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APPENDIX 1 

Pupil Voice – School closures – IOW 

January 2025 

Report to be included in Consultation to Cabinet 
As part of the consultation process and feedback to cabinet, some of the pupils of the 
schools identified for proposed closure were given the opportunity to voice their thoughts 
and opinions. This is in line with their Right under the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 12: 

 ‘Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters 
affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously.’ 

 UNCRC summary-1 1.pdf 

The process of collecting the feedback from the pupils comprised a two-hour visit to each 
of the 5 schools by Minnie Moore, Hampshire Local Authority Officer (Rights Diversity and 
Social Justice Education Adviser) who has been involved in promoting Rights Respecting 
Education in Hampshire and on the IOW since 2002 and has provided training and advice 
for schools on participation and pupil voice as part of this work for many years. Minnie was 
accompanied on the school visits by IOW Local Authority officer, Theresa Wall.  

A letter was sent to schools outlining the rationale for the Pupil Voice visits and seeking 
permission from parent/carers for their child to participate. Schools were asked to select 
two groups of between 6-8 pupils (Yrs 4-6) from a range of backgrounds to participate in 
the discussions. The questions which formed the basis for the discussions were agreed 
beforehand with the Headteachers (see below). The questions were designed to elicit 
responses which will help to inform decisions around the future of the schools and support 
for any potential transitions of pupils. 

At each of the discussion groups there was a member of school staff present to ensure 
that the pupils felt safe and supported. The sessions began with a warmup activity for the 
pupils, again to help them feel more relaxed and comfortable. Each pupil was asked to 
confirm that they were happy to participate in the discussions and the questions were 
formatted to be as accessible as possible. It was clearly explained to the children why they 
were being asked for their opinions and how the information was going to be included as 
part of a consultation report being submitted to Cabinet.  The pupils were thanked for their 
contributions and informed that following the report to Cabinet they would receive 
feedback on the decisions made and why.  

 Questions for consideration: 

1. What do you really enjoy about your school? – think about the building / the grounds 
/ the location / the staff / the pupils / the lessons / the trips /the opportunities / the 
atmosphere / the food / the books / the afterschool activities 
 

2. What would you like adults to know about your school? – why is this school important, 
what does it mean to me and my family, what does this school do for the community? 
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3. Is there anything else you would like your school to offer? – are there things that you 

would like to do to improve your school/? What could be better at this school?  What 
do you know about other schools on the Island? Do you have friends that go to other 
schools?  
 

4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the 
report? 
 

The summary of the feedback below seeks to represent a full and accurate account of the 
views, thoughts and opinions of the pupils (in their own words) who participated in the focus 
group sessions. 

 

Arreton St George’s C Of E Primary School 28/01/2025 
 
Session one - Yr 6 – 8 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 We really enjoyed the trips to Legoland, Robin hill, Blackgang Chine and Amazon 
world. We are looking forward to going to PGL 

 The school trips are really good especially to the pantomime at the King's theatre in 
Southsea  

 We have great fun on the field when the weather allows / we have pretty cool 
playground equipment / at play times and lunch times there is always something to 
do 

 PE lessons are fun with lots of different sports offered 
 There are lots of after school activities to choose from 
 The building is small, but this makes it easy to get around 
 Year 6 having their own building which is good for them 
 We have lots of great books in the library and lots of different spaces for books 
 The dinners at lunchtime are very good with lots of choices 
 The teachers and support staff are really helpful 
 The support assistants help us with our family life 
 The SEN support and ELSA support is very good 
 The atmosphere in school is very happy and jolly, all the staff are really nice and help 

children with their problems 
 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 School is important because I really like it, and it offers me lots of opportunities 
 I worry a lot, and the staff here helped me a lot 
 This is a welcoming school like a family 
 This school serves the people living in Arreton and it is good having a local school 
 Arreton suits my needs, I knew that this was my place, my older brother did very well 

here 
 If the school closes it will be really hard for my sister so she may have to go to 

Hunnyhill or be homeschooled 
 The uncertainty around change is causing anxiety for my younger siblings 
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 If the school closes my younger sister won't cope with the changes 
 My family have always come to Arreton school going back 4 generations 
 My parents went to this school 
 If I went to another school my parents would have to pick me up and this would 

affect their work 
 The school is important to my family because as there are not so many pupils  
 The mixed classes are good for the younger ones as it helps them 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like your school to offer/ improve? 
 

 There is not much I would like to change except to have the pirate ship back in the 
playground 

 I would like more permanent equipment on the playground 
 The building needs repair in some places 
 The hall at lunchtime is chaotic loud and messy 
 I would like more clubs after school but there are not enough staff to offer this 
 I don't think anything needs to be improved 
 More things to play with at break time  

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 

“Don't shut the school down, it’s not my favourite school but we need a school” 
 
“The school closure is affecting my family  is losing her job” 
 
“The impact on the families in Arreton” 
 
“Children are crying themselves to sleep and having nightmares” 
 
“Children are wetting the bed and having anxiety” 
 
“Children are alone at break times because their friends have left” 
 
“Teachers will lose their jobs” 

 
Session 2 – Yrs 3/4/5 – 8 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 Trips at school help me learn about different places 
 Learning is always fun 
 Break times are very fun; you can run about, get fresh air and play with your friends 
 I like the building it is the right environment for me as I have problems with my 

 and as there are no stairs in this school it is easier for me to get around 
 The classrooms are spacious 
 It is nice to be in the countryside with not too many buildings around us 
 School is just amazing, it's more like an orchard for us to thrive and grow to our full 

potential 
 I like the after-school clubs especially Isle dance 
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 The pupils are helpful and friendly 
 There are lots of opportunities for us with visitors like authors and school trips 
 We get lots of assistance from our support staff 
 Teachers are always there to help you 
 Teachers are very nice and can be funny 
 I like the teachers especially the dad jokes 
 If you are feeling sad, teachers will support you 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 I have family ties to the school 
 I live in Arreton so I can walk home 
 All my friends are at school, and it is part of the community 
 We have a family tradition of coming to this school 
 We can walk or cycle to the school which is much better 
 The school is a source of knowledge 
 The rooms in the school are well used 
 All my friends are at school, and it is part of the community 
 The governors and Reverend Cath visit and we are involved with the local church 

community, we have Christmas and Easter services at the church 
 We support charities in the local community and raise money for the food bank 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like your school to offer? 
 

 No, this is basically a perfect school 
 I think we could improve the storage 
 We could use the empty classrooms a bit more 
 I have friends at other schools and lots of different friends are outside clubs 
 This is already a good school 
 I have other friends at different schools 
 Maybe we could have some more equipment 
 Some schools let you have your phone at break time 
 I don't think there is anything else to improve or offer 
 some of my friends at other schools say they are really enjoying it and it's a good 

school 
 In my opinion, it's the best school ever! 
 I don't think they should change it because it's a really good school 

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“I don't understand why they are trying to close us; we have a good number of pupils and 
good money.” 
 
“I have been trying to catch up at this school so I feel scared it might be my fault.” 
 

 
  



53 
 

Cowes Primary School Pupil Voice 28/01/2025  
 
Session 1 Yr 5-6 – 6 pupils 
 
Q1.  What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 Different opportunities, for example, the Horticultural show, the International Day, the 
Christmas fair, the discos, the summer fair, the Young Enterprise opportunities and 
being able to deliver a Japanese lesson  

 Lunch times are already good: we have Mother's Day, Father's Day and 
Grandparents’ lunches 

 All our food is locally sourced 
 We have a new adventure playground which is used by all year groups 
 We have lots of nationalities at this school, so we celebrate diversity 
 We have lots of after school activities- we are the only school that does Quest 
 The teachers also do lots of activities after school which include dance, art, 

gardening, cooking club and a range of sports 
 The atmosphere is amazing 
 The kitchen offers dairy free vegan and vegetarian food which is especially prepared 

by kitchen staff for different dietary requirements and allergies 
 We have a breakfast club and then after school club 
 We do great trips to the British Museum and the Imperial War Museum which supports 

our learning 
 We have a great library with loads of books 
 There is loads of support for neurodiversity and extra help if you are struggling 
 I have grown up in the school, the teachers are really nice, and we go on amazing 

trips 
 There are lots of different games to play on the playground plus we have our games 

leaders to help support us 
 Most of my friends are here 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 Teachers are kind 
 People have grown up here 
 There are lots of helpers that do reading and are volunteers from the local community 
 I have been in the school since I was little and so have my brothers and other family 

members 
 Every class has helpers 
 All the teachers will help you 
 This is my first and only school/I feel a sense of belonging here/my family know I am 

safe 
 Health and safety are important here 
 We have special days where we involve the community in school like the museum 

project and International Day 
 The preschool come in and use the hall and the library 
 There are opportunities for younger children to take part in things that interest them 

and come in and visit the school 
 Me and my siblings have grown up here 
 I love this place it's amazing 
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 We have lots of extra support to get ready for SATs 
 There are lots of opportunities to help each other in class 
 My cousins, mum and uncles have been to this school 
 If the school closes it might ruin friendships 
 We have funded a Paulton’s park trip by raising money at the school disco 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like your school to offer? 
 

 A bigger hall so we can do more PE and other activities so we can have lunch times 
altogether 

 I know that they have a big field at Gurnard plus a good rating from Ofsted 
 I know that Lanesend have a Requires Improvement and Northwood are Ofsted good 

because I have seen the poster 
 I love this school it's amazing 
 What could be better is the amount of students 
 When the first potential closure was announced this didn't help applications into 

reception which impacted on numbers, there are only 10 pupils in Year R 
 We have lost children from year 3 and year 4 - lots of my friends have left- then the 

decision was changed so I felt cross that it was for nothing 
 One of our teachers left and they couldn't re employ another one so numbers were 

low so the classes were merged- I think this is the reason why we are now up for 
closure again 

 We still have pupils that are leaving this school 
 Gurnard is different from our school; they have a different set up for their lessons and 

bigger numbers 
 This school is perfect all the teachers are kind the only thing that can be improved is 

the numbers 
 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“I want to know why so many schools have to be closed?” 
 
“If I have to move schools, it might be good to see friends if they remember me” 
 
“It will be strange to be at a new school” 
 
“Do local schools have space to take more children?” 
 
Session 2 - Yr4/5 – 7 pupils  
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 
 

 The food is really good and because there is special food that caters for allergies, 
people don't feel left out 

 The food is cooked fresh and there are lots of options 
 Everyone is kind and you never get left out the teachers are always there to help you 
 At break time we have play leaders and we can talk to the teachers: there are lots of 

noncompetitive activities at break time 
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 The school gives help to all peoples with extension activities and the learning is 
adapted for all pupils who need help catching up 

 There are lots of opportunities to join in and the school trips are amazing 
 Because we are a smaller school it means we have more choices and chances to get 

involved, for example everyone is able to take part in class assemblies 
 The staff are really kind to everyone and make sure no one is left out or made fun of 
 Because we have less people in the building there is more space 
 We have special music teachers that come in which we love 
 There is always someone around to help you 
 The food is very tasty and there are very good puddings 
 The staff and pupils are very friendly 
 School trips don't feel like work, just exploring and safety is always a priority 
 Guided reading books are really good with very good choices by teachers 
 The teachers give different learning for different levels and make it fun 
 The clubs after school are very good now  
 We have a new adventure playground 
 P.E. is amazing with lots of choices and opportunities 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 It is important to me and my family because it is close to where I live 
 The great things the school offers for families and the local produce 
 The Isle of Wight produce that is used in the school is important for local growers 
 I wouldn't have friends if it wasn't for this school 
 The horticultural show is great for parents and the community 
 We raise money for local charities 
 The school is part of our family tradition 
 There are opportunities on International Day for parents to participate and present 

their cultures 
 School is important to me as it's the first school I have ever been to and it's nice 
 The one class system means that you are with your friends all the time and have the 

same break times 
 I love the school because the dinner ladies are very good at cooking 
 Small humble school with the most amazing teachers is why you shouldn’t shut 

school 
 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 Because the council said the school might be closing loads of my friends left in year 
2 and then in year 3 my teacher left, and we were mixed with the year fours. I think 
that has affected my learning 

 I don't like having two teachers because then there are different ways of doing things 
 School is amazing-other schools are bigger, and I would have to walk further to 

another school- there may be parking issues or transport issues 
 I do not want to have to walk in on my own on the first day at a new school 
 My family do not have a car anymore so this is the only place I can walk to 
 If we have lots of different teachers for different lessons, we won't have connections 

in the same way 
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Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“I need more information about what is happening and how it will happen” 
 
“The teachers at a different school would need to know about us, we would need a transition 
day to get to know them” 
 
“What about the cost of a new school uniform just for one year!” 
 
“What will happen if they have to make classes? Where will we go? Can they promise 
anything?” 
 
 

Oakfield C Of E Primary School Pupil Voice 30/01/2025 
 

Session 1 - Yrs 4/5 – 10 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 We have a nice building with lots of room, sunshine and trees 
 We are close to the ocean with a nice view 
 We have lots of room to play and have fun 
 The trips are fun; you can go with your friends to places like Exploria and Carisbrooke 
 There is loads of stuff to play on in the grounds here 
 The staff are really nice, and they help us out a lot and they are very kind 
 The grounds are so beautiful, and you get lots of wildlife like squirrels and foxes 
 It is like being in the countryside, we have our own forest with trees everywhere 
 The atmosphere is lovely here, we can see the ocean and Portsmouth 
 We have a church by our school 
 The food is very good, especially the BBQ chicken 
 We have bagels in the morning and fruit and vegetables 
 We have a fruit stand at break time 
 The staff are really helpful 
 The books are really fun to read 
 We have really cool equipment to play on and there are lots of flowers in the grounds 
 We really like the after-school clubs because there are loads of them 
 I really like the drama club 
 The trips are really fun; we went to Carisbrooke after school to do singing 
 We went to the Isle of Wight County show 
 The staff are really nice and whenever we need help, they come and help us 
 The books like the diary of a wimpy kid are really good 
 The food is really good at lunchtime but sometimes the hall is loud 
 There are lots of my favourite books and books that I haven't read; they're really fun 

to read 
 The equipment in the hall for P.E. is good 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 If the school closes, I can get a bus and sit next to my sister 
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 If the school closes, I will have to go to the other side of town for school 
 I think the school is important for the community because we support Messy church 

which is across the road 
 It's important for my family so they can get some peace from us 
 It's important to me because I started the school when I was in Reception 
 The school is important because they really help people in need 
 Sometimes they talk to our parents after school 
 They help when somebody leaves the school to support the friends that are left 

behind 
 The school is important because I live nearby, and we have a lot of ‘mufti’ days 
 I think it's important to me and my family because  works at this school plus 

it's important to my friends because my friend  , and the teacher comes 
in every hour to check  

 It's important to me because I have been here for five years, and it means a lot to me 
 It's the only place I can go as it's the only place near to me 
 It's important to my family because my house is very close, and I can walk but if I had 

to move, I would have to take the car 
 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 I would like the school to offer more break time  
 I think the school is good and doesn't need any changes 
 At Saint Mary's you can learn French 
 I have friends that go to Newchurch and Greenmount 
 I don't think they need to improve but maybe the maintenance mainly the electricity 
 Greenmount is my old school which doesn't have an upstairs so there are no stairs 

in the building; that school is not right for me 
 I think the school is perfect apart from all the blue tack on the walls 
 I have friends at Greenmount and St. Mary's 
 I would like bigger portions of ice cream 
 I want people to wear what they want to school 
 Three of my friends go to Greenmount and my cousin  and my next-door 

neighbours 
 Other years could bring their phones in and you could wear your own clothes in 
 More choice at lunch times for food 
 St. Georges has a big playground and a big climbing frame… my  goes there, 

and  has autism 
 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“Don't close the school it's a stupid idea!” 
 
“The school is like a big caring family” 
 
Session 2 – Yr 6 – 8 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 We really like the trips and the after-school clubs like design and tech and drama 
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 The support and assistance from the staff is really good-when some people are sad 
there is always someone to help them 

 The staff are really caring for us and they're always there for us 
 I have had a tough past because I wasn't looked after properly but the school have 

been by my side for years and I'm really grateful for that. 
 There are lots of nice trees here and we can go to forest club where we learn about 

the trees by looking at the leaves and their age plus we go mushroom hunting 
 I really like the break times and the play equipment; there are so many different things 

to play on including being allowed to climb some of the trees 
 The adults in the school always make sure we are safe 
 The trips are also really fun and after school clubs are good like the football club and 

beekeeping-drama club is really fun we are doing Macbeth 
 The food is really nice especially the chocolate cookies and the roast potatoes 
 I have autism and I feel that the school has really helped me with my learning, and 

they have helped me to understand it 
 We have a really big library and pupil librarians who get to help out with the library 

which is really fun 
 I have been here for eight years and cannot imagine myself anywhere else 
 I have younger siblings that are here 
 The teachers are kind caring considerate and always there to help us 
 The kids are really nice too you are never alone in our school 
 I like the after-school clubs; right now, I am at hockey club, and we have played our 

first game 
 The books are amazing and there is a wide range of them 
 The location of the school and its history is fascinating; we go on trips to the basement 

and look at the old artefacts. Mr C found a skeleton down there who is the hide and 
seek champion of 1582 (they never found him!) 

 The teachers support us with learning a lot 
 The grounds are really big, and we have massive playgrounds a big field and a forest 
 We have Spanish lessons 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 Lots of the children here have already moved from other schools-the school has really 
helped with the change 

 School has helped me to settle in as I have travelled around the country a lot 
 This school is very accessible, I am disabled and sometimes find it hard to move and 

I can't go running . It is easier for me to get around here so  
 I can use the lifts here. 

 The school means a lot to my family 
 We have had a stressful time moving and we came to this school, and I made lots of 

friends and even when old friends go there's always a new friend appearing 
 The food comes from the Pantry which is on site 
 school is an important place to see my friends as it is one of the only places I can see 

my friends 
 My house is really close to the school so we can walk 
 My learning is improving every day at this school we get to have breaks, but we also 

learn lots 
 I really like the teaching methods and if you are struggling the adults will help you 

straight away 
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 If this school were to close people who live here and don't have any transport would 
have a 45-minute walk to the nearest school 

 If this school were to close because my mum works here, we would probably lose our 
home 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 I don't think there is anything else the school could offer, it's perfect and doesn't 
deserve to close 

 There isn't anything else that could be better-it's very good at helping people’s mental 
health which some other schools don't even bother with, they are just there for work 

 The school cares about how comfortable the children are here, and some schools 
can't do that as well as this school 

 Everything in this school is perfect but I would like to add one thing, we learn every 
single subject but the only one we don't learn is dancing. I would really like to do some 
form of dancing 

 I know about Greenmount they have breakfast club and after school club; we have 
played football matches there 

 I'm sad about the other schools that might close but I'm happy for the kids at the 
schools who aren't going to close 

 I know kids who go to Dover Park 
 When I moved from my other school, I still remember friends that are still there  
 I have been in the school since I was five years old, and I feel the school has done 

everything right and I never want to leave because it is such an amazing school 
 I love the forest there are activities you can do, or you can just play it gives you extra 

play time 
 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“My little sister has made lots of friends here and she's only in year  and if this school 
closes, she will have to walk 45 minutes to Greenmount and buy new uniform and she won't 
have the year  experience I have had she will have a different one” 
 
“I've been at the school for  academic years and  years since preschool and my 
brother is going to this school and we all know everyone here and we don't want it to close…. 
It doesn't seem fair.” 
 
“If you are reading this, please don't close our school” 
 
“This school and staff have practically treated me like a son. The school has helped me 
through really tough times when there really wasn't anybody else to help me.” 
 
 

Wroxall Primary school Pupil Voice 31/01/2025 
 
Session 1 Yr 4/5 – 8 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
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 We enjoy the opportunities to learn new things and make new friends and get extra 
break time  

 We enjoy the trips because we get to experience things we have never done because 
maybe our parents aren't able to afford it 

 We like the after-school activities because we can learn more things than we do in 
school 

 We like the adventure playground 
 We like the sleepover trips 
 Everyone is really nice, and the staff are really good 
 There is loads of equipment and lots of activities to do 
 The staff are really kind 
 We like the big playground and the adventure playground 
 The playground is really big, and we have a field so the boys can play football 
 We can always have assistance if we struggle 
 In year 4 we get to go swimming and have a big sleepover at Urban Saints 
 People are trying to keep the school open 
 The staff are really kind and helpful 
 The lunches are really nice 
 If there is a fight the teachers will sort it out and the kids will become friends again 
 There was a new girl joining on Monday 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 Whoever lives down the hill doesn't have to worry about getting cars or buses to 
school 

 My family is happy that the school is very kind and caring and they like the aesthetic 
of the school…. after the rain you can hear birds tweeting 

 It's important because we like walking up to the school together 
 We like the teachers, and we like to play football together 
 It's a really good community here 
 We like to play with our friends and meet new people 
 If Wroxall does close it will be a long drive to the nearest preschool 
 If the school shuts down, it is the main part of Wroxall and it will affect the community 
 This school is important to my family and me because even though it is small the 

teachers treat us all like we are special 
 If the school closes and we went to Saint Francis, we wouldn't get treated the same 
 My family really like the teachers because they know us well 
 I get to walk home from school with my friends and I can walk on my own to my nan's 
 If the school is closed, I will get separated from my friends 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 Make lunchtimes a bit quieter: we get a headache as there is too much screaming 
and shouting in the hall- maybe put something on the projector to watch or do 
exercises before lunch so they are tired out 

 The toilet cubicles could be wider they feel claustrophobic 
 We would like more privacy for the toilets as there are gaps underneath the toilet 

doors 
 We need changing rooms for the football club and matches 
 We would like some swings, but we recognise that could cause problems 
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 I would like a zip line 
 We would like more time for lunch, so we don't have to rush and have more time to 

spend with our friends 
 Make the Adventure playground bigger with some monkey bars 
 More activities and equipment at break time 
 A whole class reward on a Friday if everybody is good 
 Have a swing set but teachers on duty, making sure that everyone takes their turn 
 Extend the school so there is a room for pupils with special needs and mental health 

problems and have a school nurse 
 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“I think that if they close Wroxall there won't be enough spaces in other schools so people 
will be forced to homeschool” 
 
“Could we merge Godshill and Wroxall together because that would increase the number of 
pupils in Wroxall and that would give us an opportunity to meet more friends?” 
 
“For the year fives we only have one more year so where are we going to go?” 
 
“My mum told me about another school that has only 10 in each class, but we have 30?” 
 
“My mum said that there are fewer spaces for older year groups” 
 
“Our school has just spent loads of money on the adventure playground and new classrooms 
for Years 5 and 6” 
 
Session 2 Yr 5/6 – 9 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 The building is perfect for the amount of children and they make sure it is very safe 
 The grounds are really pretty they picked the perfect place to build a school 
 The staff are supportive and generous and buy things for the benefit of the pupils the 

good thing about a small school is that you can get to know everybody and have 
friends 

 The after-school activities help you learn and are really fun 
 The support assistants are really helpful for the SEND kids 
 There are lots of opportunities like house captains that also help us 
 The equipment is also always good quality, the teachers choose the best stuff for our 

classrooms and get the perfect selection of books and toys; they also provide fidget 
toys for children that can't sit still 

 The building is very nice, modern, large and comfy-it has lots of natural light 
 The grounds are very nice, we are lucky to have a big field and a nice adventure 

playground 
 The staff are very nice, kind and considerate and help us learn and listen to us. 
 We are all friends here and if we were split up those friendships may wane 
 The food is quite nice and there is a lot of effort put into it 
 The trips are good, and we learn on them 
 There are lots of after school activities to choose from to suit everyone 
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 There are lots of people to support you if you are having a rough time 
 The atmosphere in the school is joyful with lots of opportunities 
 All of the staff are very friendly, and I really like coming to school 
 The food is a balanced diet with vegetables and nice puddings 
 The pupils are all of our friends and if we were split up we would miss each other a 

lot 
 The trips are really fun we have a year for residential and the year 6 go to London 
 We get treats if we have been good 
 We are happy and healthy and learning in school 
 The adventure playground is really fun, and the field has goal posts 
 The after-school clubs are educational as we are still learning 
 The building is very well put together in a beautiful area 
 The kids are really thriving with the right teachers for the right classes 
 The school is very well organised with safety, and we know what to do 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 It's crucial to know how to organise this school well 
 If the school were to close the traffic would be very bad near Saint Francis 
 We have the right people in this school to support the learning of our SEND pupils 
 Our school has many first aid trained staff 
 We are going to learn how to do CPR and we can teach other people 
 Adults should know that we are learning and happy in the school and there is hardly 

any bullying: this is a friendly school 
 If the school closes it would be bad as  would lose her job and so would the 

other adults, it may be hard to find another job 
 The traffic going to Saint Francis is very bad, and it is dangerous to cross the roads 

at school time 
 Our school is really safe and very welcoming for new pupils 
 There is always a teacher that is there for you 
 It would make me very sad that my little brother could not come to this school 
 School is very important as I can walk to school and I'm close to school and a long 

distance from other schools 
 The school is important to the community as children thrive here 
 It would be devastating for us if we had to be split up 
 Studies have shown that sadness goes up when people are separated from their 

friends 
 It is easy to get to Wroxall from other nearby towns and villages 
 It will be really sad if younger siblings can't go to this school 
 Everyone loves seeing the children walking home through the village 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 Not much actually, maybe repaint the walls? 
 This school is really perfect 
 If another school is being closed it should be joined with Wroxall 
 I know that other schools are being closed 
 I would like a class pet 
 More playground equipment 
 Swings on the field 
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 Not much but maybe better footballs 
 More storage space for bags and coats 

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“What would you think about the school closing and why?” 
 
“Are you doing that something that makes you happy or everyone else happy?” 
 
“Does the council know if Saint Francis has enough space to accommodate pupils from 
Wroxall?” 
 
“Are you thinking about the benefit of the children mentally? Are you thinking about how 
much it will affect their brains? They could get confused going to other schools.” 
 

 
Brading Primary school Pupil Voice 31/01/2025 

 
Session 1 - Yr 4 – 6 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 All the support from the adults 
 The staff are very kind 
 How fun they make lessons 
 They always ask if anything is wrong 
 We like the trips for example the cinema 
 The reading books are very enjoyable 
 There is loads of equipment to have fun on in the playground and also in the hall 
 I like the head teacher because she's really nice 
 The school is kept in good shape 
 The maths lessons are really fun, and they make it easy 
 We go swimming once a week in year 3 and 4 
 We like the school values, respect them and everyone will respect you 
 The PE trips are really fun, like going to golf 
 We liked going to the Quay Arts to visit the art centre and meet the artists 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 That the school is caring 
 The school is really great and that it is better than they think it is 
 This school is beyond special 
 We do gardening club, and we grow plants to help the world and its atmosphere 
 If the school closes, I might move to the Bay and they have no spaces left and if there 

is no room at the Bay, I'm going to get homeschooled, and I won't see any of my 
friends 

 The school is important because the community will feel really empty without the 
children having fun 
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 I think the school shouldn't shut down because of all the new teachers and pupils that 
have joined the school 

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 I don't think that anything could be better because it's perfectly fine 
 A little bit more classrooms 
 Maybe the school could offer swings on a slide 
 20 minutes at play time 
 Saint Helens have 75 children 
 The Bay is the biggest school on the island 
 I went to dodgeball at the Bay, and they had a big PE department 

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“Why does Saint Helens stay open when they have less children than us?” 
 
“Why close us down when other schools have less children?” 
 
“If you close this school, people that come from the mainland won't have a school to go to.” 

Session 2 - Yr 5 – 6 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 Our teachers take care of us nicely 
 The staff and the children are so kind and helpful 
 How the teachers and people inside the school support us 
 The school trips are really fun, and we get to learn a lot more 
 This school is welcoming, the opportunities like playing squash 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 How supportive the kids and the teachers are 
 If your kids have a problem, we've got classes for different needs 
 At Brading my anxiety has got better and it's a welcoming school 
 The school accepts everybody 
 This school is so important to Mrs Gilbert, all the teachers and the local community 
 If you close the school, the Bugle Youth club won't get much money 
 We raise money for charities 
 It's really close to where I live: it's good that it's close because my mum can't drive 

me 
 It's a safe place to come if you've got any worries 
 Kids come all the way from Bembridge to be here.  

 
Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 I think the school already offers enough because we go on school trips that Mrs G 
arranges for us 
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 Class pets to regulate people that get angry sometimes 
 I would like a mini golf course 
 School pets because children will be able to learn and interact with them and it's good 

for their emotional well-being 
 I have friends that go to the Bay 
 Half of my class is going to the Bay so I would like to go so I don't get separated from 

my friends 
 I have a friend from Gatten and Lake 

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“If you shut this school, I won't be able to play with my friends in year 6” 
 
“If this school does shut down what will happen to all the children in need because there are 
no other places for them to go apart from Medina which is full?” 
 
“How would you feel if we shut your job down and you had to find another one?” 
 
“Why did you choose Brading?” 
 
Session 3 - Yr 6 – 6 pupils 
 
Q1. What do you really enjoy about your school? 
 

 I like the atmosphere that the staff gives the school 
 I really like that the building is not too cramped and small but not too big because 

younger children might not be able to memorise where everything is 
 I like how really supportive the teachers are of what we do 
 All the opportunities the school gives us for trips: we went to the Winchester Science 

Museum and it only costs £5, it was a really amazing opportunity for us 
 We have our own little library in Year 5 and 6 we have our own section 
 We go to sports competitions and compete with other schools 
 Fun trips that are cheap 
 Nice teachers that you can talk to if you're feeling bad 
 Swimming lessons 
 After school clubs that are free 
 Opportunities to be head boy/ girl, sports captains, mini- governors and prefects 
 We use trust and British values 
 I've been so much happier in braiding it's much better than my old school 
 I really enjoy the school trips because they're all educational and fun 
 We are a team that trusts each other 
 This school is very fun and kind 
 This school lets us use our voice 
 The teachers try to make every lesson as fun as it can be 
 I like the school trips 
 Team and trust 
 The school has given me many life skills 
 I like the British values 
 The school supports everyone 
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 Student voice 
 After school clubs for free 
 Low priced trips 
 I enjoyed how you always have a chance to talk to teachers about anything that's not 

only happening at school but even stuff that's happening at home 
 I also enjoy all the equipment they have supplied us with 
 We used trust and British values to help us improve 
 All the food and teachers and all the free clubs they offer 
 They have supported me along my way 
 The school is a big part of my life 
 I have met Princess Anne 
 The school is a skills builder 

 
Q2. What would you like adults to know about your school? 
 

 For me and my family, this is a great place to remember and a safe place because 
 are special needs and not many primary schools could meet their 

needs, but this school was their favourite, and they had the most fun and learned the 
most here 

 I have been here seven and a half years, and this school has helped me along my 
journey of being a Brading schoolchild: 
 Be a lifelong learner 
 Reflect and revisit 
 Adapt to engage everyone 
 Develop nurturing relationships by being positive 
 Inspire and include everyone 
 Never give up 
 Grow and achieve in all areas so we can reach for the stars 

 This school has guided me on my educational needs and it's a mini community 
 It's a great school and I wouldn't want to be part of another one 
 It's a rural school and a Church of England school 
 It supports SEND children 
 We do a lot of things at the church 
 We have a gym, football, trim trail and astroturf 
 We have a big field for PE, sports day and lessons 
 That it's supported me when I feel sad 
 This is a very good school 
 All staff members know us 
 When I felt sad the school helped me 
 There is lots of PE stuff to do 
 It is a very fun school and the teachers are understanding 
 All the staff are supporting 
 I would like them to know we are a rural school letting in all special needs children 

with open arms, we even have two classes specialised to meet children's needs: my 
 went through lots of primary schools but this one in particular met their needs 

perfectly 
 Brading is a great school and I've been going here for  years  
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Q3. Is there anything else you would like the school to offer/ improve? 
 

 I don't think Brading needs to change one bit because it's got a great community. The 
school already offers enough, and I don't think they need to offer anymore because 
they do enough for us already 

 Our teachers, after the school day is done, they still work to plan the lessons and 
make them fun and educational 

 I don't think the school needs to change because we have the gym, the apparatus, 
the trim trail and the climbing poles, the Astro and a field 

 For the younger years they have a smaller playground, so they have swings and 
bikes and a sand pit and a spinner 

 More options for school dinners 
 One thing that I would like the school to change are the school dinners. I feel they are 

too small to fuel us for the remaining 3 hours of the day 
 No, I think Brading is great how it is 
 Nothing  

 
Q4. Is there anything else that you would like to be included in your feedback for the       
report? 
 
“Brading is such a great school overall if it were to shut down it would be a big loss to the 
Church of England schools and rural schools” 
 
 
 
With thanks to all the children, staff and headteachers of the five schools that kindly 
agreed to participate in this consultation, for welcoming us into your schools so 
warmly and giving up your time to talk to us. 
 
Minnie Moore HIAS Rights, Diversity and Social Justice education adviser 
Theresa Wall IOW Education Manager 
 
 
 




