improve training of riders of 
powered-two wheeled vehicles, and through 
increased policing, improvements to CCTV, 
design, street lighting and education. 


Powered two-wheeler and car casualties are 
substantially higher than for the whole of 
England. The Island has an aging population 
and as a result injuries to older drivers are 
more than in the whole of Great Britain. 
Severity rate is worse on Island than whole of 
Great Britain and highway maintenance trends 
on recent years identified increasing number 
of crash locations where low skidding 
resistance may have been a contributory 


Permanent effects introducing CCTV, design 
measures, street lighting etc. 


Moderate Ensure accessibility of education 
and training to powered two-
wheeler vehicles is high across the 
Island. 


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


factor. 


Will increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling through improving routes and 
facilities, and introducing new town routes.  


- Permanent effects – measures will increase 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 


Moderate – although location and 
extent of improvements unknown. 


Ensure improvements to existing 
footpaths and cycleways which 
maximise access and use. Ensure 
paths are safe and facilities such 
as cycle parking are provided in 
appropriate locations. 


Moderate positive  


Potential to reduce traffic and therefore 
noise and vibration from transport at ports. 


No effect 


Potential to reduce traffic on the Island 
through increasing access to public transport 
and therefore potential to reduce noise and 
vibration from transport in urban areas. 


No effect 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Potential to decrease traffic through 
increasing accessibility to public transport 
which should benefit tranquil areas. 


Exact locations of sensitive receptors and their 
vulnerability to transport noise and vibration in 
town centres vary from location to location (i.e. 
schools, hospitals, residential areas). 
 
Tranquil areas likely to be located within the 
AONB and Heritage Coasts and will therefore 
be more vulnerable to impacts from noise and 
vibration from transport.  


Reversible effects – slight potential to reduce 
noise and vibration effects through reduction in 
traffic but could increase due to a large scale 
development in a certain area. Noise levels 
could also change due to technology – 
reducing noise from slow moving vehicles (e.g. 
electric vehicles)  


Low – potential to reduce noise 
through traffic reduction is very small. 
Assume that decreasing congestion 
will not increase traffic speeds 
significantly to affect noise levels from 
roads across the Island. Potential to 
decrease traffic in rural and therefore 
more tranquil areas likely to be less 
significant than in areas of major PT 
services. 


Work with planning to ensure that 
new development (such as 
residential, hospitals, schools) are 
located away from existing noisy 
activities such as ports. Ensure 
that traffic is not directed through 
the AONB or Heritage Coasts and 
work to direct heavy goods 
vehicles away from more sensitive 
residential areas. 


No effect 


Will not affect impact of severance by sea. Severance by sea mainly a result of cost of 
ferries. Affects most people on the Island and 
those wishing to visit from the mainland. 


No effect Low – no initiatives to address costs 
and sea links. Little information about 
what improvements could be 
achieved 


Uncertain mitigation No effect 


Will improve access to public transport by 
increasing frequency and reliability, 
expanding concessionary fare scheme and 
reducing perception of high fares, increasing 
network coverage, improved signage and 
routes to stops, through ticketing, safer and 
improved interchanges, new cycleway and 
footpath town rotes etc.  


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude although should benefit most 
people on the Island. 
 
Reversible – effect related to policy which can 
be changed, and choices and perceptions 
which can change   


Moderate – uncertainty regarding 
which initiatives will be put in place 
and which will not. 


Ensure initiatives are put in place 
to improve access to public 
transport. 


Moderate positive 


Will improve access to services and facilities 
through improvements to public transport 
(stops, reliability, coverage, information etc) 
improving walking and cycling routes and 
facilities, improved crossings and disabled 
bays and facilities, increased safety and 
reducing fear of crime and promoting the 
use of powered two-wheelers. 


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude although should benefit most 
people on the Island. 
 
Reversible – effect related to policy which can 
be changed, market forces (retail and choices 
and perceptions which can change   


Moderate – uncertainty regarding 
which initiatives will be put in place 
and which will not. 


Ensure all measures are put in 
place to improve access to 
services. 


Moderate positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive  


Should increase access to the countryside 
by improving signing and introducing new 
town routes for foot and cycle paths. 


The Isle of Wight Council has achieved 100% 
rights of way opened and signed. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 
 
 


Moderate – although location and 
extent of improvements unknown. 


Maximise improvements to 
existing footpaths and cycleways 
which connect urban areas where 
people live to the countryside 


Slight positive 


Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


No effect – initiatives do not specifically  
include any proposals to include recycled 
materials within any developments. 


- No effect Low – uncertain potential to use 
recycled materials within highways 
works proposed (i.e. extending park 
and ride etc) 


Maximise the use of recycled 
materials in the highways works. 
Adopt a target in LTP2 to use 
recycled material in transport 
developments. 


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure F.1.8 Summary of Possible Initiatives Increasing Accessibility Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight Positive 


Will improve the physical quality of transport 
infrastructure through improving footpaths 
and cycleways, introducing new town routes 
for footpaths and cycleways, new 
interchanges and improved routes to major 
public transport stops.  


Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 


Long term permanent effects depending on 
wear and tear. 


Moderate – assume other initiatives 
will not improve highways 
infrastructure as a secondary affect 


Maximise improvements to 
highways infrastructure as part of 
improvements to access 


Slight positive 


 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 








 
Assessment of G.6.3 Summary of Key Actions Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration  
 
Plan Option/ Measure G.6.3 Summary of Key Actions Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Slight positive Will reduce congestion through improving 
traffic flows at key locations (e.g. Coppins 
Bridge), increasing access to public 
transport, and encouraging modal shift 
through workplace travel plans and green 
tourism initiatives. Slight positive 


Will limit traffic growth through encouraging 
modal shift, and facilitating better access to 
public transport. 


Will increase travel choice by facilitating 
better access to public transport, and 
creating tourism attraction based travel 
plans, improving public transport connections 
to attractions and marketing.  


Slight positive 


Will reduce the number of car trips by 
encouraging modal shift (travel plans), 
facilitating access to public transport. And 
looking for innovative solutions to freight 
movement. 


Slight positive 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport  


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive  


Does improve air quality through 
encouraging modal shift and ensuring 
effective traffic management 


Congestion currently experienced within 
Newport at peak times 
 
The current LDF spatial development options 
for the Island are likely to result in population 
growth and therefore could result in traffic 
growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island but 
Environmental Health Department advise that 
air quality thresholds could be exceeded in the 
future if major development takes place on the 
Island increasing population and if ferry sizes 
and/or activity increases.  
 
 


Reversible effects – growth in traffic due to 
change in tourism, major population increase, 
plus change in ferry activity, and/or change in 
council policy could lead to an increase in 
emission and reduction in air quality. 
 


Moderate Link to more detailed measures to 
reduce congestion under the 
‘Tackling Congestion’ objective 
within the Five Year Strategy 
 
Ensure work with town planning to 
locate new employment 
development to minimise the need 
to travel. Ensure maximising 
measures to increase modal shift 
and encourage walking and 
cycling. 


Slight positive 


Actions do not include any major 
engineering works so unlikely to affect the 
risk to property and people from erosion and 
instability 


Areas of instability on the Island particularly on 
parts of the coast. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas.  
 
Permanent effects possible but unlikely if no 
major development proposed. 


Low – assume that actions will not 
give rise to major engineering works 
in instable areas 


Ensure that traffic does not 
increase on coastal roads and that 
any development involved in 
tackling congestion does not put 
property or people at risk from 
instability and erosion. Also avoid 
inhibiting natural coastal 
processes. 


No effect 


Actions do not include any major 
engineering works and are therefore not 
likely to cause damage to the coast. 


Transport infrastructure and activity along the 
coastline includes ferry activity, ports including 
landing and storage areas, transport of goods 
by boat, sailing, roads, piers, jetties, and car 
parks. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas. Most parts of the Island are not 
far from the coast. 


Low – assume that actions will not 
give rise to major engineering works 
at the coast 


Ensure that that any transport 
development in coastal areas is in 
accordance with the appropriate 
shoreline management plan. 


No effect  


Potential to give rise to the contamination of 
land through development to improve traffic 
flows.  E.g. new road layout may affect 
surface water flows and through operation 
and construction could pollute land via 
surface water runoff. 


Parts of the Island likely to be affected by land 
contamination due to past activity, transport 
related particularly where fuel is stored, where 
vehicles are washed down and from surface 
water run-off from roads and car parks. There 
are a number of groundwater protection zones 
on the Island. 


Permanent effects although if no major 
development proposed will be no major land 
take or construction/engineering activities. 


Low – unknown potential for work to 
improve traffic flows to contaminate 
land through surface run-off. 


Ensure highways works do not 
increase surface run-off and avoid 
contamination of water courses 
and groundwater. Make use of 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems. Add these considerations 
to the chapter on Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment 


No effect  


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect  
 


Not likely to give rise to damage to areas 
important for geological processes 


A number of sites across the Island are 
important for geology. However, it is assumed 
that the measures proposed to tackle 
congestion will predominantly occur in town 
centres (with the possible exception of 
proposals to extend walking and cycling 
routes). The areas important for geology and 
geomorphology on the Island mainly occur on 
the coast and at quarries. The exception is 
Sandown and Shanklin where a RIGG is 
located on the beach, at the boundary of the 
defined town centre). 
Geological processes occur particularly at the 
coast. 


No effect Low – unknown involvement of 
transport planners in partnership 
working on the Cowes Waterfront 
project and East Cowes Ferry 
terminal. 


Ensure that any highways works 
do not damage sites important for 
geology or inhibit geological 
processes. Add this considerations 
to the chapter on Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment 


No effect – if mitigation put in 
place 







Plan Option/ Measure G.6.3 Summary of Key Actions Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Engineering works to improve traffic flows 
could potentially affect surface water run-off 
through construction and operation. 


Watercourses and groundwater particularly 
vulnerable to surface water run-off from roads 
and carparks. 


Reversible –run-off can be limited through 
drainage measures. 


Low – nature of traffic improvements 
unknown 


Ensure that the traffic 
improvements do not increase 
surface run-off and use 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems.  


No effect Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 
 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Potential to give rise to the contamination of 
land through engineering to improve traffic 
flows.  E.g. new road layout may affect 
surface water flows and through operation 
and construction could pollute watercourses 
and groundwater via surface water runoff. 
 
 


Watercourse, groundwater, bathing water and 
surface water vulnerable to pollution from 
transport such as via surface water run-off 
from roads and car parks, from ferry and other 
boat activity and development adjacent to 
watercourses, the coast and estuaries such as 
bridges, port developments, roads etc. Several 
groundwater protection zones on the Island 
mainly in southern half of Island. 


Permanent effects of pollution. 
 
Timing – temporary pollution due to 
construction (e.g. siltation of watercourse). 
Continuous pollution possible when schemes 
complete. 


Low – nature of traffic improvements 
unknown. 


Ensure that the traffic 
improvements do not give rise to 
contamination of water courses or 
groundwater due to construction 
works or during operation. 


No effect  


Not likely to affect landscape and townscape 
character. No major development is 
proposed. 
 
 


Conservation areas across the Island 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts important for 
landscape value. 


No effect Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not likely to affect the AONB or Heritage 
Coasts designations 
 
 


AONB across almost half of Island and 
Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage coasts on 
north and south coasts. 


No effect Low – uncertainty transport planners 
in partnership working on the Cowes 
Waterfront project and East Cowes 
Ferry terminal.  


Ensure traffic management 
measures divert traffic away from 
conservation areas, rural areas 
and the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts. 
 
Ensure that junction improvements 
such as at Coppins Bridge are not 
visually intrusive and signage is 
carefully considered with respect 
to effects on townscape. 


No effect 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 


Not likely to affect any designated wildlife 
sites because no major engineering works 
are proposed  


The Island contains a wealth of designated 
sites for nature conservation. Coast and 
estuary at Cowes and along the River Medina 
are designated as a Special Area for 
Conservation. 


Potentially permanent effects. Possible 
temporary effects during construction 


Moderate – uncertain potential for 
engineering works within this 
package of actions 


Ensure that designated sites are 
not adversely affected by transport 
development or pollution such as 
from surface run-off from roads / 
hard standing. Ensure that the 
Ecology Officer is consulted on 
transport schemes to reduce 
impacts on designated sites. 


Slight negative - uncertainty 







Plan Option/ Measure G.6.3 Summary of Key Actions Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative 


Not likely to affect any areas of BAP priority 
habitat. 


The Island contains a variety of BAP priority 
habitats including within the Cowes estuary 
area. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects 
to habitats  


Moderate – uncertain potential for 
engineering works within this 
package of actions 


Ensure that priority BAP habitats 
are not adversely affected by 
transport development or pollution 
such as surface run-off from roads. 
Ensure that the Ecology Officer is 
consulted on transport schemes to 
reduce impacts on priority BAP 
habitats. 


Slight negative - uncertainty 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 
 


Unlikely to directly affect archaeology and 
cultural heritage 
 
 


There are numerous archaeological sites, 
historic parks and gardens, conservation 
areas, listed buildings and other important 
heritage buildings etc across the Island.  


No direct effect 
 


Moderate – uncertain potential for 
engineering works within this list of 
actions  which would affect 
archaeology and cultural heritage.  


Ensure the setting and fabric of 
historic sites are not negatively 
affected by new transport 
development such as the 
extension of footpaths etc.  


No effect 


Will reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island through encouraging 
modal shift and developing Travel Plans. 


Global issue Reversible effects – emissions of GHG could 
increase due to a significant growth in 
population, change in ferry activity, change in 
policy etc. 


Moderate Ensure work with town planning to 
locate new employment 
development to minimise the need 
to travel. Ensure maximising 
measures to increase modal split 
and encourage walking and 
cycling.  


Moderate positive 


No effect – actions do not include fuels  No effect High  None because working with 
business to encourage alternative 
fuels for fleet cars is addressed 
elsewhere in the LTP2 


No effect 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 
 


No major engineering works proposed and 
therefore not likely to affect risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change.  


Flooding is an issue in some parts of the 
Island, particularly in Newport and Cowes. 
Environment Agency flood risk maps show 
areas potentially at risk from flooding in and 
around Yarmouth, the River Yar, Ryde, 
Brading, Sandown and Shanklin and 
extending inland from Sandown and Shanklin. 


No effect  Moderate – uncertain potential for 
engineering works within this 
package of actions  


Undertake flood risk assessments 
should any engineering works be 
proposed within the floodplain 


No effect 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not likely to affect the safety of the Island’s 
roads 


Powered two-wheeler and car casualties are 
substantially higher than for the whole of 
England. The Island has an aging population 
and as a result injuries to older drivers are 
more than in the whole of Great Britain. 
Severity rate is worse on Island than whole of 
Great Britain and highway maintenance trends 
on recent years identified increasing number 
of crash locations where low skidding 
resistance may have been a contributory 
factor. 


No effect Moderate None No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure G.6.3 Summary of Key Actions Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Will not increase opportunities for walking 
and cycling.  


- No effect Moderate None No effect 


Not likely to directly affect the risk of adverse 
noise and vibration at ferry ports  


No effect 


Not likely to directly affect the risk of adverse 
noise and vibration effects  


No effect 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not likely to directly affect tranquil areas. 


Exact locations of sensitive receptors and their 
vulnerability to transport noise and vibration in 
town centres vary from location to location (i.e. 
schools, hospitals, residential areas). 
 
Tranquil areas likely to be located within the 
AONB and Heritage Coasts and will therefore 
be more vulnerable to impacts from noise and 
vibration from transport. 


No effect Moderate – uncertain potential for 
engineering works within this 
package of actions 


Work with Planning to ensure that 
new development (such as 
residential, hospitals, schools) are 
located away from existing noisy 
activities such as ports. Work with 
partners in the AONB office and 
the Quality Transport Partnership 
to ensure that traffic levels are not 
increased within the AONB or 
Heritage Coasts and to divert 
heavy goods vehicles away from 
more sensitive residential areas  


No effect 


Should help minimise the impact of 
severance by sea by working with Solent 
Transport partners to improve cross Solent 
and cross boundary travel  


Severance by sea mainly a result of cost of 
ferries 


Affects most people / businesses on the Island 
and those wishing to visit from the mainland. 


Low – little information about 
likelihood of improvements to costs 
and links through partnership 
working. Little information about what 
improvements could be achieved 


Uncertain mitigation  Slight positive 


Is likely to increase access to public 
transport.  


- Reversible – access could be reduced though 
increases in costs, change in policy, 
unforeseen road closures etc. 


Moderate  None Slight positive 


Is likely to increase access to services and 
facilities through improving traffic flows and 
improving access to public transport. 


- Reversible – access could be reduced through 
market forces (e.g. rail), policy changes etc. 


Moderate None Slight positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive  


Is not likely to increase access to the 
countryside 


The Isle of Wight Council has achieved 100% 
rights of way opened and signed. 


No effect Moderate None No effect 


Little effect – actions do not include 
encouraging the use of recycled materials. 


- No effect Moderate Potential to encourage all 
engineering works to use recycled 
materials, highlighting benefit of 
reduction of trips required 
(involving heavy goods vehicles) 
and financial savings where 
demolition material is reused 
onsite. Adopt LTP2 target for use 
of recycled materials in transport 
engineering works. 


No effect  Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Should improve the physical quality of 
transport infrastructure through investment 
in the transport network (PFI proposal and 
lobbying for improved investment in track 
and rolling stock)  
 


Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 


Long term permanent effect Low – investment is not secured. None  Slight positive 


 
 
Notes 







This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
 
Notes on assessment: 
The partnership working on Cowes Waterfront Project / East Cowes Ferry Terminal identified in the key actions is in the form of consultation with the transport planners only. These developments are being driven by other parties and will 
be subject to planning applications and environmental assessments if deemed necessary. 








Assessment of H.4.4 Summary of Key Actions Improving Road Safety and Health 
 
Plan Option/ Measure H.4.4 Summary of Key Actions Improving Road Safety and Health Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


No effect Is not likely to affect congestion in Newport 


No effect 
Is not likely to affect traffic growth 


Is likely to increase travel choice by 
increasing safety for pedestrian, cyclists and 
user of public transport therefore making 
these methods more attractive 


Slight positive 


Has the potential to reduce car trips by 
making public transport, cycling and walking 
more attractive 


Slight positive 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport 


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Has the potential to improve air quality 
through reducing car trips (as above) 


Congestion currently experienced within 
Newport at peak times 
 
The LDF growth scenarios for the Island are 
likely to result in population growth and 
therefore could result in traffic growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island but 
Environmental Health Department advise that 
air quality thresholds could be exceeded in the 
future if major development takes place on the 
Island increasing population and if ferry sizes 
and/or activity increases.  
 


Reversible effects – air quality could worsen in 
the future due to population increase, change 
in policy, change in ferry activity etc.  
 
Effects on air quality likely to be slight. 
 


Moderate Link to more detailed measures to 
reduce congestion under the 
‘Tackling Congestion’ objective 
within the Five Year Strategy 


Slight positive  


Potential to affect the risk to property and 
people from erosion and instability 


Areas of instability on the Island particularly on 
parts of the coast. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas.  
Permanent effects, although most of the 
possible solutions have limited land take or 
infrastructure development  
 


Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown. Very 
difficult to assess effects as there is 
potential conflict between all types of 
development and instability on the 
Island/natural processes and 
integration of factors needs to be 
sought.  


Ensure that the initiatives do not 
put property or people at risk from 
instability and erosion. Ensure that 
transport schemes are in 
accordance with shoreline 
management plans. All 
developments need to be 
considered on a case by case 
basis? 


No effect  


Potential to cause damage to the coastline 
through highways works 


Transport infrastructure and activity along the 
coastline includes ferry activity, ports including 
landing and storage areas, transport of goods 
by boat, sailing, roads, piers, jetties, and car 
parks. Most parts of the Island are not far from 
the coast. Parts of the coastline are defended 
to protect people and property but this can be 
in conflict with nature conservation because 
some habitats and species depend on natural 
coastal processes. 


Large geographical extent of potentially 
affected areas.  
 
Permanent effects to coastline. 
 
 


Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown 


Ensure that the initiatives do not 
damage the coastline or amenity 
at the coast through transport 
developments. Ensure that 
transport schemes are in 
accordance with shoreline 
management plans. 


No effect  


Potential to result in contamination of land 
through highways works to improve 
condition of roads, although these works are 
likely to be minimal in extent. 


Parts of the Island likely to be affected by land 
contamination due to past activity, transport 
related particularly where fuel is stored, where 
vehicles are washed down and from surface 
water run-off from roads and car parks. There 
are a number of groundwater protection zones 
on the Island. 


Permanent effects of contamination of land, 
although most of the possible solutions have 
limited land take or infrastructure 
development. Effects likely to be slight due to 
probability that highways works will be minimal 
in extent. 


Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown 


Ensure highways works do not 
increase surface run-off and avoid 
contamination of water courses 
and groundwater. Make use of 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems. These considerations 
should be included within the 
chapter on Improving Air Quality 
and the Environment 


No effect 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Potential to affect areas important for 
geological processes through highways 
works on road condition, although these 
works are likely to be minimal in extent. 


A number of sites across the Island are 
important for geology. However, it is assumed 
that the measures proposed to tackle 
congestion will predominantly occur in town 
centres (with the possible exception of 
proposals to extend walking and cycling 
routes). The areas important for geology and 
geomorphology on the Island mainly occur on 
the coast and at quarries. The exception is 
Sandown and Shanklin where a RIGG is 
located on the beach, at the boundary of the 
defined town centre. 


Permanent effects on geological processes 
although effects are likely to be slight due to 
probability that highways works will be minimal 
in extent. 


Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown 


Ensure that any highways works 
do not damage sites important for 
geology or inhibit geological 
processes. Add these 
considerations to the chapter on 
Improving Air Quality and the 
Environment. 


No effect  







Plan Option/ Measure H.4.4 Summary of Key Actions Improving Road Safety and Health Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


Geological processes occur particularly at the 
coast. 


Potential for highways works to affect surface 
run-off through improvements to road 
condition during construction and operation, 
although highways work likely to be minimal 
in extent. 


Watercourses and groundwater particularly 
vulnerable to surface water run-off from roads 
and car parks. 


Reversible effects Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown  


Ensure highways works do not 
increase surface run-off and make 
use of sustainable urban drainage 
systems. Add these considerations 
to the chapter on Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment 


No effect  Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 
 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Potential for highways works to cause 
pollution to watercourses and groundwater 
etc through surface water run-off during 
construction and operation, although 
highways work likely to be minimal in extent. 


Watercourses, groundwater, bathing water 
and surface water vulnerable to pollution from 
transport such as via surface water run-off 
from roads and car parks, from ferry and other 
boat activity and development adjacent to 
watercourses, the coast and estuaries such as 
bridges, port developments, roads etc. Several 
groundwater protection zones on the Island 
mainly in southern half of Island. 


Permanent effects of pollution. 
 
Timing – temporary pollution due to 
construction (e.g. siltation of watercourse). 
Continuous pollution possible when schemes 
complete. 


Low – locations and nature of 
highways works unknown 


Ensure highways works do not 
increase surface run-off and avoid 
contamination of water courses 
and groundwater. Make use of 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems. Add these considerations 
to the chapter on Improving Air 
Quality and the Environment 


No effect  


Likely to protect landscape and settlement 
character. 
 
Potential to enhance landscape and 
settlement character through improved 
street lighting, introducing home zones and 
20mph zones. 


Conservation areas across the Island 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts important for 
landscape value. 


Permanent effects on townscape/streetscape 
through physical changes e.g. new paths, 
home zones, and reversible effects on 
landscape character due to reduced traffic 
speeds. 
 


Moderate Ensure that any works consider 
landscape and townscape impacts 
such as when considering signage 
etc 


Slight positive Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


 


Likely to conserve the AONB. 
 
Likely to conserve the Heritage Coasts. 
 
Potential to enhance the AONB and 
Heritage Coasts through speed control in 
places where it is a recurring issue, 
particularly with respect to powered two-
wheeled vehicles (born again bikers) 


AONB covers almost half of the Island and 
Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage coasts on 
north and south coasts. 


Reversible – speed control measures could be 
reversed 


Moderate  – speeding is an issue on 
roads within some parts of the AONB 
and the Heritage Coasts (e.g. Military 
Road) 


None Slight positive 


Improving road condition and skid resistance 
could potentially impact adversely on 
designated wildlife sites through ground 
excavation works and associated workings 
such as construction compounds 


The Island contains a wealth of designated 
sites for nature conservation. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects 
to sites depending on highways works 
proposed. 
 


Low – do not know locations of 
highways works  


Ensure that designated sites are 
not adversely affected by 
highways works such as 
destruction, fragmentation of sites 
or through pollution such as 
surface run-off from roads during 
works. Ensure that the Ecology 
Officer is consulted on transport 
schemes to reduce impacts on 
designated sites. 
 


No effect  Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 


Improving road condition and skid resistance 
could potentially impact adversely on 
biodiversity through ground excavation works 
and associated workings such as 


The Island contains a variety of BAP priority 
habitats and species. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects 
to habitats and species depending on 
highways works proposed. 


Low – do not know locations of 
highways works 


Ensure appropriate mitigation 
measures are put in place to avoid 
habitat destruction and 
fragmentation, species loss  or 


No effect  







Plan Option/ Measure H.4.4 Summary of Key Actions Improving Road Safety and Health Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


No effect construction compounds –particular risk to 
hedgerows and habitats beside roads. 


damage to habitats through 
pollution such as resulting from 
surface run-off from roads during 
works. Ensure that the Ecology 
Officer is consulted on transport 
schemes to reduce impacts on 
priority BAP habitats. 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation:  
No effect 
 


Improving road condition and skid resistance 
could potentially impact adversely on 
archaeology and cultural heritage through 
ground excavation works and associated 
workings such as construction compounds 
etc  


There are numerous archaeological sites, 
historic parks and gardens, conservation 
areas, listed buildings and other important 
heritage buildings etc across the Island. 


Permanent effects 
Potential cumulative effects on heritage sites 
due to widespread highways works (if 
proposed) 


Low – do not know nature of works 
proposed or location.  


Where this will not impact on road 
safety ensure that road repair and 
skid resistance do not impact on 
cultural heritage through ground 
excavation or construction 
compounds, or through the colour 
of the road surface. 
 
 


No effect 


Not likely to significantly affect the amount of 
traffic on Island roads therefore not likely to 
affect greenhouse gas emissions from 
vehicles  


Global issue No effect Moderate None No effect 


Not likely to significantly affect renewable 
fuels / technologies used to power vehicles 


Emissions from motorised vehicles can cause 
local air quality problems which can affect 
people’s health – particularly vulnerable are 
the young and old. 
 
No AQMA on the Island at present 


No effect Moderate – assume technology to 
power cars will continue as present 
without market intervention or 
incentives. 


Highlight link between poor local 
air quality which is affected by 
emissions of air pollution from 
vehicles and health problems in 
vulnerable people. Can refer to 
measures proposed to tackle 
congestion and reduce traffic 
growth elsewhere in the LTP2 as 
means to improve local air quality. 


No effect 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Not likely to limit development at risk from 
flooding and the effects of climate change  


Flooding is an issue in some parts of the 
Island, particularly in Newport and Cowes and 
at some inland locations and others along the 
coast. 


No effect Moderate None No effect 


Is likely to make the Island’s road safer and 
reduce accidents 


Powered two-wheeler and car casualties are 
substantially higher than for the whole of 
England. The Island has an aging population 
and as a result injuries to older drivers are 
more than in the whole of Great Britain. 
Severity rate is worse on Island than whole of 
Great Britain and highway maintenance trends 
on recent years identified increasing number 
of crash locations where low skidding 
resistance may have been a contributory 
factor. 


Permanent effects of introducing CCTV, 
design measures, improving road condition, 
street lighting etc. 
 
Speed reduction measures could be reversed.  


Moderate None Major positive Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate Positive 


Is likely to increase opportunities for walking 
and cycling through improving safety and 
encouraging walking and cycling though 
school and workplace travel plans 


- Reversible – access could be restricted in the 
future, travel plans may change etc. 


Moderate – although do not know 
exactly how these actions will be 
implemented i.e. will all schools have 
travel plans and how will active travel 
and cycling be encouraged?  


Include more details within actions 
/ LTP2 regarding measures to 
improve safety on paths and 
programme of schools and 
workplace travel plans 


Moderate positive 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 


Not likely to affect risk of adverse noise and 
vibration at ferry ports 


Complaints regarding noise in the past at 
Fishbourne ferry port. Noise and vibration 
could affect residential areas near ferry ports. 
Adverse noise impacts can be linked to health 


No effect Moderate  Include measures to reduce noise 
such as low noise surfaces etc 
within the actions to increase 
personal health and safety. Work 


No effect  







Plan Option/ Measure H.4.4 Summary of Key Actions Improving Road Safety and Health Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie after 
mitigation) 


impacts. to divert heavy goods vehicles 
away from sensitive residential 
areas. 


Not likely to affect the risk of adverse noise 
and vibration effects of transport movement 
in urban centres 


Increases in noise in town centres could affect 
sensitive receptors such as hospital, schools 
and residential areas adjacent to roads. 


No effect Moderate Include measures to reduce noise 
such as low noise surfaces etc 
within the actions to increase 
personal health and safety 


Slight positive – with 
mitigation 


adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Not likely to affect noise levels within tranquil 
areas. Increasing safety through improving 
street lighting may affect light levels within 
rural areas, therefore decreasing sense of 
‘wilderness’. 


‘Tranquil areas’ not defined on the Island 
although can be assumed these are within the 
AONB and along Heritage Coast. Night time 
skies and levels of noise, particularly from 
traffic threaten the tranquillity of rural areas. 


Reversible effects – noise levels could 
increase or decrease in the future due to 
changes in technology, policy changes etc. 


Low – do not know locations of street 
lighting improvements or likelihood 
that improvements will affect rural 
areas either because they are within 
rural areas or on the boundary. 


Ensure that new llighting reduces 
over-spill and protects night skies.  


No effect  


Is not likely to affect severance by sea. Severance by sea mainly a result of cost of 
ferries. Affects most people on the Island and 
those wishing to visit from the mainland. 


No effect. Moderate Consider assisted travel costs for 
trips to mainland to access 
medical facilities 


No effect – low certainty that 
mitigation can be put in 
place? 


Likely to improve access to transport 
through increasing safety and sense of 
security for transport users - CCTV 
coverage and improving street lighting 


Despite a relatively low crime rate, the fear of 
crime on Island is reported to be higher than 
recorded crimes. Perception of safety may be 
a consideration when Islanders make 
transport choices.  
 


Reversible effects – perception of crime can 
change. Perception of safety is important with 
regard to access. 


Moderate None Slight positive 


Is likely to increase access to services and 
facilities through the promotion of walking 
and cycling, through education and training 
of older drivers, through increasing safety in 
the public realm. 


Despite a relatively low crime rate, the fear of 
crime on Island is reported to be higher than 
recorded crimes. An improved perception of 
safety particularly in the public realm may 
increase accessibility, particularly for 
vulnerable people such as the elderly. 


Reversible effects – physical access can 
change, perception of safety can change. 
Perception of safety is important with regard to 
access 


Moderate None Slight positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Not likely to increase access to the 
countryside 


The Isle of Wight Council has achieved 100% 
rights of way opened and signed. 


No effect Moderate Where possible include measures 
to increase safety on footpaths 
and cycleways in rural areas. If 
lighting is installed ensure this 
limits spill and therefore limits 
affect on night skies. 


Slight positive   


Potential to make use of recycled materials Road repair included within the list of actions 
is likely to require large amounts of natural 
resources e.g. aggregate / crushed rock which 
are non-renewable materials. 


Permanent effects of use of resources Moderate Potential could be mentioned 
within the chapter with respect to 
repair but emphasis should be 
placed on this under objective 4, 
‘Improving Air Quality and the 
Environment’. Set target for the 
use of recycled materials within 
road repair schemes. 


Slight positive  Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Will improve the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure through 
improving road condition on most Island 
roads and skid resistance at key locations. 


Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 


Long term effects depending on wear and tear. 
Improvements should take place on all Island 
roads. Potential secondary impacts on access, 
noise and vibration, biodiversity, soil and 
geology and air quality associated with the 
importation and transportation of the 
necessary materials for road repair.  
  


Moderate although specific locations 
of highways works not stated.  


State where significant works on 
road condition will occur within 
LTP2. Link with a target for the use 
of recycled materials. Discuss the 
logistics and potential impacts of 
the transportation of materials and 
disruption to the road network 
during the engineering works. 
Prepare and adopt a management 
plan to avoid/minimise 
environmental impacts through the 
sourcing and transportation of 
materials and the engineering 
works. 


Slight positive 


 
 







Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
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A. Introduction


A.1 What is a Local Transport Plan?


A.1.1 Introduction


Apart from the Isles of Scilly and London Boroughs, every Local Authority in England and Wales has to 


prepare a Local Transport Plan (LTP).  


The role of the LTP is to set out how the Local Authority (LA) proposes to deal with transport issues in 


its area. The Plan must set out the Council’s long-term transport vision and five-year strategy. It must 


explain what measures it proposes to put in place, how much measures will cost and how success in 


delivering these measures will be monitored over the period of the Plan.  


Each LTP covers a five-year period and the first plan ran from 2001-06.  This is the second Local 


Transport Plan (LTP) for the Isle of Wight and will run from 2006 –2011.


A.1.2 Functions of the LTP


This Plan seeks to ensure that transport is one of the first and primary considerations. It gives us the 


mechanism to plan for the future and deliver options in a cost effective, structured and coordinated way.


The LTP has to fulfil a number of functions. These include:


• Setting the Island in the wider national and regional context. 


• Explaining how transport links to and works with other local plans and policies.


• Underlining the important links to and contributions that transport makes to the local economy, 


planning, health, education, tourism and the environment.


This Plan:


• Includes the longer-term transport vision of the Island and establishes our 5 Year strategy.


• Includes locally relevant targets for monitoring our transport delivery.


• Explains how we intend to improve transport on the Island.  How much this will cost and 


identifies value for money solutions. 


• Is based upon the shared priorities agreed between the Local Government Association (LGA) 


and Government.


• Includes annexed documents setting out additional relevant information.


A.2 How the plan is structured


The Plan has been structured to reflect Government Guidance on the preparation 


of Local Transport Plans1. Each section has been numbered separately so that we 


can, if required, update the Plan to keep pace with the emerging LDF Island Plan 


and other issues. This will only be done following consultation  and discussions 


with GOSE.  
1 Full Guidance on Local Transport Plans: second edition www.dft.gov.uk
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2 Section A: Introduction - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Executive summary


The Executive Summary is included to give an overview of the Plan, the consultation carried out, our


improved management techniques, successes, awards, the use and exchange of best practice and how


the development of our Strategic Environmental Assessment, Accessibility Strategy, delivery of regeneration


and emerging Local Development Framework (LDF) have influenced this Plan.


Section A - Introduction


This is section A, the introduction to the Plan. It explains what a LTP is, why we need one, how the document


is structured and the process by which it was developed. 


Section B - Transport in the wider context


Section B puts transport in the wider context.  It explains how this Plan fits with national and regional


policies, works with our Community Plan - “Island Futures”, the existing Unitary Development Plan (UDP)


and its emerging replacement the Local Development Framework (LDF).  It explains how we plan to


deliver improvements in line with the Area Investment Framework (AIF) and alongside other relevant


plans and policies for tourism, education social inclusion and diversity.


Section C - Transport issues and opportunities


Section C identifies our local transport problems and the opportunities that exist to deal with them.


Section D - Long term strategy


Section D sets out the long-term vision for the Island and explains the process by which this has 


been developed.


Sections E - L - The five year strategy


Section E sets out what we will achieve over the next five years and our targets by which our delivery


and performance can be measured.  Sections F - K are based around the LGA “shared priority”, which


is improving accessibility, safety, air quality and reducing congestion. We have taken the opportunity to


broaden the scope of our considerations to include other areas of particular relevance to the Island -


the environment, one of the Island’s strongest and most important assets and economic prosperity and


regeneration, which is now driving everything we do.  


The Council is currently looking at ways in which we can improve the management of our highway


infrastructure so as to maintain accessibility and ensure best value for money. Section K - “Ensuring


Effective Management” explains the measures we will put in place over the Plan period to improve our


transport infrastructure and gives details on progress towards developing our PFI bid which will help


renew our failing transport infrastructure and assist regeneration. Section L explains the process by


which we will deliver the strategy.


Section M - Investment programme


Section M sets out our investment programme and explains how we plan to deliver our programme within


the AIF areas and in support of our regeneration proposals. It also includes our major bids for Newport


and the A3054 east of Yarmouth, our priority ranking forms, LTP Finance forms and progress towards


finalising our Transport Asset Management Plan (TAMP).
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Bus Strategy •• •• • •• •• •


Bus Information Strategy •• •• • •• •• •


Rail Strategy •• •• • •• •• •


Smarter Choices •• •• • •• •• •


Rights of Way Improvement Plan •• •• • •• • •


School Travel Action Plan •• • •• •• •• •


Road Safety Plan • • •• • • •


Solent Transport •• •• • • • •


•• - Directly delivers shared priority    • - Indirectly delivers shared priority


Section N - Performance indicators


Section N sets out our performance indicators, the rationale behind the targets and how we will be 


monitoring them.


Section O - Additional information


Section O includes additional information notably an “Annex C” Checklist indicating how we have addressed


the Governments requirements for items to be included in LTP2. Supporting statements from accessibility 


partners. Workshop notes and “Jargon Buster” explaining the acronyms used in the document and where 


to download documents. We have also included in this section a location map for easy use showing larger 


settlements. Reference is made throughout the Plan using map co-ordinates eg K4 to identify Newport.


Strategic Environmental Assessment 


This section includes a copy of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Statement, which sets 


out how the environmental considerations have been integrated into the Plan.  


Annexed information


Annexed information includes our Bus Strategy, Bus Information Strategy. Rail Strategy, Road Safety 


Plan and Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP), plus our strategy for the development of School 


Travel Plans. The table below illustrates how these annexes will help deliver our shared priorities.


A.2.1 How Annexes assist in the delivery of the shared priorities
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4 Section A: Introduction - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


A.2.2 Plan Structure


Introduction


Transport & 
the wider context


Background Data


National & 
Regional Issues


Plans & Strategies


Strategic 
Environmental


Assessment


Issues &
opportunities
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A.3 How this LTP was prepared


A.3.1 Improving delivery through partnership


This Plan was developed using extensive consultation including a series of internal and external 


workshops prior to the development of the Provisional Plan (PLTP).  The PLTP and Strategic 


Environmental Assessment (SEA) into the Plan were made widely available and the comments 


received as part of that process used to refine this final document.  


Workshops and discussions 


A half-day workshop was held with the Quality Transport Partnership (QTP), a formally constituted 


group which includes transport operators – ferry, bus, rail, taxi and freight, plus transport users


including representatives from the Isle of Wight Advanced Motorists, Bus Users Group, local 


motorcycle group, Cyclewight, and Friends of the Earth.  These discussions were structured 


around the shared priorities and helped identify our transport problems and the opportunities


to deal with them.


A.3.2 Identifying problems and opportunities


A number of internal workshops were also set up, to which were invited representatives from 


Planning, Engineering Services, Economic Development, Best Value, Health (PCT), Education, 


Social Services, Local Agenda 21 and the AONB team.  


Each of these half-day workshops dealt with one of the shared priorities and using a similar 


format to that used with the QTP, identified our current transport problems and potential 


opportunities for improvement.


Another series of workshops considered the way in which schemes should be development 


and implemented, the method by which we should prioritise our transport schemes to ensure


best possible value for money and ensure that our priority ranking system is in line with the 


LGA shared priority.  


The final set of workshops looked at what targets should be included in the Plan and how we 


would go about monitoring our performance over the five-year plan period.  (Copies of these 


workshop notes are included in Section J of this document)


A.3.3 Developing our Accessibility Strategy


Our Accessibility Strategy and action plans 


(Included in Section F) have also been developed 


using a structured workshop approach. The overall 


approach and framework were agreed in 


consultation with our partners and specific details 


have been further defined and developed through 


additional meetings and discussions. (Copies of 


these workshop notes are also included in Section O 


of this document)
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6 Section A: Introduction - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


A.3.4 Developing the vision


The long term vision for the Island included in section D, takes account of the National and 


Regional planning, the Community Plan - “Island Futures”, the content of “Aim High” our 


Change Management Plan and the emerging, forward looking planning strategy, the Local 


Development Framework (LDF) “Island Plan”.  


The long term transport vision (section D) and five year options (sections E-L) have been 


developed as an integral part of a Best Value review of the Council’s transport function and 


complied taking into consideration discussions carried out with a wide range of groups and 


individuals, including transport operators, transport users, the local business community, 


Town and Parish Councils and neighbouring authorities. This in turn has influenced the 


development of the LDF “Island Plan”.  


A.4 Cross boundary issues


The Island is unusual in that the majority of our everyday journeys take 


place within the local authority boundary. We are not however self sufficient, 


and rely on good mainland and cross Solent links to transport people, 


services and deliveries to and from the Island.  


Journeys to the Island bring things such as raw materials for construction and manufacturing, 


produce for shops, goods, services, and people - including day visitors and tourists. Journeys 


from the Island give access to facilities and services not available locally, including a wider 


range of jobs and shops, further education, specialist healthcare and training. It is therefore 


essential that when considering the wider issue of accessibility we evaluate those journeys, 


which take place from and to the mainland, particularly where these are essential in terms of 


healthcare, employment and training.


A.4.1 Working in partnership with our neighbours


The Council values the close working relationship that exists with our mainland neighbours.  


In particular those local authorities represented in Solent Transport which includes - Hampshire 


County Council, Southampton and Portsmouth City Councils.  


When preparing this plan, fullest possible consideration has been taken of cross boundary 


issues. Regular meetings and discussions with colleagues in Solent Transport have helped 


define and improve areas of common interest, including the adoption of a more coordinated 


approach and improving accessibility.  


Although not currently a full member of Solent Transport, the Council recognises the 


importance of developing the Solent Transport Strategy - a copy of which is included 


as an annex to this Plan.   


A.4.2 South East Counties Service Improvement Group


The Council is a member of the South East Counties Service Improvement Group (SECSIG), which 


includes Hampshire, West Sussex, East Sussex, Kent, Buckinghamshire, Surrey, Oxfordshire 


and Dorset. These meetings have helped us understand and contribute to best practice.  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section A: Introduction  7


A.4.3 Benchmarking with others


The Council is pleased to have been invited to become a member of a benchmarking group 


established by Blackpool Council. Blackpool Council has identified the membership of this 


group based on certain similarities with its own area. The parameters from which members 


of the group were chosen included issues such as: their location in the North West, similar 


coastal situation, population size and matching levels of deprivation as identified in the 2001 


Census and Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2004.  


The authorities invited to join are:


• Blackburn with Darwen.


• Bournemouth.


• Poole.


• Brighton and Hove.


• Darlington.


• Halton.


• Hartlepool.


• Isle of Wight.


• Middlesbrough.


• Redcar and Cleveland.


• Southend-on-sea.


• Torbay.


It is anticipated that this benchmarking process will be successful as it allows the poorer 


performing authorities to learn from the top performing authorities and by comparing the 


process used in service delivery, make appropriate changes where cost savings and / or 


improved service delivery can be achieved. This will be particularly useful when considering 


local authority areas that face similar problems and opportunities. This idea has been well 


received by Government Office for the North West. 


A.4.4 Other workshops and meetings


The Council has been represented at a range 


of other workshops organised by Hampshire 


Economic Partnership, Portsmouth City 


Council, Southampton City Council, South 


East of England Economic Development 


Agency (SEEDA) and others. These meetings 


and discussions have helped underline the 


importance of working together, allowed a 


two-way dialogue and helped contribute to 


the development of this document.
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Assessment of I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment 
 
Plan Option/ Measure I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (i.e. 
after mitigation) 


Slight positive Will reduce congestion through improving 
traffic flows at key locations (Coppins 
Bridge), making public transport, walking and 
cycling more attractive and developing 
workplace and school travel plans. As part of 
construction works night working will be 
considered to reduce congestion. 
 


Slight positive 


Will limit traffic growth through encouraging 
modal shift, making public transport, walking 
and cycling more attractive, and reducing the 
number of journeys. 


Will increase travel choice by making public 
transport, walking and cycling more attractive 
and developing workplace and school travel 
plans improving walking and cycling routes, 
working with travel operators to put in place 
funding options that will help make travelling 
by public transport, bus and rail cheaper. 


Moderate positive 


Reduces the number of car trips by 
encouraging modal shift (travel plans, 
making walking, cycling) and making public 
transport more attractive. 


Moderate positive 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport 


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
Overall score after mitigation; Slight  
positive  


Improves air quality by improving traffic 
management to tackle congestion, by 
encouraging more people to use public 
transport, ensuring that design and location 
of new buildings and spaces helps reduce air 
pollution, monitoring and evaluating the need 
for air quality management areas, and 
monitoring the oil depot on the Island. 


Congestion currently experienced within 
Newport at peak times 
 
The emerging LDF growth options for the 
Island are likely to result in population growth 
and therefore could result in traffic growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island but 
Environmental Health Department advise that 
air quality thresholds could be exceeded in the 
future if major development takes place on the 
Island increasing population and if ferry sizes 
and/or activity increases.  
 


Not enough detail regarding number of 
measures or locations to make a judgement 
regarding magnitude. Key benefits of 
measures will be experienced at peak times. 
Potential for positive cumulative effects on air 
quality. 
 
Alleviating congestion through improving traffic 
flows reduces concentrating emissions in slow 
moving traffic, which can cause problems with 
roadside local air quality. 
 
In addition, increased use of public transport 
has the potential to achieve modal shift and 
also reduce levels of roadside local air 
pollution in urban areas by reducing the 
number of trips by car.  
 
Potential for positive cumulative effects on air 
quality through the combination of measures 
proposed. 
 


Low – little detail regarding actual 
measures, timing, location etc 


Link to more detailed measures to 
reduce congestion under that 
objective within the Five Year 
Strategy. 
 
Ensure as many measures as 
possible are put in place, ensuring 
the most effective action to 
improve air quality.  
 
Ensure any night working does not 
have adverse light or noise effects. 


Slight positive 


Actions are not likely to affect the risk of 
people and property from erosion and 
instability. 


Areas of instability on the Island particularly on 
parts of the coast. 


No effect likely Moderate Ensure that the actions include 
ensuring that traffic does not 
increase on coastal roads and that 
any transport development does 
not put property or people at risk 
from instability and erosion. 
Ensure transport works are in line 
with the Shoreline management 
plan. 


No effect 


Actions are not likely to affect the coastline 
or amenity. 


Transport infrastructure and activity along the 
coastline includes ferry activity, ports including 
landing and storage areas, transport of goods 
by boat, sailing, roads, piers, jetties, and car 
parks. Most parts of the Island are not far from 
the coast. Parts of the coastline are defended 
to protect people and property but this can be 
in conflict with nature conservation because 
some habitats and species depend on natural 
coastal processes. 


No effect likely Moderate Ensure that the actions include 
avoiding an increase of traffic on 
coastal roads and ensuring that 
any  transport engineering works 
are in line with Shoreline 
Management Plans and does not 
damage the coastline such as 
through development at ports (e.g. 
new facilities, car parks etc) 


No effect 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall score after mitigation: No 
effect  
 Actions are not likely to give rise to the 


contamination of land. 
Parts of the Island likely to be affected by land 
contamination due to past activity, transport 
related particularly where fuel is stored, where 
vehicles are washed down and from surface 
water run-off from roads and car parks. There 
are a number of groundwater protection zones 
on the Island. 


 No effect likely Moderate  Ensure that actions including not 
giving rise to contamination of land 
from fuel storage, vehicle wash 
down areas and surface run-off. 


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (i.e. 
after mitigation) 


Actions are not likely to give rise to damage 
to areas important for geology or to inhibit 
geological processes because no significant 
development is proposed other than the 
promotion of footpaths and cycleways. 


 A number of sites across the Island are 
important for geology. However, it is assumed 
that the measures proposed to tackle 
congestion will predominantly occur in town 
centres (with the possible exception of 
proposals to extend walking and cycling 
routes). The areas important for geology and 
geomorphology on the Island mainly occur on 
the coast and at quarries. The exception is 
Sandown and Shanklin where a RIGG is 
located on the beach, at the boundary of the 
defined town centre). 
Geological processes occur particularly at the 
coast. 


 Moderate Ensure that the actions include 
that any transport development 
does not damage sites important 
for geology or inhibit geological 
processes. 


no effect 


No specific actions are likely to give rise to 
an increase in surface water run-off. 


Watercourses and groundwater particularly 
vulnerable to surface water run-off from roads 
and car parks. 


No effect Moderate Ensure actions include ensuring 
that any new transport 
development does not increase 
surface run-off and uses 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems.  


No effect Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 
 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall score after mitigation: No 
effect 


Actions are not likely to affect water quality. Watercourses, groundwater, bathing water 
and surface water vulnerable to pollution from 
transport such as via surface water run-off 
from roads and car parks, from ferry and other 
boat activity and development adjacent to 
watercourses, the coast and estuaries such as 
bridges, port developments, roads etc. Several 
groundwater protection zones on the Island 
mainly in southern half of Island. 


No effect Moderate Ensure actions include ensuring 
that any transport developments 
do not give rise to contamination of 
water courses or groundwater due 
to construction works or during 
operation. 


No effect 


The measures to tackle congestion and 
reduce traffic are likely to protect landscape 
and townscape by alleviating congestion in 
urban areas, by reducing numbers of 
journeys across the Island and reducing 
traffic across the Island. No major transport 
engineering works are proposed. 
 
The actions aiming to tackle congestion are 
likely to enhance landscape and townscape 
character by alleviating congestion in urban 
areas, by reducing numbers of journeys 
across the Island and reducing traffic across 
the Island. Also, ensuring that trees and 
hedges are replaced and maintained as part 
of highways works (using appropriate native 
species) will enhance the landscape.  


Conservation areas across the Island 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts important for 
landscape value. 


Slight positive Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive  


Will conserve and enhance the AONB 
through working with AONB office to ensure 
that schemes and proposals have due 
regard to the AONB – plus will decrease 
traffic levels, and reduce the number of 
journeys across the Island. 
 
Will conserve and enhance the Heritage 
Coasts through working with the AONB 
office to ensure that schemes and proposals 
have due regard to the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts – plus will decrease traffic levels, 
and reduce the number of journeys across 
the Island. 
 


AONB across almost half of Island and 
Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage coasts on 
north and south coasts. 


Permanent effects on townscape and 
landscape through physical changes from e.g. 
new paths, replacing trees and hedges. 
 
Reversible effects from reducing journeys 
across Island. 
 


Moderate – assume alleviating 
congestion in urban areas will not 
increase traffic in more rural areas. 


Ensure traffic management 
measures divert traffic away from 
conservation areas, rural areas 
and the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts. 
 
Ensure that junction improvements 
such as at Coppins Bridge are not 
visually intrusive and signage is 
carefully considered with respect 
to effects on townscape. 


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (i.e. 
after mitigation) 


No development proposed as a part of these 
actions therefore no direct risk posed to 
designated sites. 


The Island contains a wealth of designated 
sites for nature conservation. 


- Moderate Ensure that list of actions includes 
not adversely affecting designated 
sites through transport 
development, planning or pollution 
such as surface run-off from roads. 


No effect Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive 


No development proposed as a part of these 
actions therefore no direct risk posed to BAP 
priority habitats. Actions include ensuring 
that trees and hedges are replaced and 
maintained as part of highways works (using 
appropriate native species) 
 


The Island contains a variety of BAP priority 
habitats. 


Reversible  - if transport engineering works are 
proposed in future, or air pollution were to 
increase. 


Moderate – assume that planting 
trees and hedges will support BAP 
priority habitats and species as well 
as benefiting the wider countryside. 


Ensure that list of actions includes 
ensuring that priority BAP habitats 
are not adversely affected by 
transport development or pollution 
such as surface run-off from roads. 


Slight positive – helps 
maintain biodiversity  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall score after mitigation: No 
effect 
 
 


Promotion of the use of cycleways and 
footways may pose a risk to the fabric and 
setting of some heritage sites depending on 
their location. In general tackling congestion 
should have a positive effect on 
conservation areas. The actions also 
including working with English Heritage and 
others to ensure that schemes and 
proposals mitigate and possible effects on 
the built environment 


There are numerous archaeological sites, 
historic parks and gardens, conservation 
areas, listed buildings and other important 
heritage buildings etc across the Island.  


Cumulative impact of more movement around 
Island as a result of improving traffic flows, 
increasing access via walking and cycling, 
extending footpaths and cycleways? 
 
Potential permanent effects on heritage sites 
through increased use of cycleways and foot 
paths in some areas.  
 


Moderate – no development 
proposed as part of these actions. 


Ensure the setting and fabric of 
historic sites is not negatively 
affected by new transport 
development such as the 
extension of footpaths etc. Where 
possible ensure traffic is diverted 
away from conservation areas. 
 
Amend the actions to cover not 
just the built environment but 
archaeological remains / sites. 
Also work with Council 
Conservation Officer as well as 
English Heritage. 


No effect 


Will reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island through encouraging 
modal shift 


- Not enough detail regarding scale of measures 
and how this would manifest in limits or 
reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
Potential for positive cumulative effects? 


Low – little detail regarding actual 
measures etc 


Ensure work with town planning to 
locate new development to 
minimise the need to travel. 
Ensure maximising measures to 
increase modal split and 
encourage walking and cycling.  


Slight positive 


Will work towards increasing the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology used to power 
vehicles by supporting more environmentally 
and encouraging the use of alternative fuels 
such as LPG, electric power, biomass etc. 
and will work with hospitals and others to 
actively pursue the purchase of vehicles 
powered fuels such as LPG, low sulphur 
diesel, electric vehicles, bikes and electric 
bikes and powered two-wheeled vehicles etc 


Traffic is predicted to grow on the Island. 
Target is to limit growth to 3% per annum. 
Traffic growth will bring growth in emissions of 
greenhouse gases unless fuels change. 


Reversible effects – using renewable fuels and 
electric bikes etc are largely dependant on 
individual choice or corporate policy – could 
change. 


Low – action is to support and 
encourage but not specific initiatives 
proposed. 


Look to put in place an initiative. 
Can a specific ‘fleet’ or 
organisation be named which the 
council is working with? 


Slight positive 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive  
 No major development proposed in these 


actions and none will help limit development 
at risk from flooding and the effects of 
climate change. 


Flooding is an issue in some parts of the 
Island, particularly in Newport and Cowes and 
at some inland locations and others along the 
coast. 


- High Change actions to include avoiding 
inappropriate transport works 
within areas at risk from flooding 
and the affects of climate change 
and avoiding increasing surface 
water run-off. Chapter should 
specifically mention the challenge 
of adapting to climate change. 


No effect 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


Does not specifically address road safety. Powered two-wheeler and car casualties are 
substantially higher on Island than for the 
whole of England. I The Island has an aging 
population and as a result injuries to older 
drivers are more than in the whole of Great 


No effect Moderate – no measures to help 
improve safety of Island’s road, 
measures to help improve condition 
(although covered elsewhere in the 
Five Year Strategy) 


Ensure measures put in place to 
improve the safety of the Island’s 
roads (included elsewhere within 
the Five Year Strategy)  


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (i.e. 
after mitigation) 


Britain. Severity rate is worse on Island than 
whole of Great Britain and highway 
maintenance trends on recent years identified 
increasing number of crash locations where 
low skidding resistance may have been a 
contributory factor. 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive 


Will increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling through signing promotion and 
management of foot and cycle ways 
(ROWIP) and working with town planning to 
ensure new development is accessibility by 
all modes.  


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 
 
Accessibility could be reversible, i.e. 
unforeseen diversions / closures  paths. 


Moderate – although location and 
extent of improvements unknown. 


Ensure improvements to existing 
footpaths and cycleways which 
maximise access and use. Ensure 
paths are safe and facilities such 
as cycle parking are provided in 
appropriate locations. 


Slight positive  


Potential to reduce travelling and therefore 
potential to reduce noise and vibration from 
transport at ports. 


Slight positive 


Potential to reduce travelling and therefore 
potential to reduce noise and vibration from 
transport in urban areas. 
 
In addition ensuring that design and location 
of new buildings and spaces helps reduce 
noise pollution, using noise reducing 
surfaces and by reducing noise as part of 
construction and considering noise in routes 
and diversion as part of the maintenance 
process. However, night working will be 
considered in order to avoid congestion, 
which might cause adverse noise and 
vibration affects. 


Slight positive 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive 


Potential to decrease traffic on the Island 
which should benefit tranquil areas. Also, by 
ensuring that design and location of new 
buildings and spaces helps reduce noise 
pollution. 


Exact locations of sensitive receptors (e.g. 
schools, hospitals, residential areas close to 
roads).and their vulnerability to transport noise 
and vibration in town centres unknown  
 
Tranquil areas likely to be located within the 
AONB and Heritage Coasts and will therefore 
be more vulnerable to impacts from noise and 
vibration from transport. 


Potential cumulative positive effect of reducing 
traffic on the Island. 


Low – assume that decreasing 
congestion will not increase traffic 
speeds significantly to affect noise 
levels from roads across the Island. 
Potential to decrease traffic in rural 
and therefore more tranquil areas not 
known. 


Ensure that traffic is not directed 
unnecessarily through the AONB 
or Heritage Coasts.  
 
Ensure night working in sensitive 
areas, e.g. residential is only used 
where this will help lead to a 
reduction in pollution and 
congestion.  


Slight positive 


Will help minimise impact of severance by 
sea by working with Solent Transport 
partners to improve cross Solent and cross 
boundary travel and working with 
neighbours to consider wider transport 
issues. Links to and from mainland. 


Severance by sea mainly a result of cost of 
ferries. Affects most people on the Island and 
those wishing to visit from the mainland 


Effects would be reversible - mainly due to 
policy, operators etc 


Low – little information about 
likelihood of improvements to costs 
and links. Little info about what 
improvements could be achieved 


Uncertain mitigation Slight positive 


Will ensure transport is accessible to all by 
increasing travel choice, reducing travel 
costs where possible, making public 
transport more attractive, and making 
walking and cycling safer 


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 
 
Reversible – effect related to policy which can 
be changed, and choices and perceptions 
which can change   


Low – uncertainty regarding which 
measures will be put in place and 
which will not. 


Ensure all measures are put in 
place to improve access to public 
transport. 


Slight positive 


Will improve access to services by reducing 
congestion, and increasing travel choice. 


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude although should benefit most 
people on the Island. 
Reversible – effect related to policy which can 
be changed, market forces (retail and choices 
and perceptions which can change   


Low – uncertainty regarding which 
measures will be put in place and 
which will not. 


Ensure all measures are put in 
place to improve access to 
services. 


Slight positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall score after mitigation: Slight 
positive  


Should increase access to the countryside 
by improving and signing foot and cycle 
paths. 


The Isle of Wight Council has achieved 100% 
rights of way opened and signed. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 
 
Reversible effects – physical access can 
change. 


Moderate – although location and 
extent of improvements unknown. 


Maximise improvements to 
existing footpaths and cycleways 
which connect urban areas where 
people live to the countryside 


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure I.6.1 Summary of Key Actions Improving Air Quality and the Environment Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA 


Criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (i.e. 
after mitigation) 


No effect – actions do not include any 
proposals to include recycled materials 
within any developments. 


- No effect Low – uncertain potential to use 
recycled materials  


Maximise the use of recycled 
materials in the highways works. 
 
Adopt target in LTP2 to use 
recycled materials in transport 
development. 


No effect  Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall score after mitigation: no 
effect 


Will not specifically improve the physical 
quality of transport infrastructure  


Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 


No effect Moderate – developments not made 
explicit in actions. 


Maximise improvements to 
transport infrastructure 


No effect 


 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 








J.3.3 Summary of Key Actions Tackling Congestion 
 
Plan Option/ Measure J.3.3 Summary of Key Actions Tackling Congestion Worksheet 


completed by: 
WSP Environmental 


SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA Criteria Description of the value 
and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected 


Description of the magnitude of the 
effect including timing, duration, & 
potential cumulative effects 


Level of certainty 
(H/M/L), and 
assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 
Moderate positive Will reduce congestion through improving traffic flows at key 


locations (e.g. Coppins Bridge), encouraging modal shift, and 
effective traffic management which may include night-time working 
on road maintenance. Work with schools and employers – reduce 
peak time congestion by where possible reducing hold ups and 
offering flexible working hours Moderate positive 


Will limit traffic growth through encouraging modal shift, facilitating 
better access to public transport and improving information, and 
reducing the number of journeys. 


Will increase travel choice by facilitating better access to public 
transport, improving and extending and signing walking and cycling 
routes, provide real time information, and retaining and increasing 
facilities for water transport. 


Moderate positive 


Potential to reduce the number of car trips by encouraging modal 
shift (travel plans, encourage use of powered two wheel vehicles), 
reducing numbers of journeys (working practices etc) and facilitating 
access to public transport. 


Moderate positive 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport  


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive  


Potential to improve air quality through encouraging reduction in 
number and length of journeys through encouraging change in 
working practices (working from home etc), land use planning (reuse 
buildings in urban areas and ensuring easy access to developments 
by all modes) and encouraging and maintaining mobile services?. 
Also by encouraging modal shift and ensuring effective traffic 
management 


Congestion currently experienced 
within Newport at peak times 
 
The emerging LDF options 
scenarios for the Island are likely 
to result in population growth and 
therefore could result in traffic 
growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island 
but Environmental Health 
Department advise that air quality 
thresholds could be exceeded in 
the future if major development 
takes place on the Island 
increasing population and if ferry 
sizes and/or activity increases 


Not enough detail regarding number of 
measures or locations to make a judgement 
regarding magnitude. Key benefits of measures 
at peak times.  
 
Alleviating congestion through improving traffic 
flows reduces concentrating emissions in slow 
moving traffic, which can cause problems with 
roadside local air quality. 
 
In addition, increased use of public transport 
has the potential to achieve modal shift and 
also reduce levels of roadside local air pollution 
in urban areas by reducing the number of trips 
by car.  
 
Potential for positive cumulative effects on air 
quality through the combination of measures 
proposed. 
 


Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures to reduce 
traffic congestion, timing, 
location etc 


Ensure measures to reduce 
congestion are targeted to deal 
with specific congestion hotspots  


Moderate positive 


Measures proposed to tackle congestion do not include major 
development nor do they propose increasing traffic in the rest of the 
Island’s roads, such as those at the coast, therefore not likely to 
affect the risk of people and property from erosion. 


Areas of instability on the Island 
particularly on parts of the coast.  
 


No effect 
 


Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures, timing, 
location etc. Not all 
unstable areas mapped. 


Ensure that traffic does not 
increase on coastal roads and that 
any development involved in 
tackling congestion does not put 
property or people at risk from 
instability and erosion. Ensure 
transport works are in line with the 
Shoreline Management Plan. 


No effect 


Measures to tackle congestion do not include major development 
nor do they propose increasing traffic in the rest of the Island’s 
roads, such as those at the coast,  or at ports, therefore not likely to 
affect the coastline or amenity. 


Transport infrastructure and 
activity along the coastline 
includes ferry activity, ports 
including landing and storage 
areas, transport of goods by boat, 
sailing, roads, piers, jetties, and 
car parks. Most parts of the Island 
are not far from the coast. 


No effect Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures 


Ensure that the actions include 
avoiding an increase of traffic on 
coastal roads and ensuring that 
any transport engineering works 
are in line with Shoreline 
Management Plans and does not 
damage the coastline such as 
through development at ports (e.g. 
new facilities, car parks etc) 


No effect 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect  
 


Measures to tackle congestion not likely to give rise to the 
contamination of land because no major development is proposed 
which could cause contamination through contaminating surface 
run-off during construction and/or operation. 


Parts of the Island likely to be 
affected by land contamination due 
to past activity, transport related 
particularly where fuel is stored, 
where vehicles are washed down 
and from surface water run-off 
from roads and car parks. There 
are a number of groundwater 
protection zones on the Island. 


No effect Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures 


Ensure that measures to tackle 
traffic congestion do not give rise 
to contamination of land from 
surface run-off.  


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure J.3.3 Summary of Key Actions Tackling Congestion Worksheet 
completed by: 


WSP Environmental 


SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA Criteria Description of the value 
and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected 


Description of the magnitude of the 
effect including timing, duration, & 
potential cumulative effects 


Level of certainty 
(H/M/L), and 
assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Measures to tackle congestion not likely to give rise to damage to 
areas important for geology or to inhibit geological processes 
because no significant development is proposed other than the 
extension of footpaths. 


A number of sites across the 
Island are important for geology. 
However, it is assumed that the 
measures proposed to tackle 
congestion will predominantly 
occur in town centres (with the 
possible exception of proposals to 
extend walking and cycling 
routes). The areas important for 
geology and geomorphology on 
the Island mainly occur on the 
coast and at quarries. The 
exception is Sandown and 
Shanklin where a RIGG is located 
on the beach, at the boundary of 
the defined town centre). 
Geological processes occur 
particularly at the coast. 


Permanent effects if footpath/cyclepath 
extensions destroy areas important for geology 
/ geomorphology but this is not likely to occur. 


Low - Locations of 
footpaths and cycleways 
to be extended are not 
known. Details of other 
measures and whether 
they will involve 
development / 
construction not known. 
The LTP 2 indicates that 
measures proposed to 
tackle congestion will 
predominantly occur in 
town centres 


Ensure that any development 
required to tackle congestion does 
not damage sites important for 
geology or inhibit geological 
processes. 


No effect 


Measures to tackle congestion not likely to give rise to an increase in 
surface water run-off because major development (which could 
affect surface water run-off through increasing areas of hard 
standing) is not proposed. 


Watercourses and groundwater 
particularly vulnerable to surface 
water run-off from roads and car 
parks. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures, timing, 
location etc. 


Ensure that any new transport 
development does not increase 
surface run-off and uses 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems.  


No effect Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Measures to tackle congestion not likely to affect water quality 
because no major developments are proposed which might have the 
potential to pollute water courses, groundwater etc through surface 
water run-off (see column to right). 


Watercourse, groundwater, 
bathing water and surface water 
vulnerable to pollution from 
transport such as via surface water 
run-off from roads and car parks, 
from ferry and other boat activity 
and development adjacent to 
watercourses, the coast and 
estuaries such as bridges, port 
developments, roads etc. Several 
groundwater protection zones on 
the Island mainly in southern half 
of Island. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures, timing, 
location etc. 


Ensure that any development such 
as to improve traffic flows at 
Coppins Bridge do not give rise to 
contamination of water courses or 
groundwater due to construction 
works or during operation. 


No effect    


The measures to tackle congestion have the potential to protect and 
enhance landscape and townscape by alleviating congestion in 
urban areas, by reducing numbers of journeys across the Island and 
reducing traffic across the Island. No major development is 
proposed. Therefore there is not likely to be any major impacts on 
landscape and townscape. 
 
 


Conservation areas across the 
Island which could potentially be 
enhanced through reducing 
congestion in town centres. 
 
AONB and Heritage Coasts are 
important for landscape value but 
they are not likely to be affected by 
the proposals to tackle congestion. 
 


Slight positive Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 
 


Alleviating congestion is not likely to affect the AONB because the 
measures should decrease traffic levels, and reduce the number of 
journeys across the Island. 
 
Alleviating congestion is not likely to affect the Heritage Coasts 
because the measures should decrease traffic levels, and reduce 
the number of journeys across the Island. 
 


AONB across over half of Island 
and Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage coasts on north and 
south coasts but they are not likely 
to be affected by the proposals to 
tackle congestion. 
 


Reversible effects – landscape and townscape 
could be affected by congestion in the future 
due to changes in policy, significant 
development generating traffic etc. 
Potential cumulative positive effects on 
landscape and townscape through reducing 
congestion in towns across the Island. 


Moderate – assume 
alleviating congestion in 
urban areas will not 
increase traffic in more 
rural areas. 


Ensure traffic management 
measures divert traffic away from 
conservation areas, rural areas 
and the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts. 
 
Ensure that junction improvements 
such as at Coppins Bridge are not 
visually intrusive and signage is 
carefully considered with respect 
to effects on townscape.  


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure J.3.3 Summary of Key Actions Tackling Congestion Worksheet 
completed by: 


WSP Environmental 


SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA Criteria Description of the value 
and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected 


Description of the magnitude of the 
effect including timing, duration, & 
potential cumulative effects 


Level of certainty 
(H/M/L), and 
assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Extension of cycleways and footways may pose a risk to some 
habitats and species - designated sites. Locations of footpaths / 
cyclepaths to be extended are not known.   


The Island contains a wealth of 
designated sites for nature 
conservation which are located 
across the Island.  


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects to 
sites depending on the scale of 
footpath/cyclepath extensions proposed. 
Cumulative effects could be through 
disturbance of species due to proximity of new 
paths to habitats, fragmentation of habitats etc.  


Low – do not know 
locations of paths which 
would be extended 


Ensure that designated sites are 
not adversely affected by the 
extension of footpaths/cyclepaths 
or any junction improvements (of 
which details are not provided in 
measures)  


Slight negative – uncertainty 
due to lack of clarity of 
spatial extent 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative 


Extension of cycleways and footways may pose a risk to some BAP 
priority habitats and species. Locations of footpaths / cyclepaths to 
be extended are not known. 


The Island contains a variety of 
BAP priority habitats. 


Potentially permanent and cumulative effects to 
habitats depending on the scale of 
footpath/cyclepath extensions proposed. 
Cumulative effects could be through 
disturbance of species due to proximity of new 
paths to habitats, fragmentation of habitats etc.  


Low – locations of paths 
which would be extended 
are not described within 
the LTP 2. 


Ensure that priority BAP habitats 
are not adversely affected by 
transport development or pollution 
such as surface run-off from roads. 


Slight negative – uncertainty 
due to lack of clarity of 
spatial extent  


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative 
 


Extension of cycleways and footways may pose a risk to the fabric 
and setting of some heritage sites. In general tackling congestion 
should have a positive effect on conservation areas. 
 
Increasing access would result in more movement around the Island 
which might pose a risk to heritage sites. 


There are numerous 
archaeological sites, historic parks 
and gardens, conservation areas, 
listed buildings and other important 
heritage buildings etc across the 
Island.  


Cumulative impact of more movement around 
Island as a result of improving traffic flows, 
increasing access via walking and cycling, 
extending footpaths and cycleways 
 
Potential permanent effects on heritage sites 
through extension of cycleways and foot paths.  
 


Low – little detail 
regarding locations of 
new transport 
development, such as 
extensions to paths etc. 
Uncertainty over 
potential of increased 
movement and access 
across the Island to 
affect heritage sites due 
to lack of detail about 
measures and unknown 
locations of 
archaeological and other 
heritage sites. 


Ensure the setting and fabric of 
historic sites are not negatively 
affected by new transport 
development such as the 
extension of footpaths etc. Where 
possible ensure traffic is diverted 
away from conservation areas. 


No effect 


Will reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions on the Island 
through encouraging modal shift, reducing the number and length of 
journeys, and linking with town planning to locate development to 
reduce the need to travel. 


 Not enough detail regarding scale of measures 
and how this would manifest in limits or 
reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
Potential for positive cumulative effects? 


Low – little detail 
regarding actual 
measures etc 


Ensure work with town planning to 
locate new development to 
minimise the need to travel such 
as through the LDF process. 
Ensure maximising measures to 
increase modal split and 
encourage walking and cycling.  


Moderate positive 


No effect – measures to not include fuels     No effect 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 
 


No major development proposed but small scale measures such as 
extending foot and cycle paths could be at risk from flooding 
depending on where they are located 


Flooding is an issue in some parts 
of the Island, particularly in 
Newport and Cowes and at  some 
inland locations and others along 
the coast. 


Not enough detail regarding where extensions 
would be located. 


Low - Don’t know where 
extended paths are 
located however, 
assume that footpaths 
and cycleways are 
appropriate 
developments within the 
floodplain. 


Undertake flood risk assessments 
for any developments within the 
floodplain 


No effect 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Potential to make the Island safer through helping to improve 
training of riders of powered-two wheeled vehicles. 


Powered two-wheeler and car 
casualties are substantially higher 
than for the whole of England. The 
Island has an aging population and 
as a result injuries to older drivers 
are more than in the whole of 
Great Britain. Severity rate is 
worse on Island than whole of 
Great Britain and highway 
maintenance trends on recent 


Small magnitude, not likely to affect high 
proportion of population but has potential to 
significantly improve safety on Island roads 


Moderate – although do 
not know how this 
measure will be 
implemented. 


Ensure accessibility of education 
and training to powered two-
wheeler vehicles is high across the 
Island. 


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure J.3.3 Summary of Key Actions Tackling Congestion Worksheet 
completed by: 


WSP Environmental 


SEA Headline Criteria Performance against SEA Criteria Description of the value 
and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected 


Description of the magnitude of the 
effect including timing, duration, & 
potential cumulative effects 


Level of certainty 
(H/M/L), and 
assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


years identified increasing number 
of crash locations where low 
skidding resistance may have 
been a contributory factor. 


Will increase opportunities for walking and cycling through extending 
and signing existing routes in line with the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan and working with town planning to ensure new 
development is accessibility by all modes.  


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Moderate – although 
location and extent of 
improvements unknown. 


Ensure improvements to existing 
footpaths and cycleways which 
maximise access and use. Ensure 
paths are safe and facilities such 
as cycle parking are provided in 
appropriate locations. 


Moderate positive  


Potential to reduce travelling and therefore potential to reduce noise 
and vibration from transport at ports. 


Slight positive 


Potential to reduce travelling and therefore potential to reduce noise 
and vibration from transport in urban areas. 


Slight positive 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
slight positive 


Potential to decrease traffic on the Island which should benefit 
tranquil areas. 


Exact locations of sensitive 
receptors and their vulnerability to 
transport noise and vibration in 
town centres unknown (i.e. 
schools, hospitals, residential 
areas).  
 
Tranquil areas likely to be located 
within the AONB and Heritage 
Coasts and will therefore be more 
vulnerable to impacts from noise 
and vibration from transport.  


Potential small cumulative positive effect of 
reducing traffic on the Island. 


Low – assume that 
decreasing congestion 
will not increase traffic 
speeds significantly to 
affect noise levels from 
roads across the Island. 
Potential to decrease 
traffic in rural and 
therefore more tranquil 
areas not known. 


Work with planning to ensure that 
new development (such as 
residential, hospitals, schools) are 
located away from existing noisy 
activities such as ports. Ensure 
that traffic is not directed through 
the AONB or Heritage Coasts. 
Working with Quality Transport 
Partnership and other partnerships 
ensure that heavy goods vehicles 
are directed away from sensitive 
receptors such as residential areas 


Slight positive 


Work with Solent Transport partners to improve cross Solent and 
cross boundary travel and work with neighbours to consider wider 
transport issues. Links to and from mainland. 


Severance by sea mainly a result 
of cost of ferries 


Affects most people on the Island and those 
wishing to visit from the mainland. 


Low – little information 
about likelihood of 
improvements to costs 
and links. Little info 
about what 
improvements could be 
achieved 


Uncertain mitigation available. 
Council has little influence over 
price of Solent travel. 


Slight positive 


Facilitate access to public transport. Reduce travel costs where 
possible, introduce real time information  (buses, trains, ferry ports),  


Should benefit most people on the 
Island particularly those living in 
and visiting Newport. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude.  


Moderate – uncertainty 
regarding which 
measures will be put in 
place and which will not. 


Ensure all measures are put in 
place to improve access to public 
transport. 


Moderate positive 


Link with planning to ensure new development located to allow easy 
access by all modes, encourage and retain mobile services (mobile 
library, home delivery). 


Should benefit most people on the 
Island. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Moderate – uncertainty 
regarding which 
measures will be put in 
place and which will not. 


Ensure all measures are put in 
place to improve access to 
services. 


Moderate positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)     


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive  


Should increase access to the countryside by improving, extending 
and signing foot and cycle paths in line with the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan. 


The Isle of Wight Council has 
achieved 100% rights of way 
opened and signed. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Moderate – although 
location and extent of 
improvements unknown. 


Maximise improvements to 
existing footpaths and cycleways 
which connect urban areas where 
people live to the countryside 


Slight positive 


Little effect - measures to tackle congestion do not include any 
proposals to undertake major transport development or to include 
recycled materials within any small-scale developments. 


- Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. 


Low – uncertain potential 
to use recycled materials 
within extension of 
footpaths and cycle 
paths 


Maximise the use of recycled 
materials in the extension of 
footpaths and cycle paths. 


No effect – potential not 
explicit within key actions 


Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
no effect 


Will improve the physical quality of transport infrastructure through 
improving, extending and signing footpaths and cycleways in line 
with the Rights of Way Improvement Plan. 


Highways infrastructure on Island 
in need of significant investment to 
improve condition. 


Not enough information regarding specific 
measures to make a judgement regarding 
magnitude. Likely to be only localised 
improvements to paths, not Island wide. 


Moderate – although 
location and extent of 
improvements unknown. 


Maximise improvements to 
existing footpaths and cycleways 


Slight positive 







 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
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Access to Information


Available on the Internet


This Plan, previous LTP (2001 -2006), Provisional LTP, Annual Progress Reports 


can be downloaded from the Council’s website at www.iwight.com/transport


A range of other related documents are also available online at www.iwight.com These include the


Community Strategy - “Island Futures”, the Council’s Corporate Plan, Aim High - Our change


Management Plan, Best Value Reports, Unitary Development Plan, the emerging Local Development


Framework (LDF) and Local Agenda 21 strategy. 


Available for inspection


The Council will make every effort to make this document as widely available 


as possible. Copies will be made widely available for inspection in the 


following locations:


• Island libraries: Newport, Ryde, Sandown, Shanklin, Ventnor, Cowes, East Cowes, 


Freshwater, Brighstone, Bembridge, Niton, and on the Mobile Library.


• Isle of Wight Council - Customer Reception Area, County Hall, High Street, Newport.


• Engineering Services, Enterprise House, St Cross Business Park, Monks Brook, 


Newport, Isle of Wight.


• Planning Offices, Seaclose Offices, Seaclose Park, Fairlee Road Newport, Isle of Wight.


• Customer Information Points.


Copies free for consultees


Copies will also be distributed free of charge to consultees including:


• Council Members.


• All Council departments.


• Town and Parish Councils.


• Rural Community Council.


• Quality Transport Partnership members.


• Transport operators.


• Interest groups / organisations.


• Major employers.


• Health service providers.


• All Island schools.


• Isle of Wight College.
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2 Access to Information - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


If you want your own copy 


For your own copy of this plan, or details on how to obtain a copy in large print, Braille or on tape


and in other languages, please contact Charlotte Westwood on (01983) 821000 (type calls welcome)


Fax (01983) 823545 or email charlotte.westwood@iow.gov.uk.


Extracts of this publication may be made for non-commercial use, subject to the source being


acknowledged.


Explanatory leaflets


A set of information leaflets is available explaining all aspects of Engineering Services, including


ones specifically for the LTP, APR and School Travel Plans. Copies of these leaflets are available free


of charge from the Engineering Services section of the Council’s website at www.iwight.com


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 2












T
ra


n
s
p


o
rt


 &
 t


h
e


 w
id


e
r 


c
o


n
te


xt


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  1


B. Transport & the wider context


B.1 Introduction


This section sets transport on the Island in the wider context. It gives a brief 


overview of the Island, its people, where they live and what they do. It explains 


how this Local Transport Plan (LTP2) fits with and takes account of National 


Policies, existing and emerging Regional Strategies our Community Plan - 


“Island Futures”, our Corporate Plan, the emerging Local Development framework


(LDF) and other local polices and strategies.  


B.1.1 Background


Transport is a fundamentally important part of our everyday lives. Our quality of life is influenced by 


how easy it is to access what we need every day - jobs, education, health, shopping and leisure.  


It is recognised that we need an efficient transport system if we are to achieve economic growth and 


prosperity. However the way we travel and how often we make those journeys can have a detrimental 


impact on our local environment and quality of life. As the global demand for transport grows we are 


now actually changing the very climate of our planet.


Increasing car ownership has helped revolutionise the 


way in which we live. For those who have a car, access 


can, in real terms, still be comparatively easy and cheap.


Whilst it must be recognised that increasing access in 


this way can improve the lives of those who can benefit 


from it, it nevertheless brings with it growing problems 


of congestion and pollution.  


The challenge therefore is how we can balance this 


increasing need to travel without having a detrimental 


impact on our environment, our health, and the economy. This Plan has taken into consideration the


impact that transport has on the environment and the Strategic Environmental Assessment carried 


out into the Plan seeks to ensure that any detrimental impact is reduced as far as possible and 


where possible mitigating measures are put in place. (See Sections E and I).


B.2 An introduction to the island


The Isle of Wight is located south of the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton 


and separated from the mainland by the stretch of water known as the Solent, 


which is in the region of 5km (3 miles) wide. The Island is roughly diamond 


shape and measures approximately 21km (13 miles) north to south and 37km 


(23 miles) west to east. The total land area is 38,014 ha (approximately 146 


square miles).
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2 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Isle of Wight in context - main transport routes


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. LA076694.


The Island has a 833km (517 miles) road network, set in a landscape of which half is designated 


an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Its 827km (514 mile) network of public rights of way 


provides urban links and allows easy foot and cycle access into the countryside.


The Island is unusually rich in species and habitats, compared to other similar areas on the mainland. 


The chalk grasslands, maritime cliffs and slopes and estuaries are particularly important, not only 


in regional context, but also on a national and international scale.  


Much of the Island is covered by nature conservation and other designations.


• Over half of the Island is designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).


• 11% of the Island is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).


• 10% has been designated as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).


• The Island has more than 10% of the South East Regions chalk grassland.


• The Island has some of the best examples of undeveloped estuaries in the South - East region.


Motorway
A Class Road
B Class Road
Railway
Airport


Ferry Routes
Ventnor


Shanklin


Sandown


Ryde


NewportTotland


Yarmouth


Christchurch


Lymington
  Cowes E. Cowes 


Gosport 


Portsmouth 


Southampton 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  3


The map below illustrates protected areas. 


Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown Copyright.


B.3 Improving the quality of life for everyone


Our Island status brings with it many benefits - it inspires a high degree of pride


and generates a strong sense of local identity. Those who live here and those 


who come as visitors, prize the quality of our environment and enjoy what many 


see as a more relaxed lifestyle.  


Despite this we can be seen as an Island of two parts, the glitz and glamour associated with our national


and international events and the prestige and attraction associated with some of our towns and villages


can make a sometimes, stark contrast with some other elements of the Island. For example, 15 of our 


48 wards are within the top 20% nationally of most deprived areas and at 28% of the population, we also


have one of the highest levels of people of pensionable age in the UK. The difficult life circumstances 


facing some people can mean that they are effectively excluded from the opportunity to live prosperous, 


healthy and fulfiled lives.


Social exclusion impacts upon people and communities in many different ways - it can exclude them 


from employment from access to good quality affordable housing, from access to leisure activities and 


can also affect their state of health. Social exclusion can reduce people’s quality of life, restrict their 


ability to realise their full potential, and force them to live below the standards they would wish with 


damaging consequences for individual and social cohesion. It also acts to put a “brake” on the economic 


prosperity of the Island and imposes additional costs on our services and provisions.  


B.3.1 Creating a healthy Island


Over recent years the Island has witnessed a change in the age of our population and where people live,


whether they are employed, where they are employed and how they travel all have a big impact on the 


quality of life impact on the environment and the number and type of journeys made. 
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4 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Island has a significant number of older people, which has important implications for a range of 


issues including public health, social services, employment and transport. A wide range of indicators 


of deprivation show that many people on the Island experience health inequalities and social exclusion.


Health and life expectancy are closely linked to social circumstances and childhood poverty and these 


inadequacies can mean poorer health, reduced quality of life and earlier death than rates experienced 


by people who are better off.  


It is recognised that if the Island is to prosper, we must do this by working together as a whole. 


The establishment of the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) partnership, implementation of Aim High 


and delivery of our Local Area Agreement (LAA) will all help foster an environment where agencies can 


work better together to improve the delivery economic regeneration and help address the high 


levels of socio-economic deprivation on the Island. These policies should recognise the importance of 


maintaining and improving accessibility to services such as health, education and the key role that 


transport and active transport - such as walking and cycling has to play. 


B.3.2 Equality and diversity


We live in an increasingly diverse society. It is important that we treat people in the way in which they 


want to be treated. Where people were born or issues relating to health, age, race or sex should not 


have an adverse impact on their quality of life.


The Isle of Wight has a higher percentage of people with Limiting Long Term Illnesses (LLTI) than the 


South East Region and England and Wales (22% IOW, 15.5% South East and 18.2% England and Wales).


Some 6% of the adult Isle of Wight population were issued with a disabled parking badge 2004/05.  


The 2001 Census shows an increase in the non-white ethnic population of the Isle of Wight to 1,749 


persons. This equates to some 1.3% of the 2001 total census population, compared to 8.7% of the figure


for England and Wales.  


Ethnic Groups IW Nos. IW %


White 130,982 98.7%


Mixed White & Black Caribbean 270 0.2%


Mixed White & Black African 65 0.1%


Mixed White & Asian 243 0.1%


Other Mixed 141 0.1%


Asian or Asian British – Indian 189 0.1%


Asian or Asian British – Pakistani 88 0.1%


Asian or Asian British – Bangladeshi 89 0.1%


Asian or Asian British – Other Asian 66 0.1%


Black & Black British – Caribbean 160 0.1%


Black & Black British – African 109 0.0%


Black & Black British – Other Black 35 0.1%


Chinese 123 0.1%


Other ethnic group 171 0.1%


Source: Census of Population 2001.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  5


The development of this Plan has allowed us the opportunity to reach out to the Island’s diverse community.


The Council values equality and diversity and will continue to consult with a range of different groups 


both through the QTP and by other means. It is important that we bring equality and diversity to all aspects 


of our daily business and details of our Comprehensive Equality Plan are included in Section C - Transport


Issues and Opportunities.


B.3.3 Demographic changes


During the last one hundred years the population of the Island has increased year on year from 82,418 


in 1901 to 132,731 in 2001. This increase has been greater since 1951 due to inward migration as opposed 


to births exceeding deaths. During the last ten census years (1991 - 2001), the Island witnessed a 5.4% 


increase in population. This is higher than all other regional averages.  


The map included below illustrates the locations of the main towns and villages on the Isle of Wight.


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.  


© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  LA076694.


The numbers of people living on the Island, where they live, work and go to school and college can have a 


big impact on our transport infrastructure and issues such as congestion, air quality and the environment.


The population of the Island is centred on a number of coastal towns and Newport at the centre. Our 


transport network reflects this pattern, with roads radiating out from Newport and with our coastal roads


following the fringe, the shape of our network is similar to that of the spokes and rim of a cycle wheel.  


The 2001 census indicated that the majority of people are located in the towns of Newport (map ref K-4), 


Ryde (map ref O-2), Cowes (map ref J-1) and East Cowes (map ref K-1) and the southeast coastal areas 


of Sandown (map ref O-6), Shanklin (map ref N-8) and Ventnor (map ref N-9). Whilst the lowest population


densities are within, what are predominately the most rural areas of the Island - Shalfleet, Yarmouth, 


Brighstone, and Calbourne. 


A Class Roads
B Class Roads
Railway
Airports


Ventnor


Shanklin


Sandown


Ryde


Newport


Totland


Yarmouth


  Cowes East Cowes Lymington


Shafleet
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Brighstone
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Fishbourne


Brading Bembridge
Freshwater
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6 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Population of main towns


How old people are, can have an influence on how often and by what means they travel. The age profile 


of those living on the Island has changed considerably over the last 100 years. In 1901 the largest number 


of people living on the Island were in the age range 15 – 25 years. From 25 years and older the numbers 


decreased annually with very few people living to 85 years and above. One hundred years later the picture


is very different. The numbers being born has dropped noticeably and the largest age group is now those 


aged 50–54, with over 4000 people living beyond 85 years.


The Island has become a popular retirement area and in 2001, 28.4% of the Island’s population were 


aged 60 years or over compared to 20.9% in England and Wales. At the same time we have less young 


people living on the Island - 18.2% aged under 16 years compared to 20.2% in England and Wales.


The map included below illustrates the percentage of ward over pensionable age (60+ women, 65+ men). 


(Source 2001 Census of Population)


Reproduced with the permission of 


Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown Copyright.


Town Population


Newport 23,600


Ryde 24,000


Cowes 13,600


East Cowes 7,000


Sandown 6,500


Shanklin 8,700


Ventnor 6,300


Lake 5,000


West Wight 10,700


Bembridge 3,800


Source: Census of Population 2001.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  7


B.3.4 Where we live


Whether people live on their own, or as part of a family group, can also have an influence on how often 


and by what means they travel.  


The number of dwellings on the Island has continued to increase more rapidly than the growth in population.


There are now 5,000 more dwellings than in 1991 and in the last ten years there has been an average of


580 new properties built each year. The 2001 census showed that whilst the population and number of 


dwellings has risen, the number of people per dwelling has fallen and average family sizes are now far 


smaller than they were 50 years ago. 


The 2001 Census showed that whilst married couples occupy the majority of households, the number of


single parent households has risen from 3.0% in 1991 to 6.1% in 2001. Single pensioner households 


still account for 18% of all households, whilst people living on their own occupy another 13% of all 


Island households.   


B.4 Ensuring job creation and economic prosperity


In many ways, the industrial structure of the Island’s economy mirrors that of 


the South East Region and that of the UK as a whole. Heavy industry has declined 


over recent years and the service sector now dominates our economy by a 


considerable margin, with manufacturing now accounting for just 17% of our 


local economy.  


However despite having similarities with the economy of the South East, the Island is different in many 


important ways. These are:


• The relatively high concentration of retail, hotels & catering and health on the Island.  


These sectors combine to account for 27% of total output on the Island, compared with 


just 16% in the South East and 17% in the UK.


• In contrast, business services and transport & communications account for just 12% 


of output on the Island, compared with almost 25% in the South East Region.


• The construction sector and engineering account for a greater proportion of output 


on the Island than they do in either the southeast or the UK.  


Put quite simply, the Island does not share in the economic prosperity more generally enjoyed by 


our mainland neighbours. Above average unemployment, lower wages and a dependence on the 


seasonally variable tourist industry and emerging skills shortages all serve to hamper business 


growth and competitiveness.  


We are looking to tackle this issue in a number of ways, including in partnership with the Government 


through the delivery of our Local Area Agreement (LAA), which seeks to focus on improving wealth 


creation through targeted business support and training. (Further details of our Local Area Agreement 


is included in Section D – Long term Strategy).
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8 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


B.4.1 Transport and employment


How many people are employed and where they live and work is an important factor when 


considering transport and its implications. The 2001 census has identified that there is a link between 


where people live and the type of employment they undertake. This could be attributable to a number 


of factors including - the choice or availability of jobs, desire to reduce travel distances and availability 


of accommodation.  


The map below illustrates by percentage of population the distribution of economically active people 


on the Island. (Source 2001 Census of Population).


Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown Copyright.


We know from the Census that those employed in manufacturing appear to be more likely to live in the 


Cowes/Newport/Ryde triangle where these types of industry are more common.  


People employed in the tourist industry (Hotels and Restaurants) live closest to the coastal holiday 


resorts of Sandown, Shanklin, and Ventnor and to a lesser extent Ryde. Those employed in agriculture, 


forestry and fishing tend to live in the predominately rural wards to the south of Newport and south and


west of the Island.


B.4.2 Tourism and the economy 


Hotels and catering is considerably more important to the local economy than nationally. Tourism 


remains a significant factor on the Island and the value of tourism to the local economy should not 


be overlooked.  


Over 2.5 million visitors come to the Island each year and visitors spend over £300 million in the local 


economy. It is thought that the multiple, indirect effect of this spend; add a further £100 million to the 


Island’s economy. 


ECONACT,
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65 -            68
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  9


The number of full time staff employed in tourism varies from 12,000 in the winter to 18,000 in the 


summer and tourism supports one in four local jobs. Proportionally this figure is double the regional 


and national levels and indirectly the tourist trade supports many thousand more jobs. 


On the Island the three largest occupations in terms of total employment are: corporate managers, 


sales occupations and elementary administration & service occupations. This group includes kitchen 


porters, kitchen and catering assistants, waiters, waitresses, bar staff, elementary cleaning occupations, 


elementary security occupations and shelf fillers. Together these 3 occupations account for 30% of all 


jobs on the Island.


Tourism investment 


As part of the recent Isle of Wight Tourism Base Line Audit, tourism based business were asked about 


the levels of income they re-invested in their businesses:


• 29% of tourism businesses reinvested between £1-£5,000 a year in their business.


• 21% of tourism businesses reinvested between £6-£50,000 a year in their businesses.


Investment confidence in the Island is increasing and a number of hotel developments, extensions and 


refurbishments have been carried out over recent years and a number of these developments have cost


close to £1m. These developments include the building and subsequent extension of the Premier Travel


Inn at Newport Quay - developed in partnership with the Council as part of the regeneration of the Quay, 


as well as the extension and refurbishment of Seaview Hotel at Seaview, extension of the Albany Hotel 


and Sandpipers at Freshwater Bay and The Wellington Hotel at Ventnor.


The Base Line Audit showed that majority of reinvestment had been spent on the refurbishment of 


existing premises or new buildings and the money invested had, in the majority of cases, been fed back 


into the local economy through the building trade. Using the above information, based on the 3305 


tourism businesses and an average spend of £10,000, this would equate to an additional £16.5m ploughed


back into the local economy. Based on the average wage for the Island (2001 New Earning Survey) this 


would equate to 841 jobs being supported through this investment, (see www.islandbreaks.co.uk for 


more details).


B.4.3 Achieving economic prosperity


The Island is striving to achieve full employment. Although


the employment levels on the Island are currently high, the


actual numbers employed and the pattern of unemployment


on the Island differs to that experienced elsewhere in the 


country. Although the numbers unemployed and claiming 


benefit on the Island has followed national trends and fallen


steadily since 1996, the Isle of Wight rate is unusual in that


it has a high percentage of people claiming incapacity benefit


and is still consistently higher than both the England and 


Wales and South East averages. Our local unemployment figure also demonstrates peaks and 


troughs from summer to winter, due to the high dependency on seasonal tourist trade.  
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10 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


These seasonal variances are also evident when looking at the numbers of claimants aged 18 – 24 


years, which although following the general trends exhibited elsewhere show marked seasonal fluctuation. 


The 2001 census shows that our unemployment is highest in the 20-29 years age group, followed by 


those aged 16-19. When compared with England and Wales the Island has equal or higher unemployment


in all age groups. The Council is working with others to help reduce the numbers of unemployed and 


our LAA includes targets to help drive our performance in this area. 


B.5 Raising education standards and promoting lifelong learning


Improving education and lifelong learning is a priority for the Island. The Community 


Plan and Council’s Aim High Change Management Plan acknowledge the 


importance of raising our educational standards and believe that access to 


continuing education is a basic right for everyone. This is all the more so, given the 


rapid pace of economic and technological change. Harnessing and realising the 


talents of all, especially our young people, will be essential to the future of 


the Island.


Whilst we have many excellent centres of education on the Island there is a common agreement that 


there is room to improve our education performance and the Council has chosen to tackle this issue 


as a high priority.  


The Island operates a three-tier education system. These are: primary schools, age 5-9 years, middle 


schools - age 10-14 years and high schools age 14-16 years. All high schools currently cover 6th form 


education and the Isle of Wight College offers a range of further education courses.


School travel plans


How scholars’ travel to their place of education can have a major influence on peak time traffic levels.  


The development of school travel plans can play a major role in reducing travel demands and encourage 


modal shift. By working with pupils, teachers, parents and governors to understand their travel needs, 


help remove barriers and encourage and facilitate change it is possible to reduce a major part of our 


peak time traffic, reduce congestion, pollution and accidents. Increasing travel by foot and cycle can also 


contribute to healthy schools initiatives and help reduce childhood obesity and health problems in later life. 


Improving accessibility


The Council is pledged to improve educational standards on the Island and any possible considerations 


or modifications to schools or their location should consider the implications for transport. Colleagues 


from education have already been involved in our accessibility planning work and one of our accessibility 


action plans seeks to address access to schools as part of a wider coordinated project. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context 11


B.6 Improving access for all


The Island is not affected by other people’s commuter journeys; virtually nobody 


travels through the Island as part of a longer journey. It therefore follows that 


every journey that takes place on the Island is generated locally and occurs as a 


direct result of own particular circumstances, the availability of transport, personal


decisions, actions and choices.  


We live in an area surrounded by water which means that most of our everyday journeys are by comparison


to elsewhere far shorter and because of the physical and geographical limitations, take place on regular 


and often well used routes.


B.6.1 Daily travel


How and where we travel each day has a huge impact on issues such as, congestion, pollution, public 


transport patronage, fitness and health.


The 2001 Census has helped broaden our understanding of local travel patterns. We already know that 


on average 52.8% of journeys to work on the Island are under 5km (3 miles) long, yet more than half of 


the Island’s working population travel to work by car (54.2%). We have been monitoring car occupancy 


on vehicles entering Newport as part of LTP1 and know that at peak times nearly 80% of cars surveyed 


are single occupancy vehicles. 


Travel to work by bus on the Island is lower at 3.9% compared to 7.4% which is the average for England 


and Wales.  


Addressing these issues and encouraging travel by sustainable means will be a challenge we will have 


to face over the next 20 years. We will have to consider how we can reduce the need to travel and increase


travel by public transport and encourage walking and cycling if we are to cater successfully for future 


growth without increasing congestion and pollution.


Workplace travel plans


It is recognised that developing workplace travel plans which allow and encourage working from home, 


car sharing, support travel by public transport, walking and cycling are beneficial to personal health and 


the environment and can help reduce peak time traffic, congestion, pollution and accidents. Further details 


of how such plans fit within our overall strategy is included in Sections E – L of this document.


B.6.2 Car ownership


The levels of car ownership on the Island have changed since 1991. The numbers of households without


a car has decreased while the numbers of households with more than one car has increased.  


Compared to England and Wales, the Island has a higher proportion of car ownership (47.6% of IOW 


households compared with 43.8% nationally.) We know that households without cars are more likely to 


be located in the urban areas rather than rural areas - this may be due to a number of factors, including 


affordability, easier access to services, access to and availability of public transport and density of 


development. Of the 1,992 families with dependant children on the Island who do not own a car, the 


majority are located within the Island’s main towns.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 11







T
ra


n
s
p


o
rt


 &
 t


h
e


 w
id


e
r 


c
o


n
te


xt


12 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The map below illustrates those households with no car. (Source 2001 Census of Population).


Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown Copyright.


We now know that households with two or more cars are most highly concentrated in the rural areas of 


the Island. Once again this could be for a number of reasons including housing density, a greater affluence 


and access to or availability of frequent public transport. 


B.6.3 Improving accessibility


Maintaining and improving accessibility without adding to increasing levels of congestion and pollution 


will form a key “thread” running through the development of a wide range of plans currently being 


developed under the “umbrella” of the Community Plan including the emerging Local Development 


Framework (LDF) - the Island Plan. It is therefore important that this Local Transport Plan, with its 5 year 


and 20 year vision, fits and works with those other plans and strategies currently being developed for 


planning and the environment, health and tourism.


The development of this Plan and our accessibility strategy has allowed us the opportunity to build on 


existing information and by working with our partners from Planning, AONB, Health, Social Services, 


Education, Employment, the Quality Transport Partnership (QTP) and elsewhere, to develop a real 


understanding of the problems and barriers that people currently face in accessing jobs and services 


and putting in place a sustainable and coordinated approach to help solve them. Further details of this 


work is included in Section F.


NOCAR,


  9 -            16


16 -            22


22 -            29


29 -            36


36 -            42
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  13


B.7 Developing our transport strategy for the Isle of Wight 


The Island is unusual in that the majority of our everyday journeys are contained


within our county boundary. It is therefore fair to say that without the pressures 


placed upon us by the demands and needs of people travelling through our area to


access jobs and services elsewhere, we are to large extent “masters of our 


own destiny”.  


The aim of this Plan is therefore to identify our transport problems and opportunities and establish 


a set of policies and the initiatives and proposals and measures, which will help address them.


This Plan seeks to deliver our 7 key objectives based on the LGA shared priority. These are:


1. To increase accessibility for all.


2. To encourage and support economic prosperity and regeneration.


3. To make Island roads safer.


4. To improve local air quality and conserve and enhance the environment.


5. To tackle congestion.


6. To ensure effective management of the highway network.


7. To achieve value for money solutions.


B.7.1 Links to other policies and strategies 


It is clear that we must have a local transport strategy if we are to improve accessibility and maintain 


and make the best use of our existing transport infrastructure. For this to be successful our transport 


“vision” has taken account of the wider global issues and how it fits with a broad range of National, 


Regional and other local Plans and Strategies.


The Government has taken a lead to ensure that this happens and the Transport Act 2000 requires 


every Local Authority in England, with the exception of those within London, or classified as “excellent” 


under the Governments Comprehensive performance Assessment (CPA) to prepare a Local Transport 


Plan (LTP) for their area.  


B.8 Local plans and strategies


This Plan outlines the transport vision for the next 20 years and by building on 


the progress made during the development and delivery of the first LTP sets 


the transport strategy for the next five years.


B.8.1 Shaping the Island’s future


The Plan fits with, and is one strand of, the delivery mechanism for the Isle of Wight Community Strategy, 


“Island Futures” which was prepared by the Local Strategic Partnership. It sits alongside and helps 


deliver the emerging “Island Plan” the Local Development Framework (LDF) for the Isle of Wight and 


has been developed taking into consideration the needs of motorists, public transport users and a 


broad range of local service providers including - planning, environment, health, education, tourism, 


transport operators, business groups, Town and Parish Councils and transport users.
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The diagram included below illustrates the relationship between National, Regional and local policies, the 


position of the Community Plan and links to our Corporate Plan, “Aim High”, the emerging “Island Plan”


Local Development Framework (LDF) and delivery of targets and schemes on the ground as part of the 


Area Investment Framework (AIF). It also shows the importance of monitoring our progress. It is hoped 


that in the future this process will be run in parallel to the monitoring of the LDF.  


Local Transport Plan Links 


Consultation


Consultation


Consultation


Consultation


Consultation


Consultation


National Plans & Policies


Regional Plans & Policies
• South East Plan


• Transport & Economic Strategies (SEEDA) (SEERA)


Community Strategy
Local Strategic Partnerhsip (LSP) - ‘Island Futures’


4 Key Themes
• Safer Island


• Healthy Island


• Skilled & Educated Island


• Thriving Island


Corporate Plan
Aims & Objectives


Aim High
• 4 Key Themes, plus


• To be a high performing, cost effective Council


Local Area Agreement (LAA)


• 4 Key Themes


Local Development Framework (LDF)
• ‘Island Plan’


• 2020 Vision


• ‘Economic Regeneration’


Local Transport Plan
• Shared Priorities


AIF/Regeneration Areas
• Cowes Waterfront


• Pan


• Ryde


• The Bay Area


• Rural Areas


Consultation


Consultation


Consultation


Other Plans 
& Strategies


Targets


Annual 
Progress Report
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  15


B.8.2 Developing our Community Plan – “Island Futures” 


The Isle of Wight Community Plan “Island Futures” was prepared following extensive and wide-ranging 


consultation and represents the overarching “umbrella” document under which all other local plans 


and strategies sit.  


The founding “Island Future Partnership” partners included: Healthcare NHS Trust, SEEDA, The 


Countryside Agency, Island Business Representatives, Island Housing Association Representatives, 


Local Learning Partnership, Primary Care Trust, The Economic Partnership, The IW Youth MP, IW 


College, Tourist Industry, Transport Industry Representatives, and Voluntary Sector.  Other groups 


are now represented on the group (now known as the Local Strategic Partnership - LSP) including 


a representative from Government Office for the South East (GOSE).


The Plan includes four key components, these are:


• A long-term vision that involves outcomes.


• An action plan with shorter-term priorities.


• Obtaining a shared commitment to moving things forward.


• Monitoring progress and reporting to local communities. 


The structure of the LSP has been recently revised to reflect the content of the LAA and the four “themes” 


within the LSP are now four of the five key themes adopted by the Council in its own Aim High - Change


Management Plan. These are:


• Safer Island.


• Healthy Island.


• Skilled and Educated Island.


• Thriving Island.


B.8.3 Transport and the LSP


Transport is a key element within “Thriving Island” and input into this theme is through the Quality 


Transport Partnership (QTP) a broad group comprising, transport operators - bus, rail, cross-Solent, 


freight and taxi. Transport users, motorists, bus users, cycle and motorcycle groups, business 


representatives, environmental groups and the Isle of Wight Council.


B.8.4 The Quality Transport Partnership


This group is the link between those groups it represents and the LSP and the Chair of the QTP 


represents the transport and access view within the LSP. The QTP has helped formulate and 


evaluate local transport policy and helped monitor and improve our delivery against targets. 


The development of this Plan has been influenced and guided by the QTP and details are included 


within the introduction to this document setting out the process by which this was achieved. 
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16 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


B.8.5 Aim High - The Council’s Change Management Plan


The Council recognises the importance of prioritising and focussing its delivery and the “Aim High” - 


Change Management Plan, is the foundation on which the Council’s vision and values are now established. 


The Council has determined that it will focus its resources to deliver measurable and positive outcomes


for its community across the same four “outward facing outcomes” or “themes” identified in the Local 


Area Agreement (LAA).


These are:


• Safer and stronger communities.


• Healthier communities.


• Economic Development and enterprise.


• Children and young people.  


The Council has also chosen to adopt a fifth, more inward-looking objective:


• To be a high-performing, cost-effective Council.


By aligning our objectives with those contained in the Community Plan - “Island Futures” and the 


LAA, the Island has now established the bedrock principles on which measurable and coordinated 


improvements can be made. 


The Council is committed to making this happen through strong political leadership, a commitment 


to strategically driven excellence in service delivery, value for money, improving our customer and 


community focus and continuous organisational improvement and staff development.


B.8.6 The Local Development Framework


The Local Development Framework (LDF) sits below and is the delivery mechanism for the Community 


Strategy. As the broad planning policy document, it will when adopted, supersede the existing adopted 


Unitary Development Plan (UDP). The LDF must accord with the National Policies and Regional Guidance 


and when adopted will help guide future development on the Island.


The work required to develop this LTP has many areas in common with the LDF and we have carried 


out our accessibility work and the development of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in 


parallel with the development of the LDF.  


Section D of this Plan details how the development of our transport policies have and will continue to 


take account of the emerging framework being established as part of the development of the LDF. We 


have deliberately sought to develop these two key plans in this way, so as to ensure close compatibility 


and compliance. 


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 16







T
ra


n
s
p


o
rt


 &
 t


h
e


 w
id


e
r 


c
o


n
te


xt


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  17


B.8.7 Delivering our shared priorities


The Government have made it clear that Local Authorities should “continue to consider a wider variety 


of transport modes and policy options appropriate to their localities and that they continue to integrate 


transport and other activities”. This must reflect the “shared priorities” which were agreed between 


central and local government. These are:


• Improving access to jobs and services - particularly for those in need in ways, which are sustainable.


• Improving public transport.


• Reducing problems of congestion.


• Reducing pollution.


• Increasing safety. 


The Government has made it clear that when appraising the content of a local authority’s LTP it will 


look for evidence that “a focus on the shared priorities has been at the heart of the LTP development”.  


This LTP has therefore been developed to reflect this guidance and the four key principles of this Plan 


are therefore to:


• To set transport in the wider context.


• Set locally relevant targets for outcomes, where an outcome is a measurable change in activity.


• Identify the best value - for - money solution to deliver those targets.  


• Set trajectories for key targets – so as to enable the greatest possible transparency and 


rigour in assessing performance.


The following sections explain how this Plan fits with and takes account of national, regional and local issues. 


B.9 National Issues


It is now recognised at a national level that transport policies, which have been 


dominated in the past by short term solutions, have actually resulted in a reduction


in choice for all the travelling public - including motorists, those who travel by 


public transport, pedestrians and cyclists.   


The Government White Paper “The Future of Transport, a network for 2030”, which was presented to 


Parliament in July 2004 sets out the Government’s vision for transport for up to 2030. The strategy is 


built around three central themes - “sustained investment, improvements in transport management 


and planning ahead” It recognises that nationally “we need a transport network that can meet the 


challenges of a growing economy and the increasing demand for travel, but can also achieve our 


environmental objectives. 
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18 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


This means coherent transport networks with:


• The road network providing a more reliable and freer - flowing service for both personal travel 


and freight, with people able to make informed choices about how and when they travel.


• The rail network providing a fast, reliable and efficient service, particularly for interurban 


journeys and commuting into large urban areas. 


• Bus services that are reliable, flexible, convenient and tailored to local needs.


• Making walking and cycling a real alternative for local trips; and 


• Ports and airports providing improved international and domestic links.


The development of this plan, its 5-year strategy and 20-year vision has given us the opportunity to talk 


to our partners and take stock of our current situation. This document therefore addresses the three 


central themes set out in the Government’s White Paper and sets this against the needs of those who 


live on and visit the Island, together with issues such as sustainability and capacity and how the Island 


could change over the next 10-20 years.  


B.10 The regional picture


The growth in travel is closely associated with our economic well-being and people


becoming “better off”. As the country becomes more prosperous, we chose to, or 


have to travel more - it’s how often and by what method we make those journeys, 


that makes a difference to where we live.  


B.10.1 A transport vision for the South East


The Island falls within the boundary of the South East Region. Although in many ways separate from 


and slightly behind our regional neighbours, particularly in terms of employment and affluence, we 


nevertheless to a degree, feel the impact and influence of our more economically buoyant neighbours.  


The picture of South East England as being one of the most successful regions is reflected in some of 


the most commonly used indicators.  


These show that the region has:


• The highest employment rate in the UK (although there are some fairly large regional 


variations and these levels of employment are not reflected on the Island).


• Higher than average household income (18% higher than the UK average).


• Higher than average car ownership (483 cars per 1000 compared to a UK total of 410 cars 


per 1000).


• Well below average unemployment.


• Well below average mortality rate.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 18







T
ra


n
s
p


o
rt


 &
 t


h
e


 w
id


e
r 


c
o


n
te


xt


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  19


The region is one of extreme comparisons and despite its generally high economic performance; there 


remain pockets of comparative deprivation, of which the Island is one such area. The regional significance 


of London cannot be understated. Although outside the region, it is almost completely enveloped on 


three sides and many of the daily journeys are into, or round the nations capital. Severe traffic congestion


is now evident within parts of the region and what the business community sees as the failure of the 


region’s transport system is starting to have an impact on the region’s vitality and future expansion. 


B.10.2 Regional Transport Strategy


The Regional Transport Strategy is the regional framework that will ensure that the investment 


programmes of local authorities, transport providers and other key stakeholders in the transport 


sector complement and support the wider regional objective of delivering a more sustainable pattern 


of development.


The Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) was published by the Secretary of State in July 2004 and forms 


the basis of the draft transport policies for the South East Plan. The Regional Transport Strategy 


represents a replacement of the transport chapter of Regional Planning Guidance for the South East 


(RPG9), published in March 2001. The Transport Strategy has been informed by the outputs generated 


by the multi-modal transport studies commissioned by the Government following publication of the 


Roads Review in July 1998. A significant proportion of the Region’s transport system has been covered 


by these studies.  


Of particular interest to the Island was the South Coast Corridor Multi-Modal Study (SoCoMMS) study of


the south coast route from Southampton to Ramsgate, looking at congestion, safety and environmental 


problems. The Isle of Wight Council was involved in discussions and made comment on this study.


Gateway to Europe


The South East is a major gateway to Europe and beyond. The Regional Transport Strategy seeks to 


address the pressures associated with this important national function and the impact of our proximity 


to London. The Plan seeks to establish a balanced approach and its vision “is a high quality transport 


system to act as a catalyst for continued economic growth and provide for an improved quality of life for 


all in a sustainable and socially inclusive manner: a regional transport system which progressively 


reaches the standards of the best in the North West Europe”. In setting the long-term regional 


framework, the RTS provides the context within which other relevant regional strategies should be 


developed. This LTP conforms to policies in the RTS. 


The White Paper on Aviation was published on 16th December 2003. It set out the strategic framework 


for the development of airport capacity in the UK over the next 30 years and made recommendations 


relating to a number of local airports on the south coast and close to us. Of particular relevance was 


support for the development of Bournemouth International and Southampton Airports.  


B.10.3 The South East Plan


The South East Plan is the overarching plan for the region and prepared by South East of England 


Regional Assembly (SEERA). It sets the framework for development, includes the Regional Transport 


Strategy and links to the Regional Economic Strategy prepared by South East of England Development 


Agency (SEEDA). The overarching vision is to “bring about an urban renaissance in order to improve the 


quality of life for those in urban areas and protect the countryside”.  
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20 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Plan considers the growth potential of the Region, particularly in terms of housing and employment 


and focusing on improvements that we need to make to ensure the region remains economically 


successful and an attractive place to live.


The Draft Plan, Part 1: Core Regional Policies were developed following extensive consultation; approved 


by the Regional Assembly's annual meeting on 13 July 2005 and submitted to Government on 29 July 


2005. The full Plan, to include Part 2: Sub-regional Details will be submitted for Government approval 


on 31 March 2006.  


The South East Plan sets the context for sub-regional strategies and the new Local Development 


Framework (LDF) documents being prepared at a local level. This LTP will help deliver the transport 


elements of the Island Plan. Once adopted the South East Plan will shape the development of our region 


through to 2026. It is therefore important that both the LTP and LDF accord with the South East Plan.


B.10.4 Our role in the region


The following table gives a brief overview of the policies included in the RTS and illustrates how this 


Plan accords with them.  


In the RTS each policy relates to how it should impact on relevant Regional Strategies, Local Development


Documents and Local Transport Plans.


RTS Policy LTP Implications


Policy T1 Manage and invest


Plans should support appropriate


management policies. Encourage


access to services and facilities by


non-car modes. Reduce the need


to travel, support transport hubs


and spokes. Facilitate urban


renewal and sustainable growth.


This Plan includes a programme


of planned works and initiatives


that encourage sustainable travel


and the use of non-car modes. The


Plan recognises the importance of


regional hubs and spokes and the


new transport Interchange at 


Ryde is included as a important


interchange in the RTS.


Policy T2 Key Management issues


Plans should include policies 


to facilitate economic growth, 


environmental enhancement 


and promote social inclusion  -


this will be done by: maintaining


the existing transport system.


Improving road safety, improving


access for all, reducing 


environmental impact. Ensuring the


environmental impact of schemes


is reduced. 


This LTP contains proposals 


and initiatives to address social


exclusion by increasing access 


and maintain our transport 


infrastructure and make the 


best use of existing facilities. 


The Council is developing a PFI


which if successful will ensure


that our transport infrastructure 


is maintained at the highest 


possible standard.


Policy Summary
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  21


RTS Policy LTP Implications


Policy T3 The Rural Dimension


LTPs should develop innovative


approaches to public transport 


in rural areas, to reflect social 


and economic characteristics 


of the region.


Improving accessibility is a key


element of this Plan which includes


initiatives and proposals to improve


access by public transport. We will


be using the information achieved


through our accessibility planning


to identify where efforts. should 


be targeted.


Policy T4 Regional Hubs


LTPs should give priority to the


development of high Quality


Interchanges at all levels. Give 


priority to measure that increase


the level of accessibility by public


transport, walking and cycling. 


The development of the  new


Interchange at Ryde is identified 


in the RTS. This Plan seeks to


increase opportunities to walk 


and cycle. The emerging LDF will


look to concentrate development


in sustainable locations.


Policy T5 Regional Spokes


LTPs should support the role of


regional gateways (hubs) as a


focus of economic activity and 


the connecting transport links.


The RTS recognises the importance


of the Portsmouth to Ryde link as


well as Portsmouth, Southampton,


and London (A3) corridors. This


Plan contains initiatives, which 


will support this policy.


Policy T6 Airports


LTPs should include policies and


proposals, which take account of


the outcome of the Aviation White


Paper. Recognise the importance


of Southampton Airport and


encourage travel to airports by


sustainable means.


This Plan recognises the regional


and local significance of both


Southampton and Bournemouth


Airports.


Policy T7 Ports


LTPs should include policies and


proposals, which support and


enhance the role of the region’s


ports. Including Portsmouth and


Southampton. 


As an Island this Council 


recognises the importance 


of maintaining and improving


transport by sea.


Policy T8 Ports – Short Sea Services


LTPs should encourage the 


development of short sea shipping


connections between the regions


ports, including: Southampton 


and Portsmouth. 


This Council is seeking to increase


transport choice and availability


and recognises the importance of


transporting goods to and from


the Island using short sea shipping. 


Policy Summary
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22 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


RTS Policy LTP Implications


Policy T9 Public Transport 


LTPs should foster improvements,


which will facilitate travel by public


transport, including bus, rail,


demand responsive services etc.


This plan includes initiatives to


support travel by public transport


including the introduction of


cheaper travel options.


Policy T10 (a&b) Mobility Management


LTPs should support measures to


“rebalance the transport system”


by reducing the need to travel,


encourage the development of


travel plans, car sharing schemes,


charging initiatives, and encourage


and facilitate travel by bus, cycle


and on foot.


This plan recognises the 


importance of mobility 


management and the Council 


will through flexible working, 


the introduction of its own travel


plan and other initiatives support


this policy. 


Policy T11 The role of Charging


Local Transport Authorities should


use their powers to introduce new


charging initiatives.


The Council do not consider


charging is applicable or 


desirable on the Island. 


Policy T12 Parking Provision 


for New Developments


LDF and LTP should adopt restraint


based measures linked to public


transport and accessibility


improvements. Set maximum


parking standards in line with


PPG13 and PPG3.


The Council parking guidelines


were established as part of the UDP


process and are in line with PPG13.


This Plan includes initiatives to


improve transport accessibility. 


Policy T13 Travel Plans and advice


The LDF and LTP should identify


those developments for which


Travel Plans are required.


Travel Plans are currently 


requested as part of major 


developments and at schools 


- for which there is a target to


have travel plans in all schools 


by 2010.


Policy T14 Rail freight


The rail system should be 


developed to carry an increasing


share of freight movements.


This is not directly relevant to the


Island’s railway, which is unable 


to carry freight due to rolling stock


constraints.


Policy T15 Freight and Site Safeguarding


LDFs and LTPs should ensure 


the most efficient distribution of


goods, by safeguarding freight


wharfs, depots, particularly those


that are alongside rail or water.


The movement of freight is an


important local issue and will be


considered as part of the production


of this LTP and the LDF. Our local


freight operators are represented on


the Quality Transport Partnership.


Policy Summary


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 22







T
ra


n
s
p


o
rt


 &
 t


h
e


 w
id


e
r 


c
o


n
te


xt


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  23


RTS Policy LTP Implications


Policy T16 Inter-modal Interchanges 


SEERA, SRA, FTA, Highways


Agency and Local Authorities 


to identify locations in the South


East for development of new 


Inter-modal interchange.


Although supported - 


not specifically relevant to IOW.


Policy T17 Delivery partnerships


SEERA will encourage and 


support the development of 


innovative integrated management


partnerships at a sub regional level.


The Solent Transport partnership


is nationally recognised as a 


effective method of joint working


for south Hampshire.


Policy Summary


The following map is an extract from the Regional Transport Strategy and illustrates regional transport 


hubs and spokes. Improvements to Ryde Interchange are included.


All road rail alignments are purely indicative / Map subject to further changes.  


© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. South East England Regional Assembly. Licence No. 0100037971 (2005).


B.10.5 Regional Economic Strategy 


The purpose of the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) is to shape the future economic development of 


the South East. The role of SEEDA is to lead the development and overall implementation of the strategy 


on behalf of the region, but it is a strategy for all who have an interest in the future performance of the 


South East economy.
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24 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Regional Economic Strategy (RES) for the South East England (2002-2012) was published by South 


East England Development Agency in 2002. The Strategy describes the economic dynamics of the area 


and sets out how our economic performance can be improved. Government guidance has made it clear 


that the Regional Spatial Strategy - the South East Plan (prepared by SEERA) should encompass and 


assist the implementation of the RES.  


The RES sets a 10 - year framework for economic development and seeks to ensure that “by 2012 the 


South East will be recognised by all as one of the world’s 15 top performing regional economies as 


measured against a broad range of economic, social and environmental indicators”.  


The Strategy identifies the functions of the South East Economy as being:


• A global gateway.


• An International Region.


• A hub of innovation and creativity.


• A manufacturing base.


• A centre for creative, cultural and sporting industries.


• An environmental economy.


• A rural economy.


• A learning region.


The RES recognises the importance of transport and communications and seeks to ensure we are “an 


Integrated Region” - with good cross boundary links. The Plan recognises the problems associated with


our current transport systems and the need to maintain and improve accessibility, particularly where 


this impacts on economic development and the vitality and viability of the region. The Plan recognises 


that “we cannot build our way out of the congestion problem”. It confirms, “we do need urgent investment 


to provide new transport infrastructure for the region. However, we must also be prepared to tackle the 


seemingly insatiable demand for road transport.” When considering the relationship between transport 


and employment it is clear that “as employers and individuals we must be prepared to change our travel 


behaviour, to embrace new communications technology and flexible working”.  


South Hampshire is identified as an “area of economic opportunity” in the RES and the Plan contains 


policies to ensure it achieves that status. Policy RE1 seeks to ensure that Plans promote sustainable 


communities, focus development on urban areas, locate development so as to minimise commuting, 


make the best use of public transport, support the agricultural, horticultural and forestry industries and


rural economic diversification.  


Updating the RES


Following a series of Public Consultation event held across the South East, SEEDA published the RES 


Consultation Document, along with an independent Economic Impact Assessment of the 2002 RES, 


prepared by consultants KPMG and an interim Evidence Base Document, prepared by SEEDA's Strategy


Team in collaboration with consultants Deloitte. The formal Consultation Period closed on Friday 17th 


February 2006.  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  25


Impact on the Island


This Plan must take account of the potential for economic development, both in where growth takes 


place on the Island and the implications in terms of access to those jobs for both people and deliveries.  


The Island economic regeneration can offer a major force for change - these issues will be taken into 


consideration as part of the development of the Community Strategy, Aim High, the LAA, the Island 


Plan (LDF) and this Plan. These issues are covered in Section G - “Economic Regeneration”.


B.11 Maintaining and improving cross solent links


The Island is reliant on the South East in many ways and local surveys show that 


an increasing number of people now choose to or have to travel to the mainland for


employment, health, education or training. With the exception of a small number of 


direct journeys by private yacht or plane, nearly all of the personal journeys, goods 


and services transported to the Island have to travel through the South East Region. 


It is important therefore that this plan and our other emerging development plans consider and take into 


account the Island’s ability to provide for its local needs and requirements in terms of jobs, healthcare 


and training. We know that a growing number of people choose to live on the Island and commute daily 


to the mainland for work and if congestion continues to grow in Hampshire and elsewhere in the Region, 


improved cross Solent access and the use of the Solent as a transport highway could have a knock on 


effect on Island life in particular access to and the demand for parking at Cowes and Ryde. 


B.11.1 Cross Solent Study


The Council has commissioned consultants to carry out a Cross Solent Study. This has examined the 


following issues:


• Whether the existing ferry based connections are sufficient to service the Island’s future needs.


• In broad terms, whether the entry ports have spare capacity or the potential to expand 


or relocate; and


• The degree of integration of Islandwide transport links at the entry ports.


Whilst the findings of this report are still to be considered in detail by the Council, the initial conclusions were: 


• Capacity problems relate to both cross Solent service capacity and the capacity of onward 


transportation links.


• Capacity problems mainly occur during the May Bank Holiday and summer weekends.


• Generally little capacity problems occur at other times.


• Operational improvements could help spread demand and reduce peak.


• Capital improvements will ensure long-term solution, but has issues in terms of land use implications.
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26 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


B.11.2 Improving interchange and accessibility


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining and improving cross-Solent links and the 


necessity to improve and update our key cross Solent interchanges.  


Our first LTP identified the need to improve facilities at 


Yarmouth, Cowes, East Cowes and Ryde and the development


of new interchange at Ryde to facilitate connections between 


on-Island journeys made by foot, cycle, public transport - 


bus, train, taxi, coach and bus and cross-Solent journeys 


made by the Fast Cat and Hovercraft. A planning application 


for the redevelopment of Ryde Interchange was approved in 


2005 and work on this scheme is progressing.


Access to health care 


We are already working with partners from a number of Island agencies, plus health education and 


transport providers to share information, establish the current and likely demand for cross-Solent travel 


and identify the best and most cost effective ways in which travel for health treatment, education and 


training can be catered for in a cost effective way.  


The importance of developing and maintaining good cross-Solent links and South East transport links 


will be examined further with our neighbours in Portsmouth and Southampton City Councils and 


Hampshire County Council, which together with Hampshire transport providers, business organisations


and others, form Solent Transport.  Details of this are included in Section F.


B.12 The Solent transport area


Nearly all goods and services that arrive on the Island are transported through 


Hampshire and the Solent Transport Area, to ports at Portsmouth, Southampton 


and Lymington.


The Solent Transport Area is a densely populated urban area stretching along the South Coast from the 


New Forest waterside and Southampton in the west to Portsmouth, Havant and Hayling Island in the 


east. The area extends to Eastleigh and Waterlooville in the north. Although Winchester falls outside 


the Solent area, movements to and from the north are taken into account in the emerging Solent 


Transport Strategy.  


The Isle of Wight is closely associated with the Solent Strategy area. Ferry journeys to the Island are 


important features of the ports of Southampton, Portsmouth and Lymington, with its links to the New 


Forest and the west. Access to and from these ports is essential for residents of the Island, both in 


terms of tourism and to provide access to facilities not available on the Island, such as specialist 


further education and healthcare.


It is important to maintain and improve good cross Solent links and an increasing number of people 


chose to, or have to commute to the mainland for employment and other purposes. The towns and 


cities within South Hampshire can offer a more varied range of employment, retail and other facilities.  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  27


The two cities of Southampton and Portsmouth together form the largest urban area in the South East 


England outside London and is home to almost one million people.


The table below illustrates the population of the Solent Strategy area. The total including the Island 


is 1,097,744.


The Solent Strategy area is one of the South East Region’s major economic centres outside London.  


The coastline is an intrinsic part of the character of this area. Whilst other successful areas in the 


South East rely upon linkages with the capital, the Solent area operates in a distinctively separate 


manner to London, relying instead upon connections with other regions, including other south coast 


areas and through the Channel ports, Europe and to a lesser extent the Island.


Area Total Population


East Hampshire (part) 15,191


Eastleigh 116,169


Fareham 107,977


Gosport 76,415


Havant 116,849


New Forest (part) 68,275


Portsmouth 186,701


Southampton 217,445


Test Valley (part) 43,160


Winchester (part) 16,831


Total (Solent Transport Area) 965,013


Isle of Wight 132, 731


Total including IOW 1,097,744


Source:  Census of Population 2001.
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28 Section B: Transport & the wider context - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Source – Solent Transport Strategy.


B.12.1 Solent ports


The ports of Southampton and Portsmouth and airport at Southampton and Bournemouth (outside the 


Solent Area) are important gateways to Europe and elsewhere and provide a large part of the area’s 


economy. They also have a significant influence on export/import and the defence related industries. 


The port of Southampton, operated by Associated British Ports, is one of the largest ports in Europe.


In 2001 it handled significant amounts of commercial traffic including 570,000 vehicles, 1.7 million 


containers and 25 million tonnes of oil and a range of other products. The port provides:


• Container services.


• Berths for cruise liners.


• Ferry services - including car ferry and catamaran services to the Island and catamaran to Hythe.


The port of Portsmouth handled over 1 million tonnes of freight in 2004 of which over 850,000 tonnes 


were imports (mainly fruit and vegetables). The port provides:


• Continental ferry services to Caen, Le Havre, Channel Islands and Spain serving passengers 


and road haulage operators.


• Fast Cat service to Ryde, car / passenger ferry to Fishbourne and passenger carrying 


Hovercraft service from Southsea to Ryde.


• Local passenger ferries to Gosport.


Solent Transport - Strategic Hubs and Spokes Transport Hub


Transport Node


Spokes


Park and Ride Sites


Solent Transport
Strategy Area
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section B: Transport & the wider context  29


B.12.2 Travel by air


Southampton airport is an important regional and global airport and currently carries around 1.53 million 


passengers per year with an increase of 27.5% on 2003 passenger numbers. Currently served by 9 


airlines and 6 tour operators flying to 26 European and UK destinations including Amsterdam, Dublin 


and Paris - worldwide connections are offered by Air France, KLM and SN Brussels creating a readily 


accessible global gateway almost minutes from the Island. The aviation White Paper (December 2003) 


underlined the importance of Regional Airports and envisaged that the number using the Southampton 


airport could grow to between 2.5 and 7 million passengers per annum.  


Travel from Bournemouth Airport can also be convenient for those living on the Island, especially for 


those living in the west Wight. Bournemouth is one of the fastest growing airports in the UK offering 


flights to a range of worldwide destinations, including - Amsterdam, Barcelona, Belfast, Channel 


Islands, Dublin, Dubai, Glasgow, Paris, Malaga, Palma, Pisa, Costa del sol. Ferry connections from 


Yarmouth to Lymington are fast and frequent and travel options from Lymington include rail to 


Bournemouth by rail, changing to the mainline service at Brockenhurst, or alternatively by road, 


involving car or taxi.  


B.13 Working with our solent transport partners


We recognise the importance of working in partnership with our colleagues 


in Hampshire County, and Portsmouth and Southampton City Council’s, which 


together make up Solent Transport. Although not strictly a partner of the group, 


the Council is keen to participate in joint discussions and help influence 


policy decisions.  


We recognise the importance of maintaining and developing our links with this group and have been 


sharing information and working with them on the development of a range of mutually beneficial 


systems and strategies. Council Officers have been attending regular meetings as part of the formulation 


of the development of this Plan and will be expanding this work as part of our accessibility planning, 


particularly with regard to access to the mainland for specialist healthcare, education and training.
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Assessment of K.4.3 summary of key actions in Ensuring Effective Management 
 
Plan Option/ Measure Key Actions Ensuring Effective Management (K.4.3) Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria SEA Criteria Description of the value and 


vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Slight positive – based on 
assumption that measures 
proposed elsewhere in Five 
Year Strategy will be 
methods used to tackle 
congestion, improve travel 
choice etc which should 
improve air quality. 


Should help tackle congestion through 
effective management of the highways 
network 


Slight positive – as above 
Should help limit traffic growth through 
working to achieve appropriate targets 


Should help increase travel choice through 
working to achieve appropriate public 
transport, walking and cycling targets 


Slight positive – as above 


Should help reduce the number of car trips 
through working to achieve appropriate 
targets 


Slight positive – as above 


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport  


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Should improve air quality through working to 
achieve appropriate targets. 
 
 


Congestion currently experienced within 
Newport at peak times 
 
The LDF growth scenarios for the Island are 
likely to result in population growth and 
therefore could result in traffic growth. 
 
Currently no AQMA on the Island but 
Environmental Health Department advise that 
air quality thresholds could be exceeded in the 
future if major development takes place on the 
Island increasing population and if ferry sizes 
and/or activity increases 


Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude 


Low – no details provided. Assume 
that measures proposed elsewhere in 
the Five Year Strategy will be the 
methods of meeting targets to 
improve air quality, encourage the 
use of public transport, walking and 
cycling etc. 


This section of the Plan should 
cross-refer to the rest of the report 
to improve air quality. 


Slight positive – as above 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


No effect 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    


No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure Key Actions Ensuring Effective Management (K.4.3) Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria SEA Criteria Description of the value and 


vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


estuaries quality. 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure Key Actions Ensuring Effective Management (K.4.3) Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria SEA Criteria Description of the value and 


vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Should help limit emissions of greenhouse 
gases from transport through working to 
achieve appropriate targets such as 
restricting traffic growth and encouraging 
more public transport use. 


 Targets include restricting traffic growth to 3% 
per annum, achieving a 12.1% increase in bus 
passenger journeys, achieving a 20% increase 
in train passenger journeys and achieving a 
10.6 % increase in ferry passenger journeys.   


Moderate – although effect on 
greenhouse gases emitted is not 
measured and therefore cannot be 
quantified. 


Look for opportunities to further 
reinforce this effect by promoting 
use of alternative fuels, reducing 
the need to travel etc. 


Slight positive 


No effect – because actions do not include 
alternative fuels. 


    No effect 


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 
 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


   Ensure that partnership working 
includes planning transport 
infrastructure and services to 
reduce the vulnerability to the 
effects of climate change. 


No effect 


Will make the Island’s roads safer through 
working to achieve appropriate targets and 
effective management of the highways 
network and meeting targets to reduce road 
network where structural maintenance 
should be considered. 


Powered two-wheeler and car casualties are 
substantially higher than for the whole of 
England. Injuries to older drivers are more 
than in the whole of Great Britain. Severity 
rate is worse on Island than whole of Great 
Britain and highway maintenance trends on 
recent years identified increasing number of 
crash locations where low skidding resistance 
may have been a contributory factor. 
Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 
and increase safety. 


Targets are to reduce the percentage of road 
network where structural maintenance should 
be considered but does not state how much 
structural maintenance this will involve to 
achieve the target or where the priorities areas 
are located.  


low – more details required. Targets 
do not provide detail of what 
structural maintenance will be 
undertaken.  


Look for opportunities to improve 
the safety of Island roads. Through 
maintenance of the highways 
network.  


Slight positive Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive 


Should increase opportunities for walking 
and cycling through working to achieve 
appropriate targets such as to have no 
deterioration of footways; to achieve 100% of 
pedestrian crossings with facilities for 
disabled and to increase cycling trips. 


- Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude. Do not know extent of footways in 
need of maintenance, or explicitly how cycling 
trips will be increased. 


low – no detail as to how these 
targets will be met is provided. 


Look for opportunities to improve 
opportunities for walking and 
cycling where the greatest need 
for improvements in opportunities 
exist. 


Slight positive 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure or routes proposed. 


    No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure or routes proposed. 


    No effect 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure or routes proposed. 


    No effect 


May not affect the impact of severance by 
sea because actions do not specifically 
address cross-Solent travel. 


Severance by sea mainly a result of cost of 
ferries   


Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude. 


low – more details required. Does not 
state whether effective management 
will improve costs for passengers. 


Uncertain mitigation available as 
Council has little influence over 
cost of cross-Solent travel. 


No effect 


Should ensure transport is accessible for all 
sectors of the community through working to 
achieve appropriate targets 


- Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude 


low – no details provided other than 
that effective management will work 
towards achieving targets. 


More detail required in order to 
know what mitigation to propose 


Slight positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 


Should improve access to services and 
facilities through working to achieve 
appropriate targets 


- Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude 


low – no details provided other than 
that effective management will work 
towards achieving targets. 


More detail required in order to 
know what mitigation to propose 


Slight positive 







Plan Option/ Measure Key Actions Ensuring Effective Management (K.4.3) Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Headline Criteria SEA Criteria Description of the value and 


vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive  


Is not likely to affect access to the 
countryside because no changes to 
footpaths/cyclepaths proposed within 
actions. 


 Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude 


low – no details provided other than 
that effective management will work 
towards achieving targets. 


More detail required in order to 
know what mitigation to propose 


No effect 


Not applicable because no changes to 
physical infrastructure proposed. 


    No effect Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 


Will improve the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure through 
effective management of highways 
infrastructure through better co-ordination, 
information and liaison.  


Highways infrastructure on Island in need of 
significant investment to improve condition 


Not enough detail available to comment on 
magnitude – e.g. what type of investment, 
where are priorities etc? 
 
Effects likely to be permanent long term but 
whether Island-wide is uncertain.. 


low – more details required regarding 
confidence that funding will be made 
available. If funding is available, there 
is still uncertainty regarding the 
location of improvements e.g. 
whether improvements will be 
localised or |Island-wide. 


More detail required Slight positive  


 
Summary 
This set of key actions is difficult to assess because it is a set objectives as opposed to measures. Therefore it has been possible to show where these objectives are compatible with the sub-criterion. The magnitude of any compatibility 
(i.e. effect) has not been possible to comment on due to the lack of detail regarding measures which will be put in place. However, the measures associated with this section (Ensuring Effective Management) are those which are set out 
within the Implementation section of the LTP2 and these have been assessed.  
 
The assessment of this section has only been able to show moderate positive effects with respect to Material Assets, Population, Human Health and Safety and Air Quality. A slight positive effect has been identified with respect to 
Climatic Factors. However these key actions are not found to affect Soil and Geology, Water, Landscape and Townscape, Biodiversity Fauna and Flora, Archaeology and Cultural Heritage and Noise and Vibration.  
 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  1


C. Transport issues & opportunities


C.1 Introduction


This section outlines the transport problems and issues that we face on the Island 


and the opportunities available to address these. 


Workshops and consultation


The issues have been identified through our LTP2 workshops, including those undertaken with the QTP 


which includes transport operators, transport users and others, plus a number of other topic based 


workshop groups to which were invited representatives from health, education, economic development, 


local agenda 21, planning, environment, social services and environmental health. It also picks up on 


the consultation carried out into the Provisional Local Transport Plan (PLTP) and development of the 


SEA and finalisation of our detailed strategies (Annexed) and Rights of Way Improvement Plan.


C.1.1 Delivery through the shared priority and regeneration areas


We will be looking to address the issues highlighted here through the delivery of this LTP. This will be 


done as part of our coordinated approach to delivery in line with the Community Plan “Island futures”, 


emerging Island Plan, our “Aim High”, change management Plan, the LAA and our regeneration areas. 


Our five-year strategy sets out the process by which improvements will be made and the investment 


programme explains how this will be delivered in line with the Island Plan and within the Area 


Investment Framework (AIF) derived, regeneration areas illustrated below. These areas are: Cowes 


Waterfront, Pan Urban extension, Sandown Bay, Ryde and Rural Areas.


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


© Crown Copyright. unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. LA076694


Further details of the emerging Island Plan, Area Investment Framework programme and Local Area 


Agreement are included in Section D - Long Term Strategy. 


Ryde


Sandown Bay


Cowes Waterfront


Rural


Pan
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2 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


C.2 Background


The Isle of Wight is different in many ways to anywhere else in the UK. Although 


not physically joined to the south coast, because of the Island’s size, locations of 


towns, demography, and employment patterns and proximity to and influence of 


the mainland - the Island offers a set of unique transport problems. 


Shaped by history


Roughly diamond in shape, the history and development of the Island, the influence of the sea both 


in terms of transport and more recently leisure and tourism has resulted in a pattern of settlements, 


which reflects this maritime influence and transport routes which link them. The Island’s capital town 


Newport, is located at the centre of the Island at the head of the river Medina. The remains of a Roman 


Villa indicate early settlers in the location and the layout of the town centre’s street pattern dates back 


to its medieval occupation. The river is navigable almost to the heart of the town and it’s the influence 


of this important navigable route that finally ensured the prominence of the town with its river, road and


rail links. 


The Isle of Wight has 92 km (57 miles) of coastline and a land area of 146.8 square miles (38,014 hectares). 


The geology of the Island has a huge impact, not only on its appearance, charm and scenic quality but 


also importantly on the location and quality of its transport infrastructure. 


C.2.1 Isle of Wight geology


Hamstead Beds (clay)


Bembridge Marls (clay)


Bembridge Limestone


Headon (clay)


Headon & Osborne Beds (clay)


Bracklesham Group (clay)


London Clay


Reading (clay)


Lower Chalk


Upper Chalk


Lower Chalk Formation & Middle Chalk


Upper Greensand (cherts & limestone)


Gault (clay)


Carstone


Ferrugionous Sands


Sandrock (sand)


Atherfield Clay


Hamstead Beds (clay)


BEMBRIDGE


Crown Copyright (Isle of Wight Council) License no. (076694) 2003
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  3


The Island is divided into two distinct areas by a large chalk ridge running approximately east to west 


(see Map above) The land to the north of the chalk ridge is largely made up of clay, with heavily wooded 


areas and a number of inlets and harbours including the River Medina; the creeks of Newtown, 


Fishbourne & Wootton and the rivers of the Western & Eastern Yar. The Island’s 3 largest towns are 


located in this area (Newport, Cowes and Ryde), accounting for over half of all Island residents.


The area to the south of the ridge is generally flatter in nature with the underlying geology 


predominantly greensand with small areas of clay in the south-eastern tip. The main tourism resorts of


Sandown and Shanklin are situated in this southern region, with Ventnor located on the periphery of the


clay beds.


Our settlement patterns have been influenced by the shape and form of the Island - its inlets, rivers, 


cliffs and downs. The charm and challenge of building close to the coast and need to develop on what 


we now know to be difficult underlying clay sub soils, has left us an expensive legacy, in terms of trying 


to maintain and improve what were in terms of the underlying ground conditions, originally very poorly 


constructed roads.


Hub and spokes


The construction of Osbourne House, Queen Victoria’s summer residence boosted the Island’s popularity


and the development of many of our coastal resort towns including Ryde, Sandown, Shanklin, Cowes, 


East Cowes, Freshwater, Totland and Yarmouth took off during the Victorian period. The resulting 


settlement pattern means that, with the exception of Newport, our main towns are located 


predominately on the Island’s northern and eastern coasts. This has in turn influenced the location 


of our radial road pattern.


The table in the Section B - “Transport in the wider 


context,” illustrates the current size of settlements 


on the Island and it is clear from this, that the bulk 


of recent development has been concentrated on 


Newport and Ryde with the result that these are 


now the two largest settlements.


Some of the earliest employment was shipbuilding, 


located on the river at Cowes and East Cowes. 


Many of the people employed in these areas lived 


locally and travelled to work by foot or bicycle. More recent developments have included, aircraft 


construction, high tech composites, the development and expansion of the local prisons and 


employment at the local hospital and within the local authority. 


Issues such as ongoing changes in lifestyle and revisions to the provision of services such as, location 


of healthcare provision, access to and location of education, and employment together with increase in 


car ownership, means that people can have a more flexible approach to where they work and how they 


travel. The result for many is an increasing number of longer and more frequent car based journeys; a 


gradual decline in bus patronage, reduction in accessibility for those without a car, increasing congestion


and pollution.
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4 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


C.3 Overarching issues


It must be recognised that there are a number of issues, which affect transport and the 


availability of transport on the Island. Some of these will be similar in many ways to, or the 


same as experienced elsewhere on the mainland, others will be particular to the Island. 


Taking a coordinated approach 


These must be considered in the context of the four “key themes” which are now driving our main plans


and policies, notably our Community Strategy - “Island Plan,” Local Area Agreement (LAA) and “Aim 


High - the Council’s own Change Management Plan. 


The challenge will be:


• To achieve economic prosperity and regeneration.


• Whilst at the same time maintaining and improving our environment. 


The Island factor


The overarching issue for this authority and the one that has the biggest influence on transport and a 


range of issues including the way in which we live, the cost of living, access to health care, further 


education and employment, is the fact that we are an Island and separate from the rest of the UK.  


Being an Island brings both problems and opportunities. The Solent acts as a “buffer” between the 


mainland and the Island and crossing the Solent can help make a holiday, or frustrate and add expense


to an everyday journey. That narrow strip of water helps give us our special feel as a community has an 


influence on many of the issues listed below. 


C.4 Local transport issues


Our local transport issues therefore include the following:


People


• Accessibility.


• Growing population.


• Distribution of population.


• Ageing population.


• Deprivation.


• Equality and diversity.


The economy


• Location of employment.


• Unemployment - seasonal variation.


• Cross Solent issues.


• Tourism and transport.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  5


Internal travel


• Increasing car use.


• Traffic growth and increasing congestion.


• Reduction in bus patronage. 


• Slowing in the growth of numbers cycling. 


• Freight distribution.


• Impact of cross Solent travel - car access and commuters.


• Changing retail patterns.


Infrastructure


• Radial road network – all roads lead to Newport.


• Limited highway and transport infrastructure.


• Deterioration in highway infrastructure.


• Road safety issues.


Environment


• Environmental impact.


• Health issues.


C.5 People


As a predominantly rural community, transport is a key issue for many people and 


the availability of a car; access to public transport is essential for many people for 


travel to work, for shopping, health, education and leisure pursuits. 


C.5.1 Accessibility


Some 26% of local residents have no access to a car and many live in rural areas, some of which have 


limited public transport provision. People without access to either public or private transport provision 


can in effect be excluded from society and facilities they need. This can pose particular difficulties for 


those who have mobility problems, or are on low incomes, or who may have trouble getting to basic 


services on or off the Island. 


The highest incidence of households without a car is typically within our town centre locations, notably 


Newport wards Newport North and Ryde, Ryde North East and Ryde South East and Lake South ward. 


This may be due to a number of factors including affordability, availability of bus and rail services, easy 


access by foot and cycle and proximity to workplace shops and services.


C.5.2 Ageing population


The Island has an ageing population and in 2001, 28.4% of the Island’s population were aged 60 years 


and over (compared with 20.9% in England and Wales). This is considerably higher than the 18.2% who 


are aged under 16 years (20.2% in England and Wales). 
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6 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Source: Census of Population 2001


C.5.3 Distribution of population


The census indicates that the highest proportion in this age group live in wards at Seaview and 


Nettlestone, Bembridge North, Lake South, Ventnor West and predominately rural areas of Brighstone 


and Calbourne, Freshwater - Afton and Norton and Totland.


Local facilities


Recent years have seen a change in the way and frequency we use the services located in our smaller 


towns and villages. Typical of many similar rural areas the Island has seen a reduction in the numbers 


employed in agriculture, decline and closure of local facilities including small or independent shops, 


banks, post offices and pubs, together with the rationalisation and centralisation of other services such 


as hospitals, banks and growth of multiple stores. 


The move away from local sustainability and centralisation of services and facilities can have an impact 


on accessibility and put additional pressure on transport requirements, particularly for those who may 


not have access to their own transport and live in deprived or rural areas. 


C.5.4 Areas of deprivation


The Island has some areas of social deprivation and 15 of our 48 wards are within the top 20% of 


nationally recorded deprived areas. The index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is the combined deprivation 


score from seven individual indicators1. 


1 Full details at www.odpm.gov.uk/indices


2003 Population Pyramid


0-4


5-9


10-14


15-19


20-24


25-29


30-34
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55-59


60-64


65-69


70-74


75-79


80-84


85+


Age
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1,0001,0002,000 2,000 3,0003,000 4,0004,000 5,0005,0006,000 6,000
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  7


These indicators are:


• Income deprivation.


• Employment deprivation.


• Health deprivation and disability.


• Education, skills and training deprivation.


• Barriers to housing and services.


• Crime.


• Living Environment deprivation.


Ward Indices Rank %


Regional
Rank


(of 2735)


Island 
Rank
(of 48)


St. Johns-1 47.35 677 10% Most 37 1


Pan 46.28 742
Deprived


48 2


Ryde North East 44.50 849 62 3


Ventnor-1 39.61 1149 103 4


Newport Central 37.80 1283 123 5


Totland 37.60 1295 126 6


Lake-1 37.23 1323 131 7


Shanklin North 35.56 1446 155 8


Osborne 35.49 1450 157 9


Sandown-2 35.43 1454 159 10


Sandown-1 35.30 1464 165 11


Ryde South West 35.29 1465 166 12


Cowes Medina 34.36 1552 182 13


Ryde North West 33.95 1582 11-25% 191 14


Ventnor-2 33.89 1587 192 15


Shanklin South 32.61 1709 220 16


St. Johns-2 32.61 1710 221 17


Ryde South East 32.37 1739 232 18


Mount Joy 30.78 1890 271 19


Freshwater Norton 30.44 1929 280 20


Freshwater Afton 30.32 1944 287 21


Fairlee 29.53 2041 311 22


Cowes Central 29.39 2062 318 23


East Cowes-2 29.17 2098 326 24


National (of 8414)
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8 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Ward Indices Rank %


Regional
Rank


(of 2735)


Island 
Rank
(of 48)


Brading 28.98 2128 332 25


Shanklin Central 28.75 2152 341 26


Lake-2 27.03 2341 403 27


Wroxall 26.93 2358 409 28


Parkhurst 26.83 2372 421 29


Ashey 26.34 2442 438 30


East Cowes-1 26.07 2493 454 31


Calbourne, Shalfleet 


& Yarmouth 25.25 2618 493 32


Bembridge-2 24.06 2828 554 33


Northwood 23.40 2937 26-50% 591 34


Carisbrooke West 22.42 3101 630 35


Chale, Niton & Whitwell 22.35 3113 634 36


Arreton and Newchurch 21.87 3203 661 37


Wootton 21.61 3259 687 38


Gatcombe, Godshill 


& Rookley 21.54 3265 690 39


Cowes Castle-1 20.39 3480 756 40


Bembridge-1 19.49 3661 823 41


Brighstone & Shorwell 19.18 3724 846 42


St. Helens 18.98 3762 860 43


Seaview & Nettlestone 16.44 4316 1050 44


Cowes Castle-2 16.14 4395 51% + 1076 45


Gurnard 16.06 4427 1089 46


Carisbrooke East 15.55 4563 1133 47


Binstead 14.29 4918 1265 48


National (of 8414)


Of the 32,482 nationally defined “super output areas” (smaller than a Census Ward area), six areas fall 


within the 20% most deprived areas in England. These areas are located in Ryde - St Johns West and 


Ryde North East, Newport - two areas in Pan Ward, and Mount Joy and Ventnor East. 


Transport and deprivation


The development of our accessibility strategy has given us the opportunity to look at the ways in which 


the availability of transport impacts on deprivation. Further details of this are included in Section F of 


this Plan. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  9


C.5.5 Equality and diversity


Equality and diversity is a “golden thread” running through the Council’s services and is key to our 


aim of encouraging and developing opportunities, which together contribute to “improving life for the 


whole community”.  


The Council recognises that there are groups of people within our community who may face discrimination 


(intentional or unintentional) because of their background or personal circumstances. The delivery of 


this LTP and the measures and initiatives contained within it can help to ensure that we avoid 


discrimination in terms of race, religious belief, gender, sexual orientation, disability, age and 


geographical location.


The Council is committed to treating people in the way that they would wish to be treated and our 


Comprehensive Equality Plan (CEP) provides a framework within which we can bring equality and 


diversity into all aspects of our daily business, including policymaking and provision of services. 


Successful implementation of CEP will enable the Council to achieve all five levels of the Equality 


Standards for Local Government.


Details of our Comprehensive Equality Plan can be found at www.iwight.com/equalityanddiversity/cep.asp


The Council’s is committed to:


• Provide excellent services to the community.


• Act as community leaders.


• Develop effective consultation with and employment opportunities for both staff and local 


people in a way that is consistent with the equality and diversity policy.


• Accommodate future legislation as it develops.


• Actively promote social inclusion of all Council services.


We will:


• Celebrate diversity to promote a positive image of people from all sectors of the community.


• Treat everyone fairly, challenge inequalities and promote opportunities for all.


• Work in partnership with other community organisations to provide services - which meet the 


requirements of the Island’s community.


• Use this plan and initiate our Accessibility Strategy and Accessibility Action Plans to ensure 


that services are accessible to those who need them. 


• Use the QTP and other mechanisms to involve local people and service users when taking 


decisions that affect them.


• Help provide support for training for all staff and partner organisations, including the not for 


profit sector to raise awareness of diversity issues, in line with our corporate training policy 


and the achievement of the Council’s priorities. 
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10 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Particular issues for this Plan are:


• Understanding issues, by working in partnership with the QTP, other user groups and 


organisations.


• Improving signing and information and ensuring that information is available in alternative 


formats when requested.


• Improving accessibility to transport – low floor buses, ramps etc.


• Improving facilities for those with mobility, sight and or hearing problems. 


C.6 The economy


The Council is looking to improve the economy of the Island and has identified 


regeneration as one of its key priorities.


This will be achieved through:


• A better understanding of the problems and opportunities.


• Coordinated approach through plans and policies.


• Working in partnership to deliver improvements.


• Delivery of “Island Futures” (Community Plan - LSP).


• The delivery of the “Island Plan” – LDF.


• Implementation of this Plan (LTP).


• Improving our infrastructure through our PFI bid.


• Delivering schemes through the Area Investment Framework (AIF).


C.6.1 Location of employment 


Changes to the type and location of local jobs, the gradual decline in Cowes based engineering and 


electronics and growth in Newport based high tech composites industries means that travel to work 


patterns have changed and in some instances the number and length of car journeys has increased. 


Cross Solent issues


On going improvements to the speed and frequency of cross-Solent travel means that an increasing 


number of people are choosing to, or have to commute to jobs on the mainland. The crossings times 


are designed to tie in with mainland and Island rail timetables, and dedicated buses give good links 


from Southsea Hovercraft terminal to the Portsmouth City centre and rail station, from the Red Jet 


terminal at Southampton directly to the City centre and rail station and from the ferry terminal at 


Lymington to Brockenhurst and the main London line. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  11


Cross Solent commuting 


Surveys show that an increasing number of people are choosing to, or having to, cross the Solent each 


day for a number of reasons including employment and education. Similar, though less frequent journeys 


may be required for specialist heath treatment at mainland hospitals.


Surveys undertaken on the Cowes to Southampton Red Jet service have helped to give us a better 


understanding of these changing Solent travel patterns. The method by which people access the ports, 


where they park, leave their cycles or arrive by public transport can have an impact on our northern 


coastal towns. We have already provided a park and ride facility at Cowes to help relieve pressure on 


town centre parking and the park and ride facilities have been put in place at Ryde, St Johns railway 


station, as well as Sandown and Shanklin. The improvements put in place at Brading Station have also 


and have also made this more popular with commuters. 


Considering the recent trends it is clear that this Plan will have to consider the implications of the 


increase in cross-Solent commuting and examine ways that accessibility to the ports can be enhanced 


and maintained without further increasing traffic on our local roads and placing additional burden on 


parking in the already congested town centre / port areas.


C.7 Internal travel


Travel by car can be convenient and for some an essential way of getting about. 


Whilst it is generally acknowledged that the coverage of our bus service is very 


good for what is predominately a rural area, the cost of travel and frequency of 


service is often identified as a determining factor when choosing by what means 


to travel.


Details of recently introduced travel initiatives are included later in this section under “Opportunities 


- Improving travel choice”.


Year Passengers Cars Coaches Commercial


1975 6,680,000 610,000 N/A 105,000


1985 6,473,572 837,026 12,560 140,267


1995 7,607,798 1,203,562 20,630 180,700


2005 9,406,601 1,759,859 24,815 266,779


% Increase


30 Years


(1975-2005) 40.8 188.5 N/A 154.1


20 Years


(1985-2005) 45.3 110.3 97.6 90.2


10 Years


(1995-2005) 23.6 46.2 20.3 47.6
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12 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


C.7.1 Increasing use of the car


The incidence of car ownership has increased on the Island over the last 10 years and is now roughly 


the same as occurs in England and Wales. During the same period the number of households without 


access to a car has fallen from one third to approximately one quarter. Increased car ownership is 


reflected in “Car ownership” – B.6.2.


Source: Census of Population, DfT & ONS


C.7.2 Traffic growth and congestion


Our monitoring indicates that the amount of vehicles using all our roads is increasing, but the largest 


increase is being recorded on the routes, which link our coastal towns - the “rim” of the wheel, however


there has also been a significant increase on the major routes, - the “spokes” which radiate towards 


the centre of the Island, to access or pass through Newport. This has resulted in roads, which are 


becoming increasingly congested, are less cycle and pedestrian friendly, hamper access by bus and 


increase journey times for all users. 


We also regularly monitor car occupancy levels on vehicles using the approach roads to Newport. 


These surveys show that at peak times nearly 80% of vehicles using these routes are single occupancy 


vehicles. Add this to the fact that nearly 60% of journeys on the Island are less than 2 miles long and 


you have a picture of an increasing number of short journeys undertaken by people in cars on their own.


C.7.3 Reduction in bus patronage


The Island has one main bus operator and for some the lack of competition is seen as an important 


factor when looking to reduce travel costs and increase coverage and frequency. At peak times many of 


our local buses are employed transporting children to school. Organised as a partnership between the 


operator and local education authority the system marries the availability of buses, organisation of 


routes and school opening times to make the best use of the facilities available. This does however mean


that, just at the time when buses could offer a fast and direct alternative to car use, our local buses are 


almost fully utilised elsewhere. 


NUMBER OF CARS AND VANS REGISTERED ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT


36,88


35,000


45,000


55,000


65,000


75,000


1981 1991 2001 2003


Cars & Vans


Households
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  13


For those who travel by bus the ability to safely access the bus and store pushchairs and wheelchairs 


is essential for those with mobility requirements. Southern Vectis are continuing their programme of 


introducing easy access low floor buses and now operate 27 low floor buses from within their total fleet 


of 112.


For those who own a car, the convenience and flexibility offered by weatherproof personal transport 


plus the investment in purchasing the car and fixed cost of car tax and insurance, is a primary 


consideration when deciding whether to travel by car or not. Car owners are understandably reluctant 


to leave unused on the driveway, what can be the second most expensive household purchase and 


instead brave the elements and travel by bus, walk or cycle.


C.7.4 Travel by train


The Island’s railway runs from Ryde Pier head to Shanklin and includes stations at Ryde Esplanade, 


Ryde St Johns, Brading, Lake and Sandown. The line has an excellent train punctuality and reliability 


record and carries something in the region of 1.2 million passengers per year. Travel by train offers 


easy timetabled connections with the Wightlink catamaran, which operates from Ryde Pier Head to 


Portsmouth Harbour Station. For those who live on the south eastern side of the Island, travel by train 


can offer a real alternative to the car. The recent addition of a dedicated train / bus link between 


Shanklin Railway Station and Ventnor has further enhanced the use of this line. 


The Ryde to Newport road is the most heavily used transport corridor and a number of studies have 


been carried out looking at the possibility of extending the current line or providing a suitable more 


flexible alternative – such as light rail or guided bus. Alternatives must take into consideration a 


number of issues, including possible funding options, value for money, peak summer loadings, 


current line width, physical operational limitations and timetable requirements. 


C.7.5 Walking and cycling


Travel by cycle can also be faster and more convenient than using other forms of transport, especially 


for short journeys. The Council has successfully increased the numbers cycling on the Island by the 


development of a number of initiatives using pump-priming money made available through the adoption


of a Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA). This plan includes proposals and initiatives to continue this


good work and is also covered in the Smarter Choices document included as an Annex to this Plan.


Mode Number


Buses


Low Floor 27


All 112


Mode Number


Railway


Trains 6 x 2 cars


Length of Track 13.6 km (8.5 miles)


Stations 8
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14 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


C.7.6 Freight distribution


The last 20 years has seen a decline in the amount of freight arriving on the Island by coastal shipping 


and a corresponding growth in the amount of freight transferred by lorries via roll on, roll off ferry.


Movement of freight by rail is not an option on the Island, due to the limited rail coverage and the type 


of rail rolling stock currently used. As a result, all internal freight movements are by road. 


Infrastructure issues


The Island’s roads are generally narrow and in many cases have not seen extensive modification or 


upgrading since they were constructed. Rural routes must pass through protected landscapes and 


villages. Urban roads are bound to use our historic street patterns, the fabric of which is in may locations


protected by Conservation Area status and in many instances contains listed structures of historic or 


architectural interest.  


Whilst it is recognised that lorries, large vans and trucks play an essential part in delivering goods to, 


from and within the Island, their growing use and size of vehicles can pose a problems in a number of 


ways. These include:


• Environmental impact - pollution, noise, vibration disturbance and visual intrusion.


• Increased congestion.


• Access problems - delivery, parking, loading and unloading.


• Health and safety issues - conflict with pedestrians, cyclists.


Freight and the environment


The Island is, in common with many other parts of the country, experiencing a change in delivery 


patterns. Because of its location and the additional time required to cross the Solent, the Island is for 


some operators a unique collection and delivery area. The change to “just in time” work practices has 


resulted in changes to both the frequency and size of deliveries. 


Whilst the Council remains committed to the development of a buoyant economy, the continuing growth


has led to greater demands for the movement of freight within the Island. The change to more frequent,


larger and heavier vehicles can play a significant role in increasing noise, pollution and road deterioration.


These issues have been examined as part of the development of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 


into this Plan and a number of options are explored later in this section of the Plan under C11.1.


C.7.7 Changes in retail patterns


The evolution of the Island’s towns has resulted in the prominence of Newport as the main retail town 


and a major employment area and development of our smaller towns as “satellite” retail areas catering


for niche markets such as yachting interests, tourist related activities, leisure, and antiques. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  15


An Island-Wide Retail Capacity Study carried out by consultants Drivers Jonas2 for the IW Council dated


February 2005 acknowledged these changes and stated that the IOW “retail hierarchy has changed 


since the Isle of Wight UDP was prepared (1997) and adopted (2001). There have been changes on the 


Island itself, and the same time pressures have increased from retail developments in Southampton 


(West Quay) and Portsmouth (Gun Wharf)”. The study indicated that in 1998 there was 4.9% leakage of 


expenditure on comparison goods off-Island and this figure is liable to have increased since the opening 


of these new shopping centres. 


The changing shape of retailing on the Island means that many one-off shops or multiples are now 


concentrated in Newport. The Drivers Jonas report identified that since its original study in 1998 


“Newport remains the dominant centre. It continues to be the main focal point for retail development 


activity on the Island”. The report noted that, “the remaining centres have all improved, most notably 


Ryde with the Somerfield development strengthening the town centre. Ryde continues to face challenges 


because it is “over shopped” - too many shops on a linear layout - but has improved since our last 


analysis”. Newport now has for example, the Island’s largest full time cinema (11 screens), with the 


only other cinema at Ryde. Newport is also the site of the Island’s main Hospital, main Council offices, 


Fire Station, Jobcentre Plus and the Island’s only retail units such as Marks and Spencer, Halfords, 


Next, British Home Stores, Matalan, B&Q, Laura Ashley, MFI, Argos, Magnet, Evans and Mothercare.


The prominence of Newport as the main shopping puts additional pressure on the approach roads and 


increases demand for parking particularly at peak periods.


C.7.8 Demand responsive services


Travel by taxi can fill the transport gaps by offering a tailor made transport solution. The Council is looking


to increase accessibility for those who don’t have access to a car and has a policy to encourage the 


provision of new fully accessible vehicles appropriate for the use of those with mobility problems. 


However, travel by taxi on the Island is seen to be expensive, and is currently operated on two zone 


areas. There is a perception that travels costs and availability would be improved if these zones were 


removed and discussions have already taken place with the operators to change the method of operation. 


C.7.9 Powered two wheelers


Travel by powered two-wheelers (PTWs), motorcycle, moped, and scooter can offer an attractive 


alternative to other means of transport and the opportunity exists to increase facilities for these vehicles. 


The poor condition of our minor roads can be a deterrent for some potential PTW users and 


improvements in this area will be a benefit for these users.


Mode Number


Taxi


Hackney Carriages 163


Private Hire Vehicles 58


2Island-Wide Retail Capacity Study - available at www.iwight.com
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16 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


C.8 Our limited highway and transport infrastructure 


The layout of our road network ensures that many everyday journeys use what 


are a limited number of routes, some of which are inadequate in terms of width 


and standard. Problems occur where roads crossing the Island pass through or 


close to Newport town centre and use the Coppins Bridge gyratory system, 


which at peak times is close to capacity. 


We also experience problems where roads have to be temporarily closed to allow for essential road 


works and traffic has to be diverted onto other already busy or substandard routes. 


This plan will look to make the best of our existing infrastructure and employing effective management 


ensure we achieve the best possible value for money.


C.8.1 Deterioration in highway infrastructure 


Maintaining our roads to an acceptable standard is a fundamentally important issue if we are to ensure 


access to and between our centres of population for all road users - including car, bus, cycle and on foot.


Many of our road stability problems are as a direct result of the geology of the Island. The majority of 


the northern part of the Island is made up of clay, and considerable expense has been incurred in 


stabilising sections of our strategic road network. Many of our roads lack proper foundations and the 


hot dry summer of 2003 resulted in extensive cracking and heave. Some of our costal roads are also 


showing signs of failure. The A3054 east of Yarmouth has recently been repaired and some roads in 


Ventnor are suffering as the result of large-scale ground movement.


The Council is looking to tackle the longer term maintenance issues and currently preparing a Private 


Finance Initiative (PFI) bid, which if approved, will secure the funding necessary to bring our roads up 


to the required standard. We are also looking to prepare major bid submissions as part of this Plan so 


as to secure the funds necessary to carry out repairs on some of our key road sections. Details of 


these bids are included in Section M of this Plan. Details of our PFI bid are included in Section K 


- “Effective Management”.


C.8.2 Tourism and transport


There can be no doubt that the impact of tourism on the Island is extensive. The Island’s economic, 


environmental and social well-being is fundamentally influenced by the tourism industry. Tourism is 


Classification Length


A Roads 126 km (78 miles)


B Roads 92 km (57 miles)


C Roads 185 km (115 miles)


Unclassified


(including urban footpaths) 430 km (267 miles)


Total 833 km (517 miles)
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worth over half a billion pounds to the Island’s economy. It currently generates £360 million of direct 


tourist expenditure, plus another £175 million indirect spending to suppliers etc and also supports 20% 


of jobs on the Island.


The IOW Tourism Monitor Annual Report 2004 recorded 2.66 million visits arriving by ferry. It is estimated


that an additional 247,000 yachtsmen came to Cowes during the year. Visitors arriving by yacht at 


Yarmouth and other harbours are not recorded in this survey.


The influx of car-based tourists undoubtedly places additional strains on our roads during the summer 


months and it is generally recognised that summer traffic undoubtedly contributes to traffic flows and 


congestion particularly at peak times and on wet days when the beaches are less popular.


Tourism also brings many positive benefits and the extent of facilities and services that are created by 


tourism are both varied and substantial and give Island residents a much greater choice and quality 


than would normally be available to a population of this size. The size and operation of our local buses 


is to a large extent geared around the summer visitor trade and there can be no doubt that visitors 


coming to the Island help offset the cost to Islanders crossing the Solent. In the peak season over 12 


crossings an hour from 4 ports provide residents, businesses and visitors with regular and reliable means 


of travel and access to the mainland.


C.8.3 Cross Solent travel


Maintaining and improving good cross Solent links is essential to the well being of the Island. The ability 


to cross easily, quickly and at an acceptable cost has an influence on the popularity of the Island as a 


holiday destination and a place to do business. It also has an influence on where people live and work. 


Ongoing improvements to the services available, in particular the fast ferry connections, has helped 


make living on the Island and commuting to the mainland on daily basis a reality for an increasing 


number of people. It would appear that an increasing number of people are also commuting from the 


mainland to work on the Island.


The ability to cross the Solent in 10 minutes by hovercraft from Ryde to Southsea, 15 minutes Ryde Pier 


Head to Portsmouth and 22 minutes from Cowes to Southampton could increasingly be a better 


alternative than commuting into these destinations from elsewhere on the mainland. 


The numbers of people and vehicles crossing the Solent continues to rise and over the period 1994 - 


2004 passenger numbers increased by 41.5%, cars by 118.6%, coaches by 120.7% and commercial 


vehicles by 100.4%. The latest information shows that in 2004 - 9,319,179 passengers, 1,701,706 cars, 


24,806 coaches and 262,653 commercial vehicles crossed the Solent. The continuation of these trends 


will place additional burden on our transport infrastructure, ferry ports and surrounding areas.


C.8.4 Environmental considerations


The fact this is an Island brings with it a set of particular challenges. The interface between the sea and


the land has literally formed where we live and continues to shape the land today. 
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18 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The impact of climate change


It is now generally recognised that the impact of climate change and global warming will have an 


increasing impact on all our lives. Issues such as warmer winters, higher levels of rainfall and freak 


weather conditions are now contributing to landslip and instability problems within geologically sensitive 


areas across the Island. Problems associated many of our costal roads, notably Undercliff Drive, Military 


Road the A3054 east of Yarmouth and sections of Ventnor are as direct result of environmental and 


geological influences.


The map included below dramatically illustrates the impact that a 10-metre sea level rise, without 


defences scenario would have on the Island.


Based upon OS digital map data with with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. LA076694


Rich and diverse species and habitats


The Isle of Wight is a microcosm of South East England and is unusually rich in species and habitats 


compared to other areas on the mainland. Many of our towns and villages have Conservation Areas and


contain buildings of architectural or historic interest. They also have historic street patterns, some of 


which date back to the medieval period.


The development of this plan will need to ensure that the impact that transport and transport schemes 


have on the built and natural environment is reduced as far as is practicable. 


C.9 Transport opportunities


The workshop approach used in the development of this Plan has helped us identify


transport issues and possible options. 


The following opportunities have been identified through a number of structured workshop discussions,


consultation undertaken on the PLTP and development of the SEA. These have in turn helped frame our


5-year strategy and investment programme.
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Transport opportunities include the following: 


Making the best of what we have


• Working together – partnership.


• Reducing the need to travel.


• Travel planning.


Regeneration and our economy


• Improving freight. 


Improving travel choice


• Improving travel by bus.


• Enhancing travel by train.


• Making smarter choices.


• Powered two wheelers.


Improving our transport infrastructure


• Making the best use of the transport network.


• Maximising our Rights of Way. 


• Improving road safety and health.


• Demand responsive solutions.


• Water transport.


• Air travel.


Maintaining and improving our environment 


• Reducing the impact on the environment. 


• Strategic Environmental Assessment.


C.9.1 Making the best of what we have


Working together


The Council recognises the role it has to play in improving transport facilities on the Island. We do not 


however operate ferries, trains or the majority of local buses. The Council is not in a position to improve


our transport on our own and we must deliver transport improvements in partnership with others. 


Quality Transport Partnership


The operation of the Quality Transport Partnership offers a real opportunity for change. 


This group, which includes all of our transport operators - bus, rail ferry, taxi and freight, 


plus transport users including motorists, bus users, cycle groups and environmental groups 


gives us the platform for discussion and debate. It has links into the LSP and is the conduit


or interface that exists between policy and strategy and delivery.


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  19
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20 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Improving Accessibility is one of the four key themes that drives the delivery of the Community Plan and


the Chair of the Island’s Quality Transport Partnership is the “theme champion” for one of those groups. 


The QTP has helped define our emerging transport strategy and it is members of this group that 


together with us help put in place the transport improvements that make things happen.


Cross boundary working


The Council is involved with the Solent Transport group, which includes Hampshire, Southampton and 


Portsmouth City Councils. Working with this group offers the potential to consider the broader cross 


boundary implications and helps ensure that fullest consideration is given to links to and links through 


the Solent Transport region. A copy of the Solent Transport strategy is included as an annex to this report.


C.9.2 Reducing the need to travel


Opportunities to reduce the need to travel will be increasingly important during the next five years and 


particularly into the longer-term period. 


Reducing the need to travel can be achieved by:


Future land use allocations


• Through “Island Plan”.


Workplace travel plans


• Home working.


• Car sharing.


• Walking.


• Cycling.


• Increased use of public transport.


School Travel Plans


• Car sharing.


• Walking.


• Cycling.


• Increased use of public transport.


Increased home working


• By individuals.


Internet shopping


• Home deliveries.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section C: Transport issues & opportunities  21


C.9.3 Transport and the “Island Plan” (LDF) 


The longer-term strategy will be to work with the land use policies emerging through the LDF and to 


co-locate housing, employment, education, leisure facilities and retail development in order to create 


sustainable communities. 


The location or retention of key services and facilities within our existing towns and villages will help 


enhance community facilities and reduce the need to travel.


C.9.4 Travel Plans – workplace and school


Other methods by which travel can be reduced include the introduction of workplace and school travel 


plans, the greater use of “flexible working” measures, working from home, staggered working hours 


and video conferencing.


Opportunities exist to reduce the number, type and frequency of journeys through the introduction of 


workplace and school travel plans. The Council has embraced the national target and is looking to have


an adopted school travel plan at every Island school by 2010. 


The Council is also looking to develop its own workplace travel plan in partnership with St Mary’s 


Hospital and money has been secured to ensure that WTPs are embedded in the planning process 


and secured as part of every employment development. 


C.10 Regeneration and the economy


It is recognised that improving the Islands economy is fundamentally important 


part of delivering our longer-term vision for the Island. 


The improvement of our transport infrastructure has a key role to play in achieving this goal. This will 


be achieved through the delivery of the objectives set out in this Plan, through our investment programme. 


The natural dynamics of the Island and resourceful nature of its people make it an exciting and 


progressive place to work live and play. A determined focus on priorities expressed through our 


Community Plan, Aim High - our Change Management Plan and the LAA will help to build economic 


success. 


Our long term vision expects the delivery of higher standards and aspirations in all areas of the Island’s 


activities and the existing road network can either be the thing that holds our progress back, or acts 


as the catalyst that provides the foundation for the road to regeneration. Our PFI bid for Highways 


maintenance is perceived as the foundation on which our wider investment and sound future 


developments will be based. 


C.10.1 Improving freight management


It is recognised that maintaining and improving freight deliveries are essential if we are to improve the 


local economy. Whilst it is recognised that lorries, large vans and trucks provide an essential link, their 


increased use and size of vehicles using our often narrow and unsuitable roads, can bring with it a 


number of concerns and issues. These include environmental impact, increased congestion, access 


problems and health and safety issues.
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22 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Quality Freight Partnership


The Council is seeking to address these problems in partnership with our partners in the LSP and QTP 


and through the QTP directly with the freight industry. 


Our situation as a clearly defined destination with a limited number of points of access, no through traffic


and comparatively small number of operators lends itself to the development of a Freight Quality 


Partnership. A meeting has already taken place with those who are influential in this area including the 


chair of the QTP, freight and ferry operators. This approach will be developed during the Plan period as 


part of our Accessibility Action Plan (See Section F).


Route Hierarchy


The development of the SEA has highlighted the problems associated with the size and number of large


vehicles using our road network. The Island does not have any motorways or trunk roads and our 


strategic road network is made up of narrow often twisting roads. It is not practical or possible to 


reallocate any significant lengths of road space, just for use by heavy or large vehicles and the ability 


to construct new roads or bypasses is limited by environmental and financial constraints. We must 


therefore look at other alternatives if we are to maintain and improve delivery services.


Issues for consideration must therefore include:


• The establishment of a QFP.


• Maintain essential access for freight traffic. 


• Improved routes and signing.


• Work with the QFP and QTP to reduce the impact on the environment.


• Improve cross Solent access.


• Consider options for bulk freight.


• Look at measure to improve freight handling - smaller vehicles and onward shipment.


• Look at the improvements required to ship materials to improve our highway infrastructure 


as part of the PFI bid.


It is important that any changes are considered in partnership with the operators and following the 


widest consultation and these issues are examined further in the five-year strategy and 20 year vision.
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C.11 Improving travel choice


C.11.1 Improving bus travel


Increasing the attractiveness of travelling by bus will be key to increasing travel choice. This is now 


being done by improvements to the following:


• Fares and prices - the price of travel is often cited as a main influence in mode of travel 


and the introduction of free bus and rail travel for Island residents aged 60 and over, will help 


encourage travel by public transport.


• The introduction of the 50p Student Rider initiative for scholars aged 5-19 will also encourage 


travel by bus and rail. Extending the current age limit to 19 will also help to offer a real 


alternative to those who may otherwise have to or chose to buy or use a car.


• Service provision - improving the frequency and availability of services is key to reducing 


social exclusion. 


• Bus Priority - introduce bus priority measures at junctions and in ways that help beat congestion.


• Introducing more direct routing to address commuter requirements.


• Transport interchange / shelters - improve interchange, between buses and other modes, 


as taking place at Ryde Esplanade, Newport Bus Station, Shanklin and elsewhere.


• Vehicle provision - support the continuing introduction of low floor vehicles suitable for those 


with mobility issues.


• Integration - improve integration between timetables, so that journeys are seamless and reliable.


• Passenger Information - the provision of easily accessible and understandable travel 


information can assist journeys. This information should be available before and during the 


journey.


• Safety and personal security - reducing crime and the fear of crime an affect travel by public 


transport.


• Future provision - It is important that future developments take account of the need for bus 


access and other facilities.


These issues are covered in more detail in our Bus Strategy, a copy of which is included as an Annex to 


this Plan.


C.11.2 Enhancing travel by train


Although only comparatively short, the Island’s rail line nevertheless offers an important role by offering


a traffic free connection between towns on the Island’s south east coast and the fast ferry service and 


hovercraft at Ryde. 


The recent introduction of free and reduced price travel for Island residents’ aged 60 and over and 


scholars age 5-19, will no doubt help encourage travel by rail.


The opportunities exist to further develop this service, which is currently running at something like 60% 


capacity. The installation of a passing loop, will allow better use of what is predominately a single track 


route and service enhancements - improved interchange, park and ride facilities, timetable accessibility


and publicity and promotion will make train travel even more attractive. 
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24 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council is currently working with the local train company and has recently launched a jointly funded


Community Rail Partnership (CRP) to help focus the promotion and development the line. The 


opportunities offered by this congestion free link, will be one of the issues considered when looking 


at future land allocations as part of the development of the LDF. 


A copy of our Rail Strategy is included as an Annex to this Plan.


C.11.3 Making smarter choices - walking and cycling


The Island is a popular location for recreational walking and cycling and currently hosts very popular 


walking and cycling festivals. Travel on foot and by bike can offer real alternatives to car use, particularly 


for shorter journeys. 


It is healthy to walk and cycle and with promotion and encouragement there is the potential to translate


what is seen as a popular recreational activity into an everyday form of travel. The opportunity exists to 


increase pedestrian priority and safety, both as part of new developments and within the current highway


network. Pedestrian improvements can improve the shopping environment and the provision or upgrading


of new footways and footpaths can help create usable links and allow access between areas and help 


link urban and rural environments. 


We have sought to increase the numbers cycling to work and school as part of a Local Public Service 


Agreement (LPSA) and have seen the numbers increase in an attempt to achieve the (recently 


abandoned) national cycle target. We will continue to increase the numbers walking and cycling 


through the development and adoption of workplace travel plans, school travel plans, healthy schools 


initiatives, promotion and training. Our Rights of Way Improvement Plan highlights the benefits of active


transport and sets out the linkages between recreation and transport. 


A copy of our Smarter Choices Strategy and Rights of Way Improvement Plan are included as Annexes 


to this Plan. 


C.11.4 Powered two wheelers 


Powered two wheelers (PTWs) can provide a realistic and affordable alternative to the car particularly in 


locations where public transport is limited or the distance is too far for walking or cycling. 


It is now recognised that public transport cannot always meet the increased and diverse demands 


placed upon it. Whilst buses may be able to offer links between and around urban centres, it is not easy


to reach every rural location on bus, foot or by bicycle. The transport solution does not lie in one particular


area or mode, but a whole range of options, one of which is travel by PTWs.


The Council will support travel by PTWs as an alternative to car use and will add to the range of facilities 


and initiatives currently in place to encourage travel by such means. The Council has already made steps


to cater for motorised two wheelers by providing free spaces in car parks and close to shops and services. 
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C.12 Improving our transport infrastructure


C.12.1 Making the best use of the network


It is important that we make the best use of our transport infrastructure if we are to ensure the best 


possible value for money, maintain access and reduce congestion and pollution. 


The Council has identified the role of the Traffic Manager whose task is to coordinate street works and 


keep traffic flowing. This is particularly important on the Island where we have a limited road network 


and necessary closures and diversions can add to congestion on other routes.


Section K - “Effective Management” sets out how we intend to improve our traffic management and 


ensure value for money.


This Plan seeks to ensure that transport spend supports our economic development and our investment 


strategy included in section seven is based upon the phased approach set out in the Island Plan and AIF


priority areas. 


C.12.2 Improving road safety


Owning a fast and manoeuvrable sports motorcycle is attractive particularly with older “born again bikers”


who may have sufficient disposable income to purchase a machine for fun use. The incidence of personal


injury accidents has prompted concerns regarding the vulnerability and potential for personal injury 


associated with travel by powered two wheelers. The Council is already putting measures in place to 


“design out” those locations where accidents occur and where speed is a feature will use speed 


enforcement measures to deter what can be dangerous riding. 


Further details of how we are improving road safety and health are included in section five of this Plan. 


Following initial consultation we have taken the opportunity to revise our Road Safety Strategy, which, 


when adopted will run concurrent with this Plan. The document has been made available for extensive 


consultation and a copy of the document is included as an Annex to this document. 


C.12.3 Demand responsive solutions


For those who don’t have access to car, taxis and private hire vehicles and demand responsive buses 


can make an important contribution towards helping deliver an integrated and more sustainable 


approach to transport.


The Council acknowledges that taxis and private hire vehicles have the ability to fill the gap for journeys,


which cannot be undertaken by timetabled bus or are too impractical on foot and bicycle. 


The public perception is whilst travel by such vehicles can be beneficial, it can be prohibitively expensive


for some users, particularly when travelling alone. The Council recognises the important role that taxis 


can play and has already investigated ways in which the service can be enhanced. 
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26 Section C: Transport issues & opportunities - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Island’s taxis currently operate within the four zones of the old Borough Councils. These are the 


former Urban District of Cowes and former boroughs of Newport, Ryde and South Wight. It has been 


recognised that operating within these zones unnecessarily restricts coverage and the operational 


flexibility of the service. Extensive surveys and consultation have been carried out with the operators, 


public business groups and others to establish what options are now available. Having considered these


options the conclusion is that removing these artificial boundaries will improve coverage and flexibility 


and allow the operators to more easily meet the needs of the service. The development of this Plan will 


allow this matter to be progressed.


C.12.4 Water transport


Our location as an Island can offer real advantages in terms of access by water. A factory for the 


construction of wind turbine blades was specifically located on the banks of the River Medina at 


Newport with the specific aim of shipping the finished blades away from the site by barge, and the 


allocation and development of new employment sites at Cowes as part of the Cowes Waterfront project 


will help make the best of this waterside location.


The number and size of craft crossing the Solent has changed over recent years. The introduction of 


larger capacity Red Jets and improvements to the Fast Cat service and Hovercraft from Ryde has 


helped to facilitate commuting to and from the mainland.


The opportunity exists to increase the number and frequency of Solent crossings and use both the 


Solent and River Medina as transport corridors catering for mainland-to-mainland journeys as well as 


to connect with the Island. This issue has already been raised within Solent Transport and will no doubt 


be progressed during the Plan period.


C.12.5 Air travel 


There are two airports on the Island, at Bembridge and Sandown. Both are privately run and restricted 


in their use by current facilities. Bembridge Airport is the site of Pilatus Britten Norman, aeroplane 


manufacturers; it has a concrete runway and limited facilities. The airfield at Sandown is privately 


owned, has a grass runway and used primarily for pleasure flights.


It is recognised that air transport has a potential contribution to make to the tourist, recreational and 


economic redevelopment of the Island. The UDP acknowledges this potential and has identified the 


airports for appropriate improvements. The opportunity also exists to develop helicopter services linking


the Island and mainland destinations, these could include links to nearby airports - possibly Bournemouth


and Southampton and potentially London airports, subject to agreement and operational requirements. 


These options will be considered, during the period of this Plan and consideration will have to be given 


to the potential viability of a service, and local transport and environmental implications as part of the 


SEA process.
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C.13 Maintaining and improving our environment


The environment is considered to be one of the Island’s most important assets. For 


many it is the reason they come here on holiday, for others it may be one of the 


reasons they set up home and stay. 


The Island is unique in many ways. The varied geology, farming practices and pattern of occupation has 


together created a rich tapestry of landscape and fascinating environment, which is valued, by both 


locals and residents alike.


Importance of the SEA process


It is recognised that without sufficient consideration, transport can have a negative impact on the very 


areas we cherish. The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process used to develop this Plan 


has considered the environmental implications that this strategy and its actions will have. The SEA has 


undertaken two types of analysis, these are:


• Compatibility analysis between the PLTP - long term vision and Five year strategy and the 


SEA criteria.


• Assessment of the potential environmental effects of bids and measures.


This process has helped shape the content of this final Plan. This issue is discussed further in 


Sections E and I.


C.14 Addressing the issues through this plan


We will be looking to address these issues through the delivery of this LTP. Section 


D of this Plan, explains how we will be addressing these issues as part of our 


long-term vision and in tandem with the emerging Island Plan. Sections E - L sets 


out our 5-year strategy and how we will make improvements in line with the 


shared priority. 
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Newport Accessibility Bid 
 
Plan Option/ Measure Newport accessibility bid Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Moderate positive  Will reduce congestion in Newport by 
introducing new traffic management 
measures such as variable message signing, 
establishing a cross town link and link 
between the centre and Pan estate, improve 
junction layout at Coppins Bridge  
 


Moderate positive  


Will limit traffic growth by putting in place 
public  transport link between the town centre 
and the Pan estate and walking and cycling 
improvements 


Will increase travel choice and the 
proportion of people using public transport, 
cycling and walking 


Moderate positive  


Is aiming to reduce number of car trips within 
Newport by increasing the proportion of 
people using public transport, cycling and 
walking 


Moderate positive  


Air Quality To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport 


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
moderate positive 


Is likely to improve air quality by alleviating 
congestion and reducing car trips 
 


Newport currently experiences congestion at 
peak times.  
 
The emerging LDF growth options for the 
Island are likely to result in population growth 
and therefore could result in traffic growth in 
this area. 
 


Reversible effects – congestion and air quality 
problems could occur in the future. especially 
if traffic growth exceeds the 3% per annum  
target. 
 
 
 
 


Moderate certainty but further detail 
required to demonstrate exactly to 
what degree congestion can be 
alleviated and where new cycling and 
walking improvements will be. 


None although little detail provided 
in the bid regarding specific 
measures to be introduced and 
where. 


Moderate positive  


Not likely to affect risk to property and 
people from erosion and instability 


Not aware of any erosion or instability risks 
within Newport 


No effect Moderate certainty although areas at 
risk from instability may be located in 
Newport which appraisers are not 
aware of. 


None No effect 


Not likely to affect the coastline Newport is inland and not in close proximity to 
a coastal area 


No effect High None No effect 


Is not likely to give rise to contamination of 
land 


High potential for areas of contaminated land 
to be located within Newport because it is an 
urban area. No known specific incidents of 
pollution to land due to transport infrastructure 
in Newport although surface water runoff can 
present a risk of pollution to land and 
groundwater.  


Reversible – contamination could occur in the 
future. 


Moderate certainty. Assume no land 
contamination incidences occurring in 
Newport due to transport 
infrastructure  which are not 
recorded. 


Ensure that all new transport 
infrastructure includes adequate 
drainage and interceptors to avoid 
the contamination of land (or 
groundwater) 


No effect  


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Not likely to affect areas important for 
geological processes 


No SSSI designated for important for 
geological process identified within central 
Newport. 


No effect High None No effect 


Is not likely to give rise to increased surface 
water run-off because no new highways are 
proposed and not proposing to increase the 
area of hardstanding 


Some parts of Newport are currently at risk 
from flooding mainly as a result of high tides  
which would affect the River Medina 


Reversible effects – surface run-off could 
increase in future due to increasing areas of 
hard standing. 


Moderate certainty Ensure that all new transport 
infrastructure, particularly at 
Coppins Bridge where road 
passes over River Medina, include 
adequate drainage and 
interceptors to avoid increasing 
surface water runoff. 
Consideration should be given to 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems to manage surface run-off 
from roads where praticable. 


No effect Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water 
by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Potentially adverse affects on groundwater, 
surface water, and estuaries water quality. 


Measures proposed to make improvements to 
the junction at Coppins Bridge which is in 
close proximity to the River Medina which is a 
sensitive estuary environment (and protected 
by SAC designation). 


Temporary effects during construction at 
Coppins bridge 
Permanent effects to estuary, surface water 
and groundwater quality during operation of 
new junction and other highways works within 
the town 


Low – unknown works to be carried 
out but if Coppins Bridge junction to 
be changed is assumed that 
engineering work will be required 
including ground works. 


Put in place suitable interceptors 
at construction stage to avoid 
contamination of the River Medina 
and groundwater at Coppins 
Bridge and at other locations of 
highways works. Ensure that all 
new transport infrastructure, 


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure Newport accessibility bid Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


particularly at Coppins Bridge, 
include adequate drainage and 
interceptors to avoid increasing 
surface water runoff. 
Consideration should be given to 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems to manage surface run-off 
from roads where praticable. 


Is likely to protect the character of the town 
centre, especially the central conservation 
area by creating a cross town link allowing 
easier connections from the west of the 
town, diverting traffic away from the High 
Street and town centre area. 
 
Is likely to improve the settlement character 
within the centre of Newport. 


The town centre (mainly around the High 
Street, Quay Street, Lugley Street, Upper St 
James Street etc) is designated as a 
conservation area. 


Effect should be most pronounced during peak 
times. 


Moderate – do not know what 
highways improvements works will 
look like. 


Ensure visual impact of highways 
schemes is minimised through 
careful consideration of signage, 
lighting and other street ‘furniture’ 
even if not within the conservation 
area. Consult with Council 
Conservation Officer and existing 
Planning Liaison Group regarding 
relevant schemes. 


Minor positive 


Is not likely to affect the AONB, which, 
although close to Newport, should not be 
significantly affected by improvements to 
access within Newport. 
 


Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Minor positive 


Is not likely to affect the Heritage Coasts 


A boundary of the AONB lies to the south west 
of Newport 


Reversible – transport schemes could affect 
the AONB and Heritage Coasts in the future 
e.g. by directing traffic through them. 


Moderate – assume that the 
proposals will not result in an 
increase in motorised trips through 
the AONB 


None.  No effect  


Could affect the River Medina within the town 
centre through contamination of surface 
water run-off 


No effect  Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


Could affect River Medina which contains a 
priority BAP habitat (mudflats) near the 
centre of Newport. 


River Medina is not a designated site within 
the development envelope in Newport but is 
designated as a SAC and SSSI beyond this 
boundary towards Cowes. 
 
No other designated sites within the town 
centre 
 
River Medina contains a priority BAP habitat 
(mudflats) near the centre of Newport. 


Potential to contaminate river or the nature of 
highways works in this areas (Coppins 
Bridge). Potential permanent effects from 
pollution entering river  


Low – Potential to pollute the river 
uncertain. Assume that works may 
involve ground works which could 
result in mobilisation of silts within 
surface water. 


Put in place suitable interceptors 
at construction stage to avoid 
contamination of the River Medina 
and groundwater at Coppins 
Bridge. Ensure that all new 
transport infrastructure likely to 
affect watercourses, particularly at 
Coppins Bridge, include adequate 
drainage and interceptors to avoid 
increasing surface water runoff. 
Consideration should be given to 
sustainable urban drainage 
systems to manage surface run-off 
from roads where practicable.  


No effect 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Assessment incomplete 


Should improve the conservation area in 
central Newport by creating a cross town 
link allowing easier connections from the 
west of the town, diverting traffic away from 
the High Street and town centre area. 
However, potential to impact upon 
previously unknown archaeology and the 
setting of a historic park and garden within 
the town centre  


The town centre (mainly around the High 
Street, Quay Street, Lugley Street, Upper St 
James Street etc) is designated as a 
conservation area. 
 
The whole of Newport has potential for 
previously unknown archaeological remains 
due to its history and urban nature. 
 
Historic Park and Garden located to the west 
of Church Litten but works likely to be 
approximately 1km from this site. 
 
Most work is on a brownfield site which is 
unlikely to contain archaeological remains 
because of the previous development and 


Reversible effect on the conservation area 
because it could be negatively impacted upon 
in the future.  
 
Permanent effects on previously unknown 
archaeological remains. 
 
Potential permanent effects on setting of 
Historic Park and Garden but likelihood of site 
being affected unlikely due to distance from 
and nature of works.  


Low – Although the locations of 
scheduled ancient monuments, 
archaeological sites, listed buildings 
and other important heritage sites / 
buildings are recorded they have not 
yet been available for the appraisers 
in spatial format. Further consultation 
with Conservation Team necessary. 
Assume that the whole of Newport 
has potential for previously unknown 
archaeological remains due to its 
history and urban nature. Assume 
some of the highways works 
proposed will involve ground works. 
 
 


Assess archaeological and cultural 
heritage impacts of proposed 
highways works prior to 
undertaking works.   Ensure 
consultation is undertaken with the 
Council Conservation officer. 


Assessment incomplete 
 







Plan Option/ Measure Newport accessibility bid Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


 disturbance to the ground on the site.. 


Will reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island by limiting traffic 
growth by increasing access to public 
transport and walking and cycling 
improvements 


The emerging LDF growth options for the 
Island are likely to result in population growth 
and therefore could result in traffic growth in 
this area. 
 


Reversible effects – Emissions could increase 
in the future. 
 
 


Moderate certainty  
 
 
 


None although little detail provided 
in the bid regarding specific 
measures to be introduced and 
where. More detail could be 
provided within the LTP 2. 


Slight positive 


Will not affect the amount of renewable fuels 
/ technology used to power vehicles 


N/A No effect Moderate None No effect  


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Will not increase development at risk from 
flooding and the effects of climate change 
although junction improvements likely to be 
within areas at risk from flooding. 


Some parts of Newport are currently at risk 
from flooding mainly as a result of high tides  
which would affect the River Medina  


Permanent effects – areas likely to continue to 
be at risk from flooding in future. 


Moderate – infrastructure 
improvements are likely to be in 
areas at risk from flooding 


Consider use of sustainable urban 
drainage systems in highways 
works to avoid increasing surface 
water run-off and also consider 
permeable membranes etc and 
adequate drainage to facilitate 
removal / drainage of floodwater if 
affected.  


No effect 


Should improve safety and reduce accidents 
by improving junction layouts, increasing 
access for pedestrians and cyclists and 
design of walkways / cycleways.  


Accident rates at specific locations within 
Newport unknown 


Permanent effects - permanently improves 
junctions etc which will improve safety. 


Low - Accident rates at specific 
locations within Newport unknown 
and potential for improvements for 
safety at junction uncertain 


Ensure all new paths and 
cycleways are design to ensure 
safety of users. Ensure all 
highways improvements are 
designed to improve safety. 


Moderate positive – lack of 
detail 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 


Will increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling 


Currently congestion experienced in Newport 
at peak times and targets to reduce number of 
car trips and increase proportion of people 
walking and cycling.  


Reversible effect access to footpaths etc could 
be reduced in future 


Moderate – although little detail as to 
where improvements will be made, 
who will benefit and what form 
improvements will be in. 


None - although little detail 
provided  


Moderate positive – lack of 
specific details 


Not likely to affect vehicle movements or 
noise or vibration effects at ferry ports. 


No ferry port likely to be affected by proposals 
within bid 


No effect High None No effect 


Not likely to affect overall noise levels within 
the town centre although potential for 
localised increased noise and vibration due 
to construction work on junctions / paths etc 


Background noise levels within Newport not 
known, although there are no key noise 
sources on the Island with respect to national 
noise mapping (e.g. motorways and major 
airports). 


Reversible effects 
Temporary effects during construction 


Low – background noise 
measurements for locations within 
Newport not known. Vibration effects 
of transport within town unknown. 
Proximity of sensitive receptors to 
road network or to junctions to be 
affected by construction work 
unknown 


Ensure that any noise and 
vibration impacts are mitigated 
during construction works such as 
appropriate working hours in 
residential areas. 


Slight negative 


Noise and Vibration To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative 


Not likely to affect tranquil areas because 
improvements in accessibility and traffic 
flows within Newport are not likely to cause 
an increase in traffic within or on the 
boundary of the AONB.   


AONB lies to the south-west of Newport Reversible Moderate – assume that the 
proposals will not result in an 
increase in motorised trips through 
the AONB 


Ensure that strategic routes into 
and out of Newport do not direct 
traffic into the AONB or towards 
the Heritage Coasts 


No effect  


Does not affect severance by sea - No effect High None  No effect 


Improves access for all road users including 
travel by bus, foot and cycle 


Ability of buses to move around the town is 
hampered by congestion. Long route around 
centre for buses serving the Pan estate. 


Reversible effect – access can be reduced in 
future, bus services can be flexible. 
Positive cumulative effect on accessibility if all 
measures proposed put in place 


Moderate although exact measures 
for cycling and walking improvements 
not explicit  


None although more detail 
required relating to proposals 


Major positive 


Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 
community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 


Improves access for all road users including 
travel by bus, foot and cycle; helps alleviate 
congestion and improves links across the 
town 


Congestion currently experienced in Newport 
a peak times 


Reversible effect - access can change in 
future. 
Positive cumulative effect on accessibility if all 
measures proposed put in place 


Moderate although exact measures 
for cycling and walking improvements 
not explicit  


None although more detail 
required relating to proposals 


Major positive 







Plan Option/ Measure Newport accessibility bid Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
major positive 


Not likely to affect access to the countryside Location of footpaths / cyclepaths which 
connect Newport to the surrounding 
countryside not known 


Reversible  – access to the countryside could 
be improved in the future. 


Moderate - Location of footpaths / 
cyclepaths which connect Newport to 
the surrounding countryside not 
known 


Look to increase access to the 
countryside by foot and by cycle 


No effect - although more 
detail regarding 
improvements to footpaths 
and cycleways needed. 


Potential for highways works should be able 
to include a proportion of recycled materials  


Highways works will require the use of natural 
resources 


Permanent effects Low – potential for highways works 
(including cycle / footpaths) to use 
recycled materials unknown 


Maximise the use of recycled 
materials used in highways work 


Slight positive Material assets To improve 
and maintain the physical 
quality of the Island’s transport 
infrastructure network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
moderate positive 
 


Will improve the physical quality of highways 
infrastructure in parts of Newport. May 
improve the quality of footpaths and 
cycleways. 


Highways infrastructure across the Island in 
need of significant investment to improve 
condition   
 


Long term effects depending on wear and tear 
infrastructure is subject to. 


Moderate  None Moderate positive  


 
Notes 
 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
 
Notes on appraisal: 
Council advises that with respect to providing walking and cycling improvements this bid will involve signing and on road changes of cycleways and installing dropped kerbs and crossings with respect to pedestrian access. One cyclepath near the River Medina in 
the town centre will be widened. In general the appraisers have found that this bid lacks detail and therefore is difficult to appraise. 
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West of Yarmouth Major Bid Option 1 
 
Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth Major Bid – engineering works to reinstate the A3054 Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental and ENVIRON 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Not likely to affect congestion in Newport. 
 


No effect 
 


Not likely to directly increase vehicle 
movements.  


Uncertainty over increase travel choice 
only if linked to public transport initiatives, 
no potential increase of cycling and 
walking initiatives due to distance. 


No effect  


Will not reduce number of car trips unless 
linked to public transport initiatives. Slight positive – improved 


public transport service 


No effect  


Air Quality To develop the transport 
network to maximise access whilst 
minimising detrimental impacts on air 
quality. 


- To reduce congestion in Newport 
- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and the 


proportion of people using public 
transport, cycling and walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Will not improve overall air quality but 
potential to impact local air quality through 
construction works.. 


Congestion a problem in Newport at peak 
times. 
Currently no air quality issues or congestion 
identified within Yarmouth, Totland or 
Freshwater.  
 


Magnitude dependent on overall traffic growth 
on the Island and public transport use. 
Reversible  effect- movement onto public 
transport if problem with air quality levels 
Temporary engineering works – potential 
impact to local AQ by production of dust 
Should maintain current levels of traffic along 
the road.  


Moderate 
 
Assume traffic growth of no more 
than 3% per annum on the A3054 in 
line with LTP2 target. 


Improve public transport services 
on the A3054 to encourage a 
modal shift. 


No effect 


Will reduce the risk to property and people 
from erosion and instability. 


Moderate positive  - 
reduction of risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  
 


No effect – avoiding damage 
to the coastline and loss of 
amenity 
 


Likely to avoid damage to the coastline or 
the loss of amenity through reinforcement 
of the existing sea defences and not 
constructing any new defences. 


Low risk of contribution to contamination of 
land 
 


 
No effect  - unlikely to 
contribute to contamination 
of land 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not adversely 
impact upon geology and soils, and 
which reduces the risk of erosion and 
instability due to human activity.  


- To reduce the risk to property and 
people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline or 
the loss of amenity as a result of 
human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 


Unlikely to lose areas important for 
geological processes as work will be 
undertaken in areas of existing sea 
defences 


Section of A3054 as the road enters Yarmouth 
from the east is actively slumping and 
carriageway is suffering rooted cracking and 
distortion. Residential property on the south 
side of the road. 
 
Sea defences currently in place  
 
Area has not been identified as being 
important for geological processes – nearest is 
SSSI Bouldnor Hamstead Cliffs to the east of 
this section of road but not likely to be affected 
by engineering works. 


Scheme will reduce risk to property and 
people. Do not know if this is a permanent 
solution until further investigatory work has 
been undertaken. May be a temporary loss of 
amenity during engineering works. 


High – assuming scheme is a 
permanent solution 


Ensure that work is on existing 
defences only 
 
Ensure appropriate measures are 
put in place to prevent 
contamination. 


No effect - To achieve no 
loss of areas important for 
geological processes 


Unlikely that highways works will give rise 
to increases in surface run-off.  


Water To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to prevent 
an increase in risk from flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 
surface run-off.  


- To protect the quality of water by 
controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 
 


Likely to only have a limited potential 
impact on water quality. 


Currently no groundwater protection zones in 
areas of Yarmouth. Section of road is adjacent 
to beach. 


Limited geographical area effected – length of 
works is 500m 
Permanent effects 


Low – further studies required Flood risk assessment would be 
required to ascertain whether 
section of road is at risk from 
flooding. Ensure engineering 
works involve sustainable drainage 
works which do not increase 
surface run-off, result in 
accelerating the slumping process 
and / or result in negative impacts 
on beach water quality 


No effect – however flood 
risk assessment and design 
of engineering works 
needed to confirm this 
assessment 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth Major Bid – engineering works to reinstate the A3054 Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental and ENVIRON 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Unlikely to alter the existing landscape and 
settlement character of the Island and local 
area however  there is still the potential for 
local effects if the engineering works are 
visually intrusive and to affect the setting of 
a  small part of the AONB. 
 
Avoids routing traffic through the AONB on 
a permanent basis  
 


Landscape and townscape To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the Island 
and ensure that transport and its 
associated infrastructure does not 
negatively impact on the existing 
character of the area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its designated 
status, purpose and the AONB 
Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with their 
status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect 


 


No impact on the Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts 


This section of the A3054 does not lie within 
the AONB, however a strip of land between 
the north of the road and the beach is within 
the AONB. This land is reported to be mainly 
private gardens. The road towards Yarmouth 
from this section (although exact section not 
known) runs into the AONB. Yarmouth is also 
within the AONB. 


Magnitude unknown 
Limited geographical area effected – length of 
works is 500m however there is still a potential 
for local effects particularly on the setting of 
the AONB to the north of the road, if the 
engineering works are visually intrusive and if 
this section of AONB is sensitive to this type of 
visual intrusion.. 
Permanent 
 
 


Moderate – however do not know 
design of engineering works 


Ensure that the engineering works 
do not impact on the local 
character of the area or the setting 
of the AONB 


No effect - design of 
engineering works and 
sensitivity of the section of 
AONB to the potential visual 
intrusion needed to confirm 
this assessment 


Not likely to result in loss or fragmentation 
to designated wildlife sites although 
potential to damage through disturbance 
and change in hydrological regime due to 
drainage works. 
 


The Yar Estuary SSSI and SINC in proximity 
to the section of road to the south west, 
however they are not immediately adjacent to 
it.  


Potential temporary effects on species due to 
engineering works. Potential permanent 
effects due to drainage works, small 
geographical area. 


Low certainty – unknown effects of 
works and location of compound 
associated with the works (i.e. where 
site office is located and equipment 
and materials stored). Unknown 
effect of drainage works on SINC and 
SSSI 


Ensure engineering works 
compound is located away from 
the SSSI and SINC. Ensure that 
effect of drainage works on SSSI 
and SINC is assessed. 
 
Ensure that English Nature is 
consulted with regard to this 
scheme. 


Moderate negative– due to 
uncertainty 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative 


Not likely to affect biodiversity or the 
variety of habitats on the Island because 
large scale development works are not 
envisaged 


There are no BAP habitats abutting the 
section of road in question. However, coastal 
floodplain and razing marsh, reed beds and 
wet woodland lie to the south west of the road, 
beyond the residential areas 


Potential temporary effects due to engineering 
works. 
 
Potential permanent effects due to drainage 
works, small geographical area. 


Do not know exact position of section 
of road which requires the 
engineering work. Therefore low 
certainty that BAP habitats won’t be 
abut the works. 


Ensure that engineering works 
compound is located away from 
BAP habitats as mapped by 
English Nature. Ensure that effect 
of drainage works on BAP habitats 
is assessed. 
 
Use existing car park nearby as 
site office. 
 
Ensure that English Nature is 
consulted with regard to this 
scheme. 


Slight negative 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  
To protect the Islands historic 
environment and cultural resource 
- To protect  the fabric and setting 


of designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, 
historic parks and gardens, 
maritime heritage and listed 
buildings locally important historic 
buildings  and conservation areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
assessment incomplete  
 


Unlikely to adversely affect the historic 
environment although engineering works 
could disturb unknown archaeological 
remains.  


Likelihood of previously undiscovered remains 
in the area where engineering works due to 
occur unknown. Location of heritage sites in 
immediate area currently unknown to 
appraisers. No historic parks or gardens will 
be affected. 
 
 


Magnitude unknown. Potential for permanent 
effects through engineering works 


Low – Although designated and 
undesignated sites and monuments 
are recorded, the exact locations of 
sites and monuments in the west 
unknown to appraisers at present. 
Further consultation with 
Conservation team necessary. 
 


Assess potential impacts on 
heritage sites. Preserve any 
archaeological remains in situ in 
the first instance.  


Assessment incomplete  


Climatic factors To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate change 
and to limit transport development at 
risk from flooding and the effects of 


Will not reduce the amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions on the Island and is likely to 
enable an increase in emissions through 
keeping the road operational and allowing 


Emission of greenhouse gases is a global 
issue and targets exist to reduce emissions. 


Magnitude of emissions unknown 
Potential to contribute to a cumulative impact 
with relation to increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions by enabling easy access via private 


Moderate certainty 
Assume that large scale development 
in the west which might significantly 
increase traffic levels is unlikely to 


Improve public transport services 
on the A3054 to encourage a 
modal shift. 


Moderate negative – 
potential for cumulative 
impact 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth Major Bid – engineering works to reinstate the A3054 Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental and ENVIRON 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


direct access to Newport 
 


motor vehicles. occur. 


Will have no effect on the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology used to 
power vehicles 


- No effect High None No effect 


climate change 
- To reduce the amount of 


greenhouse gas emissions on the 
Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk from 
flooding and the effects of climate 
change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative 
 


Unknown whether development of 
transport infrastructure will increase risk 
from coastal flooding. Due to location it 
could be at risk from effects of climate 
change.   
 


Section of road is in close proximity to the 
coast and therefore could be at risk from 
increased storm events and wave action 


Permanent effect Low – further studies required Flood risk assessment would be 
required to ascertain whether 
section of road is at risk from 
flooding taking into account future 
climate change scenarios. 


Moderate negative 


Will make Island’s roads safer 
 


Road is currently at risk from failure due to 
slumping. Poses risk to people and property if 
failure occurred. 
Alternative is to reroute traffic along 
unsuitable, narrow roads which would pose 
more risks to safety from accidents. 


Long term effect but depends on ability of 
engineering works to reduce effect of slumping 
on the road. 
 


Moderate certainty that engineering 
works will improve safety although 
risk of failure is not known.  
 


Through further investigatory 
works, ensure that engineering 
works will address the cause of the 
damage to the road. 


Moderate positive Human health and safety To protect 
and improve the safety and health of 
the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads safer 
and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 


Will maintain current opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


Walking and cycling currently possible along 
this stretch of road. There is a footpath on the 
northern side of the road. 


Permanent   Moderate 
Assume will not affect opportunities to 
walk or cycling to Newport due to 
distance.  
 
Would have to close road temporarily 
so reduced opportunities for walking 
and cycling during this period along 
this stretch of road. 
 


None 
 
Look into diversions for walkers 
and cyclists whilst road is closed 
temporarily due to engineering 
works. 


No effect 


Not likely to affect the negative noise and 
vibration effects of vehicle movements at 
ferry ports although in the long term could 
enable increase in ferry activity at 
Yarmouth by maintaining access to the rest 
of the Island for vehicles along the A3054 


No complaints regarding noise at Yarmouth 
ferry port. 
No significant residential areas in close 
proximity to the port area. 


Effect unlikely to occur. If does would be in the 
long term future and would occur at peak 
times. Seasonal variation. 
Reversible 
 


Assume large scale residential or 
employment or tourism development 
does not occur in the west of the 
Island which would significantly 
increase vehicle movements at 
Yarmouth ferry port. 
Assume Yarmouth ferry port 
continues current activity 


Assess potential noise and 
vibration impacts at the ferry ports 
if large scale development is 
proposed in the west of the Island. 


No effect  


Not likely to cause an increase in noise 
and vibration effects in the short term when 
works complete. Noise and vibration 
effects probable during engineering works. 
Vehicles getting on and off the Yarmouth 
ferry may have to be redirected during 
engineering works which could cause 
noise and vibration effects in Totland and 
Freshwater due to a temporary increase in 
traffic. 


Dwellings along south side of road could be 
considered sensitive receptors to noise and 
vibration effects, also other sensitive receptors 
along diversion route.  


Temporary impacts during engineering  works 
Diversion route and proximity of sensitive 
receptors along potential diversion route (i.e. 
dwellings, nursing homes etc) not known 


Low certainty regarding need to 
temporarily redirect traffic during 
engineering works. 
Low certainty regarding location of 
sensitive receptors 
High certainty of noise and vibration 
effects during engineering works 


Put in place suitable working 
arrangements during engineering 
works to limit noise and vibration 
impacts for sensitive receptors on 
the on the south side of the road 
i.e. suitable working hours. 
Avoid rerouting traffic near to 
sensitive receptors if possible  


Slight negative – effect 
during works will be 
temporary 


Noise and Vibration To limit the risk 
of negativenoise and vibration effects 
and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement in 
the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them from 
light and noise pollution due to 
increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative 


Not likely to affect tranquil areas on the 
Island in the long term but short term 
impacts could occur during engineering 
works if traffic is rerouted through he 
AONB. 


AONB to the south, west and east of the road Temporary impacts during engineering  works 
if traffic is rerouted through Totland and 
Freshwater and then along the boundary of  
the AONB along the B4301to Newport and the 
rest of the Island 


Low certainty regarding the need to 
temporarily redirect traffic during 
engineering works and the diversion 
route. 


Avoid rerouting traffic through the 
AONB or the most rural parts of 
the Island if possible 


Slight negative – but effect 
will be temporary 


Will not affect the impact of severance by 
sea. 


- No effect High None No effect Population To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is accessible 
for all sectors of the community 
regardless of age, income and 
mobility  


Will maintain current levels and potentially 
improve access to public transport for 
people living in Yarmouth, Totland and 
Freshwater and along the A3054 


Currently bus service provided in the west of 
the Island to connect Yarmouth, Totland and 
Freshwater with Newport and the rest of the 
Island in the east. 
 


Affects approximately 11,000 residents of 
‘West Wight’ 
Reversible as level of service provision is 
flexible. 


Low certainty of improvements which 
could be possible (i.e. punctuality, 
frequency etc). 


Ensure that public transport 
services are improved if possible 
along the A3054 servicing 
residents along the road and those 
in Yarmouth, Totland and 
Freshwater. 


Slight positive - because it 
should maintain and 
improve current public 
transport services for people 
living in Yarmouth, Totland 
and Freshwater and along 
the A3054. 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth Major Bid – engineering works to reinstate the A3054 Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental and ENVIRON 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Will maintain current access to services 
and facilities and will improve future 
potential for access because without 
repairing the road it will eventually either 
fail or be closed for safety reasons.  


At present the A3054 is the strategic highway 
route connecting residents in the west of the 
Island with Newport and the rest of the Island. 
Newport is the principal town at which many 
key services and facilities are accessed by 
residents in the west (e.g. further education, 
health care, comparison shopping, 
employment) 


Affects approximately 11,000 residents of 
‘West Wight’  
Reversible 


Moderate certainty 
Assume residents of the west need to 
travel to Newport for services and 
facilities on a regular basis and will 
wish to in the future. 


Ensure that public transport 
services are improved if possible 
along the A3054 servicing 
residents along the road and those 
in Yarmouth, Totland and 
Freshwater to provide access to 
Newport via public transport and 
encourage modal shift away from 
the private car.  


Moderate positive  - To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 


Will not affect access to the countryside - No effect High None No effect 


Has potential to use recycled materials. 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Potential to use recycled materials but 
likelihood and proportion (i.e. magnitude) that 
could be used is unknown until further work is 
undertaken. 


Low certainty and assume that some 
recycled materials could be used in 
the engineering works. 


Ensure a significant proportion of 
materials used in engineering 
works are recycled. 


Slight positive – because 
although there is a potential 
to use recycled materials, 
the magnitude of potential is 
not known at this stage. 


Material assets To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality of 
the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate positive 
 


Will improve the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure network. 


Urgent need to repair road which is suffering 
deep rooted cracking and distortion and to 
avoid risk of failure. 


Only improves one small section of Island’s 
road network therefore small geographical 
magnitude. Should be long term improvement 
to this section of road. 


Moderate certainty  
 
 


None required Moderate positive – 
because it will help 
contribute to improving the 
physical quality of the 
Island’s transport network 


 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
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D. Long term strategy


D.1 Introduction


This section sets out the Council’s long-term vision for the Island, as developed in 


conjunction with the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) and others. It describes its 


development through the Community Plan “Island Futures,” the links to the 


transport vision established as part of our best value process and how these in 


turn has influenced and shaped the emerging Local Development Framework 


(LDF) the “Island Plan,” which together with the LTP and other documents will 


help put in place improvements on the ground. 


The establishment and development of this vision is essential if we are to put in place our plans for the 


future and assist the coordination of inward investment and regeneration.  


D.2 Developing an overarching vision for the Island 


Like all communities, the Isle of Wight is facing many challenges. However the particular circumstances 


of the Island mean that those challenges are in many ways unique.


The Island is changing. Our vision is to establish a strong focus on regeneration using economic 


growth, new employment and the development of the skills to drive prosperity 


The Community Plan has helped set the scene and the emerging “Island Plan”, LTP, other plans and 


strategies and inward investment through the LAA and AIF will help make this vision a reality.


D.2.1 Facing the challenges


In preparing our vision, consideration has been given to the challenges facing the Island today.  


These are seen as: 


Transport:


• Public transport is expensive and is not “joined-up.”


• Increasing levels of traffic congestion on an inadequate and worn out road system.


Economy


• The need to increase the wealth generated on the Island.


Youth and Education


• Talented young people leaving the Island for higher/further education facilities.


• Lower than average educational standards.


Health


• A growing gap in the health economy (£12m plus).


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 1
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2 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Demographic changes


• Declining birth rate, increasing numbers of residents over retirement age. 


Housing


• A lack of affordable houses.


Tourism


• “Running on empty” - high costs to pay for peak tourism capacity 


with low income for the rest of the year (the tourism trap).


D.3 Meeting the challenges


How we meet and overcome these challenges has helped form the basis of the 


“Island Plan” Local Development Framework currently being prepared for the 


Island in partnership with our Local Strategic Partnership. 


A voice for the future


We recognise that with a vision that has a 20 year horizon, it is important that take account the views of 


those people who live on the Island now, but in particular the young people of the Island for whom the 


future is even more important.  


The Council has sought to engage with the young people of the Island and is using the feedback 


received from meetings and discussions with the Youth Council, annual “Wight2BHeard” Conference 


and Youth MP to focus improvements. The comments received during these meetings have helped paint


a picture of Island life from a young persons perspective. They told us:   


• “It’s a great place to live and too many people take it for granted.


• Some people say we are 10-50 years behind, but it means we can learn from others 


and we should aim to leap ahead in what we market.


• The style of the Island is incredible; it’s calmer than the mainland.


• If you think it’s boring it’s your fault!


• I really enjoy the sense of security here, even after dark I still feel safe. 


• It’s a really good place to live, but the lack of higher education means I know I’ve got to leave”.


D.4 Taking account of the bigger picture


In developing our vision we must take account of the national and Regional picture.


The emerging regional spatial policy has identified the Island for economically 


led regeneration, with a view to creating greater economic opportunities for 


local communities. 


The basis for this future role is one of balanced economic growth and regeneration, with development 


on the Island meeting the needs of the locals, by generating greater wealth, and redressing the age 


balance in the population. It is important that this is carried out within a climate of sustainable development.
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D.5 Developing our long term transport strategy


Our long-term transport strategy will need to take account of the size and location 


of new development  and the resulting need for transport interventions. The draft 


South East Plan, including sub regional plans for the Island and South Hampshire 


will have a major influence on this and it is not anticipated that the Deputy Prime 


Minister will approve the final SE Plan until the end of 2006. 


D.5.1 Fitting with the South East Plan 


There will, no doubt, be a requirement to see some new development in order to implement and 


accommodate our aspirations. The Draft S E Plan currently proposes that the Isle of Wight accommodate


a minimum annual average of provision of at least 520 additional dwellings every year until 2026. The 


range and type of housing required, together with the distribution and means of implementation will be 


developed through the LDF in partnership with the LSP.  


The LDF will need to develop policies to monitor and manage the level of housing provision. This provision 


should clearly link with the objective of achieving economic regeneration and improving economic 


opportunities on the Island and the provision of affordable housing.  


D.5.2 Improving travel choice


It will be necessary to ensure that the traffic and transportations of such growth are fully considered, so


as to ensure that the impacts on travel demand will not add to our current levels of congestion and pollution. 


The contents of this Plan and the emerging LDF share common elements, including the need to take 


full account of the need to understand and plan to improve accessibility and the requirement to test the 


content and approach of each plan through a Strategic Environmental Appraisal (SEA). 


D.6 The Island plan - an Island vision for 2020 and beyond


“Island Futures” is the overarching plan for the Island and has a key role to play 


in the preparation of the LDF, and ensuring that our Island Vision maps a clear, 


strategic path that will enable us to respond to and meet future challenges in 


manner that is both acceptable and appropriate for the Island community. 


The overarching Island Futures vision is that by 2020 we will be:


“A progressive Island, built on economic success, high standards 


and aspirations and a better quality of life for all”


The four themes encapsulated in the Community Plan have been 


recently revised to align more closely with the coordinated approach 


adopted by the LAA and “Aim High” - the Council’s own Change 


Management Plan.  


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  3
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4 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Island Futures structure is now as follows:


• Safer Island.


• Healthy Island.


• Skilled and Educated Island. 


• Thriving Island.  


Under the new framework transport is included in thriving Island, along with the tourism element, of 


Leisure Island, “Thriving Island” and “attractive Island”. 


The structure of “Island Futures” is included below: 


D.6.1 Public Service Board


Consideration is currently being given as to how our delivery can be improved through the LSP and 


whether, by redefining the role and membership of the group, we could establish a Public Service Board 


(PSB) which could by working alongside the LSP to coordinate better the delivery of our agreed priorities.


IF Full Board


Membership to include representatives from 
all Island organisations and agencies.


IF Executive


Membership to include representatives from 
public, private, voluntary, community, youth, 


police, health sectors and Theme Champions.


Theme Champions 
Group


Safer Island


Island Futures 
Support Group


Local Area
Agreement Project


Board


Skilled & Educated
Island


Healthy Island Thriving Island
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  5


D.7 Links to the local area agreement  


In June 2005 the Council was invited to participate in the second round of the LAA 


programme. Led by “Island Futures” and through the Local Strategic Partnership 


(LSP) this agreement with Government has offered a potential platform to help 


deliver our desire to achieve joined up service delivery and improved user outcomes. 


These improvements will be within the following blocks:


• Children and young people.


• Healthier Communities and Older people.


• Safer and stronger Communities.


• Economic Development and Enterprise.


Having an LAA offers a number of potential benefits to the Island.  These are:


• It will directly support delivery of the 2020 Vision and Community Plan -”Island Futures”.


• It provides a clear focus by which the LSP can make a real difference and improve service 


and community outcomes.


• It offers the flexibility to utilise existing resources to more directly support achievement 


of local priorities.


The LAA priorities also now clearly link with the Council’s own corporate priorities as expressed in the 


“Aim High” agenda.


D.8 Improving our focus through the “Aim High Agenda”


The Council is refining its own vision with which to underpin the “Island Futures” 


plan and the 2020 vision, the driving principles of which are: 


• Community leadership,


• Sustainability, 


• High performance and cost effectiveness.


So as to deliver its vision, the Council has determined that it will focus its efforts to deliver a range of 


measurable outcomes across four outward looking objectives.  These are:


• Drive the sustainable regeneration and development of the Island.


• Improve the health and well being of Island communities.


• Create safer and stronger communities.


• Improve outcomes for children and young people.
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6 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


These are deliberately aligned to the four “themes” now driving the LSP and we have also added a fifth, 


more specific Council objective to aid our own performance. This additional Council objective is as follows:


• To be a high performing, cost - effective Council.


The Council’s number one priority is to deliver a no more than inflation rate Council tax increase in 


each of the next four years and to deliver a Council tax in line with the most frugal Unitary Authorities 


by 2009.


Of almost equal importance to the Council is its desire to drive up the education standards in all Island 


schools such that our children are performing to the national average standards as a minimum.


The Council’s desire to be a community leader will lead to a number of new strategic partnerships 


being developed over its lifetime. The development of our Highways PFI bid is seen as one of the first 


such initiatives to be developed. 


D.9 Delivering our priorities


As part of the development of the Community Plan a number of short-term priority


project areas have been defined, and these now link into the four Area Investment 


Framework, Regeneration Area priorities. 


These projects areas are as follows: 


1. A Healthy Island 


• A programme of prevention of heart disease and cancer, which focuses on tackling smoking 


and obesity.


• Tackling fuel poverty.


• The promotion of mental health and well-being.


2. The Inspire Programme


• A programme to raise the profile of the Island and attract future investment and ensure the future 


prosperity of the Island.


3. The Cowes Waterfront Initiative, (including Cowes, East Cowes and Newport)


• A holistic regeneration project, which covers the whole of the Medina Valley. 


4. An Educated Island - A crosscutting priority that aims to:


• Enhance workforce skills including the creation of centres of vocational excellence.


• Raise post 14 aspirations and achievement levels.


• Support local higher/further education facilities. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  7


These five project areas now form the basis of an action plan, which looks forward up to three years, 


and which should, naturally, connect with the Island’s longer-term aspirations - the 2020 Vision - all of 


which will be contained within the Island’s Community Strategy.


The LTP looks to deliver these priorities in tandem with the LSP alongside the development of the AIF 


priority areas.


D.10 Transport vision - putting in place a connected Island


Our overarching transport vision has been prepared taking into consideration 


consultation and discussions with a broad range of groups including:


• The Local Strategic Partnership. 


• Quality Transport Partnership. 


• Town and Parish Councils. 


• Local Community Forums. 


• Voluntary Sector. 


• Chamber of Commerce. 


• Select Committee Task Group. 


• Transport user groups. 


• Island Voices – Citizens Panel. 


• Transport operators – internal and external. 


• Health providers. 


• Education representatives. 


• Social services. 


• Tourism. 


It was prepared as part of our “Best Value” process and seeks to build on project five listed above. The 


Council, the Local Strategic Partnership and QTP have endorsed it.  It takes into consideration the 


content of the Community Plan – “Island Futures”, regional strategies and the emerging long-term 


strategic vision.  


Our long-term transport vision seeks to achieve a situation “where there is greater access on and off 


the Island by the development of an interlinked transport network”. 


5. A Connected Island - developed through the QTP, this is a priority that will major on accessibility 
and will focus on:


• Access to jobs, education, health, social and retail services.


• Consideration of non-car means of transport.


• Reduction in the need to travel by workplace/school travel plans, broadband, shaping service 


provision to meet community needs.


• Improving cross-Solent travel.


• Improved integration between transport and services.
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8 Section D : Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


D.11 Island futures 2020 vision and transport


The following sections explain how this vision sits with the emerging LDF core 


strategy confirms the importance of transport, sets out the elements which make 


up the vision, including public transport and cross Solent services. Roads and the 


use of roads and the steps we will need to take to achieve the vision.   


Our vision for transport is an essential part of the overall 2020 vision for the future of the Island. It will 


help deliver a more prosperous, accessible, healthy, environmentally friendly Island, and through the 


development and improvement of the Island’s transport system assist the economic regeneration. 


D.11.1 The importance of transport


It is recognised that transport is important for the Island. It is the catalyst which brings everything 


together, without good internal transport the Island would cease to function as we know it today.  


Good transport across the Solent is essential for our future development.


Transport provides access for all people from our homes and jobs to, education, shops, leisure, health 


& social care, friends and relations, across the Solent to the UK and the rest of the world. It supports 


the economic regeneration of the Island, our health and well being through better social inclusion.


D.12 Our transport vision


Our transport vision is an Island where all methods of transport including walking 


and cycling with public transport form an interlinked transport network across 


the Island, the Solent and beyond. This enables travel of people and goods from 


wherever they are, to the destinations of their choice both on and off the Island, 


with safety, reliability, ease of access, and affordably at a convenient time.


Our transport vision seeks to help promote social inclusion, enable accessibility for all, reduces congestion 


and improves safety and air quality. The implications of the SEA process will be taken into consideration


and measures will be put in place to reduce any potential impacts on soils, geology, water quality, 


biodiversity, fauna and flora.


The table below illustrates how these common priorities will be achieved in line with the shared priority.


Our transport vision Shared priority


We want to achieve A transport strategy that enhances the quality Improving accessibility 


of Island life. Helps ensure economic prosperity 


by connecting people, improving access for all.


We will achieve this By the effective provision, coordination, and Reducing congestion


management of transport networks for all 


modes of transport and transport users, 


minimising delays and disruption.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  9


D.13 Features of our transport vision


Transport organisation and planning


• The Council will play a leading role in ensuring that the benefits of an interlinked transport 


network are maximised for the users.


• The Council will play a leading role in coordinating and planning improvements in transport on 


the Island and across the Solent, ensuring partnerships between users and providers, 


encouraging investment in transport and its infrastructure.


• Air transport to and from the Island will form part of the transport network.


• The Council will be open and accountable for its decision and actions.


• The Council will react to changing circumstances by regularly updating its plans for the benefit 


of users. 


• The transport network on the Island will link to travel across the Solent and beyond in a 


seamless manner. 


• Economic regeneration of urban and village centres through development will lessen the need 


for travel.


• Tourism development will attract high quality tourism markets, and promote access to the 


Island by public transport.


• Freight handling and distribution systems will enable goods to be available on time for 


companies and people on or off the Island. 


• Industries will be encouraged to the Island, which do not have significant transport needs or 


costs, such as research, high value goods, and leisure. 


Our transport vision Shared priority


We want to minimise The number of casualties and fatalities caused by Improving safety


the operation or use of the transport networks, 


with an emphasis on the safety of vulnerable groups.


We want to protect The people, communities, air quality and Maintaining air quality


environments that could be adversely affected and the environment


by transport.
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10 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


D.13.1 Public transport, including services across the Solent 


• Increasing numbers of people will choose to use walking, cycling and public transport on the 


Island (bus, train, taxi for journeys), because it will be an attractive alternative to car use and is 


cheaper.  This will be particularly true in urban areas and for short journeys.


• Public transport will be affordable, convenient, safe, sociable, frequent, punctual, comfortable, 


reliable and accessible to all.


• There will be modern user-friendly facilities, which will assist the transfer from one form of 


travel to another.


• There will be excellent real time information available for residents and visitors at points of 


access, so they are aware of the transport options, and be able to make informed decisions.


• On-board information services will be in place on tourist routes.


• Tickets will be able to be purchased to our final destination, from all transport providers.


• Payment of fares can be achieved electronically before or during travel.


• The needs of families and people with wheelchairs will be accommodated on public transport.


D.13.2 Roads & use of roads 


• The need to rely on the car will be reduced through increasing travel choice.


• There will be reduced congestion particularly at peak times on highways.


• As a result of reduced car use and congestion there will be less traffic accidents.


• The road infrastructure on the Island will be maintained to good standards, and will assist the 


public transport network using it.


• Technology will provide vehicles which are less damaging to the environment.


• Increased numbers of people will walk or cycle using improved urban paths and pavements.


• Visitors will have a choice as to whether to bring a car to the Island. People won’t have to travel


if they don’t need to, as the need will be minimised through development identified in the 


Island Plan.


D.14 How to achieve the vision - what needs to be done


The following section is a series of proposals arising out of the consultation 


process and development of the vision. This consultation process together with 


other discussions and specific LTP and accessibility workshops, have helped 


form the basis of our five-year strategy and implementation programme.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  11


D.14.1 Research, planning & organisation 


• Research and understand in detail what journeys people make, and would like to make.


• Workplace travel plans for each major employer.


• School travel plans for each school. 


• Healthcare travel plan, both on and off the Island, in co-ordination with the council for the 


benefit of patients and service users. 


• The development of transport across the Island, the Solent and beyond will be co-ordinated 


through this Local Transport Plan. This will show how priorities and resources will be 


developed across a range of transport issues for health, education, social care, and tourism.


• Planned development of the Island that incorporates issues from transport and other major 


plans will be developed through the Island Plan and the South East Regional Plan.  


(Island Plan - Core strategy in December 2005).


• The Council will work to provide benefits for public transport users through partnerships 


with transport providers, both locally, across the Solent and regionally to provide an interlinked 


transport network and infrastructure through joint planning and operating skills.


• The Tourism Development Plan will give visitors a choice to visit the Island without a car. 


(See www.islandbreaks.com/ ).


• The Council will work with our partner authorities in Southampton, Portsmouth and Hampshire


to improve access to and from the Island.  


D.14.2 Promotion in the media


• Public transport development and education on its benefits. 


• The health and other benefits of walking and cycling. 


D.14.3 Public transport improvements 


• Reduce the price of public transport to increase ridership, widen discounted fares, and offer 


incentive fares.


• Make public transport "nicer" - clean, comfortable, staff friendly to all customers.


• Improve bus journey times - bus lanes, prioritised traffic lights. (Experimental system in 


Newport).


• Develop the role of Wightbus or alternative provider as community transport. 


• Develop rail services as part of the transport network, which involves the community. 


(Community Rail Partnership commenced).


• Promotion and development of walking & cycling routes, especially in urban areas.


• Make public transport more convenient - on-demand via a transport call centre; use taxis; 


widely available tickets; through ticketing; common tickets; community transport schemes; 


good information; 


• Make public transport more accessible - people with mobility problems; visitors with luggage; 


parents with buggies & shopping.  
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12 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


D.14.4 Infrastructure improvements 


• Provide investment in a safe, well maintained, 


road system, including a network for buses, 


lorries and coaches, through for example private 


finance initiatives or other forms of investment 


initiatives. (PFI bid in future).


• Incorporate accident reduction schemes 


into the development of roads. 


• Provide freight facilities that suit the needs 


of the Island, including a distribution centre 


for freight to improve capacity and support 


the economy. 


• Development of walking and cycling facilities 


in urban areas; Quiet Lanes; Home Zones.


• Provide modern interchange facilities at access 


ports to the Island, and at major hubs. 


(e.g. Ryde Interchange).


D.14.5 Reduce the need for travel 


• Employers to be encouraged to provide home working opportunities for staff where appropriate.


• Employers to encourage the use of flexitime, amongst other reasons to assist employees who 


want to travel to and from work outside peak travel times. 


• Maximize opportunities to use technology to provide access to information, services and goods,


which assist convenience and can reduce the need to travel.


• Ensure that new planned development of houses, services and facilities takes place at locations, 


which ensure that access by walking, cycling and public transport is maximized. This to be 


achieved as far as possible through the normal planning processes including UDP and 


subsequent Island Plan (LDF). 


• Encourage local products and services for local customers, so that travel of goods back 


and forth to the mainland is minimised. 


D.14.6 Our key priorities


To deliver this vision our key priorities are therefore as follows:


Key priorities


1 Where practicable and relevant, reduce journey lengths and the need to travel 


2 Where journeys cannot be avoided, work in partnership with the transport operators 


and others to make the best use of existing infrastructure across all modes and introduce 


measures, which will increase travel choices.


3 In those circumstances where travel demand cannot be met by the existing infrastructure, 


then look at value for money solutions, which will provide additional infrastructure and facilities.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D : Long term strategy  13


D.15 Transport and the Island plan


Transport is a key element of the “Island Plan” currently being developed, 


by the Council and LSP. 


The Island has a critical role to play in the South East and UK economy and the Council and the LSP 


are committed to improving our circumstances through economic-led regeneration.  The “Island Plan” 


will be the spatial strategy to achieve this change and it is through the LDF working with the LTP that 


improvements to transport will be achieved.


D.15.1 Our coordinated approach


The Island Plan has taken account of the transport vision and like the LTP is driven by the overarching 


themes, which now run through the Community Plan, Aim High and Local Area Agreement. It must 


also accord with Regional Planning Guidance and the emerging South East Plan. This guidance indicates


an annual construction of 520 houses and that this should continue to 2026, subject to the necessary 


infrastructure being put in place. 
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14 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


D.15.2 Developing the core strategy 


The Core strategy will build on our existing plans and policies and when approved set:


• The Long-term vision for the Island until 2026.


• Strategic spatial objectives relating to the vision.


• Approaches to the future sustainability of the Island.


• The approach to the provision of employment and support economic regeneration.


• The approach to the provision of housing.


• The broad spatial distribution of development.


• Recommendations for the character of new development 


D.16 Helping to deliver the ‘Island Plan’


The Island Plan recognises that future economic regeneration and enhancements 


to quality of life on the Island requires efficient and sustainable connections 


between our urban centres and smaller settlements and critically between the 


Island and the mainland. It is therefore important that this Plan (LTP2) and the LDF


work together to support spatial, regeneration and sustainability objectives.


D.16.1 Working together


The Island Plan Core Strategy has been developed in parallel with the LTP.  Joint workshops, shared 


discussions and the synergy achieved through the SEA process has ensured that both plans share 


similar aims and objectives.


Consultation


The consultation carried out for the production of the Island Plan Issues and Options Report, identified 


public preference for an emphasis to be placed on the development of those areas that offer the strongest


potential for the use of public transport and alternatives for the car and offer the best access to cross 


Solent transport connexions.  


D.16.2 Six options for change


Six options development options were considered as part of the production of the core strategy. All had 


implications in terms of transport and accessibility.  


These six options were:


Option 1: UDP led - continuing existing policy


This option considered the continuation of the existing development policy as established through 


the current Planning Policy Strategy the Unitary Development Plan (UDP). This sought to concentrate


development around the main towns of Cowes, Newport, Ryde, Sandown and Shanklin, where 85% 


of new housing and employment land was allocated as part of that process.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  15


Option 2: Focus Regeneration on the Medina Valley.


Option 2 sought to focus development on the Medina Valley Area, which runs north - south from 


Cowes to Newport.  


Option 3: Regeneration focussed on the North East Triangle.


This option looked to contain development within the three main settlements of Cowes, 


Newport and Ryde.


Option 4: Focussing Regeneration on the East Wight corridor.


Option four proposed concentrating development along the existing rail corridor, which runs from Ryde 


to Shanklin.  


Option 5: Linked Regeneration Opportunities.


Option five sought to focus development on five existing centres spread across the Island. 


Totland/ Freshwater in the west, Cowes in the north, Newport at the centre, Ryde on the north 


east coast and Shanklin on the south east coast.  


Option 6: Dispersed Regeneration Opportunities.


Option six suggested we target growth at a number of existing settlements located across the 


Island. These included, Totland and Yarmouth in the west, Cowes, Newport, Wootton - which is 


approximately half way between Newport and Ryde, Ryde, Seaview on the coast to the east of Ryde, 


Bembridge on the Island’s most eastern coast, Brading inland north of Sandown, Shanklin on the 


south east coast and Ventnor. Some of our villages would also see increased development.  


D.16.3 Consultations and discussions - choosing the preferred option


An options paper was prepared advertised and made widely available and it was these 6 options that 


formed the focus for wide ranging consultation and discussions. As well as the public a number of 


groups and organisations were asked to be involved and invited to comment. This process included:


• Council Members.


• Town and Parish Councils.


• The Business community. 


• Quality Transport Partnership.


D.16.4 The preferred option


The preferred option, currently out for consultation (February 2006) represents a hybrid of three of the 


six original options. This option, which was developed following extensive consultation, is focussed on 


the North East Triangle (option 3), recognises the advantages of regenerating the Bay area with its good


rail links (option 4) and seeks to support investment in the West Wight (Option 5).  
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16 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Different in emphasis to the existing UDP, this proposal also picks up and develops the approach taken 


through the AIF and suggests a phased approach to development. This approach is illustrated on the 


map and diagrams included below. 


D.16.5 Regeneration - Emphasis by Phase


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. LA076694
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section D: Long term strategy  17


D.17 Island plan - core policies


The Island Plan, preferred core strategy issued in February 2006 includes core policies for each section 


of the Plan. These are:


E1 Supporting Employment Generating Sectors.


E2 Economic Growth Locations


H1 Housing Numbers


H2 Housing Locations


H3 Affordable Housing, Tenure and Size.


T1 Transport and Accessibility


SF1 Health, Education, Community and Social Facilities.


SF2 Town centre, Retail and Leisure.


ENV1 Conserving, Protecting, Managing and Enhancing the Natural Environment.


ENV2 Use and Protection of Natural Resources.


ENV3 Sustainable Waste Management.


NNV4 Flood Risk and Coastal Management.


BE1 Promoting Design Quality.


BE2 Conserving, Protecting, Managing and Enhancing the Built Environment.


BE3 Building Quality and Efficiency.


BE4 Inclusive Development.


IMP1 Delivery and Implementation


IMP2 Monitoring and Review


D.17.1 Core policy - T1 Transport and Accessibility


Core Policy T1 has been developed taking into consideration extensive discussions and the outcome 


of a number of workshops, including one to which were invited transport operators, transport users, 


representatives from the QTP, LSP, national, regional and local bodies and organisations, officers from 


Engineering Services plus neighbouring authorities.  


Core Policy T1 - Transport & Accessibility is reproduced below:


T1 - Transport & Accessibility


Improvements to the entire Island’s transport networks, including infrastructure and facilities are of 


critical importance to the successful economic regeneration and quality of life of the Island. It is essential 


that the Island Plan contributes to regional and sub-regional transport objectives to deliver sustained 


and sustainable improvements to transport including road, rail, water and air.


Development proposals will be required to contribute to the implementation of the Isle of Wight Local 


Transport Plan and its subsequent reviews to deliver improved accessibility through integrated and 


sustainable transport modes. This will be achieved by, where appropriate, working with our partners to:


1. Improve the road and rail networks and infrastructure to deliver improvements to Islandwide 


accessibility, improving travel choice, reduce congestion, improve freight distribution and cross 


Solent travel;
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18 Section D: Long term strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


2. Reduce the predominant reliance on the car for accessibility to existing centres;


3. Improve access by sustainable means, public transport, cycle and on foot;


4. Ensure new residential, service and facilities developments are in locations, which are accessible 


by a full range of transport alternatives;


5. Help reduce the impact of seasonal traffic growth through the encouragement of car free tourism;


6. Strengthen and extend the cycle and pedestrian network and access as part of the public realm;


7. Safeguard existing and former rail transport routes for future use for sustainable transport purposes;


8. Widen travel choice particularly through car share, rail, bus, taxi, cycling and walking;


9. Encourage the development and implementation of Travel Plans for employment, education and 


health facilities (Work Place and School Travel Plans) by voluntary agreement as part of the formal 


planning process;


10. Encourage employers to allow “smarter choices” such as home working and flexitime to reduce 


travel needs and peak hour impacts;


11. Safeguard and upgrade Cross-Solent port gateways for future use for transportation, passenger 


and freight handling purposes;


12. Realise the potential of the Solent to function as a sustainable transport corridor for the 


movement of goods and people;


13. Provide for the development of high quality transport interchanges at key locations such as the 


Cross Solent gateways and within the principal towns;


14. Support modern port and interchange facilities at access points to the Island and at major 


transport hubs to achieve efficient staging, loading and unloading;


15. Establish effective bulk material handling infrastructure at suitable locations to improve capacity 


and support economic regeneration;


16. Apply maximum vehicle parking standards within the context of promoting economic 


regeneration and minimum cycle standards to reduce overall reliance on private vehicles 


in new developments;


17. Encourage local products and services for local communities to be sourced from the Island 


where possible, to reduce the need for cross-Solent and cross-Island transportation of goods 


and products.
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D.17.2 Working with the Island Plan


The LDF core policy takes account of the 2020 transport vision and accords with the approach taken in 


the LTP. Developing the Plans together has allowed the Council the opportunity to maximize joint working 


and the process of strategically environmentally assessing the documents has been carried out by the 


same consultants, using a similar set of criteria.  


The accessibility planning work we are doing as part of the development of the LTP is already proving to


be of benefit to the development of spatial options in the Island Plan. 


Although slightly disadvantaged by having to work to two different production timetables, the Council is 


nevertheless looking to coordinate the content of these two plans as far as possible.


The Council have chosen to produce the LTP in a way that it can be amended to reflect changes in the 


Island Plan and other strategies. This will be done through consultation with Government, QTP and 


others and will help ensure that the LTP remains flexible and up to date as possible.  


The Council have made their Draft Core Strategy Structure available for consultation and every effort 


will be made to ensure that the LDF and LTP continue to work together to deliver improvements on 


the ground.


D.18 Delivering the vision


The table below illustrates the timescale for delivering the key projects identified


in this plan. Some of these projects have been identified for implementation during


the LTP period (2006-2011); others will have a longer-term timeframe and may 


therefore be delivered as part of 


the next plan (2011+). 


The delivery of the projects contained in the 


Plan and future Plans will be carried out in 


partnership with the development and delivery


of the Island Plan and in line with our core 


strategies and shared priorities. 
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West of Yarmouth Major Bid ‘Do Nothing’ 
 
Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth ‘Do Nothing’ – close road and divert traffic through Freshwater etc Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


Major negative – traffic is 
likely to be routed into 
Newport via the B3410 
Which will exacerbate 
existing congestion problems 


Potential increase in congestion in Newport 
 


Unlikely to directly facilitate traffic growth. 
 
Unlikely that it will increase travel choice 
because roads are minor and narrow –not 
suitable fro frequent bus service? No 
potential increase of cycling and walking 
initiatives due to distance. 


No effect 


Not likely to decrease number of car trips 
unless linked to public transport initiatives 
and could discourage travelling across the 
Island.  


Minor negative – with 
mitigation probably potential 
only to maintain current 
public transport service. 
 


No effect 


Air Quality  To develop the 
transport network to maximise 
access whilst minimising detrimental 
impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in 
Newport  


- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and 


the proportion of people using 
public transport, cycling and 
walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   
 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Minor Negative   


Will not improve overall air quality if number 
of trips increase. Could affect local air quality 
in Yarmouth, Totland and Freshwater if 
cannot manage the increase in traffic.  


Currently no air quality issues or congestion 
identified within Yarmouth, Totland or 
Freshwater. Congestion a problem in Newport 
at peak times. 
 


Potentially bringing more traffic into Newport 
on the B3401 which enters Newport at the 
High Street which is likely to contribute to 
congestion in town centre. 
 
Magnitude dependent on overall traffic growth 
on the Island and public transport use. 
Reversible  effect- movement onto public 
transport if problem with air quality levels 
 
Road is currently heavily trafficked. Potential 
to improve the local air quality along the 
stretch of road to be closed. 
 
Potential to encourage more local shopping 
etc and reduce cross Island travelling 


Moderate – unsure as to the number 
of additional trips that with be 
generated an unsure as to modal split 
in the future. 
 
Assume traffic growth of no more 
than 3% per annum on the A3054 in 
line with LTP2 target. 


Ensure measures are put in place 
to alleviate additional contribution 
to congestion within Newport. 
 
Ensure measures are put in place 
to alleviate any congestion in 
Totland, Freshwater and 
Yarmouth. 
 
Work with bus company to 
reschedule public transport 
services to ensure services 
continue to serve Yarmouth, 
Totland, and Freshwater and the 
A3054 to the east. 
 
 


Minor negative – even with 
mitigation there is likely to be 
an increase in trips by 
private vehicle in line with 
the 3% target and therefore 
increases risk of local air 
quality problems. 


Will not reduce the risk to property and 
people from erosion and instability along the 
stretch of the A3054 which would be closed. 
 
Will not construct any new defences. 
Slumping at the section of A3054 may 
continue and could result in loss of amenity 
on this 500m section of coast due to natural 
processes occurring. 
 


Section of A3054 as the road enters Yarmouth 
from the east is actively slumping and 
carriageway is suffering rooted cracking and 
distortion. Residential property on the south 
side of the road. 
 
Sea defences currently in place 
 
  


Unknown magnitude of effect on the properties 
along this stretch of A3054 which is 
experiencing slumping. 
 
Permanent effect 
 


Low – unknown effect or timing of 
effect on properties on south side of 
road 


Mitigation would need to ensure 
existing sea defences are 
adequate to protect property along 
this section of the A3054.However, 
this is beyond the influence of the 
LTP2. 


Major negative – although 
this allows natural coastal 
process to occur it does not 
protect existing residential 
properties along this section 
of the A3054. 


Unlikely to contribute to contamination of 
land 
 


No record of incidence of ground 
contamination due to highways network in 
west Wight 


No effect Moderate None No effect 


Soil and geology To ensure the 
transport network does not 
adversely impact upon geology and 
soils, and which reduces the risk of 
erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property 
and people from erosion and 
instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline 
or the loss of amenity as a 
result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for 


geological processes 
 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Major negative  
 


Unlikely to lose areas important for 
geological processes  


No areas important for geological processes 
located near to roads which might be used for 
a diversion route. 


No effect  Moderate none No effect 


No effect 
 


Water  To maintain and improve the 
quality of the Island’s watercourses, 
groundwater systems and to 
prevent an increase in risk from 
flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works 
do not give rise to increases in 


Does not increase risk of flooding –no new 
infrastructure in flood plain 
 


Currently no groundwater protection zones in 
area of Yarmouth, Freshwater or Totland 
 
 


No effect Moderate  None 


No effect 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth ‘Do Nothing’ – close road and divert traffic through Freshwater etc Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


 surface run-off.  
- To protect the quality of water 


by controlling transport related 
development likely to adversely 
affect groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
No effect  
 


Does not give rise to increases in surface 
run-off 
 
Likely to only have a limited potential impact 
on water quality. 


No effect 


Moderate negative 
 
Moderate negative 
 


Could increase traffic through more rural 
areas including the AONB and divert ferry 
traffic through Freshwater and Totland which 
could affect landscape character  
 Moderate negative 


 Does not enhance landscape character 
 


Moderate negative 
 Not likely to conserve and enhance the 


AONB as traffic likely to be diverted along its 
boundary in the west. 
 


Landscape and townscape  To 
protect and enhance the Island’s 
landscape and settlement character.  


- To protect the landscape and 
settlement character of the 
Island and ensure that transport 
and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on 
the existing character of the 
area. 


- Positively enhance landscape 
and settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
AONB in line with its 
designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the 
Tennyson and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative  


 


May cause an increase in traffic and 
therefore affect the Tennyson Heritage Coast 
to the south of the Island as traffic uses this 
as an alternative route to move across the 
Island 


Diversion likely to run along the boundary of 
the AONB along the B4301. 
 
Could adversely affect landscape character of 
rural parts of West Wight through an increase 
in traffic. 
 
Drivers could make more use of the B3055 as 
an alternative route across Island running 
through the Tennyson Heritage Coast and 
AONB to the south of Island. 


Reversible  - if public transport service can 
achieve a modal split which increases 
proportion of trips on public transport and 
therefore reduce car trips. 
 
  


Low – unsure of potential for public 
transport to achieve a better modal 
split and also effect of tourism traffic 


Ensure public transport services 
are in place which are at least as 
good as at present and look to 
improve the current service in light 
of expected growth in traffic. 
 
If possible avoid rerouting traffic 
through small villages. 


Because public transport will 
only be able to reduce traffic 
volume to a limited degree. 


Not likely to result in any loss, damage or 
fragmentation of designated wildlife sites or 
the wider countryside 


No designated wildlife sites at risk from loss or 
fragmentation 


None required Slight positive – helps 
conserve habitats 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To 
conserve and enhance the Islands 
biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and 
indirect), damage to, or 
fragmentation of designated 
wildlife sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and freshwater).  


- To maintain biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on the Island 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight positive  


Unlikely to affect biodiversity on the Island 
due to traffic increase on some roads. 
Development of transport infrastructure (i.e. 
junction improvements, road widening) not 
proposed so BAP habitats which are located 
near to potential diversion route are not likely 
to be impacted. Does not affect natural 
coastal processes. 


BAP priority habitat along the River Yar (reed 
beds, fens, mudflats, wet woodland) and areas 
of wet woodland, grassland and mixed 
woodland in patches along the B3410. 


Reversible because impacts could occur in the 
future particularly if diversion routes require 
engineering work. 


Assume this option does not involve 
any development such as junction 
improvements, new roads etc 


None required Slight positive – helps 
conserve habitats 


Archaeology and cultural 
heritage  To protect the Islands 
historic environment and cultural 
resource 
- To protect  the fabric and 


setting of designated and non-
designated archaeological 
sites, monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings 
locally important historic 


Potential to affect the setting of a large 
number of heritage sites by increasing traffic 
in a large part of the Island. 


Conservation areas location south of 
Freshwater (x2) and one to the north east of 
the Freshwater but none are on likely route of 
diversion. Conservation area within Yarmouth 
would be avoided by a diversion which is likely 
to skirt the boundary. 
 
Potential for sites and monuments in the west 
to be affected although locations currently 
unknown to appraisers. 
 


Reversible if traffic increase can be reduced 
by modal shift onto public transport. 


Medium – Although designated and 
undesignated sites and monuments 
are recorded, the exact locations of 
sites and monuments in the west 
unknown to appraisers at present. 
Further consultation with 
Conservation team necessary. 
 
Unlikely that modal shift onto public 
transport will reduce traffic levels 
enough to avoid impacts on the 


Avoid diverting traffic near to 
designated sites and monuments 
which will be affected by an 
increase in traffic  
 
 


Assessment incomplete 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth ‘Do Nothing’ – close road and divert traffic through Freshwater etc Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


buildings  and conservation 
areas 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Assessment incomplete 


 setting of sites and monuments 
caused from an increase in traffic. 


Slight negative 
 
 
 
No effect 
 
 
 


Will not reduce amount of greenhouse gases 
on the Island 
 
 


No effect on the amount of renewable fuels / 
technology used to power vehicles 
 
 


Climatic factors  To reduce the 
Islands contribution to climate 
change and to limit transport 
development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions on 
the Island 


- To increase the amount of 
renewable fuels / technology 
used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk 
from flooding and the effects of 
climate change 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative  
 


Will not directly result in new development at 
risk from flooding and the effects of climate 
change. 


Emission of greenhouse gases is a global 
issue and targets exist to reduce emissions. 


Magnitude of emissions unknown 
Potential to contribute to a cumulative impact 
with relation to increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions through an increase in traffic growth 
across the Island. However, may not 
encourage the use of the private car by 
creating easy / direct access to Newport from 
the west of the Island 
 
 


Moderate certainty 
Assume that large scale development 
in the west which might significantly 
increase traffic levels is unlikely to 
occur. 


Ensure investment in public 
transport services on the diversion 
route to encourage a modal shift. 


No effect 


Will not make Island’s road safer - risk to 
safety due to increased wear and tear on 
non-principal roads and increased risk to 
cyclists and pedestrians in rural areas. 


Will divert traffic onto narrower and unsuitable 
roads 


Reversible if can reinstate A3054 Low – assume that narrower roads 
and increase in traffic in villages will 
increase risk to pedestrians and 
cyclists and will increase number of 
accidents on roads.  


Ensure that suitable safety 
measures are in place to protect 
pedestrians and cyclists in rural 
areas in the west at risk from an 
increase in traffic. E.g. segregated 
lanes and crossings 


Moderate negative  - unlikely 
that mitigation measures will 
be able to make a significant 
improvement to the existing 
situation. 


Human health and safety To 
protect and improve the safety and 
health of the population. 


- To make the Island’s roads 
safer and reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative 


Will not increase opportunities for walking 
and cycling. Potential to make walking and 
cycling in specific locations within the rural 
areas of West Wight a less attractive / 
enjoyable experience due to increases in 
traffic on previously quiet roads and villages  


Rural villages could be affected depending on 
diversion route 


Diversion route not known therefore 
magnitude of geographical area not known 
Reversible if can reinstate A3054. 
 
 


Moderate – likely to only affect a 
small number of locations in rural 
areas such as where roads are 
particularly narrow. 


Ensure that suitable safety 
measures are in place to protect 
pedestrians and cyclists in rural 
areas in the west as risk from an 
increase in traffic. E.g. segregated 
lanes and crossings 


Slight negative 


Not likely to affect the adverse noise and 
vibration effects of vehicle movements at 
ferry ports. 


No complaints regarding noise at Yarmouth 
ferry port. 
No significant residential areas in close 
proximity to the port area. 


No effect Assume large scale residential or 
employment or tourism development 
does not occur in the west of the 
Island which would significantly 
increase vehicle movements at 
Yarmouth ferry port. 
Assume Yarmouth ferry port 
continues current activity 


Assess potential noise and 
vibration impacts at the ferry ports 
if large scale development is 
proposed in the west of the Island. 


No effect  


Likely to increase traffic in Totland and 
Freshwater due not only to rerouting of local 
traffic to Newport but also ferry traffic to and 
from the Yarmouth ferry terminal 


Sensitive receptors along diversion route such 
as residential dwellings and nursing homes etc 
(although locations not known).  


Potentially numerous sensitive receptors along 
diversion route 
Reversible if can reinstate the A3054 at a later 
date 


Moderate certainty of noise and 
vibration impacts caused by an 
increase in traffic although locations 
of sensitive receptors unknown. 


Avoid rerouting traffic near to 
sensitive receptors if possible. 


Moderate negative – 
potential for sensitive 
receptors to be affected 
unknown but not likely that 
impacts could be effectively 
mitigated. 


Noise and Vibration  To limit the 
risk of adverse noise and vibration 
effects and protect tranquil areas. 


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle movements at 
the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the 
adverse noise and vibration 
effects of transport movement 
in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the 
Island and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise pollution 
due to increases in traffic 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative  


Could have effect on tranquil areas on the 
Island due to increases in traffic  


AONB in the west of the Island Permanent impacts on tranquillity, could be 
seasonal affected by tourism   


Moderate certainty although do not 
know exact diversion route 


Minimise diversion which travels 
through the AONB  


Moderate negative – will not 
be able to completely avoid 
increase in traffic in the 
AONB 


Will not effect severance by sea - No effect Moderate None No effect Population  To improve accessibility 
for all sectors of the community, and 
minimise severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of 
severance by sea  


- To ensure transport is 
accessible for all sectors of the 


May result in a decrease in accessibility of 
public transport – e.g. bus services between 
Newport and West Wight, less bus stops 
especially on A3054 and service may take 


Currently bus service provided in the west of 
the Island to connect Yarmouth, Totland and 
Freshwater with Newport and the rest of the 
Island in the east. 


Reversible if can reinstate the A3054 at a later 
date and resume services along this principal 
road which is a more direct route to Newport. 


Low – uncertainty over diversion 
route and service on the A3054. 
Diversion may not be as suitable for 
buses or frequent service and 


Ensure public transport services 
are put in place to enable the 
population in the west to access 
Newport – include bus priority 


Moderate negative - even 
with investment in public 
transport is unlikely that 
service will be the same as 







Plan Option/ Measure West of Yarmouth ‘Do Nothing’ – close road and divert traffic through Freshwater etc Worksheet completed by: WSP Environmental 
SEA Criteria Performance against SEA Sub-


criteria 
Description of the value and 
vulnerability of the area likely to 
be affected 


Description of the magnitude of 
the effect including timing, 
duration, & potential cumulative 
effects 


Level of certainty (H/M/L), 
and assumptions  


Mitigation measure(s) 
proposed 


Significance of the 
residual effect (ie 
after mitigation) 


longer due to diversion route. May affect 
access to the ferry at Yarmouth for resident 
living to the east of the section of closed 
road.. Would affect access for residents 
living along the section of the A3054 
affected by slumping 


therefore service in west may be 
reduced. 


measures  where the diversion 
enters Newport. 


present, particularly on the 
A3054. 


May affect access to Newport for residents 
of West Wight – Diversion may take longer 
and could cause more delays and 
congestion in Newport 


Newport is the principal town at which many 
key services and facilities are accessed by 
residents in the west (e.g. further education, 
health care, comparison shopping, 
employment). 


Reversible if can reinstate the A3054 at a later 
date 


Moderate – route is longer and roads 
narrower and less suitable for large 
volumes of traffic. Unknown effect on 
public transport services on the 
A3054. 


Ensure public transport services 
are put in place to enable the 
population in the west to access 
Newport – include bus priority 
measures  where the diversion 
enters Newport.  


Moderate negative – even 
with investment in public 
transport , it is likely that 
people will experience more 
delays in reaching key 
services in Newport 


community regardless of age, 
income and mobility  


- To improve access to services 
and facilities (e.g. retail, 
education, employment, health,  
leisure, sporting, cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the 
countryside 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Moderate negative  


Will not increase access to the countryside 
and may make walking and cycling in 
specific localised places within the rural 
areas of west Wight a less attractive / 
enjoyable experience due to increases in 
traffic on previously quiet roads and villages. 


Increase in traffic in the AONB in the west and 
in small villages along diversion route. 


Reversible if can reinstate the A3054 at a later 
date 


Low – diversion route unknown and 
villages / rights of way affected 
unknown  


Ensure that suitable safety 
measures are in place to protect 
pedestrians and cyclists in rural 
areas in the west as risk from an 
increase in traffic. E.g. segregated 
lanes and crossings 


Minor negative 


No repair or construction work directly 
involved in this option. 
 


No effect – secondary 
impact, potential to use 
recycled materials unknown. 
 
 


Material assets  To improve and 
maintain the physical quality of the 
Island’s transport infrastructure 
network 


- To ensure the use of recycled 
materials for road repair and 
construction. 


- To improve the physical quality 
of the island’s transport 
infrastructure network through 
appropriate investment 


 
Overall significance after mitigation: 
Slight negative  
 


Will not improve the physical quality of the 
Island’s road network and may lead to a 
more rapid deterioration of the non-principal 
roads which will then require repair. 
However, some journeys may be reduced 
and alternative routes may be numerous. 


Will result in a need to repair or upgrade 
significant lengths of non-principal roads – use 
of resources. 
 


Potential use of recycled materials is a 
secondary effect if repairs are needed due to 
deterioration of road network. 
 
Permanent effect, use of natural resources for 
repair  
 
Reversible if can repair the A3054 at a later 
date.  


Low - Condition of roads to be used 
for diversion unknown although most 
Island roads require repair. 


Ensure that a significant proportion 
of recycled materials are used in 
repair of roads. 


Slight negative – will place 
additional pressure on road 
network generally in need of 
repair. 


 
 
Notes 
 
This Worksheet has been adapted from the worksheet template suggested in TAG guidance on SEA of LTPs.  It has been amended to reflect the specifics of the SEA of the proposed Isle of Wight LTP2 SEA.  The worksheet has been 
developed to provide a useful mechanism for assessing and recording the environmental effects of different options for measures/actions in the LTP2 and has therefore been structured to allow recording of effects against all SEA criteria 
on one worksheet.  Separate worksheets have been completed for each alternative measure/option. 
 
To aid consistency of appraisals and ease of comparison of alternatives, standardised scales of impact magnitude and impact significance have been used.  These are based on the following: 
 


Major negative – moderate negative – slight negative – no effect – slight positive – moderate positive – major positive 
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E. The Five Year Strategy


E.1 Introduction


This section sets out our five-year transport strategy for the Island. It explains 


how this will help deliver our shared priorities and explains the process by which


it has been developed taking account of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 


(SEA) carried out into the Plan. It shows how we can improve what we do by 


working in partnership with others, how we can improve the way in which we do 


things through improving our systems and make the best use of our Rights of 


Way network to improve accessibility.  


Our five-year strategy takes account of the national and regional policies set out in Section B of this 


Plan and seeks to tackle the problems and opportunities described in Section C. It has been developed


taking into consideration the extensive consultation carried out as part of the development of the 


long-term strategy, the SEA process and a broad range of internal and external workshops and 


discussions.  


This five-year strategy seeks to deliver the longer-term vision set out in Section D and has been 


developed using workshops and discussions, which have helped identify a range of transport options


and priorities to be put in place over the next five years. 


E.1.1 Working together


Our local discussions and workshops included transport operators - bus, rail, and ferry, transport 


users - IW Bus Users Group, cycle and motorcycle groups, the business community - Chamber of 


Commerce and Federation of Small Businesses, Town and Parish Councils, representatives from 


economic development, environment, planning, health, education, social services and elsewhere.  


Ongoing discussions with our Solent Transport Partners - Hampshire County Council and Portsmouth 


and Southampton has helped ensure that our strategy takes account of the broader sub regional 


and cross boundary issues. In particular the need to ensure easy access both to the Island and the 


best possible access to mainland and important healthcare, education and training facilities. This 


close working partnership is proving enormously helpful when discussing the options for the 


development of an Accessibility Action Plan for access to mainland healthcare.


E.2 Priorities for local transport planning


The Government and Local Government 


Association (LGA) agreed in July 2002, 


a set of seven shared priorities for local 


government. These shared priorities, 


which include - raising standards across 


schools, transforming the local environment


and meeting local transport needs more 


effectively, now form the focus within which


the Government and Councils will jointly 


aim to improve public services. 


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section E: The five year strategy  1


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 1







T
h


e
 f


iv
e


 y
e


a
r 


s
tr


a
te


g
y


2 Section E: The five year strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


E.2.1 Delivering the shared priority


The shared priority for transport includes, improving accessibility and public transport and reducing 


the problems of congestion, pollution and safety.  


The DfT recognise that all transport modes - car, bus, rail, walking, cycling, powered two wheelers, 


taxis, freight etc are all important for the delivery of transport improvements, but has asked that 


authorities, in their LTPs, demonstrate the benefits of their local transport programmes and policies


in sections reflecting the LGA shared priorities for accessibility, congestion, air quality and road safety. 


E.2.2 Addressing local priorities


Sections F, H, I and J are therefore set out to reflect the shared priorities. We have also chosen to 


expand this by including sections explaining how transport can help “Promote Economic Prosperity 


and Regeneration” (Section G), and the need to ensure “Effective Management” (Section K), both of 


which are important local priorities.  


The Air Quality Section (Section I) has also been broadened to include the “environment”, which is 


generally recognised as one of the Island’s most important assets.  


E.2.3 Delivering our objectives


This Plan seeks to deliver our seven objectives, which are based on the LGA shared priority.


These are as follows:


The following Sections (F - K) explain how we intend to deliver these objectives; Section L explains 


how we will deliver the strategy in line with and to assist the emerging Island Plan and the Area 


Investment Framework. Section M sets out our Investment programme, including Major Bids, whilst


Section N outlines our performance indicators on which our performance will be judged over the 


Plan period. 


No Priority (based on LGA) Objectives


1 Accessibility To increase accessibility for all


2 Economic prosperity and regeneration To encourage and support economic 


regeneration and prosperity 


3 Safety & health To make Island roads safer


4 Air quality and the environment To improve local air quality 


and the environment


5 Congestion To tackle congestion


6 Ensuring effective management To ensure effective management 


of the highway network


7 To achieve value for money solutions To achieve value for money solutions


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 2
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section E: The five year strategy  3


E.3 Taking account of the environment


It is important that, when carrying out these improvements and in doing so 


achieving our targets, we take full account of the environmental consequences 


of any work we do. As part of this plan making process we have therefore carried


out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), which considers the potential 


impacts that actions or strategies contained in this Plan, may have on the 


environment. 


This process has helped shape the content of this Plan and through ongoing monitoring will ensure 


that our delivery and implementation continues to take full account of these issues.  


E.3.1 Embracing the SEA process


We have employed independent environmental consultants (WSP Environmental UK), to assess the 


extent to which the LTP will help achieve a set of objectives that cover a range of issues, including 


air quality, landscape, water, health and the population.  


This process is a requirement of the EU and must satisfy the requirements of the EC Directive on 


the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (Directive 


2001/42/EC) - known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.


The SEA process consists of the following stages:


Stage A


Identifying other relevant plans and programmes and environmental protection objectives.  


Establishing the environmental baseline. Identifying environmental problems and opportunities 


and establishing the SEA objectives.


Stage B


Deciding on the scope of the SEA.  Developing alternatives to Plan proposals and consulting with 


environmental bodies.


Stage C


Assessing the affects of the Plan, identifying measures to reduce or mitigate negative effects or 


seize opportunities for improving environmental conditions, devise monitoring programme and 


prepare the Environmental Report.


Stage D


Consultation on the Provisional LTP (PLTP) and the Environmental Report (ER).


Stage E 


Monitoring the significant effects on the environment of implementing the LTP.
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4 Section E: The five year strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


E.3.2 Timetable and consultations


The PLTP was submitted to Government in July 2005. This document included as an Annex a document 


prepared by our consultants, setting out the purpose of the SEA, the intended process, links to the 


LDF, consultation process and timetable.


An SEA scoping report was produced in August 2005 and consulted on alongside the PLTP for a 


seven week period. This consultation involved statutory consultees and a range of other stakeholders,


including neighbouring authorities. This report was made available on the Council’s website at 


www.iwight.com


The Scoping Report set out the background information collated in Stage A (above), which has 


subsequently been used in the later stages of the assessment. Consultation on the Scoping Report 


formed part of Stage B of the SEA process. The primary purpose of the Environmental Report is to 


document the findings of Stages A, B and C of the SEA process demonstrating how the detailed 


environmental considerations are informing the Plan making process.


The ER was made available for comment along side the Provisional Local Transport Plan in December


2005 and submitted to the consultation bodies under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 


Programmes Regulations 2004 (statutory Instrument 2004, No 1633). Copies of the ER were also 


made available to additional consultees with an interest in LTP and environmental implications.


E.3.3 What has been assessed as part of the SEA process?


The SEA has undertaken two types of analysis. These are a compatibility analysis between PLTP2, 


“vision and objectives” and the SEA criteria, plus an assessment of the potential environmental 


effects of bids and measures contained in the Plan.  


The following sections of PLTP2 were subject to compatibility tests:


• The Long-term vision.


• Five-year Strategy objectives.


• Major Bid - Newport accessibility.


• Major Bid - A3054 east of Yarmouth.


An assessment matrix was also used to assess the environmental implications of individual 


schemes listed in the implementation programme.


E.3.4 Summary and conclusions of the SEA analysis / assessments


The assessments of the Long Term Strategy Vision and the objectives of the Five Year Strategy have 


shown that these elements of the provisional LTP 2 are largely compatible with the SEA criteria 


with respect to improving access, improving human health and safety and improving the Island’s 


transport infrastructure.  


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 4







T
h


e
 f


iv
e


 y
e


a
r 


s
tr


a
te


g
y


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section E: The five year strategy  5


E.3.5 Areas of potential conflict


A few areas of potential conflict were thought to exist, these were in relation to the impacts that 


transport can have on:  


• Air quality. 


• Biodiversity. 


• Fauna and flora. 


• Soil and geology. 


• Water. 


• Archaeology. 


• Cultural heritage. 


These areas of potential conflict were either due to the potential for the objectives or vision to result


in engineering works or to increase motorised movements across the Island. 


The compatibility analyses carried out looked at each of the objectives individually and concluded 


that if these were seen to be more interconnected, and understood as part of the “bigger picture” 


there might be more compatibility with the SEA criteria.  Lessons have been learnt from the PLTP 


and this Plan attempts to make these links and connections stronger. 


E.3.6 Assessing our Major Bids


The SEA process looked at the Plan with and without the two major bids. The assessments showed 


that the ‘Plan with bids’ option is likely to result in significant positive impacts within Newport with 


respect to congestion and local air quality. It also concluded that this proposal is likely to improve 


accessibility to services and facilities for people within Newport and for people travelling to Newport


from across the Island. 


The assessment of the East of Yarmouth concluded that this proposal would reduce the risk to 


people and property from erosion and instability but should avoid damage to the coastline and Yar 


Estuary, particularly coastal processes, or loss of amenity by the reinforcement of the existing sea 


defences and by not constructing new defences. 


This bid scored well in terms of accessibility in that it will help maintain current levels of access 


(after construction) but care should taken to ensure that any possible affects on a nearby designated 


nature conservation site are reduced as far as possible.


E.3.7 Impact of “without bids” option


The SEA process concluded that ‘Plan without bids’ option would result in much less significant 


improvements to accessibility and local air quality within Newport. In addition, movement across 


the Island would continue to be restricted at peak times due to congestion within Newport.  


It acknowledged that without the East of Yarmouth bid, there are likely to be adverse impacts with 


respect to coastal instability and accessibility in West Wight if the section of the A3054 fails.  


Therefore, in conclusion, the ‘Plan with bids’ option is associated with more environmental benefits 


than the ‘Plan without bids’ option.
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6 Section E: The five year strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


E.3.8 Considering our Five Year Strategy


The SEA examined in some detail the measures and schemes included in the PLTP. These assessments 


have identified potential negative effects with respect to soil and geology, water, biodiversity, fauna 


and flora, archaeology and cultural heritage and noise and vibration. However, it was concluded that


the delivery of the overall strategy has the potential to increase travel choice and provide greater 


opportunities for walking and cycling, thereby limiting traffic growth, reduce car trips, reduce emissions


of greenhouse gases and improve air quality. 


It also noted that the Plan included a range of schemes likely to improve access to public transport, 


services and facilities. A number of the proposals would also improve the condition of the Island’s 


transport infrastructure, which, in doing so should also improve safety and potentially reduce traffic 


noise. The SEA also noted that the delivery of several of the schemes also present the opportunity of


enhancing built heritage, the measures included reducing through traffic congestion in Newport, 


and where possible rerouting HGV traffic away from town centres. Delivering this Plan and the “Island 


Plan” allow us the opportunity to consider the longer term sustainability of transport infrastructure 


and development, in particular how we can best accommodate the need to maintain natural processes.


E.3.9 Mitigation


The SEA proposed a range of mitigating measures to help reduce any potential impacts and 


enhance proposals where possible. This mitigation set out in Section 9 of the full ER, has been 


applied to the PLTP and to later stages of schemes, for example when paths for extension are identified


and scheme designs are developed. The mitigation measures are set out in the assessment worksheets


and matrices appended to the full Environmental Report, see www.iwight/transport for details. 


A summary table has been included in this Plan under additional information. 


E.3.10 Learning from the SEA process


We have as a result of the SEA process put in place a number of changes. These changes have been


included making sure that this final Plan more fully reflects and understand the broader issues of 


the environment and the way in which what we do can impact on our environment. These revisions 


have shaped this final plan. 


Shaping this Plan


We have made sure that this LTP:


• Includes and expands the “Air Quality and the Environment” section (Section I) to more 


fully reflect the environmental issues. Including issues such as planning for climate change, 


instability, biodiversity. Plus more detail regarding the measures to promote the use of 


alternatives fuels. 


• More clearly acknowledges that our major schemes will require a NATA appraisal, 


which includes an Environmental Impact Assessment.


• Encourages the continued use of recycled materials within transport engineering works 


and seeks to develop a target for its use.


• Encourages and sets a protocol for dialogue with our internal and external partners.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section E: The five year strategy  7


Taking note of other Plans and Policies


• Put in place measures to ensure transport/engineering works are undertaken in accordance


with the Isle of Wight Shoreline Management Plan.


• Ensure that the LDF planning and spatial policies help reduce travel. 


Consultation and liaison


• Ensure that consultation takes place with English Nature, Environment Agency and Isle of 


Wight Planning Liaison Group with respect to engineering works particularly 


in unstable areas, coastal areas and areas liable to flood.


• Continued to work with the Isle of Wight Planning Liaison Group to ensure that 


developments are located to reduce the need to travel.


• Strengthened links with the Isle of Wight Council Ecology Officer to ensure impacts to 


biodiversity, fauna and flora are reduced.


• Ensure the Isle of Wight Council Conservation Team and AONB office are consulted 


with respect to heritage issues and effects within the AONB and Heritage Coasts.


• Put in place measures to ensure necessary consultation with the Environment Agency 


with regard to flood risk.


Improvement by design


• Ensure that measures to integrate biodiversity enhancements into final scheme designs 


are improved, so as to aim to avoid land take of areas of important biodiversity and ensure 


that where possible road widening schemes include appropriate native planting.


• Investigate the use of sustainable drainage systems to limit surface water run-off 


and pollution from roads and other transport infrastructure, such as car parks.


• Ensure that street furniture such as bus stops and cycle parking fit in with local design 


statements and enhances rather than adversely affects the streetscape, especially 


within Conservation Areas.


• Ensure that infrastructure within the countryside especially within AONB, such as paths, 


styles and signs conform to the appropriate design guidance.


• Ensure that where possible any routing or rerouting of traffic avoids the AONB, 


Heritage Coast, designated nature conservation sites conservation areas and other 


sensitive areas such as residential as far as possible.


• Lighting technology installed should limit over-spill to protect the darkness of night-skies.


• Construction impacts should be considered and mitigation such as limiting surface water 


run-off and risk of pollution to watercourses and erosion and noise from engineering works.


• Limit noise pollution through low noise surfacing, noise attenuation measures in new 


schemes in the future.


• Ensure that schemes do not adversely affect natural processes and the nature conservation 


interests that depend on them.


• Ensure that designs take into consideration the implications of climate change and any 


potential sea level rise.
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8 Section E: The five year strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Monitoring the SEA


The SEA process has helped identify a range of indicators for measuring the environmental effects 


of the Plan. The Council recognises the advantages of maintaining and strengthening synergy with 


the LDF “Island Plan” and will seek to ensure that joint monitoring will be carried out as far as is 


practicable. This will help to ensure compatibility between the plans and any additional information 


gained by this method will be used to further inform the process. 


The monitoring is based on the significant negative and positive effects identified through the SEA 


and have been shaped by the consultation process and the development of the LDF Sustainability 


Appraisal Framework. 


The Council is currently in discussion with English Nature and others with regard to establishing an 


Isle of Wight Environmental Records Centre. Reporting to the Biodiversity Action Plan steering group 


and assisted by volunteers, this new resource would be able to coordinate data from a range of 


sources and will provide a single point of contact regarding information on a range of environmental


assets, including areas of biodiversity, geology, protected species, SINCs and other habitat data.  


This resource will be of enormous use when seeking to monitor the delivery of our LTP and LDF and


at present it is proposed that monitoring will be required for all of the LTP SEA Criteria, with the 


exception of noise and vibration, which it is proposed is not a significant issue.  


E.4 Improving by design


The Council recognises the importance of developing smarter working practices


and is working with partners across the authority and elsewhere to develop 


guidance to assist this process.


E.4.1 Highway Design Guide


Currently being developed, this guidance will help engineers, developers, the general public and 


others to achieve the best possible standards when carrying out work on roads, pavements, lighting 


and in the public realm. This guidance is currently in an early draft form and will be subject to further


consultation and revision as part of its development.  


E.4.2 Countryside design guidance


Consideration is also being given to the production of additional guidance, which will use the principles 


of good design and management to help protect and enhance the rural character of our countryside, 


ensure the appropriate management of our transport corridors and protect and enhance its biodiversity.


This work, which is currently in its infancy, will build on the approach established in this Plan, the 


AONB Management Plan and other existing plans and strategies.  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section E: The five year strategy  9


E.4.3 Conservation Area appraisals


The Council’s Conservation and Design Teams are also in the process of developing Conservation 


Area Appraisals and other guidance including Development Briefs and guidance for specific areas 


or sites some of which may have relevance in terms of highway and transport infrastructure – design 


and maintenance. These issues will be discussed as part of our ongoing liaison and discussions with 


colleagues in Planning and elsewhere.


E.5 Hitting our targets


The Council will be looking to deliver its targets during the Plan period and will 


be using our progress reports to monitor our performance against targets.  


The table below indicates our current performance 


and anticipated performance at the end of the 


LTP period. Further details of our targets and 


anticipated performance are included in Section N 


- Performance indicators.    
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10 Section E: The five year strategy - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Key Performance Targets


5.7 million passenger journeys


59% buses on time


56% people satisfied with services


869,000 passenger journeys


99% trains running


97% trains arriving on time


9.4 million passenger journeys


189,000 cycling trips


No Air Quality Management Areas


122 people killed or seriously injured


15 children killed or seriously injured


526 slight casualties


96% pedestrian crossings 


with facilities for disabled


Average 3% per annum traffic growth


6.5 million passenger journeys


76% buses on time


65% people satisfied with services


923,000 passenger journeys


99.5% trains running


97.2% trains arriving on time


10.2 million passenger journeys


244,000 cycling trips


No Air Quality Management Areas


73 people killed or seriously injured


8 children killed or seriously injured


466 slight casualties


100% pedestrian crossings 


with facilities for disabled


Average 2.3% per annum traffic growth


No deterioration from current levels


65% of principal roads, 64% of 


non principal and 63% of unclassified 


roads where structural maintenance 


should be considered


Buses


Trains


Ferries


Cycling


Air Quality


Road casualties


Disabled crossings


Traffic


Road condition


Current annual performance Performance at end of LTP2
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Executive Summary


Introduction


This section gives a brief overview of our Local Transport Plan (LTP). It explains


the way in which the Plan was developed in partnership with transport users,


transport operators, the public and a broad range of groups and organisations.


It explains how the document is built on the solid foundations established through the development


of the Provisional Local Transport Plan (PLTP) and the way in which the document has evolved since


the submission of that Plan in July 2005. 


It gives details of recent improvements to Council direction and focus, how ongoing consultation, plus


the development of the Local Development framework (LDF) “Island Plan“ and the process of the


carrying out the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has helped shape this Plan. 


Background


This Local Transport Plan (LTP) is the second five-year LTP produced for the Isle


of Wight and covers the years 2006-2011. 


The Plan sets out the long-term transport vision and five year strategy for transport on the Island. It


seeks to build on the good performance demonstrated in the first LTP (LTP1) and explains how we will


address our transport priorities by delivering environmentally sound schemes and improvements,


taking account of national, regional and local plans and policies. 


Working in partnership


The Council recognise that we can only deal effectively with our transport problems by working 


in partnership with those people who are involved with travel and transport both from a user and


operators point of view. 


This Plan has therefore been developed using a consultative approach involving a broad range of


consultees including transport users, motorist groups, transport operators, Town and Parish Councils,


environmental experts and the public at large. This process was started with the production of the


Provisional Local Transport Plan (PLTP), the contents of which was based on wide ranging consultation


and the outcomes of a series of internal and external workshops involving a broad range of partners


and consultees. 


Taking account of changes


This LTP has continued this process and is based on the sound footings


achieved through the PLTP and has been further refined to take account


of a number of recent developments, including the results of ongoing


consultation and up to date information received. 


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  1
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2 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


This final Plan is therefore based on what the Government described as the “good solid foundations”


established in the provisional plan and takes account of the following additional factors:


• Improvements to Council delivery and focus through the “Aim High” Agenda.


• Emerging Local Delivery Framework (Island Plan) and the transport input into that plan.


• Improvements made as a result of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 


carried out into this Plan and the Island Plan (LDF).


• Wide ranging consultation carried out following production of the PLTP.


• Development of the Local Area Agreement (LAA).


• Recent revisions to parking charges.


• Introduction of 50p “Student Rider Ticket”.


• Development of our Accessibility Action Plans.


• Revisions to our implementation programme to reflect the reduction in Government funding


for our Integrated transport schemes


(Road safety, public transport, walking and cycling).


• Ongoing work with our Solent Transport Partners.


Improving our performance and delivery


As a key element to driving improvements and regeneration, the Council is


looking to improve its performance and delivery and by reshaping its focus will


make its resources work harder and help the Council to be more effective and


efficient as a result.


This is being achieved by establishing a single set of priorities and issues, which will then be delivered


in a focussed and coordinated way.


Our four key priorities are now:


• Children and young people. 


• Safer and stronger communities.


• Health and older people.


• Economic development.


These now run through our main areas of delivery and are reflected in the following areas:


• “Aim High” the Council’s own Change Management Plan.


• The Council’s own corporate structure.


• The Local Area agreement (LAA).
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  3


Aim High - an Agenda for Change


The Council is looking to improve its delivery and effectiveness through the development and 


implementation of its “Aim High” - Change Management Plan. It is recognised that our local community


expects the Council to be a high performing and cost effective authority and the “Aim High” agenda


establishes the method by which we will improve our local service standards, whilst at the same


time ensuring the best possible value for money.


In order to deliver it’s vision the Council has determined that it will focus its own resources and other


mechanisms to deliver measurable outcomes for its community across the four outward looking


objectives established through the Local Area Agreement. 


In addition to Children and Young People, Safer and Stronger Communities, Health and Older


People and Economic Development, the Council has also identified a fifth, more inward-looking


objective. This is:


• To be a high performing, cost effective Council.


The Council is delivering this agenda by adopting a community leadership approach identified as


best practice by the Audit Commission. The 3 key methods by which we are delivering our effective


Council delivery are therefore:


• Local democratic leadership.


• Leadership through partnership.


• Communities leading themselves / community development.


The delivery of this LTP and the associated improvement of local transport is a fundamentally


important part of the “Aim High” agenda and is integral to that process. The improvement of our


transport infrastructure, our success in delivering our PFI bid and regeneration of the Island and 


its economy are recognised as common threads within “Aim High” and this LTP.  


Further details of “Aim High” and how the Council is looking to improve delivery are included elsewhere


in this document in Section B - “Transport in the wider context.” Details of Aim High can be found


at www.iwight.com


Local Area Agreements


Island Futures, the Local Strategic Partnership is leading the development of the Island’s Local Area


Agreement (LAA) and the Council is playing a pivotal role in this and will act as the accountable body.


The LAA will effectively become a contract between the Island and the Government that identifies our


broad priorities and key goals and agrees targets for nominated indicators, the delivery of which will


ensure achievement of the priorities.
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4 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


As the Local Area Agreement develops it will offer the clear potential for improved allocation of


resources towards the identified priorities but both nationally and locally it is likely that this will be


an evolving process, with many barriers to be overcome.


Our LAA programme is structured around the same 4 key themes, which are now driving our 


“Aim High” agenda. By working in this way, the delivery of the LAA will help coordinate and focus


our local delivery. 


Delivering regeneration


Engineering Services has also undertaken a major organisational review. This has been done to


reflect the needs of our service, help deliver Regeneration, the development of our PFI bid, support


the Local Area Agreement, and ensure integration with the Area Investment Framework (AIF). 


Further consideration is currently being given (February 2006) as to how we can ensure regeneration


can be delivered on the ground. This will no doubt involve the establishment of a “Matrix Management


System” where key skills are brought together to deliver key projects. 


Ensuring effective management


We are now delivering our transport improvements using ISO9001 and


our priority ranking system, which as well as ensuring compatibility


with the shared priorities agreed between the Local Government


Association (LGA) and Government, also ensures that best possible


value for money decisions are taken. Details of the priority ranking


system are included in this Plan in Section K  - “Effective Management”


and a copy of the priority ranking form included in Section M - “Investment Programme.” 


The Council’s Corporate Performance Assessment (CPA) inspection has indicated the authority to


be “fair” with a score of 2 out of 4. The highway function was considered as part of the Environment


Service and we contributed to a score 3 out of 4. It is hoped that the approach taken by this Council


to improving transport, as explained in this LTP, will further demonstrate improvements in this


area. Details of our CPA performance can be found at www.audit-commission.gov.uk


Plan preparation  - process and consultation


The Provisional Local Transport Plan (PLTP) was prepared during the spring of


2005, using consultation and discussions with a broad range of transport operators,


transport users and others. The formulation of this final plan has been further


refined through the continuation of this ongoing consultation/ partnership process.  


Partnership and consultation


This process has involved structured workshop meetings and discussions with a number of groups


and organisations including the Quality Transport Partnership (QTP) which is comprised of the key


stakeholders from the bus, train, ferry, taxi, and freight operators plus representatives from motoring,


business, motorcycle, cycle, bus and environmental groups. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  5


A number of topic-based workshops with partners from health, education, economic development,


planning and environment were also used to consider each element of the shared priority. We have


subsequently extending these discussions to help inform the local picture as part of the accessibility


planning work carried out as part of the development of this final Plan. 


The Council sought to make the PLTP as widely available as possible and over 350 copies of the


Provisional Plan were distributed to a broad range of partners and consultees. Copies were also made


available at libraries and customer information points. It was also posted on the Council’s website


at www.iwight.com/transport (see “access to information”). The comments received as part of this


process have helped shape the final Plan. 


Establishing the vision


Our long-term transport strategy is based on extensive consultation and discussions carried out as


part of the development of a number of existing and emerging Plans and Policies. These are:


• The Aim High agenda.


• The Long Term Transport Vision, which developed as part of the Best Value Review of 


transport on the Island.


• The emerging LDF - “Island Plan”.


The Best Value Review of Transport used to develop the longer term strategy was compiled through


discussions with transport operators, transport users, Town and Parish Council’s business groups,


the Quality Transport Partnership and representatives from Health, Education, Social Services and


the voluntary sector.  


Ensuring synergy


The resulting longer-term transport vision was adopted by the Council and agreed by the Local


Strategic Partnership (LSP). This vision has been used to inform the development of the “Island


Plan” - the emerging Local Development Framework (LDF).


This Plan has been developed in parallel with the “Island Plan”. Although they are being developed


to slightly different timetables, the two plans already share common elements  - such as work on


accessibility planning and as mentioned above, the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) which


is being carried out for the Council by the same consultants.


Delivering our key priorities


This Plan seeks to deliver a number of key priorities agreed between the Government and the Local


Government Association (LGA). The shared priorities for transport include improving accessibility,


reducing congestion, pollution and improving road safety and air quality. 


The Council has taken the opportunity to broaden these topics to include important local issues of


“economic prosperity and regeneration”, which is a key theme in our “Aim High” agenda and is a


fundamentally important issue if the Island is to prosper over the next 20 years. 
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6 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


We have also added “effective management,” which explains our progress towards the submission


of our PFI bid and will help ensure the necessary transport improvements are carried out efficiently


and effectively and represent best possible value for money. 


The Island’s environment is one of our most important and valued assets and is considered in this


Plan alongside improving air quality.


Transport and the Environment


The Council recognises the importance of the natural and built and environment, both in terms of


the global significance and the need to protect and enhance sites, buildings and areas, but also in


terms of the importance with regard to “quality of life factors” and the enjoyment of those who live


on or visit the Island.


It is recognised that transport, both provision of infrastructure and operation can impact on the


environment and the Council has commissioned consultants to produce a Strategic Environmental


Assessment (SEA) to assess what impact the LTP will have and put in place a monitoring regime to


assist continued compliance. We have deliberately chosen to employ the same company who are


carrying out the SEA for the LDF. This will help ensure that the environment and any potential impact


is considered at every stage of the transport planning process. It also ensures the compatibility


between these two key strategic Plans. 


The development of the SEA has allowed us the opportunity to review the way in which we consider


how transport impacts on the environment and Section E and Section I - “Air Quality and the


Environment” have both been extensively revised since the production of the Provisional Plan so as


to take account of the comments received. This section has been revised taking into consideration


the valuable and welcome input from colleagues in AONB, Countryside - including the Ecology Officer,


LA21 Officer, English Nature and others. 


Working with our Cross Solent Partners


The Island is reliant upon maintaining and improving our links to and through Hampshire and the


Solent Ports. The Council recognises the importance of working with our Solent Transport Partners


and we have been pleased to be part of the Solent Transport - Joint Officer Working Group that has


helped prepare the Solent Transport Sub Regional Strategy.


Regular officer group meetings have taken place with the neighbouring authorities from the Solent


Transport Group, which includes Hampshire, Southampton and Portsmouth City Councils. These


meetings, plus additional workshops with Hampshire Economic Partnership and Portsmouth City


Council have helped share best practice and inform the wider picture. The importance of the Solent


Transport Area and links to that area are discussed in Section B - “Transport in the Wider Context”.


A copy of the Solent Transport Sub Regional Strategy is included as an Annex to this Plan. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  7


Building on our success


The Council is looking to build on the success achieved during the period of the


first LTP. We are pleased to report success in achieving the bulk of our LTP targets,


all of which have achieved a challenging “stretch” in our delivery. 


The Council recognises the importance of building on success and where possible is happy to share


best practice in those areas where we have some expertise. 


National Transport Award


The Council has chosen to try to achieve the challenging national cycling target


(which has since been abandoned) - three years earlier than required. The numbers


cycling are improving locally. We have achieved two out of our three targets and


having achieved 70% of the third are on course to achieve reward funding. Our


good work was recognised by the English Regional Cycling Development Team


(ERCDT) and we received an award as the “Most improved highway authority in


the South East for cycling, 2004.” 


Our continued improvement in this area been recognised by the Robert Gordon University: The


Centre for Transport Policy and the Council received the Local Authority National Cycling Award,


which was presented at the National Transport Awards in London in June 2005. 


The Council is hoping to achieve a National Transport Award again in 2006, this time for its innovative


partnership approach to delivering School Travel Plans. 


Coastal management


The size, location, geology and topography of the Island make it particularly vulnerable to the impact


of changing climatic conditions. Several key sections of the Island’s coastal roads have been badly


affected by erosion and landslip over a number of years and the experience gained from dealing


with these issues has helped make us a highly regarded centre for ground stability and coastal


management issues. 


We have been pleased to share our knowledge and experience in these areas and in May 2002 hosted


an international conference entitled “Instability Planning and Management”, attended by over 180


delegates from over 30 countries. 


The importance of coastal management has been further highlighted through the development of


the SEA of this plan. We will as a result, be working with English Nature and others to see how we


can address the issues of coastal management - coastal erosion and climate change, in terms of


the impact with relation to transport infrastructure and accessibility. We will be commissioning a


study to help better understand the issues and how we can manage the longer-term implications, in


particular the implications of the Marine Bill and will be also be hosting an International Conference


on Climate Change and Landscapes in May 2007.
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8 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Rights of Way Improvement Plan


The Council was the first and to date remains the only local authority to achieve the National Target


for Rights of Way, which requires that all of our 827 kilometres of rights of way network is “legally


defined, properly maintained and well publicised.” This Plan recognises the importance of maintaining


and improving our ROW network for transport as well as recreational and tourist use. 


The Provisional Plan included a copy of our Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan. The Draft Plan


was very well received by consultants acting on behalf of DEFRA and has been revised further to take


account the points made by them and others including the Ramblers Association. A copy of the final


Rights of Way Improvement Plan is included as an Annex to this Plan.


Transport and the bigger picture


Transport is one of the most important parts of our everyday lives. Everything we


do relies on transport. It allows people to move around, get to school, get to work,


go shopping, participate in sport and leisure, yet it is often the thing we think of


last. The journeys that we make and how things get to us - such as deliveries,


and the impact of these journeys on the local and global environment are often


never considered at all.


This Plan seeks to place transport in the wider picture and shows the links between transport and


other quality of life issues. The Plan takes account of national and regional policies and strategies


and recognises our unique Island situation, in terms of population, economy, employment, health and


education. It acknowledges the importance of maintaining good cross Solent links and the role of


the “Solent highway,” in terms of accessing the Island for tourism and getting to the mainland for


specialist health care, education and training. 


It is a Plan for the Island with locally set targets, which will be monitored in Progress Reports.


A better deal for all travellers


The Plan seeks to increase travel choice for all sections of the community, including those with


particular transport needs and mobility issues. The Plan recognises the importance of travel by 


car, particularly for those in rural areas where alternatives may not be easily available or viable. 


We are working with our Quality Transport Partners to help create an integrated and sustainable


transport network, where journeys are simple, convenient and integrated and the mode of travel


can fit the journey. 


The Council has sought to improve on the National free bus travel for those age over 60s scheme


and has by working in partnership with local operators extended this to include support for both


local bus and rail services and is able to offer it without any time limitations. 


We have also improved access to public transport for the younger age group. Travel by rail and bus


is now free for those up to 5 years old and scholars in full time education, age 5 to 19 are now able


to make single journeys on the Island by bus or train for just 0.50p. In addition the Council is also


looking to introduce next year (2007) a £1.00 flat a fare for Island residents. This will, by adding to
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  9


the other discounts currently available, mean that all Island residents will be able to take advantage


of discounted travel on public transport, both bus and rail, for journeys on the Island.


Island Issues


The Isle of Wight is predominantly rural


in nature, with the main town at its centre


and a number of smaller peripheral


towns on the coast. There are some clear


distinctions between us and many other


areas. That we have a dispersed population


means that we experience problems of a


similar nature to other rural areas, the fact


that we live on an Island with a limited


and crumbling road network sets us apart


and gives us a particular set of challenges


and opportunities. 


The Island shares many characteristics with the wider South East Region, such as a growing population,


strong economic growth performance and a reliance on the public sector. The Island is however


unique and beneath the headline statistics are a number of particular characteristics that set the


Island apart from the remainder of the Region. These are:


• A large retired population.


• Retailing and the public sector - in particular health dominate the service sector activity 


on the Island. This is more so than the rest of the South East.


• Prosperity - based on measures such as wages, productivity, educational attainment, 


economic activity as measured by Gross Value Added (GVA) per head and unemployment is 


below the regional average.


Population


Over the last decade the Island has experienced strong population growth. The average annual 


population growth of 0.8% exceeded that of the South East and was more than twice as fast as that


recorded for the UK as a whole. 


The Island also witnessed a rapid growth in working age population over this period, which has


resulted in this share of the total population rising from 55% in 1994 to 57% in 2004. The Island


remains a popular place to retire, and the demographic profile of the Island remains heavily 


skewed towards the older age groups. 


The population of the Island is predominately based in settlements around the coast, with Newport


the capital town located at the centre of the Island. The shape of the Island, location of towns and


resulting road layout means that most roads radiate out from Newport, similar to the spokes on a


wheel. Problems associated with our limited road network are discussed in Section C - “Transport


issues and opportunities” 
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10 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Plan therefore must take account of the Island’s particular demographic make up, the problems


and opportunities posed by being an Island, higher levels of unemployment and the particular needs


placed on our transport infrastructure by tourists, primarily during the summer months.


Economy and regeneration


Recent data suggests that the island’s economy 


is starting to perform well compared to that of the


South East. The continuing growth in population


and ongoing interest in retail construction has 


had a positive impact at the local level and sectors


such as construction; business services and retail


development have provided a significant boost to


the Island’s economy. 


Employment growth over the last five years has increased. The non-manufacturing sector provided


the bulk of job creation with construction, business services and retailing performing particularly


well. Recent growth patterns have witnessed a shift in the Island’s industrial composition. Business


services and retailing have increased the share of the economy while hotels and catering now


accounts for a smaller proportion of the local economy than it did in the 1990s. 


Despite the shift in industrial composition it is recognised that tourism continues to provide the Island’s


economy with a much-needed boost during the summer period. This brings with it a particular set


of transport related problems and the influx of visitors particularly in the summer months, brings


with it particular pressures on our transport infrastructure with implications in terms of congestion


and pollution. 


The location of new employment uses and operation of the Island almost as a single retail unit, has


helped increase job opportunities and expand retail choice, but at the same time created an increase


in the number of journeys required to take advantages of these new opportunities. Section G - gives


details of how transport is an integral part of our “economic prosperity and regeneration” and Section


M “Investment Programme” sets out how improving local transport is a key part of delivering the Island


Plan and our Area Investment Framework (AIF).


Improving accessibility


Access to services and facilities is an important factor


on the Island. The Census indicates that the older


“retirement” age groups are more concentrated in


the towns nearer the coast and in rural areas, whilst


the younger age groups tend to live in the urban areas.


Access to transport is an important issue for those


who live in the more rural parts of the Island and


some 26% of households do not own a car and nearly 


60% of people within car-owning households do not have access to that car during the working day.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  11


The recent Census shows that there is a slightly higher incidence of people walking and cycling to


work than occurs nationally - cycle 3.0% (IW) 2.8% national and on foot 16.7% (IW) compared to 10.0%.


Yet at the same time local surveys show that at peak time nearly 80% of cars entering Newport are


single car occupancy vehicles whilst the 2001 Census indicates that nearly 60% of journeys on the


Island are less than 3km (2miles) in length.


Compared to other similar rural areas the Island has a very good bus service, which helps get children


to school and is popular with tourists, but public consultation would tend to show that travel by bus


can be expensive to use, especially for single or occasional journeys. This is all changing. Organisational,


routing and timetable proposals recently introduced by the local bus operator will help establish the


framework to compete with the car. Our free fare for those aged over 60 and 50p student ticket will


help complete the picture.


We will be using this Plan and work with our partners to help improve accessibility through a planned


and structured approach. This is set out in our Accessibility Strategy and detailed in our Action Plan


included in Section F of this Plan. 


Improving transport choice and availability


The Island has a limited transport infrastructure with often narrow roads and historic urban street


patterns. The shape of the Island and location of towns and villages means that all roads lead to


Newport. The width and route of our roads means that we have very few options in terms of improving


traffic priority or providing route segregation. 


Local traffic congestion is perceived by many as a growing problem, particularly at peak commuting


times, during school holidays and the holiday season when the influx of tourists means that the Island’s


population almost doubles. Traffic hold ups can be exacerbated when roads have to be closed for


essential maintenance and repair and traffic diverted on to other, often already heavily used, minor


roads. Problems also regularly occur during inclement weather when the attraction of our beaches


and countryside is reduced and visitors and Islanders turn to shopping and other pursuits for recreation.


Further details of how we intend to deal with these issues are included in Section J of this plan -


“Tackling Congestion”. 


This Plan recognises that we have to make the best of what we have and by targeting work and


improving our management techniques, seek to achieve the possible best value for money options.


Working with transport operators and others can help improve transport choice and availability and


the Plan seeks to improve access and reduce congestion, improve road safety and air quality through


improved coordination, traffic management, as well as longer term planning, publicity and training. 


We are looking to improve access in a number of key areas and have by using “Accession” and


structured workshops and discussions further defined our accessibility strategy and established a


clearly defined “Accessibility Action Plan” for delivery in the first year. Our five year strategy sets out


how we will be improving accessibility through our phased programme of improvements.
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12 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Conserving and enhancing the environment


The quality of our built and natural surroundings can have a positive influence on our quality of life.


A number of the Island’s settlements can trace their origins back to their roman and medieval origins


and the Island can boast a richly diverse countryside, half of which is designated as an Area of


Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Island exhibits a great diversity of geology for such a small


area and is as a result considered to be of outstanding geological significance. The Island boasts 15


sites of “Special Scientific Interest” which have nationally important geological and or geomorphological


features. Some of the Island’s exposed rocks are over 120 million years old and as a result the


Island is one of the richest sources of fossil and dinosaur bones in Europe. The Council is currently


considering making an application for European Union (EU) “geopark” status. 


It is recognised that transport can have an impact on the environment on a range of levels and it is


important to ensure that this impact is reduced as far as possible. We know from consultation carried


out as part of the preparation of this plan and other documents that protecting our local environment


is very important for those who live here and visit the Island. The Plan has been developed to take


account of the broadest range of environmental issues and the contents of this Plan, its strategic


approach, planned schemes and outline bids have been tested against a Strategic Environmental


Assessment (SEA). Details of which are included in Section D, Section I and as an Annex to this Plan.


Although the levels of pollutants identified on the Island are not sufficiently high to require the


establishment of any Air Quality Management Areas, the Plan seeks to retain this balance and includes


measures which will help maintain the current air quality levels and monitor air quality. These include,


reducing the need to travel, making the best use of our existing transport network, increasing travel


choice, reducing the cost of travel by public transport, improved transport coordination and traffic


management so as to help maintain the free flow of traffic and reducing congestion. Details of how


we are looking to improve local air quality and conserve and enhance the environment are included


in Section I of this Plan.


Developing smarter choices


The way in which we work, how often we must travel and by what means we make those journeys


can all have a major influence on our quality of life. 


This Plan recognises the importance of supporting smarter choices through a range of mechanisms


including workplace and school travel plans. Reducing the need to travel and improving transport


choice can help encourage travel by sustainable means and forge the essential links between transport


and a range of other issues, such as health, safety, education, sport and recreation. 


The Council has been keen to develop and foster strong partnership working with national and local


groups and organisations including SUSTRANS, Cycling Touring Club (CTC) and CycleWight. Details


of this work, opportunities and progress in this area is included in our Smarter Choices strategy which


is included as an Annex to this document. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  13


Improving travel choice 


Our implementation plan has been framed to help make the best of our existing transport network,


whilst at the same time improving travel choice by making travel by public transport on foot and


cycle, easier, safer and more convenient. The Island boasts an extensive rights of way network and


our Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) recognises the importance of using this network for


transport purposes - not just for recreation and leisure. The final ROWIP has been developed to take


account of the comments received and a copy of this document is included as an annex to this Plan. 


The Council has adopted a coordinated approach to the development of school travel plans, safe


routes to school initiatives, cycle training and promotion. The result is that we have actually seen


the numbers cycling to work and school increase, contrary to national trends. We have extended this


approach and by working with schools and the healthy schools initiative, are supporting measures,


which are now leading to cycling introduced into the school curriculum as part of physical education. 


This Plan seeks to develop this work further over the plan period and our first accessibility Action


Plan seeks to improve accessibility, safety and ensure modal shift by working with a range of partners


to in the Carisbrooke Area. Details of this scheme are included in Section F of this Plan.  


Effective Management


The Council recognise the importance of making the best use of the available


transport facilities and network. The establishment of a Transport Manager 


and the resulting improved coordination of street works and road closures and


diversions is helping to keep traffic flowing, maintain accessibility and reduce


congestion and potential for pollution.


Improving the condition of our highway infrastructure


The Council recognises the importance of maintaining the condition of our local highways, particularly


when considering their importance in terms of maintaining accessibility for road users, buses, carrying


freight, cycling and walking. 


We will employ engineering solutions including necessary improvements to the highway, variable 


message signing and real time information, where these measures will increase transport choice


and accessibility for all road users and improve the


opportunities to walk, cycle and improve travel by


public transport. However the situation has now reached


a level where without engineering intervention some


of our most important roads may deteriorate to such


levels where they may need to be closed for safety


reasons, with a “knock on” effect on the remaining


network and resulting impact on accessibility, congestion,


the economy of the Island, road safety, health, air 


pollution and impact on the environment.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 1  19/10/06  13:15  Page 13







E
xe


c
u


ti
ve


 S
u


m
m


a
ry


14 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Supporting Regeneration


It is recognised that the Island’s 826km (513 miles) of roads are some of the worst in the country


and many have a residual life of less than 10 years. Public consultation carried out as part of the


development of the Community Plan, Local Agenda 21 strategy, first LTP (LTP1) and the most recent


Best Value inspection of the Highways service, highlighted the concerns regarding the poor condition


of our local roads. 


Whilst recent work has helped improve the ride quality of some of our strategic routes which link


the main towns, the condition of our roads is now adversely affecting community safety, access to


services and confidence to invest in the future.


Investment through a PFI


A detailed analysis and studies carried out over the last two and a half years conforms that Highways


Maintenance Private Finance Initiative (PFI) is the only solution that can address a problem of this


scale and this has been validated by an independent gateway review carried out by the 4P’s. The


development of our Transport Asset Management Plan (TAMP) will help inform this process. 


Constructive discussions have already taken place with Government Office for the South East (GOSE)


and Department for the Transport (DfT) and details of our progress on this issue and how, if successful


a PFI bid would impact on our delivery programme are considered in both the Section M - “Investment


Programme” and Section K - “Effective Management”.


Targets and monitoring


Targets


This Plan has been developed through extensive consultation, discussions and structured workshop


meetings with both our Island and Solent partners. Our targets have been developed as a result of


this process and as required relate to “outcomes” - real and measurable improvements in the quality


of life and quality of transport services, rather than “inputs” or “outputs” which are the methods,


policies or number of schemes through which those improvements are delivered. 


The Council has chosen to adopt a set of challenging but realistic targets on which our local 


performance can be measured. Whilst each of our targets builds on the achievements and experience


established through LTP1, we have struggled to establish a set of realistically achievable maintenance


targets that can fit with the Governments requirements to achieve “no overall deterioration”, yet at


the same time fully recognise the very poor condition of our roads and the pressing requirement to


secure the millions of pounds required through our PFI bid to tackle the problem. Caught as it were


“between a rock and a hard place” the Council has had to include a set of realistic and honest targets


for this area. Our maintenance targets therefore reflect the problems associated with our deteriorating


highway infrastructure and the impact that a successful PFI bid would have. Our targets are included


in Section N - “Performance Indicators”. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  15


Delivering the shared priorities


The Government and Local Government Association (LGA) agreed in July 2002 a set of “shared 


priorities” for delivering better outcomes, including increasing accessibility, reducing congestion


and pollution, improving health and livability issues and the content of the plan, its targets and


implementation programme reflects these priorities.


The targets included take into consideration a number of factors including the unique transport 


circumstances of the Island, our past performance, financial constraints and ability to deliver or


influence delivery. The Council works closely with colleagues in neighbouring authorities represented


in Solent Transport - Hampshire County Council, Southampton and Portsmouth City Councils and


the South East Counties Service Improvement Group (SECSIG), which includes Buckinghamshire,


Kent, Surrey and West and East Sussex. We have also welcomed an approach from Blackpool to


become a member of a benchmarking group. These discussions have allowed us to compare and


contrast our targets with a range of authorities and we consider the targets contained in this Plan


are both realistic and stretching.


Delivery and implementation


The Plan demonstrates how we will achieve our targets and objectives and 


how these will contribute to the wider vision and policies for improvement 


and development. 


Adopting a priority ranking system


The delivery and investment sections (Sections L and M) identify and prioritise the schemes for delivery


during the five-year period. These have been chosen using our prioritised ranking system, a copy of


which is included later in the document and takes into consideration how those schemes will be


delivered and whether they represent the best value for money solutions. 


Transport and regeneration


Our investment programme has been developed to take into consideration the ongoing economic


regeneration of the Island. It takes full account of the emerging Island Plan and Area Investment


Framework (AIF) priority areas identified by the Economic Partnership and Local Strategic


Partnership (LSP).


The Island Plan establishes the planned phasing of development and Sections D and L explain how


this fits with our LTP programme.
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16 Executive Summary - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Cuts in Government funding


Our implementation programme is based upon the latest “planning guideline” (the potential level of


government funding available) and we have tailored our delivery programme to fit these funding limits. 


As a comparatively small Unitary Authority, the Council was enormously disappointed to note the


result of the Government’s revised method of calculating the amount of money this authority would


have available to spend on integrated transport schemes. These schemes, which include methods


to improve road safety, traffic calming, safe routes to schools, cycling, walking and public transport


initiatives are an important part of our delivery programme and there can be no doubt that these


changes, which over a five year period amount to an almost 50% cut in spending in this area, will


have a detrimental impact on this Council ability improve local transport and hit our desired targets. 


Our implementation programme has therefore been revised to take account of the reduction in 


government funding available and have re-evaluated our delivery in line with these cuts and re-assessed


the SEA to take account of any necessary revisions to schemes. The graph below illustrates the money


we now have available for integrated transport and maintenance allocations compared to previous


planning guideline.


Integrated transport and maintenance
planning guideline


£1,500,000


£2,000,000


£2,500,000


£3,000,000


£3,500,000


2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11


Integrated
Transport


Maintenance
(indicative) *


Previous
Integrated
Transport


* Excludes money from possible Highway PFI
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Executive Summary  17


Monitoring and evaluation


The Council recognises that our performance will be monitored every year and


we will produce Progress Reports as required clearly setting out our targets


and trajectories relating to transport. These include both mandatory targets as


required by Government and a set of local targets, which we feel are appropriate,


realistic and stretching for the Island. Details of our investment programme and


performance indicators are included in Sections M and N of this Plan.


We have included in Section O of this Plan an LTP assessment form based on Annex C of the LTP


guidance issued by DfT. This “checklist” sets out the criteria by which the Plan will be marked by


DfT, whether we have covered the issue in question and a reference to where in the Plan the topic 


is included.


Reviewing and maintaining this plan


Section 109 of the Transport Act 2000 places a duty on local authorities to keep


their LTPs under review and alter it if they consider it appropriate to do so. The


Council welcomes this flexibility and has deliberately chosen to produce this plan,


in a way that by using sections and page numbering, it will allow us if necessary to


revise and update sections and take account of any relevant and significant changes,


such as the development and finalisation of the emerging LDF “Island Plan”. 


Consultation and information


The Council will discuss any potential changes with the DfT, GOSE our external partners, wider


public, groups and organisations and will consult as necessary as part of this process. The Council


will make the best possible use of the Council’s web site www.iwight.com and other information 


and consultation processes, so as to make these changes easily accessible and widely available 


as possible.
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F. Increasing Accessibility


Objective
O1 To increase accessibility for all


Key Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T1 To achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys.


T2 To achieve 76.3% bus punctuality.


T3 To increase bus satisfaction to 65%.


T4 To achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys.


T5 To maintain train punctuality at 97.2% or better.


T6 To maintain train reliability at 99.5% or better.


T7 To achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys.


T8 To triple the number of cycling trips.


T9 To achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled.


T10 To increase by 5% the number of households able to access Newport 


within 30 minutes by walking, cycling or public transport.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T14 To increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training.


T16 Modal share of journeys to school – target to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T17 To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


F.1 Accessibility strategy


F.1.1 Introduction


The ability to access employment, education, health services, shopping, leisure and other opportunities 


can significantly impact on people’s quality of life and life chances. Transport has a significant part 


to play in accessibility - by ensuring that people can access key destinations with ease and at times 


that are convenient. However transport is not the only solution.  By locating services locally, the 


Council and other service providers can help reduce the need to travel and actively promote sustainable


and prosperous communities


The concept of accessibility planning was first introduced in the Government’s Social Exclusion report


“Making the Connections” (2003) which identified the relationship between transport, accessibility 


and social exclusion. The report also highlighted the diverse number of reasons why individuals or 


groups may feel social excluded ranging from race, gender, age, disability, income to geographic 


location and car ownership. It is therefore essential that these issues are adequately considered 


when addressing accessibility.
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2 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.1.2 Issues


The Isle of Wight is predominantly rural in nature with 2 small urban areas (Newport and Ryde) and 


6 town settlements. The 2001 Census indicated that 70% of the Island’s population currently live in 


urban/town areas whilst approximately 40,000 people live in villages and rural areas. (Further details 


of the Island’s population and location of settlements is included Section C - “Transport Issues and 


Opportunities” and on the Council’s website www.iwight.com).


As in many other rural counties, the availability and access to services varies dramatically between 


urban and rural areas, with most key services available in urban areas and few in small hamlets.  


The lack of locally available services increases the


importance and reliance on good transport links.


The Island has a limited rail network and therefore,


for many, buses are the only feasible form of 


public transport.


Buses are perceived by the public to be expensive 


and, with only one major bus operator, competition


limited. The Island has a good network of cycle 


ways and footpaths however these are only viable 


for shorter journeys.


Although the Isle of Wight has a good range of services, some larger, more specific services are not  


available locally (eg higher education, specialist healthcare). To access these services, Island residents


are required to travel to mainland destinations and therefore cross Solent ferries have an important 


role to play in accessibility.


F.2 High level accessibility vision and objectives


Due to both the rural nature of the Island, limited road network and the issue of 


severance by sea, accessibility is a key issue for both Island residents and visitors.


To reflect this importance, increasing accessibility is considered the highest 


priority of the LTP.


The LTP seeks to identify areas of poor accessibility and address these issues by delivering innovative


and cost effective solutions. These solutions may not necessarily be directly transport related and/or


in the Council’s control and therefore the Council will need to work closely with other partners and 


stakeholders to deliver appropriate solutions.  


As part of the development of the plan, the Council has held a number of accessibility workshops, 


inviting over 80 local and national organisations to participate. These workshops have identified a 


number of key issues along with possible solutions, barriers and potential partners and resources.  


A number of the issues have been considered further and will be developed into Local Accessibility 


Action Plans (see Section O - “Additional Information” for workshop notes and invitees).
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section F: Increasing accessibility  3


F.2.1 Links to wider vision and objectives


Accessibility is a key local issue and will play an integral part in the delivery of the Island’s wider 


vision and objectives. The Community Plan is based around 4 key themes - Safer Island, Healthy 


Island, Thriving Island and Skilled and Educated Island (see Section B - “Transport and the Wider 


Context” for more information). Good accessibility is crucial to the success of each of these themes.


The Island’s Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) has also been restructured to reflect the 4 themes 


with the former “Accessible Island” group now part of “Thriving Island”. This reflects the importance


accessibility has to play in delivering economic prosperity and regeneration. In addition the group 


has elected the current Quality Transport Partnership chairman as its new Theme Champion and 


representative on the LSP Executive. 


The Island’s Local Area Agreement (LAA) works with the Community Strategy to deliver a number 


of key priorities and targets which include accessibility based indicators consistent with those 


contained in the LTP.


The Council are currently compiling their Local Development Framework (LDF) which will focus 


development on sites which benefit from good accessibility and reduce the need to travel (see 


Sections B - “Transport in the Wider Context” and Section D - “Long Term Strategy” for more 


details). Transport Planners are working closely with planning colleagues to ensure that accessibility 


is a key consideration during the identification of future land allocations. This work includes sharing


data collected during the LTP process and “accession” computer analysis.


F.2.2 Implications of wider transport strategies and LTP policies


To support these wider plans, the LTP contains a number of policies and schemes which directly 


and indirectly seek to increase accessibility including: 


• Public transport improvements and promotion.


• Improved cycling and walking links.


• Travel planning.


• Parking policy and restraint.


• Traffic management improvements.


• Rights of Way Improvement Plan.


• Footway and carriageway maintenance schemes.


• Major bids.


• Highways PFI.


F.2.3 Understanding accessibility


When assessing accessibility it is essential to have a good understanding of where people live and 


where they want to go. Other additional information such as trip purpose, arrival/departure times 


and possible barriers can also be important. Until recently it has been extremely difficult to make 


these assessments, however recent advancements in technology, mapping techniques and data 


availability have assisted in this area. 
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4 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


“Accession” computer software


The DfT have commissioned transport consultants MVA to develop accessibility computer software 


and a copy has been given to every local transport authority in England. This ‘Accession’ software 


can be used to digitally map destinations and assess accessibility in terms of journey time, distance 


and cost by various transport modes. Population characteristics such as age, employment and 


household amenities can also be included to add value to assessments.


Although the DfT recommends the use of Accession this tool is not mandatory. However, having 


assessed the benefits of the software, the Council believe that Accession will greatly assist in 


accessibility planning and provide meaningful data on which to consider strategies, policies and 


action plans. However, the Council recognise that Accession is a useful tool but that data outputs 


need to be augmented by local knowledge, experience and additional analysis.  


F.2.4 Use of accessibility analysis


The Council are intending to use accessibility analysis to inform and guide wider transport strategies 


and policies including:


• Working with partners in reviewing the location of existing services and facilities 


eg. healthcare, education.


• Identifying suitable locations for new development.


• Securing and directing appropriate Section 106 financial planning contributions 


towards infrastructure.


• Appraisal of transport and other schemes – ensuring schemes address appropriate 


priorities and deliver value for money.


• Identifying areas where more bus services may be commercially viable.


• Highlighting areas where bus services could be improved eg. timetabling and frequency.


• Routes for future tendered bus services - comparing proposed services to where 


people live, demographic structure, access to a car, journey times and destinations.


• Identifying locations which would be best served by taxis, private hire vehicles, 


community transport and demand responsive services.


• Making best use of resources.


F.3 Strategic level assessment


The Government’s “Making the Connections” report highlighted the 


importance of accessibility and, in particular, linked the ability to access 


places of work, learning, healthcare and shopping with quality of life and 


life chances.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section F : Increasing accessibility  5


As a result the Government have identified a number of core accessibility indicators:


• % of a) pupils of compulsory school age; b) compulsory school age in receipt of free school 


meals within 15 and 30 minutes of a primary school and 20 and 40 minutes of a secondary 


(middle or high) school by public transport.


• % of 16-19 year olds within 30 and 60 minutes of a further education establishment 


by public transport.


• % of a) people of working age; b) people in receipt of Jobseekers allowance within 


20 and 40 minutes of work by public transport.


• % of a) households; b) households without access to a car within 30 and 60 minutes 


of a hospital by public transport.


• % of a) households; b) households without access to a car within 15 and 30 minutes 


of a GP by public transport.


• % of a) households; b) households without access to a car within 15 and 30 minutes 


of a major centre by public transport.


In 2005, the DfT employed MVA to produce Local Authority level data for each of these areas. In 


addition the Council have used the “Accession” software to map access to each of the key service areas 


and have compared the Island’s accessibility results with those of other Local Transport Authorities.  


Technical Guidance


Maps and calculations are produced in accordance with the latest DfT/MVA criteria ie modelled for: 


• Tuesday morning between 7.00 and 9.00am.


• Public transport and walking for primary schools, GPs and hospitals.


• Public transport, walking and cycling for secondary schools, FE colleges, 


employment and shopping.


• Walk and cycle speeds set at 4.8km/h and 16km/h respectively.


• Straight line walk factor of 1.4.


• Connection and interchange distances of 2km and 0.5km respectively.


F.3.1 Access to education


The Island currently has a three tier education system comprising of 48 primary schools, 16 middle 


schools and 5 high schools (all with 6th form colleges). In addition the Island has one Further 


Education College. The following maps and tables show access to educational establishments.
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Access to Secondary Schools % of 10-15 year olds Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 20 minutes 95.8 19


Within 40 minutes 99.6 = 49
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6 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Access to Primary Schools by public transport and walking


Calculations show that the Isle of Wight has good access to primary schools with over 97% of 5-9 


year olds able to access a primary school within 15 minutes by walking or public transport. The map


shows several areas of “poor” accessibility (ie 40 minutes or more) however these are locations with


few or no households. Comparisons with other Local Transport Authorities (LTAs) show that 51 of 


the 116 LTAs have better accessibility, however these are predominantly urban authorities where 


residents would expect to benefit from better access.


Access to Secondary Schools by public transport, walking and cycling


Source: Accession


Access to Primary Schools % of 5-9 year olds Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 15 minutes 97.3 = 52


Within 30 minutes 99.5 = 70
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Access to FE Colleges % of 16-19 year olds Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 30 minutes 81.3 83


Within 60 minutes 99.6 = 55
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The Isle of Wight currently operates a 3 tier education system and, after advice from GOSE and DfT, 


middle schools have been included within the secondary school classification.


Similarly to primary schools, access to secondary education is considered good with nearly 96% of 


10-15 year olds able to access a secondary school within 20 minutes.  Comparisons with other LTAs 


indicates that accessibility is especially good within the 20 minutes band, where the Isle of Wight 


ranks 19th out of 16.


Access to FE Colleges by public transport, walking and cycling


The Isle of Wight only has one FE College, the Isle of Wight College, located in Newport (although all


Island high schools offer 6th form facilities for 16-19 year olds).


Calculations show that 81% of 16-19 year olds could reach the Isle of Wight college within 30 minutes


using public transport, walking and cycling, and 99.6% within 60 minutes.  Comparisons with other 


LTAs show rankings of 83 and 55 respectively.
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Source: Accession


Access to Employment % of Residents of Working Age Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 20 minutes 95.7 44


Within 40 minutes 99.8 = 51
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8 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.3.2 Access to employment


Access to key employment locations by public transport, walking and cycling


The Council have mapped access to key employment sites in accordance with the data provided by 


the DfT which has shown that 96% of Island residents of working age could access one of the key 


sites within 20 minutes by public transport, walking and cycling.


F.3.3 Access to health


Access to hospitals by public transport and walking
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Access to GP Surgeries % of Households Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 15 minutes 87.0 = 49


Within 30 minutes 98.8 = 53
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The Island has only one hospital, St Mary’s, which is located 


in Newport.


Access to St Mary’s Hospital was calculated at 32.5% of 


households within 30 minutes and 93.1% within 1 hour.


Comparisons to other Local Transport Authorities 


saw accessibility to St Mary’s ranked as 74th and 59th respectively.


Access to GP surgeries by public transport and walking


There are currently 22 GP surgeries across the Island, located in towns and larger villages.  


Calculations show good accessibility to surgeries with 87% of households within 15 minutes 


walk/public transport and 98.8% within 30 minutes.


Access to Hospitals % of Households Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 30 minutes 32.5 = 74


Within 60 minutes 93.1 59
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Source: Accession


Access to Major Foodshops % of Households Ranking (Out of 116)


Within 30 minutes 87.8 30


Within 60 minutes 98.7 = 49
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F.3.4 Access to shopping


Access to major foodshops by public transport, walking and cycling


The Council have used the DfT data on locations of major foodshops. Accessibility calculations show


good access to foodshops with 87.8% of households within 30 minutes and 98.7% within 60 minutes.


Comparisons with other LTAs demonstrate the good accessibility benefited by Island households 


with the Island ranked at 30th and 49th respectively.


F.3.5 Conclusions


The key results are summarised in the table below.


Destination
Demographic 


data


DfT travel time calculation 
% within specified minutes


Education


Primary Schools % 5-9 year olds PT, W 97.3 - 99.5 - -


Secondary Schools % 10-15 year olds PT, W, C - 95.8 - 99.6 -


FE Colleges % 16-19 year olds PT, W, C - - 81.3 - 99.6


Employment


Key Employment % Residents of 


Locations working age PT, W, C - 95.7 - 99.8 -


Health


Hospitals % All Households PT, W - - 32.5 - 93.1


GP Surgeries % All Households PT, W 87.0 - 98.8 - -


Shopping


Major Food Shops % All Households PT, W, C 87.8 - 98.7 - -


PT - Public Transport   W - Walking   C - Cycling       Source : Department for Transport / Isle of Wight Council


Travel 
mode


15 20 30 40 60
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These results indicate that the majority of Island residents benefit from relatively good access to key


services. However this analysis only considers geographic map access and does not consider other 


barriers which may exist including:


• Cost and affordability of transport.


• Reliability.


• Timing of public transport services.


• Travel information.


• Safety and security.


• Service and facility opening times.


• Physical access.


• Mobility issues.


In order to identify these barriers the Council organised a series of accessibility workshops, inviting 


over 80 local and national organisations to participate. During the workshops, participants were 


given the opportunity to see an Accession demonstration and to discuss outputs, other barriers, 


solutions, potential partners, resources, timescales and priorities. (Notes from meetings and invitees


are included in the Section O - “Additional Information”).


F.4 Local Accessibility Action Plans (LAAPS)


These workshops identified a number of possible Local 


Accessibility Action Plans (LAAPs) and the Council have worked 


with partners to identify 6 potential LAAPs:


Potential plans Why prioritised


Access to Newport (general) All core services are located in close proximity to Newport town 


centre. This issue is considered a high priority as it potentially 


affects all Island residents and visitors (see paragraph F.5 for 


details). Newport is also a key priority of other wider vision and 


objectives and the subject of an LTP2 major bid (see Section M 


- “Investment Programme” for more details).


Access to and around This area suffers from a number of problems including access


Carisbrooke Park Estate, to schools, employment, safety and congestion. Problems in this 


Newport location directly affect local residents and children attending 


schools in the area. Issues can also have a detrimental affect on


access to Newport (see above) and the wider community (eg on 


going delays to bus services).
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12 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Potential plans Why prioritised


Access to Island healthcare The Island has only one hospital (St Mary’s) and surveys suggest 


that access to this location may be difficult for some sectors of 


the community. NHS may be considering future re-organisation 


of health facilities. 


Access to mainland healthcare St Mary’s hospital does not offer a number of key essential 


services (including renal and cancer care) requiring patients, 


carers and visitors to make regular journeys to mainland hospitals.


These trips can be expensive and journeys complicated. Until 


recently some financial assistance was available from the Health


Authority but this has now been removed. The Council, in 


partnership with others, are considering future initiatives including


reduced fares, access to ferry terminals and onward mainland 


travel. This can be done in partnership with neighbouring 


authorities included in the Solent Transport Group.


Access for freight Economic regeneration is considered a key priority for the Island


(see Sections D - “Long Term Strategy and G - “Promoting 


Economic Prosperity and Regeneration” and this will undoubtedly


result in increased freight movements. With freight only able to 


leave and enter the Island via ports, this can have a detrimental 


affect on people living close to terminals, delivery times and 


congestion.


Access for the mobility impaired The Council have received a number of representations from 


disabled and other groups relating to access for the mobility 


impaired including availability of low floor buses, disabled bays, 


dropped crossings and other infrastructure.  


This plan would benefit various sectors of the community 


including elderly (28% of Island population over 60), disabled (6% 


of adult population issued with disabled parking badge in 


2004/05) and those with pushchairs. 
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F.4.1 LAAP development and delivery timetable


The Council recognise that not all LAAPs can be delivered simultaneously and have discussed with 


partners a phased timetable taking into account local priorities, issues, initiatives and resources.


During 2005/06 the Council has been working with others in developing a Local Accessibility Action 


Plan for the Carisbrooke Park Estate area of Newport. This plan will be further developed and delivered


during 2006/07 and 2007/08.  (See Section O - “Additional Information” for LAAP).


F.5 Accessibility indicator and target 


As part of the compilation of LTP2, Local Authorities must include at least one 


accessibility indicator and target. This indicator can be based on the DfT’s core 


accessibility indicators or a locally developed indicator.


F.5.1 Indicator selection


The Council have mapped and analysed access to each of the DfTs core


destinations (using Accession software) (see paragraph F.3). The 


mapping exercise and workshop discussions have identified that all 


of the core services are located in Newport including:


• Island’s only hospital (St Mary’s).


• Island’s only FE College (IW College).


• Island’s principal retail centre (Newport).


• Largest employment centre (including 5 of the 8 largest Island employers and 2 biggest 


industrial estates).


• 2 of the Island’s 5 high schools.


All of the above services are located within 1.2km of the town centre (ie acceptable walking distance) 
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LAAP Pre 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11


Access 


to Newport


Carisbrooke 


Park Estate


Freight


Mainland 


Healthcare


Island 


Healthcare


Mobility 


Impaired


Other 


LAAPs
?? ?? ?? ?? ?? ??


KEY:                     Plan Compilation                     Delivery
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and therefore the Council have decided to develop a local indicator based upon access to Newport 


town centre. This will be an all embracing indicator as it will also indirectly measure access to all of


the core services. (The Council have already discussed the selection and development of this indicator 


with both the Accessibility Planning Section of DfT and GOSE).


Links to wider vision and objectives


The adoption of this indicator also links with other plans and policies in particularly the Local Area 


Agreement (which acknowledges the important role of Newport and links to accessibility) and the 


Local Development Framework’s Spatial Vision and Objectives, principally objective SO2 which states:


SO2: Roles & Functions of Settlements


S02.1. Newport. The Isle of Wight Council will seek to ensure that Newport continues to evolve as 


the Island’s primary centre and as a high quality place to live, work, access health, education and 


social services and connect to the Isle of Wight’s other settlements. This will be achieved by:


• Maintaining Newport’s central role as a civic, shopping, job, education and public 


service  centre;


• Supporting Newport’s role as home to the Island’s larger businesses requiring larger sites


along with a diverse range of other businesses to support the local economy;


• Encouraging new housing on brownfield sites;


• Ensuring that any housing developments on urban extensions offer a high quality, 


mixed-use environment that integrates them with surrounding neighbourhoods 


and the amenities and services Newport can offer;


• Supporting Newport’s role as a public transport hub;


• Strengthening public transport connections to Ryde and the new public transport 


interchange and cross Solent services;


• Avoiding impacts on sensitive land and water environments in the Medina Valley.


F.5.2 Target setting


In order to set an appropriate target the Council have calculated current journey times to Newport 


by public transport, walking and cycling for all households and those without a car.


Journey Time to Newport All Households


No % No %


Households without a Car


Within 15 minutes 13,300 23.1 3,218 22.7


Within 30 minutes 43,774 76.1 10,983 77.4


Within 60 minutes 57,389 99.8 14,160 99.8


Source: Accession software
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18 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council have considered each of the 3 journey times and have decided that improving accessibility 


for the “within 30 minutes” band would be most appropriate. This time band has been selected because:


• It would be difficult to increase the numbers/frequency “within 15 minutes” band 


due to the Island’s current settlement and population distribution.


• The “within 60 minutes” band already benefits from 99.8% coverage and targeting 


the final 0.2% - which would equate to 130 households or 31 households without 


a car - would not offer good value for money.


• 30 minutes is considered to demonstrate a level of good accessibility and is also 


the criteria used in 5 of the government’s 7 core indicators (ie primary schools, 


FE colleges, hospitals, GPs and shopping).


Comparisons of the “30 minute band” calculations show that “households without a car” benefit 


from better accessibility than “all households” (77.4% compared to 76.1%) and therefore the target 


is based upon the “all households” category.


To set a realistic target, the Council has identified the major population settlements (excluding 


Newport) and have calculated the time currently taken to access Newport from each of these locations.


The graph shows that 14 of the 20 major settlements are already covered by the “within 30 minutes”


band and, in order to make significant improvements, the Council and its partners will need to 


Access to Newport by public transport, walking and cycling
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concentrate on access from the outstanding 6 settlements. However geographically 5 of these 


settlements are located on the Island’s extremities, with the 6th (Brading) only directly accessible 


to Newport via predominantly unclassified roads. Therefore to improve access to Newport we must 


tackle access from smaller villages/hamlets and/or increase frequency/reduce journey times. 


Taking this into account the Council has set the following target:


By 2010/11, to increase by 5% the number of households able to access Newport 


within 30 minutes by walking, cycling or public transport.


Trajectories, actions and risks are outlined in the Performance Indicators section.


F.5.3 Summary of key actions


Issue Method


Compilation and development of Partnership working - compilation of plans in


Local Accessibility Action Plans partnership with others including service providers, 


transport operators and user groups.


Delivery of Local Accessibility Action Plans Partnership working - work with partners 


to deliver schemes and initiatives to improve 


accessibility.


Performance monitoring and evaluation of Indicators, targets and milestones - establish


Strategic Accessibility Assessment and suitable monitoring to demonstrate contribution


Local Accessibility Action Plans initiatives will make or have made towards 


increasing accessibility.
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F.6 Accessibility Action Plan – Carisbrooke Park Estate


The area of Carisbrooke Park Estate is a residential area located on the western


outskirts of Newport, approximately 1.5km from the town centre. The area was 


originally constructed in the 1950s with major extensions added to the south-west


during the late 1980s/early 1990s and to the north-east during the last three years.


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.  
© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  LA076694


The area is predominantly located in the Carisbrooke East ward although issues also affect the 


neighbouring wards of Carisbrooke West, Newport North, Newport South, Mountjoy and Pan.


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. LA076694


Carisbrooke 
Park Estate
Carisbrooke 
Park Estate


Newport 
Town Centre
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F.7 Issues


Over the last few years the Council has received a number of representations 


from Local Councillors, Council Officers, transport providers, emergency services,


schools and residents concerning accessibility related issues in the area including


access to schools and work, congestion, public transport provision, safety and 


the knock on affect to other areas and services.


These issues were again highlighted in the Strategic Accessibility Workshops held during 2005 and 


subsequently the Council held a specific workshop to discuss accessibility in the area (see Section O


- “Additional Information” for meeting notes).


The workshop identified a number of issues which can be summarised as follows:


• School access.


• Impact of school related traffic – parent cars and buses.


• Accidents.


• Child safety.


• Inappropriate parking.


• Rat running.


• Speeding.


• Access to Gunville Trading Estate.


• Access to Newport town centre – public transport, walking and cycling routes.


• Affect of the area on Newport town centre (congestion).


• Frequency and timing of bus services.


• Location and bus stop facilities.


• Public transport awareness.


• Impact of new and future developments.


The meeting also highlighted the importance 


of distinguishing fact from perception and the 


value of appropriate survey data and evidence. 


As a result the Council has collected background 


data in order to gain a greater understanding 


of the characteristics and possible issues 


affecting the area.
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22 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.8 Background data & local evidence


F.8.1 Housing


According to the 2001 Census there were 1073 dwellings in the Carisbrooke East ward. However 


subsequent housing developments would have increased this figure to nearer 1350, making this 


both the largest ward and residential area in Newport.


Source : ONS, 2001 Census of Population


F.8.2 Population


The 2001 Census also showed that the ward had a higher than average proportion of young people, 


with 21.3% of the 2,719 residents between the ages of 5 and 17, compared to the Island average of 


15.8% and the national figure of 16.7%. This could be attributed to the number of schools in the 


area, housing type & age and proximity to Newport town centre.


Source : ONS, 2001 Census of Population


Area Unshared
dwellings


Dwelling Type - 2001 Census


Isle of Wight 61,389 36.4 29.2 15.0 18.8 0.6


Carisbrooke East 1,073 41.8 33.1 19.9 4.9 0.3


Carisbrooke West 1,205 32.1 34.9 24.6 8.0 0.3


Mount Joy 1,109 26.0 40.7 16.4 16.7 0.3


Newport North 1,245 10.0 14.7 38.3 36.5 0.5


Newport South 1,213 15.8 17.3 44.4 22.4 0.0


Pan 1,194 13.7 42.5 29.0 14.8 0.0


Detached Semi Terraced Flat Other


Area


Resident Population - 2001 Census


Isle of Wight 132,734 4.9 15.8 51.0 28.4


Carisbrooke East 2,719 4.9 21.3 53.3 20.5


Carisbrooke West 2,938 5.8 18.3 54.6 21.3


Mount Joy 2,718 5.7 20.3 50.7 23.4


Newport North 2,426 6.8 14.4 54.6 24.2


Newport South 2,709 5.7 17.3 55.1 21.9


Pan 2,770 6.6 17.0 51.0 25.5


% of Population Aged


0 - 4 5 - 17 18 - 59 60 +
Population
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F.8.3 Deprivation


The 2000 Index of Multiple Deprivation contained indices relating to:


• Income;


• Employment;


• Health Deprivation and Disability;


• Education, Skills and Training;


• Housing;


• Geographical Access to Services.


Although Carisbrooke East had a relatively low deprivation score, neighbouring wards are amongst 


the most deprived on the Island, with the area of Pan the second most deprived ward on the Island 


(and within the top 10% most deprived wards nationally) and Newport Central (now Newport North 


and South) ranked as 5th and Mounjoy as 19th (both in the top 25% nationally). The deprivation 


issues of these wards are a key factor in that they also indirectly affect the Carisbrooke East area, 


particularly as it is likely that a high percentage of children living in these areas will attend schools 


located in the East ward.


(See Section C – “Transport Issues and Opportunities” for full deprivation list and scores).


F.8.4 Car ownership


The Census showed that car ownership in the ward was higher than the Isle of Wight average, with 


only 15% of households not owning a car. However comparisons with multiple car ownership showed 


that 57% of households had only one car compared to 48% Island wide. Single car ownership could 


create an accessibility problem during the day if the main wage earner uses the car for work purposes, 


leaving other occupants without access to a car and reliant on other forms of transport and/or 


local services.


F.8.5 Employment levels


Source : ONS, 2001 Census of Population


As at April 2001, nearly 50% (1,336) of Carisbrooke East residents were economically active of which


92% were in employment and 8% unemployed.


Area Number 
EA


Employment - Economically Active (EA)


Isle of Wight 58,139 43.8 51.4 23.2 16.4 9.0


Carisbrooke East 1,336 49.1 56.7 27.5 7.9 7.9


Carisbrooke West 1,425 48.5 53.8 24.1 14.0 8.0


Mount Joy 1,147 42.2 50.3 25.9 13.2 10.6


Newport North 1,133 46.7 61.3 20.0 10.2 8.5


Newport South 1,360 50.2 56.9 22.1 11.7 9.3


Pan 1,141 41.2 54.7 26.6 8.5 10.3


% Resident
Population EA


% Working
Full Time


% Working
Part Time


% Self
Employed


% 
Unemployed
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24 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.8.6 Travel to work


In 2001, 55.5% of the ward’s working population drove to work alone, whilst a further 5.7% travelled 


as a car passenger, compared to the Island average of 54.2% and 6.0% respectively. In addition the 


distance travelled to work was relatively short, with over 40% of employees travelling less than 2km 


- a journey length where walking or cycling could be considered.


F.8.7 Public transport


Currently 1 bus service (38 - Newport Town Service) operates through the estate with buses 7, 


7a and 7b running to the south of the area.


Commuter Frequency


The Newport Town Service runs every 30 minutes between 8.45 and 13.45 and hourly between 14.45 


and 18.45 (or 22.45 on Fridays and Saturdays).  However this service does not enable commuters to 


arrive in Newport until after 9.00am.  


Access to Newport Town Centre by Public Transport


Source : Accession


F.8.8 Walking and cycling


The following maps show walking and cycling times to Newport town centre. Calculations shows that


just over 60% of households could access the town centre by foot within 20 minutes and 88% by 25 


minutes. Cycling calculations show that nearly 25% of households could access the town by bicycle 


within 5 minutes.


0 - 15
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15 - 20


> 20
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Time (mins)
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Access to Newport Town Centre by Foot


Source : Accession


Access to Newport Town Centre by Bicycle


Source : Accession
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26 Section F: Increasing accessibility- Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.8.9 Location of services


Education – ‘Carisbrooke Cluster’


The Carisbrooke East ward contains 6 schools - 3 primary schools, 2 middle schools and 1 high 


school (with 6th form), equating to over 2,600 pupils. These schools are collectively known as the 


‘Carisbrooke Cluster’.


Source : EduWight


Of these schools, 4 are located in Wellington Road (2,300 pupils). The close proximity of these 


schools, accompanied by similar school hours, currently creates accessibility, congestion and road 


safety problems at the beginning and end of the school day.


School Travel Plans


The Council are working closely with Island schools in the preparation of School Travel Plans. The 6 


schools in the area are currently at varying stages in the School Travel Plan process, with no schools 


having completed a full travel plan.


Source : School Travel Plan Advisor


Stages:


1 = Full Plan 4 = Setting up Working Group


2 = Draft Plan 5 = Received Information Pack


3 = Pupil Survey Completed 0 = No Start


Schools Pupils on Roll


Carisbrooke C of E Primary School 246


St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School 100


Newport C of E Primary School 265


Archbishop King Middle School 358


Trinity Middle School 371


Carisbrooke High School 1339


TOTAL 2679


Schools Travel Plan Stage


Carisbrooke C of E Primary School 0


St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School 4


Newport C of E Primary School 2


Archbishop King Middle School 0


Trinity Middle School 3


Carisbrooke High School 4
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Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.  
© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  LA076694


Safe Routes to School (SRTS)


In addition the Council has a programme of Safe Routes to School (SRTS) initiatives which incorporate 


hard engineering with softer measures (including road safety training). Of the schools in the area, 1 


school (Newport C of E) has completed a SRTS during LTP1, with the other 5 schools all ranking 


highly in the SRTS priority ranking system.


As part of either the School Travel Plan process or the initial work for a Safe Routes to School 


scheme, schools are asked to provide statistics on how children travel to school. This information is 


not currently available but data is available on number of pupils eligible for free home to school 


transport (not necessarily those regularly using this facility). The data for the Wellington Road 


schools are as follows:


Carisbrooke High


Trinity Middle


ABK Middle


Carisbrooke 
C of E Primary


Wellington Road


Schools
Pupils Eligible1 for 


Free School Travel
% Pupils on Roll


Carisbrooke C of E Primary School 0 0


Archbishop King Middle School 257 71.8%


Trinity Middle School 228 61.5%


Carisbrooke High School 567 42.3%


TOTAL 1052 45.5%


Source: Home to School Transport Section


1 Pupils living more than 2 miles from their primary school or 3 miles from all other schools.
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28 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


This data shows that Archbishop King and Trinity Middle Schools have over half of their pupils living 


outside the immediate area. Both schools are denominational establishments which could account 


for these high figures. Living over 3 miles from school can be a problem for pupils not only in respect 


of travel to school but also in access to out of hours activities.


The Council will be working with schools to obtain actual travel to school data and, in particular, to 


identify numbers and reasons why children are currently brought to school by car.


Shopping


There are three main shop clusters in the area, the main Carisbrooke High Street (with newsagent, 


estate agent and village shop with post office), a small arcade of shops at Wellington Road (newsagent, 


fish & chip shop, hairdresser and beauty salon) and edge of town specialist bulky good stores at 


Gunville Trading Estate. Many residents complain that non-residents are using the residential estate


road network to access the trading estate by car.


Based upon OS digital map data with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.  
© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  LA076694


F.8.10 Accidents


Over the last 3 years (01/07/2002 to 30/06/2005) there were 19 personal injury accidents reported to 


the Police resulting in 3 serious and 16 slight injuries. Of these, 13 (68%) were children under the 


age of 16, 2 of which were seriously injured.


Gunville Trading Estate


Wellington Road


Carisbrooke 
High Street
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Source: Hampshire and IW Police


Of the 19 accidents, 7 were located on or adjacent Wellington Road.


F.8.11 Traffic data


The Council does not have a permanent traffic monitoring site in the area but has carried out adhoc


traffic volume and speed surveys over the last 5 years. This data is not sufficiently comprehensive to


give an overview of traffic issues and therefore the Council will be undertaking additional surveys 


during early 2006. These surveys will include:


• Traffic flows.


• Traffic speeds - particularly around school gates.


• Junction turning movement surveys at key junctions. 


• Vehicle origin and destination surveys - to determine if rat running is a problem.


These surveys will determine if residents perceptions on traffic are justified and results will be 


incorporated and inform the action plan.


F.9 LAAP Objective


Having collected and analysed relevant data and evidence, the key objective of 


the plan has been determined as:


To improve accessibility, road safety and tackle congestion in the Carisbrooke Park Estate by:


• Improving access to:


a) the ‘Carisbrooke cluster’ schools;


b) the surrounding area;


c) Newport town centre.


• Encouraging modal shift for both residents and school children.


• Reduce road casualty accidents, particularly for children.


• Consider implications of future initiatives and developments.


Casualty Type


Pedestrians 1 7 1 7 8


Cyclists 1 3 2 3 5


Motorcyclists 0 0 0 1 1


Car Driver 0 0 0 3 3


Car Passenger 0 1 0 2 2


TOTAL 2 11 3 16 19


Under 16 All


Serious Slight Serious Slight


Total
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30 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.10 Why prioritised


The Council have considered compiling Local Accessibility Action Plans on 


access to key services but generally results have indicated that most residents 


benefit from relatively good access to the majority of services. As a result the 


Council has decided to prioritise access to Newport town centre, where a number


of the key services are located and an area where congestion and access are 


considered current and potential problems. (See paragraph F5 – for full details).  


The area of Carisbrooke Park Estate is located on the outskirts of Newport and problems in this 


area directly affect the town centre. Newport East is the largest residential ward in Newport with 


6 schools located within its boundary.


These schools attract over 2,600 pupils to the area - approximately 15% of all Island school pupils - 


resulting in access problems for both children and residents at key times of the day. Five of the schools 


have been identified as Safe Routes to School priorities and it is felt that, by broadening the schemes 


to also deal with wider accessibility issues, this will give added value to the initiatives, offer increased


benefit to the local community and assist with access to the town centre.


Although the ward itself is not classed as an area of deprivation, neighbouring wards have high 


deprivation scores which indirectly affect the area. Numbers driving to work are high and journey 


length short, suggesting the possibility of modal shift. However commuting by bus to Newport town 


centre is not necessarily currently feasible as the first town service does not arrive in Newport until 


after 9.00am.


The area has dramatically increased in size over the last 20 years with the possibility of future 


extensions which may exacerbate current problems and have a detrimental affect on existing 


residents, services, Newport town centre and the Island as a whole.


F.10.1 Links to other priorities and targets


The objective of the LAAP links to other national and local priorities and assists with the delivery 


of LTP2 objectives and targets including:


• Feeding into the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda - particularly in relation to child education.


• Community Strategy / Local Area Agreement – in accordance with all 4 key themes: 


Safer Island, Healthy Island, Thriving Island and Skilled & Educated Island.


• Aim High - contributes to the Council’s vision and values.


• Local Development Framework - considers implications of current and future developments.


• LGA Shared Priorities - contributes to accessibility, congestion, air quality & road safety.


• LTP objectives - links with other LTP local objectives : economic regeneration, health, 


the environment, effective management and value for money.


• LTP targets - assists with delivery of various LTP2 targets including: bus patronage, 


casualty reduction, accessibility, area wide traffic mileage, air quality, pedestrian crossings, 


cycling and modal share of journeys to school.


• Ties in with the Council’s major bid submission for Newport traffic improvements.
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34 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.11.1 Other appraisal


As part of the plan the Council and its partners will consider both the benefits and disbenefits of these


actions, barriers to implementation, resources and value for money solutions.


F.12 Partners and stakeholders


The Council alone cannot deal with the issues identified and will need to work 


in close partnership with others in the further development and delivery of this 


plan. Partners will include:


• Local Members;


• Home to School Transport;


• Southern Vectis;


• Wightbus;


• Healthy Schools Co-ordinator;


• Cycling Officer;


• Road Safety Section;


• Traffic Section;


• Traffic Manager;


• Rights of Way Section;


• School Travel Planner;


• Education Department;


• Planning Department;


• Carisbrooke Forum;


• Newport Forum;


• SUSTRANS;


• Representative from each of the Emergency Services;


• Legal Representative;


• School Governors;


• Head Teachers;


• Parents and Pupils;


• Local Residents.


A Project Team of this size would be difficult to manage effectively and therefore it has been 


suggested that three Working Groups be established dealing with:


• School issues;


• Non-school traffic & public transport;


• Wider accessibility including access to Newport Town Centre.


These groups would report back to a core Project Team including a Project Manager.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section F: Increasing accessibility  35


F.12.1 Resources


Both the Council and its partners need to consider how best to resource the plan.


Finance


The Council have specifically allocated £178,000 of its 2006/07 integrated transport settlement 


towards Safe Routes to School in the area. In addition future LTP2 funding allocated to other 


categories (ie public transport infrastructure, cycling, walking, local safety schemes, traffic 


management and road crossings) could be used to augment this money (see Section M - “Investment 


Programme” for more details).


As part of larger developments, the Council may seek financial contributions towards future 


infrastructure improvements via Section 106 planning agreements. This money could be utilised 


to assist with the project.


The new section of national cycle route 22 would pass through this area linking existing sections 


from Ryde to Freshwater. This scheme is being progressed in partnership with SUSTRANS who will 


be assisting with the funding of the NCN route and will be partners in this work.


Time and skills


A number of the Partners do not have appropriate funding to invest in the plan. However these Partners


can offer professional assistance accompanied by local experience and knowledge. These skills are 


invaluable in delivering a wide reaching project of this kind.


F.13 Possible barriers


The plan relies upon the co-operation and partnership working with others, 


many of whom have other commitments. In order for the plan to succeed it is 


essential that actions tie in closely with Partner’s own priorities and that the 


plan is properly project managed, bringing in the appropriate expertise at the 


appropriate time.
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36 Section F: Increasing accessibility - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


F.14 Targets and monitoring


To monitor the success of the project, the LAAP needs to include an appropriate 


set of easy to monitor project indicators. These indicators will ensure that the 


project remains focussed and will enable Partners to report progress back to 


their organisations. Due to the nature of the project these indicators will be a 


mix of inputs, outputs and outcome indicators. The following indicators are 


currently under consideration:


• Completion of key stages of the Safe Routes to School initiatives (eg school meetings, 


pupil surveys, site analysis, consultation, delivery).


• Number of school travel plans adopted (or progress through various stages).


• Modal shift of journeys to school.


• Reduced congestion during peak school hours.


• Traffic reduction/area wide mileage.


• Average speed reduction.


• Road casualty reduction (children/all).


• Increase in bus patronage.


• Improvements to bus timetabling and stops.


• Completion of marketing initiatives.


• Increased access to town centre (measured via Accession).


• Completion of cycling / walking audits.


• Milestones relating to progress of NCN route 22.


• Mapping of future developments and identification of key transport, walking and 


cycling routes.


• Resident satisfaction surveys.


The progress and success of this LAAP will be reported in future Progress Reports. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Foreword  1


Foreword


Travel and the way in which we travel will become


increasingly important over the next five, ten and


twenty year period.


The Island is at a cross roads in its development and the production


of the Island Plan and this Local Transport Plan offer us an ideal


opportunity to put in place the building blocks for the future. Transport


is key to achieving our goals and there can be no doubt that getting


our transport policies and investment programmes agreed and in place,


will help us build and maintain what must be an environmentally


sound, and economically vibrant and inclusive place in which to live.


This second Local Transport Plan has built on the good foundations laid in the first Plan and developed


through the provisional document submitted to Government in July 2005. 


The Council recognises that we cannot improve the situation without the necessary investment and


are pleased that we can now deliver free and unrestricted travel, by bus and rail for Island residents


aged 60 and over. We are also confident that the “Student Rider Ticket” will be of benefit to Island


scholars and are looking to deliver other plans and travel initiatives during the Plan period.


We are trying to improve the local transport infrastructure and this Plan gives details of our PFI bid


and explains how, if successful, this initiative will help us bring our highway infrastructure up to an


acceptable standard and support local regeneration. We were therefore understandably disappointed


by the results of a change in the method of calculating the amount of money this Council will get to


spend on road safety, public transport, walking and cycling.


We are working with our partners to deliver our Local Accessibility Action Plans and recognise that


it is only by working together that we will be able to improve transport for all and create a modern,


fully integrated transport system that will help the regeneration of the Island and ensure the vibrancy


and vitality of our town and villages. 


There is much to do. Everybody has a part to play in helping to raise our standards and I look forward


to working with you in helping to deliver a first class transport system for the Isle of Wight.


Councillor Ian Ward


Isle of Wight Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport & Planning Policy
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration 1


G. Promoting Economic 
Prosperity and Regeneration


Objective
O2 To encourage and support economic regeneration and prosperity


Key Targets1
(see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T1 To achieve a 12.1% increase in bus passenger journeys.


T2 To achieve 76.3% bus punctuality.


T3 To increase bus satisfaction to 65%. 


T4 To achieve a 20% increase in train passenger journeys.


T5 To maintain train punctuality at 97.2% or better.


T6 To maintain train reliability at 99.5% or better.


T7 To achieve a 10.6% increase in ferry passenger journeys.


T8 To triple the number of cycling trips.


T10 To increase by 5% the number of households able to access Newport within 30 minutes by 


walking, cycling or public transport.


T17 To restrict traffic growth to 2.3% per annum.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


G.1 Introduction


Alongside the four-shared LGA priorities the Council has decided to add two local 


priorities, namely “economic prosperity and regeneration” and “the environment”, 


which is an important local issue and will be considered alongside air quality. The 


inclusion of these local priorities reflects the substantial impact both are and will 


have on the development and delivery of the next LTP. Economic development was 


looked at with key stakeholders as part of a LTP2 consultation workshop.


G.1.1 Economic prosperity


The issue of sustainable economic prosperity is recognised as an important issue at a national level and


featured in the 2004 White Paper “The Future of Transport”. The existing Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 


is clear that ‘Economic Prosperity’ is about achieving a prosperous economy and full employment. The 


Island’s economy remains focused geographically with retail and manufacturing concentrated in the 


Ryde, Newport and Cowes areas, tourism in the Sandown Bay area, and agriculture predominating in 


South and West Wight. 


1 As part of the plan process, the Council has investigated the establishment of a specific regeneration based


indicator and target. See ‘Performance Indicators: Other Indicators Considered’ section for more details.
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2 Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


G.1.2 Regeneration 


Even with general improvement in the Island’s economic outlook there remains a number of areas where


focused regeneration programmes have been initiated namely Ryde (map ref O2), Medina Valley (Newport 


to Cowes) (map ref J1–J4), the Pan urban extension (Newport) (map ref K4), the Sandown Bay area 


(Sandown, Lake and Shanklin) (map ref 06-N8) and rural areas. A total of 15 of the Island’s 48 wards 


are within the top 20% of nationally recorded deprived areas.


G.2 Background


G.2.1 Growing economy


Recent data (Experian 2005) suggests the Isle of Wight economy is picking up and is now performing 


well against the wider South East economy and UK average. In particular sectors such as construction, 


business services and retail have provided a significant boost to the Island economy. This has had a 


knock on effect in the local housing market with the average house price on the Island now £144,400 


(Hometrack 2004) compared to the average house cost in Portsmouth of £126,500.


G.2.2 Business development


In business terms of the estimated 4,500 businesses on the Island, the under 50 employee Small to 


Medium Enterprises (SME) continues to dominate the local economy providing 97% of all businesses 


and employing two thirds of all employees. With a local economy dominated by such SME focused 


sectors as tourism and construction, there are few headquartered or large-scale businesses on the 


Island. Overall the Island’s economy has followed national trends in the move away from manufacturing


to general business services. However one area of manufacturing has seen substantial growth has 


been the light engineering sector; here this has been centred on the composites sector with both the 


environmental and marine elements represented in the Medina Valley area between Newport and Cowes.


A key trend to emerge is the recent growth in the 


Island’s economy has been the emergence of Newport 


as the centre for retail, public sector activity and inward


investment. Newport has been identified by consultants


Drivers Jones as the sub-regional retail centre for the 


Island following the influx of national chains into both 


High Street and out of town locations over the past 


ten years.


This commercial prominence continues to put 


additional pressure on the road network and 


increased demand for parking within the town.


G.2.3 Unemployment 


The numbers of economically active have improved locally and February 2004 statistics show IOW figures


to be 78.8% - compared to 82.1% for the South East. (Nomis) Unemployment has finally dropped below 


the UK average to 1.9% (Sept 2005) but the Island remains above the regional average (2005 1.4 %) and 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration 3


continues to experience seasonal fluctuations due to the role played by tourism in the local economy. 


With a large tourism/ retail sector, self- employment (IW 12% UK 9%) has always been a viable career 


option that has continued in recent years. Overall the level of economic participation remains high at 81%


of qualifying adults but is still below the SE average of 84%. However average wages on the Island are 


significantly lower at £406.50 per week compared to South East average of £535.60 (ONS 2004). 


G.3 Supporting regeneration


The regeneration of the Island has been identified as one of our key local priorities.


The development of the emerging Island Plan (LDF) is now starting to put in place 


the core policies on which the development of the Island will be based. The Island 


Plan will set the spatial concept and it is important that this Plan and others work 


together to help deliver it.


Local regeneration initiatives are co-ordinated by the Isle of Wight Economic Partnership (IWEP), in 


cooperation with the Council. The Island has been successful in gaining funding from a number of 


regional, national and European funding pots and the IWEP maintains strong links with the local 


business community through its board and projects (i.e. Enterprise Hub). 


The Island’s Local Area Agreement was signed off by Government Ministers, the Local Strategic Partners


and Council in March 2006. The initiatives and targets developed through this process will, together with


our Area Investment Framework (AIF), help us to focus investment and harness other funding opportunities.


G.3.1 Programmes and activity


In 2000 the IWEP was successful in bidding for SRB 6 funding for its Ryde Regeneration Strategy. The 


Regeneration Partnership and subsequently the Development Trust have implemented a strategy to 


improve the appearance and level of economic activity in the town. The recent Public Realm Strategy 


has provided options on how the town should deal with increasing car usage needing to traverse the 


town on an east/ west basis when the main roads are on a north/south axis.


Moving west from Ryde the IWEP in partnership with the SEEDA, have sought to develop a holistic 


regeneration project for the Medina Valley (Newport to Cowes) entitled ‘Cowes Waterfront’. The focus 


being on a zonal development of a number of Cowes, East Cowes and Medina riverbank/waterbank 


sites for mixed commercial and residential use. In transport terms the project has to deal with a limited


road network in the Medina Valley and the proposed changes to the Red Funnel terminal in East Cowes.


The emerging LDF is setting the agenda for local regeneration and the development Sandown Bay area 


(Sandown, Lake and Shanklin) is highlighted in the LDF and Tourism Development Plan for regeneration.


Initial research by consultants Arup has highlighted the need to improve access and public transport 


links within the area and we will be using spending identified towards the end of the LTP period to 


support schemes and initiatives.


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 3







P
ro


m
o


ti
n


g
 e


c
o


n
o


m
ic


 p
ro


s
p


e
ri


ty
 a


n
d


 r
e


g
e


n
e


ra
ti


o
n


4 Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


G.4 Our Five Year Strategy


G.4.1 Measures


If the Island is to continue to benefit from economic prosperity and local improvements through 


regeneration the Island needs to take account of transport within its existing and future strategic 


planning. Many of the proposed initiatives in this document will have an impact on the economic 


performance of the Island over the next 5 years and will have to take into consideration the needs of the


business community in their development and delivery. Partnership will be the key word in describing 


how to improve transport facilities on the Island, as the Council does not operate more than a small 


bus operation within the Island’s public transport network. The QTP will be a primary conduit for such 


partnership work bringing together not just the transport sector, users and environmental groups but 


also representatives of the local business community.


G.4.2 Access to employment


A key challenge for the Council will be to continue to reduce reliance on the motorcar to ensure that 


residents are able to access employment. A priority will be to work with large employers on workplace 


travel plans that deploy a range of solutions that meet individual requirements in accessing employment.


However with an SME dominated economy the challenge will be how to work with smaller employers or


groups of employers on a sectoral or geographical basis to deliver meaningful and appropriate travel 


solutions. This will require building partnerships with local business groups and business advisers such


as the local Business Link.


The role of the local ‘wheels to work’ scheme, Wight Wheels, 


will become more important in providing innovative transport


solutions to attract those in social and economic exclusion 


back into employment. The scheme has moved beyond just 


the loan of scooters and has worked in partnership with a 


number of transport operators offering season tickets based


on individual work patterns rather than the traditional time 


limited coverage.


G.4.3 Freight access


A further result of the continued economic growth on the 


Island has been the increasing amount of freight being 


moved on and off the Island by road via the ferries. This has 


been mirrored by a decline in bulk freight movements by 


coastal shipping from facilities on the river Medina. There 


is the need in the timescale of this Plan to balance the 


requirements of business with the increasing noise, 


pollution and road deterioration caused by more frequent, larger and heavier freight vehicles. 


The Council, in partnership with others, have identified freight as a future Local Accessibility Action 


Plan (see Section F - “Increasing Accessibility” paragraph F.4) with suggested actions including the 


establishment of a Freight Group, designated, signed and maintained freight routes and the longer term
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aim of compiling a Quality Freight Partnership. The materials needed for the proposed Highways PFI 


could shipped in bulk by sea, this could act as a catalyst for the necessary investments and 


improvements and underpin a growth in bulk ship movements to the Island. 


G.4.4 Tourism


Tourism remains a key sector in the local economy and in doing so brings with it a number of 


challenges relating to the seasonal nature both in terms of economic activity (2004 £361 million) and 


employment (2004 24%). There has been a decisive modal shift by visitors from public transport to car 


and coach based holidays. According to the operator data the number of passengers travelling to and 


from the Island has doubled in the last 50 years (1951 4 million, 2001 8.9 million), while in the past 20 


years there has been a two fold increase in the numbers of cars and commercial vehicles and a four 


fold increase in coach travel. This has resulted in the current ferry terminals reaching capacity during 


the summer season causing significant traffic issues in their immediate vicinity. 


The recently adopted Island Tourism Development Plan recognises the importance of transport within 


the Island’s tourism offer. While extending support to a range of transport initiatives that have an impact 


on tourism, the Plan also seeks through a Green Tourism sub plan to develop a ‘green transport 


infrastructure’ to encourage more car free holidays. This will include a range of services for the 


holidaymaker to book all their travel in advance, move their luggage and on arrival experience their 


holiday without the need for the car. 


G.5 Developing the vision


The Council’s long-term vision for the Island has been developed in conjunction 


with the LSP and links together the key strategic documents with a clear direction 


for future growth. In turn this will inform other plans and strategies that the 


Council develops that impact on the local economy, such as the Tourism 


Development Plan.


The central premise for the long-term vision is that the 


Island will change economically over the next 20 years with 


a strong focus on regeneration using economic growth, 


new employment and the development of a skilled workforce.


G.5.1 Meeting the challenge


Through the ‘Island Plan’, economic regeneration of urban 


and village centres through development will lessen the 


need for travel to access employment and retail.


As part of the Tourism Development Plan the long-term strategy


will seek to attract high quality tourism markets, and promote


access to the Island by public transport. Fewer tourists spending


more but impacting less on the local infrastructure. Tourist 


attractions are likely to lead this process with the development 


of attraction based travel plans for visitors and employees.


Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration 5
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6 Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


In partnership with the proposed Quality Freight Partnership, freight handling businesses will be 


encouraged to use emerging technology to ensure distribution systems make available goods on time 


for companies and people on or off the Island. The supermarket model of home delivery services could 


well be developed as a sustainable distribution system for major local businesses. 


The Island’s inward investment strategy will seek to attract those industries that do not have significant 


transport needs or costs, such as research, high value goods, and leisure. 


G.6 Adopting a strategic approach


New investment is key to delivering improvements; the Council is committed to 


taking a strategic approach with a strong emphasis on economic regeneration 


through the LDF, LAA and the AIF. The proposed Highways Asset Management 


PFI will seek to provide the funding to resolve problems with the maintenance 


and quality of the roads on the Island.


How we encourage economic development whilst addressing the resulting increase in traffic and need 


to improve accessibility will be a challenge for the Council and our transport and business partners. 


The table overleaf illustrates the measures that we will be using to ensure that economic development 


can take place while at the same time minimising congestion, pollution and adversely impacting on 


our local quality of life. How we will deliver these measures is identified in Section M – “Investment 


Programme “. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section G: Promoting Economic Prosperity and Regeneration 7


G.6.1 Summary of key actions


Measure Method


Strategic Planning Participation in the development of the LDF, LAA, AIF and 


regeneration strategies.


Partnership working SEEDA - working with the RDA on Cowes Waterfront project and 


the improvements to East Cowes Ferry Terminal.


Quality Transport Partnership - transport operators, business 


community (Chamber of Commerce, FSB), and other stakeholders 


to address problems earlier and encourage existing initiatives.


Solent Transport - work with our Solent Transport partners to 


improve cross Solent and cross boundary travel.


Make the best use of the Traffic flows - improve traffic flows at key commercial locations


existing transport infrastructure e.g. Coppins Bridge, St Mary’s.


Public transport - to facilitate greater access to public transport 


and reduce travel costs where possible.


Encourage modal shift Workplace Travel Plans - car sharing, encourage walking, cycling, 


travel by bus and train and Wight Wheels.


Green Tourism - attraction based travel plans, improved public 


transport connections and marketing.


Regeneration Local strategies - transport seen as an important, 


underpinning building block.


“Severance by Sea” Ferry companies - partnership working with operators 


around accessibility, ferry terminals, East Cowes Project.


Investment in the Private Finance Initiative – a proposal for a highways asset


transport network management PFI to be submitted to DfT.


Railway - to lobby DfT for improved investment in track 


and rolling stock in next franchise.


Freight movement Partnerships - with freight operators through the QTP 


and future Quality Freight Partnership.


Innovative solutions - e.g. Vestas Blades use of barges 


to move wind turbine blades.
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SEA Criteria Potential effects: - - major negative, – slight neg ative, 0 no effects likely, + slight positive, ++ m ajor positive, ? Uncertainty, ���� could be positive or negative depending on how sch eme is 
implemented 


Air Quality  To develop the transport network to maximise access whilst minimising detrimental impacts on air quality. 


To reduce congestion 
in Newport  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + / ? 0 / ? 0 / ? 


To limit traffic growth. 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 + 0 + ? 


To increase travel 
choice and the 
proportion of people 
using public transport, 
cycling and walking 


0 + + 0 + + 0 + + + 0 + + + / ? + 0 0 + 0 + + 


To reduce number of 
car trips 


0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0  + 0 0 + 0 + ? 


To improve air quality   0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0  + 0 0 + 0 + ? 
Soil and geology To ensure the transport network does not adversely impact upon geology and soils, and which reduces the risk of erosion and instability due to human activity.  


To reduce the risk to 
property and people 
from erosion and 
instability  


0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0  0 0 ? 0 ? 0 / ? 0 0 ? ? 


Avoid damage to the 
coastline or the loss of 
amenity as a result of 
human activity. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0  0 0 ? 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 


To avoid 
contamination of land 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0  0  0 0 / ? ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 0  ? 


To protect areas 
important for 
geological processes 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0  0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 


Water  To maintain and improve the quality of the Island’s watercourses, groundwater systems and to prevent an increase in risk from flooding. 


To ensure that 
highways works do not 
give rise to increases 
in surface run-off.  


0 - / ? 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 0  0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 - / 0 / ? ? 







To protect the quality 
of water by controlling 
transport related 
development likely to 
adversely affect 
groundwater, surface 
water, bathing water, 
and estuaries quality. 


0 - / ? 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 0  0? 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 - / 0 / ? ? 


Landscape and townscape  To protect and enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement character.  


To protect the 
landscape and 
settlement character of 
the Island and ensure 
that transport and its 
associated 
infrastructure does not 
negatively impact on 
the existing character 
of the area. 


0 0 / ? 0 0  0 0 0 0 + 0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? � 0 / ? 0 + / ? 0 + / ? 


Positively enhance 
landscape and 
settlement character. 


0 0 / ? 0 0  0 0 0 0 + 0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? � 0 / ? 0 + / ? 0 + / ? 


Conserve and 
enhance the AONB in 
line with its designated 
status, purpose and 
the AONB 
Management Plan. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0  0 0 0 + / ? 0 0 


Conserve and 
enhance the Tennyson 
and Hamstead 
Heritage Coasts in line 
with their status, 
purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  + / ? 0 0 


Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna and flora. 


To avoid net loss 
(direct and indirect), 
damage to, or 
fragmentation of 
designated wildlife 
sites and the qualifying 
habitats and species 
on which they depend 
(Marine, estuarine, 
terrestrial and 
freshwater).  


0 - / ? 0 0  0 0 0 / ? 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 0 0 0 - - / ? 0 / ? 


To maintain 
biodiversity and the 
variety of habitats on 
the Island 


0 - / ? 0 0  0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 0 0 0 / ?  0 / ? 0 - / 0 / ? - / 0 / ? 0 0 - - / ? 0 / ? 


Archaeology and cultural heritage  To protect the Islands historic environment and cultural resource 


To protect  the fabric 
and setting of 
designated and non-
designated 
archaeological sites, 
monuments, historic 
parks and gardens, 
maritime heritage and 
listed buildings locally 
important historic 
buildings  and 
conservation areas 


0 0 / ? 0 0  0  0 0 / ? 0 + / ? 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 + / ? 0 / ? � 


Climatic factors  To reduce the Islands contribution to climate change and to limit transport development at risk from flooding and the effects of climate change 


To reduce the amount 
of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the 


0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 / + 0 + + / ? 







Island 
To increase the 
amount of renewable 
fuels / technology used 
to power vehicles 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To limit development 
at risk from flooding 
and the effects of 
climate change 


0 0 0 0  0 0 0 / ? 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 0 / ? 0 0 0 / ? ? 


Human health and safety To protect and improve the safety and health of the population. 


To make the Island’s 
roads safer and reduce 
accidents 


0 0 0 0 + + + + 0 0 + + + 0 + + 0 + + 0 + 0 ? 


To increase 
opportunities for 
walking and cycling 


0 0 0 0  + + + / ? + + + + +  0 0 + + + 0 + 0 + + 0 


Noise and Vibration  To limit the risk of adverse noise and vibration effects and protect tranquil areas. 


To limit / reduce the 
risk of the adverse 
noise and vibration 
effects of vehicle 
movements at the ferry 
ports  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 


To limit / reduce the 
risk of the adverse 
noise and vibration 
effects of transport 
movement in the urban 
centres 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + / ? 0 0 / ? 


To protect tranquil 
areas on the Island 
and avoid risk to them 
from light and noise 
pollution due to 
increases in traffic 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 � 0 0 


Population  To improve accessibility for all sectors of the community, and minimise severance by sea.  


To minimise the impact 
of severance by sea  


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


To ensure transport is 
accessible for all 
sectors of the 
community regardless 
of age, income and 
mobility  


0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 


To improve access to 
services and facilities 
(e.g. retail, education, 
employment, health, 
leisure, sporting, 
cultural etc)   


0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + + + 0 + 0 0 / ? 0 0 + + 


To increase access to 
the countryside 


0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 + 0 


Material assets  To improve and maintain the physical quality of the Island’s transport infrastructure network 


To ensure the use of 
recycled materials for 
road repair and 
construction. 


0 0 / ? 0 0  0 / ? 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / ? 0 / ? 0 0 0 0 


To improve the 
physical quality of the 
Island’s transport 
infrastructure network 
through appropriate 
investment 


0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 







Accompanying notes 
 
Transport Study 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume that the study will have no effects on the SEA criteria 
Key Comments 
No effects identified 
Mitigation Proposed 
None 
 
Improvements to Somerton Park & Ride 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume P&R within industrial estate will not have significant effects re. landscape and townscape, or archaeology/ heritage sites. No SSSI, RIGGS 
located near Somerton, assumed no potential impacts on geology. 
Key Comments 
Potential for surface water run-off and pollution impacts from car park. Adjacent to SINC which is allocated as potential burial ground/crematoria. 
Unlikely to effect noise and vibration in Cowes. Improves access to park & ride buses and therefore town centre services/facilities. Improves transport 
infrastructure. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure that improvements do not cause pollution of watercourses/estuary through surface water run-off. Use  sustainable urban drainage 
systems/interceptors. Ensure townscape effects considered. Ensure no impacts on nearby SINC. If extend facility, maximise use of recycled materials 
in construction. 
 
Strategic Freight Routes Study 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume that the study will have no effects on the SEA criteria 
Key Comments 
No effects identified 
Mitigation Proposed 
None 
 
Residents Parking Zones & Traffic Management 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Uncertain location and extent of zones and therefore unable to understand extend to which this will reduce traffic in the town centre or reduce car trips 
Key Comments 
Key benefit is to discourage use of the private car by restricting parking for non-residents. 
Mitigation Proposed 
None.  
 
Footway Baring Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume no effects on biodiversity/designated wildlife sites as no designated sites within close proximity. Some garden areas will be purchased and 
potentially destroyed but biodiversity value unknown. Uncertain impacts re. noise and vibration for residents – slowing traffic could potentially reduce 
noise and vibration 
Key Comments 
Council has been in discussions with Conservation Team. Works will rebuild existing stone wall and will therefore not adversely affect the character of 
the area. Benefits pedestrians by providing more co-ordinated footpath and improves safety. Surface water unlikely to be affected and will be dealt 
with through current drainage system. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Maximise use of recycled materials in construction of the footpath. 
 
6’6’’ Width restriction Baring Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Uncertain impacts re. noise and vibration for residents – slowing traffic could potentially reduce noise and vibration 
Key Comments 
Benefits cyclists and pedestrians by limiting width of vehicles using the road and improves safety.. 
Mitigation Proposed 
None 
 
Cycle Routes 23 link – Town Centre 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Route of path extension unknown. Assume route is only within town centre and scheme does not include route outside of Cowes. Uncertain affects on 
biodiversity, landscape, heritage sites. Assume will not achieve significant enough modal shift to affect noise levels in town centre. 
Key Comments 
Improves access to the countryside by foot and bicycle, provides improved facilities and access to town centre for cyclists/ pedestrians, encourages 
alternative mode to private car – potentially decrease traffic growth/air pollution. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure works do not affect surface water run-off and nature conservation sites. Ensure visual impact of route is minimised to avoid adverse 
townscape impacts. 
 
High Street Access for Cyclists 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume no adverse impacts on townscape likely because scheme will be painting lines on road at the most.. 
Key Comments 
Benefits cyclists, increasing access by bicycle to town centre facilities. 
Mitigation Proposed  
.None 
 
Pedestrian Improvements Bath Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Unknown risk of instability, location of junction in relation to watercourse, potential for biodiversity/species/habitats impacts, geology impacts, and 
archaeology and heritage impacts. Uncertain potential for use of recycled materials. 
Key Comments 
Predominantly improves access for pedestrians, cyclists and mobility impaired in town centre. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure works enhances conservation areas rather than adversely affecting them. Ensure works do not increase surface run-off and give rise to 
pollution. 
 
Traffic Calming & Safety Improvements Bath Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Uncertain potential for use of recycled material. 







Key Comments 
Unlikely traffic calming will affect noise and vibration levels. Scheme will predominantly improve safety and accessibility.. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure works enhances conservation areas rather than adversely affecting them. 
 
Bus Gate Newport Road – Nodes Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Assume minor engineering works required to install bus gate. Potential for impacts on biodiversity, heritage sites. Unknown potential for risks to 
instability and geology, water pollution, surface water run-off. Effect on landscape not likely. 
Key Comments 
Allows priority for buses at junction making travel by bus into Cowes more attractive. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure scheme does not give rise to adverse impacts relating to biodiversity, soils and geology, water, etc. 
 
Pedestrian Improvements Floating Bridge 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Exact nature of works unknown. Likely to be located in area at risk form flooding, but type of development could potentially be suitable in this area. 
Key Comments 
Makes walking in town centre/using bridge on foot more attractive by increasing safety. Improves access by foot. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure flood risk and pollution to watercourses in particular are considered when planning scheme. 
 
Cycle Parking Cowes Town Centre 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Location of cycle parking or number unknown. 
Key Comments 
Makes cycling in town centre more attractive and increases access to cycling facilities. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure design of cycle parking is in accordance with design guidelines for the area e.g. within conservation area. 
 
Traffic Calming Sylvan Drive 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Exact nature of works unknown. Uncertain potential for impacts to water quality, surface run-off, heritage, biodiversity and potential for use of recycled 
materials. Part of road may be at risk from flooding where it crosses a watercourse. 
Key Comments 
Improves safety predominantly for residents/pedestrians and cyclists. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure flood risk, pollution of watercourses, soil and geology biodiversity etc are considered when planning scheme. 
 
Junction Improvements Sylvan Drive – Foxes Road 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Exact nature of works unknown. Uncertain potential for impacts to water quality, surface run-off, heritage, biodiversity and potential for use of recycled 
materials. Part of road may be at risk from flooding where it crosses a watercourse. 
Key Comments 
Improves safety. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure flood risk, pollution of watercourses, soil and geology biodiversity etc are considered when planning scheme. Ensure any hedges removed are 
replaced. 
 
Cycle way signing 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Do not know locations of paths. Uncertain whether will increase access to facilities / services. 
Key Comments 
Increases cycling by promoting paths. 
Mitigation Proposed 
None 
 
Strategic Freight Route Implementation 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Do not know route at this stage. Assume will divert heavy vehicles away from residential areas/ town centres – benefit townscape, vibration and 
noise. Uncertain affects on tranquil areas and countryside, and on heritage sites. 
Key Comments 
Should direct heavy goods traffic away from most sensitive areas / inappropriate areas with regard to safety and noise and vibration? 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure route avoids sensitive receptors such as residential dwellings very close to roads and avoids the AONB and heritage Coasts. 
 
Cycle Way Construction east side Medina River 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Exact works involved unknown therefore impacts on watercourse, soils, instability, biodiversity, River Medina SAC, flood risk uncertain.  Also 
uncertain potential to use recycled materials. 
Key Comments 
Major positive effect on access between Newport and Cowes by bicycle. Need to ensure construction does not adversely affect the River Medina 
SAC designation. Route was discussed as part of UDP public enquiry and is deemed to be in line with conservation policies. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Put in place appropriate mitigation to avoid impacts on this sensitive estuary system, e.g. avoid fragmentation of wildlife corridors on bank, avoid 
erosion of bank, change in surface water run-off etc. 
 
Transport Interchange Improvements 
Key Assumptions / uncertainty 
Exact nature of works unknown. Uncertain potential to affect coastline, instability, watercourse, biodiversity, heritage sites, flood risk, use of recycled 
materials. Potential to enhance townscape. 
Key Comments 
Benefits users of public transport, increases access to transport, facilitates change of mode but uncertain effects – no details regarding scheme. 
Mitigation Proposed 
Ensure the scheme improves the townscape and avoids impacts on e.g. watercourses, surface run-off, heritage resources, flood risk etc. 
 
General Notes 
Focus of measures is on Cowes. Not much that will help tackle congestion in Newport (although one of the bids is aiming to do this).  
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section H: Improving road safety & health 1


H. Improving Road Safety & Health


Objective
O3 To make Island roads safer


Key Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T11 To achieve a 40% reduction in people killed or seriously injured on Island roads.


T12 To achieve a 50% reduction in children killed or seriously injured on Island roads.


T13 To achieve a 5% reduction in slight casualties on Island roads.


T14 To increase to 24% the percentage of children participating in cycle training.


Other Targets (see Performance Indicator Section for full details)


T9 To achieve 100% of pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled.


T18 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the principal road network.


T19 Non-principal road condition target - to be confirmed later in the plan process.


T20 To have no overall deterioration in condition of the unclassified road network.


T21 To have no overall deterioration in footway condition.


H.1 Introduction


Improving road safety and health is a key aim of this Plan and is consistent 


with the our overarching objectives which are healthier communities, safer 


and stronger communities, children and young people, economic development 


and enterprise and the environment.


Transport can affect human health in a number of ways. These include a number of broad issues 


such as air pollution, noise nuisance, personal fitness and safety. The availability of transport is also


a primary consideration when looking at how easy it is to access health care and medical facilities 


and a contributing factor when identifying areas of deprivation.


Reducing road casualties will help to make the roads safer and achieve the Government’s overall 


target to cut accidents from all causes, as set out in “Saving Lives: Our Healthier Nation” and is one


of the four shared priorities for central and local government. 


26183_IOW Council LTP - pt 2  19/10/06  13:44  Page 1







Im
p


ro
vi


n
g


 r
o


a
d


 s
a


fe
ty


 &
 h


e
a


lt
h


2 Section H: Improving road safety & health - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


H.2 Improving road safety & health


It is recognised that transport can affect human health in a range of ways. 


These include:


• Road safety – personal injury accidents.


• As a primary cause of localised air pollution.


• Resulting noise nuisance.


• Physical fitness – walking and cycling.


• Access to health care.


• A contributing factor in deprivation. 


H.3 Improving road safety


The 1988 Road Traffic Act requires local highway authorities to “prepare and 


carry out a programme of measures designed to promote road safety” and 


national casualty reduction targets were first introduced in 1987. The principal 


target was to achieve a reduction in road crash casualties of 33% by the start of 


year 2000 based on the average casualty figures for 1981-85. This was achieved 


by improvements in road safety engineering (13%); vehicle safety engineering 


(14%) and education, publicity, training and enforcement (6%).


In 2000, the government launched its road safety strategy “Tomorrow’s Roads - Safer for everyone” 


that included new national casualty reduction targets for the period up to 2010. A reduction of 40% 


in those killed and seriously injured; a 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously 


injured; and a 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate compared to the 1994-8 averages was the 


challenge set to local highway authorities and form the basis of this authorities targets for both the 


first LTP and LTP2.


H.4 Developing our road safety plan


The Council’s strategy for achieving these targets is set out in its Road Safety 


Plan (RSP), which forms an Annex to this Plan. The RSP period has been set to 


mirror that of this LTP and given the importance of the shared priorities is 


intended to be a cornerstone document.


H.4.1 Taking a data led approach


The RSP takes a data led approach to identifying priority areas and looks at improving road safety 


through a combination of road crash data analysis; safer engineering; speed management; education,


publicity & training; vehicle safety improvements; and partnerships & communications.


Individual road users groups are also analysed with key actions being identified to achieve improvements 


in child safety; pedestrian & cyclist safety; powered two wheel vehicle safety; and in car driver and 


passenger safety.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section H: Improving road safety & health 3


There is a further section on the safety of the road network that addresses not only engineering 


solutions, but also the Safety Audit process and speed management techniques and the role they play.


H.4.2 Hitting our targets 


The Council will continue to take all necessary action to make its roads safer beyond the plan period.


In the absence of any national targets beyond 2010 we will strive to maintain similar rates of reduction 


and for the period beyond 2010 will look for a 40% fall in those killed or seriously injured (KSI); a 50% 


drop in child casualties and a 10% reduction in slight casualties by the year 2015 based on the average


of 1999 - 2004 inclusive.


These extended targets will be reviewed during the lifetime of the Plan in the light of any emerging 


Government guidance.


H.4.3 Problems


The data led approach identifies our performance against targets and compares our performance 


against other local authorities. This process has identified a number of problem areas that we need 


to focus on during the plan period.


Statistically, because of the relatively small sample sizes of some of the more detailed analysis, 


performance year on year can be subject to wide variations and to overcome this trends are identified


using five and/or three year rolling averages. This approach suggests that we need to focus on the 


following areas:


• Powered two wheeler casualties for all severities are substantially above the 1994-8 


average and are significantly worse than for the whole of England.


• Car user casualties for all severities are significantly worse than for the whole of England.


• Injuries to older drivers represent around 7% of all injuries on the Isle of Wight compared 


to 4% in the whole of Great Britain.


• The severity rate (KSI injuries as a proportion of all casualties) is worse than for the whole 


of Great Britain.


• Highway maintenance, trends in recent years have identified an increasing number of crash 


locations where low skidding resistance may have been a contributory factor.


H.4.4 Developing the strategy 


The Council has taken the opportunity to review its strategies to achieve ever-demanding casualty 


reduction targets.


H.4.5 Measures


In terms of engineering solutions, many of the ‘cluster sites’ (where 4 or more injury accidents occur 


in a 3 year period) have now been satisfactorily treated and emphasis will switch to route studies, 


area-wide analysis, and mass action plans to maintain the impetus.


The role of education, training and publicity in casualty reduction cannot be underestimated although it 


can be difficult to quantify. The RSP recognises this link and seeks to build upon the achievements to date.
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4 Section H: Improving road safety & health - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The recent introduction of our “20s Plenty” campaign is a local initiative which looks to reduce 


accidents at a number sites where speeding is a concern. 


H.4.6 Working with partners 


As a small Unitary Authority the Council recognises the advantages of partnership working with 


others in the road safety field at both strategic and operational levels.


Examples of successful partnership approaches are:


• The Strategic Casualty Reduction Partnership for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 


- established in 2003, comprising Portsmouth and Southampton City Councils, Isle of Wight 


Council, Hampshire County Council, the Highways Agency, Hampshire Constabulary, the 


Hampshire and Isle of Wight Strategic Health Authority, Fire and Rescue Services, 


Ambulance Services and the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership. 


Through this partnership the Council works with other major public organisations in the 


Hampshire Constabulary area to deliver programmes and policies that meet our shared 


objectives for safer communities. The Partnership at the time of writing are the main body 


in the Hampshire Constabulary police force area assessing the implications of the December 


2005 Government announcement on the future funding and governance arrangements for 


safety camera partnership operations. 


• The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Safety Camera Partnership – comprises Hampshire 


Constabulary and the four highway authorities within its geographic area, together with 


the magistrates court services and oversees the installation and deployment of safety 


cameras throughout Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.


• South East Region Road Casualty Reduction 2010 – This group has been in existence from 


the early 1990's and comprises eight County Councils, ten unitary authorities, six police 


forces, the Highways Agency and the Government Office for the South East's Directorate of 


Transport and takes a regional overview of Engineering, Education and Enforcement issues. 


• South East Regional Accident Reduction Working Group of the CSS (formerly County 


Surveyors Society) - comprising all the highway authorities in the Government Office 


South East area. The group comprises mainly of engineers working in the field of road safety 


who exchange best practice and review and evaluate new developments in safety engineering.


• South East Counties Service Improvement Group -including the Road Safety Services 


Best Value Benchmarking Group that compares and contrasts relative performance 


against targets and exchange best practice.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section H: Improving road safety & health 5


H.4.7 Local partnerships


There are strong links between safety and health and we have forged very effective working 


partnerships with other departments and agencies. Officers regularly meet with colleagues dealing 


with health promotion, healthy schools, road safety, sports and leisure, school travel plans and education. 


Lack of exercise is now recognised as a major factor when considering childhood obesity. The ability


to walk and cycle safely to school can help increase fitness and influence adult travel habits. Access


to healthy foods, and participation in active sport and recreation now forms part of national and local 


initiatives to improve health and education. 


We have adopted a cross Directorate, multi agency approach to delivering school travel plans and 


have been successful in getting cycling introduced as part of physical education within the school 


curriculum at a number of our local High Schools. 


The Council’s new Community Safety & Risk Management Plan re-focuses the priorities for our Fire


& Rescue Service who spend a large proportion of their operational time dealing with road collisions 


and are looking to be more proactive in the prevention of accidents. We are looking to develop closer


working links and build on the successful joint initiatives that have so far been undertaken, throughout


the plan period.


Community involvement in building safer communities is also important to us, our Speed Management 


Strategy and the determination of appropriate speed limits for rural communities already reflect the


growing concern about the impact speed has on everyday life. The Council intend to develop initiatives 


such as Speedwatch and Twenty’s Plenty with the help of local communities.


H.4.8 Improving personal safety through design


Personal safety is a major factor when considering how and when to travel. The Council is currently 


working with partners to develop its own design guide. To be completed within the first year of the 


Plan the guide will help foster the appropriate and sound design of new highway schemes and 


improvements to the public realm. 


We will continue our programme of improving street lighting and extending CCTV coverage so as to 


reduce crime and the fear of crime.


H.5 Transport and the bigger picture


The Council has taken the opportunity to consider the implications of transport 


and the environment as a key element of the development of this Plan. Our 


Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has helped inform, focus and shape 


this transport strategy and we will be monitoring our environmental performance 


as part of our progress against targets. 


H.5.1 Reducing air pollution


It is recognised that transport can be a significant contributor to local air pollution. Poor air quality 


is linked to respiratory problems in humans and can also affect ecosystems and accelerate the 


erosion of buildings.
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6 Section H: Improving road safety & health - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


The Council has carried out an Air Quality review as required under the Environment Act 1995 and is


satisfied that national air quality objectives will be met without the establishment of any Air Quality 


Management Areas. 


The nature of the Island means that there will always be a reliance on the car particularly for those 


who live in rural areas. This Plan seeks to reduce transport needs and the harmful impacts of 


transport through a number of mechanisms. These include increasing travel choice - school and 


workplace travel plans, increasing the numbers using public transport, expanding the use of our 


public rights of way network and walking and cycling initiatives.


The levels of air pollution have been considered as part of our SEA and we will continue to monitor 


local pollutant levels as required. Further details of this work and the initiatives planned are included


in Section I - “Air Quality and the Environment”. Our strategies to improve bus travel, encourage 


smarter choices and the development of school travel plans are included as annexes to this Plan. 


H.5.2 Local Agenda 21 


Transport was highlighted as a key issue during the development of our Local Agenda 21 (LA21) 


strategy for the Island. The strategy considered a number of solutions including reducing the need 


to travel, encouraging travel choice - travel by bus, foot and cycle. The strategy highlighted the viability


of using electric vehicles and alternative fuels on the Island, particularly where journeys are generally


short and naturally contained within the LA boundary. Details of our LA21 strategy can be found at 


www.iwight.com.


Reducing our ecological footprint


In 2003 the Council commissioned the first ecological footprint analysis to be carried out for the Island.


This award winning study investigated a broad range of environmental trends and indicators between 


1999 and 2003 and measured the amount of resources consumed by residents and visitors and the 


size of the resulting mark, or “footprint” this leaves on our environment. 


(See www.bestfootforward.com for full study).


A repeat study was carried out in 2005 to show any changes in this area. This study looked at:


• Direct energy.


• Materials and waste.


• Food.


• Personal transport.


• Land use.


The LA21 strategy and results of this study have helped inform the debate and influence the 


development of our five-year strategy and investment programme. Further details are included 


in Section I - “Air Quality and the Environment”.
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section H: Improving road safety & health 7


H.5.3 Reducing transport noise


Transport can be a significant source of noise and vibration and noise is considered a statutory 


nuisance if it affects the health of people in the locality. 


Noise maps are only required under the European Environmental Noise Directive (Directive 2002/49/EC)


for population areas of 250,000 and over, for all major roads with over 6 million vehicles a year, 


major railways with over 60,000 movements per year and major civil airports. The Island contains 


none of these parameters and local monitoring would indicate that noise related transport issues 


are predominately associated with the use of the car ferry terminal at Fishbourne. This relates to 


noise created during unsociable hours - loading and unloading and onboard ferry announcements. 


The Council has regular dialogue with Wightlink, both through the QTP and other means. Wightlink 


have Port Operators Rights over the terminal and have expanded and developed the terminal over a 


number of years. The Council will work with the ferry operator to reduce noise as far as practicable 


and the opportunity exists to improve operations and organisation through the installation of advance 


message signing and other measures. These issues will be further discussed during the Plan period.


H.6 Improving physical fitness


Clinical research has shown that our changing lifestyles are having a detrimental


impact on our health. The availability and use of the private car for sometimes 


even the shortest journey, is a contributing factor when considering the reduction 


of physical fitness levels and the increase of obesity and circulatory diseases. 


The use of “mums taxi” for those journeys where perhaps children might have once walked or cycled 


to school, is impacting on health, adding to peak time road traffic, causing traffic congestion, adding


to pollution levels and the perception of safety near schools. These are perversely, many of the reasons 


cited by parents as to why they are reluctant to let their children walk or cycle to school. The 


development of our school travel plans and the healthy schools initiatives can help encourage a 


change of “hearts and minds” and the development of our safer routes to school projects is helping 


to put in place the physical improvements, which will help reduce barriers and encourage modal shift.


We have chosen to tackle accessibility to schools as part of our first Accessibility Action Plan, details 


of which are included in Section F - “Increasing Accessibility”. A copy of our School Travel Plan Strategy


is included as an Annex to this Plan and details of spend in this area are included Section M - 


“Investment Programme”.


H.7 Improving access to healthcare


The increasing number of older people living on the Island means there is a 


growing demand for care, support and health services. How easy it is to access 


these services can be a real issue, particularly for those without the use of a 


car. Our accessibility surveys show that currently we have very good accessibility 


to St Mary’s Hospital in Newport and we have already had discussions with the 


NHS Trust and transport operators to see if we can improve this still further.  
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8 Section H: Improving road safety & health - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


It is necessary to travel to the mainland for some specialist healthcare services making, what for 


some, may already be a worrying, or uncomfortable journey all the more difficult. The additional 


cost and inconvenience of crossing the Solent adds to the burden of accessing mainland healthcare 


and the Council is working with the NHS Trust, transport operators, neighbouring authorities and 


others to see how the situation can be improved. The Council commissioned a study to look at methods


by which the whole journey could be improved and costs reduced. This information will help inform 


discussions and what may be an Accessibility Action Plan for implementation during the Plan period. 


Further details of this are included earlier in this section in Section F - “Improving Accessibility”.


H.8 Addressing deprivation


The Island has been recently designated as an Associated Health Action Zone, 


which recognises the deprivation that exists in some areas. National trends 


would seem to indicate that there is a correlation between the number of road 


traffic accidents and the level of deprivation. 


The Council has carried out detailed investigations to 


ascertain whether there is borne out locally and the study 


has indicated that on the Island there is no clear link 


between the number of accidents and deprived areas. 


We have also been working with our partners in the South


East Counties Service Improvement Group (SECSIG) to 


further investigate the issue using a larger sample size 


and we will continue to work with SECSIG and our partners 


in Solent Transport to monitor trends in this area.


H.8.1 Summary of key actions


The Road Safety Plan has been included as an annex to this document and includes a more detailed


summary of the 37 key actions, together with the associated costs and resource implications. 


A copy of our Smarter Choices, School Travel Plan and Rights of Way Improvement Plan are included 


as Annexes to this Plan.


We will be monitoring the impact of transport on the environment as part of our SEA process. 


Further details of this are included within Section N - “Performance Indicators”. 
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Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan - Section H: Improving road safety & health 9


The following table sets out the key actions, which will now form the basis of our five-year strategy:


Issue Method


Increasing personal Increasing walking & cycling - as part of the development of


health and safety school and workplace travel plans and development of our 


Rights of Way Improvement Plan.


Access to the countryside - through the development of 


our Rights of Way Improvement Plan.


Personal safety and security - Improving street lighting 


and CCTV coverage. 


Reducing crime through design - adoption of our design guide.


Increasing child health - active travel and cycling as part 


of physical education in schools and healthy schools initiatives. 


Healthy eating - as part of ongoing health / education regime.


Alternative fuels - as part of LA21 strategy.


Impact on the environment Environmental monitoring - as part of the Council’s ongoing 


monitoring regime and the SEA into this plan. 


Reducing noise - through partnership working. 


Reducing traffic noise - Use of noise reduction surfaces.


Reduce the impact on environment - recycle road materials.


Powered two wheelers Partnerships and communication - working in partnership with


- above 94/98 average, QTP and others, to improve rider education, training and publicity.


worse than national figures. Crash awareness and other campaigns.


“Born again bikers” Safer engineering - consideration of route studies, area 


- wide analysis and mass action plans. 


Speed control and management - where speed is a recurring 


issue. (Safety Camera Partnership)


Car user casualties Publicity, education and training - link to national campaigns.


- significantly worse Local campaigns, training and publicity.


than national figures Establish road safety forum - encourage discussion and comment.


Safer engineering - using data analysis finish “cluster site” 


treatment and shift emphasis to programme of route studies, 


area - wide studies and mass action plans. 


Injuries to older drivers - Publicity education and training - measures include working with 


higher than whole of GB (7% of others including police, advanced motorist groups, QTP and


all accidents compared to 4%) retired groups and associations to maintain and improve driver 


training and awareness. 


High KSI rate - higher than Publicity, education and training - Link to national campaigns.


national figures Local campaigns, training and publicity.


Pedestrian and child safety - continue safety training programmes


involving children teachers and parents. Strengthen links to 


school travel plans, safe walking and cycling routes and make 


part of school curriculum. Introduce Home Zones and 20 mph zones. 


Promote the correct fitting of child seats and safety equipment.
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10 Section H: Improving road safety & health - Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan


Issue Method


Work with others - to investigate and deal with other potential 


factors, such as possible links to areas of deprivation. (Work 


underway with South East Counties Service Improvement 


Group SECSIG). 


Safer engineering - using data analysis finish “cluster site” 


treatment and shift emphasis to programme of route studies, 


area - wide studies and mass action plans. 


Road condition - Safety audit - continue to carry out safety audits as part of


poor skidding resistance development of new schemes and as part of analysis process.


Safer engineering - improve road condition and skid resistance 


at key locations. 


Effective management - PFI as longer-term improvement on 


all roads. 
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SEA HEADLINE CRITERIA 


Compatibility (X (potential conflict), � (compatible), - (neutral), ? (uncertainty) or � (could be compatible or potential conflict) 
X / ? X / ? �                     � � � � � � � Air Quality To develop the transport network 


to maximise access whilst minimising 
detrimental impacts on air quality. 


- To reduce congestion in Newport 
- To limit traffic growth. 
- To increase travel choice and the 


proportion of people using public 
transport, cycling and walking 


- To reduce number of car trips 
- To improve air quality   


 
Tackling 
congestion 
could 
require 
devt. and 
impacts on 
soil 


Tackling 
congestion 
could 
require 
devt. and 
impacts on 
surface run-
off and 
water 
quality 


Traffic 
mgmt. e.g. 
calming 
could 
adversely 
affect 
streetscape 
or enhance 
by reducing 
/ slowing 
traffic. 


Improving 
air quality is 
compatible 
but tackling 
congestion 
could mean 
devt. and 
potential 
conflict. 


Improving 
air quality is 
compatible 
but tackling 
congestion 
could mean 
devt. and 
potential 
conflict. 


Reduce 
emissions 
of 
greenhouse 
gasses 


Increasing 
walking and 
cycling and 
improving 
air quality. 


Compatible 
if decrease 
traffic. 
Potential 
conflict if 
increase 
traffic 
speeds 
through 
tackling 
congestion. 


Increase 
travel 
choice and 
access to 
public 
transport. 
Reducing 
no. car trips 
could 
reduce 
accessibility 
to services 
for some. 


Reduce 
pressure on 
roads 
infrastructur
e if reduce 
traffic. 


X / ? � � �  � / ? � � � / ? � � Soil and geology To ensure the transport 
network does not adversely impact upon 
geology and soils, and which reduces the risk 
of erosion and instability due to human 
activity.  
 


- To reduce the risk to property and people 
from erosion and instability  


- Avoid damage to the coastline or the loss 
of amenity as a result of human activity. 


- To avoid contamination of land 
- To protect areas important for geological 


processes 


Tackling 
congestion 
could require 
devt. and 
impacts on 
soil 


 
Quality of 
soil and 
water 
closely 
linked. 


Soil function 
important 
for 
landscape 


Soil function 
important 
for 
biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora. 


Protecting 
property 
from 
instability 


Climate 
change will 
affect the 
coastline 
through 
more violent 
natural 
process 
such as 
wave 
action. 
Conflict with 
protecting 
property? 


Protecting 
people from 
instability 


Vibration 
can affect 
stability? 


Erosion and 
instability 
could 
isolate 
communitie
s by cutting 
off access 
routes? 


Maintenanc
e of roads in 
conflict with 
areas of 
instability. 
Using 
Recycled 
materials 
use of 
newly-won 
aggregates. 


X / ? � �  � �  � �  - X / - / ? X .Water To maintain and improve the quality of 
the Island’s watercourses, groundwater 
systems and to prevent an increase in risk 
from flooding. 


- To ensure that highways works do not 


Tackling 
congestion 
could require 


Quality of 
soil and 
water 


 
Protecting 
water 
quality and 


Water 
quality and 
biodiversity, 


Protecting 
water 
quality 


Protecting 
water 
resources 


Flooding 
risk to 
safety. Poor 


 Relationship 
between 
ferry activity 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur







give rise to increases in surface run-off.  
- To protect the quality of water by 


controlling transport related development 
likely to adversely affect groundwater, 
surface water, bathing water, and 
estuaries quality. 


devt. and 
impacts on 
surface run-off 
and water 
quality 


closely 
linked. 


protecting 
and 
enhancing 
landscape 
compatible. 


fauna and 
flora closely 
linked 


should be 
compatible 
with 
protecting 
historic 
resources 


and limiting 
flood risk 
and 
reducing 
risk to 
climate 
change 
compatible. 


water 
quality risk 
to health. 


and water 
quality? 
Increasing 
access to 
mainland 
could affect 
water 
quality? 


e could 
adversely 
affect water 
quality e.g. 
work on 
bridges. 


�                            � �  � � � / X /? � / ? � � / ? X / ? Landscape and townscape To protect and 
enhance the Island’s landscape and settlement 
character 
- To protect the landscape and settlement 


character of the Island and ensure that 
transport and its associated infrastructure 
does not negatively impact on the existing 
character of the area. 


- Positively enhance landscape and 
settlement character. 


- Conserve and enhance the AONB in line 
with its designated status, purpose and 
the AONB Management Plan. 


- Conserve and enhance the Tennyson and 
Hamstead Heritage Coasts in line with 
their status, purpose and AONB 
management plan. 


Traffic mgmt. 
e.g. calming 
could 
adversely 
affect 
streetscape or 
enhance by 
reducing / 
slowing traffic. 


Soil function 
important 
for 
landscape 


Protecting 
water 
quality and 
protecting 
and 
enhancing 
landscape 
compatible. 


 
Biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora closely 
linked to 
landscape. 


Historic 
resources, 
historical 
land uses 
and settings 
of heritage 
sites closely 
linked to 
landscape 
character 
and visual 
amenity. 


Should be 
compatible 
especially 
reducing 


vulnerability 
to climate 


change but 
renewable 


energy 
generation 
may be in 


conflict with 
landscape 


through 
visual 


effects.  


Protecting 
landscape 
compatible 
with health / 
general 
well-being. 


Noise and 
vibration 
could affect 
tranquil 
areas. 


Protecting 
the 
landscape 
should be 
compatible 
with 
allowing 
access to 
the 
countryside 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e could 
adversely 
affect 
landscape 
and visual 
amenity. 


� �  � � � / ? � � � � X Biodiversity, fauna and flora To conserve 
and enhance the Islands biodiversity, fauna 
and flora. 


- To avoid net loss (direct and indirect), 
damage to, or fragmentation of 
designated wildlife sites and the 
qualifying habitats and species on which 
they depend (Marine, estuarine, terrestrial 
and freshwater).  


- To maintain and / or increase biodiversity 
and the variety of habitats on the Island 


Improving air 
quality is 
compatible but 
tackling 
congestion 
could mean 
devt. and 
potential 
conflict. 


Soil function 
important 
for 
biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora. 


Water 
quality and 
biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora closely 
linked 


Biodiversity, 
fauna and 
flora closely 
linked to 
landscape. 


 


Habitats 
and species 
linked to 
historic 
landscape  


Limiting 
devt. in 
areas of 
flood risk 
and 
reducing 
greenhouse 
gas 
emissions 
compatible. 


Biodiversity 
linked to 
well-being 
in people. 


Noise and 
vibration 
can affect 
biodiversity 


Could mean 
increased 
movement 
across 
Island – 
adversely 
affect 
biodiversity. 
Compatible 
with 
increasing 
access to 
wildlife 
places but 
needs if 
managed 
properly.  


Maintenanc
e could 
adversely 
affect 
biodiversity 
/ designated 
sites etc. 


� � / ? �  � � / ? � - / ? � � X Archaeology and cultural heritage  To 
protect the Islands historic environment and 
cultural resource Improving air 


quality is 
Protecting 
property 


Protecting 
water 


Historic 
resources, 


Habitats 
and species 


 
Protecting 
heritage 


Access to 
cultural 


Vibration 
can affect 


Access to 
sites / 


Maintenanc
e of 







- To protect  the fabric and setting of 
designated and non-designated 
archaeological sites, monuments, 
historic parks and gardens, maritime 
heritage and listed buildings locally 
important historic buildings  and 
conservation areas 


compatible but 
tackling 
congestion 
could mean 
devt. and 
potential 
conflict. 


from 
instability 


quality 
should be 
compatible 
with 
protecting 
historic 
resources 


historical 
land uses 
and settings 
of heritage 
sites closely 
linked to 
landscape 
character 
and visual 
amenity. 


linked to 
historic 
landscape  


resources 
and limiting 
vulnerability 
to climate 
change 
compatible 


heritage link 
to well-
being? 


fabric of 
historic 
buildings. 


monuments 
– 
compatible 
but also 
conflict 
because 
could also 
damage 
some 
monuments. 


infrastructur
e could 
adversely 
affect 
historic 
resources 
such as 
archaeologi
cal sites  


� � � � / X /? � � � - X / ? X / ? Climatic factors To reduce the Islands 
contribution to climate change and to limit 
transport development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


- To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions on the Island 


- To increase the amount of renewable 
fuels / technology used to power vehicles 


- To limit development at risk from flooding 
and the effects of climate change 


Reduce 
emissions of 
greenhouse 
gasses 


Climate 
change will 
affect the 
coastline 
through 
more violent 
natural 
process 
such as 
wave 
action. 
Conflict with 
protecting 
property? 


Protecting 
water 
resources 
and limiting 
flood risk 
and 
reducing 
risk to 
climate 
change 
compatible. 


Should be 
compatible 
especially 
reducing 


vulnerability 
to climate 


change but 
renewable 


energy 
generation 
may be in 


conflict with 
landscape 


through 
visual 


effects.  


Limiting 
devt. in 
areas of 
flood risk 
and 
reducing 
greenhouse 
gas 
emissions 
compatible. 


Protecting 
heritage 
resources 
and limiting 
vulnerability 
to climate 
change 
compatible 


 
Reducing 
vulnerability 
to climate 
change 
such as 
flooding, 
violent 
storms, 
water 
shortages 
and hotter 
summers 
compatible 
with human 
health and 
safety. 


 Could 
increase 
greenhouse 
gases by 
increasing 
access – 
more 
movement 
using 
vehicles. 


Maintaining 
infrastructur
e could be 
in areas at 
risk from 
flooding and 
other areas 
vulnerable 
to effects of 
climate 
change i.e. 
coastal 
areas. 


� � �  � / ? � - / ? � � � � Human health and safety To protect and 
improve the safety and health of the 
population. 


- To make the Island’s roads safer and 
reduce accidents 


- To increase opportunities for walking and 
cycling 


Increasing 
walking and 
cycling and 
improving air 
quality. 


Protecting 
people from 
instability 


Flooding 
risk to 
safety. Poor 
water 
quality risk 
to health. 


Protecting 
landscape 
compatible 
with health / 
general 
well-being. 


Biodiversity 
linked to 
well-being 
in people. 


Access to 
cultural 
heritage link 
to well-
being? 


Reducing 
vulnerability 
to climate 
change 
such as 
flooding, 
violent 
storms, 
water 
shortages 
and hotter 
summers 
compatible 
with human 
health and 
safety. 


 
Reducing 
noise 
compatible 
with 
improving 
human 
health 


Increasing 
access to 
health 
facilities, to 
the 
countryside 
and 
increasing 
opportunitie
s for 
walking and 
cycling. 


Increased 
safety 
through 
improving 
road 
condition. 







� � / ? - � � � - � X / ? X / ? Noise and Vibration To limit the risk of 
adverse noise and vibration effects and 
protect tranquil areas. 
- To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse 


noise and vibration effects of vehicle 
movements at the ferry ports  


- To limit / reduce the risk of the adverse 
noise and vibration effects of transport 
movement in the urban centres 


- To protect tranquil areas on the Island and 
avoid risk to them from light and noise 
pollution due to increases in traffic 


Compatible if 
decrease 
traffic. 
Potential 
conflict if 
increase traffic 
speeds 
through 
tackling 
congestion. 


Vibration 
can affect 
stability? 


 Noise and 
vibration 
could affect 
tranquil 
areas. 


Noise and 
vibration 
can affect 
biodiversity 


Vibration 
can affect 
fabric of 
historic 
buildings. 


 Reducing 
noise 
compatible 
with 
improving 
human 
health 


 


Increased 
access 
could cause 
more noise 
and 
vibration if 
increases 
vehicle use. 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e soul 
increase 
noise and 
vibration 
through 
construction 
activities. 


� � X / - / ? � / ? � / X /? � X / ? � X / ? � / ? Population To improve accessibility for all 
sectors of the community, and minimise 
severance by sea.  


- To minimise the impact of severance by 
sea  


- To ensure transport is accessible for all 
sectors of the community regardless of 
age, income and mobility  


- To improve access to services and 
facilities (e.g. retail, education, 
employment, health, leisure, sporting, 
cultural etc)   


- To increase access to the countryside 


Increase 
travel choice 
and access to 
public 
transport. 
Reducing no. 
car trips could 
reduce 
accessibility to 
services for 
some. 


Erosion and 
instability 
could 
isolate 
communitie
s by cutting 
off access 
routes? 


Relationship 
between 
ferry activity 
and water 
quality? 
Increasing 
access to 
mainland 
could affect 
water 
quality? 


Protecting 
the 
landscape 
should be 
compatible 
with 
allowing 
access to 
the 
countryside 


Could mean 
increased 
movement 
across 
Island – 
adversely 
affect 
biodiversity. 
Compatible 
with 
increasing 
access to 
wildlife 
places but 
needs if 
managed 
properly.  


Access to 
sites / 
monuments 
– 
compatible 
but also 
conflict 
because 
could also 
damage 
some 
monuments. 


Could 
increase 
greenhouse 
gases by 
increasing 
access – 
more 
movement 
using 
vehicles. 


Increasing 
access to 
health 
facilities, to 
the 
countryside 
and 
increasing 
opportunitie
s for 
walking and 
cycling. 


Increased 
access 
could cause 
more noise 
and 
vibration if 
increases 
vehicle use. 


 
Improving 
infrastructur
e should 
improve 
access. 


� � X X / ? X X X / ? � X / ? � / ? Material assets To improve and maintain the 
physical quality of the Island’s transport 
infrastructure network 


- To ensure the use of recycled materials 
for road repair and construction. 


- To improve the physical quality of the 
island’s transport infrastructure network 
through appropriate investment 


Reduce 
pressure on 
roads 
infrastructure 
if reduce 
traffic. 


Maintenanc
e of roads in 
conflict with 
areas of 
instability. 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e could 
adverse 
affect water 
quality e.g. 
work on 
bridges. 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e could 
adversely 
affect 
landscape 
and visual 
amenity. 


Maintenanc
e could 
adversely 
affect 
biodiversity 
/ designated 
sites etc. 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e could 
adversely 
affect 
historic 
resources 
such as 
archaeologi
cal sites  


Maintaining 
infrastructur
e could be 
in areas at 
risk from 
flooding and 
other areas 
vulnerable 
to effects of 
climate 
change i.e. 
coastal 
areas. 


Increased 
safety 
through 
improving 
road 
condition. 


Maintenanc
e of 
infrastructur
e soul 
increase 
noise and 
vibration 
through 
construction 
activities. 


Improving 
infrastructur
e should 
improve 
access. 


 


 





