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Agriculture



Agricultural land use
Although there is a slight decline in the total area of farmed land over the last 15 years, the largest category of land use on the island is still grassland

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) regularly carry out an annual agricultural 
census which collects information relating to land use, crops, livestock, labour, horticulture and glasshouse 
activity. The latest updates of these detailed results are from the 2010 Census. In 2011 and 2012 the survey 
sample was reduced in size so these low levels of results will not be available for these years. The next update 
for the results below will be following the 2013 survey. This information is made available to the public and 
can be accessed by visiting www.defra.gov.uk.

Crops and bare fallow

Number of holdings Number of hectares
217 211 204 9,503 9,623 8,863 7,677

Grassland

Number of holdings Number of hectares
530 556 584 11,425 11,218 12,901 13,182

Rough grazing Set aside

Number of holdings Number of hectares
130 109 136 1,799 1,055 1,203 1,051

Woodland

Number of holdings Number of hectares
156 171 178 1,085 1,025 1,207 1,460

Number of holdings Number of hectares
92 91 104 1,466 1,227 1,372

All other land

Number of holdings Number of hectares
252 245 153 581 699 645

Total farmed land

1995 2000 2005 2010
Number of holdings Number of hectares

487 557 636 358 24,56725,859 24,847 26,197
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Farm size

The number of 
small farms almost 
tripled between 1995 
and 2005; however 
between 2005 and 
2010 it then dropped 
by over 90%. Overall, 
the total number 
of farms has almost 
halved in the last five 
years.

1995 2000 2005 2010
Less than 5 hectares

31117 237 322
5 to 20 hectares

126153 139 159
20 to 50 hectares

6795 76 88
50 to 100 hectares

6367 61 60
100 hectares or greater

7555 60 80
Total number of farms

362487 573 709
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Farm types
Most farm types have 
decreased over the 
last 15 years; however 
‘General cropping’ has 
tripled its number of 
holdings.

*Known as ‘cattle and 
sheep (lowland)’ up to and 
including the year 2003.

Cereals
3950 60 63

General cropping
6120 14 18

Horticulture
1840 47 45

Pigs and Poultry
8 16 28

Dairy
1968 49 38

Lowland
(grazing livestock*)

181136 152 177
Mixed

30 635 34 44
Other
130 201 296 354

Total farms
487 573 709 1995 2000 2005 2010
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Labour
Overall, total farm 
labour has stayed 
relatively stable over 
the last 15 years, 
however, casual 
workers, part-time 
workers and Farmers, 
Partners, Directors 
and Spouses (FPDS) 
have all decreased and 
appear to have been 
replaced by full-time 
workers..

*In 1995 the survey didn’t ask 
whether farmers, partners, 
directors and spouses were 
full or part time, so this is a 
combined figure.

Farmers, partners, 
directors and 
spouses (full-time)

247
Farmers, 
partners, 
directors 
and 
spouses*

681 273 266
Farmers, partners, 
directors and 
spouses (part-time)

288292 325
Salaried managers

8515 62 85

Full-time workers
749362 336 380

Part-time workers
89200 342 309

Casual workers
86254 48 73 1543

Total farm labour
1512 1353 1438 1995 2000 2005 2010
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Livestock
Most of the livestock 
numbers have stayed 
relatively similar over 
the last 15 years. One 
noticeable difference 
shows poultry has 
increased almost five-
fold over the last ten 
years.

Dairy herd greater 
than two years old

5,2635,650 4,636
Beef herd less
than two years old

5,6712,362 2,396

Cattle less than
one year old

4,1935,401 4,272

Pigs
8874,032 4,610 535

Other cattle
3,9326,612 5,677 11,046

Other sheep
9611,247 2,885 37,269

Poultry
40,9808,316 23,224

Breeding ewes
17,09116,739 14,810

Lambs less than
one year old

18,67818,939 17,388
Goats

56200 207 196 1995 2000 2005 2010
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Horticultural crops
Wheat

Number of holdings Number of hectares
100 99 87 4,393 5,425 4,338 3,629

Maize

Number of holdings Number of hectares
40 33 30 509 549 453 547

Barley Oats

Number of holdings Number of hectares
104 56 49 1,499 686 676 784

Potatoes

Number of holdings Number of hectares
34 16 16 347 234 291 115

Number of holdings Number of hectares
20 13 262 128 267

Oilseed rape

Number of holdings Number of hectares
29 22 18 777 570 690 740 1995 2000 2005 2010
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